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Several new businesses have popped 
up in downtown Delaware over the past 
year with more on the way.

The area’s first-floor occupancy is now 
at 96 percent, according to city officials.

The Flying Pig Ale House will open 
at 12 S. Sandusky St. serving bacon 
infused dishes with craft beer. The own-
ers are renovating the space as of July. 
In addition, a Powell wine producer will 
open an urban winery at 38 E. Winter 
St. next door to the Strand Theatre.

“The building has sat empty for 10 
years now and has become a black-eye 
in what has become a great entertain-
ment area,” said owner Jeff Kirby in his 
incentives application. “This should not 
be the case.”

The winery will be expanded concept 
based on the Powell Village Winery, 
which Kirby opened in 2011.

Here are some businesses that opened 
this past year.

Real Big Puppy
Kimberly Zoob opened Real Big 

Puppy, 28B S. Sandusky St., in June.
The estimated 1,300-square-foot loca-

tion features a retail section in the front 
and a self-service dog wash in the back. 
The retail portion has collars, toys, food, 
and beds for dogs up to 200 pounds.

And the wash room has two tubs 
delivered from the west coast to provide 
convenience for owners of dogs that are 
too large for the bathtub at home.

“We just love this town,” Zoob said.

Secret Identity Comics
Downtown Delaware patrons and visi-

tors won’t mistake 34 N. Franklin St. for 
a bird, a plane or Superman.

But stories about the alien who fights 
villains in a red cape were likely to be 
found at Secret Identity Comics when it 
opened in May.

“There are so many kids in this town 
and they have no place just to go get a 
comic book,” said Laura McFarland, a 
co-owner of the store. “Hopefully we 
can provide that for them and, hopefully, 
I don’t make too many parents angry.”

For more information go to www.
secretidcomics.com.

South Sandusky Block Revitalized
The South Sandusky Street block has 

a variety of restaurants and businesses. 
Honey & Abernathy Studio started 
sharing space with Royal Cabinets, 38 S. 

Sandusky St., in October, while Olivina 
Taproom opened at the former Verizon 
store, 44 S. Sandusky St., by Thanksgiv-
ing last year.

Honey & Abernathy Studio owner 
Melissa Clark almost decided to wait 
until the spring to find a storefront for 
her specialty retail boutique for apparel 
and jewelry in downtown. But the 
owner was fortunate to connect with the 
Kreiner family, who opened the Royal 
Cabinets downtown in May.

Clark, who was born and raised in 
Delaware, has an extensive background 
in luxury retail, which involved a lot of 
travel. Although it was a rich experi-
ence, Clark was interested in becoming 
more grounded at this point of her life.

“I knew if I started a my own business 
… I knew I would want to open it in my 

own hometown,” she said.
Chris Schobert renovated his 

1,700-square-foot venue to have the 
welcoming Olivina Taproom that will 
feature about 50 different kinds of olive 
oil and vinegar, available for sampling 
and tasting.

“(We want to) infuse a way for us to 
engage and interact with the community 
by providing interesting and unique 
products,” he said.

Schobert has family connections to a 
distributor of oils from across the globe 
and hundreds of acres to produce their 
own oils. Nearly 55 percent of its prod-
ucts will come from Spain, which is the 
prime country for premium oils in the 
world, he said.

“We can control the product from the 
olive,” he said.

Coffee and pizza
Two new businesses opened in down-

town Delaware after the first Friday of 
September.

They are Mohio Pizza Co., 23 N. San-
dusky St., and at Coffeeology, 43 N. San-
dusky St., which replaced Thrifty Chic.

Coffeeology owner Melissa Dixon 
said she planned to open her business 
three years ago where Staas Brewing is 
now located at Winter Street. But her 
sister, who lives in California, was diag-
nosed with breast cancer.

“We had to hold off on things,” she 
said.

After her sister survived and recov-
ered from the disease, Dixon decided to 
bring the business venture to fruition. 
The store offers antiques from the west 
coast to be placed throughout the shop 

New businesses move
into downtown Delaware

File photos | The Gazette

Melissa Dixon, owner of Coffeeology, poses with a coffee mug at her business, 43 N. Sandusky St., in 
downtown. She opened her antiques/cafe boutique in September 2016.

Construction on time for
Olentangy Berlin High School
By Brandon Klein
bklein@delgazette.com 

The consultant for the Olentangy 
Local School District’s fourth high 
school project gave what he called “a 
long-winded” way to say the building’s 
construction was on schedule.

Bill O’Sullivan of Construction Analy-
sis LLC updated the school board in 
June about the progress made for Ber-
lin High School, located on Berlin Sta-
tion Road, which is expected to open 
for the 2018-2019 school year.

“It’s starting to look very much like a 
school,” he said.

The new high school’s plans are 
based on ones for Olentangy Orange 
and Liberty high schools but with 
some modifications. The construction 
sequencing for Berlin is also different 
compared with the other two high 
schools, officials said.

The district broke ground for the 
fourth high school in June 2016. Gil-
bane Building Company is constructing 
the 303,000-square-foot high school. 
The facility will cost nearly $70 million 
to build.

The board selected Berlin as the 
name in part for the road it is on and 
its location in Berlin Township, accord-
ing to the district’s website. The name 

was once used for one of the original 
schools in the area before the consoli-
dation of the Olentangy Local School 
District in the early 1950s.

Since the district broke ground for 
the nearly $70 million project more 
than a year ago, it has hired Todd Spin-
ner from Westerville schools to be the 
new principal and John Betz as the 
school’s new athletics director.

Additionally, the school district final-
ized its new attendance boundaries for 
the school year when Berlin will open. 
More than 300 students from Olen-
tangy High School for the class of 2020 
were redistricted to attend the new 
high school.

“The group is a large group going 
together creating a new culture, being 
leaders for two years. And they are also 
needed at this new school to have that 
critical mass of students we need to 
run all the academic programs and the 
extracurricular activities,” Superinten-
dent Mark Raiff said at the time.

The district is now determining the 
mascot and colors for the fourth high 
school.

The entire Olentangy community 
provided input via a survey for the 
school. The survey results will help 

Courthouse construction 
approaches completion

D. Anthony Botkin | The Gazette
The construction cost for Delaware County’s new 94,450 square-foot courthouse is reportedly 
$200,000 below the guaranteed maximum price of $39.3 million. However, due to delays in 
construction because of inclimate weather conditions and labor shortages the completion date of 
the building has been moved back to Aug. 31.

By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@delgazette.com 

The construction cost for Delaware 
County’s new 94,450 square-foot court-
house is $200,000 below the guaran-
teed maximum price of $39.3 million, 
said Delaware County Administrator 
Ferzan Ahmed in the June 22 commis-
sioners’ meeting. At that time total 
cost were $39.1 million for the project.

However, the completion date was 

pushed back to August 31 delaying 
the county from receiving the keys 
and occupying the building until Sep-
tember. The original completion date 
for the courthouse was June 30 of this 
year.

“Currently, they are working on a 
July 31 substantial completion for the 
majority of the building,” said Facili-
ties Director Jon Melvin. He said the 

See OLENTANGY | 3 See COURTHOUSE | 3

See DOWNTOWN | 8
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The families and members of NAMI 
Delaware and Morrow Counties are 
here to help! We offer understanding to 
anyone concerned about mental illness-
es and the treatment of mental illness.

Mental illnesses are brain disorders 
that are biologically based medical 
problems. Untreated, they can cause 
severe disturbances in thinking, feeling 
and relating. This results in substan-
tially diminished capacity for dealing 
with the ordinary demands of life. 
Mental illness can affect persons of any 
age and occur in any family. They are 
not caused by bad parenting and not 
evidence of weakness of character.

In 2006, we offered our first commu-
nity event, a special presentation by Dr. 
Fred Frese, Ph.D., a psychologist who 
specialized in the area of schizophrenia 

for over forty years and a former NAMI 
Board Member.

He was diagnosed with the condition 
himself at the age of twenty-five.

The event was held in February and 
attendance was very poor due to the 
day’s winter snow storm. I was very 
disappointed with the turn-out; how-
ever, this did not deter my mission. I 
continued to meet with staff at NAMI 
Ohio and they helped me get my first 
F2F class off the ground.

Our first class was held in the base-
ment of a church in downtown Dela-
ware. We had to carry our supplies, 
books, refreshments up and down 
stairs every meeting. We held classes 
there for several years. Three members 
of our very first F2F class are still very 
involved volunteers and help to facili-
tate our programs.

After a few years and with the sup-

port of one of our volunteers, Safe Har-
bor in Delaware offered us a free meet-
ing space. We were thrilled because we 
could store our materials in a supply 
room and not have to carry them every 
week. We continued with our F2F 
classes there for several more years.

