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addition, the tour committee of 24 have 
worked since January to ensure a success-
ful weekend. We are blessed to have such 
a great committee and supportive commu-
nity - we applaud their efforts and offer a 
sincere thank you.

Pre-sale tickets are available at local 
banks, and retailers and a complete list 
is available on the web site www.ccpaur-
banaohio.com Pre-sale tickets are $12 and 
tickets tour weekend will be $15 and may 
be purchased at the Welcome Tent located 
at the old Jr. High School, 370 E. Main 
St., St. Paris. Free parking and a com-
plimentary shuttle service is available. If 
using a pre- sale ticket, you may begin the 
tour at any site location where your ticket 
will be exchanged for the ticket booklet.

Craft demonstrations and sales, enter-
tainment and buildings of various styles, 
sizes and periods make for an interesting 
tour - don’t miss it!

Submitted story

Great things come in small packages 
and this eclectic tiny-house is a whop-
per. A charming family home with 840 
square feet of living space sitting on 
a 1.75 acre plot. This house preserves 
the past through the reuse of architec-
tural material — it sits on the founda-
tion of an antique barn, features brick 
from the original home, and ironwork 
from the County’s University.

This cozy home was built in 1997 
as a workshop behind a historic, but 
ram-shackled home that the owners 
dismantled (the material was reused 
elsewhere). Starting with a 440 

square foot shell the owners installed 
insulation, drywall, flooring and 
tongue-in-groove ceilings themselves. 
They also added the wooden shake 
roof. When they moved in the home 

had no kitchen, only a stove, refrigera-
tor and one cabinet.

The interior features a wall com-
posed of bricks from the original 
home’s chimney and the staircase was 
once a fire escape from Bailey Hall on 
Urbana University’s campus.

In 2010 they hired an architect to 
design the addition which doubled 
the home’s size and added a bedroom 
and mudroom. In 2006 the house was 
featured on the Home and Garden TV 
show “Look What I Did.”

The property was originally owned 
by D.W. White, later by the Riker, 
Richards, Barley and Pyle families. 
The plot once consisted of a two-sto-
ry, side gabled, five room house in an 

“I” configuration of the Folk National 
style, a workshop and a barn. An “I” 
configured house is one room wide 
with two rooms and a hall on the first 
floor and two rooms and a landing 
on the second floor. From 1922 until 
1979 the Walter W. Howard family 
lived at the address.

The Champaign County Preserva-
tion Alliance appreciates the owners’ 
willingness to have their home on the 
2018 tour. They had their “new” old 
house “Palace Grove Place” as a home 
undergoing restoration on last year’s 
Historic Home and Garden tour.

Welcome to the 26th CCPA Historic Home and Garden Tour

Sandy Gonzalez is CCPA Tour event chairperson.

By Sandy Gonzalez

The Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance (CCPA) is looking forward to the 
26th Annual Historic Home and Garden 
Tour, and is excited to be visiting the 
Village of St. Paris. The tour will be held 
June 23 and 24 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
the village.

St. Paris was founded in 1832 on the 
“Ocean to Ocean Turnpike” which actu-
ally ran from Columbus to Indianapolis. 
It grew into a manufacturing and agricul-
tural center and remains so today. Home 
to 2,000 citizens, St. Paris is a wonder-
ful place to visit and an ideal place to 
call home. We are excited to showcase 
the lovely homes, gardens, churches, 
museum, chapel, and library in St. Paris 
and we look forward to a weekend full of 
activities.

Visitors will experience a showcase of 
assorted styles, sizes and architectural 
features throughout the homes. Included 

will be the “Kiser Mansion” (a magnifi-
cent three-story, 16-room house built in 
1913 in the Neo-Classical style); a home 
repurposed as a bed and breakfast; a 
home featured on the Home and Garden 
TV show “Look What I Did”; a home that 
is distinguished as having the first “motor 
shed”; the first dedicated funeral home 
and the first three-story home built in St. 
Paris. In addition, a former freight depot 
now housing the Pony Wagon Museum, 
will display an assortment of miniature 
pony-drawn carts, carriages and wagons. 
Saint Paris was once the world wide 
center of manufacture of these delightful 
vehicles. The St. Paris United Method-
ist Church and the Covenant Lutheran 
churches will offer tours and refresh-
ments, and the St. Paris Library will offer 
special programs for the weekend. Don’t 
miss the Evergreen Cemetery Chapel - 
which is one of three remaining wooden 
cemetery chapels left in Ohio. It was 
also the recipient of a CCPA grant which 
helped support the restoration of the 

chapel. Enjoy the private garden, visit the 
shops in the downtown, and experience 
small town living at its best!

The Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance was created to encourage historic 
preservation and creative reuse of exist-
ing structures in Champaign County. The 
tour demonstrates the feasibility of restor-
ing the older structures to the needs of 
today’s families and businesses without 
destroying the integrity of the building. 
The monies raised are returned directly 
to the Champaign County community 
through the matching grant program for 
residences and businesses. We believe 
that historic preservation and creative 
reuse of existing residential business 
structures strengthen our neighborhoods, 
businesses, and community.

The Tour is truly a community event. 
It will require 292 volunteers to man the 
homes and garden for the weekend. The 
public sites, i.e., the library, museum, cha-
pel and churches will also rely on volun-
teers to help with their special events. In 

140 South High Street - Bacher Home

Workshop turned into cozy home

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.
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ors and oil paintings. Of local note are 
two drawings by Champaign County Art-
ist Mike Major in the dining room.

Another feature of this home is how 
it embraces outdoor living. There are 

patios in the front and back of the house, 
and the property is tastefully landscaped.

Maple Drive is part of the George 
Estates Subdivision of St. Paris - which 
is one of the newest developments in the 

town. It demonstrates that preservation 
and renovation benefit homes of all ages.

Submitted story

We hope you will enjoy this 48-year-old, 
six-room ranch home that epitomizes sub-
urban residential design style of the late 
1960s and early 1970s. The single-level 
floor plan with attached garage presents 
a compact horizontal design feel much 
sought in that era and today. The home’s 
architectural lines are accentuated by the 
board and batten siding and thoughtful 
foundation plantings with patios in the 
front and back.

This three-bedroom ranch was built 
by the Rural Home Construction Cor-
poration around 1970. Three families 
have lived in the home. The first owner 
was Maurice Kaufmann. In 1991 the 
home was purchased by Douglas and Ida 
Bubeck, and the current owner, who is 
the Mayor of St. Paris, acquired the home 
in 2017.

The home was designed in an era 
where walls defined each space and each 
room had a dedicated purpose. Today, 
people prefer a more open concept for liv-
ing. This home is an excellent example of 
how a formerly cut-up “stock house” can 
be remade into a bright and open family 
home.

The home has been fully remodeled 
with new flooring and paint throughout, 
an open kitchen, and re-imagined family 
room. The owner has tastefully deco-
rated the home with original artworks 
from across the country. The collection 
includes pen and ink drawings, watercol-

Ranch home embraces outdoor living

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

202 Maple Drive - Cook Home
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Submitted story

This frame “Folk Victorian” structure 
was built in 1905 as a funeral chapel and is 
one of three remaining wooden cemetery 
chapels left in Ohio. Its architectural fea-
tures include the original sawn wooden 
brackets, spindle work trim at the apex of 
the gables, and turned wood porch posts.

Folk Victorian is a term used to describe 
a style of building built between 1860 
and 1910 that displays some architectural 
embellishments found on one of the many 
types of Victorian houses. Most Folk Vic-
torian structures are well-built plain frame 
structures to which are added spindle work 
and porches. The Evergreen Chapel is an 
outstanding example of this vernacular 
style.

For its first 30 years the building was 
used as a chapel. The larger of its two 
rooms was a sanctuary in which to conduct 
a funeral service. The back room was a 

kitchen where refreshments could be pre-
pared. Later, when it became fashionable 

to conduct funeral services in funeral par-
lors, it was converted into a guest cottage 

where people visiting for a funeral could 
stay overnight.

Around 1955 it became the home of the 
cemetery caretaker. And by 1970 the build-
ing became a storage shed. All buildings 
have lives and by 1998 the structure was 
in very poor condition and the cemetery 
trustees had plans to tear it down.

In 1999, the Chapel was featured on the 
CCPA Home and Garden tour as a build-
ing in jeopardy. The CCPA contributed 
funds raised by the tour for the chapel’s 
restoration, as did several citizens and 
businesses in the village. Through the dedi-
cated work and labor of Cemetery Trustee 
Don Scott, the building was saved and 
restored. Community members donated 
pews, an organ, and other furnishings for 
the building. It was rededicated in 2002.

