
2018 Galion High 
School fall sports 
preview

Ready to attack!

a special supplement to the

Wednesday, aug. 29, 2018
inside: a look at GHS football, golf, 
tennis, volleyball, soccer and cross 
country teams

2018 Galion High School fall Sports
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — Early season success 
for the Galion High School golf team 
promises another banner year for Bryce 
Lehman’s squad. With the season already 
underway, and and several wins already 
under this team’s belts, Galion is looking 
to mirror the success they saw through-
out the 2017 campaign in which they 
went a perfect 14-0 en route to a Mid-
Ohio Athletic Conference championship.

Galion is undefeated early in the 
MOAC and captured team titles at the 
Galion Invitational, the Clyde Invitation-
al and the Bucyrus Elks Invitational.

Most of last year’s state-qualifying 
squad returns. Mitch Dyer, who gradu-
ated in the spring, will be missed.

Lehman is starting his seventh year at 
the helm, and is joined by first-year assis-
tant coach Justin McMullen. Leadership 
will come from seniors Jack McElligott, 
Matt Kingseed and Kaleb Harsh. Joining 
that group will be a pair of sophomores 

in Matthew McMullen and Spencer 
Keller, who both a large role on last 
year’s squad … as freshmen. A new face 
to look for on courses throughout Ohio 
will be freshman Max Longwell.

“We’re returning five varsity players 
from last year’s state tournament and 
MOAC championship team,” Lehman 
said. “We will compete for a conference 
title once again this season and hope to 
make another long tournament run.”

In last year’s MOAC tournament, 
Galion beat Ontario 316-319. Galion was 

the champion at the sectional tourna-
ment and second at the district tourna-
ment, which qualified the team for the 
state tournament, where it finished 
sixth.

McElligott, a three-year letter winner, 
was the highest placing individual at the 
state meet, finishing 11th. McMullen 
tied for 25th overall, Dyer tied for 51st, 
Keller tied for 57th and Kingseed fin-
ished 67th

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy. Reach Chad 
at 419-468-1117 x2048

Galion golf team has high expectations

Galion HiGH SCHool 
Golf SCHedule
Wed. aug. 29 vs. Pleasant *
Thu. aug. 30 vs. ontario *
Tue. Sep. 4 @ Pleasant “Marion Country 
Club” *
Wed. Sep. 5 @ River Valley “Kings Mill” *
Thu. Sep. 6 @ Buckeye Valley “Oakhaven” 
*
Fri. Sep. 7 @ Ontario Golf Invite “Oak Tree”
Sat. Sep. 8 @ Norwalk Invite “Eagle Creek”
Tue. Sep. 11 vs. Shelby *
Mon. Sep. 17 @ Westbrook Country Club
Thu. Sep. 20 @ MOAC Tournament “Valley 
View” *
*- denotes MOAC match
HoMe matches are in Bold (played at 
Sycamore Creek)Photo courtesy Photorama Studio

2018 Galion High School golf team.
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Good Luck
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — In 2017, the Galion 
Lady Tigers tennis team had a banner 
year. Make that a championship banner 
season. And this squad has lofty goals 
again this season.

By the end of last season, Galion 
had compiled an undefeated record of 
22-0 overall, which included a perfect 
12-0 mark in the Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference and the team title and lots 
of other team and individual honors.

“We have improved our schedule 
so we hope to continue to show 
improvement throughout the 
season in our level of play. And we 
expect another successful season,” 
said Roesch. “The league will add 
Shelby to our schedule to make 
it more competitive and we are 
hoping to continue on the tradition 
of previous year’s successes in the 
league and throughout the conference 
tournament.”

Fast forward to this fall, and the 
same ladies who brought home the 
league hardware a season ago will all 
be back in the blue and orange for head 
coach Bob Roesch, who is entering his 
ninth season as head coach. He will, 
once again, be joined by assistants 
Terry Gribble and Tom Pawsey.

Headlining the entire returning 

roster are a stellar trio of singles 
players.

