Ohio Day Trips
Axe throwing newest fun activity
2021 Edition
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Andrew Geiger, an employee at The Copper
Irons, demonstrates how to throw an ax at the
entertainment establishment in Bucyrus.
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The Copper Irons enjoying success
Bucyrus axe-throwing
venue open since January
By Andrew Carter

acarter@aimmediamidwest.com

Photo by Don Tudor.

The Copper Irons is a new axe-throwing and entertainment venue located
at 215 S. Sandusky St. in Bucyrus. Owners Steve Knapp and Shawn Miller
opened the facility in January 2021. It’s one of fewer than 100 axe-throwing
venues in Ohio.

• Garden Art
• Purses
• Jewelry
• Candles
• Home Décor
And more!

OH-70234530

2

June 2021 | OHIO DAY TRIPS

Gardens
& Gifts

48 S. Main Street • Mt. Gilead, Ohio
1pm-5pm Mon-Fri. Noon-3pm Sat.

BUCYRUS — A night out
with friends has turned into
a new business venture for
entrepreneurs Steve Knapp
and Shawn Miller.
Knapp and Miller are
co-owners of The Copper
Irons, a recreational axethrowing venue that opened
early this year in downtown
Bucyrus.
“About a year ago — I
believe it was January of
2020 — we went out in a
group to an axe-throwing
venue and, being serial
entrepreneurs, we looked
at each and said, ‘Hey,
we could do this,’” Knapp
recalled. “We kind of joked
about it that night, but
we started talking about
it more and more and got
pretty serious. We decided
on Bucyrus after looking at
multiple locations because
there’s not a lot there in
regard to entertainment.
You have places to go out
to dinner and you have the
bowling alley.”
They were able to obtain
a lease on the building
located at 215 S. Sandusky
St. and renovated the facility to become home to
The Copper Irons, Knapp
explained.
“We have eight lanes
and we can accommodate
up to six people per lane,
per hour. So we can have
about 48 people playing per
hour, if we’re completely
full,” Knapp said. “We also
have some plastic axes so
if a family with young kids
comes in, they can still play,
too. We provide about a

five-minute instruction and
safety information period
for people before they begin
playing.
“A lot of people are really
surprised. They weren’t
sure if they would really like
it or if they’d be able to do
it, but with some coaching,
I don’t think we’ve had anyone leave without sticking
an axe in the target at least
a few times within an hour.”
The Copper Irons charges
$19 per person, per hour,
which Knapp believes is
the least expensive of any
venue in Ohio. They don’t
charge higher fees for weekend use. It’s open from 5 to
10 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 2 to 10 p.m. Saturday,
and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday.
The venue also has an
air hockey table, foosball
table, dart board and claw
machine.
Knapp said business has
been good despite the pandemic.
“We’re seeing some
growth just about every
month,” he said. “We’re seeing new faces. We’ve had
people in from Columbus,
Delaware, Marion, and even
Michigan, of all places. We
get people from all over
and we’re hoping to get
some interaction from the
(Lake Erie) traffic that runs
through Bucyrus on (Ohio)
Route 4 this summer.”
Axe throwing has grown
in popularity over the past
several years, mainly thanks
to televised World Axe
Throwing League (WATL)
events, Knapp said. The
Copper Irons is one of
fewer than 100 axe-throwing venues located in Ohio.
“The WATL is the biggest league in the U.S. and,
See Irons | 3

Bratwurst, other festivals return
By Andrew Carter

acarter@aimmediamidwest.com

Irons

Other festivals
In Galion, the Pickle Run Festival

see more growth of brick
and mortar venues and
then it’ll level off. It started
with the lumberjack competitions and then kind of
transferred to being a city
sport, so to speak. It’s just
taken off.”
To reserve a lane at The
Copper Irons, go to the
website thecopperirons.com
or call 419-617-1259. For
information, email ironscustomerservice@gmail.com.
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CARPET OUTLET

1485 Marion-Marysville Road, Marion
(Your Floor Store on Route 4)

Phone 740-382-8445 Fax 740-382-5465
Toll Free 888-382-0034

Hours

Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9am-5:30pm • Wednesday 9am-3pm
Thursday 9am-7:30pm • Saturday 9am-2pm
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I think, worldwide right
now,” he said. “That’s what
you see on ESPN. About
five or six years ago, it
started to get popular here
in the states, but in 2017
when the WATL formed,
that’s when it really took
off. I think we’re going to

the Bucyrus Bicentennial celebration, a
collaboration which organizers of both
events hope will beneficial.
“This is a once in a lifetime experience for us,” he said. “With the return
of the festival and this being the bicentennial year, it doubles the fun and the
excitement.”
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Sarah Beck is being crowned queen of the 2019
Bratwurst Festival by 2018 Queen Emily Rudd.
The 2020 festival was canceled due to the COVID19 pandemic, but it’s set to return this year. The
Bratwurst Festival is scheduled for Aug. 19-21 in
Bucyrus.