From these classes, one of our 
participants started our Connection 
Recovery Group. Later, another volun-
teer started our Family to Family Sup-
port Group. And yet another volunteer 
developed our website and so it goes.

Here we are ten years later and our 
affiliate continues to grow.

Thanks to funding from the Dela-
ware and Morrow County Mental 
Health and Recovery Services Board 
we moved into our own office space 
in December of 2016. Having our own 
office was monumental.

We introduced three new NAMI 

signature programs in 2016 (Peer to 
Peer Classes, Ending the Silence, and 
BASICS Classes). We helped to reduce 
stigma and bring mental illness “Out of 
the Shadows” by hosting a NAMI Ohio 
sponsored event in downtown Dela-
ware. We offered educational presenta-
tions for the community and provided 
family and consumer speakers for vari-
ous events.

In 2016, we met NAMI National’s 
re-affiliation compliance standards and 
were approved as a “model” small affili-
ate.

With the hard work of our dedicated 
and committed volunteers we will 
continue to grow here in Delaware and 
Morrow Counties and help to improve 
the quality of life and ensure dignity 
and respect for persons with serious 
mental illness, and offer support to the 
people who love and care for them.

NAMI Delaware and Morrow Counties still growing

Staff Report 

A new event brought athletes of all levels to Dela-
ware County when the Ironman 70.3 Ohio triathlon 
made its debut in 2016.

In fact, the first installment of the event was so 
successful, organizers returned to Delaware this year, 
staging the massive test of human endurance the final 
weekend in July.

Looking back on the 2016 edition of Ironman, 
several athletes with local ties pushed themselves 
to the limit. Delaware native and popular Ironman 
athlete Hailey Manning returned to her hometown 
last August to compete in the Ironman 70.3 Ohio 
triathlon.

The All World Athlete 2015 champion gained fame 
among other triathletes in 2013 when her recipe for 
“salty balls” — a nutritional race snack — went viral.

Manning said she remembered being enamored 
with the competition early on, even though she didn’t 
start competing in triathlons until after her gradua-
tion from Kent State University.

“I remember being little and watching one of the 
early Ironman Hawaii’s on TV and saying to my mom 
and sister that we could do that as a relay,” Manning 
said.

At just 12 years old, Manning and her sister started 
a tradition of completing a two-day, 200-mile bike 
ride on a tandem bike, further encouraging Man-
ning’s passion for long-distance races. During her 
time at Rutherford B. Hayes High School, she was a 

competitive swimmer.
“I wasn’t the best swimmer in high school but, 

thankfully, when you add in the additional two sports, 
I am good at being last woman standing,” she said.

Manning entered her first triathlon in 2004, doing 

shorter-distance triathlons until 2010.
She overcame her toughest obstacle in 2005 when 

her then-fiance helped her quit smoking.
“Smoking cigarettes kind of negated all of the 

healthy things I was doing for my body,” she said. 
“I would say my biggest challenge was when I first 
started. I was becoming a better runner and trying to 
quit smoking. I didn’t fully quit smoking until 2005 
when I met my husband, Mark, and he said it was 
either him or cigarettes. Not really a tough choice!”

In 2010 she completed her first Ironman in St. 
George, Utah. That year she qualified for the Iron-
man world championships in Kona and has been back 
every year since.

“This sport has its hooks in me,” she confessed.
Her success didn’t stop with the races though. 

Manning became a successful blogger, thanks to her 
viral recipe, and the co-founder of Coeur Sports, a 
company that sells women’s endurance sports cloth-
ing.

When she isn’t working, blogging or assisting with 
the clothing company, Manning is in training year 
round, with a six-week off season in October after the 
world championships in Kona. She does 15-20 hours 
of swim, bike, run and strength training every week.

“I swim with a great masters swim team at Stan-
ford University and then train with close friends. 
They’re all excellent athletes, so we are really able to 
push each other and have a wonderful support net-
work.”

Inaugural Ironman triathlon featured local athletes

All World Athlete 2015 champion and multiple Ironman World 
Championship qualifier Hailey Manning competed in the 2016 
Ironman event. She is a Hayes High School graduate.

See IRONMAN | 12
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district officials select the top 
10 choices for the mascot and 
colors. Berlin High School 
Principal Tod Spinner, who the 
district hired earlier this year, 
will meet with students who 
will be attending the school on 
Aug. 12 to narrow it down to 
the top three mascot and color 
choices.

The school board will have 
an opportunity to provide 
input with a decision to be 
made at a meeting on Aug. 24.

One of the colors will be the 
desginated “Olentangy blue” 
as it is for all of the district’s 

schools.
Olentangy High School’s 

mascot is the Braves with 
gold as its secondary color, 
while Olentangy Liberty High 
School’s mascot is the Patri-
ots with silver as its color. 
And Olentangy Orange High 
School’s secondary color is 
orange with the Pioneers as its 
mascot.

Raiff said it’s important to 
make a decision about the 
mascot and colors soon in 
order to have time to order 
athletic uniforms and other 
branding-involved products for 
the 2018-2019 school year.

Gazette reporter Brandon Klein can 
be reached by email or on Twitter at @
brandoneklein.
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By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@delgazette.com 

Over the past year, Delaware County has been witness 
to many road improvement projects that have helped 
spur the county’s growth.

After three decades of planning, the ribbon was cut to 
dedicate Sawmill Parkway in November 2016.

“This has been at least 30 years in the making,” Chief 
Deputy Engineer Rob Riley said in regard to the $30.4 
million infrastructure project.

In July of 2015, Trucco Construction, a Delaware-
based construction firm, was awarded the contract by 
Delaware County Commissioners for the building of the 
parkway.

The grand opening was held north of the Hyatts Road 
roundabout where Sawmill Parkway originally ended 
before the extension allowed it to come north from Pow-
ell to Delaware. At every intersection north of Hyatts 
there are no stop signs, only more roundabouts until the 
traffic light at U.S. 42 in Delaware.

County Commissioner Gary Merrell had said he 
hoped Sawmill Parkway would attract industrial busi-
ness development to the City of Delaware.

“It creates the opportunity and now it’s what we do 
with the opportunity,” Merrell said.

Another large project in the works is the Interstate 71 
and U.S. 36/State Route 37 corridor. The Ohio Depart-
ment of Transportation held the third in a series of pub-
lic hearings July 11 about the $162 million, multi-phase 
improvement project of the existing interchange.

The interchange was constructed more than 40 years 
ago and is the only access point from Interstate 71 to 
the central and northern part of Delaware County.

During a the public hearing, ODOT Project Manager 
Steve Fellenger said the improvements to the interstate 
corridor will be a great benefit for Delaware County.

“I think it’s going to be great for this region, whether 
you use this for daily commuting, getting to school 
or taking the kids to soccer practice,” he said. “I truly 
believe this project is going to improve your quality of 
life.”

Fellenger said the project is being driven by safety 
issues due to traffic congestion during peak times in the 
area.

Addressing the timeline of the project, Fellenger said 
there has been some concern about it taking 17 years to 
complete. He said the work will be done in phases stat-
ing that the corridor “will not be under construction for 
(a constant) 17 years.”

Along State Route 315 the ODOT closed a section of 
State Route 315 June 12 as it continued a slope-stabiliza-
tion project that began in January. The project is to stop 
the the erosion of the Olentangy River bank supporting 
the state route. The project is projected to cost $2.8 mil-
lion to build the stabilization wall.

The road was closed south of State Route 750 to Jew-
ett June 12 for approximately 50 days to complete the 
second phase of the wall.

The road is scheduled for resurfacing from the Frank-
lin County line to Jewett Road and from State Route 750 
north to U.S. 23 from June-October. The $1,021,242 
project will have flaggers coordinating traffic during 
short-term lane closures. According to ODOT officials 
the work is on schedule and will be completed by Octo-
ber.

Other ODOT road improvements include:
• Resurfacing State Route 37 from U.S. 36 and State 

Route 3 to Joe Walker Road. In the same time frame 
the resurfacing of U.S. 36 east of Interstate 71 to State 
Route 61. The project is a $1,829,458 investment.

• May-October north of Worthington-Galena Road 
under I-71 ODOT will repair a culvert. The $636,000 
investment will have temporary lane and shoulder clo-
sures on Worthington-Galena Road.

• August-September; $7,171,934 investment was 
made in resurfacing State Route 203/U.S. 23 from State 
Route 37 to the Marion County line and resurfacing 
U.S. 23 south of State Route 229 to the county line. The 
project is now complete according to ODOT officials.

Delaware County Engineer’s Office 2017-2018 proj-
ects include:

• Lewis Center & Bale Kenyon Intersection Improve-
ments

• Liberty and Jewett Road Intersection
• South Old State Road Improvements
• Worthington & Big Walnut Road Intersection
• South Old 3C Highway Improvements

D. Anthony Botkin may be reached at 740-413-0902 or on Twitter @dabotkin.

Courtesy Photo | ODOT

County’s growth triggers plenty of road construction

The Ohio Department of Transportation has placed extra signage 
warning of the closure of State Route 315 between Jewett Road 
and State Route 750. The large electronic orange travel time 
display signs on U.S. 23 at State Route 315 and on State Route 
315 north of Bethel Road in Columbus indicate that State Route 
315 is closed.

