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I am the son of Dawn Zerkle 
and Dan Abbey. My stepmother 
is Angela Edwards Abbey.  As my 
days as a senior come to an end, I 
would like to reminisce about my 
time at Urbana. The teachers are 
very nice. They will do their best 
to help students work to their full 
potential. Mrs. Miller, Mrs. deNijs, 
and Mrs. Ridge are some of the 
teachers I would like to thank for 
helping me get through school. 
Mrs. Miller always helped to make 
sure I was feeling okay after a tragic event happened. 
My favorite class at Urbana is either English or Music 
Theory. Mrs Ridge tried to help me be more organized 
and to complete my work on time. Mrs. deNijs gives 
me plenty of books to read and helps me improve my 
writing. I loved reading books like Eleanor and Park, 
Will Grayson,Will Grayson, Tuesdays with Morrie, 
Othello, Antigone, and Kindred. I loved to learn about 
music theory (and continue to use music theory a little 
when playing guitar), and learn about the music of 
different time periods like the Baroque, the Classical, 
and the Romantic Periods. I also really loved reading 
Candide in Music Theory. Mr. Sapp is one of the best 
teachers that I had during my time at Urbana because 
he helped me understand music theory. Mr. Sapp made 
the class fun and very interesting. I plan on going to 
Clark State to study cyber security after I graduate from 
Urbana. 

I am not going to lie to you; high 
school was a very hard part of my 
life. So much has happened these 
last few years, good and bad. 
The climb was rough, and there 
were a lot of falls along the way. 
Sometimes it even felt like I had 
fallen so far that I would not be able 
to get back up, but I just held my 
head up and kept climbing. If you 
feel like you are still stuck in the 
well of life with all that you have 
learned, all you are going to learn, 
and all the dedication you put into getting to this point 
to achieve your dreams, I can safely say that each of 
you has the tools to climb out and keep going. I have 
met so many brilliant minds during my time at this 
school,  and I know that each of you can do anything if 
you put your mind to it. Thank you to the people who 
helped me get to this point: the friends, the teachers, 
the family. Thank you all for inspiring me to become 
a better person and helping me move on to this new 
chapter in my life.  

LIAM ABBEY

ETHAN ADAMS

Urbana GradUation Class of 2019

As my years of being a 
Hillclimber come to an end, I will 
forever cherish the memories. 
Throughout high school, I 
participated in volleyball, track, 
DECA, FFA, and Kindness Club. 
In volleyball, I was a two-year 
letterman and received the  
Sportsmanship Award my senior 
year, along with a Captain Award 
and HillClimber Award. Through 
the four years playing volleyball, 
I learned so many things that 
helped shape me into the person I am today, and I 
could not be more grateful. Thank you, Coach Pack 
and Coach Hendricks. I also spent the last two years 
of my high school career in DECA, placing top ten 
in the state both years. For me, DECA was a great 
experience, but it was something I never expected 
myself to get into. If it was not for Mr. O’Kane, I never 
would have never done it. Mr. O’Kane convinced me 
to do countless things, including presenting for DECA 
competitions. Presentations were always stressful for 
me, and Mr. O’Kane made it a priority to get me into 
DECA. Thank you, O’Kane for everything you have 
done; you are forever missed. Also, a big thank you to 
Mr. Russell for helping me end my last year of DECA 
on a good note. Additionally, I would like to thank my 
boyfriend, Devin,  for always motivating me to be my 
best and to never give up. I would also like to thank 
Mrs. Miller for helping me get through high school; I 
do not have any idea what I would have done without 
her. Most importantly, I would like to thank my parents 
for sticking by my side and rooting me on through 
everything; I would not be the person I am today 
without you. After graduation, I plan to attend Sinclair 
Community College and major in dental hygiene. 

JENNAH ADAMS



4    URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2019 Supplement of the Urbana Daily Citizen

Being a freshman, I remember 
waiting for the days to be a senior. 
I remember looking forward 
to being eighteen-years-old 
and going on college visits and 
finalizing where I wanted to further 
my life and career. I reached what 
I wanted, but I wished it away. I 
blinked, and my other years of high 
school just flew by me. Sometimes 
no matter how badly you want 
something to happen sooner than 
expected, you do not enjoy ‘the 
now’ that’s happening right in front of you. Looking 
back, I can think of many things that I liked and disliked 
throughout these past four years, but they will be the 
only memories of high school that I will eventually look 
back on. High school volleyball has probably been 
the most enjoyable thing for me. I have made so many 
great friendships and memories along the way. I would 
like to thank my coaches, Chuck Pack, Jeff and Mary 
Hendricks, and Katie Miller. Each of them have had a 
different and significant impact in my life, on and off the 
court. I want to thank my family and parents for always 
being by my side and supporting me in everything 
that I do. I am so blessed to have all of you in my life. 
Words do not explain how grateful I am. I am furthering 
my education at Sinclair Community College to play 
volleyball for two years and then transferring to Wright 
State, majoring in labor and delivery nursing. 

The past four years at Urbana 
High School have been full of 
many laughs, new experiences, 
and lots of stairs. I was honored 
to represent UHS as a member 
of the cheer, soccer, and softball 
teams. As a part of these programs, 
I was able to build many new 
friendships and make unforgettable 
memories. I would specifically 
like to thank my mother for always 
being there for me, supporting 
me, and guiding me. I would 
like to thank my coaches Mrs. Payne, Mr. Deskins, 
Mr. Jackson, Mr. Pittsenbarger, and Mrs. Fain for the 
constant encouragement and helping me grow as an 
athlete. I plan on attending the University of Kentucky 
in the fall, majoring in nursing to eventually become a 
nurse practitioner in pediatrics oncology. Although it is 
always hard to say goodbye, I am excited for what it to 
come. 

TAYLOR ADAMS

BRAYDEN ANDREwS

People say, “High school is the 
best time of your life.” I had some 
very unexpected curveballs 
thrown my way during high 
school. I learned to never give up 
because that diploma will be your 
best achievement. I will miss the 
memories I have  made not only 
with friends, but with the teachers 
as well. I can say I have had fun 
and met amazing teachers that 
were there to comfort me and 
listen to my problems, even if it 
they were not school related. I believe that they are 
the best type of teachers to have, and they will always 
remain an inspiration to me. I would like to give a 
thanks to Mrs. Fleece, who is no longer a teacher at 
Urbana High School, Mr. Swain, Ms. Entsminger, and 
Mrs. Gretzinger for showing me that no matter what 
obstacles are thrown my way, I should never give up. 
For the underclassman, there are obstacles many of you 
will face along this four year journey. Some of those 
obstacles will make you want to give up trying. As an 
upperclassman, I encourage you all to remain focused 
and deal with any curveball that comes your way. It is 
important that you climb every stair step to success, 
as you all will be hearing soon. This is the end of my 
journey. I will be continuing my education at Clark 
State, beginning in the Summer of 2020 for nursing, 
and I hope to make more amazing memories with new 
people. Congratulations,  Class of 2019!

TAMIA ANDREwS
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During my time at Urbana High 
School, I have created countless 
memories, friendships, and 
experiences that I would not 
have had anywhere else. I have 
participated in four years of varsity 
cheer, I have been involved with 
the choir program and musical for 
four years, and I was in the show 
choir for two years. Also, I have 
been a member of the National 
Honor Society, I was a Freshman 
Focus Mentor, and I have been 
an office aide for the past two years. Through these 
organizations, I have made lifelong friendships and 
served our community and school through volunteer 
work. Several people throughout my high school career 
have helped me achieve my goals and plan my future. 
First, my parents have always been totally supportive, 
loving, and helpful in my studies and decisions 
regarding my future. Second, my cheer coach, Jenny 
Payne has become someone that I can go to for advice, 
guidance, or just someone to rant to. Next, the teachers 
that have helped further my education and pushed 
me to be the best I can be, like Mrs. deNijs, Mr. Mays, 
Mr. Pittsenbarger, Mrs.Cress and others. Finally, Mrs. 
Evans who is always there for sound advice, help with 
scholarships, and the best brownies. Through the aid 
of all of these people, I have been accepted to Miami 
University, where I plan to major in early childhood 
education. While I will be sad to leave Urbana, I will 
always be thankful to the teachers, administration, and 
community that has encouraged me to be the best I can 
be. 

MARIAMA ARTIS

As a freshmen, I remember 
constantly being told that these 
next four years would fly by. 
Everyone who told me that 
definitely was not lying.  I am 
beyond thankful for my time at 
UHS. It has been nothing short of 
amazing. During my time here, I 
have made countless memories, 
friends, and lessons that will last 
a lifetime. I have been a part of 
the basketball, soccer, track, 
and cross country teams, as well 
as being apart of DECA. I would like to thank all my 
coaches, including Bill Moss, Brandon Deskins, Lance 
Jackson, for putting up with me and always driving me 
to work harder. I would also like to thank my family 
who supported me through everything and especially 
my parents, Kimberly and Brent Bartee, for always 
pushing me and helping me. I would also like to 
thank my brother, Alex Merz, for being my best friend 
and always having my back. Thank you to Crystal 
Bartee and Luke Worrell for coming into my life and 
supporting me and watch me grow over these past few 
years. I am also very grateful for all of the UHS staff 
members. Graduating is bittersweet, but I am excited to 
get out a discover more! 

RAEGAN BARTEE

I want to start by thanking my 
mother, Gina Brainstiter, for 
always texting me and sending 
screenshots of what I needed to 
get done for school so I would 
complete it. I want to thank 
Ms.Entsminger for always making 
English class a good time and a 
good start for the day. I also want 
to give a special thanks to Mr. 
Sapp for putting up with me and 
my shenanigans and being a big 
part of my life. I will never forget 
all the amazing memories at band camp. I also want to 
thank all my teachers for putting up with me and giving 
me the chance to have a better life. I want to thank Mr. 
Swain. Even though we do not always see eye to eye, 
he never quit on me and would always set me back on 
track. What I think I will miss about high school is cross 
country season because everyone there is not just a 
friend but family. We are family even after the season 
because we spend hours on end with each other and 
always push each other to our best potencial. I will also 
miss band because it is a huge part of my life, and it is 
coming to an end. I will always miss band camp. Even 
though we all dreaded going, it was an amazing time 
after we got there, and I can say I will never regret a 
band memory. I wish the best to everybody else in my 
class.

ANDREw BASHAM

Daughter of Russell and Corrie 
Bean. 