OH-70235870

After being canceled in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, Ohio’s festivals and
fairs are making a comeback in 2021.
Kevin Myers, director of the Bratwurst Festival in Bucyrus, said the
return of festivals and fairs will have
far-reaching effects on many businesses
and organizations across the state and
region. The Bratwurst Festival is scheduled for Aug. 19-21 in the streets of
downtown Bucyrus.
“It’s a multi-faceted thing to look at
because we can talk about that food vendors, for instance,” Myers said. “They’re
all private business owners that have
struggled and, many of them unfortunately, have had to fold up shop and go out
of business and resort to finding other
avenues of income for themselves. We
can talk about the people who we rent
our port-a-potties from, or our stages, or
our golf carts, our radios — each of these
businesses suffered and struggled.
“We can talk about ourselves as a
community where (the Bratwurst Festival) is almost a homecoming of sorts.
Everybody plans their yearly schedules
around the Bratwurst Festival,” he
noted. “You’ve got people from Bucyrus
who have moved away and they plan
their pilgrimmage back home based
on that. So we’ve got all these different
people who have involvement in one
way or another.”
Myers said the 2021 Bratwurst Festival is working in conjunction with

will be back in full swing this year after
scaling back due to the pandemic last
summer. It’s scheduled for July 2-3 at
Heise Park.
Organizer Sarah Capretta said, as
they have for the past several years, volunteers have been working to beautify
the park in preparation for the festival
and other activities in Heise Park.
“We’re doing that again this year to
try to get the park fixed up, not only for
the Pickle Run, but just in general for
the summer,” she said. “A lot of people
drive through the park and so we want
it to look good. We’re working with a
bunch of different organizations to do a
park clean-up.”
In Marion County, two local festivals
are back on the schedule after being
canceled in 2020: the Marion Popcorn
Festival and Waldo Summer Festival.
The 40th anniversary of the Popcorn Festival will be celebrated Sept.
9-11, according to organizers. Plans
for the event are still in the works,
but country music star Eddie Monthomery of Montgomery Gentry is
scheduled to be the main act on Friday, Sept. 10. More information about
musical acts at this year’s festival will
be posted on The Marion Popcorn
Festival Facebook page.
Waldo Summer Festival is set for
July 16-17 in the village’s downtown
area. The annual event features local
and regional musical acts, food, arts
and craft vendors, and family entertainment. Follow its Facebook page
for more information.

Delaware County Fair, Little Brown Jug
look to welcome back visitors
By Ben Stroup

bstroup@aimmediamidwest.com

OH-70234525
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Last year, a mid-September day trip to good ol’ Delaware, Ohio, wouldn’t have
amounted to much … at least
if you were hoping to take in
the sights and sounds of the
Delaware County Fair and
all it has to offer.
You know, things like the
vendors, the games, don’t
forget the concerts and, oh
yeah, a little harness racing
culminating in the Little
Brown Jug — the brightest
of the three jewels in the
sport’s triple crown.
The fair itself, limited to
junior fair activities thanks
to a fresh set of health
orders from Gov. Mike DeWine and the Ohio Department of Health, was closed
to the public. The Little
Brown Jug wasn’t open to
fans, either, and all betting
was handled virtually.
Even the All Horse
Parade — an event generally associated with the start
of the fair — was nixed for
just the second time in its
35-year history.
It was a tough blow for
event organizers, who were

Brad Conrad | For The Gazette

Captain Barbossa, driven by Joe Bongiorno, heads for the finish line on
the way to winning the 75th edition of the Little Brown Jug, presented by
the Ohio Harness Horseman’s Association, Sept. 25, 2020, at the Delaware
County Fair.

