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Mayor’s Welcome
Join us the first weekend of October, as we welcome balloonists
back to “The Heart of Champaign County”! You will be hypnotized
by their charm and beauty as the balloons float gracefully across the
skyline. A great event for the entire family – see you at Grimes Field!”

– Bill Bean, Mayor, Urbana, Ohio

Welcome from the Balloon Festival Committee
On behalf of the City
of Urbana, Grimes Field
Municipal Airport, The
Balloon Festival Committee, and all those who
make this event possible,
Welcome to the “2018
Champaign County Balloon Festival - A Hot Air
Affair”. Please help us
thank all the pilots who
have come to Urbana to be

a part of this event. We
are grateful to our first
responders and law enforcement officials for their
support and help in making
this a fun and safe event.
Visit the Grimes Flying
Lab and the Champaign
Aviation Museum and the
B-25 on display. Check
out the vendors and food
trucks, enjoy the beverages

from the beer garden, and
enter the pizza or hot wings
eating contest. Childrens
activities are included and
guarantee a fun evening for
the whole family. Whether
you are attending a balloon
festival for the first time, or
a seasoned veteran, prepare yourself for a kaleidoscope of color, sound and
excitement!

– Elton Cultice, Event Chairman

Balloon Festival Committee
Elton Cultice - Event Chairman/Airport Manager
Kim Wilson - Assistant Balloonmeister
Audra Bean – Sponsorship Chair
Lois Monroe - Childrens Activities Chair
Susie Hamel-Koennecke – Treasurer

Vince Gonzalez - Marketing Co-Chair
Tim Grissom – Pilot Liaison
Sandy Gonzalez - Marketing Co-Chair
Mary Collier – Vendor Chair
Dottie Landis - Marketing/ Social Media Chair

The Grimes Field Foundation
The “Champaign County Balloon Festival
– A Hot Air Affair” is an event of the
“Grimes Field Foundation”, a non-profit
organization dedicated to preserving the
rich history of the Grimes Field Municipal
Airport, and educating the public about

Aviation. All funds raised by the Champaign County Balloon festival are used to
sponsor the Balloon festival, and any excess funds are used to improve next year’s
event. The “Champaign County Balloon
Festival” is a non-competitive event.
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Admission | Adults $2 | Children $1

Frid

ay

Oct. 5th

4:00

urday

Sat

Oct. 6t

Gates Open
Music Begins
Beer Garden Opens
Food Trucks Open
Champaign Aviation
Museum Opens

Gates Open
Music Begins
Beer Garden Opens
Food Trucks Open
Champaign Aviation
Museum Opens

4:00 - 6:00

4:00 - 6:00

Face Painting

5:00 - 9:00

Face Painting

5:00 - 9:00

Flying Lab Opens

Flying Lab Opens

5:30

5:30

Balloons Prepare to Launch

6:00

h

4:00

Balloons Prepare to Launch

5:30 - 8:00

Balloon Launch

“The Bull” Remote Radio

7:00

6:00

Marco’s Pizza Eating Contest

7:30 - 8:30

Balloon Launch

7:00

Balloon Glow

Fricker’s Wings Eating Contest

The weather is critical for our schedule,
all times are approximate. We will strive
to be as “on time” as possible.

7:30 - 8:30
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Balloon Glow

Airport Rules
& Restrictions
• No coolers
• No smoking anywhere on the field
• No carry-in cans or glass
• No carry-in alcohol
• No pets (service animals ok)
• No weapons or firearms
• No tents or awnings
• No cooking equipment

Pizza and Wings
Eating Contest

On Friday and Saturday evenings
at 7:00 pm., don't miss the chance to
win $25.00 in the pizza and wings eating
contests. Marco's Pizza is sponsoring
the pizza eating contest on Friday evening and Fricker's Restaurant is sponsoring the wings eating contest on Saturday
evening.
Registration for the free contest
will be held from 4-5 p.m. at the
Welcome/Information Tent at Grimes
Field. Registration is open to those
15 and older. Contestants under the age
of 18 must have parental consent and be
accompanied by a parent. Registration
is limited, so don't miss your chance
to win $25.00!

Viewing Tips
• Bring a light jacket or sweater – once the
sun goes down it could get cool.
• Bring appropriate eye protection, the balloons will be to your west, the sun will also
be to your west.
• Bring a flashlight if you have trouble seeing at night, once the glows are over the
Airfield gets very dark.
• Choose a place to meet in case you get
separated from young children.
• In case of emergency, the fastest way
to contact Emergency Services, even
when they are here on the field, is still
by calling 911, dispatch will then radio
them immediately.
• Balloon area is ‘Off Limits’ during set-up, inflation and launch. Once set up for the glow,
you will be permitted to move among the
balloons and talk to the pilots and crews.

