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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com 

GALION — Jaime Valentine is start-
ing her 10th season as head coach for 
the Galion volleyball team. She is look-
ing for her two returning letter winners 
to anchor a team that will be full of youth 
in ‘17.

Those anchors care junior Kasidee 
Sinclair (two letters) and senior Marissa 
Gwinner (also two letters). Gwinner 
took home all-county, first-team Mid-
Ohio Athletic Conference and first-team 
District VI honors in 2016.

Galion is looking to bounce back after 
a 2016 campaign that saw the ladies 
going 9-15 overall and an even .500 at 
6-6 in conference play. The Lady Tigers’ 
season ended with a loss to Huron in the 
sectional finals last fall.

Valentine will have three freshmen 
on the team this year. Kayla Hardy will 
be entering as the setter for the Tigers 
after the graduation of Morgan Gregory, 
who was second-team MOAC and third-
team District VI last season. Also lost 
to graduation was Libero Callie Wilden-
thaler. Wildenthaler, a serve specialist 

who earned second-team MOAC honors 
in ‘16. Other freshmen coming up and 
expected to grow as players are middle 
hitter Samantha Comer and outside hit-
ter Jaden Ivy.

“We are looking forward to an exciting 
and successful season,” Valentine said. 
“We will be young, but very athletic. “We 
should compete for the top spot in the 
MOAC, but other teams to watch will be 
Pleasant and Harding.”

The regular season began for Galion 
on Tuesday, Aug. 22 vs. Bellevue on the 
newly refreshed gym floor at Galion 

File photo
Marissa Gwinner thwarting a Bucyrus Lady Red 
attack during action in 2016. Gwinner, now a 
senior, will anchor a young Galion Lady Tigers 
team in the fall of 2017.

Galion spikers young, talented
Can coach Jamie Valentine find a winning lineup?

Photo courtesy PhotoramaThe 2017 Galion Varsity Volleyball Team             

High School. Conference play started for 
the Lady Tigers on Thursday, Aug. 24 at 
Marion Pleasant.

The final opponent of the regular      
season is Mohawk on Oct. 22.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy                          
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

Photorama Studio supplied the team 
photos for this section

SPeCiAL THAnkS
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com 

GALION — Long-time coach George 
Guins has big expectations for the 2017 
version of Galion’s cross country teams.

“I expect both teams to be better than 
last year,” he said. “Both the boys and 
the girls teams are working harder and 
are more intense.”

Guins will once again a batch of run-
ners onto courses all over this part of 
Ohio. He’s done that for the last 49 
years. This will be No. 50 for the area 
coaching icon. Out of those 49 years of 
experience, the last 40 have been with 
Galion. The previous nine were with 
Bucyrus. Guins had decided that this 
fall will be his final season coaching 
the Galion Tigers cross country teams. 
Guins’ assistant, Cindy Conner, is start-
ing her sixth season with the team.

Last year’s edition of Tigers saw the 
boys finishing fifth of eight teams in the 
Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference, while the 
girls squad finished sixth of eight.

The Tigers boys team lost some key 
elements from last year’s group in the 
form of Bryce Barnhart, Lucas Conner, 
Colin McCullough, Nic Oehler and Matt 
Sparks.

Luke Eisnaugle will headline the 
returning letter winners as he will be 
running for his fourth varsity letter. 
Other returning letter winners and 

letters won are: Kurt Ensman (2), 
Weston Rose (2), Mikey Stover (2), 
Brenden Ganshorn (1), Garrett Murphy 
(1) and Braxton Tate (1). Of all of the 
runners returning or graduated, Tate ran 
the fastest time last season, finishing 
with a time of 17:27.

On the Lady Tigers’ side, coach Guins 
lost five key runners to graduation in 
2016 that had been part of the cross 
country family at Galion for six years. 
Abby Barre, Sophie Carson, Lexi Hada-
muscin, Lauren Huggins and Megan Zier 
all walked the stage and received diplo-
mas last spring.