ready to roll despite the
pandemic.
“We were ready to go,”
Diane Winters, the organizer of the All Horse Parade,
told The Gazette last year.
“We were just waiting for
the day to get here, but it
just wasn’t meant to be.”
Ditto for those associated
with the Jug.
“It is a disappointing
day for us,” Tom Wright,
director of racing and Little
Brown Jug secretary said
when DeWine announced
the Jug would be contested
without spectators. “We
have been working dili-

gently with the Delaware
County Health Department
and we felt we could put on
a safe event on a smaller
scale. We respect the directive and will do our part to
make sure we have a safe
event for all.”
The point is this: despite
all the challenges spurred
on by COVID-19 last year,
fair organizers did all they
could to put on a good
show, even though that
show, ultimately, never
aired as planned.
This year, though, that
should all change … at least
that’s the hope.
Delaware County, and the
country as a whole, is in
a much better spot than it
was a year ago. Vaccinations
are being administered at a
healthy clip, and people are
starting to venture out of
their homes again.
Restaurants are reopening, sporting events are
being held … and people
are actually allowed to witness them in person. That’s
right, Delaware County, its
fair and the world famous
Little Brown Jug could,

once again, make a great
destination for a day trip.
Things are slowly starting
to return to a sense of normalcy and, by the time September rolls around, Delaware County Fair and Little
Brown Jug officials expect
that trend to continue.
Nothing is set in stone,
of course, but health orders
have been amended or lifted
altogether and organizers
have their fingers crossed
for a return to normalcy in
2021. That means vendors,
games, concerts and in-person racing when Jug Week
kicks off Sept. 19.
There likely will be some
protocols in place, but nothing like last year.
For example, recent
orders state counties will be
permitted to hold “full fairs”
this year, but Delaware
County Fair General Manager Sandy Kuhn pointed
out at last month’s board
meeting that the current
definition includes limited
capacity in grandstands (up
to 30%), face masks, and
social distancing requirements from those who
aren’t vaccinated.
At the same meeting,
Wright mentioned the
demand for racing is there
as Delaware is number one
in money paid for one week
of racing and second behind
Lexington in meets shorter
than one month. Additionally, Delaware is the most
watched meet in harness
racing.
Wright, and harness racing fans from all over North
America, are crossing their
fingers that this year, that
meet will be able to be seen
in person.

Cedar Point opens for 150th season
Staff Report

150th celebration
The heart of the summer
will heat up with the continuation of Cedar Point’s 150th
anniversary celebration.
The centerpiece will be the
Celebrate 150 Spectacular
parade and nighttime party,
with larger-than-life floats
(some more than two stories
tall) that depict moments in
the park’s rich history, talented dancers, acrobats and
performers, a high-energy
soundtrack and a grand finale
like no other.
Special commemorative

merchandise will also be
available during the celebration, including limitededition buttons, collectable
pins, 150th anniversary logo
items, books and more.
The 150th Anniversary celebration will take place daily
June 26 through Aug. 15.
New food options are set
to debut, including C.P.
Juice Co., featuring unique
fruit-shaped drink cups that
are a nod to the very same
products served in the park
years ago.
Cedar Point nights
The summer season culminates with Cedar Point

Nights, the park’s nighttime
celebration at the place
where it all started — the
Cedar Point Beach. The
annual festival will feature
a new “dining in the dark”
experience, interactive beach
games, fire pits, glow games
and decor, live entertainment
and the electric nighttime
atmosphere of the best rides
and roller coasters on the
planet.
Cedar Point Nights takes
place while the park is in
operation Aug. 6 through
Labor Day, Sept. 6.
For updated information
visit www.cedarpoint.com or
call 419-627-2350.

800-686-9279
www.wilsontires.com

Some of the brands that we carry include:
• Michelin
• Bridgestone
• Mastercraft
• BF Goodrich
• Firestone
• Toyo
• Goodyear
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New attraction
Parents, kids, grandparents
and thrill-seekers alike can
join the mission to smuggle
valuable goods around

Adventure Island on the new
Snake River Expedition river
boat ride.
Snake River Expedition is
scheduled to open on May
29 and will be in operation
through Labor Day, Sept. 6.
Riders will be immersed
in a journey that will have
them performing secret
tasks, encountering surprises
along the way and avoiding
“danger” around every bend.
Tours on Snake River Expedition are led by a cast of live
characters with animated
scenes and special effects to
enhance the experience.
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Passholders
Platinum passholders,
Cedar Point’s most expensive
season pass, are given access
to the park and up to 24
rides (including seven roller
coasters) for one hour before
the general public. The same
benefit is given to guests
staying at a Cedar Point
Resort property.
Gold passholders, however,
are granted early entry 30
minutes before the general
public with 19 ride options,
including three roller coasters. Check before you go to
see which rides are available.
“Also new this year, due
to the popularity of some
attractions, ride lines may
close prior to park closing
time in order to accommodate riders within park operating hours,” Cedar Point’s
Tony Clark announced. “We
want to ensure that our team
is ready to have these attractions up and running for
everyone the next operating
day.”