Photo Tips

Some thoughts on getting the best photographs
Composing Images
Glow Tips
• Avoid placing your subject in the
center of your frame
• Use the Rule of Thirds
• Decide if the image looks better
horizontal or vertical
• Find a foreground element to provide
depth and dimension
• Look for unique patterns in the balloons as they fly/inflate
• If possible, frame a flying balloon with
another balloon still on the ground

• Use a tungsten white balance to keep the
colors as close to reality as possible
• Use a tripod of monopod for the sharpest
possible imagery
• Try different shutter speeds of 1 second and
faster to minimize balloon movement
• Try to catch all the balloons lit up at the
same time so they will all be visible in your
photo
Want More Tips – check out the Canon Digital
Learning Center at usa.canon.com/balloons
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Join us at the
Balloon Festival

OH-70078304

Serving Champaign County for 126 years with
friendly, personalized and professional service

Number Ten Monument Square and 618 Scioto Street
Urbana, OH 43078
937-653-1600
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OH-70078469
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Balloons and the Weather

Balloons are extremely sensitive to weather. Pilots usually
fly only under ideal conditions,
generally launching during the
two hours after sunrise and
the two hours before sunset
when there is the least amount
of wind. Wind effects every
phase of a flight and most flight
cancellations are due to wind.
Balloons fly best in stable winds
of 4 to 6 mph, with a maximum
of 8 to 10 mph. Winds over 10
mph on the ground and over 20

mph at higher altitudes make it
difficult and dangerous to fill, fly
and land a balloon.
The balloon envelope is like
a big sail, and the balloon can
roll around violently while it is
being filled with air. High winds
during a flight – winds aloft –
can take the balloon into areas
where it is unsafe to fly or land.
A balloon landing in high wind
is like stopping up to 10 tons of
weight. The basket will skip and
bound along the ground which

can injure passengers.
Safety is always the top
priority. Although it is disappointing for fans as well as the
balloonists, balloon activities
will be cancelled if conditions
are not safe for everyone.
Before a scheduled launch,
the ‘balloonmeister’ of the event
reviews the weather forecasts
and releases a regular balloon
filled with helium into the air
to judge how the wind affects it
(speed, direction, etc).

OH-70078308

Collision Center
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299 Downs Ave., Urbana, OH 43078
[P] 937.652.3880 [F] 937.652.3874
www.wreck-a-mendedllc.com
Email: wreck-a-mended@ctcn.net

Hot Air Balloon Basics

Hot air balloons work on the principle that hot air rises,
as it is lighter and has less mass per volume than cool air.
Hot air balloons consist of three main parts:

The Envelope

This is the balloon itself, which holds the
air. Envelopes come in many shapes and sizes.
Typically the main part of the envelope, the lower
two-thirds, is made of a tightly woven material,
similar to what parachutes are made of, and that is
coated to make it air tight and durable.
The bottom, or skirt of the envelope - the
part nearest the burner, is made of flame resistant
material, called Nomex.
The top third of the envelope is made of a
material called Hyperlast. It has a nylon base that
is woven from a heavier yarn to make it extremely
strong.

The Burner

The “engine” of the hot air balloon, the burner
propels heat up inside the envelope, giving it lift.
Burners use propane to heat the air. The
propane is highly compressed in cylinders and

flows to
the burner in
liquid form when the
pilot switches on the burner. The propane is ignited
by a pilot light. The flame heats
metal in the surrounding tubing
and the tubing heats the propane
flowing through it. In this process,
the propane changes from a liquid
to gas before it is ignited, creating
a more powerful flame.

The Basket

The basket carries the pilot, passengers and the propane gas cylinders.
Baskets come in a variety of shapes and sizes and
most are woven from Kooboo and Palambang
cane, which is extremely sturdy and flexible and
relatively lightweight.

OH-70078311

Join us for breakfast, lunch & dinner
...and don’t forget the pies!

1636 N. Main St. l Urbana, OH l 937-652-2010
Tues-Sat 7am-7:30pm l Sun 8am-2:30pm
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Bundy Baking Solutions
American Pan | Chicago Metallic | DuraShield | Pan Glo | RTB | Shaffer

Proud Sponsor of the
Champaign County Balloon Fest!
What We Do: Our six brands provide
industrial baking pans, mixers, and
pan coatings to bakeries and food
service providers worldwide.

We’re on Facebook: Follow Bundy
Baking Solutions for company updates
and exciting upcoming events!

OH-70078468

Local Employment: Contact us about
career opportunities. We proudly hire
and support veterans.

bundybakingsolutions.com/careers | 937.652.2151
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Biographies

Trent Bishop
Trent
has been
flying
balloons
commercially since
1994. His
favorite part of being a

pilot is being a part of
someone’s first balloon
flight or helping them fill
their bucket list. He also
enjoys teaching new pilots when he can to help
expand this great sport
of Ballooning!