D. Anthony Botkin | The Gazette

Officials from Delaware, Delaware County and Trucco Construction opened Sawmill Parkway to the public November 10 by cutting yellow 
caution tape instead of the traditional ribbon. The 11-mile stretch of road runs north and south from Interstate 270 through Powell and 
Liberty Township to U.S. 42 just south of the city of Delaware.

From page 1

Olentangy

Courtesy photo

A ground view of Berlin High School, now under construction. The district broke ground for the fourth high school in 
June 2016. Gilbane Building Company is constructing the 303,000-square-foot high school. The facility will cost nearly 
$70 million to build.

construction management company, Lendlease, was 
concerned about the status of work on the courtrooms 
on the fifth floor of the new building. “They’re antici-
pating not having that completed until the end of 
August,” he said.

County Administrator Ferzan Ahmed said until the 
fifth floor of the new courthouse is completed the 
county can’t move into the building until September.

“The contractor has requested a time extension 
through Aug. 31.” Ahmed said. He said he recognize 
July 31 as a legitimate time extension do to various 
things, mostly weather related, that happened in 2016.

Lendlease officials had reported to commissioners 
of delays in construction due to poor weather condi-
tions and labor shortages throughout the course of the 
project. The contractor also had reported to make up 
for lost time crews had begun to work overtime and 
six days a week.

Melvin said there are more than 250 pages of 
detailed drawings related to the construction of the 

courthouse. He said he attributes some of the delay 
and cost to omitted details in the design and the asso-
ciated coordination issues due to the change in the 
work.

Melvin said the changes varied from adjustments 
in the courtrooms that were requested by judges, 
mechanical issues, details in the drawings, and some 
value-added changes.

In the meantime county officials who will be mov-
ing into the new building have watched the progress 
of the work through tours conducted by Melvin.

“The 300 level is the most finished,” Melvin said 
recently on one of his tours. “They are working their 
way up the floors.” The level will house the Clerk of 
Courts Office, a grand jury space, an adult court ser-
vices and public parking.

The 400 level will house the new Domestic Rela-
tions Court with four hearing rooms and a courtroom. 
The public hallways have floor to ceiling windows 
with a view of the Hayes building to the north and 
Delaware to the east.

“This will be Judge Fuller’s floor pretty much,” 
Melvin said. “It’s intended for future growth if we add 
another general division judge.”

Judge Randall Fuller was sworn in Dec. 28 to pre-
side over the newly formed court.

The 500 level will house courtrooms, magistrate 
spaces and separate mediation spaces for attorneys to 
speak in confidentiality with clients. The floor looks 
down at the Hayes building showing the new building 
is a little taller.

Each level will house in-custody defendant holding 
areas with a designated elevator away from public 
areas for better security.

“The key to security is keeping everything sepa-
rate,” Melvin said. “The prisoner elevator goes all the 
way down to the holding cells.”

Melvin added that there will also be 165 closed cir-
cuit cameras in the building keeping thing secure.

Once completed, the building will be landscaped 
with plazas between the Hayes Building and the main 
entrance with two levels of underground parking, with 
the lowest level for staff and the public, along with 
security screening equipment.

D. Anthony Botkin may be reached at 740-413-0902 or on Twitter @
dabotkin.

From page 1

Courthouse

D. Anthony Botkin | The Gazette

The new Delaware County Courthouse on North Sandusky Street, once completed, will house the 
Delaware County Common Pleas Court, the Delaware County Clerk of Courts Office, Adult Court 
Services and Adult Probation Authority.

Andrew Carter | The Gazette

The completion date for the new Delaware County courthouse has been delayed by a month, 
according to Facilities Director Jon Melvin to Aug. 31. Work continues at the new building located on 
North Sandusky Street to meet the new date.
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Scenes from the 2016 Delaware County Fair
The 2017 Delaware County Fair is scheduled for Sept. 16-23 at the county fairgrounds, 236 Pennsylvania Ave.
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NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, is the nation’s largest grassroots 
mental health organization  dedicated to building better lives for the millions of 

Americans affected by mental illness.

1 in 5 Americans live with a mental health condition
Are YOU looking for education, support and hope???

All of our classes and programs are FREE

NAMI Family to Family Education Program – This educational program is a 12-week 
course for the family and caregivers of individuals living with serious mental illness.  
Advance registration is required.

Dates: Wednesdays, August 16 – Nov. 8, 2017
Time: 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Location: NAMI Delaware & Morrow, 
 560 Sunbury Road, Suite 11, Delaware, OH 43015

Family Support Group – Ongoing support for family and friends of individuals who 
live with mental illness.  

Dates: 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month
Time: 6:30 pm – 8:00 p.m.
Location: NAMI Delaware & Morrow, 560 Sunbury Road, Suite 11, Delaware, 

OH 43015

Ending the Silence – This interactive 50-minute presentation helps teens (13 
through college age) learn about the warning signs of mental health conditions as 
well as what steps they should take to find support for themselves or their friends.  
Free of cost to schools, youth organizations and communities.

Peer-to Peer Education Program – This educational program is a 10-week course 
for adults living with mental health challenges. Advance registration required.

Connection Recovery Support Group – Ongoing recovery support for those who 
live with a mental health condition.

Dates: 2nd Thursday of each month 
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Maryhaven, 88 N. Sandusky St.,
 Delaware, OH 
Dates: 4th Thursday of each month
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at NAMI Delaware & Morrow, 560 Sunbury 

Road, Suite 11, Delaware, OH 43015

To register call 740-815-1767 or visit our website
www.namiofdel-mor.org

Funded by Delaware Morrow Mental Health Recovery Services Board, 
Consolidated Electric,

Delaware County Foundation, Healthcare Foundation of Delaware County, 
United Way of Central Ohio and Member Donations.

41008099

Care. Counsel. Support.
Syntero is now serving residents 

from Delaware and Morrow County.

Syntero’s new outpatient office located in the 
Mt. Carmel Health and Fitness Center facility 
at 7100 Graphics Way in Lewis Center is now open. 
Services provided include:

• Mental health and substance abuse treatment for children adolescents, adults and families
• Outpatient treatment and counseling
• Specialized therapeutic groups and psychiatry
• School based programming for Delaware and Morrow County schools
• Community-based services
• Case management
Medicaid, private insurance and offering sliding fee scale for residents who qualify

School Based Programming contact
Sara Harrison-Mills, LISW-S, Director of Clinical Operations 
sharrisonmills@syntero.org
740-428-0428 

Syntero – Dublin  |  299 Cramer Creek Court • Dublin, OH 43017
Syntero – Mill Run  |  3645 Ridge Mill Drive • Columbus, OH 43026
Syntero – Lewis Center  |  7100 Graphics Way, Ste. 3100 • Lewis Center, OH 43035
Syntero – Northeast  |  3433 Agler Road, Ste. 2000 • Columbus, OH 43219
Syntero – Intake Department  |  614-889-5722 ext 133

www.syntero.org

Syntero Office Locations

Providing compassionate, expert counseling and community- 
based services in central Ohio for over 40 years.

Outpatient Services contact
Chase Sullivan, LISW-S, Clinical Site Manager 
csullivan@syntero.org
740-428-0428

Syntero is a contract agency 
for the Delaware – Morrow 

Mental Health and 
Recovery Services Board
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When you choose to dine at a D.C. Rajun Cajun 
owned J. Gumbo’s, you are supporting a locally 
owned business. We strive not only to keep dollars 
local, but make every attempt to bring a collaborative 
working environment to Delaware County. Addition-
ally we are fully committed to the following:

Provide training and equal employment for indi-
viduals with developmental and mental disabilities.

Assist local Delaware area charities by donating 
gratuities graciously given by our guest. J. Gumbo’s 
is not a gratuity driven restaurant but we appreciate 
the gratitude shown for exceeding the expectations of 
our guests. We feel it is a privilege to serve you again 
and again, so gratuities collected will be disbursed 

to charities such as People In Need, Andrews House 
and Common Ground. Please let us know of worthy 
Delaware County charities that we will gladly add to 
our list.

Since our opening in April of 2012, we have perse-
vered in our mission of providing top notch American 
Cajun/Creole cuisine. We have also increased our 
collaborative efforts with organizations that support 
individuals with disabilities. We have been honored 
with many awards, both local and national along the 
way. Among those many awards are “Most Authen-
tic” & “Best Customer Service” as voted on by read-
ers of the Delaware Gazette. We are also a SCORE 
American Small Business Champion for 2017!