The Chapel now serves its original 
purpose. It is a remarkable survivor, and 
shows how events like this Home and 
Garden Tour help preserve and protect our 
architectural heritage.

857 South High Street - Evergreen Cemetery Chapel

Once again serving as a chapel

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

Structure’s latest incarnation is as bed and breakfast

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

322 South Springfield Street - The Ivy Inn

Submitted story

This home is locally known as “The Ivy 
Inn.” The house anchors “Banker’s Row,” 
which extends north along both sides of this 
block of South Springfield Street.

This 15-room house is an excellent 
example of the Italianate style of Victorian 
architecture. The wide eaves are supported 
by angular brackets. The window surrounds 
are original and period correct, as is the 
bulls-eye window (also known as an oriel). 
The house also features original doors, shut-
ters, screen doors, and a side porch.

The home was built sometime between 
1868 and 1872 by David Scott who was a 
Methodist Circuit Minister and merchant 
in St. Paris. It was sold in 1884 to George 

Kiser, a banker and the father of John Kiser 
who built the mansion on East Main Street. 
The Kisers owned the property until 1909. 
Between 1909 and 1922 it was a public 
rooming home. In 1922 Dr. John Hamsher 
bought the house and lived there for 31 
years. Many older St. Parisians know the 
property as the Hamsher house. In the 

1950s this residence was converted (again) 
into a rooming house and later into apart-
ments.

In 1978, Colonel and Mrs. Bill Moss 
purchased the home and spent three years 
restoring the property to its current glory. 
The interior features all original woodwork 
that has never been painted, towering door-
ways, and a cherry banister on the main 
staircase. The home’s electrical and plumb-
ing systems were also replaced, and air con-
ditioning added.

Over the years many Champaign County 
architectural relics found a new home at 322 
S. Springfield Street. The 133-year-old Gaze-
bo originally stood on a farm near North 
Lewisburg. The cupola on the barn came 
from the Cook School located on Stony 
Creek Road. And the hitching post came 

from an East Church Street home in Urbana.
In 2007 the current owner, The Ivy Inn 

of St. Paris, LLC, purchased the house and 
made some modifications to allow it to serve 
as a bed-and-breakfast including adding two 
new upstairs bathrooms that were created 
from a bedroom. They also purchased an 
adjacent lot for off-street parking for their 
guests. The grounds include a two-story 
wash house, the gazebo, and two barns.

This house demonstrates the creative 
reuse of houses and how they contribute to 
the economic success of St. Paris.

The “Ivy Inn” remains a great success 
story. To learn more about the Ivy Inn, visit 
their facebook page at: www.facebook.com/
ivyinnofstparis.
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Church housed early Lutheran congregation
Submitted story

Covenant Lutheran Church hosts the sanctuary of one of the 
earliest Lutheran congregations in Ohio with roots reaching 
back to 1815. The earliest services were held in a log church 
building located near the Spring Hills Cemetery. Later they 
moved north of St. Paris in another log church located on the 
east side of North Springfield Street at the two cemeteries.

In 1843 the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church was orga-
nized in St. Paris by Rev. George Klapp, who held the first 
communion on December 3, 1843, and the first members were 
enrolled on January 30, 1844. That same year the congrega-
tion erected a church building which they used until 1883 
when the current Church sanctuary was erected. The church 
has been added onto and remodeled several times with exten-
sive renovations in 1929, 1949, and an addition in 1965.

In 1980 the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church and Zerkle 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Thackery merged to form the 
current Covenant Lutheran Church.

The red brick church is built in a traditional semi-Gothic 
style with the gable and three Gothic arched windows facing 
the front and bell tower and entrance at the center on the 
side. The bell tower was originally topped with a Mansard 
roof and is now topped with a pyramidal roof surmounted 
with a Latin cross. The sanctuary is pierced by 13 Gothic 
arched leaded glass windows on religious topics that were 
dedicated in 1949. It features a dual keyboard Rodgers organ, 
and seats 150.

In 1965 a Sunday School and administrative building was 
added to the south of the original church. This included sev-
eral classrooms on the second floor, a kitchen and fellowship 
hall. The 1949 windows were reset into the addition.

The Evans-Purk Fellowship Center is the newest part 
of Covenant Lutheran Church. It was erected south of the 
Church and is built in the Colonial Revival Style. This build-
ing has a hall, large kitchen, and restrooms and is a popular 
rental for banquets, family reunions, wedding receptions, par-
ties, and business events.