Courtesy photo

Cedar Point Beach is a beautiful destination.

OH-70234551

SANDUSKY — From 18
world-class roller coasters to
three areas filled with rides
and attractions for kids and
families, plus an 18 acre
water park with plunging
slides and shallow-depth kids
areas, Cedar Point is your
ultimate destination for fun.
The legendary park opened
May 14. The Cedar Point
Shores water park is set to
open Saturday, May 29 after
remaining closed for all of
2020.

Water fun aplenty at Indian Lake
LAKEVIEW — Indian Lake State
Park offers a diversity of water-related
recreational opportunities. Boating, fishing, skiing and camping are highlights
of this multi-use park.

OH-70234555
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Camping
There are 443 family campsites
suitable for tents or trailers on the
northwest section of the lakeshore.
The scenic campground offers electric
hookups for most sites, heated shower
houses, flush toilets, laundry facility
and camp commissary.
A beach, boat ramp and boat docks
are provided for exclusive camper use.
A limited number of pet camping sites
are available. The park’s group camp
area may be reserved by advanced registration. Twenty boat camping spaces
are also available.
Two camper cabin units are available to rent. One unit sleeps six, and

one sleeps four. Equipment provided
includes a microwave oven, gas grill
with propane tank, refrigerator, window
air conditioner, ceiling fan with light,
table and two chairs, and two futons.
The units can be reserved by calling
the park office at 937-843-2717. A nonrefundable deposit equaling the first
night’s fee is required at the time of
reservation.
Swimming
Two public beaches, Old Field Beach
and Fox Island Beach, invite swimmers
to relax in the cool waters of Indian
Lake. A beach for camper use is located
near the campground. There are also
four designated boat/swim areas.
Boating
The 5,800-acre lake offers unlimited
horsepower boating and features four
boat ramps and boat docks for rental.
Skiing is popular in the open zone
area. Indian Lake is the only inland

OH-70235869

Staff Report

lake in Ohio with lighted buoys for
night navigation.
Picnicking
Picnickers may choose from a number
of shaded areas equipped with tables
and grills. Five shelters may be reserved
by calling the park office.
Trails
The Cherokee Trail, a 3-mile easy
walk through brushy habitat, is located
west of the camp. The Pew Island Trail,
a 1-mile path, encircles Pew Island.
Access is available to Pew Island from a
causeway. This trail affords a spectacular view of Indian Lake.
A paved bikeway is located on the
West Bank between Old Field Beach
and Lakeview Harbor. The bikeway is 3
miles long. Walkers and joggers are welcome to use the bikeway.
Call 937-843-2717 or visit https://
stateparks.com/indian_lake_state_park_
in_ohio.html

Quirky lodging options found in Hocking Hills
Staff Report

LOGAN, Ohio — Not only does
Ohio’s Hocking Hills region offer breathtaking scenery and unforgettable experiences, it also boasts a long list of lodging
options that are truly one-of-a-kind.
From gorgeous geodomes, fully
loaded treehouses, container homes and
tiny houses, to a vintage Airstream, rustic tipis and wagons, more than 1,000
wildly diverse quirky lodging options
make it easy for an entire family, a couple, or group of close friends to escape
into the woods for a much-needed
socially distanced, uninterrupted and
safe getaway.
Most are tucked into forested areas,
on several remote acres and offer contactless coded lockbox entry.
Conestoga Wagon added
Hocking Hills visitors enjoy on-site
hiking, fire rings, hot tubs and other
outdoor spaces that offer natural social
distancing, yet endless stunning sur-

