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Galion High School bids farewell to Class of 2021
94 students
receive diplomas
By Andrew Carter

acarter@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — Galion High School students have taken the next step toward
their future. Ninety-four seniors received
diplomas during the 2021 commencement
ceremony on Sunday, May 23.
Senior class President Nathaniel K. Ivy
had the opportunity to address his classmates. He said he and many others are
proud of this senior class for overcoming
many obstacles over the past year.
“Our parents are proud. Our teachers
are proud. Everyone that has brought us
to this moment is proud,” Ivy said. “So
look to the ones that have supported you
and show them your appreciation. It’s as
easy as writing a thank you card. A thank
you card may seem like a small token
of gratitude, but it’s so much more than
that. It’s an opportunity to reflect on our
gratitude and appreciation for the people
that have put their time and energy into
our lives.
“Thankfulness is a necessity to life and
it allows an individual to look positively at
the world around them. While it’s important to acknowledge the good people in
our lives, we must also look at the individuals that have brought us hardships and
offer mercy,” he added. “Forgiveness is so
much harder to give than gratitude, but
in an odd way they go together, hand in
hand. A person that can thank their closest friend and forgive their worst enemy
shows great character, perseverance, and
leadership. Before we all leave Galion
High School, I hope that we can all thank
the ones that got us here and forgive the
ones that need forgiving so we can enter
this next chapter of our lives with a clean
slate.”
Superintendent Jennifer Allerding said
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Members of the Galion High School Class of 2021 turn their tassels after receiving their diplomas during the commencement ceremony on Sunday, May
23, 2021.

the Class of 2021 holds “a special place
in my heart” because she’s known them
since they were middle school students.
“In 2014, these students were just
entering the doors of Galion Middle
School as sixth graders at the same time
that I was also new to GMS,” Allerding
explained. “It has been my great pleasure
to watch them grow from the middle
schoolers that I loved to the strong, independent, and unique senior class that they
are. They have given us so many wonderful moments, not only this year, but years
in the past.
“Class of 2021, I will miss each one of
you, but I’m so excited to see the many
great things that you will accomplish,”
Allerding added. “As you walk out of the
doors of Galion High School today, please
remember that all of us at Galion City

Schools will always be here to support and
assist you and that you are always welcome. And finally, and most importantly,
always remember that you are loved.”
Mike Mateer, president of the Galion
City Schools Board of Education, praised
the senior class for its accomplishments
and for reaching the end of their high
school career.
“These men and women have followed
a path within our school system that has
ended with their attendance at this culminating event,” Mateer said. “They have
believed, achieved, succeeded, and, most
of all, persevered. They are winners. You
are winners. They may always be sons
or daughters, kids or kiddos, but to you
men and women, please understand that
in a few minutes I will hand you a piece
of paper and shake your hand as my peer.

Welcome to the world. You’ve earned it.”
Mateer charged the Class of 2021 to
“make a difference in the world as only
each of you can.”
Principal Ronald Williams recognized
Rebecca A. Sparks as the valedictorian
and Kayla M. Hardy as the salutatorian
of the Class of 2021. Sparks received an
engraved desk set from First Federal Bank
honoring her accomplishment.
Williams told the audience gathered
for graduation that members of the Class
of 2021 had earned 996 college credit
hours that will result in a savings of about
$498,000 in college tuition. He also
noted that the class members have been
awarded a total of $1,058,168 in scholarship funding.
“That is an amazing feat,” Williams
said.
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Encouragement and hope: Positive messages at baccalaureate
By Andrew Carter

acarter@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — Class of 2021 member
Zach Grimes said he wanted to deliver
a message of hope and encouragement
to his fellow Galion High School graduates during the baccalaureate service on
Thursday, May 20.
“My goal tonight was just to let
everyone know that on their journey
going forward, whether they’re going
off to college or doing whatever they’re
doing, just to know that God’s always
with them and if they just trust in him,
then they can accomplish anything,”
Grimes said following the service.
As one of so many students across
the nation and the world who’s had to
deal with the many issues related to
the COVID-19 pandemic over the past
year, Grimes spoke about what he has
depended on for strength and guidance.
“The bible and my parents, of course,
have gotten me through a lot,” he said.
“They’ve helped me through a lot this
last year of high school.”
Grimes said Sunday’s graduation
ceremony will be a special occasion for
him and all of his classmates.
“Just seeing all my friends again and
celebrating with them and all the family
members and people up in the crowd
in the bleachers,” he said. “That’s the
main thing for me.”
Mathematics teacher Fred Rinehart
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Members of the Galion High School Class of 2021 attended the annual baccalaureate service on
Thursday evening in the school’s gymnasium. Each student was presented with a gift provided
through donations from businesses and organizations in the Galion area. Graduation ceremonies are
scheduled for Sunday at the high school.

served as the keynote speaker for the
baccalaureate service. He shared about
his life and the events and circumstances that have led him to where he is
today. He also encouraged the students
to step outside of their comfort zone.
“You never know what your life will
hold, but you’ve got to take risks,” he
told the students who attended the
service. “Sometimes the greatest risk
is being willing to try something new

2021 Graduation Highlights

and being willing to look at yourself in a
different light. And be willing to listen
to what God has to say. … All I can say
is that God directed me here and I have
never regretted it. I love every minute
of it. I’ve been so blessed and encouraged and supported. God is faithful.”
Grimes noted that Galion — the community as well as the school — is special to him because of the people he’s
met and formed bonds with over time.

“The people here are really nice,”
he said. “Especially the faculty (at the
school district). Mr. Rinehart did an
amazing job speaking tonight. He’s got
such a way with words and talking to
people. I think a lot of people look up to
him for that.”
Superintendent Jennifer Allerding
praised the students and their families
for their response to the events of the
past year.
“I’m so proud of our students for
coming in and doing what they needed
to do, and also our families,” she said.
“We have tried from the beginning to
make this a very collaborative process.
We want parents to feel comfortable
sending their children into our schools
and I could not be more proud of everyone for the way this year has gone.
I’m thrilled with the way the year has
turned out and, really, it’s because of
each and every person.
“I’m just so thankful for our parents
and the trust that they’ve placed in us
during this odd year. It’s been a blessing to have kids in class and care for
them and love them and I’m excited
to celebrate here at the end of the year
with this graduating class.”
Members of the Galion Area Ministerial Association participated in the
baccalaureate service. Each senior in
attendance was presented with a gift
that was provided through donations
from community sponsors.
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Kyle W.
Stone
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Stratton

Ricky D.
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Gage S.
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Mara E.
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Here’s to
the Class
of 2021

Firelands FCU awards scholarships annually to area high school
seniors. Our goal is to assist and encourage them with their
education so that they may one day give back to their community.
These bright young people are the future of our great nation.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Morgan Baxter, St. Paul H.S.
Spencer Colish-Patrick, Norwalk H.S.
Alex Linder, Western Reserve H.S.
Madyson Morris, Margaretta H.S.
Samuel Rager, Bucyrus H.S.
Elliana Schaefer, Margaretta H.S.

First Federal Bank of Ohio
salutes the Class of 2021
for their many accomplishments.
As you take your next step in life,
we wish you much happiness,
health and success.

Ivan J. Garman Scholarship Recipient

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Federally insured
by NCUA

www.firelandsfcu.org
1-800-276-5775

OH-70239703

OH-70239700

Curtis Royster II, Bellevue H.S.

firstfederalbankofohio.com
Offices in Galion, Ontario, Mansfield, Shelby, Mt. Gilead, Cardington, Tiffin and Sandusky.

OH-70239707
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