The congregation is offering refreshments. Public restrooms 
are available at this location.

103 South Church Street - Covenant Lutheran ChurchSubmitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.
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Submitted story 

The star of this year’s tour is the Pride 
of St. Paris. This home is locally known 
as “The Kiser Mansion” and was origi-
nally known as “Garden Glow” for the 
lovely gardens surrounding the home.

This three story, 16-room house was 
built in 1913 in the Neo-Classical style. 
The house is surrounded by 14 deeply 
fluted ionic columns and features a Pal-
ladian window in the pediment. It has 
a ballroom on the third floor, bedrooms 
on the second, and public rooms on the 
first floor. The interior woodwork, the 
two vases in the foyer, the carved alabas-
ter chandeliers in the living room, and 
all the plaster moldings throughout are 
original to the home.

The interior of the house features a 
foyer with a broad staircase and fireplace 
opening into a spacious living room with 
French doors and fireplaces. Both fire-
places repeat the ionic columns on the 
outside.

The estate also has four accessory 
buildings, a barn, a carriage house, a 
power station with water-tower, and a 
newly added garage. The mansion is 
surrounded by an iron-fenced perennial 
garden which has been recently restored 
to its original configuration.

The builders were St. Paris natives 
John and Thyrza (Furrow) Kiser. The 
residence was built on the site of Mrs. 
Kiser’s childhood home and has a log 

from that home incorporated into the 
attic on either side of the ballroom. 
Garden Glow was the family’s summer 
home. They also owned homes in Chi-
cago, Long Island, and a farm one mile 
north of St. Paris.

John Kiser grew up in St. Paris in at 
322 S. Springfield Street (which is also 
on the tour as the Ivy Inn.) He went to 
Chicago to work in a sewing machine 
company after graduation from Witten-
berg University. He and a partner found-
ed the Monarch Bicycle Company and a 
Horseshoe manufactory which quickly 
became one of the strongest and richest 
companies in Chicago.

The Kiser family were generous bene-
factors to the Village of St. Paris. They 
donated the land on which Kiser Lake 
was formed. They gave the fire depart-
ment its first pumper engine, and they 
gifted the town with their Christian 
Science Church which is now the Public 
Library (also on this tour).

In 1948 the residence and grounds 

were sold to J. Harvey and Edith Crow 
who lived there until 1968 when Charles 
D. and Emma Lou Rust purchased the 
estate. The Rust family cared for the 
home until 2004 and opened the home to 
many charitable causes and preservation 
groups. They also divided the residence 
into several apartments, and the carriage 
house into four apartments. In 2004 
Glenn Sullivan purchased the estate, and 
in the sales contract, he included a clause 
permitting Mrs. Rust to stay in the house, 
rent free, for the rest of her life.

The current owners have lovingly 
restored the home guided by original fam-
ily photographs from the 1920s. The resi-
dence, garden and the original fountain 
have been restored. Additionally the own-
ers have created a mini-museum about the 
Kisers and the estate. Be sure to spend a 
moment or two at this display during the 
tour.

Kiser Mansion is the ‘Pride of St. Paris’

149 East Main Street - Kiser Mansion

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

Once the largest home in the village
Submitted story

This Italianate style home was built 
around 1870 by Samuel Chance. In 
1881 Benjamin F. Baker purchased the 
property and it remained in his family 
for a century. For 40 years it was the 
largest residence in town. It is a large 
three-story, 13-room house constructed 
of brick and stone and sits on a raised 
embankment. The style is highlighted by 
the heavy cornice with formed tin brack-
ets/corbels and ornate stone window sur-
rounds (called pediments).

The Italianate sub-style of Victorian 
homes was popular between 1840 and 
1890. It superseded the Gothic Revival, 
and was itself superseded by the Queen-

Anne style. 
This Victori-
an sub-style 
was inspired 
by 17th cen-
tury villas 
in Italy, and 
first became 
popular in 
England 
around 
1830. An 
Italianate 
style home 
is charac-
terized by 

low-pitched roofs, projecting eaves with 
brackets/corbels, attics with a row of 
awning windows between eave brackets, 

imposing cornices, pedimented windows 
and doors, loggias, and cupolas.