Sari Conner and Ashlie Sallee will lead 
Galion. Both have lettered twice. Other 
returning letter winners for the girls are: 
Theresa House and Murissa Windbigler, 
with one varsity letter apiece. Conner 
posted the best time for the Lady Tigers 
a season ago at 21:03.

In addition to the returning runners, 
Galion will see 10 new faces taking to 
courses this fall, seven boys and three 
girls.

Galion will kick-off their 2017 season 
at home against the Presidents of Marion 
Harding on Thursday, August 24. The 
regular season will conclude at Amman’s 
Park Cross Country Course on Saturday, 
October 14 when the Tigers host the 
Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference meet.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy                                                                                                                                  
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

2017 Galion Tigers boys cross country team

Coach: Galion cross country better this year

2017 Galion Tigers girls cross country team

Lots of talent returns for boys squad; girls squad has plenty of experience

Photo courtesy Photorama

Photo courtesy Photorama
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com 

GALION — Following a 2016 cam-
paign that saw the Galion Tigers football 
team going 2-8 overall and 1-6 in the 
now-defunct Mid-Ohio Athletic Confer-
ence Red Division, the Tigers are look-
ing forward to improvement in 2017.

The Tigers were outscored on the field 
last season, 385-173.

Galion was 2-3 on the home turf at 
Unckrich Stadium and went 0-5 on the 
road in 2016.

Head coach Matt Dick is entering his 
second season at the helm of the Galion 
squad and is facing an uphill battle after 
the loss of many of his team’s key ele-
ments from a season ago.

Although the Tigers have 14 total let-
ter winners returning to the gridiron 
this year, they lost 15 players overall to 
graduation. Leading point scorer, school 
record holder and first team MOAC 
member Connor Moreton is off to Miami 
University of Ohio, starting quarterback 
Chase Cooke is heading to Baldwin 
Wallace University and the backfield 
duo of Garrett Kuns (2nd team MOAC, 

defense) and Ryan Talbott all crossed the 
stage and received their diplomas in the 
spring. Other key loses for the squad are 
Charles Reuer and Kelby Knight.

But coach Dick remains positive as 
five offensive starters and four defensive 
starts will take snaps in 2017 for Galion.

Of the five returning offensive starters, 
three are on the Tigers’ front line.

“I think the strength of our offense is 
the valuable experience we got last year,” 
says Dick.

When asked to describe an offensive 
weakness, Dick stated the obvious.

“Our offensive weakness is going to 
be breaking in a new quarterback and 
running back. The returning offensive 
linemen and multiple receivers should 
make breaking in a new QB an easier 
transition,” he said.

Juniors Noah Grochowalski and Kar-
son Rinehart, along with sophomore 
John Abouhassan will anchor the front 
line of the offense and will be protecting 
either Harrison Ivy or Elias Middleton 
at the quarterback position. Galion also 
has four players battling for a spot in the 
backfield in the likes of senior Nakoma 

Breedlove, juniors Colbey Fox and Joah 
Singer and sophomore Evan Barker.

As far as receiver positions go, keep an 
eye out for seniors Tanner and Takoda 
Crisman, as well as sophomore Isaiah 
Alsip. Gage Lackey and Jake Watkins 
also are possible offensive contributors 
at the wide receiver positition.

“Defensively, we have put a big empha-
sis on stopping the run,” said Dick. “Our 
front eight will be the strength of our 
defense.”

The Tigers return senior nose guard 
Dayvin Hagemann, Grochowalski (hon-
orable mention MOAC Red in ‘16) and 
Tanner Crisman at cornerback. Coach 
Dick is also looking for Steve Hoffman, 
Matt Oehrli, Mason Weldon and Fox to 
be defensive contributors in ‘17.

Galion has set modest goals for the 
season ahead.

The Tigers are looking to “grow 
together as a team/constantly work on 
team chemistry, to lead and to finish 
with a winning season,” states the head 
coach in an email. The start to those 
goals will come on Friday, August 25 
when Galion travels to Bucyrus to face-

off in the battle for the Saccaium Park 
trophy. Galion and Bucyrus have one of 
the longest-running rivalries in football 
throughout the state of Ohio.

