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By Chad Clinger
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GALION — The 2018-2019 girls bas-
ketball season will see a new leader in 
charge of the Lady Tigers.

Shani Rush, a Galion High School 
graduate and an accomplished basket-
ball player herself, will be the new head 
coach following the departure of Nick 
Vukovich. Rush comes back to Galion 
after spending 12 years at St. Peter’s, 
before coaching the Ontario Lady War-
riors program last season.

Rush will be looking to get things back 
on track for the program as Galion has 
not won a game within the Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference since joining the 
league in the 2014-2’15 season. In that 
time, the Lady Tigers have posted a 
mark of 14-77, including just two wins in 
2017-2018. Those two wins came in the 
first two games of the season vs. Crest-
line and Mount Gilead. From there, the 
blue and orange dropped 21-straight to 
wrap the season.

“We have good senior leadership and a 
positive energy,” Rush said. “The players 
all have a brand new system to learn this 
season, but we’re looking to be competi-
tive as the season progresses.”

The Lady Tigers must replace five 
seniors who walked the stage to receive 
their diplomas last spring. Kelsey Hoff-
man, Julie Clouse, Alexis Chaplin, 
Teresa House and Maranna White will 
be missing from the roster. but Galion 
will see Gracie Groves and Gabby Kaple 
suiting back up after receiving Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference accolades a season 
ago. Kaple is coming off of her second 
consecutive all-conference second-team 

season, while Groves received an honor-
able mention nod, as she also did back in 
2015-‘16. Groves missed the 2016-2017 
with a knee injury.

This season, Rush and her Galion 
squad will look to do something that no 
Lady Tigers squad has done since enter-
ing the MOAC for the 2014-2015 season. 
They want to win a conference game. In 
that four-year span, the blue and orange 
have amassed a 0-53 record against con-
ference opponents.

It will be a difficult task to do again 
this season with the addition of the Shel-
by Lady Whippets to the league.

“The MOAC is very tough in girls bas-
ketball,” Rush said. “Shelby, Harding and 

River Valley will all be fighting for the 
top-spot in the conference but we’re hop-
ing to not just win, but be competitive 
this season.”

For the third consecutive season, the 
Galion Lady Tigers opened their regular 
season journey against the Crestline 
Bulldogs, this time at home, on Nov. 23 
Galion also already has one road game in 
the books as they traveled to Mount Gil-
ead for a meeting with the Lady Indians 
on Nov. 26.

League action begin for the Tigers on 
Thursday, Nov. 29 when they play host 
to the Pleasant Lady Spartans.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

New season, new coach for Lady Tigers
Shani Rush returns to 
lead her alma mater 
in girls basketball

SChedule
Fri. Nov. 23 vs. Crestline
Mon. Nov. 26 @ Mount Gilead
Thu. Nov. 29 vs. Pleasant *
Sat. dec. 1 vs. Jones leadership 
Academy
Thu. Dec. 6 @ River Valley *
Sat. Dec. 8 @ Harding *
Tue. dec. 11 vs. Shelby *
Fri. Dec. 14 @ Clear Fork *
Fri. Dec. 21 @ Ontario *
Thu. Dec. 27 @ Colonel Crawford
Fri. Jan. 4 vs. Buckeye Valley *

Tue. Jan. 8 vs. highland
Thu. Jan. 10 @ Pleasant *
Sat. Jan. 12 vs. River Valley *
Wed. Jan. 16 vs. Bucyrus
Fri. Jan. 18 vs. harding *
Thu. Jan. 24 vs. Clear Fork *
Sat. Jan. 26 @ Shelby *
Fri. Feb. 1 vs. Ontario *
Thu. Feb. 7 @ Buckeye Valley *
Sat. Feb. 9 @ East Knox
Wed. Feb. 13 vs. Northmor
*- denotes MOAC contest
hOMe games are in BOld

Photo courtesy Photorama
Galion high School girls basketball team.
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — Matt Valentine and the 
newest version of the Galion High 
School’s boys basketball team are work-
ing hard in anticipation of this week’s 
season opener. They are looking to 
improve on last season’s 6-20 mark. 
Valentine is 11-35 overall as the Tigers’ 
head coach.