Kayley Gimbel was named to the 
MOAC first-team squad last season 
and finished as the MOAC Player of 
the Year. Gimbel finished her junior 
season with a 23-3 record and made it 
all the way to the state championships. 
Other heavy hitters joining Gimbel on 
the singles roster are Katherine Talbott 
and Jalyn Oswald. Talbott and Oswald 
both finished their regular seasons at a 
perfect 25-0 and received second-team, 
all-conference nods in the process.

Katie Baughn and Elli Chandler 
will be back at second doubles where 
they finished 2017 at 21-3, good for 
a second-team nod. The first doubles 

pairing saw a few different faces in 
2017 and finished with a final regular 
season mark of 11-9.

Also returning for the Lady Tigers 
this season will be Kiersten Gifford, 
Marissa Breinich, Orchid Parsons and 
Danielle Schneider. Gifford will be 
vying for her fourth letter, alongside 
Breinich. Parsons and Schneider are 
trying to earn letter No. 3.

Due in part to the GHS tennis courts 
in Heise park receiving a complete 
makeover this season, Galion won’t 
play in front of the home crowed until 
Aug. 30, against Ontario.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy. Reach Chad 
at 419-468-1117 x2048

High hopes for Galion’s talented girls tennis team

2018 Galion lady 
TiGerS TenniS
Thu. aug. 30 vs. ontario *
Tue. Sep. 4 @ Buckeye Valley *
Wed. Sep. 5 @ Upper Sandusky
Thu. Sep. 6 vs. Pleasant *
Sat. Sep. 8 @ Bucyrus Invitational
Tue. Sep. 11 vs. river Valley *
Thu. Sep. 13 vs. Marion Harding *
Mon. Sep. 17 vs. Clear fork *
Tue. Sep. 18 vs. Shelby *
Thu. Sep. 20 MOAC @ Marion Harding *
Sat. Sep. 22 MOAC @ Marion Harding *
Mon. Sep. 24 @ Bucyrus
Tue. Sep. 25 @ Ontario *
Thu. Sep. 27 vs. Buckeye Valley *
*- denotes MOAC match
HoMe matches are in Bold

Photo courtesy Photorama Studios
2018 Galion High School girls tennis team
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — After a 5-5 finish last fall, 
including a 2-5 mark in the Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference, the 2018 version 
of the Galion Tigers have high expecta-
tions.

Head coach Matt Dick returns for a 
third season and has an overall record 
of 7-13 (3-11 in the MOAC). The coach 
lost 11 players to graduation from last 
season. But 2017’s 500 record was a 
big improvement from the team’s 2016 
record of 2-8, Dick’s first season.

Among the players that graduated last 
spring were Harrison Ivy and Takoda 
Crisman, who led the team in rushing 
and receiving a season ago.

However, with loss comes the opportu-
nity for new names to step up and make 
a difference. And, for the third straight 
year, Galion will have a new quarterback.

“We return six offensive linemen this 
season that have a real depth of knowl-
edge of our system,” Dick said. “Our 
primary receiving core of Gage Lackey, 
Isaiah Alsip and Kalib Griffin is really 
good. The key to our offense is going to 
be how fast our new quarterbacks and 
running backs can grow up. At both posi-
tions, we have a lot of talent and compe-
tition. Between senior Elias Middleton 
and sophomore Wilson Frankhouse at 
quarterback and Colbey Fox and Trevor 
O’Brien looking to find their stride in 
the backfield, it should be an interesting 
battle.”

With Karson Rinehart, Ethan Jones, 
Wyatt Hollis, James Burkholder, John 
Abouhassan and Noah Grochowalski 
on the line, the Tigers will continue to 
look for depth in the backfield, and see 

what the two new quarterbacks can do, 
especially with Middleton seeing little 
time last season behind Ivy on the depth 
chart. The orange and blue will primar-
ily use the spread and “I” formations. 
Galion returns eight letterwinners — all 
starters — from last season’s offense.

As for the defense, a 4-3 base set-up, it 
is a similar story. Galion returns nine let-
terwinners, including six starters.