Stop and in and get to know us. Laissez les bon 
temps rouler!

J.Gumbo’s locally owned, 
supporting the community

Among the many awards J.Gumobo’s has won are “Most Authentic” 
& “Best Customer Service” as voted on by readers of the Delaware 
Gazette.

Delaware celebrates Independence Day 2017
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OhioHealth 24/7 emergency care.
The difference is night and day.  

OhioHealth Lewis Center Health Center

© OhioHealth Inc. 2017. All rights reserved. FY18-138-61167. 07/17.

Learn more at OhioHealth.com/LewisCenterHealthCenter

+	 Convenience	without	compromise:	Close	to	home	and	
work,	staffed	by	the	same	expert	emergency	physicians	
found	at	OhioHealth’s	hospitals.

+	 Comfortable	spaces	for	both	patients	and	family	members.

+	 Prompt	treatment	for	severe	or	life-threatening	conditions	
like	severe	bleeding,	shortness	of	breath,	chest	pains	or	
broken	bones.

24/7 Emergency Care for the entire family
OhioHealth and Nationwide Children’s Hospital both 
have 24/7 full-service Emergency Departments within 
the same building.
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OhioHealth Lewis Center Health Center
7853 Pacer Drive, Delaware, Ohio 43015

How do we get from where we are, to where we want to be? It’s a 
commitment to give patients and families at OhioHealth facilities the 
best care, close to home. Grady Memorial is a hospital where community 
members turn when they need us the most. Dr. Raymond Fuller, General 
Surgeon, grew up at Grady. He volunteered here, spent a month there 
during medical school, and when it was time to go to work, couldn’t 
think of a better place to live and work, than right here at home.  Plenty 
has changed over the years and some of the biggest changes for  
Dr. Fuller and his team have been in relation to progress — equipment 
and surgical space at Grady.

“I see where we are going. It’s an exciting time to be a surgeon at Grady, 
and a great time to be a patient,” Dr. Fuller said. “With an $8-million 
dollar project now complete, what we hear are overwhelmingly 
supportive and positive comments from everyone, but most importantly 
from our patients.”

The renovation of the second floor surgery center at Grady means a total 
of four large operating rooms, each more than 600 square feet. All have 
the latest equipment and technology, including high quality LED lights 
giving visual precision, large screens allowing teams to see X-rays in 
the room, and equipment mounted to the ceiling, easily accessible and 
movable. 

“It’s not just our space, but our people and programs make the 
difference in an enhanced patient experience,” Dr. Fuller said. It’s 
reaffirming to know what we’ve known all along, Grady stacks up with 
the great work being done at Riverside, Grant, Doctors and Dublin 
Methodist.”

And we won’t stop. More upgrades are sure to come. 

There is a misconception out there about emergency care in some 
circles. Some believe when you need emergency care, you need to go 
to the biggest hospital, with the best gizmos to get the best care. We 
believe you actually get the best care where the physicians and nurses 
are most attentive to you. In February, OhioHealth introduced a new 
opportunity to bring emergency healthcare closer to some in Delaware 
County at the Emergency Care Center at the new OhioHealth Lewis 
Center Health Center.

“This new facility is designed to be smaller, more efficient, and handle 
emergency needs closer to where you live and work,” Dr. David Watson, 
medical director, OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospital Emergency 
Department. “What you won’t be missing out on with this new 
experience, the same quality care you have grown to know and expect 
from OhioHealth.”

Standards are the same at the Lewis Center Emergency Care Center. 
You will see many of the faces from Grady Memorial working at the 
Emergency Care Center. 

“This is how we ensure the quality care for a stroke or heart attack 
patient is the same from OhioHealth teams no matter where you go for 
care,” Dr. Watson said.

After an emergency visit, patients often require follow-up care with 
their primary care physician. With both emergency care and primary 
care in the new health center, OhioHealth can more effectively manage 
patients’ access to follow-up care and connect patients that don’t 
already have a primary care physician.

In 2015, OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospital became a certified 
member of the MD Anderson Cancer Network, a program of  
MD Anderson Cancer Center, a world-renowned leader in cancer care. 
Seven Grady cancer physicians have been certified through the network, 
including Dr. Chaoyang Li.

“Through our relationship with the network, we have access to best 
practices, treatment plans, tumor boards, and cancer committees,” Dr. Li 
said. OhioHealth is serious about building a quality cancer program.  
It’s not a one person job — its teamwork.”

Patients in Delaware County have had access to high quality care 
through cancer surgery and medical oncology services, but now 
OhioHealth is making cancer progress.

In May, patients who need radiation oncology services can get it, close  
to home at the Delaware Health Center.

“That’s our goal,” said David Hinckley, OhioHealth system director of 
radiation oncology. “Patients receiving radiation are typically treated 
Monday through Friday, sometimes for six to eight weeks. It’s much 
more convenient to be able to receive state-of-the-art care close to home 
as opposed to traveling for it.”

It can be stressful to go through treatment. Between surgery, 
chemotherapy and radiation, patients go through a lot. But to be able 
to have treatments, close to home, surrounded by friends and family, it 
could help in the fight. 

“To be able to eliminate the hassle of a long commute is one way 
OhioHealth is making the overall experience better for patients. And, 
having all three services here will help ensure the continuum of care and 
better collaboration for patient care,” Dr. Li said.

In Delaware County, OhioHealth has been thinking about what is the best way to help you 
be your best when it comes to your health. We had a vision, planned for the future, made 
a financial commitment to your health and our health teams. No one truly knows what 
the future holds, but with your support, we feel we have made progress, and can’t wait to 
continue what we’ve started here.

Progress in Lewis Center Health Center

New Destination

Progress at OhioHealth Delaware Health Campus

Onward

Progress at OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospital

Moving Forward

By definition:
forward or onward to a destination

PRO GRESS
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OhioHealth 24/7 emergency care.
The difference is night and day.  

OhioHealth Lewis Center Health Center
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Learn more at OhioHealth.com/LewisCenterHealthCenter

+	 Convenience	without	compromise:	Close	to	home	and	
work,	staffed	by	the	same	expert	emergency	physicians	
found	at	OhioHealth’s	hospitals.

+	 Comfortable	spaces	for	both	patients	and	family	members.

+	 Prompt	treatment	for	severe	or	life-threatening	conditions	
like	severe	bleeding,	shortness	of	breath,	chest	pains	or	
broken	bones.

24/7 Emergency Care for the entire family
OhioHealth and Nationwide Children’s Hospital both 
have 24/7 full-service Emergency Departments within 
the same building.
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How do we get from where we are, to where we want to be? It’s a 
commitment to give patients and families at OhioHealth facilities the 
best care, close to home. Grady Memorial is a hospital where community 
members turn when they need us the most. Dr. Raymond Fuller, General 
Surgeon, grew up at Grady. He volunteered here, spent a month there 
during medical school, and when it was time to go to work, couldn’t 
think of a better place to live and work, than right here at home.  Plenty 
has changed over the years and some of the biggest changes for  
Dr. Fuller and his team have been in relation to progress — equipment 
and surgical space at Grady.

“I see where we are going. It’s an exciting time to be a surgeon at Grady, 
and a great time to be a patient,” Dr. Fuller said. “With an $8-million 
dollar project now complete, what we hear are overwhelmingly 
supportive and positive comments from everyone, but most importantly 
from our patients.”

The renovation of the second floor surgery center at Grady means a total 
of four large operating rooms, each more than 600 square feet. All have 
the latest equipment and technology, including high quality LED lights 
giving visual precision, large screens allowing teams to see X-rays in 
the room, and equipment mounted to the ceiling, easily accessible and 
movable. 

“It’s not just our space, but our people and programs make the 
difference in an enhanced patient experience,” Dr. Fuller said. It’s 
reaffirming to know what we’ve known all along, Grady stacks up with 
the great work being done at Riverside, Grant, Doctors and Dublin 
Methodist.”

And we won’t stop. More upgrades are sure to come. 

There is a misconception out there about emergency care in some 
circles. Some believe when you need emergency care, you need to go 
to the biggest hospital, with the best gizmos to get the best care. We 
believe you actually get the best care where the physicians and nurses 
are most attentive to you. In February, OhioHealth introduced a new 
opportunity to bring emergency healthcare closer to some in Delaware 
County at the Emergency Care Center at the new OhioHealth Lewis 
Center Health Center.

“This new facility is designed to be smaller, more efficient, and handle 
emergency needs closer to where you live and work,” Dr. David Watson, 
medical director, OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospital Emergency 
Department. “What you won’t be missing out on with this new 
experience, the same quality care you have grown to know and expect 
from OhioHealth.”

Standards are the same at the Lewis Center Emergency Care Center. 
You will see many of the faces from Grady Memorial working at the 
Emergency Care Center. 