roundings and a complete change of
place and pace. The diversity of accommodation sizes and experiences means
cohort groups of families and those who
feel safe being together or just need a
little escape can find cabins that sleep
from 2 to 22 guests. All Hocking Hills
area businesses are working very closely with state and local health officials to
ensure the safety of visitors and local
residents.
New this year, Hilltop Restort and
Campground reimagined ho-hum rustic
camping by introducing its Conestoga
Wagon. Originally used in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries for moving freight, this 18-foot covered wagon
comfortably fits up to four guests with a
king size bed and twin bunks, air conditioning and Wi-Fi. Bathrooms, showers,
laundry, picnic tables and other amenities are all found at the campground.
Joining the Inn’s roomy opulent yurts,
log cabins and charming cottages,
new luxury-packed Geodomes offer
706-square-foot interiors with massive
th
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window views of lush woodlands. Each
of these year-round, globe-shaped dwellings boasts a custom kitchenette, kingsize bed, full bath with glass shower, coffee maker and a comfortable couch.
Treehouses
Travelers can take their adventures
to new heights in Ohio’s Hocking Hills
by staying in one of its unforgettable
treehouses. Perched high above the
ground, these cabins offer visitors the
opportunity to fully immerse themselves
in the region’s natural beauty from an
unmatched viewpoint.
Each boasting its own unique touches,
Hocking Hills Treehouse Cabins, Among
the Trees Lodging, Canopy Ridge Cabins, Comfort in the Woods Treehouse
and Corban Cabin Getaways comfortably elevate travelers stays with porch
swings, fire pits and full kitchenettes.
Reservations, availability search
and traveler tips are available at
ExploreHockingHills.com website or
by calling 1-800-462-5464.

CRAWFORD

COUNTY FAIR

MONDAY
July 19

Saturday
July 24

FREE ENTERTAINMENT IN GAZEBO
FREE RIDES WITH $7 ADMISSION

Celebrating 35
Years in August!
OH-70235872

FAIR SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS

740-725-8900
1677 Marion Mt. Gilead Rd.

(Next to Big Lots in the New Forum Center)

OFF

With Any
Mattress Set
of $599 or More
Valid only with coupon. Not valid
with other offers. Expires 9/15/2021

FREE
DELIVERY
Set Up &
Removal

With Any Purchase
of $300 or More
Valid only with coupon. Not valid
with other offers. Expires 9/15/2021

Tuesday, July 20th
7:30 PM - Fair Jam
featuring Building 429
Wednesday, July 21st
5:30 PM - Harness Racing
Pari Mutuels

Thursday, July 22nd
5:30 PM - Harness Racing
Pari Mutuels
Friday, July 23rd
7:00 PM - OSTPA State Sanctioned
Tractor/Truck Pulling; Grandstand
Saturday, July 24th
9:00 AM - Jr. Fair Livestock Sale;
Show Arena
7:00 PM - Demo Derby by
Twisted Metal; Grandstand

We are making every effort for you health and safety during
these unprecedented times. Social distancing encouraged.
Hand washing stations available.
OH-70235342

www.crawfordcofair.com
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$100

Monday, July 19th
7:00 PM - Calf Scramble
ENTER FOR CASH PRIZE

Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm
Sat 10am-6pm & Sun Noon to 5pm
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Norwalk Raceway provides racing excitement
Staff Report

NORWALK — The foundation of
Summit Motorsports Park is to provide
family-oriented motorsports entertainment at an affordable price.
“While we all strive to follow this premise, over time, certain traditions became
special favorites for us,” says the mission
statement on the facility’s web site.
Night Under Fire
Kelly Night Under Fire is the signature event of Summit Motorsports Park.
“It is the largest, single day drag race in
the world and the longest. Our guests
not only come from all over Ohio, but
the remainder of the United States and
Canada. Sometimes we even entertain
guests from across the ocean.”
The 44th annual Night Under Fire is
set for Saturday, Aug. 7.
“Night Under Fire is a sight, sound,
and feel, extravaganza. People are mesmerized by the flames and fireworks,
the ear crushing sound of the jet powered cars and the nitro belching Funny
Cars. Some are literally moved out of
their seat by the pulse of the cars going
down the track.”

1; 15th annual NHRA Nationals June
24-27; 29th annual Shootout Aug. 20-22,
29th annual Mickey Thompson $40
Grand Nationals presented by Hughes
Performance Sept 1; and the inaugural
NHDRO Motorcycle Drag Racing Series
Midwest Fall Nationals Sept. 17-19.
Guest Services
Guest Services are located on both
sides of the track and serve as an information hub for all our events. Both locations are underneath the grandstands
next to our merchandise stores. For our
racers, for most events, payout is located in the Budweiser Side Guest Service.
Free parking
Our grass lots are free of charge and

Summer/Fall
See our facebook page for other special events

We will be closed the month of July (open by chance)

are staffed by local volunteer groups
raising money for various causes.
Restrooms & showers
Full service, handicapped accessible
restrooms are available on the Budweiser Side of the track. Showers are
also available on the Budweiser Side of
the track. Tickets are available at the
concession stand.
Showers are open early in the morning and remain open late to accommodate as many people as possible. Hours
of operation are posted just outside the
restrooms.
Summit Motorsports Park is at
1300 State Route 18, Norwalk. For
information, visit www.summitmotorsportspark.com or call 419-668-5555.