I participated in volleyball all 
four years of high school both in 
school and in club volleyball. I 
was also a part of the FFA where 
I was on the soil judging team. I 
plan to go to Clark State my first 
two years to play volleyball and 
then transfer to a four-year to major 
in neuroscience. I have a couple 
of people to thank for impacting 
my life the most. I would like to 
thank Coach Pack and Coach Hendricks for helping 
me become a better player and have a better attitude. 
I would also like to thank my fellow fellow volleyball 
seniors for making practice so much fun and the crazy 
memories we made together. A huge thank you to my 
parents, grandparents, and Aunt Barb for making my 
life so fantastic and helping me become the best me 
possible. A big thank you to Madame Padilla and Mrs. 
Ridge for believing in me and helping me through my 
junior year and also keeping me alive in France. Thank 
you to Sam, Nick, and Justin for making high school not 
so bad and sticking by me through everything. Thank 
you for the great memories we made together. I will 
always remember the crazy volleyball team bondings 
and all the fun times we had in the Ag room with Mr. 
Wilheim. Goodbye, Urbana. Thank you for all the great 
memories.

MACkENzIE BEAN
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Hi, my name is Taylor. I have 
been a student off and on in Urbana 
City Schools since kindergarten 
and returned for good as a 
freshman to graduate from here. 
I enjoy the very simple things in 
life such as helping people and 
trying to be positive for others. I 
appreciate my teachers and my 
family and friends. After high 
school, my hopes are to become 
a pastry chef! Cupcakes make 
people smile, and I like to make 
people smile! 

TAYLOR BLANkENSHIP

Jackson is the son of Mark and 
Bethany Bloemhard.

JACkSON BLOEMHARD

I would like to thank everyone 
who has helped me through my 
high school career. I would like to 
thank my parents for supporting 
me. They helped me whenever I 
needed it, and I owe the world to 
them. I would like to thank all of my 
coaches. Thank you to Mrs. Parker, 
Mr. Lightle, and Mrs. Michael for 
helping me work harder and make 
me a better person. Cross country 
has made me a better person. It has 
taught me the power of hard work 
and pushing through pain to get to the good. Thank you 
for a great few seasons of track. I won the Hillclimber 
Award only through hard work and determination. 
I will always remember the people at Urbana High 
School who voted for me for the King’s Dance. I plan 
to attend Ohio Christian University to pursue a degree 
in Pre-Seminary. With that degree, I will become a 
pastor. Most of all, I would like to thank Jesus Christ for 
changing my life last summer. I would not be the same 
without Jesus. 

NOAH BOOzE

  Holly is the daughter of Juan 
Brooks.  

HOLLY BROOkS

When I think about my 
experience at Urbana High School, 
the first thing that comes to my 
mind is the staff. The staff members 
at Urbana have helped me become 
the student, musician, and athlete 
that I am today. The teachers have 
taught me everything I need to 
know to prepare me for college and 
life down the road. David Sapp, the 
music director, has helped me in 
multiple ways by being a mentor 
and a big supporter of my passion 
for music. The bowling coaches, Richard Oakes and 
Jason Brown, have made countless memories and have 
helped me reach all of my goals I have set for myself. 
The memories of all the bowling tournaments and band 
events are something that I will always cherish and 
remember. My time at Urbana High School has been a 
blast, and I am  glad that I got to spend my high school 
career at Urbana.

JUSTIN BROwN
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My time at UHS has been 
filled with endless memories. 
I remember my first steps into 
the Castle as a freshman; I felt so 
small. Now I am the president of 
organizations like DECA, NHS, and 
choir. I would have never dreamed 
that I would be in the position 
that I am at right now. My late 
teacher, Mr. O’Kane, made DECA 
enjoyable for me, and I credit him 
for a lot of my accomplishments 
throughout my senior year. 
Throughout school, I have received multiple awards 
including Honor Roll, Outstanding Male Choir Vocalist, 
Outstanding DECA Student of the Year, and DECA 
State for Entrepreneurship. When I leave UHS, I am 
never going to forget Jazzy Jeff’s bright smile and his 
ecstatic greetings.  I will never forget our annual lip-
sync competitions. I am never going forget walking 
across that dreadful castle and breaking a sweat.  I 
will never forget all of the wonderful teachers that I 
have grown to know and respect. I would like to thank 
Mr. Russell for stepping up and taking over the DECA 
chapter; you will never know how grateful I am to you. 
I would like to thank Mrs. D. for pushing me to be my 
best and believing in the person I can be. I would like 
to thank my mom for raising me and helping push me 
through the toughest of times. Lastly, I would like to 
thank Mr. O’Kane, rest in heaven. I plan on continuing 
my academic career at Bowling Green State University 
to major in business education with a minor in 
communications.  

TROY BROwN

My time spent at Urbana High 
School was filled with stress, 
anxiety, and sleep deprivation, 
but it will be missed. The great 
memories and friendships will stay 
with me for the rest of my life. I have 
enjoyed my time playing soccer, 
basketball, and tennis. I have 
participated in NHS and Climber 
Singers. During my years at Urbana, 
I have made the honor roll and 
academic banquets. Urbana has 
prepared me for after graduation 
and college. I plan to attend the University of Cincinnati 
or Western Michigan University for Computer 
Engineering. I would like to thank my parents for 
always pushing me to do my best and my older siblings 
for mentoring me through high school.

ETHAN BURNSIDE

I remember walking down the 
hallways freshman year thinking, 
“I don’t want to grow up and pay 
bills,” but as my senior year is 
coming to an end, I cannot wait 
for high school to be over and 
to start my future. I would like to 
thank my parents, my friends, my 
coaches, and the staff of Urbana 
High School for helping get me 
through these past four years of 
high school. Everyone has helped 
me so much with preparing for my 
future. Throughout high school, I have participated in 
four years of soccer, lettered twice, and run four years 
of track, lettering each year. My biggest regret in high 
school is not taking more Ag classes and getting closer 
with the guidance counselors because they have helped 
me so much for the future. I am currently undecided 
on my plans after high school, but I am interested in 
both the Air Force or Clark State for the criminal justice 
program. 

MYA CANADAY

I am the daughter of Tiffany 
and Darryl Johnson. Throughout 
my years at Urbana, I have made 
it on the honor roll, and I have 
participated in being a UHS 
cheerleader for the football and 
basketball season.There are many 
highlights during high school.  
Throughout cheerleading, I created 
a strong bond with some of the 
girls, and they become a part 
of my life.  I remember times at 
UHS that were unusual. During 
my  sophomore year, we experienced a gas leak.We 
had to open up the window, and it was very cold. We 
spent the time listening to music like Msink and Brittany 
Spears.  I have many hobbies like traveling, shopping, 
and cheer.  I also have an interest in Crime and mystery 
shows. After high school, my future plans are to go to 
college and major in becoming a forensics or a missing 
person investigator. I also plan on traveling around 
the world.  I have been to many places like Jamaica, 
Hawaii, California, and Canada.The things I will always 
remember about high school are all the fun times at the 
pep rallies and football games, and the many concerts 
and trips I got to go on, which I am very grateful 
for.  I would like to say thanks to my teachers:  Mrs. 
Pittsenbarger, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Swain , Mrs. deNijs, 
and Mrs. G.  These teachers have been there to help me 
get through all my classes throughout my high school 
career. I would also like to thank my parents for pushing 
me to go beyond more than I thought I could.

kENNEDY CHAVERS
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As senior year draws to an end, I 
am thankful for all the opportunities 
I was given and friends I made in 
high school. Over the past four 
years, I have been involved in 
golf, musical, student council, and 
Freshman Focus. The time and 
effort I put into these activities 
helped me place third at the CBC 
tournament my junior year, get a 
minor role in the musical senior 
year, and become student council 
president senior year. I could not 
have done all of this without my friends and family 
helping me along the way. My parents, sisters, and 
grandmother have been huge influences in my life, and 
they have helped me every step of the way. I would also 
like to thank Mrs. Lewis and the guidance department 
for always putting a smile on my face, and Ms. Cress 
and Mr. Schelle for being the most influential teachers 
I have ever had. After I graduate, I will attend Ohio 
University to study public health, in hopes of one day 
becoming a licensed coroner. Thank you for all the 
wonderful memories, Urbana High School.

REBECCA CHESS
I have made numerous 

acquaintances and only a few 
people I would call friends. Thanks 
to those friends, my mother, and 
Mrs. Miller, I have been able to deal 
with the problems that I have faced 
this year. I have had family issues, 
my heart completely shattered, and 
lost my chihuahua. I do not regret 
anything that has happened to me 
this year; pain builds character, 
and I now know I have a powerful 
character. I truly learned who I 
am thanks to this year. I would live through all this 
again even though I would not want to. I believe that 
you have to move forward and look forward. If you 
keep wondering on things that could have been, or if 
you keep looking behind you, you will only damage 
yourself. This is easier said than done, but  I know but 
one day you will make it through this. I just know.

JACOB COCHRAN

 My name is Josh Cochran, 
graduate of Urbana High School. 
I am the son of Lori and David 
Cochran. I had fun at UHS because 
that is where I met all the friends 
I have now. I also had fun when I 
was at school because I had the 
three of the best teachers you can 
have. Their names are Ms. E, Mr. 
Edwards, and Mr. Swain. These 
three helped me get through the 
hardest times of my high school 
career. They would help me when 
my grades would get low, and they also knew a little bit 
about my personal life. The thing that I will remember 
about all four years of high school is hanging out 
with my friends and just having a blast with them. My 
future plans are that I want to start working at Navistar, 
and after about five years of working there, I will get 
my associate’s degree. I want to thank all my family, 
friends, and Ms. E, Mr. Edwards, and Mr. Swain.

JOSHUA COCHRAN
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UHS has impacted me in many 
ways. I was in FFA. FFA taught me 
a lot of things to look forward to in 
the Agricultural field and in life. 
FFA taught me how to save and 
use money the correct way. I went 
on many fantastic trips that made 
FFA more meaningful to me. My 
favorite teachers from UHS are Mr. 
Wilhelm and Ms. Zachrich; they 
were my FFA advisors. I spent lots 
of time with them on the trips I 
took in FFA. In the future, I want to 
try to somehow be a part of FFA. I would like to thank 
Mr. Edwards and Ms. Entsminger. Mr. Edwards has 
always been there for me.  If I needed something done, 
he made sure it was done. Ms. Entsminger helped me 
when I was struggling in English, and she brought me 
up. 

zACkERY COLLINS

High school has flown by; it does 
not seem real to finally be a senior 
and graduating. Throughout high 
school, I have been involved in 
choir and FFA,where I served as 
an FFA officer. Some of my favorite 
memories were thanks to FFA; I 
got to travel to Washington D.C. 
to grow as a leader. FFA has also 
allowed me to help package over 
50,000 meals for those in need. 
I would like to thank the Urbana 
FFA for allowing me to be able to 
accomplish so much in the short three years of being in 
their program. Urbana High School has allowed me to 
make lifelong friendships that I am very grateful for. It 
will definitely be a change leaving Urbana High School, 
but I am excited for the next chapter of my life and new 
experiences to come. I would like to thank my family 
and friends for always pushing me to work harder in 
school and pushing me to be a better person. 