“This is how we ensure the quality care for a stroke or heart attack 
patient is the same from OhioHealth teams no matter where you go for 
care,” Dr. Watson said.

After an emergency visit, patients often require follow-up care with 
their primary care physician. With both emergency care and primary 
care in the new health center, OhioHealth can more effectively manage 
patients’ access to follow-up care and connect patients that don’t 
already have a primary care physician.

In 2015, OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospital became a certified 
member of the MD Anderson Cancer Network, a program of  
MD Anderson Cancer Center, a world-renowned leader in cancer care. 
Seven Grady cancer physicians have been certified through the network, 
including Dr. Chaoyang Li.

“Through our relationship with the network, we have access to best 
practices, treatment plans, tumor boards, and cancer committees,” Dr. Li 
said. OhioHealth is serious about building a quality cancer program.  
It’s not a one person job — its teamwork.”

Patients in Delaware County have had access to high quality care 
through cancer surgery and medical oncology services, but now 
OhioHealth is making cancer progress.

In May, patients who need radiation oncology services can get it, close  
to home at the Delaware Health Center.

“That’s our goal,” said David Hinckley, OhioHealth system director of 
radiation oncology. “Patients receiving radiation are typically treated 
Monday through Friday, sometimes for six to eight weeks. It’s much 
more convenient to be able to receive state-of-the-art care close to home 
as opposed to traveling for it.”

It can be stressful to go through treatment. Between surgery, 
chemotherapy and radiation, patients go through a lot. But to be able 
to have treatments, close to home, surrounded by friends and family, it 
could help in the fight. 

“To be able to eliminate the hassle of a long commute is one way 
OhioHealth is making the overall experience better for patients. And, 
having all three services here will help ensure the continuum of care and 
better collaboration for patient care,” Dr. Li said.

In Delaware County, OhioHealth has been thinking about what is the best way to help you 
be your best when it comes to your health. We had a vision, planned for the future, made 
a financial commitment to your health and our health teams. No one truly knows what 
the future holds, but with your support, we feel we have made progress, and can’t wait to 
continue what we’ve started here.

Progress in Lewis Center Health Center

New Destination

Progress at OhioHealth Delaware Health Campus

Onward

Progress at OhioHealth Grady Memorial Hospital

Moving Forward

By definition:
forward or onward to a destination
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Amy Winter, left, and her husband, Tony Cabilovski, opened their first business together in downtown 
Delaware in 2016. The two blend Edwin Loy Home/Stone & Sparrow Apparel at 27 N. Sandusky St. 
Winter and Cabilovski have their own businesses in Uptown Westerville.

File photos | The Gazette

From page 1

Downtown
with new retail mixed in. Dixon will bring her barista 
background to the forefront by managing a full-service 
coffee bar complemented with a seating area.

A couple of blocks south of the new coffee store, 
Mo Nelson of Lewis Center planned to keep it simple 
when he opened his pizza restaurant at the former 
Delaware Dog. Nelson said Delaware came onto his 
radar when he and his wife attended the Blast from the 
Past Car Show two years ago.

“That car show brought us down,” he said.
The owner offers a single-page menu featuring a 

variety of wood-fired, individual-size pizzas along with 
appetizers and sandwiches. The restaurant’s repertoire 
of craft beers and wines will be selected to comple-
ment the pizzas offered.

“This is not Donatos,” he said.

Couple bring dual business
Amy Winter and her husband, Tony Cabilovski, 

opened Edwin Loy Home/Stone & Sparrow Apparel in 
August at 27 N. Sandusky St., which was formerly the 

Central Restaurant in downtown Delaware during the 
late 19th century.

The Edwin Loy Home portion of the 2,500-square-
foot venue specializes in artisan-painted furniture, 
home goods and gifts, and is an official dealer of Chalk 
Paint by Annie Sloan. Stone & Sparrow Apparel fea-
tures a women’s and men’s clothing boutique with low 
key brands, jewelry and accessories.

The two have businesses in Uptown Westerville and 
saw the same vibe in downtown Delaware to open 
their new business.

“Uptown’s been great to us,” Cabilovski said. “We 
can tell it’s the same way here.”

Owner gets ‘Fresh Start’
Todd Daughenbaugh said he needed a fresh start 

after working more than 20 years behind a desk.
Hence the name of his business, Fresh Start Cafe 

and Bakery, 24 N. Sandusky St., in downtown Dela-
ware. The 2,700-square-foot eatery features a selection 
of muffins, cookies and cakes and specialty coffees 
from its Columbus-based partner Crimson Cup. 
Daughenbaugh, who use to commute to Columbus for 
at least a decade, started the business in July 2016.

The cafe’s name has several meanings both personal 

and commercial for Daughenbaugh, who wants to 
provide quality products and exceptional customer 
service.

It’s “a fresh start to your day, and a fresh start to my 
life,” he said.

The Big Cheese
The Greater Gouda had its grand opening in June 

2016.
Located at 12 N. Sandusky St., the specialty grocery 

features cheese and fine foods.
“We think of the Greater Gouda as a country cheese 

shop with a gourmet touch,” said owner Mark Smiles.
More than 80 types of cheese are available, as well as 

sliced-to-order Italian meats, jams, old-fashioned can-
dies, pastas, sauces and snacks. Products are planned 
to change over time, based on the season and requests 
from customers.

“We’re part of the Delaware family,” Terri-Lynne 
Smiles said. “That means we need to help those in 
need as well as serve those who love good food.”

For more information, visit www.greatergouda.com.

Gazette reporter Brandon Klein can be reached by email or on Twitter at @
brandoneklein.

Kimberly Zoob, the owner of Real Big Puppy, 28B S. Sandusky St., shows the size of one of the 
boutique’s wash tubs with her two Great Danes, Oakley and Mason, while holding her English 
bulldog, Sophie. The store provides retail products and two self-wash tubs for dogs up to 200 
pounds.

By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@delgazette.com 

The Delaware Area Career Center 
was forced to suspend its plans to 
combine its programs into one $45 
million consolidated campus after an 
error kept the DACC from collecting 
millions of dollars from a 2015 renewal 
levy.

In April 2016, the DACC approved 
plans for a $45 million project to bring 
all the DACC’s programs to a 224,774 
square-foot consolidated campus. The 
DACC broke ground in October 2016 
and the construction was projected to 
concluded early in 2018.

However, in December 2016 the 
DACC learned that they would not be 
receiving any funds from a renewal 
levy that was passed in 2015 and 
DACC Superintendent Mary Beth 
Freeman said the lack of funds would 
force the consolidation project to be 
put on hold.

In 2015, the DACC’s renewal levy 
passed by 10,644 votes in Delaware 
County and was supposed to appear 
on the ballot for 1,026 voters in Frank-
lin, Marion, Morrow, and Union coun-
ties.

However, due to an error made by 
the Delaware County Board of Elec-
tions, the levy did not appear in Frank-
lin, Marion, Morrow, and Union coun-
ties and when it came time to collect 
taxes from the levy the Ohio Depart-
ment of Taxation refused to certify the 
levy because the 1,026 residents in the 
other counties did not get a chance to 
vote.

The Career Center filed a Writ of 
Mandamus with the Ohio Supreme 
Court on Jan. 17, asking them to inter-
cede after the Department of Taxation 
refused to collect money for the levy 
because the 1,026 qualified voters in 
neighboring counties did not vote on 
the levy.

On March 8, the Supreme Court 

ruled 4-3 to deny the Career Center’s 
request, and said the tax commission-
er could not be compelled to calculate 
tax rates for the five counties, because 
the board of elections had not certified 
results from all five counties.

The motion to reconsider, filed on 
March 20 by the DACC, argued that 
the Supreme Court’s decision has far 
reaching implications and gives the 
Ohio Department of Taxation too 
much authority and essentially granted 
the tax commissioner unwarranted 
authority to deny any election out-
come.

On April 7, the Supreme Court ruled 
4-3 to deny the motion to reconsider.

In January, DACC Superintendent 
Mary Beth Freeman said the lack of 
funds would affect the consolidation 
project and after the Supreme Court’s 
final decision, Freeman said the DACC 
would allow contractors to finish walls 
and roofs and get the consolidation 
project to a structurally sound state 
before they would suspend the con-
struction.

At their June board meeting, the 
DACC Board of Education voted to 
suspend construction and took steps 

to place a new levy to take the place 
of the 2015 levy on the ballot this 
November.

However, local state representa-
tives Andrew Brenner (R-Powell) 
and Rick Carfagna (R-Genoa Town-
ship) authored House Bill 124, which 
extends the DACC’s renewal levy that 
was passed by voters in 2015.

The legislation also stipulates that it 
would continue the previous renewal 
levy, which would contain rollbacks 
from the State of Ohio, instead of a 
replacement levy, which would not 
contain the state rollbacks.