With the Jonathan Alder Pioneers, 
MOAC Red champions in 2016 gone 
to the Central Buckeye Conference, a 
MOAC championship is up for grabs. Of 
course, there has also been the depar-
ture of the Fairbanks Panthers, Galion’s 
only other win (28-25) of ‘16, after the 
home opener win against the Redmen 
from Bucyrus (49-7). The Panthers have 
moved on to the Ohio Heritage Confer-
ence. Joining the MOAC are the Ontario 
Warriors and the Clear Fork Colts.

“I think that our league is very bal-
anced. Every week you are going to have 
to show up and play well if you expect 
to win,” states Dick. “Some teams we 
match-up better with than others but 
they all have their strengths and weak-
nesses. Part of taking that step forward 
this year is going to come down to how 
we play as a team in the fourth quarter,” 
the head coach concludes.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

Forward progress expected for Galion football team
Offensive line, defensive front eight a strength for Coach Matt Dick
2017 Galion Tigers football team                                    Photo courtesy Photorama
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Offensive line, defensive front eight a strength for Coach Matt Dick

By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com 

GALION — The Galion Tigers boys 
golf team will hit the links in 2017 with 
experience, youth and a familiar leader.

Head coach Bryce Lehman returns for 
another year at the helm for the boys golf 
squad. Last season the Tigers experi-
enced their share of success and accom-
plishments, all while breaking even at 
6-6 in match play.

They’ve already experience success 
this year. In the first three weeks of the 
season, the Tigers won their own invi-
tational — for the second year in a row 
— at Sycamore Creek. They also win the 
Buckeye Central at Cranberry Hills in 
New Washington and they came home 
with the top trophy at the Bucyrus Elks 
Invitational.

During the 2016 season, Lehman’s 
boys squad finished second overall in the 
Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference tourney.

Gone to graduation is Brevin Owens, 
but the Tigers squad returns four letter-
winners from last year’s team.

Jack McElligott will be back on the 
course after earning his second varsity 
letter a season ago. McEl-
ligott was also a district 
qualifier and a member of the 
MOAC first-team. Matt King-
seed will return after earning 
his first letter last season and 
an honorable mention nod 

in the MOAC. Mitch Dyer returns as a 
three-year letter winner and Kaleb Harsh 
will tee-off this season after earning var-
sity letter No. 2 a season ago.

Along with the experience that Lehm-
an and his team returns are newcomers 
Matthew McMullen and Spencer Keller, 
two talents to keep an eye on as incom-
ing freshman.

“The pieces are in place to contend 
for a MOAC title again this season,” said 
Lehman. “We have great numbers again 
this year with 15 boys out for golf.”

Galion’s regular season will conclude 
on Thursday, Sept. 21 when the Tigers 

head to Apple Valley to participate in 
the MOAC tournament.

Follow Chad on Twitter @
GalionSportsGuy 

Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 
x2048

2017 Galion Tigers boys golf team

Big expectations for Galion golfers
Returning leadership, young talent bode well for Bryce Lehman’s squad

Erin Miller | Galion Inquirer
Galion’s Jack Mcelligott tees off on Tuesday at no. 7 at Sycamore Creek in Galion at the recent Galion 
invitational. The Tigers won the team title for the second year in a row.

Erin Miller | Galion Inquirer
Galion golf coach Bryce Lehman talks strategy 
with freshman Matthew McMullen during the 
Galion invitational at Sycamore Creek in Galion.

Photo courtesy Photorama
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com 

GALION — In 2016, Galion High 
School sent two soccer teams out as the 
first high school programs in Crawford 
County. In 2017, both the boys and girls 
squads will take to fields throughout the 
area and, for the first time, will play home 
matches for the blue and the orange.

Head coach John Stewart and assistant 
coach Alan Conner will both be back for 
their second year of varsity experience. 
Last season, the boys squad was the only 
Galion soccer team to win a game, going 
1-12 overall and finishing 0-8 in the Mid-
Ohio Athletic Conference. The Tigers vic-
tory came last September against Gilead 
Christian.