The Tigers welcome back five return-
ing letterwinners. Three were starters 
from last season. Galion also lost three 
players to graduation.

The returning starters for Galion — 
junior Isaiah Alsip and seniors Gage 
Lackey and Jack McElligott — will like-
ly take on the same role for the team as 
they did a season ago. Other lettermen 
returning for the blue and orange are 
senior Tristan Williams and sophomore 
Carter Keinath.

“Isaiah was the second leading scorer 
in the MOAC last season (16.8 points 
per game) and returns as a two-year 
starter for us,” said Valentine. “He is 
coming off of an unbelievable, record-
setting football season and has only 
gotten stronger and faster and will be a 
handful for anyone that tries to contain 
him this year. In my opinion, he may be 
the best athlete in the league this year 
as he can shoot the ball from anywhere 
and has excellent court vision.”

Alsip played his way to first-team, all-

conference honors, as well as Division 
II honorable mention honors.

“Lackey is a returning starter and will 
out-play anyone on any chance that he 
gets,” Valentine said. “With his energy, 
length and the ability to to score around 
the rim, he will be a big part of our suc-
cess this season. We will need him to 
score and rebound as well as be a threat 
on both ends of the court.”

Lackey tied for third in blocks in the 
league a season ago, averaging one 
block per contest and was also named 
to the all-conference second team.

“Jack (McElligott) is coming off an 
amazing golf season and is always able 
to play under pressure,” Valentine said. 
“He brings good length and a high bas-

ketball IQ to our team, and will surely 
be the leader that we need him to be on 
the court. He can shoot the ball for a 
high percentage and, more importantly, 
has the ability to get to the rim and fin-
ish as good as anyone on this team.”

With the graduation of Colten Skaggs, 
Williams will get his chance to be the 
big man on the block for the Tigers.

“Seniors tend to play at a different 
level and a lot of that has to do with 
self-confidence,” Valentine said. “We 
need just that from Tristan for us to 
accomplish our No. 1 goal. Every night, 
we will need Tristan to get up and down 
the floor, rebound the basketball and 
score on the blocks, which he has shown 
he can do.”

In addition to Skaggs, Colton Powell 
and Nate Eckert graduated. Also gone 
from the lineup due to transfer is defen-
sive spark plug Zhamir Anderson.

“We will be a more experienced, resil-
ient team this season,” Valentine said. 
“Our x-factor this season will be our 
uptempo, quick-hitting style on both 
ends of the court. Wee plan on play-
ing hard and fast, allowing the kids to 
showcase their abilities. The concern 
we have is our depth, as high school 
basketball is a long season. Kids get 
hurt and kids get sick and if this hap-
pens, we will have some young players 
that will have to step up for us and be 
ready to go.”

A newcomer to watch out for this 
winter is junior Stephen Thompson. 
Thompson, the goalie for the Galion 
boys soccer team, has decided to come 
out for the season and “gives ups that 
true post player that we have been lack-
ing for years. His size, strength and abil-
ity to get up and down the floor is just 
the piece that we need,” his coach said.

The season starts for the Tigers on 
Friday, Nov. 30 when they hit the road 
to play Bucyrus. MOAC play kicks 
off for Galion on Friday, Dec. 7 when 
they travel to Marion for a meeting 
with Pleasant, last season’s conference 
champions.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048
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Returning talent should make Galion more competitive

Photo courtesy Photorama
Galion high School boys basktball team.