The bill was approved by the House 
on May 17 and was sent to the Sen-
ate Ways and Means Committee. 
An amended version of the bill was 
approved on June 21 by the senate and 
the bill was signed by Governor John 
Kasich on June 28.

“I would like to thank the governor 
for recognizing the importance of this 
bill,” said DACC Superintendent Mary 
Beth Freeman after the bill was signed 
by Kasich. “Not only does it help 
DACC by only going back to those in 
the four counties who did not get to 
vote, it protects the rollback for our 

homeowners, which saves taxpayer 
dollars.”

Since House Bill 124 passed DACC 
Public Relations Supervisor Alicia 
Mowry said the board will be taking 
steps to put a new levy to replace the 
2015 levy on the November ballot in 
just Franklin, Marion, Morrow and 
Union County, since the levy was 
extended for Delaware County.

Mowry said in July that the DACC 
plans to remove the five-county levy 
before the election, but is keeping both 
levies on for the time being so that in 
the event of something going wrong, 
the DACC won’t miss the August fill-
ing deadline.

Despite the issues the DACC has 
faced, Freeman is focused on the future 
and providing instruction to students.

“Enrollment at DACC continues to 
climb. Programs that were added just 
last year are already filling quickly,” 
Freeman said in July 2017. “In addi-
tion, we have hired quality staff to join 
our team of outstanding professionals 
who provide high quality instruction 
and services for our students.”

Glenn Battishill can be reached at 740-413-0903 or 
on Twitter @BattishillDG.

Courtesy photo | Delaware Area Career Center

DACC consolidation stalled by tax issues

Courtesy photo | Delaware Area Career Center

A virtual tour of what the consolidated campus may look like was given to board members at 
a meeting in August 2016. The virtual tour went through the existing and renovated areas and 
concluded in the new section of the school.

Glenn Battishill | The Gazette
Crews from Elford Construction work to make 
the ongoing construction project as strutrually 
sound as possible on June 30, 2017 before 
construction was suspended. DACC Officials 
have said construction will not begin until the 
board has a letter certifying a tax levy.

Courtesy photo | Delaware Area Career Center

This illustration shows a new student entrance that would face U.S. 23. The designers of the building said this is one of several entrances 
for students and — along with improvements to the parking lot and bus loop — will separate bus traffic and student vehicles.

An artists rendering of what the consolidated campus will look 
like from above. The expansion would be added to the south side 
of the school and would house DACC North Campus programs like 
automotive and construction.
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By Glenn Battishill
gbattishill@delgazette.com 

After years of construction and reno-
vation, staff at Delaware City Schools is 
ready to instruct and enjoy all the new 
spaces around the district.

In 2013, voters in Delaware approved 
a 3.6-mill bond issue for Delaware 
City Schools that aimed to expand and 
renovate every school in the district 
to accommodate the rapidly growing 
population in Delaware.

District officials reported that enroll-
ment at Delaware Hayes High School 
is expected to reach 1,850 by 2020 and 
new spaces were were needed both for 
instruction and for dining.

To that end, a new academic wing 
of 22 new classrooms was added to 
the northeast side of the building and 
several existing classrooms were reno-
vated and updated. The new wing was 
completed earlier this year and crews 
have since been working to renovate 
spaces on the south side of the school 
to add a second eating area called “The 
Homestretch,” named so because the 
room will be roughly the size of the 
homestretch at The Little Brown Jug 
harness race.

Delaware Hayes High School Princi-
pal Ric Stranges said this area will cut 
down on the amount of students that 
will have to eat in the gym and said 
there will be serving areas at both ends 
of the room to make lines shorter.

Additionally, crews added a new 
fitness area and locker rooms to the 
ground floor on the south side of the 
school for student athletes to use.

The front entrance at Hayes was also 
renovated over the summer and Strang-
es said the main entrance doors have 
been moved closer to the drop off loop 
at the east end of the school and said 
the current airlock will be transformed 
into a waiting room to improve safety 
for students.

Stranges said the new entrance will 
create a “grander” face for Hayes.

“The staff and students at Delaware 
Hayes will be so excited to share its 
new spaces for learning in the 21st 
century,” Stranges said. “Our sup-
portive community will be proud that 
we continued to honor our past while 
providing new and innovative spaces 
for learning for our students today and 
into the future.”

The district has also spent the 
past four years renovating Dempsey 
Middle School and all of the elemen-
tary schools around the district so the 

district can move fifth grade back to 
the elementary schools and move sixth 
grade to the middle school.

Fifth and sixth graders were for-
merly instructed at Willis Intermediate 
School, but were moved to their new 
homes at the elementary schools and 
Dempsey at the start of the 2016-2017 
school year.

However, fifth graders at Smith and 
Woodward were still instructed at Wil-
lis while the new wings of classrooms 
were completed at Smith and Wood-
ward.

At Woodward, a new wing of eight 
classrooms, an art room, a music room 
and a new gym were recently com-
pleted in time for the upcoming school 
year. The new classrooms will be used 
by all-day kindergarten and preschool 
and fifth-graders will be taught in exist-
ing classrooms.

“I am so excited for this new chapter 
for Woodward!” said Woodward Prin-
cipal Ryan Malany. “We are excited to 
have brand new dedicated art, music, 
and physical education facilities for 
our students. The new fifth grade 
classrooms turned out wonderfully and 
there are a number of smaller class-
rooms and spaces around the building 
that received great updates! It will be 
great to have our preschool programs 
all housed under one room to allow for 
even better collaboration and support 
of these students!”

Woodward also gained a drop-off 
loop and a new parking lot.

“It will be great to have students 
loading buses and cars in safer and 
more efficient areas thanks to the con-
struction project,” Malany said.

Smith, Carlisle, Schultz and Conger 
elementary schools also underwent 
renovations in the past four years and 
all gained new classrooms and other 
spaces to accommodate the move to 
fifth grade.

Dempsey received a new sixth grade 
wing, which added 21 new learning 
spaces, including an auxiliary gym, art 
classes and science labs.

Willis is now used as the administra-
tion headquarters for the district but 
school officials said community organi-
zations like United Way will be moving 
into the spare space at the building.

“We’ve got all the construction done 
and now it’s about kind of enjoying the 
fruits of all that construction that has 
been done,” Craft said on July 6.

Glenn Battishill can be reached at 740-413-0903 or on 
Twitter @BattishillDG.

Delaware City School District 
completes construction projects

The exterior of the new wing of classrooms for fifth-graders at Smith Elementary School. The 
new wing adds seven classrooms and a gymnasium and will be completed by the start of this 
school year.

A view of the northwest side of Woodward Elementary, 
where the new wing of classrooms a eight classrooms, 
an art room, a music room and a new gym were 
recently completed. The renovations also included a 
new drop-off loop and parking lot.

Workers from Dunlop and Johnston lay bricks on the new wing at Dempsey Middle School on Aug. 31, 
2015. The new wing added 21 new learning spaces, including an auxiliary gym, art classes and science 
labs. The parking lot at Dempsey was also renovated and improved.

The front entrance at Hayes was also renovated over the summer and the main entrance doors have 
been moved closer to the drop off loop at the east end of the school. Hayes Principal Ric Stranges 
said the current airlock will be transformed into a waiting room to improve safety for students. 
Stranges said the new entrance will create a “grander” face for Hayes.

Photos by Glenn Battishill | The Gazette

Workers from Turner Construction Co. build a wall for the new wing at Carlisle Elementary School on 
Aug. 26, 2015. The new wing will houses more classrooms and a gymnasium to accommodate fifth-
graders.

Workers from 2K General Contracting load 
dirt onto a truck while working on the 
foundation for the building expansion at 
Conger Elementary School on July 28, 2015. 
The expansion will added new classrooms; 
reconfigured the school offices to increase 
security; created additional parking spaces; 
and improved routes for student pick-up and 
drop-off.
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Your Favorite 
Carpet/Flooring Store!  
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www.KellysWholesaleCarpet.com
2097 London Rd., Suite K, Delaware
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By D. Anthony Botkin
abotkin@delgazette.com 

IKEA officials report that everything has gone 
“smoothly” since the opening of the new Columbus 
store in June at the Polaris Centers of Commerce.

“It’s definitely meeting our expectations,” Joseph 
Roth, IKEA public affairs manager, said about the 
new 354,000-square-foot Columbus store. “We 
opened in Columbus because the market is large 
enough to support the store.”

IKEA, the world’s leading home furnishings 
retailer, opened the doors of the store on June 7. The 
354,000 square-foot IKEA Columbus, 1900 IKEA 
Way, is located on 33 acres at the northeastern corner 
of Interstate-71 and Gemini Place in the Polaris Cen-
ters of Commerce.

The Swedish company’s Columbus store is the sec-
ond in Ohio, the 44th in the United States, and 397th 
worldwide. The other Oho store is located in West 
Chester just north of Cincinnati.