TAYLOR CORDIAL

I, Anthony Cordle, have made 
a lot of wonderful memories and 
friends at Urbana High School. I 
have learned a lot of things going 
through high school, such as hard 
work determines who I will be 
as a person in life. I have also 
learned that just because I work 
hard, it does not mean that I will 
get everything I want. Through 
my times at UHS, I played sports 
that I really enjoyed, and I won 
varsity letters that made me feel 
accomplished. I also made a lot of great memories. 
These times are something that I will cherish forever 
in my heart for the rest of my life. I have also found a 
career path that I want while attending UHS. I plan to 
go into the Air Force when I graduate. I want to thank 
some of the great teachers that cared for me and helped 
me pass, not only their class,  but others. Even though 
school is not something I have particularly liked, I 
will truly miss UHS and the memories that came with 
it. 

ANTHONY CORDLE

Hi my name is Elizabeth Crooks. I 
am the daughter of Ben Crooks and 
Amy Smith. After high school, I plan 
to get a job. The thing I will miss is 
being with my friends every day. 
High school was hard, but I had a 
lot of help from my teachers, and I 
will miss all of my teachers. I will 
remember all my years in school, 
from kindergarten through senior 
year. I grew up a lot over those 
years.  I am going to miss torturing 
my teachers every day especially 
Mr. Edwards, Ms. E, and Mr. Russell.  I will also miss my 
friends.  Good luck, Class of 2019.  Deuces!

ELIzABETH CROOkS

My high school career has been 
filled with many fun moments and 
trips through the FFA, like State 
Convention and the Washington 
Leadership Conference where I 
have met fantastic people from 
many different schools, states, and 
nations. I am also grateful for the 
skills and many friends I have made 
because of these events. I want 
thank my FFA advisors, Mallory 
Zachrich and Steve Wilhelm, as 
they have pushed me to become 
the student and leader I am today. I want to thank my 
parents and grandparents for all they have done for me. 
I plan to attend The Ohio State University in the fall.

NICk CRUMLEY
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The time I have spent at 
Urbana High School has been 
transformative. When I entered 
the school, I was a fool who did 
not know how to do much without 
other people. Through these 
extremely long four years, I have 
changed. Mrs. Miller, my guidance 
counselor, has been a huge part 
in this change, and I cannot thank 
her enough for all she has done for 
me. She has helped me raise my 
self-esteem, and she has helped 
prepare me for college, which honestly has me shaking 
in my boots. I have also become more outgoing, 
and I am much more likely to initiate conversations 
with strangers, which I can only thank all of my 
extracurriculars for. I really wish I was more involved 
in my first two years of high school; doing only one or 
two things those years was just awful. I have, however, 
become more involved this last year and as such, I have 
made new friends that I would not normally be around. 
It is frankly fantastic, and I just hope that I remember 
to be involved next year in college. I also hope that I 
will be able to keep the skills I have now and not lose 
them all the second I step onto the campus at Kent State 
University, since I have been known to lose important 
things. I am  going to miss a lot of people and things 
once I leave, like all my friends and all of the stuff that is 
bogging down my schedule. 

IAN DENIJS
I grew up in a life I would 

consider blessed or lucky. I am one 
of the few people with autism who 
has been able to achieve most of 
the things so far in my life. I enjoyed 
my education at UHS, as it has lead 
me to a multitude of career choices 
that I have considered. The people 
here dedicated to teaching and to 
learning are nice to be around, and 
they are willing to encourage me 
into becoming something more than 
what I am now. I personally took 
pleasure in learning English, as I have taken enjoyment 
in reading books I have never heard of. I have gotten 
a couple honor rolls and a couple of Student of the 
Month awards along with district recognization. I will 
remember when I stood up for someone being picked 
on because I felt that it is wrong to bully people. I did 
not really have any interests in particular, other than 
video editing and 3-D animation. I made videos  a 
hobby;  I took pleasure in creating something that will 
inform or entertain people. I plan to go to college for 
animation, computers, or get a job that  I am able to 
provide for myself. I personally would like to thank Mrs. 
Prince, who helped me move out of my comfort zone 
when I felt I was a social outcast. I would also like to 
thank Miss Sizemore, who helped me throughout junior 
high when I felt like I was slipping. I would also like to 
thank Miss. Entsminger, who pushed me when I needed 
it the most. I would also like to thank my mother for 
helping me to be my best in every situation possible. 
To the Class of 2019, I wish all of you much success in 
whatever you choose to do.

JASON DERRICk DENNISON, JR.

            First and foremost, I would 
like to thank my friends and family 
for helping to shape me into the 
person I am today. I also want to 
send a big shout out to Raif Tyree 
for being my role model. I would 
also like to thank all of my teachers 
throughout the years for helping 
me get through my academic 
accomplishments. My time at UHS 
has been something a little different 
from “normal” high schools. It 
seemed like every year there 
was a new thing coming, including our new school. 
I have spent most of my time at UHS in FFA, enjoying 
all the great things that come with being a part of such 
a great organization. I would like to personally thank 
Mr. Wilhelm and Mrs. Zachrich for exposing me to all 
the activities and experiences that the FFA has to offer. 
All of it is coming to an end faster than I expected it. 
I know it is a bittersweet moment for my family, but 
like my mom always says, “Keep’er movin’”. When I 
have free time, I enjoy hunting and fishing. I plan to 
continue working at Ultra-met and then start going to 
college next fall for mechanical engineering. I want to 
thank everyone at UHS who has been there through this 
wonderful high school experience. Thank you. UHS is 
the best! 

JUSTIN DOBIE
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My four years at Urbana High 
School have brought me some of 
my best times as well as some of my 
worst. Some of the good times that 
I am going to miss is all my friends. 
most of them I might not see again.   
I am  going to miss high school 
football  a lot. Being at this school, I 
have not only grown in academics, 
but I learned how to be a better 
person and football helped as well. 
I feel like when I walk out of here 
with my diploma, I will have what is 
necessary to be successful. That is why I would like to 
first thank my parents who have always been there for 
me. They supported me no matter what, and they have 
always worked hard to make sure they get what I need 
whether it is clothes, food, and shelter or making sure 
I have what I need for school or athletics. I would like 
to thank the UHS staff; they have done so much for me, 
and I am greatly thankful. I would like to say special 
thanks to my English teachers Ms. Denman, Ms. Ridge, 
and especially Ms. deNijs for always staying on me and 
pushing me to do better. Lastly, my coaches;  I don’t 
know what kind of man I would be without them. They 
have shaped me into a better man and have taught me 
so much. I cannot wait to see what the future holds for 
me.

NICk DORSEY

I am glad that my time at UHS is 
coming to an end, and I am excited 
for what lies ahead. After high 
school, I plan to head to a two-
year college to get my associate’s 
degree. My major is currently 
undecided, but I plan to continue 
school once I have decided. I would 
like to thank my parents, Lyle 
and Debra Dozier, as well as my 
siblings Miranda Layne, Savannah 
Layne, and Harley Dozier. I am 
also extremely grateful for FBCU; I 
have been a part of the youth group for four years and 
have attended events with them throughout the years 
including a mission trip to Tennessee. I would like to 
thank the many people who have helped me from FBCU 
such as Kathy Stouffer, Tim McDaniel, Ben Peshek, and 
Roy Larson. Without the help of all these people and 
many others, I would not have grown into who I am now, 
and they will always be a part of who I continue to grow 
into after high school. 

SAMANTHA DOzIER

I have been with Urbana since 
I have started going to school. I 
went through South Elementary 
to East Elementary to Local to 
finally reaching the high school. 
In my time at the high school, I 
have participated in DECA, stage 
crew, and honors and AP/CCP 
classes. These classes include 
AP English and Government and 
CCP English. A highlight from my 
time here was seeing the lip sync 
contest at the end of every year. 
Another highlight from high school was Jazzy talking 
to my friend and me every lunch period. He always 
created a conversation that would leave the students 
laughing. I would like to say good-bye to Mrs. deNijs, 
Mr. Russell, Ms. Westerman, and Mr. Mays. Whenever 
I was feeling down, or had any issues in my classes, 
my teachers always reached out to me to be sure I was 
feeling comfortable, and for that I will be thankful for 
them. The one thing I will remember from being at 
Urbana is getting a detention from Mrs. DeNijs because 
I was on my phone checking my grades, and she saw 
me and yelled at me. We are on good terms now. I plan 
on attending Bowling Green State University to major in 
business and continue to work as I go through college. 
I would like to thank all of the teachers that reached 
out and helped me and many others get through high 
school. There are not many teachers in the world 
like that, and the teachers that helped, thank you for 
reaching out to shape us into the kids of the future.

CHRISTIAN DUNHAM
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Hearing cheers from the student 
section while performing on 
Friday nights, dressing up for 
spirit weeks, and waking up at 
5:00 AM on Saturday mornings to 
judge meats are just a tiny portion 
of all the things I will miss about 
attending UHS. My time at Urbana 
was like no other because of the 
things I involved myself in; I was 
in marching band, National Honor 
Society, Kindness Club, Student 
Council, Quiz Team, French Club, 
and a Climber Leadership Academy mentor. I played 
varsity tennis and served as a class officer for a year. I 
was also very involved in the FFA program. I competed 
in everything possible from parliamentary procedure, 
public speaking, and agriculture communications to soil 
judging and meat judging; I placed in the top ten at the 
state level more times than I can count on my fingers. 
With the FFA, I traveled all over Ohio, Washington, DC, 
and Indiana and spent countless hours at FFA events. 
I served as an officer for three years, and my senior 
year I served as president. Because of my involvement 
in this organization, I found my passion for all things 
agriculture and FFA and will continue my education 
at Iowa State University with a major in agriculture 
education. I would like to give a special shout out to my 
FFA advisors Mrs. Zachrich and Mr. Wilhelm for helping 
me find my passion and my mom for supporting me in 
all of my activities and helping me obtain my goals. I 
would also like to thank all of the teachers and friends 
I have had throughout the past three years; you all 
impacted my life for the better in one way or another. 