SChedule
Fri. Nov. 30 @ Bucyrus
Wed. dec. 5 vs. upper Sandusky “Winter 
Sports Senior Night”
Fri. Dec. 7 @ Pleasant *
Thu. Dec. 13 @ River Valley *
Sat. dec. 15 vs. harding *
Wed. Dec. 19 @ Clear Fork *
Sat. Dec. 22 @ Ontario High School; 
Richland Source Challenge vs. Madison
Sat. Dec. 29 vs. Cardington
Thu. Jan. 3 vs. Shelby *
Sat. Jan. 5 @ Ontario *
Fri. Jan. 11 vs. Buckeye Valley 

“elementary Night” *
Thu. Jan. 17 vs. Pleasant *
Sat. Jan. 19 vs. River Valley *
Tue. Jan. 22 @ Northmor
Fri. Jan. 25 @ Harding *
Sat. Jan. 26 @ Buckeye Central
Thu. Jan. 31 vs. Clear Fork *
Tue. Feb. 5 @ Mount Gilead
Fri. Feb. 8 vs. Ontario *
Thu. Feb. 14 @ Buckeye Valley *
Tue. Feb. 19 vs. Crestline
Fri. Feb. 22 @ Shelby *
*- denotes MOAC contest
hOMe games are in BOld
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — Galion High School’s 
wrestling program is looking at 
returning leadership and continued 
growth this season.

They will be doing so under the 
familiar leadership of head coach 
Brent Tyrrell, who is entering his 
19th season with the Galion wrestling 
program, including that last 10 as the 
head coach.

Galion lost just two contributing 
seniors from last season’s squad that 
went 1-7 overall and 0-3 in Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference competition.

Mason Weldon and Tyler Goodrich 
both earned their diplomas in 
the spring of 2018, leaving voids, 
especially in Weldon’s heavyweight 
class as he was a state qualifier and 
one of the top wrestlers for the Tigers 
the past few seasons. He won the 
285-pound weight class in the MOAC 
championships last season..

However, Tyrrell remains confident 
in his core returning squad.

“Our team has a lot of varsity 
experience, which I see as a huge 
strength,” he said. “We also have good 
leadership where they (the student 
athletes) will model good practice 
behavior and a great work ethic. Our 
technique is improving and we will be 
in condition as the season progresses.”

Back on the mats for Galion this 
season will be Brenden Ganshorn, 
Noah Grochowalski, Devin McCarthy, 
Ian Lehman, Mitchell Cotter, Michael 
Marks and Max Fisher. A season ago, 
the Tigers saw Ganshorn finish as the 
runner-up in the 120-pound weight 
class and also got a runner-up finish 
from Grochowalski in the 182-pound 
class. Galion also got fourth place 
finishes from Lehman (132) and 
Fisher (160) during last season’s trek.

In addition, McCarthy wrestled 
his way to districts last season while 

seniors Ganshorn and Grochowalski 
have earned two district berths 
throughout their careers with the 
Tigers. Also joining the Tigers this 
season will be Ty Spencer, who moved 
into the district from Ontario and is a 
returning state tournament alternate 
and a league runner-up last season in 
the 113-pound weight class.

The MOAC, which has been 
dominated by the River Valley Vikings 
since the 2013-2014 season (5-time 
team champions), will likely be 
the favorite again come conference 
tourney time, but Tyrrell speaks highly 

of his squad’s chances.
“I always believe that we can 

compete for a league title as long as 
we progress and the wrestlers fill the 
most weight classes possible. River 
Valley is always the favorite until 
someone knocks them off as they have 
won the MOAC every season since we 
joined the league (2014-2015 season).”