Farm Fresh Produce & Local Products Including Beef & Pork, Garden Décor
Largest selection of Corn Hole in the area
OH-70234529

Hardwood and Barn Wood Furniture, Antiques, Arts and Crafts
Christmas Open House Nov. 10th-14th
10am-4pm Thursday/Friday
Located at:
10am-3pm Saturday
5183 Stetzer Rd. • Bucyrus, OH 44820
other times by appointment
go to driveway on the hill
Call: (419) 562-9117
Cabin at Willow Hollow
rhancock3@columbus.rr.com
GROUP TOURS WELCOME

Courtesy photo | Summit Motorsports Park

Close to Mohican
Lodge and Pleasant
Hill Dam.

at the
Cabin at Willow Hollow

OH-70234552
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Other events
The 20th Annual Lingenfelter Performance Blue Suede Cruise presented by
Scott Rods is another feature. The Blue
Suede Cruise is a Nostalgia Festival of
Fun with over 3,000 candy colored vehicles of all kinds and is set for July 9.
Other highlights are Summit Racing
Equipment Midwest Drags May 31-June

The 44th annual Night Under Fire is set for Saturday, Aug. 7.

419-922-4024 • 5614 McCurdy Rd.
Perrysville, OH 44864

Open May to Nov: Mon – Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5
Shop online: www.forbesfarmsteadmarket.com

COSI to reopen June 3

One of the dinosaur displays at COSI.

Parking
The most convenient
parking nearest to COSI
is the City of Columbus’
underground garage immediately west of COSI,
managed by LAZ Parking.
The underground garage
entrance on Belle Street

Courtesy photo | Robb McCormick

may be accessed from
Broad Street. Please note
that due to construction the
south end of Belle Street is
currently closed to traffic.
COSI is located at 333 W.
Broad St., Columbus; phone:
614-228-COSI; online at
www.cosi.org.

Shirk’s
• Fine Assorted Chocolates
• Sugar Free Candies
• Large Assortment of Jelly Bellys
• Mixed Nuts & More
Serving Central Ohio for 89 Years

Homemade
Candies

“Made by our family for
your family since 1932”

1235 S. Prospect St., Marion, OH • 740-387-8177
Tues-Fri 10am-5:30pm • Sat 10am-3pm
www.shirkscandies.com
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Guidelines set
COSI will be open Thursday through Sunday from
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. with the
following safety protocols
in effect:
• All guests, including
COSI members, must
reserve an admission
ticket online in advance of
their visit to ensure adequate space inside COSI
for social distancing;
• All COSI Team members
and all guests ages 6-plus
will be required to wear
face coverings while visiting COSI;
• All guests will be encouraged to visit a hand sanitizer station as they enter
COSI;
• Hand sanitizer stations
have been placed throughout COSI at high-touch
surfaces and near handson exhibits;
• Enhanced cleaning and
disinfection protocols
have been put in place to
ensure the COSI building
and interactive exhibitions remain as clean as
possible.
Due to restricted spaces,
some COSI experiences
will remain closed for
the foreseeable future,
including but not limited
to, the National Geographic
Giant Screen Theater, the
Gadgets Stage, the Motion
Simulator, the High-Wire
Unicycle, the Submarine
and the Alvinsphere in the
Ocean exhibition, and the
Mercury Capsule in the
Space exhibition.
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COLUMBUS — This is
COSI’s 57th Anniversary
and it has announced it will
reopen to members and the
general public on June 3.
“We look forward to welcoming everyone back to
the nation’s #1 science center. It has been a year full of
challenges and opportunities emphasizing the critical importance of science
and science literacy and we
can’t wait to open our doors
to everyone, especially the
future scientists and leaders of tomorrow who will
shepherd us through the
next global crisis,” said
Dr. Frederic Bertley, COSI
President and CEO.
“We are thrilled about the
availability and uptake of
vaccines, and like everyone
in the region and nation,
look forward to getting
beyond this pandemic.
While vaccines are readily
available, however, we have
implemented a number of
additional safeguards to
ensure our guests feel confident in visiting COSI and
have a science, fun-filled
experience.”
Among the implemented
safeguards, COSI added a
new, scientific and technologically advanced UV-C
photohydroionization air
sterilization system to the
building in partnership with
Columbus-based Air Force
One. UV-C photohydroionization uses ultraviolet
light within COSI’s heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system to
kill and eliminate germs,
viruses, and bacteria.
As all things at COSI, this
science is cool: within the
HVAC system, UV-C light
reacts with a catalyst and

moisture from the air to
produce safe, ionized hydroperoxide that will now be in
the air at COSI. That hydroperoxide is safe for humans
in the air, but not for germs
and viruses.