The boys will return to the pitch minus 
a few key players from last season. Matt 
Sparks (second-team MOAC and all-
district), Lucas Conner (MOAC honor-
able mention), Nic Oehler, Landon Rose 
and Ethan Zeger all walked the stage last 
spring and received their diplomas.

On the plus side, the Tigers will be 
seeing the return of seven letter winners 
from last year’s inaugural season, head-
lined by Stephen Thompson. Thompson 
earned all-conference first team honors 
last season. Joining Thompson on the 
field will be Max Papenhausen, Andrew 
Murphy, Luke Eisnaugle, Ben Alstadt, 
Kodin West and Skyler Bishop.

Improvement expected for Tigers
As season No. 2 of GHS soccer begins, experience remains an issue

 2017 Galion High School boys soccer team

“The team will be improved technically 
and tactically,” says Stewart. “The return-
ing athletes have a year of experience to 
lean on. We hope to improve our record 
this year, remain healthy and be even 
more competitive in matches.”

Galion has also picked up a few transfer 
students, some newcomers to the game 
and some freshmen that will look to help 
make an impact for the program.

Bailey Risner (senior) and Quinn 
Boland (junior) are the two transfers that 
will be suiting up for Galion in 2017. New 
to the squad are Gideon Johnson, Sam 

Rigdon, Kyle Bauer and Markis Lawson 
and they will also be joined by incom-
ing freshmen Jason Guthridge, Hunter 
Parsley and Devin McCarthy to bolster an 
already improved roster.

Looking forward, Stewart offered the 
following about league play: “There were 
some changes in the MOAC this year. 
Joining (the conference) are Ontario and 
Clear Fork. Both of those teams have 
strong soccer programs and should be 
very competitive with the upper echelon 
of the MOAC.” Stewart continues, “As a 
newer program, we will struggle in some 

conference games but hopefully we will 
see the win column a few more times this 
year.”

The Tigers hosted their first ever home 
game and also their season opener on 
Wednesday, Aug. 23 against the Fighting 
Scots of Highland. MOAC play began 
Monday, Aug. 28 with a road trip to Mari-
on to meet up with the Pleasant Spartans. 
Regular season action is set to conclude 
on the road Oct. 16 against the Madison 
Rams.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

Photo courtesy Photorama
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com 

GALION — In 2016, the Galion Lady 
Tigers became the first girls high school 
soccer team in Crawford County.

Although the season didn’t go as well 
as hoped — the Tigers were 0-12 overall 
and 0-7 within the Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference — big strides forward were 
made in the eyes of head coach Eric 
Palmer.

Galion is gearing up for season No. 2 
on the high school level, and again led 
by Palmer, the team returns nine letter 
winners. However, they will be without 
the services of Natalie Rodriguez and Bri 
Wallis, who graduated.

Also, this will be the first season that 
Galion will host home soccer matches, 
with the games set to be played in the 
field behind the schools on the Galion 
City Schools campus.

Natalie Hornbeck, Allison DeNero, 
Hannah Snyder, Emily Sanders, Chelsea 
Hoffman, Drucilla Singer, Destiny Yoder, 
Kate Wildenthaler, AJ Nickels and Katie 
McDonald will all once again suit up in 
the orange and blue and take to the pitch 
for the Lady Tigers, with everyone of the 
above listed players winning a varsity let-
ter in the inaugural season.

A new face to the roster, Brooklyn 
Gates, is an athlete to keep your eyes on 
as she brings club soccer experience to a 
team that is currently still in the learning 
process.

As for the season and league goals for 
2017, coach Palmer is looking for contin-
ued improvement.

“This is our second year as a pro-
gram,” he said. “With the arrival of 
newcomers and nine returning letter 

Lady Tigers pepped for season No.2

2017 Galion High School girls soccer team

winners, we are anticipating a season of 
excitement and high energy, as well as to 
come out and compete at a much higher 
level than last year.”