The season has already geared up 
for the Galion Tigers with multiple 
scrimmages and regular season action 
is set to officially begin on Saturday, 
Dec. 1 when the orange and blue hit 
the road to compete in the Findlay 

Duals. On Thursday, Dec. 6, Galion 
will play host to Hillard Darby and 
Pleasant in their only regular season 
home match. The next time the Tigers 
will be on their home mats will be 
on Saturday, Feb. 16 when they host 
the other seven schools in the MOAC 
Championships.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

Returning leadership key for Galion wrestling team

SChedule
Sat. Dec. 1 @ Findlay Duals
Thu. dec. 6 vs. hillard darby  
& Pleasant *
Sat. Dec. 8 @ Big Walnut Classic
Wed. Dec. 12 @ Northmor Quad with River 
Valley & Ontario *
Thu. Dec. 20 @ Bucyrus
Sat. Dec. 22 @ Madison with Highland
Fri.&Sat. Dec 28&29 @ Marion Harding 

Classic
Fri.&Sat. Jan. 4&5 @ JC Gorman
Fri.&Sat. Jan. 18&19 @ Van Buren 
Invitational
Sat. Feb. 2 @ State Duals; Location and time 
TBA
Sat. Feb. 16 hosting MOAC 
Championships *
*- denotes MOAC matches 
hOMe matches are in BOld

File photo
Galion’s devin McCarthy takes on a Bucyrus foe 
last year at Galion. he is one of several returning 
letterwinners for Galion coach Brent Tyrrell.

Photo courtesy Photorama
Galion high School wresting team
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things to happen. We make them happen. We believe 
every student has a unique story. We believe every 
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — With the regular season 
already underway for the bowlers from 

Galion High School, continued improve-
ment and new faces appear to be the 
name of the game for the winter 2018-
2019 season.

The Tigers opened their season with 

the annual Victory Lanes Warm-Up Tour-
ney on Nov. 17 and have already had 
matches against Pleasant and Ridgedale.

For Galion, they will be under the 
same head coaching leadership as Bobby 

Lear returns for his third season as the 
girls coach and Brad Fairchild is back at 
the helm for the boys squad for a second 

Galion bowlers ready to get the season rolling

SChedule
Sat. Nov. 17 @ Victory Lanes Warm-Up 
Tourney (hosted by Northmor)
Mon. Nov. 26 @ Pleasant *
Tue. Nov. 27 vs Ridgedale
Thu. Nov. 29 vs. Shelby *
Tue. dec. 4 vs. River Valley *
Tue. dec. 11 vs. Buckeye Valley *
Thu. dec. 13 vs. lexington
Tue. Dec. 18 @ Harding *
Thu. dec. 20 vs. Pleasant
Thu. Jan. 3 vs. elgin
Tue. Jan. 8 @ River Valley *

Sat. Jan. 12 @ Ashland “Baker Bash”
Tue. Jan. 15 vs. Northmor
Thu. Jan. 17 @ Buckeye Valley *
Tue. Jan. 22 vs. Mount Gilead
Thu. Jan. 24 vs. harding *
Sat. Jan. 26 @ Copley Tomahawk Invite
Tue. Jan. 29 vs. Crestline
Wed. Jan. 30 @ Shelby *
Wed. Feb. 6 @ Lexington
Sat. Feb. 9 @ MOAC Championships 
“Cooper’s Bowl” *
*- denotes MOAC match
hOMe matches are in BOld; Held at 
Victory Lanes

See SEASON | 7

Photo courtesy Photo
Galion high School boys bowling.
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — Swimmers representing 
Galion High School are gearing up for 
their upcoming season with hopes of 
continuing on the tradition of success 
that the program has seen for quite some 
time.

The Tigers and Lady Tigers have 
experienced elongated seasons for many 
years under their legendary leader, head 
coach Ted Temple, who has now been 
in the coaching ranks for 46 years total, 
and has been the guiding force the young 
Galionites have needed in the pool for 
the last 26 seasons.

Last season, the boys squad swam 
their way to an 11-1 overall record, 
including a 4-0 mark in the Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference in which they won 
for the fourth consecutive season. As 
for the girls, the Lady Tigers finished 
with a 7-5 mark (2-2 in the MOAC) and 
finished as the runner-ups in the con-
ference championships for the fourth 
straight year. The Ontario Lady Warriors 
won the title in 2017-2018 in their first 
year in the league, dethroning previous 
three-time champions, the Pleasant Lady 
Spartans.