“As always, we are focused on stopping 
the run,” Dick said. “A weakness in our 
defense would be a lack of experience on 
the line and in our secondary. Fox, Alsip, 
Griffin and Middleton will provide some 
experience in that secondary, and Abou-
hassan and Grochowalski should be solid 
defensive linemen for us. Steve Hoff-
man and Gavin Pennington have played 
inside linebacker for the past two years 
and we expect big years out of both of 
them in 2018.”

Sophomore Dominic Pittman will still 
be back to kick for Galion after taking 
over the job last season. Sophomores 
Alsip and Griffin will be back deep as 
kick returners. Alsip will handle the 

punting and Griffin the punt returns.
The 2018 season will be the last 

season of the MOAC as it is currently 
known. Buckeye Valley (7-3, 5-2 in 
2017) and North Union (4-6, 2-5) will 
depart the conference after this season 
and, as of now, will be replaced by the 
Shelby Whippets. Shelby is already a 
member of the conference in all other 
sports. except football. Clear Fork 
dominated the league in its first year, 
going a perfect, 7-0 inner-conference en 
route to a playoff berth and an overall 
record of 11-1. Also in their first year in 
the MOAC last season was the Ontario 
Warriors. Ontario had a rough season, 
finishing winless in the conference at 
0-7 and posted just a 2-8 overall mark.

“The league is going to be very 
tough again this year,” Dick said. “We 
are looking to take the next step and 
compete with everyone. There are no 
bye weeks in the MOAC and every 
week will come down to a tremendous 
amount of effort and execution, espe-
cially in the fourth quarter.”

Galion kicked off the season vs. 

Bucyrus last week. Non-league rivals 
Carey and Upper Sandusky are up next, 
with MOAC play starting Sept. 14 at 
Pleasant.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy. Reach Chad 
at 419-468-1117 x2048

Tigers prepped for gridiron grind
Some questions remain, but 
lots of talent back from 2017

Photo courtesy Photorama Studios
Galion Tigers 2018 varsity football team.

Galion TiGerS 2018 
fooTBall SCHedule
fri. aug. 24 vs. Bucyrus “Senior night”
Fri. Aug. 31 @ Carey
Fri. Sep. 7 @ Upper Sandusky
fri. Sep. 14 vs. Pleasant “elementary 
night” *
Fri. Sep. 21 @ River Valley *
fri. Sep. 28 vs. Harding “Veterans 
night” *
Fri. Oct. 5 @ Clear Fork *
fri. oct. 12 vs. north union 
“Homecoming” *
fri. oct. 19 vs. ontario “Senior Band 
night” *
Fri. Oct. 26 @ Buckeye Valley *
All games start at 7 p.m.
*- denotes MOAC contest
HoMe games are in Bold 
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — It’s the start of a new 
season for Galion High School soccer 
teams, and in their third year of exis-
tence, there are a few notable changes.

Eric Palmer, formerly the coach of the 
Lady Tigers’ the past two seasons, will 
now be the leader for the boys team. 
First-year coach Kathryn Nutt will take 
over leadership of the girls team.

lady Tigers poised for more success
A season ago, the girls’ squad won the 

first game in program history, and did so 

during Galion’s first-ever home contest, 
beating Highland 1-0. Later in the sea-
son, the Tigers would pick up win No. 2 
for the program by defeating the River 
Valley Lady Vikings in a non-conference 
pairing. Overall, the Lady Tigers finished 
at 2-14, and were 0-6 in official Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference contests.

But more experience and improved 
skills should make the Tigers better this 
season.

“We are hoping to be competitive in 
the league this season and continue to 
improve upon the last two years and to 
keep growing as a program,” Nutt said.

Most of last year’s roster is back for 

Nutt in her first year coaching. Allison 
DeNero graduated.

Drucilla Singer earned second-team 
all-conference and all-district honors in 
2017 after finishing second in the confer-
ence with 167 stops as Galion’s primary 
goalkeeper. Katie McDonald, Courtney 
Throckmorton and Destiny Yoder are 
back after earning all-district honorable 
mention status last season.