ASHLYN DUNN
I will never be able to repay 

Urbana High School for all of the 
memories it has provided to me. 
From running around the basement 
of the old school to the wild 
transition of the new school, it has 
been an interesting, but exciting 
high school journey. I am infinitely 
grateful for everything this school 
and community has provided to me. 
However, I would never have been 
able to enjoy these years in the 
same way without being involved in 
extracurricular activities. From playing golf, basketball, 
and baseball my freshman year to becoming a captain 
and all-conference player and leader on the track 
team, the change over these past four years has been 
incredible, and I am thankful for all of that. I want to first 
and foremost thank my family for constantly pushing me 
to become who I am today. Without my mom, dad, and 
sister, I would never have had the confidence to do the 
things I do now. I am so thankful for my cousins Aurora 
and Aleigha, for always being a constant beam of joy 
whenever I am down. Their love is of the purest kind, 
and I thank God that they were put into our family’s 
life. As for the future, I plan to go to The Ohio State 
University and major in exercise science, with the end 
goal of becoming a collegiate strength and conditioning 
coach. Being a Buckeye has been a lifelong dream, and 
that has finally become a reality. I will never forget UHS, 
and I will always be proud to say that I am a Hillclimber.

BRANDON EBERT

My high school experience has 
been a very fun, memorable, and 
stressful one. I have made many 
new friends through high school 
along with being in DECA and 
playing soccer. These activities 
have taught me the importance of 
working as a team. I would like to 
thank my parents and the rest of my 
family and close friends for pushing 
me to work harder in school and 
also influencing me to be the 
person I am today. My plans after 
school are to take a year off to work more and spend 
time with family and friends. After that, I plan on joining 
the United States Air Fforce. I know that my family and 
friends will support me through my future plans.

BRENDYN ECkSTEIN
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My time at Urbana High School 
has been nothing short of amazing. 
The memories I have created in 
my two years here I will take with 
me and cherish throughout the rest 
of my life. The most memorable 
experiences came from being on 
the basketball team at Urbana. The 
friendships made during these 
two years will last forever, and I 
am more than grateful for all of the 
experiences I have had playing 
with my teammates. The most 
memorable moment for me has to be winning the CBC 
championship my junior year. My teachers at Urbana 
have helped me tremendously, not only as a student, 
but most importantly, they helped me grow as a person. 
All of my teachers have impacted me in many ways, but 
my favorite teacher at Urbana had to be Mr. O’Kane. 
He never failed to make us laugh everyday. His desire 
to help others, as well as impact students beyond the 
classroom, is something I admire and will never forget. 
There are many people who made my past four years 
great, and I am truly thankful for this journey; the 
memories I have made with my friends are ones that 
will stick with me for the rest of my life. My plans for 
after high school are yet to be decided. I would like to 
also thank my family, the ones who have been by my 
side since day one. I could not have made it this far 
without their constant encouragement and support!

JEVIN EDLEY
I will never be able to repay 

Urbana High School for all of the 
memories it has provided to me. 
From running around the basement 
of the old school to the wild 
transition of the new school, it has 
been an interesting, but exciting 
high school journey. I am infinitely 
grateful for everything this school 
and community has provided to me. 
However, I would never have been 
able to enjoy these years in the 
same way without being involved in 
extracurricular activities. From playing golf, basketball, 
and baseball my freshman year to becoming a captain 
and all-conference player and leader on the track 
team, the change over these past four years has been 
incredible, and I am thankful for all of that. I want to first 
and foremost thank my family for constantly pushing me 
to become who I am today. Without my mom, dad, and 
sister, I would never have had the confidence to do the 
things I do now. I am so thankful for my cousins Aurora 
and Aleigha, for always being a constant beam of joy 
whenever I am down. Their love is of the purest kind, 
and I thank God that they were put into our family’s 
life. As for the future, I plan to go to The Ohio State 
University and major in exercise science, with the end 
goal of becoming a collegiate strength and conditioning 
coach. Being a Buckeye has been a lifelong dream, and 
that has finally become a reality. I will never forget UHS, 
and I will always be proud to say that I am a Hillclimber.

zHOE EVANS

Kyler is the son of Paul and Nikki 
Finch.

kYLER FINCH
Brayden is the son of Brent and 

Carrie Emmons.

BRAYDEN EMMONS
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Throughout my years of attending 
Urbana City Schools, I have learned 
so much that has helped me grow 
in so many ways. One person that 
has helped me throughout high 
school is Mrs. Ridge. My freshman 
year I had Mrs. Ridge for Honors 
English 9, and I struggled to keep 
up with the rest of the students in 
the class. I had her a second time 
my junior year. As I approached 
junior year, I was still struggling to 
write simple papers and grasp what 
was being taught, but I started to talk to Mrs.Ridge, and 
she helped me think through the steps and really just 
broke down the process I needed to follow. After that, 
my understanding of English grew, and now it is my 
favorite class to go to even though it may be difficult 
at times. Mrs. Ridge, along with my mom, helped me 
realize that I wanted to help others in my future career. 
All throughout my childhood, my mom worked with 
people with disabilities. I loved to go with her to work 
and talk to everyone I met there. Now I plan to attend 
Bowling Green State University, majoring in special 
education. I would like to thank my parents, teachers, 
and friends for helping me through tough times and 
helping me succeed throughout high school.

JADEAN FROST
“High School looks so much 

cooler on TV,”  says every high 
school senior. Though intimidating, 
challenging, annoying, and 
sometimes awkward, my time at 
Urbana has been one of the best 
experiences of my life. Even though 
our school is small in number 
and situated in a rural town, the 
people are committed and loyal 
to teaching and learning to the 
best of their abilities. Through my 
involvement in Student Council, 
National Honor Society, and Freshman Focus mentoring, 
I was able to connect with my school community. 
Participating in cheerleading taught me to be bold, 
cheerful, and engage with new people. Performing in 
Climber Singers, show choir, or musical allowed me 
to work with people in a different way. I would like to 
thank my teachers, friends, and family for supporting 
me in whatever I do and encouraging my career and 
sometimes overly-happy personality. Next year I 
plan to attend Urbana University and major in early 
childhood  education while also furthering my athletic 
and theatrical careers. High school may not be as fun as 
it seems on TV; however, it is the combination of effort 
and good people to make the best out of any situation. 
I believe that in order to be successful, you must make 
the best out of what you have. Enjoy high school and the 
time you have to spend with friends because you will 
blink twice and then be standing in your cap and gown 
ready for the next chapter in your life.

MARY HABODASz

I would like to thank my mother, 
April Ferrell, for always supporting 
me, and Tyler Finkbine for always 
“being in my corner” throughout 
my thirteen years of school, 
wrestling, and life in Urbana. 
Although I never intended to 
specialize in anything, wrestling 
became my passion and only 
desire in my time at Urbana. Any 
extra time I had was dedicated 
to excelling in it to the best of my 
ability. Tyler Finkbine, Anthony 
Kitchen, and Dylan Souders served as great mentors 
in this sport and provided me with lessons and goal 
setting behaviors that will last me a lifetime. When 
I think about my time at Urbana High School, I will 
remember it flying by. People always tell you how fast 
it goes, but you cannot truly understand until you are 
looking graduation in the face. It feels like I just walked 
into freshman orientation, and now I am scheduling 
classes at Ohio University, where I will study business 
management and possibly continue my athletic career. 
I will dearly miss this small town, and I will always have 
memories of walking around with my friends to every 
single part of it when we were younger. As I begin my 
journey into my future and leave my family, along with 
minor split of the Yacht Club, I will smile knowing that 
this place made me who I am. It is unbelievable to think 
I am leaving this place, but I am excited to see what lays 
ahead. 

GAVYN GRIM
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Teenagers always say that high 
school does not teach you anything 
that you will use in life, but I do not 
agree. High school has taught me 
the lesson that giving up is never 
the answer, and that is something 
that will stay with me for the rest 
of my life. In high school, I made 
new friends, became closer 
with teachers who are now role 
models, and achieved goals I 
never thought I would obtain. I 
also learned to manage my time 
appropriately. There were days where I would have to 
go to school and extra curricular activities including 
softball, National Honor Society, DECA, and more. I also 
did this while working at least fifteen hours a week! 
These things never stopped me from wanting to be 
involved. DECA was one of my favorite activities during 
my time at Urbana High School. Learning the ins and 
outs of business interested me tremendously. I will be 
furthering my education of business through the online 
program in business administration from Arizona State 
University. High school always motivated me to do 
my best and always made me want to push myself the 
farthest I could. I would not have been so motivated to 
do my best throughout high school without the endless 
support from my family, friends, and school staff. 
Although high school was a very eventful four years 
that I will never forget, I look forward to my future and 
cannot wait to see where life takes me.

kATIE HARRIS
The past four years at Urbana 

High School have been a blast! 
I have taken advantage of the 
many opportunities that there are 
to get involved, and it taught me 
so much. Throughout my time at 
UHS, I have participated in sports, 
such as soccer, basketball, and 
track. Participating in these sports 
has given me leadership skills 
and determination, which I can 
use throughout my life. Along 
with participating in sports, I have 
also participated in various school clubs, including 
student council and National Honor Society. As I was 
a part of these clubs, I learned about responsibility 
and accountability, which I can also use in my future 
endeavors. I have created so many memories at 
UHS that will last a lifetime. However, I will always 
remember spending hours making signs for the 
homecoming parade each year, with one of my favorite 
teachers, Ms. Westerman. I am so thankful for what 
UHS has provided me within the last four years. I have 
learned immensely and discovered who I am and who 
I want to be. As I attend Ohio Dominican University 
next year and major in special education, I will apply 
the things I learned at UHS and reminisce about the 
memories that I have created here. I will forever be 
blessed to have gone to such a great high school with 
wonderful people surrounding me. I would like to thank 
my mom for always supporting me and the UHS staff for 
always lifting up and supporting me, and all the other 
students throughout high school. I am excited to see 
what the future holds for my classmates and me; Go, 
Climbers!

MARISSA HORN

Shaina is the daughter of Mike 
and Shannon Huffman.