Dean Clodfelder
Originally from Cincinnati, Dean
Clodfelder moved to

Marysville to build fun product at
Honda R & D. I enjoy unique hobbies
such as building and flying remote
control airplanes, playing hand bells
at church and flying hot air balloons.
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Biographies

Jim Cusick
Jim Cusick (Marysville)
“joined” his father’s
balloon crew at about
age 4. He learned well,

as his father, Rick Cusick, was the 2005
Ohio Challenge champion. Now a third
generation, Jim’s 5-month-old son, has
joined the flying team.

Rick Cusick
Richard
(Rick)
Cusick
of Lima,
Ohio,
has been
piloting hot
air balloons for 32 years
and has accumulated
many hours.
The balloon he now
pilots is the one in which
his daughter accepted
her marriage proposal.
Rick has flown all
over the United States,
and in Canada, and enjoys working on wooden
boats in his spare time.
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Biographies

Mike Gliatti
Mike
became
hooked
on ballooning
after his wife
purchased him
a flight (anniversary gift)
in 2004. Afterwards, he
never stopped. In 2007,
his passion for ballooning
took over, and he left
his job as a Director of
Finance/Operations at a
Fortune 500 healthcare
company to be a professional balloonist, full time.
Making a lot less money
but much happier, Mike

is now a co-owner and
General Manager of Bella
Balloons. Mike is also a
FAA Commercial Pilot
and Instructor.
“I think I have the
best job in the world. In
fact, I know I do. I get
to share ballooning and
educate great people
about hot air balloons over
Southwest Ohio, which
is where I grew up. I’m
very proud that the Bella
Balloons Team treats our
passengers and guests just
like family. I also like
that we are different. We
aren’t interested in being

the biggest “whatever”.
Instead, we strive to be
the best, delivering a safe,
high quality, fun, elegant
experience every flight.
Did I mention fun???
Please let us help make
your birthday, graduation,
engagement, or special
celebration a lasting
memory.”

T im Grissom
Tim Grissom also
known as ‘Caveman’ is chief pilot
for the Ohio Caverns
Balloon. Tim finished
his commercial training
in August 2010. He has
worked for the Ohio Caverns most of
his life, hence the nickname.
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Biographies

Dan Steely
Dan got into ballooning after
crewing for over 10 years. He
has crewed at two U.S. National
Hot Air Ballooning championships and one World Championship held in Austria in 2008. He
started learning to fly in 2007, receiving his private pilot’s certificate in 2010.

Ron Terranova
Ron Terranova is
an FAA
Commercial Pilot
and Instructor for hot air
balloons. Ron is a Dad,
Husband, Architect,
Pilot, Hot-Rodder, and
a regular attendee/competitor at many regional
ballooning events.
“How I got into ballooning? One summer
night in 1984 my wife
and I saw a balloon out
flying and we helped
14 Balloon Fest 2018

pack it up. From that
time, but Mother Nature
day forward, I have
makes each and every
always been involved
flight unique.”
in ballooning. First as
ground crew, then in
1992 I trained and received my pilot’s license.
Why do I keep flying? I love cruising
the treetops, flying to
thousands of feet above
the ground and all the
points in between.
I enjoy showing this
sport of ballooning to
new people. I find it
interesting that we fly
in the same area all the

Need help
managing
your meds?
• We have safe and convenient
monthly medication bundle
packaging that can help you
with your daily medication
routine!
• Medication packaging can
help you remember when to
take your medications, and
can provide you peace of mind that you’re receiving the right dose
at the right time.
• Stop in The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy and learn more about our
medication bundling services today!

Bryan C. Thompson

OH-70078470

821 Scioto St. | Urbana, OH 43078
Hours: M-F 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sat 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

(937) 653-3914 | Fax: (937) 653-5894
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See Dave Kehl Chevrolet
for details.

38 E. Sandusky Street
Mechanicsburg OH 43044 US
(937) 834-2454
Sales (877) 571-6781
Service (877) 240-4120
http://www.davekehlchevrolet.com/
OH-70079043

Dave Kehl Chevrolet
is your trusted
family owned
Chevrolet Dealer
serving central
Ohio for over 35
years. With a large
inventory of new
and pre-owned
vehicles we are
certain we can help
you find the vehicle
you are looking
for. We are Ohio’s
leading Silverado
dealer with the
largest selection
around. Our highly
knowledgeable
and supremely
friendly staff will
help you work
through all aspects
of any model that
is of interest to
you, so you will feel
completely, 100%
informed when it
comes times to
make a decision.