This is a house of many firsts in St. 
Paris. It was the first three-story home, 
first home with a “motor shed,” and first 
dedicated funeral home. From 1918 until 
1979 it served as a funeral home and a 
residence. From 1918-1920 it was the 
Frank funeral home; from 1920-1932 it 
was the Jones and Frank funeral home; 
from 1932-1939 it was the Frank and 
Barger funeral home; from 1939-1974, it 
was the Baker funeral home; from 1974-
1978 it was the Baker/Cisco Funeral 
home and lastly it was Cisco Funeral 
Home until 1979. All during those years 
the ground floor served the public and 
the families lived in the upper story 
areas.

Notable interior features of the home 
include the high Victorian “Butternut” 
woodwork in the original part of the 
home (the front) and the solid walnut 
staircase and paneling in the foyer. The 
current owner has creatively repurposed 
the rooms for modern living including 
transforming a parlor into a billiard 
room.

After its commercial life ended, the 
building declined for 40 years until the 
current owner purchased it in 2014. The 
new owner is lovingly breathing new life 
into the five-bedroom, two-bath, 4,500 
square foot residence.

202 North Springfield Street - 
Verlaney Home

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation Alliance.
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Submitted story

This home was 
built in 1878 as 
a one-and-a-half-
story, four-room 
Victorian house 
and was remodeled 
in 1902 into the 
existing two-and-a-
half-story 10-room 
Colonial Revival 
Vernacular house. 
The home features 
a three over two 
bay front, a wrap-
around porch, and 
is topped with an 
iron cresting. The 
interior woodwork is original and made 
of solid cherry in high Eastlake style in 
the formal rooms, and ash in the dining 
and piano rooms.

The original owners were Isaiah P. 
and Asenath (Carey) Kizer, who lived 
in the home until 1918. Mr. Kizer was 
one of the proprietors of Kizer and Long 
Lumber Company and the home was a 
“showplace” of the products from that 
business. I.P. Kizer died in 1918 and his 
daughter Alta inherited the home. She 
was married to James Emery Kite and 
they lived in the house until 1956 when 

it was converted into several apartments.
Over the next 20 years the house had 

12 owners and fell into deep decline. At 
one point the front parlor was used as 
a motorcycle repair shop. The porches 
rotted away and were removed, and 
the kitchen chimney collapsed into the 
house.

In 1977 the home was purchased by 
Col. and Mrs. Clifford R. Pollock, USAF 
(Medical Corps). At that point the house 
had no porches, the kitchen was closed 
off and unusable, and the downstairs 
bedroom was being used as a kennel.

Between 1978 and 1982, Dr. and Mrs. 

Pollock completely rebuilt the house, 
installing modern plumbing, electrical 
and HVAC throughout, re-plastering the 
walls and ceilings, creating the kitchen, 
bedroom and bath on the first floor, dig-
ging out the cellar, and they recreated 
the front and back porches based on 
Kizer family photographs. All 38 original 
wooden windows were rebuilt, restored 
and retained. The interior was restored 
to its Eastlake Victorian appearance, 
right down to reproduction period wall-
paper.

The owner, a local Realtor, has lived all 
over the world and the home’s interior 
furnishings reflect her diverse collections 
from Africa, the Middle East, Europe 
and America. The owner is also an Inter-
national Trustee of the Musical Box Soci-
ety International and has several antique 
mechanical musical machines displayed 
throughout the home.

Over the past 40 years this restored 
home has been filled with family gather-
ings, dinner clubs and social events that 
put every room to use. The Pollock home 
demonstrates how a Victorian home 
can be a warm family home for modern 
families.

274 West Walnut Street - Pollock Home
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Rescued and restored to 
former grandeur

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.

What style 
is my house?

Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

By Rob Pollock

Every house has a type and style. 
Have you ever wondered what 
design style your house was built 
to resemble? You are about to have 
a chance to learn what style your 
house is at the 26th annual Historic 
Home and Garden Tour on June 23 
and 24 in St. Paris.

The Champaign County Preserva-
tion Alliance (CCPA) will have a 
tent at the Tour’s starting point, 370 
W. Main St., St. Paris, where local 
experts will help you identify the 
style of your house. Bring a clear 
photo, or screen shot of your house 
and the team will pinpoint your 
style.