SHAINA HUFFMAN
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How could a person start their 
senior tribute? How could they be 
able to capture all their memories 
of UHS over the past four years in 
one measly paragraph? By being 
short and simple. As the end draws 
ever closer, I begin to reminisce 
on all the times I have spent at this 
school. On the times I should have 
been worrying about a big project.  
On the times I felt satisfaction when 
I got an assignment done before 
the deadline. On the times when I 
finally started getting involved in school functions. On 
the times I spent with friends that will last a lifetime. 
Most importantly, I will reminisce on the time I have 
spent in band. Marching has given me a place where 
I could really be myself. I have spent all four years 
of high school committed to the activity. It came to a 
surprise when I was chosen to be student director. 
I also finally got to show off my athleticism when I 
joined track. It took me a while to find what I was 
comfortable with, but it was worth the wait. I would like 
to thank my family for supporting me in what I do and 
congratulating me when I needed it. Most importantly, I 
would like to thank everyone at Urbana High School for 
making a memorable four years that I will never forget.

JACkSON JAMES
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As graduation is around the 
corner, and senior year is coming to 
an end, I could not be more excited.  
High school has been great.  I have 
become close with my classmates, 
joined cheerleading and track, and 
made many wonderful memories. 
Cheerleading was my sport, 
and I absolutely loved it. During 
my freshman and senior year, 
the Urbana cheerleading team 
qualified for state, finishing top ten. 
I will cherish memories like those 
forever. Although learning and going to high school 
is not my absolute favorite thing to do everyday, it has 
made me the person I am today. From my peers to my 
teachers and coaches, I have gained so many strong 
relationships along with many lessons that I will carry 
with me for the rest of my life. High school is such an 
important time in your life because you start to realize 
who you really are and where you want to continue the 
rest of your life. High school has helped me accomplish 
great things, and I look forward to continuing my 
education in college and joining the medical field. I 
would like to specifically thank my parents, Joel and 
Debbie Johnson, for helping me become the person I 
am today, for encouraging me to do great things, and 
for being the best role models they could be. I would 
also like to thank my cheer coaches Holly McGuire and 
Jenny Payne for pushing me to do my best in every 
situation. I will forever be an Urbana Hillclimber. Thank 
you, Urbana High School.

HALEY JOHNSON
It is finally senior year!  The 

students I have spent years with are 
all going to be going on a different 
path. UHS has brought so many 
memories. I have participated in 
soccer and musical, where I gained 
so many new friends who have 
turned into family. I am also part 
of the National Honor Society, and 
I was a Freshman Focus mentor 
during my junior year. Over my 
years at UHS, above all, the best 
experience was going to France 
last summer with other students in my French class. 
Mrs. Padilla and Mrs. Ridge made it an experience to 
remember, especially our infamous dance parties. 
I want to thank my parents for helping me through 
school and pushing me every day and the friends 
who have made high school fun. I also want to thank 
both my brothers--thank you for being my best friends 
and helping me with my math and art and struggles. 
Another shout out to my sister, Kylie, who has been 
a blessing to my life. I also would like to thank the 
coaches I have had for pushing me and teaching me 
life lessons along the way. Every teacher has taught me 
so many things, but I would like to give a special shout 
out to Mr. Schelle, Mr. Pittsenbarger and Mrs. Ridge for 
always being there to talk to and helping me no matter 
what I asked for. It has been a good time and now onto 
the next chapter, adulting.  

kARA JOHNSON

As I think about my freshman and 
sophomore year at Urbana High 
School before I started going to 
Ohio Hi-Point Career Center and 
what really impacted me, I think 
about the teachers I had. A certain 
group of them always encouraged 
me to take harder classes because 
they knew I could do it, especially 
my math teachers. Math has always 
been my favorite subject; it always 
came easily to me.  I loved when 
I was having bad day that I could 
just go talk to Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Leonard. Throughout 
my high school career, I have played volleyball for 
four years and basketball for one year and ran track 
for two years. Since I have been at Ohio Hi-Point, I have 
gotten my tanning license and cosmetology license 
after completing a written/practical test and having 
2,500 hours throughout my junior and senior year. 
I will definitely miss playing volleyball and being 
able to take challenges that others want me to take. I 
want to give a shout out to all of the teachers that have 
pushed me to be the best I can be because I don’t 
think I would have pushed myself if it weren’t for those 
teachers.  Thank you to Mrs. Morgan (Algebra I) and 
Mrs. Moore (Honors Geometry) for always helping 
me with the work I needed and making my favorite 
subject enjoyable. Thank you to the friends I have had 
throughout my high school career and that are still by 
my side. I appreciate everyone.

MADDY JOHNSON
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Senior year has finally arrived, 
and all I can think about are all the 
memories that were made during 
these last four years. My favorite 
high school memory is volleyball 
games where Mrs. Miller would 
dance on the sidelines to make 
sure that no matter what we all had 
a smile remaining on our faces. 
Between volleyball, track, 4-H, 
and FFA, the friendships I have 
made are what I will miss most in 
the years to come. Now that high 
school is coming to an end, I plan to  attend Clark 
State Community College and major in emergency 
medical services. It is true what they say: High school 
does, in fact, go by fast. Before I walk down the hill 
for graduation, I would like to say thank you to some 
people who have helped me. Thank you, Mrs. Miller, 
for being my school mom, helping me get through the 
day to day necessities, and listening to my endless 
rants about practically everything. Thank you, Mrs. 
deNijs, for pushing me in the English department and 
believing in me when I did not believe in myself. Thank 
you, Mr. Wilhelm, for the adventures of FFA and making 
me wish that I joined your FFA chapter long before 
senior year. Last, but certainly not least, I would like 
to thank my family for the endless support throughout 
my sports and academic success; I truly could not have 
done it without you! Now that summer is approaching 
and senior year will be ending, always remember the 
amazing words of Ellis Grey: “The carousel never stops 
turning.” 

TIANA JOHNSON
My name is Truman Johnson, but 

most people know me as Gabe 
Johnson. Throughout my time at 
Urbana High School, I experienced 
so many things that will benefit me 
in the future. I remember the day 
of my Freshmen Focus orientation 
vividly. The Freshmen Focus 
mentors seemed very educated 
when it came to high school advice. 
I made sure to follow their advice, 
as well as any other advice given 
to me, which played a crucial part 
in my high school experience.  The very first piece 
of advice I received coming into high school was 
to participate in multiple activities. Throughout my 
high school career, I participated in various sports, 
clubs, and programs that the school offered. The 
most remarkable were the soccer team and the DECA 
chapter. Both of these groups taught me valuable 
lessons that I will cherish for the rest of my life. I joined 
soccer my junior year of high school. While playing 
soccer, I created relationships with my teammates 
that helped me to be friends with truly anyone in high 
school. With the DECA chapter, I learned what hard 
work means. My partner and I produced a business 
and competed at a couple of competitions. We had to 
spend hours at the school, using most of my free time. 
Both soccer and DECA helped with different aspects of 
life. I learned so many lessons that I will never be able 
to forget, including hard work does not go unnoticed 
and do not be a follower, be a leader.  High school did 
not fail to fly by. Like most of my superiors told me, high 
school will be over before I know it. Here I am, writing 
my senior tribute for the newspaper. Time really did 
go by quickly, but I will always cherish the memories I 
have experienced throughout high school. 

TRUMAN JOHNSON
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This year of high school has 
been the most challenging yet. 
I was always juggling school, 
work, and sports, and oftentimes 
I did not know what I was doing. 
Thanks to my parents, siblings, 
and surrounding family, I was able 
to figure out how to prioritize my 
school work over everything that I 
deal with outside  school. Without 
their support, I do not  know how I 
would have been able to complete 
high school. Another thing about 
high school is that it makes you go crazy sometimes. I 
would like to thank all of my friends who helped keep 
me sane. I would like to thank all of them for helping 
me on my school work, and always having an open ear. 
I would love to thank Mr. Daniels, Mrs. Simpson, and 
Coach Dixon for pushing me to my limit in all of the 
work that I have done. I will miss the sport that I played 
from fifth grade to junior year, basketball. I will miss the 
bonds that I created with my coaches and teammates 
and the endless laughs on the bus rides home from our 
games. I will also miss art class with Mrs. Simpson and 
the endless creativity. I plan on going to Hobart in years 
to come so I can pursue my career in welding. 

TRENT JONES

Haylee is the daughter of Tim 
Jordan and Amber Wheeland.  

HAYLEE JORDAN

I would like to thank my family 
for everything they have done for 
me and all of the risks they took to 
put food on mine and my brother’s 
plates. I would also like to thank 
my grandparents, Shelly Musser 
and Sandy and Jeff Rogan, for 
making my life a lot easier and my 
parents, Keith Barrett and Amber 
Lee. Without any of you guys, I 
would not know where I would 
be right now. To all of my friends, 
thank you so much for making 
these four years of high school the best time of my life. 
You have no idea how much you help me. For many 
years, we have made memories I will never forget, and 
I cannot wait until we make more memories. I would 
like to thank Coach Cotner for being there when I was 
struggling and needed comfort. You are a true coach, 
and I will never forget all of the things you have done 
for my friends and me. I will attend Ohio State Marion 
for a year and then transfer to The Ohio State University 
main campus. I want to help those who are currently 
living in terrible homes and other bad environments; 
I want to make a difference in the world and have a 
huge impact on young kids, and I know I can. To all of 
the Urbana community, thank you. You are my home 
and forever will be. Sycamore Street, Church, Court, 
Oakland, Settlers Ridge, Huber Heights, and many 
more, you will always be my home.

EzRA LEE

Throughout high school, I have 
been involved as much as possible. 
I am a  student council member, 
as well as a cast member in the 
musicals. I am a proud member 
of the National Honor Society 
and the president of the school’s 
Kindness Club, which brings light 
to the school and the community. 
The one thing that has gotten me 
through the hard times and stress 
of high school is being involved in 
the arts. I will never forget walking 
into the choir or art room and instantly feeling relieved 
and welcomed. I want to personally thank my choir 
teacher and musical director, Rusty Myers, as well as 
my art teacher and role model, Leigh-Ann Simpson, for 
continuously proving to me my worth and capabilities 
in life. I hope that I can use the tools and confidence you 
have taught me to take on the future. I would also like 
to thank my freshman and sophomore history teacher, 
Jason Schelle, for teaching me my passion for history 
and education. I have also had many other teachers and 
faculty members who have impacted me in ways that 
will carry on throughout my entire life, such as Jazzy 
Jeff, Valerie Leonard, Katie Miller, Cassie Cress, and 
Laura Ridge. I plan to attend Bluffton University to be a 
history education major, and I hope to continue to fulfill 
my passion for art, music, and performing. 