But life in the MOAC will not be easy.
“Clear Fork, Ontario and Buckeye 

Valley look to compete to be the league 
champions,” Palmer said. “Marion Hard-
ing looks to be solid this year, as well. 
River Valley and Pleasant seem to be 
rebuilding and here in Galion, we’re still 
building from last year. But our goal is to 
be in the middle of the table.”

The Galion Lady Tigers’ season will 
start on Saturday, August 19 with a trip 
to Frost-Kalnow Stadium in Tiffin to take 
on the Lady Tornadoes of Tiffin Colum-
bian. Galion hosted Highland on Aug. 
23, for their first-ever home game.

On Monday, Oct. 16, the 2017 regular 
season campaign will end with a home 
match against the Lady Tygers of Mans-
field Senior.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

Erin Miller | Galion Inquirer
With several teammates and Highland opponents in the vicinity, Galion’s Destiny Yoder tries to control 
the ball during Galion’s home match Aug. 23. The Tiger ladies, in their first home-match, won 1-0.

Photo courtesy Photorama

Erin Miller | Galion Inquirer
Galion teammate Courtney Throckmorton 
and a Highland foe right on her heels, 
Galion’s Allison Denero controls the ball 
during Galion’s 1-0 win over Highland 
on Aug. 23 at the Galion City Schools 
campus. it was the first home match for 
the program, in just its second season.
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By Chad Clinger
cclinger@aimmediamidwest.com 

GALION — The Galion 
Tigers girls tennis team had a 
lot of success in 2016, but with 
all the key members of that 
team returning for 2017, there 
are greater expectations.

The Tigers finished at 14-4 
overall on the season, and 7-3 in 
the Mid-Ohio Athletic Confer-
ence. That record was good for 
just third in the league a season 
ago behind the Jonathan Alder 
Lady Pioneers (champions, 9-1) 
and the Prexies from Marion 
Harding (8-2). The Lady Tigers 
also had an impressive show-
ing in the MOAC tournament, 
crowning a conference cham-
pion, an all-league member and 
finishing behind Harding (22) 
and Alder (21) with 19 overall 

points.
The good news for the Lady 

Tigers?
All of the varsity players from 

a season ago are back for head 
coach Bob Roesch and assistant 
coach Terry Gribble.

“Plenty of experience and 
depth should carry our Tigers to 
a very successful season,” said 
ribble. “Winning the MOAC is 
the main goal for the team.”

Kayley Gimbel is back for her 
junior season as the representa-
tive for Galion at first singles. In 
2016, Gimbel posted a record of 
21-3, was a Galion Inquirer Ath-
lete of the Month, finished third 
at the sectional tournament 
and fourth at the district meet. 
Gimbel earned second-team 
all-MOAC in singles, finishing 
behind Harding’s Maggie Pitts.

Higher expectations

2017 Galion High School girls tennis team

Katherine Talbott, now a 
sophomore, had quite a 2016 
as wel,l and finished 17-5 as the 
second singles rep for the young 
Galion squad.

At third singles returns the 
Tigers’ only MOAC champion 
from a year ago. Jalyn Oswald is 
back for her junior season after 
finishing 19-3 a year ago while 
also winning the MOAC crown 
at third singles.

While the singles standouts 

are set for the Galion squad, 
eight other players are battling 
for spots on the two varsity 
doubles teams.

In the two matches played so 
far this season, it has been the 
same four names on the board 
for the Lady Tigers.

Kiersten Gifford, Danielle 
Schneider, Elli Chandler and 
Katie Baughn have been the 
components for Galion thus far 
and have posted a combined 4-0 

record.
Gone from the MOAC are the 

Lady Pioneers of Alder, but join-
ing the league are the Ontario 
Lady Warriors and the Clear 
Fork Lady Colts. In two match-
es so far as if Aug. 23, Galion 
has cruised to a 2-0 overall 
record (1-0 in the league) and 
has not lost a match in singles 
or doubles competition.

Follow Chad on Twitter @GalionSportsGuy 
Reach Chad at 419-468-1117 x2048

Photo courtesy Photorama