OH-70235343

Staff Report

Best fishing spots
in central Ohio
Staff Report

Central Ohio’s public fishing lakes and reservoirs offer
some of the Buckeye State’s
best locations to fish for
saugeye, catfish, and largemouth bass, according to the
Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) Division
of Wildlife.
Ohio has 124,000 acres of
inland water, 7,000 miles of
streams, 2.25 million acres
of Lake Erie water, and 481
miles of the Ohio River. At
$25 for a resident one-year
fishing license, fishing is a
cost-effective and accessible
outdoor recreactional activity.
Here are a few areas in central Ohio anglers may want
to visit.
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Largemouth bass
Alum Creek Lake (Delaware County) – Alum Creek
Lake is one of the deepest
waterbodies in Ohio, but
many fingers concentrate
bass that are accessible by
shore. The shoreline west of
Dunham Road parking lot
and the small inlet near Alum
Creek Marina are hotspots
for largemouth bass. A variety of methods can be used

Marion location only

3.99

$

Limit of up to 6 per coupon. Expire 8/31/2021
OH-70234557

to target largemouth bass,
but spinner baits and rubber
worms or frogs are some of
the most sure-fire methods.
Anglers should try to find
structure such as a fallen tree
when possible.
Boat anglers can use the
four boat launches as well
as the marina located on
the western side. Bordering
state park property provides
unlimited shoreline access.
Alum Creek Lake has unlimited horsepower restrictions
and gets quite busy with recreational boaters during the
summer months.
Channel, blue catfish
Hoover Reservoir (Franklin and Delaware counties)
– Consistently ranked as the
best catfish fishery in central

Ohio, Hoover Reservoir has
great numbers of large channel and blue catfish. Blue
catfish were first stocked in
2011, and the oldest individuals have already surpassed
30 pounds. Last year alone,
Hoover Reservoir produced
74 Fish Ohio channel catfish
and 41 Fish Ohio blue catfish, making it a top catfish
destination.
Generally, the northern
section of the lake (above
Sunbury Road) is where the
best catfishing takes place.
Hoover Reservoir has a
10-horsepower restriction
on outboard boat motors.
It has five boat launches,
including popular accesses
at Walnut Street, Redbank
and the newly renovated
Oxbow launch.

Ask
About Our

Catering

571 E. Center St. • Marion, OH
740-387-3277

LARGE
GIBLET
(liver &/or gizzards)

Courtesy photo | ODNR

Mount Gilead State Park provides the charm of a small, secluded park,
while offering many of the amenities found at larger parks. The wildflowers,
wildlife and woodlands offer year-round wonder for hikers and nature lovers.
The small lake is perfect for paddling or dropping a line to catch bass,
bluegill or other panfish. A youngster enjoys the lower dam area fishing spot.

3PC. BREAST
STRIP MEAL
Includes Mashed Potatoes with Gravy,
Coleslaw, & a Biscuit
Marion location only

4.99

$

Limit of up to 6 per coupon. Expire 8/31/2021

• Full Service Deli • Wide Variety of Meats & Cheeses
• Fresh Custom Sandwiches - Hot or Cold • Wide Array
of Bulk Food Items • Baking & Candy Making Supplies
• Soup Mixes, etc. • Hand Dipped Ruggles Ice Cream
• Fresh Produce in Season • Frozen Meats

FREE COFFEE EVERY DAY!

OH-70234526
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White bass
Deer Creek (Pickaway
and Madison counties) –
Spring is a great time to
pursue hard fighting white
bass as they make their way
into the creek above Deer
Creek Lake to spawn. Many
good-sized white bass concentrate in the creek above
the reservoir, resulting in
phenomenal fishing.