Roth said the Delaware County store is now transi-
tioning from the opening phase to everyday business. 
He said the flow of customers has remained steady 
and constant.

“We’ve been using the overflow parking lots every 
day since we’ve been open,” he said. “Though the 
opening might have been lighter than expected, busi-
ness has been entirely constant.”

The store’s parking lot has approximately 1,100 
parking spaces with three electric vehicle charging 
stations.

IKEA Columbus employs approximately 325 people 
who live in Delaware County and the Central Ohio 
area.

The store features 10,000 exclusively-designed 
items, a 450-seat restaurant, 41 inspirational room 
settings, three model home interiors, and a super-
vised children’s play area.

Roth said the store often draws customers who 
have driven a couple of hours to shop for its products 
or eat their ethnic fare.

“Many of the people are coming for the restaurant,” 
he said. “The people who are shopping are not there 
to shop for just one item.”

Once dropping off their children in the play area, 
customers can ride the escalator up to showrooms 
displaying furniture and home goods for every room 
of the house that include appliances, bedding, picture 
frames, kitchen utensils, and shelving. The displays 
include backlit screens showing how a blind or cur-
tain might appear as it hangs in a home.

Lighted arrows on the floor lead customers around 
and through the displays with blue overhead signs 
offering shortcuts.

The company stresses a green policy of using solar 
panels to eliminating plastic bags and using LED 
lighting.

Supporting the company’s green policy, IKEA 

installed one of Ohio’s largest rooftop solar arrays on 
top of the Columbus store.

“Constantly we are trying to find ways to lower the 
cost of production, and we pass the savings on to the 
customer,” store manager David Garcia said. There 
are three main ways to shop — smaller items can go 
directly in the shopping cart; items with a yellow tag 
require contacting a staff member; and items with a 
red tag can be found in the warehouse, unassembled 
in a lightweight package.

Some of the furnishings are attractively displayed 

in small rooms so that even if a customer doesn’t buy 
anything, they might get some decorating ideas, Gar-
cia said. However, he said a typical customer comes 
to IKEA three times a year, and should see different 
products on view each visit.

Computers, note paper and pencils in the store 
allow the customer to plan how they want to cus-
tomize their living space. They can even make an 
appointment to see an in-store decorator.

D. Anthony Botkin may be reached at 740-413-0902 or on Twitter @
dabotkin.

Smooth operation at new IKEA store

D. Anthony Botkin | The Gazette

IKEA stocks so many items that it’s not just a store it is a shopping 
experience. In the lighting section of the store Owen Weikert found 
a light that expands from a ball into an artistically shaped lamp.

The Columbus IKEA store often draws customers who have driven a couple of hours to shop for its products or eat their ethnic fare. “The 
people who are shopping are not there to shop for just one item,” said Joseph Roth, IKEA public affairs manager.

IKEA Columbus opened June 7 and has operated smoothly, according to store officials. Approximately 325 people are employed at the 354,000-square foot store.

TTM Mechanical is a family owned and 
operated HVAC business with thirteen years of 
experience.

Tim was born and raised in Delaware and 
a graduate of Hayes High school. He enlisted 
in the United States Marine Corp in 1998 
and was honorably discharged as a Sargent in 
2002.

“I was proud to serve my country and now I 
am proud to serve my community with integ-
rity and fair business practices that you would 
hope to find in all of your small home town 
businesses.”

 ~ Tim Morrow, Owner Operator

TTM Mechanical
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At Kelly’s Wholesale Carpet & 
Flooring, we want to provide Central 
Ohio with a true wholesale flooring 
experience. Developing connections 
over the past twenty years enables us 
to provide you with unbelievable pric-
es on high end carpet and flooring. 
We sell you short rolls and remnants 
for less than the traditional retailer 
even pays for the product.

From our retail experience, we are 
positive that we are offering the best 
prices on these materials. Stop by 
to see our inventory and experience 
world class service and unbeatable 
prices.

Specialties
Wholesale pricing on carpet, carpet 

rolls, carpet remnants, vinyl, hard-
woods, laminates, and ceramic tile. 
Originally from Dalton, Georgia, the 
carpet capital of the world, Kelly’s 
has a 5,000 square foot warehouse 

full of these products. They offer in 
home shopping as well. All of their 
installers work only for Kelly’s. We 
take cash, check, VISA, MC, Discov-
er, AMEX. 6 months financing avail-
able as well.

From our retail experience, we are 
positive that we are offering the best 
prices on these materials.

Stop by to see our inventory and 
experience world class service and 
unbeatable prices.

Wholesale pricing on carpet, carpet 
rolls, carpet remnants, vinyl, hard-
woods, laminates, and ceramic tile. 
Originally from Dalton, Georgia, the 
carpet capital of the world, Kelly’s 
has a 5,000 square foot warehouse 

full of these products. They offer in 
home shopping as well. All of their 
installers work only for Kelly’s. We 
take cash, check, VISA, MC, Discov-
er, AMEX. 6 months financing avail-
able as well.

By Lenny C. Lepola
For The Gazette 

After more than a year since the first 
shovel of dirt was turned, the Tanger 
Outlets Columbus mall officially 
opened in June of 2016 in Berkshire 
Township.

And the retail destination has been 
busy in the past year.

The opening last year quickly filled 
up the mall’s parking lots and led to 
traffic jams on the highways surround-
ing it, including U.S. 36/State Route 
37 and Interstate 71. At one point, 
northbound I-71 traffic was reportedly 
backed up for five miles.

Delaware County sheriff’s deputies 
had their hands full trying to direct 
traffic, to keep would-be shoppers from 
parking along the highways and to 
allow employees to get to their jobs.

Regarding the mall’s opening week-
end, Sheriff Russell Martin said “we 
are encouraging people the best they 
can to spread out the visit throughout 
the day, instead of going as soon as it 
opens. … It’s going to be there for a 
long time and the shopping opportuni-
ties will be there months from now.”

He added: “We want people to have 
a good experience and ask that they be 
patient.”

Prior to its opening, the project had 
already had a positive economic impact 
on the area through the creation of 
more than 400 jobs during the con-
struction phase, developers said, and 
the completed center creates more than 
900 full- and part-time retail manage-
ment and sales positions.

The now year-old outlet mall is home 
more than 80 upscale brand name and 
designer outlet retailers, including Ann 
Taylor Factory Store, Nike Factory 
Store, Banana Republic Factory Store, 
American Eagle Outfitters, Talbots 
Outlet, Gap Factory Store, and Loft 
Outlet.

Representing the developer at the 
June 2016 ribbon cutting were Steven 
B. Tanger, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Tanger Outlets, and Ste-
phen Yalof, CEO of Premium Outlets.

A host of local and state dignitaries 
were also on board for the ceremonial 
ribbon cutting, including Berkshire 
Township Trustee Bill Holtry, Delaware 
County Commission Chair Barb Lewis, 
Congressman Pat Tiberi, Ohio Lt. Gov-
ernor Mary Taylor, Ohio Development 
Services Agency Director David Good-
man, and Steven Taylor, representing 
Sen. Rob Portman.

Holtry noted that a little over a year 
ago the sprawling outlet mall complex 
was a bean field.

“This has been a long journey,” Hol-
try said. “Today, we’re seeing the open-
ing of a beautiful mall built by a world-
class organization. This community has 
great schools, Delaware County has 
great places to golf, and now this will 
be a great place to shop.”

Lewis remembered the rainy weather 
during the 2015 groundbreaking cer-
emony in that Berkshire Township 
bean field.

“Today is gorgeous,” Lewis said. 
“The sun is shining on the most beauti-
ful mall with great merchandise.”

Lewis noted that Delaware County 
recently had a positive upgrade to its 
bond rating, partially due to the eco-
nomic boost the Simon-Tanger Outlets 
Mall adds to the county.

Congressman Pat Tiberi noted the 
many trials Simon-Tanger went through 
to make the mall a reality.

“Delaware County is the fastest 
growing county in Ohio, and Simon-
Tanger is part of that growth,” Tiberi 
said. “It was a bumpy road; getting to 
today wasn’t easy. They could have 
gone anywhere in the country, but they 
stuck to it.”

Taylor said the state was been rated 
number one for middle-market com-
pany creation.

“This is what it’s all about, creating 
jobs for central Ohio,” Taylor said. 
“This will create 900 jobs here in the 
state of Ohio, and the credit goes to the 

people at Simon-Tanger and the invest-
ment they’re making.”

Tanger said he was proud that the 
local community allowed Tanger Out-
lets to be a part of Ohio’s growth.

“We thank you for inviting us into 
your home,” Tanger said. “We know 
the residents of Berkshire Township 
and Delaware County take great pride 
in developing their economy. It’s been 
an interesting ride and a bumpy road 
getting here, but building deep and 
lasting partnerships is part of our phi-
losophy.