Other returning letter winners include 
Natalie Hornbeck, Chelsea Hoffman, 
Emily Saunders, Kate Wildenthaler, 
Hannah Snyder, Celeste Nunez, Leah 
Hall and Amber Twigg. Also looking to 
make an impact on the pitch for the Lady 

Tigers are sophomores Kaisey Speck and 
freshman Adriana Zeger.

Boys team eyes more improvement
After a finish of 0-14-2 last year under 

head coach John Stewart, the boys team 
is hoping that the change to Palmer — 
who will bring assistant Brad Bowron 
along with him — also will bring some 
more success.

They may need it after losing five to 
graduation in 2017, including second-

GHS soccer teams expect greater success

2018 Galion TiGerS 
BoyS SoCCer
Thu. Aug. 30 @ Crestview
Tue. Sep. 4 vs. upper Sandusky
Wed. Sep. 5 @ River Valley *
Mon. Sep. 10 vs. Mansfield Senior
Wed. Sep. 12 vs. Marion Harding *
Mon. Sep. 17 @ Lexington
Wed. Sep. 19 @ Clear Fork *
Mon. Sep. 24 vs. Kingsway
Wed. Sep. 26 @ Highland
Mon. Oct. 1 @ Ontario *
Wed. oct. 3 vs. Willard
Mon. Oct. 8 @ Buckeye Valley *
Thu. oct. 11 vs. loudonville
*- denotes MOAC contest
HoMe contests are in Bold

2018 Galion lady 
TiGerS SoCCer
Thu. aug. 30 vs. Crestview
Wed. Sep. 5 vs. river Valley *
Thu. Sep. 6 vs. Westland
Mon. Sep. 10 @ Mansfield Senior
Wed. Sep. 12 @ Marion Harding *
Mon. Sep. 17 vs. Clear fork *
Thu. Sep. 20 vs. St. Peter’s
Wed. Sep. 26 @ Highland
Sat. Sep. 29 @ Upper Sandusky
Mon. oct. 1 vs. ontario *
Mon. oct. 8 vs. Buckeye Valley *
Tue. Oct. 9 @ River Valley *
*- denotes MOAC contest
HoMe contests are in Bold

Photos courtesy Phorama Studios
2018 Galion High School girls soccer

2018 Galion High School boys soccer

See TEAMS | 6
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team all-district, as well as all-conference 
honorable mention Sam Rigdon. Galion 
also had Cannon Butler coming up for 
his freshman year, but, due to a knee 
injury, he will miss this fall season.

Palmer welcomes some important 

pieces though in 2018, including last 
year’s MOAC saves leader, Stephen 
Thompson. Thompson was named to the 
MOAC second team and district honor-
able mention squad after stopping 188 
shots between the bars in 2018. Markis 
Lawson returns alongside Thompson as 
players receiving district attention (also 
honorable mention). Joining Thompson 
and Lawson will be Quinn Boland, Clay 
Karnes, Ben Alstadt, Jason Guthridge, 

Hunter Parsley and Devin McCarthy.
In addition to the returning letter-

winners, Palmer also will have some 
freshmen with a lot of soccer experi-
ence in the likes of Sam Albert, Walker 
Frankhouse, Kolton Tyrrell and Kennan 
Walker.

Palmer, like Nutt, has realistic goals 
for the season ahead.

“Ontario is always a strong team 
and we are hoping to be able to have 

competitive games with everyone in 
the conference,” he said. “We are in our 
third year as a program now, so we are 
working toward being much more com-
petitive in our games than the previous 
two seasons. We are still a very young 
program — and a very young team — as 
the majority of the team are either fresh-
men or sophomores.”

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy. Reach Chad 
at 419-468-1117 x2048

From page 5

Teams

By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — For the first time in a long 
time, the Galion Tigers cross country 
teams will head out into battle without 
George Guins as their leader. Guins 
retired after last season, his 49th as a 
cross country coach.