“We have a deep team with nine real 
solid boys and six girls that could both 
win the conference and advance deep 
into the postseason,” states the longtime 
coach. “If we continue to improve all sea-
son long, district and state berths are a 
definite possibility.”

Galion will look to keep on winning 
despite some key pieces to previous 
seasons successes lost to graduation in 
the spring of 2018. Sam Rigdon, Luke 
Eisnaugle, Allison DeNero and Elise 

Barnhart are now Galion alumni and 
their presence and leadership in the 
pools around Ohio will be missed but the 
Tigers have multiple swimmers with var-
sity and postseason experience returning 
to make a splash in 2018-2019. Both Rig-
don and Eisnaugle are continuing their 
aquatic careers at the college level.

For Temple’s boys squad, Clay Karnes 
and Weston Rose will be looked upon 
to provide the senior leadership a team 
needs while the Lady Tigers will call 
upon six seniors to lead the way in the 
likes of Sari Conner, Danielle Schneider, 
Ashleigh Wright, Destiny Yoder, Ken-
nedy Gifford and Kennedy Speck.

Karnes wrapped his junior season as 
a district and state qualifier while also 
being named to the MOAC first team as 
well as receiving an All-County All-Star 
nod. Rose also earned first-team all-con-

ference honors while making the trip all 
the way to the state meet a season ago. 
Conner was a first-team all-conference 
swimmer last year as well en route 
to also qualifying for districts. In the 
process, she also earned an All-County 
All-Star bid while being named Swimmer 
of the Year. Schneider and Wright were 
members of the MOAC’s second team 

while Speck was a state qualifier a sea-
son ago for the Colonel Crawford Lady 
Eagles. Gifford earned her varsity letter 
a season ago and Yoder is new to the 
swim team this season.

The seniors for Galion aren’t the 
only members of the team that swam to 

Galion swimmers look to continue winning ways
Boys are defending MOAC 
champs; girls were second 
in league last season

SChedule
Thu. Nov. 29 @ Ontario *
Tue. Dec. 4 @ Colonel Crawford with 
Madison
Sat. Dec. 8 @ Ned Reeb
Thu. Dec. 13 @ Lexington
Mon. dec. 17 vs. Pleasant *
Thu. dec. 27 vs. Shelby *
Sat. Jan. 5 @ Mount Gilead Invite (Marion 
YMCA)

Wed. Jan. 9 vs. harding with Crestline *
Tue. Jan. 15 vs. Wynford
Sat. Jan. 19 @ MOAC Championships 
(Ontario) *
Thu. Jan. 24 vs. Madison with Buckeye 
Valley *
Sat. Jan 26 @ Ontario Invitational
Tue. Jan. 29 vs. Mansfield Senior
Tue. Feb. 5 @ Ashland
*- denotes MOAC opponent
hOMe meets are in BOld

Photo courtesy Photorama
Galion high School girls swim team.

Photo courtesy Photorama
Galion high School boys swim team.

See WINNING | 7
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various honors a season ago as junior 
Caleb Strack was named Swimmer 
of the Year en route to a state berth. 
Strack was joined by teammates and 
fellow juniors Alec Dicus, Ben Alstadt 
and Braxton Tate at districts with 
all but Tate advancing to state meet 
chances. Strack, Dicus and Alstadt 
also earned all-conference first-team 
honors last year in Marion. Tate was 
named second-team all-MOAC. As for 
the girls, they will get state experience 
in the likes of sophomore Kaisey Speck 
as well after the move from Crawford. 
Troie Grubbs will also look to make an 
impact as Temple refers to her as an 
“accomplished freshman”.

Newcomers to the team this year 
include juniors Kyler Radcliff, Kate Wil-
denthaler and Kiera VanMeter as well 
as freshman Regan Kuehlman. They will 
be joining other letterwinners from a 
season ago in juniors Isaac Niedermeier 
and Drew Owens, as well as sophomores 
Chris Amick and Grayson Willacker.