A large number of homes in 
Champaign County fall under the 
category of “Folk National” style, 
which was popular from 1850 until 
1990. These are sturdy frame homes 
with unadorned window and door 
surrounds. Other well represented 
house styles in Champaign County 
include the “Folk Victorian,” “Ram-
bler,” “Cape Cod,” “Colonial Reviv-
al” and “Italianate.”

Come learn what style your home 
is on June 23 and 24 at the CCPA 
tent at 370 E. Main St., St. Paris.
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Submitted story 

This wonderful relic of the Rail-
road Era was built around 1890 by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. 
Its architectural style is “Stick Style 
Industrial Victorian,” which is char-
acterized by the large roof overhangs 
supported by brackets, a horizontal 
outline and pyramidal roof.

It was designed in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad’s engineering department as 
a freight depot, and over 150 identi-
cal structures once stood by the side 
of the PRR. The freight depot would 
have sheltered everything that was 
hauled in trains, from beds, chests 
of drawers, coffins, farm machinery, 
milk for city markets, farm machin-
ery, pumps, and stoves. This station 
also shipped buggies across the globe 
for the Walborn and Riker Factory in 
St. Paris.

Railroads were the lifeblood of 
19th century towns. Having a rail-
road pass through a town or village 
ensured economic growth and devel-
opment. St. Paris benefited from 
two rail lines, one east and west and 
the other north and south. The first 
railroad in St. Paris became active 
in 1859. In 1865 the funeral train 
bearing President Lincoln stopped in 
St. Paris, and a delegation brought 
aboard flowers to surround the cas-
ket.

The freight depot was one of three 
railroad depots in St. Paris. The 
other two were passenger depots for 
the Pennsylvania Railroad and for the 
Detroit, Toledo and Ironton Railroad. 
The passenger depots are long gone, 
but this wonderful building remains. 
The freight depot Originally stood 
130 feet to the west. It was moved by 
the Pony Wagon Historical Museum 

Committee in 1989 and has been ren-
ovated and converted into a museum 
dedicated to the pony wagon and St. 
Paris.

Pony wagons were miniature pony-
drawn carts, carriages, hunting 
breaks, surreys and broughams. They 
were proportioned to a pony’s size 
and were quite rugged. St. Paris was 
once the world wide center of manu-
facture of these delightful vehicles. 
During the World Columbian Exposi-
tion in Chicago (1893) the Walborn 
& Riker Co. of St. Paris displayed 
their pony wagons in the Transporta-
tion Building. They were an immedi-
ate “hit” and orders came in from 
across the nation and world. A large 
three-story factory was erected on 
the corner of S. Springfield Street 
and Poplar Street. The records show 

that Walborn & Riker pony wagons 
were shipped out of this freight depot 
to such distant places as: St. Peters-
burg, Russia; Bombay, India; and the 
Hawaiian Islands.

The Pony Wagon Museum features 
many original buggies, pony wag-
ons, and includes a wide variety of 
personal and commercial artifacts, 
photographs and papers relating to 
St. Paris and the local community. 
The museum is open twice a month 
on Sunday’s from 1- 4p.m. Call the 
museum at 937-698-6498 to verify 
the specific dates.

The Pony Wagon Museum is a 
first-class example of an endangered 
building being saved and repurposed 
for the community’s use.

From freight depot to Pony 
Wagon Museum

320 South Washington Street - Pony Wagon Museum

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.

Submitted story

The Wardley garden combines the 
best features of “Cottage Gardens” and 
“English Gardens” and mixes them up 
in a delightful manner. The garden is 
planted mostly with perennials, bulbs 
and roses, with a boxwood added to 
define the pathways.

This is a three-season garden, which 
delights in spring, glows in summer, 
and warms the soul in the autumn. 
Irises and daffodils claim the spring-
time, roses and lilies the summer, and 
chrysanthemums claim the fall.

The residence is known as “Ward-
ley’s Nine Gables” and was built in 
the Queen Anne Victorian vernacular 
style. While house is not open, you can 
enjoy its architecture while touring the 
garden which surrounds the home on 
three sides with the largest part filling 
up the side lot.

Reflecting 
‘cottage’ and 
‘English’ 
gardens

243 West Main Street - Wardley Garden

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.
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Submitted story

The original part 
of the St. Paris 
Public Library is at 
the east end of the 
present building. 
The front facade is 
a circa 1860 build-
ing that has been 
remodeled into 
a classic Greek 
Revival structure 
featuring a three 
bay over three 
configuration. It 
has pilasters on the 
corners and a low 
un-ornamented pediment; the porch 
pediment is supported by Ionic col-
umns.