To say that new head coach Cindy 
Conner, Guins’ assistant for five years, 
has some big shoes to fill would be an 
unfair statement. Conner will be joined 
by assistant coaches Carson Early, Jamie 
Tate, Elizabeth Volz and Alan Conner.

The new head coach returns numerous 
varsity letter winners on the girls and 
boys teams.

“Returning senior and four-year letter 
hopeful Sari Conner is in good shape 
to start the season and will make her 
mark,” Cindy Connor said. “She has 
been conditioning and and doing the 
proper training to prepare for the season. 
We are looking to her for leadership on 
the girls side.”

Conner, a part of the team from a 
season ago that finished as the county 
runner-up to Colonel Crawford, finished 
fourth in the Mid-Ohio Athletic Confer-
ence and took eighth at districts. She is 
joined by Airyona Nickels, vying for her 
second letter. Nickels earned an all-coun-
ty nod last fall. She placed second at the 
county meet, ninth in the MOAC, 16th at 
districts and 26th at regionals.

Despite losing Cheyenne Blair, Ashlie 
Sallee, Murissa Windbigler and Teresa 
House to graduation, Conner and Nick-
els will still be in good company in 2018, 
according to their coach.

“The girls have a few strong freshmen 
in Zaynah Tate, Emily McDonald and 
Ava Smith,” Cindy Connor said. “Also, 
keep an eye out for sophomore and first-
year runner Brooklyn Gates, as well as 
sophomore Amara Ratcliff. Gates’ con-
ditioning has her running well already. 
Ratcliff had been battling injuries. but is 
finally healthy.”

On the boys team, Galion will be with-
out 2017 graduates Luke Eisnaugle and 
Nate Eckert, but have a returning runner 
who deserves a lot of attention this fall. 
Braxton Tate joined Nickels on the all-
county team last season, and was also a 

first-team member of the all-conference 
squad after a runner-up finish to Zach 
Kreft at the MOAC meet. Tate also took 
runner-up honors in the county meet, 
sixth at districts, seventh at regionals 
and clocked in at 57th in the state meet 
in his sophomore season.

Joining Tate for the boys are returning 
seniors Brenden Ganshorn, Mikey Sto-
ver and Kurt Ensman, as well as under-
classmen Garrett Murphy and a group 
of sophomores in Braeden Horn, Hunter 
Parsley, Simon Shawk and Zach Slone.

The boys team looks to improve fur-
ther from their county runner-up finish, 

A new era at GHS as Cindy Conner takes over
Cindy Conner replaces 
retired George Guins 
as cross country coach

2018 Galion TiGerS 
CroSS CounTry
Tue. Sep. 4 @ Wynford Invite
Sat. Sep. 8 @ Watkins
Sat. Sep. 15 hosting Galion CC festival
Sat. Sep. 22 hosting Crawford County 
Meet
Sat. Sep. 29 @ Old Fort Invite
Tue. Oct. 2 @ Crestline Invite
Sat. Oct. 6 @ Mt. Gilead Invite
Sat. Oct. 13 MOAC @ Marion Harding *
Sat. oct. 20 hosting district CC Meet
Sat. Oct. 27 @ Tiffin Regional Meet
Sat. Nov. 3 @ State Meet
*-denotes MOAC meet
HoMe meets are in Bold

Photo courtesy Photorama Studios
Galion High School boys cross country team

See TAKES | 8
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Good Luck
Student
Athletes

By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com

GALION — Galion High School’s 
volleyball squad has some big shoes to 
fill this season, but will do so with most 
of last season’s sectional championship 
team in tact.

Marisa Gwinner graduated in the 
spring and now playing at Tiffin Uni-
versity. Gwinner reached the 1,000 kill 
club in her time sporting the blue and 
orange, and will be a tough athlete to 
replace at the net. Also, senior Kasidee 
Sinclair will miss a portion of her senior 
season for Galion with a knee injury, 
leaving a larger void for the Lady Tigers 
to fill.