CIERRA LONG

People to have on your side at 
UHS: Jennifer Entsminger, Jesse 
Edwards, Ryan Swain, Megan 
Michael, Steve Wilhelm, Sharon 
Murphy, Kendall Burcham, 
Mountain Ridge, and Kylee 
Menchhofer. Deuces Urbana.

HUNTER kINMAN
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As the narrator said in Fight Club, 
“You met me at a very strange time 
in my life”-- that’s exactly how I 
would describe my time at UHS. 
Through sports, I learned a lot 
about myself and that sports are not 
my thing. Having played football 
for nine years of my life, I came 
out with one award, a participation 
trophy from pee wee. I also learned 
life lessons, like you have to learn 
how to work with all types of 
people. I learned to be selfless and 
put others before me. I would like to thank my family, 
especially my brother, Tristan. I would also like to thank 
all my teachers too. Thank you, Urbana, and everyone 
in it. 

EzRA H. LYNxwILER
I am Jasmine McCall, and I am the 

daughter of Sharon McCall. On my 
first day of high school, I was very 
nervous. I was lucky to have one 
of my older sisters there with me. I 
have been part of the musical and 
marching band for all four years 
and pep band for three years. Some 
of my favorite classes would have 
to be history, psychology, and math. 
I would like to thank my friends for 
being there for me and pushing 
me to be the best I can. After 
graduation, I plan on going into the Army Reserves or 
college for criminal justice. In the Army Reserves, I 
plan on joining the police and working with the dogs or 
the infantry. 

JASMINE MCCALL

As my four years of being a 
student at Urbana High School 
come to an end, I can say my most 
memorable experiences have 
occured during this time. Most 
of my time was consumed by 
basketball and spending time with 
friends and family. Throughout my 
high school basketball career, I 
have been two time First Team CBC 
and was also awarded Athlete of the 
Month twice. I will be continuing 
my basketball career at Clark 
State Community College, and I hope to accomplish 
and gain as many amazing memories as I have here at 
UHS. I would like to take a moment to say thank you 
to all of you that have contributed to these memorable 
experiences, including my family and friends and a 
special thank you to Coach Moss for pushing me to 
my fullest potential. Without him, I would not have 
succeeded in all that I have. To everyone who struggles 
with confidence- know that there is always someone 
that sees the greatest of potential in you. 

ALAINA LYONS
William is the son of Brad and 

Sandy McDavid.

wILLIAM MCDAVID
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My experience at Urbana High 
School was adventurous and 
fulfilling. Getting to meet all kinds 
of different people, all while 
growing into a young adult with my 
peers, has been most interesting. 
I spent most of my time in high 
school in the basement of the old 
building, where the creativity of 
all UHS student swarmed. Being 
involved in choir and art all four 
years was one of my greatest 
decisions; the classes acted as 
a stress reliever for me. After I graduate, I plan on 
moving to Kettering, Ohio, and attending The Modern 
College of Design this fall. I have not decided what I 
will major in, but it will be something along the lines of 
business marketing, and I could not be more excited. 
I will always remember sitting at the lunch tables with 
my friends and laughing uncontrollably, goofing off in 
American History with my friends and Mr. Daniels, and 
moving into the brand new school, sadly leaving the 
old one behind. While a new school was definitely in 
order, I had my most fond memories in the old school, 
even amidst all of the construction. All of the different 
hairstyles I have gone through, all of the boyfriends, all 
of the laughs, all of the spirit weeks, Lip Sync Battles, 
Musicals, Choir Concerts, and football games, I believe 
I have truly had the best experience in high school. 
I want to say thank you to Jazzy Jeff and Mr. Reeves 
for always making me laugh on my worst days, Mrs. 
Simpson for pushing me to delve deeper into the world 
of art, and Mr. Myers for allowing me to discover a 
higher range of my voice that I didn’t know existed. 
Here’s to the rest of my life!

SYDNEY MEFFORD
    I would like to thank my parents 

for working so hard to make my 
brother and me as good as we are. 
For specific mentions, I would like 
to thank my mom, dad, Michael, 
and Gus for dealing with me when 
things were not looking so great. I 
would also like to thank my brother 
for always sticking by my side and 
for his help guiding my future. Also, 
I would like to thank my dad, who 
dedicates all of his time to make 
sure his family is provided for. 
Finally, my mom has been the greatest help of them all, 
always holding me accountable and helping me do my 
best everywhere I go. Also, I thank her for her constant 
support and for attending all of my extracurricular 
and sport activities. I appreciate all of the amazing 
times I have had at Urbana High School including all 
of the times that the teachers or coaches have helped 
me achieve. The couple of things that I will remember 
about my time at Urbana are being the first senior 
class to have a full year at the new high school, and I 
will always remember all of the friends I have made. 
I look forward to attending college at Bowling Green 
State University next fall.  I plan on majoring in criminal 
justice in hopes of making tomorrow a better place for 
the next generation. 

MAx MORGAN

Savannah is the daughter of Julia 
Niarchos.

SAVANNAH NIARCHOS
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My four years at UHS have 
brought many memories along 
with friendships that I never would 
have thought would bloom. For me, 
there was never a time I was not a 
student-athlete. I kept busy through 
my freshman to senior year with 
athletics, starting with football in 
the fall, moving to basketball in the 
winter, and finishing with a cool 
down lap at track in the spring. I 
have enjoyed building relationships 
with my classmates, teammates, 
coaches, and teachers that I forever will be thankful for. 
I want to thank my coaches for always pushing us to be 
better than we were the day before. To my head football 
and track coach, Coach Cotner, thank you for always 
keeping a positive attitude. I will always cherish the 
good and the bad that came with being a high school 
student in a small town like this. UHS has taught me to 
block out negativity and focus on what I, and only I, can 
control. I plan on attending college and pursuing my 
dreams as an entrepreneur. I want to thank my parents 
for pushing me to be the best me I can be, and my two 
older brothers, Alex and Sam, for always being there 
when I needed guidance. I, lastly, want to thank our 
English Department for setting us up to be successful 
when it comes to essential writing skills needed in the 
real world. 

MAxwELL ALLEN NISwONGER
My high school career at UHS 

has been an adventure that has 
strengthened my belief in hard 
work. My freshman year was a 
struggle that helped me realize 
that without the work you put into 
your future, you are not going to 
get far in life. My extra-curriculars 
throughout the years have included 
FFA, the PBIS Committee, the 
Sparky Kindness-Club, and 4-H 
during the summer months. Some 
of the highlights of my academics 
include going to state with the FFA Parliamentary 
Procedure team my freshman year, making the honor 
roll my junior and senior year, and other various school 
awards. Aside from academics, I have made several 
close friends, and I have become more of an extrovert 
than ever. This is blatantly shown in the lip-sync battles 
I have performed since my sophomore year, and that 
the vast majority of the student body has enjoyed and 
look forward to every year.  This, as well as the great 
friends I have made, is what I will remember the most. 
I will also remember taking Mr. Mays’s government 
class, as it furthered my love for debating about 
political issues and helped me learn more about how 
government works. My future plans include going to 
college for zoology and to work at the Columbus Zoo 
and Aquarium. I would like to thank my mom and dad 
for all of their support, as well as the custodians Mr. 
Reeves and Jazzy Jeff for everything, and all of my 
teachers for answering any questions I have had and 
being so kind, supportive, and helpful in my quest for 
academic excellence.

LOGAN PELFREY

My time at Urbana High School 
was an amazing time. I can’t lie; 
there were times when I just wanted 
to quit, but I did not. My family 
and some teachers pushed me to 
come to school and to work really 
hard so I could graduate. I would 
like to thank my mom, Miss E, 
Mr. Swain, Mr. Edwards, and Mrs. 
deNijs for not giving up on me 
and for showing me that I can be 
successful. Something I will  always 
remember from my time at UHS 
is talking and hanging out with my friends. This is the 
greatest memory ever because my friends kept me 
happy and kept me going each day. They would keep 
me on track and would lift me up if I was ever down. I 
would love to thank everybody that has helped me or 
who has tried to help me. Thank you, UHS!

ANTONIO PEREz-kOON



URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2019    23Supplement of the Urbana Daily Citizen

During my years at Urbana High 
School, I have been involved in 
soccer, swimming, softball, FFA, 
Freshman Focus Mentor, National 
Honor Society, and yearbook. I 
had the privilege of representing 
UHS as a delegate at Buckeye 
Girls State during the summer of 
2018, and I met the most amazing, 
unforgettable ladies who left a 
huge impact on my life. I am very 
grateful for the experience. I also 
had the opportunity to travel to 
Costa Rica with fellow students for nine days. Exploring 
Costa Rica opened my eyes to another culture: how they 
live, what they eat, and how some people make a living, 
among other things. I will never forget our hilarious 
tour guide Eddy who made this trip so fun, the mile 
long zipline over the Monteverde Rainforest, the hot 
springs right beside a volcano, and the arroz con pollo 
for dinner almost every night because I am a picky 
eater. I would like to thank the coaches and teachers 
who have had to put up with me and who helped 
shape me into the person I am today. I would also like 
to give a big thank you to my parents, sister, and my 
grandparents who have guided and supported me 
through my journey. My time at Urbana has slowly come 
to an end, but I cannot wait to see what the future holds 
for me at Urbana University where I will be continuing 
my academic and swimming career. I will be majoring 
in business administration with intent to become an 
event planner. I hope I will be able to give back to my 
supportive community as they have given to me. People 
really are not kidding when they say time flies by.