In 1998 the library was doubled in 
size with a sympathetic addition to 
the south and west that contains the 
majority of the current stacks and 
rooms. This new wing is an excel-
lent example of how additions can be 
made to historic structures without 
harming their architectural features.

The original library building has 
had a remarkable life. It was built as 
a residence, that was converted to 
a Blacksmith forge, that was reused 
as a feed store, and reused again as 
the Smith & Sturm carriage shop 
in 1898, then again as the Smith & 
Desh carriage shop in 1908, which 
then became a Christian Science 
Church in 1918, and a public library 
in 1936.

In 1918 Mr. and Mrs. John Kiser 
purchased the Carriage Shop and had 
the entire building lifted and moved 
back 20 feet onto the property. The 
false front facade was replaced with 

the current Greek Revival front, and 
the iron lamp posts were added.

For the next 20 years the Christian 
Science Church met in the build-
ing. By 1936 the congregation had 
declined and Mrs. Kiser donated the 
building and a $1,000 to the village of 
St. Paris to be converted into a public 
library. She expressed the desire that 
the library would become the cultural 
center of the community.

The Champaign County Preserva-
tion Alliance wishes to thank the 
director and staff of the St. Paris 
Library for their assistance in helping 
us locate historical and biographical 
information on each of the 13 sites 
on the 2018 Historic Tour of Homes. 
The St. Paris Library is an outstand-
ing resource for our county.

Public restrooms are available at 
this location.

Library building has 
had many changes

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

127 East Main Street - St. Paris Public Library

Submitted story

The St. Paris United Meth-
odist Church was founded in 
1845 when seven people met 
in the house of Jacob Furrow. 
The society originally met in 
a log church formerly used by 
the Lutherans near the cem-
etery on N. Springfield Street. 
In 1853 they built a new 
church on the corner of Lynn 
and Springfield Street. The 
first organ in St. Paris was 
placed in this church.

In 1875 two lots on West 
Walnut Street were purchased 
for $375 and a new church 
building was erected.

The red brick Gothic Reviv-
al Church was completed in 
1876 and was the third sanctu-
ary of the Methodist-Episcopal 
church in St. Paris. It features 
Gothic peaked windows, a 
rose window with four divisions, deco-
rative bargeboards and brick vertical 
buttresses, and a 112-foot tall bell 
tower with lancets. All of these con-
tribute to the overall Gothic feel of the 
building.

The foundation and stonework were 
laid by Elijah Everett; the brickwork 
was laid by D.S. Wolfe of Lancaster, 
Ohio. All of the materials for the 
church were donated by Isaiah P. 
Kizer (Whose former home at 274 W. 
Walnut Street is also on the 2018 His-
toric Home and Garden Tour.)

The sanctuary is 36 feet by 60 feet 
and the ceiling is 30 feet tall at the 
center. New Gothic arched stained 
glass windows and new pews were 
added between 1966 and 1978.

The building stands in the form of 
a “T” with the sanctuary as the stem 
and the Sunday School as the cross 

piece. The Church interior has been 
remodeled several times, the first time 
in 1882 after a fire. A major modern-
ization was completed in 1956. This 
provided five school rooms on a new 
third floor. On the main floor was a 
large social room and modern kitchen. 
A full basement was provided under 
the west wing adding additional class-
rooms, a recreational area and rest-
rooms. Most recently, in 1983, the cel-
lar under the sanctuary was excavated 
and made into usable space.

The dual keyboard Skinner Organ 
was acquired through a matching 
grant offered by Andrew Carnegie in 
March 1914.

The congregation is offering refresh-
ments. Public restrooms are available 
at this location.

Church boasted 
village’s first organ

206 West Walnut Street - St. Paris United Methodist Church

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.
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Submitted story

This charming nine-room home is 
considered a “Queen Anne Vernacu-
lar” style home and is architecturally 
described as a transitional house fea-
turing characteristics of Queen Anne, 
Colonial Revival and the Craftsman 
styles. This home features Queen 
Anne style fish scale trim, a Colonial 
Revival style Palladian window and a 
Craftsman style brick porch. It also 
features an intricate cast iron fence 
surrounding the yard, which was a 
sign of social standing in the 1890s.