Sunbury Mayor Tommy Hatfield said 
that the Village of Sunbury was happy 
to welcome Tanger Outlets to the com-
munity.

“These are exciting times for Sun-
bury and Delaware County, and we 
think Tanger Outlets is going to make 
a great community partner,” Hatfield 
wrote. “We anticipate this to be the 
first step in what will be a wonderful 
development at I-71 in Sunbury.”

The Simon-Tanger Outlet Mall is the 
first stage in what will be a reconfigu-
ration of the I-71 36/37 Interchange. 
Interchange modifications will include 
a second interchange south of the 
existing interchange. The southern 
interchange will include NorthGate 
Commerce Center and link Sunbury via 
a new roadway — Sunbury Parkway. 
That interchange upgrade is scheduled 
to break ground in 2018.

Senior, Military, Veteran, First Responder Discounts
Serving Delaware and Surrounding Communities

Senior, Military, Veteran, First Responder Discounts
Serving Delaware and Surrounding Communities

• New Construction
 • Remodel • Replacement

Senior, Military, Veteran, First Responder Discounts
Serving Delaware and Surrounding Communities
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Courtesy photo | Ohio State Highway Patrol

An aerial view of the intersection of Interstate 71 
and U.S. 36/State Route 37 from June 2016 as 
traffic backed up onto 71 when customers tried 
to make their way to the mall opening.

Lenny C. Lepola | For The Gazette

Congressman Pat Tiberi, right, presents a congressional proclamation to Steven B. Tanger, chief executive officer of Tanger Outlets, while Jonathan and 
Drew Scott of HGTV’s “Property Brothers” look on.

Tanger Outlets joined local retail market in 2016

Kelly’s Wholesale Carpet & Flooring offers quality and experience

2097 London Rd Suite J, Delaware
Hours

Monday, Wed, Friday 10-6 p.m.
Tuesday 10-4 p.m., Thursday 10-5,  

and Saturday 9-12

Stop by and
see us today!

Submitted 

Jack Hilborn - Hilborn Insurance
Hilborn Insurance is celebrat-

ing 79 years in business. Since 
1938 we have provided vital 
insurance programs for Dela-
ware, Ohio, Delaware County, 
and the surrounding counties.

Hilborn Insurance provides 
auto, home, business, life, 
health, and farm insurance. 

We always make sure you are 
well protected at a reasonable 
investment.

Hilborn Insurance prides 
itself by helping local auto 
owners, homeowners and busi-
nesses in providing quality 
insurance programs tailored to 
their needs.

I would like to thank all of 
our customers and look forward 
to working with you.

Hilborn Insurance
 79 years serving Delaware County

Submitted 

Syntero is proud to 
be serving Delaware 
and Morrow County 

residents’ mental health 
and substance use dis-
order outpatient needs 
at the Mount Carmel 
Fitness and Wellness 
Center at 7100 Graphics 
Way. Appointments are 
available for children, 
adults and older adults 
with any payer source, 

or no payer source. We 
are looking forward to 
working with numer-
ous partners including 
Olentangy Schools, 
Delaware City Schools, 
Big Walnut Schools, 
Buckeye Valley and the 
Tomorrow Center.

Syntero
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Lewis Center resident Sean Kelly was among the 
2,600 athletes at the inaugural Ironman Ohio 70.3 
triathlon, bringing his “slightly complicated” back-
ground to Sunday’s race, he said.

Kelly, 36, has trained to become a top triathlete for 
the past three years, overcoming his childhood fears 
and frustrations. Born in England to Irish parents, 
his aspiration to become a triathlete was rooted in a 
traumatic experience.

“I nearly drowned in an accident when I was 
6 years old, my dad saved my life,” he said in an 
email. “I’d spent my whole life scared of water, did 
everything I could to avoid it – I didn’t even stick 
my head under in a swimming pool again until I was 
21. I would always try and get out of swim classes at 
school. It was like ritual humiliation.”

Before his mother died in 2006, Kelly said he told 
her would love to compete in triathlons because he 
couldn’t swim or ride a bicycle well and hated run-
ning.

“After attending the 2012 Olympics in London, I 
decided to try and pursue it,” he said.

Kelly spent the first five months of 2013 in the shal-
low end of a pool (wearing “floaties”) with a coach, 
while trying to swim one width.

“Small children and [retirees] were swimming past 
me like it was nothing,” he said. “It feels bad enough 
when you’re a child, but when you’re 32, you feel 
completely inadequate.”

He finally could swim a width of a pool at the 
end of May 2013 before moving into open water, a 
terrifying moment for Kelly since his drowning inci-
dent. Seven weeks later, he completed a triathlon in 
London and four months later his first Ironman in 
Cozumel, Mexico, followed by a California marathon, 
a week later.

“It was only after it was all finished that my coach 
told me that when we had started in January, she 
thought there was no hope of getting me ready in 
time,” he said. “Apparently she didn’t want to dis-
courage me.”

Kelly completed another Ironman in Cozumel in 
2014 and has raced in the United States, Canada, 
Mexico and the United Kingdom.

“I’ve discussed doing five Ironmans on five conti-
nents in one year, but that takes up quite a lot of time 
and effort, so I haven’t done it yet,” he said.

Instead, he committed to doing three triathlons in 
three countries on three straight weekends, while the 
Olympics take place in Rio de Janeiro. Kelly compet-
ed in the London Triathlon in England with the bicy-
cle portion going past the London Eye Ferris wheel 
and the Big Ben (officially the Elizabeth Tower). But 
he had to withdraw from the Ironman 70.3 in Ireland 
because he suffered a cold shock in the Irish Sea, 
which was 55 degrees Fahrenheit.

“I’ve never trained in anything close to that. As 
much as I wanted to complete all three races this 
month, you have to overrule your ego when it comes 
to safety. I’ve nearly drowned once, and I have to 
respect the water,” Kelly said.

Delaware County resident and teacher Hilarie 
Barry combined her love of children and triathlons 
at the 2016 Ironman 70.3 Ohio by running, biking 
and swimming for a cause.

Barry started participating in triathlons 10 years 
ago after spending plenty of time on the sidelines, 
cheering her husband on as he participated in them.

“I would go with him to races and think: a lot 
of people doing these things, why am I not doing 
them? So for turning 50, I decided to start doing 
triathlons,” said Barry.

She ended up loving them and has been compet-
ing in several competitions every year since. Train-
ing 10 to 12 hours a week, Hilarie said she found 
it therapeutic to get up and run in the dark at 5:30 
a.m. before she started her day at Schultz Elemen-
tary.

The 2016 event was Hilarie’s second-ever Iron-
man, as she competed in one years ago in Rhode 
Island. Barry and her husband, Joe, knew they want-
ed to do something a bit different if they were going 
to do another Ironman.

This year they had an eye-opening experience 
as they were not only blessed with four new, well-
provided-for healthy grandchildren, but they also 
got the opportunity to volunteer at the Delaware 
County branch of Family Promise.

Family Promise is a national program that helps 
homeless families and expecting mothers achieve 
lasting independence. The Delaware County branch 
is in a six-bedroom home — supported by local 
congregations in Delaware County — that provides 
homeless families with food, shelter and assistance 
with obtaining employment and housing.

Willow Brook Christian Home
55 Lazelle Road - Columbus/Worthington

614-885-3300

Willow Brook at Delaware Run
100 Delaware Crossing W - US36/West William St

740-201-5640
Willow Brook Christian Village

100 Willow Brook Way S - off US 23

740-369-0048

     When you want the very best :

For Yourself . . .

•	 Delaware Run is #1 in Delaware 
County family satisfaction surveys by 
the Department of Aging.

•	 Willow Brook Christian Home is #1 
in Franklin County.

•	 Gazette readers choose Willow 
Brook’s retirement communities and 
healthcare centers year after year in 
the Readers’ Choice competition.

•	 Chefs at Willow Brook Christian 
Home have taken top honors in the 
Taste of Worthington competition ten 
times.

•	 Willow Brook’s five health care centers 
receive perfect or near-perfect scores 
in Ohio Department of Health inspec-
tions every year.

•	 Both of Willow Brook’s skilled nurs-
ing and rehab centers are rated five 
stars (the highest) by Medicare’s web 
site Medicare Compare page (www.
medicare.com).

•	 Both of Willow Brook’s Delaware 
restaurants earn perfect scores from 
the county health inspectors.

Will I be happy?
Will we have fun?
Is the food good?
Will I make friends?
Will it be a good life?

 . . . or for Someone you Love

Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes!
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Athletes walk down the beach toward the water for the start of the 2016 Ironman 70.3 Ohio at Delaware State Park.

From page 2

Ironman

Lewis Center resident Sean Kelly competed in the 2016 Ironman 
Ohio 70.3 in Delaware.