CADY PERRY
My years at Urbana High School 

have gone by quickly. From the fun 
I had at my first day as a freshman 
at band camp to long, hilarious bus 
rides on Friday nights for band, and 
early Saturday mornings for band 
events, the years have flown by. 
Band and musical and choir have 
been a major part of my high school 
career.  I would like to also thank all 
my teachers, coaches, staff, friends, 
family, and my dad Jim Petry for 
always pushing me to be better in 
the classroom, on the field, or in life. If it had not been 
for these people, I may not have been the person or 
the student that I am today. Throughout my high school 
career, I have participated in multiple activities. I have 
participated in marching band, choir, and musical for 
four years,  NHS for two years, and Kindness Club for 
one year. While participating in all of these activities, 
I have made numerous friendships and memories that 
will last a lifetime. They have truly prepared me for life 
after high school. During high school, I received several 
awards and taken many classes, but  two classes stand 
out above the rest. Those classes are art and English. I 
really enjoy art because there is never a dull moment 
with Mrs. Simpson. I am sad that I only got to take 
one art class because it is truly a great time in there.  
English is my other enjoyable class. I loved starting 
out my mornings with my fellow classmates, and there 
was never a dull moment. I would really like to thank 
Ms. Entsminger for being a great English teacher, and 
I will truly miss her class. Next year I will be attending 
a two-year college either studying early childhood or 
nursing. My time at Urbana High School has been great, 
but it is now time to go into the next chapter of my life. 
Finally, I would like to thank the Class of 2019 for all the 
memories and adventures. Congratulations!

kORTNEY PETRY
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President Reagan said, “We 
can’t help everyone, but everyone 
can help someone,” As my time at 
Urbana High school comes to an 
end, I begin to reflect back on this 
quote more each day. I have been 
involved with many activities here 
that will help prepare me more 
for my future goals and ambitions. 
I have been involved in NHS, 
choir, cheerleading, golf, student 
council, FFA, DECA, and many 
other activities. The time in high 
school really does fly by.  I never thought as a freshman 
that these four years would go just as fast as they 
did. I have made so many memories, whether it was 
cheering on different sports teams with  my friends or 
our infamous dance battles at prom and homecoming, 
I will cherish each one individually. Many of my 
friends, teachers, and mentors have helped me achieve 
success throughout my years in high school. I would 
like to say a special thank you to Aaron Pittsenbarger. 
As Mr. P. helped me understand difficult concepts in 
math, he has also been an amazing life coach, and I 
cannot thank him enough for being an outstanding 
teacher and person. I have also been influenced by 
many other teachers throughout the staff at UHS, that 
it is almost impossible to thank everyone. I would like 
to say thank you to my family for always allowing me 
to run from one extracurricular to the next. Without 
the constant support, I do not think all my activities in 
high school would have been possible. High school 
has been nothing but a whirlwind, but I cannot wait to 
take the experiences I have learned and go out into 
the world and help others.  As I get ready to leave this 
town, I plan on attending the University of Kentucky and 
study nursing, in hopes of helping many individuals 
for years to come. I plan to eventually become a nurse 
practitioner and specialize in pediatric oncology.

ALLY PIERCE

My time at Urbana City Schools is 
coming to a quick close, and though 
it was not easy getting to this point, 
I am sad to leave. I may not be the 
perfect student, but everyone has 
flaws. When I started high school, it 
was rough, but once I learned how 
things worked, it got a little easier. 
I have had mixed feelings about 
UHS and now that my time here is 
closing I am going to miss it, not 
just one little thing, all of it. I have 
created bonds with teachers that 
I hope last long after I graduate. I cannot forget those 
who have helped me on my journey. I want to thank 
Mrs. Ridge, Mrs. Moore, and Mrs. Leonard for helping 
me when I was struggling and helping me grow. I do 
not consider them as teachers, but as friends, and I 
hope one day I can repay them for all they have done 
to help me. I do not want to say good-bye to UHS, but I 
have to start the next chapter of my life, and I will take 
all the memories and lessons I have learned from here 
to guide me to my future.  

JACOB RATCLIFF

Caleb is the son of Andy and 
Carolyn Pine.

CALEB PINE

I would like to thank my mom 
and family for supporting me 
throughout my high school 
experience. In the future, I plan 
to play basketball for Sinclair. In 
school, I have made friends that 
turned into brothers that are closer 
than blood. I have many memories 
made that I will always remember 
and cherish as I get older to 
maximize my success route. 

JACOB QUESINBERRY
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My time at UHS was just as normal 
as any other high school. I woke up, 
went to school, did my work, and 
came home just to repeated it the 
next day. I have had friends come 
and go. I have felt like giving up 
in my lowest points in my life, but 
I just kept going anyways because 
I did not want to be a failure. 
Somehow I pushed myself to make 
it where I am now. I have grown a 
lot since my freshman year from 
being socially awkward and quiet 
to someone who is a little more open to new friends 
and conversations. I started playing tennis my junior 
year to give me something to do to stay active, and I 
grew to love the sport. As a senior, I wish I would have 
started playing my freshman year, but what is done is 
done, and I am at a point in my life where I am ready 
to graduate, go on to college, and study hard to be a 
successful computer scientist.

JACOB RAYNER
During my time at Urbana High 

School, I grew not only as a student 
but also as an individual. My time 
here has had its ups and downs. 
What never changed was my 
passion for football. Football kept 
me going through high school, 
and I will forever be grateful for 
it. My four years playing here 
been so bittersweet. Senior year 
put the icing on the cake, earning 
First Team All-Central Buckeye 
Conference and team Offensive 
Lineman of the Year. I managed to earn three varsity 
letters not only in football, but also in Track. Even 
though I am done playing in high school, I still have four 
more years to play the beautiful game I hold so close 
to my heart at Bluffton University while also earning a 
bachelor’s degree. I will always remember the many 
laughs shared with all my classmates, and I will forever 
be grateful for the unforgettable memories made 
here. To the ones who I will miss most, Mrs. Ridge, Mr. 
O’Kane, Mr. Cotner, Mrs. Leonard,  and Mrs. Miller, 
thank you for having an incredible impact on who I am. 
I cannot thank each and every one of you for all your 
passion and hard work toward making a lasting impact 
on students every day. 

NOAH ROBINSON

Dalton is the son of Cyndi 
Haimerl.

DALTON SExTON

First and foremost, I would like 
to give a big thank you to my 
FFA advisors for pushing me to 
become a better version of myself. 
FFA has played a huge part in my 
high school experience, and it 
gave me several opportunities for 
growth in the ag industry. After 
graduation, I plan to go to Clark 
State for Agricultural Business. 
While in college, I am starting 
up my own business to own, sell, 
and train horses. My hobbies 
include hunting, doing rodeo, and showing beef cattle. 
I would have to say that I would be a totally different 
person without agriculture. Urbana High School has 
been an amazing experience, and I am proud to be a 
Hillclimber. 

MCkENzIE RICHARDS
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The four years I have spent at 
Urbana High School have been 
the four most eventful years of my 
life. I have met people and have 
made memories that will last me 
a lifetime. I have grown so much, 
not only as a student, but also as a 
person. The lessons I have learned 
in the classroom pale in comparison 
to the lessons I learned as I went 
through the process of growing up. 
I can not thank the staff and student 
body enough for giving me such 
a memorable four years of my life. I would not have 
wanted to spend it with any other group of people.

PRESTON SHIELDS
Teachers have been calling us 

the Class of 2019 for so long, and 
now that 2019 is actually here, it 
feels like it came too soon. When I 
first came to Urbana High School, I 
will admit that I did not think much 
of it. However, as time went on, the 
various experiences that I have had, 
both with my friends and teachers, 
completely changed my outlook 
on Urbana. There are too many 
teachers to thank so I would like 
to broadly thank all of the teachers 
whom I have  had the honor of working with. Each of 
you pushed me to be something greater and overcome 
any obstacles that I may have faced. During my years 
at Urbana, I was only able to involve myself in Urbana’s 
swim team, under Coach Menchhofer and Coach 
Thomas, my senior year. Between the two of them, I do 
not think I have ever been pushed so hard, and I would 
like to thank them for the tough time that they both gave 
me. I also would like to thank Mr. Pittsenbarger for his 
faith in me in precalculus and calculus; I doubt I could 
have made it under any other teacher. I am proud to 
say that I have made honor roll throughout high school. 
After high school, I intend on serving in the United 
States Marines and furthering my education. 

CALEB SMITH

Throughout my time at Urbana 
High School, I have learned 
many things that I will value for 
the rest of my life. Much of what 
I learned was not only taught 
inside the classroom, but from my 
experiences and relationships with 
others. My stretch at UHS taught 
me that adversity brings strength 
and that one must experience the 
lowest valleys to truly appreciate 
the highest peaks of life. While at 
UHS, I have also built countless 
relationships with coaches, teachers, and students, 
and I will always hold those who were there for me 
close. Through all four years at Urbana High School, I 
was a dedicated player on the baseball program and 
received awards such as Most Improved Player, Athlete 
of the Month, and more. I want to thank Coach Petty, 
along with the rest of the high school baseball staff and 
team, for pushing me to be the best player, leader, and 
individual possible. After graduation, I plan to attend 
college and obtain a business degree to run a business 
of my own. None of my aspirations would be possible 
without the support of my friends and loved ones. I 
would like to especially thank my mother for being the 
most loving and caring person imaginable, my father 
for encouraging me to accomplish all my goals, and my 
girlfriend for being my motivation. I will never be able 
to truly express my gratitude for all of you. Finally, I 
want to thank all of UHS for creating an experience I will 
never forget. Go Climbers!

GABE SPIERS

As my time at Urbana High School 
is coming to an end, I look back at 
my time here. I have taken most 
of the art related classes, along 
with the computer-related classes. 
My favorite class would have 
to be art class, with my favorite 
teacher being Mrs. Simpson. I 
will remember my friends, both 
old and new. I hope to keep those 
connections moving forward. In the 
future, I would like to be involved 
with some type of computer design 
field. I would like to thank the teachers and classmates 
that helped me through my years in school, my friends, 
and my family.

ALLEN SHULER
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If I was asked to describe my 
time at UHS in one word, that word 
would be hectic. My high school 
years have encompassed my first 
college classes, moving school 
buildings, learning how to drive, 
and so much more. Despite how 
busy my high school career has 
been, I can say one thing about it 
for certain; I am happy with what I 
have accomplished. I have grown 
as a scholar, as a person, and as 
a friend, and I would not be the 
person I am today without the people at UHS who have 
helped me. I would like to thank the teachers whose 
passion kept me interested in their subjects, I would 
like to thank those who were always willing to take the 
extra time to help me understand, and I would like to 
thank my family who was there to encourage me and 
support me in all of my endeavors, both scholastic and 
extra-curricular. I swam for all four years of high school, 
and Coach M, you have changed my life. I also marched 
alongside some of the finest people that I have ever 
had the privilege of knowing; to you, I say thank you. 
I spent time as a freshman focus mentor and an NHS 
scholar; to those who I met and worked with through 
these programs, thank you for allowing me to lead. 
As I graduate and move on to Kent State University in 
the fall, I will be leaving UHS behind, but I will never 
leave the memories I have made and the person I have 
become. 