Crappie
Delaware Lake (Delaware
County) – Excellent populations of black crappie and
white crappie abound with
good numbers of fish over 10
inches at Delaware Lake. In
the spring, it is best to focus
on larger coves with shallow
water, woody cover, and rocks.
Target crappie with small jigs,
various plastic baits, or crappie minnows. These baits are
often presented under a slip
bobber in and around brush
piles and submerged trees.
In the summer, fish move to
deeper water often adjacent to
old stream channels.
Boat anglers can find three
boat launches as well as marinas with fuel and boat slips.

(419) 886-3300 • www.locustcomers.com • 6917 Ankneytown Rd • Bellville, OH 44813
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 9:00 am-5:30 pm • Saturday 9:00 am-3:00 pm • Closed Sunday

Things to do in Ohio
JUNE

3—5: Canton Greek Fest.
5: Columbus Chicken and Beer
Festival.
10—13: Rib N Rock Cook Off –
Parma.
11—12: Lebanon Country Music
Festival.
12: Strawberry Festival – Rittman.
19—20: Worthington Art Festival.
24—26: London Strawberry
Festival.

JULY

2: Red White and Boom! –
Columbus
2—4: Pickle Run, Heise Park —
Galion.
4: Red, White and Blue Ash — Blue
Ash.
9—10: Summit County Italian
American Festival – Akron.
10—11: Westerville Music and Arts
Festival.
17: Cincy Blues Fest – Cincinnati.
16—17: Waldo Summer Festival.
30—31: Serbian Festival,
Columbus.
30—Aug. 1: Pro Football Hall of
Fame Enshrinement Festival
— Canton.

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

JUNE

28—July 3: Marion County Fair.

JULY

15—18: Bellville Street Fair.
18: Akron Brew at the Zoo.
18—19: Ravenna Balloon A-Fair –
Ravenna.
18—25: Delaware County Fair.
19—25: Ashland County Fair.

Due to the changing nature
of the coronavirus, residents
should check the website or
call the venue before planning
a trip.
Source: ohiofestivals.net

10—11: Ashland County Yesteryear
Machinery Club Show –
Ashland.
19—24: Crawford County Fair —
Bucyrus.
24: Christmas in July – Delaware
25—31: Knox County Fair – Mount
Vernon.
28—Aug. 8: Ohio State Fair –
Columbus.

AUGUST

6—13: Champaign County Fair –
Urbana.
8—14: Richland County Fair –
Mansfield.
10—14: Attica Independent Fair –
Attica.
30—Sept. 6: Morrow County Fair
– Mount Gilead.

SEPTEMBER

1—6: Canfield Fair – Canfield.
3—5: Akron Pizza Fest.
8—11: Fredericktown Tomato
Show.
11: Art in the Park – Put-in-Bay.
11—16: Wayne County Fair –
Wooster.
13—18: Wyandot County Fair –
Upper Sandusky.

FREE

ESTIMATES

Whether you are building
a Commercial, Agricultural or
Residential building, Let us HELP!!!

Holmes Lumber

2435 Marion - Green Camp Rd. Marion, OH
740-382-5729 • www.holmeslumber.com
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3—6: Greek Festival – Columbus.
4—6: Ohio Renaissance Festival
I – Waynesville.

FAIRS, SHOWS,
EXPOS

Courtesy photo

Champaign County Balloon Fest is held Sept. 10-11.
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6—8: Dublin Irish Festival.
6—8: Twins Days Festival –
Twinsburg.
7: Ohio River Paddlefest —
Cincinnati.
12—14: All Ohio Balloon Fest –
Marysville.
19—21: Bratwurst Festival —
Bucyrus.
20—21: Columbus Food Truck
Festival .
21: Sunbury Sizzle and Sounds.
28—29: WonderBus Music and
Arts Festival – Columbus.

9—11: Marion Popcorn Festival —
Marion.
10—11: Champaign County
Balloon Fest – Urbana
10—12: Columbus Oktoberfest.
11—12: Ohio Renaissance Festival
II – Waynesville.
18: Pickerington Oktoberfest –
Pickerington
18—19: Ohio Renaissance Festival
III – Waynesville.
25: Simon Kenton Chili Festival of
Urbana.
25—26: Ohio Renaissance Festival
IV – Waynesville.

OH-70234547

FESTIVALS

OVER
50 YEARS
OF SERVICE
LET US HELP YOU
FIND A GREAT FIT...
YOUR FEET WILL
THANK YOU!
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Scioto Shoe Mart
206 James Way Rd. Marion, Ohio 43302
PH: 740.389.5775

OH-70235711
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service
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toOver
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for aofchance
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service to
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a FREE
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youpair
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