“Our district is always full of great 
teams and competition, and our team 
goals always include making it out of 
districts,” said head coach Jaime Val-
entine, entering her 11th year as head 
coach and 23rd overall coaching within 
the district.

In 2017, Galion was eliminated from 
postseason contention in the district 
semifinals by Crestview.

As for what league play has in store, 
coach Valentine keeps it short and 
sweet.

“(It) should be a fun and competitive 
season with in the MOAC. Our goal 
is to repeat as league champions,” she 
said.

However, seven letter winners return 
for the Tiger ladies, including three who 
played their way to Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference honors last season. All three 
did that as freshmen.

Kayla Hardy, the Tigers’ primary set-
ter, received a first-team all-conference 
nod to go along with a Division III, 
District VI second-team bid. At the 
net, Samantha Comer and Jaden Ivy 
will have to pick up where they left off. 
Comer was on the MOAC second-team 
while Ivy received an honorable men-
tion nod and a DIII, District VI third-
team nomination.

The 2017 team racked up a 17-7 
overall finish, including a 13-1 mark in 
conference play. That 13-1 finish within 
the MOAC provided Galion the confer-
ence championship over the Pleasant 

Lots of talent returns for Tigers’ volleyball team

Photo courtesy Photorama Studios
Galion High School 2018 volleyball team

2018 Galion 
VolleyBall SCHedule
Tue. Aug. 28 @ River Valley*
Thu. aug. 30 vs. Harding*
Tue. Sep. 4 @ Clear Fork*
Thu. Sep. 6 vs. Shelby*
Tue. Sep. 11 vs. ontario*
Thu. Sep. 13 @ Buckeye Valley*
Sat. Sep. 15 @ Shelby Invite
Tue. Sep. 18 @ Pleasant*
Thu. Sep. 20 vs. river Valley*
Mon. Sep. 24 @ Upper Sandusky
Tue. Sep. 25 @ Harding*
Thu. Sep. 27 vs. Clear fork*
Mon. Oct. 1 @ Buckeye Central
Tue. Oct. 2 @ Shelby*
Thu. Oct. 4 @ Ontario*
Tue. oct. 9 vs. Buckeye Valley*
Wed. oct. 10 vs. riverdale
*-denotes MOAC match
HoMe matches are in Bold

See RETURNS | 8



FALL SPORTS Galion Inquirer 8    Wednesday, August 29, 2018

fourth place finish in the league and 10th 
overall finish at districts in 2017 and will use 
their youth — paired with experience — to 
do so.

“The boys team is looking for great things 
from the strong sophomore class of Horn, 
Parsley, Shawk and Slone,” Conner said. 
“Incoming freshmen Sean Clark, Braxton 
Diosi, Kellen Kiser and Justin Guthridge 
should help boost the team as well. We’re 
looking for our senior boys for leadership.”

The Tigers will not be on their home 
course for competition until Saturday, Sept. 
15 when they host the annual Galion Cross 
County Festival, one of the largest meets in 
the state. The following week, both the girls 
and boys teams will seek to dethrone the 
squads from Colonel Crawford for the county 
hardware in the Crawford County Meet, also 
at Amann Reservoir Park.

The Galion cross country teams spend sev-
eral weeks this summer collecting shoes from 
the community and Conner is appreciative.

“We were able to send 10 kids to cross 
country camp last week,” she said. “They 

worked on their running form, conditioning, 
cross training and team bonding.”

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy.Reach Chad at 419-
468-1117 x2048
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Photo courtesy Photorama Studios
Galion High School boys cross country team

From page 6
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Lady Spartans, who 
finished at 12-2.

Other returning 
letter winners are 
senior Abby Foust 
and sophomores 
Nicole Thomas, Gil-
lian Miller and Kate 
Schieber, as well as 
senior Abby Foust. 
Also looking to make 
an impact for the 
returning MOAC 
champions will be 
a healthy Gracie 
Groves and the ener-
getic Brooklyn Cosey.

Follow Chad on Twitter @
GalionSportsGuy. Reach Chad 
at 419-468-1117 x2048

From page 7

returns