SUTTON STOUFFER
Being a Hillclimber is something 

I will always be proud of. I 
am thankful to have the most 
supportive family by my side 
through everything. My parents 
and grandparents have always 
pushed me to be my best self and 
supported me. My siblings have 
given me a reason to wake up 
every morning-- knowing four 
little people are always looking 
up to me.  I have learned a lot 
throughout my four years of high 
school, lessons that will stay with me forever. I have 
grown and built friendships that make me a better 
person. Most importantly, I send a big thanks to my 
coaches, Coach Cotner, Coach Jackson, Coach Swain, 
and Coach Michael, for believing in me and giving 
me the guidance to pursue my passion as a personal 
trainer. Another big thanks to Mrs. Moore and Jazzy Jeff 
for spreading positivity and kindness every single day. 
For the most part, I enjoyed my high school experience 
and a big part of me will miss it, but I am ready to start 
the next chapter of my life. Starting in the Castle then 
moving to the new school will be an important part of 
history for Urbana that I got to experience and that I am 
proud to be a part of. 

CIERRA STURGELL

During my high school career, 
I have made a lot of friends. I 
consider some of them my closest 
friends because of how well we 
get along. Urbana High School has 
had its highs and lows.  My favorite 
thing about my time here was 
being around my closest friends, 
Zack Collins, Jake Chambers, 
and Andrew Basham. Some of my 
favorite memories being here were 
being in my English and math 
classes because we always found 
a way to have fun and learn at the same time. I will 
forever hold these memories and cherish them. I would 
like to thank all my teachers, family and friends for 
getting me to this point right now. Thank you!   

SkYLAR TARR

Shawn is the son of Jessica 
Thomas.

SHAwN STUMP



28    URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2019 Supplement of the Urbana Daily Citizen

I will never forget my four years 
at Urbana High School. I remember 
my first day of freshman year like it 
happened yesterday. I remember 
getting on the bus thinking about 
how that was the first day of a long 
four years, and now looking back, 
it was faster than I ever expected. 
Even though it has flown by, I 
have managed to do a lot in my 
time here. I have participated in 
things such as golf, basketball, 
baseball, Freshman Focus, and 
DECA, winning various awards. Also, my participation 
in these sports and activities has created lifelong 
friendships and many amazing memories that I will 
cherish forever. My first thank you goes to Coach Dixon 
and my basketball teammates for all the unforgettable 
memories we have made together. Also, I would like 
to thank all the UHS staff that I have gotten to know 
over the years, in and out of the classroom, for all their 
constant support and encouragement. My biggest thank 
you goes to my parents and sister for always supporting 
me and pushing me to be the best person I can be day 
in and day out. That being said, I plan on continuing my 
academic and basketball career at Otterbein University. 
I look forward to my future, but I’ll never forget how I 
got there. Once a Hillclimber, always a Hillclimber. 

REID TAYLOR
No one ever said that high school 

would be easy. High school was 
the most fun time of my life, and 
it went by in a blink of an eye. My 
memories at Urbana High School, 
good or bad, will stay with me 
forever. I have had many teachers 
in my years at Urbana High School, 
and the teachers that stood out 
were Jennifer Entsminger, Jessie 
Edwards, Jeanette Gretzinger, 
Ashley Cook, Ryan Swain, and, 
finally, the teacher that I looked 
up to in life, Daniel O’Kane. These teachers made me 
want to go to school everyday because they made 
class so enjoyable and taught me everything I need 
to know going into the real world. I also want to thank 
my mom, dad, and the rest of my family and friends 
for always encouraging me to do my best and have my 
voice heard. Throughout my four years of high school, 
I participated in bowling and DECA. My freshman 
year I was part of the state winning bowling team. As a 
sophomore, I won both an individual and team district 
title. Our team won CBC and made it to state three 
out of my four years. I was First Team All League my 
sophomore and junior year, and I was Second Team 
All League my senior year. In DECA I made it to the 
state conference both years that I competed.  None of 
this would have been possible without the help of Mr. 
O’Kane for being a role model for DECA and Coach 
Phil Baker and Coach Richard Oakes. I plan to attend 
Urbana University where I will also bowl for the Urbana 
Blue Knights.  

ANDRU TROYER

My time at Urbana High School 
has been one of learning, fun, 
and development. I will never 
forget many of the memories I 
made during my tenure at Urbana. 
Playing in the first LTBA game, 
getting butyric acid on my clothes, 
and, of course, spending time 
with the soccer and tennis teams 
are memories I will never forget. I 
thank all of my teachers for helping 
me to the best of their abilities; I 
know I was not the most outgoing 
person, but I appreciate all you have done for me. I 
thank everybody who has been at my side during these 
four years, either as a friend or a teammate, and I wish 
all of you the absolute best of luck. I would also like to 
specifically thank the soccer team and coaches, Dylan 
Walker, Zach Stacy, and Mklaine Eggleston, for helping 
me grow in a sport I will forever love. I am proud of 
my accolades on and off the field and grateful for the 
opportunities I was given. Lastly, I want to thank my 
parents and all of the wonderful people I have in my 
life; I would not be the person I am today without you. In 
the upcoming years, I plan to attend college and major 
in computer engineering. I am extremely excited for 
this next part of my life, and I will forever hold Urbana 
High School to a high standard in my memory. 

MICHAEL TRUDO
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As graduation is around the 
corner, and senior year is coming to 
an end, I could not be more excited.  
High school has been great.  I have 
become close with my classmates, 
joined cheerleading and track, and 
made many wonderful memories. 
Cheerleading was my sport, 
and I absolutely loved it. During 
my freshman and senior year, 
the Urbana cheerleading team 
qualified for state, finishing top ten. 
I will cherish memories like those 
forever. Although learning and going to high school 
is not my absolute favorite thing to do everyday, it has 
made me the person I am today. From my peers to my 
teachers and coaches, I have gained so many strong 
relationships along with many lessons that I will carry 
with me for the rest of my life. High school is such an 
important time in your life because you start to realize 
who you really are and where you want to continue the 
rest of your life. High school has helped me accomplish 
great things, and I look forward to continuing my 
education in college and joining the medical field. I 
would like to specifically thank my parents, Joel and 
Debbie Johnson, for helping me become the person I 
am today, for encouraging me to do great things, and 
for being the best role models they could be. I would 
also like to thank my cheer coaches Holly McGuire and 
Jenny Payne for pushing me to do my best in every 
situation. I will forever be an Urbana Hillclimber. Thank 
you, Urbana High School.

JACOB UPCHURCH
The faithful trip “down the hill” 

seemed so far away as I walked 
into South Elementary to begin 
kindergarten. Now, graduation day 
is right around the corner. As my 
final days at Urbana High School 
comes to a close, I recognize the 
profound impact these four years 
have had on me. A man named 
Dan O’Kane dragged me into a 
business program named DECA. 
This program has given me a 
chance to realize the gifts I possess 
and exactly what I am capable of. The teachers at UHS 
have dedicated time, energy, and wisdom into all 
the students daily. They all have demonstrated a true 
caring personalities.  The lifetime friends that I have 
made throughout my high school career are ones that I 
will cherish forever. Though academics are important, 
UHS realized having fun is important too. The classes 
that were filled with laughs, the hallway conversations 
that went too long, and the trips to numerous places 
made my high school career fun! I would like to give 
special thanks to my school counselor, Mrs. Leonard 
who consistently cared about my high school success. 
My family always made sure school was a priority and 
helped  me understand the importance of knowledge. I 
would like to say to all my fellow classmates, that your 
perspective can either be your prison or your power. 
You choose. I hope you win in everything you do. I will 
forever be thankful for all of my days spent at Urbana 
High School. 

CHRISTIAN wALTON

Briana is the daughter of Missy 
Ussher.

BRIANA USSHER
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Urbana is a high school, and in 
this high school I have done many 
things. I played soccer for the first 
two years and that was hard. I also 
participated in marching band all 
four years. Urbana is also the place 
where I made good friends who I 
hope to stay in touch with for a very 
long time. Now I am putting all that 
behind me and I am going to start 
college at The Ohio State University. 
I had fun.

MICHAEL wHITE
My four years at Urbana High 

School have gone by quickly. 
High school has been filled with 
plenty of good memories, highs, 
and lows. I would like to thank 
my mom for all the support she 
has given me. She has pushed me 
these past four years in sports, 
making sure I make it to school and 
academics. A special thanks to the 
memories made with all my friends. 
These past four years were made 
easier with laughs and hanging 
with friends. I wish the best to all my senior class and 
hope the future is good for everybody. I plan to attend 
Sinclair Community College after high school. My plans 
are to be an entrepreneur in a passion that comes to 
me that I choose to pursue. Also a special thanks to any 
coach who truly tried to mold me into the person I am 
today. Good luck to the Class of 2019.

DOMINICk wILLIAMS
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Congratulations 
& Goo d Luck 
Graduates! 

Sheriff Matthew R. Melvin
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It is odd to think about the 
concept of leaving high school. 
For the past four years, I have 
practically lived at the high school 
- new and old - because of having 
a teacher for a mother and being 
constantly involved. One of my 
favorite school activities was 
marching band, which definitely 
kept me around the schools at all 
hours. I loved being in the old 
band room, where I took naps 
in the loft/shelf area (and pretty 
much wherever I could), finding new areas to sit and 
work around the room and playing my trumpet. The 
old band room was very much a second home for 
me, which made the transition into the new school 
that much harder--so much so that this past year does 
nott even feel real, but part of that might because 
graduation is rapidly creeping up. Even though things 
will be different, I am really excited for college. I plan 
on studying psychology, which is something that I am 
really excited to learn about. I am going to miss being 
familiar with everything and everyone. I will also miss 
all of the activities that I am in, like Ohio Model United 
Nations, golf, and musical. However, I am excited to 
get involved in new things that I have not previously 
had the opportunity to try. I know that this is typical, 
but I would like to thank my parents for their support, 
my friends for their understanding and laughs, and my 
sister for keeping me sane and driving me crazy all at 
once. 

SAM zAB0ROwSkI

TRIBUTES NOT SUBMITTED
Nicholas Agerter
Benjamin Bauer

Evan Botkin
McKenzie Cobaugh

Ethan Edwards
Sarah Hall

Leah Holbrook
Brennan King Smathers

Blaine Lewis
Alexandra Massie

Tyler Placke
Joshua Vandergriff
Baileigh Walters
Danean Willson
Nathan Wright
Kobie Zachrich



Congratulations Class of 2016! 
Best wishes on your future choice of endeavors. 
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