Galion’s regular season is set to offi-
cially begin on Thursday, November 29 
when the squads head to Ontario for a 
clash with the hosting Warriors. The 
Tigers will host their first dual on Mon-
day, December 17 when they welcome 
the Pleasant Spartans to the Galion 
YMCA. On Saturday, January 19, the 
Tigers will head back to Ontario High 
School to compete in the MOAC cham-
pionship meet.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

From page 6

Winning

year. Fairchild’s boys have most of their 
lineup returning while Lear is staring at 
the difficult task of moving forward with 
no returning bowlers from last season’s 
9-9 team.

Gone to graduation for the boys that 
went 18-4 a season ago, is Aaron Stew-
art. Stewart rolled his way to second-
team all-conference accolades a season 
ago after an honorable mention nod in 
2016-2017.

A big portion of the Tigers’ successes 
over the last few seasons are Austin 
Rinehart, Dylan Ruth and Jacob Lear, 
all of which are back this winter for Fair-
child and the blue and orange.

Rinehart will be looking for his third 
consecutive first-team all-conference sea-
son this year and rolled to a 199.33 pin 
average last year, good for fifth highest in 
the Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference. Lear 
and Ruth are back after being named 
honorable mentions in the conference in 
2017-2018. Also returning from a year 
ago are Alan Evans, AJ Randolph and 

Nathan Najera.
“I had set a lot of goals for the team 

last year and we achieved a lot of them,” 
begins Fairchild in an email. “We should 
have a good shot at competing for a 
league title this year after finishing sec-
ond a season ago. We possess the will to 
never give up and always find ourselves 
in any match, no matter what. If we 
continue to work on our spare shooting 
and our collective Baker games, we will 
put ourselves in contention in most any 
match.”

Over on the girls side of the lanes, 

Lear hopes to improve on previous sea-
sons’ records and will do so with a lineup 
of fresh faces.

“We’re starting over with new team 
members of this year and we will have 
to constantly get better as the year goes 
on,” says Lear of the challenge ahead. “I 
hope to be competitive while having fun 
and I am excited to see what this new 

crop of girls can do out on the lanes.”
Marissa Snyder leaves some big shoes 

to fill for the Lady Tigers. Snyder earned 
all-conference first-team honors a season 
ago while leading the MOAC in average 
at 179.10 pins per game. Also departed 
are Neveah Clark, Macy Eicher and Stevi 
Ness, all of which were named honorable 
mentions in the league a season ago.

The ‘18-‘19 roster for Lear and the 
Galion Lady Tigers consists of one 
junior; Kaila Davis, a pair of sopho-
mores; Shelena Wilcox and Maleah 
Stratton and five freshman; Halle Kiss, 
Paige Donahue, Shiyenne Current, Abby 
Crager and Neavia Cansler.

Galion will play host to MOAC new-
comers, the Shelby Whippets, at Victory 
Lanes on Thursday, November 29. This 
season’s conference tournament is set to 
be held at Cooper’s Bowl in Marion on 
Saturday, February 9 with action starting 
at 9 a.m.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

From page 5

Season

Photo courtesy Photo
Galion high School girls bowling.
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Avita’s Center for Sports Health provides 
individualized attention to your student athlete, 

including injury prevention, evaluation, treatment, 
and rehabilitation. We understand the full spectrum of  

care required to help your athlete get back in the game  
faster and perform at the next level. From athletic training  

to sports medicine to orthopedic surgery, we’re more  
than medical providers, we’re part of your team. 

With the Largest Sports 
Medicine Team in the Region

Avita’s Center for Sports Health provides Avita’s Center for Sports Health provides 
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Riehm, DO
567-307-7595

Robert
Dawson, MD
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Kyle
Randall, MD
419-709-8645

Ryan
Wagner, MD
419-562-5281

James
Kerbs, MD
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Thomas
Zuesi, DO
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