Queen Anne is one of many styles 
that are grouped under the general 
term of “Victorian.” This style was 

popular from about 1880 until 1910 
and features asymmetrical facades, 
dominant front-facing gables, porches 
and shingles as siding. All are features 
found in this house. Other features of 
Queen Anne Victorians are towers, 

tile work, lots of spindle work, and 
bay windows.

The house was built in 1891 by 
Winfield S. White. In 1906 Arthur C. 
Brown purchased the home and added 
the craftsman style porch. The house 
stayed in the Brown family from 1906 
until 1984. The last of the Brown fam-
ily to live in this house was Kathleen 
Kite Brown, who was a contributing 
columnist for the Urbana Daily Citi-
zen, and was St. Paris’ town historian. 
In 1971 she published the most inclu-
sive book yet written about St. Paris’s 
past. It is titled A History of St. Paris 
(The Pony Wagon Town).

Being in a single family for more 
than 70 years helped preserve the 
home’s charm. The interior wood-

work, detailed hardwood floors, and 
fireplace are all original and in the 
Craftsman style. The home also fea-
tures patterned brickwork and cast 
iron grillwork.

Since 1987 it has been the home of 
the current owner, who has meticu-
lously maintained it ever since. Of 
note inside is the china cabinet in the 
dining room, which is a prized family 
heirloom and holds china inherited 
from family members. The stained 
glass lamps and overhead light were 
crafted by the owner’s late husband.

This home proves that you don’t 
have to be big to be beautiful.

3 architectural styles in one home

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.

140 West Walnut Street - Slayton Home

CCPA H&G Tour crafters and food
By Suzanne McCoy

For many years, the CCPA Home & 
Garden Tour has been lucky to work 
with a variety of local crafters and art-
ists. Several will once again be display-
ing their creations at this year’s tour in 
St. Paris.

Ron Dirlham, owner of Ron’s Creations 
will be selling handcrafted quilted and 
woolen items of his own design. Ron has 
become a tour favorite, with his special 
holiday ornaments and home decor that 
he hand quilts and sews. He will set up 
at the Ivy Inn, so stop by and see him.

Betty Smith, owner of Whimsical Nee-
dle Art, sells hand embroidered items, 
using the technique of Igolochky, also 
known as Russian Punch Needle. Her 
designs are all original, and her meticu-
lous work is absolutely beautiful. From 

holiday ornaments to primitive items, 
her craft will be of great interest. Set up 
next to Betty at the Cook home will be 
Lisa Kleinhans, owner of Sheep to Ewe, 
featuring distinctive woven rugs, towels 
and bags. She will also be demonstrating 
spinning and knitting in her booth,

Mad River Joys, owned by Debra 
Smith Tolley, will feature custom jewelry, 
nature photography and handmade home 
decor at the Pollock home. Her love of 
nature, variety of merchandise, and beau-
tiful use of color will be a tour highlight.

At the Bacher home, colorful buttons 
will be featured by Lynda Cubbage of 
Vintage Treasures. She searches flea 
markets and antique shops for unusual 
buttons from all eras to create her beauti-
ful jewelry. She has been a vendor for 
several years, and many tour participants 
look forward to adding one of her pieces 
to their collection.

Finally, many visitors look forward to 
adding a unique stone created by Mickie 
Wuescher to their garden each year. Her 
company, Wuescher’s Garden Accents, 
handcrafts concrete leaves, using natural 
materials as inspiration. Her beautiful 
designs accent any garden path, and 
make wonderful gifts. She will be set up 
in the Wardley garden.

The CCPA encourages all of its guests 
to visit these vendors and enjoy their 
one of a kind creations. The committee 
also wants to thank each crafter for their 
willingness to share their talents with 
the community, rain or shine. Here’s to a 
successful 2018 tour.

The CCPA Home and Garden commit-
tee is also pleased to announce that Cov-
enant Lutheran Church will have a food 
truck available from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday and 12:30 to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 
A variety of foods such as chicken salad 

and walking tacos can be purchased. The 
United Methodist Church will also have 
refreshments for sale. In addition, Char’s 
Market and Deli on S. Springfield St. will 
be serving fresh grilled brats, smoked 
cheeseburgers, pulled pork, deli sand-
wiches, desserts, salads, ice cream. Jim’s 
Pizza Chalet, on W. Main St., will have 
a variety of great pizza, pasta and subs. 
Braden’s Sweet Shop, also on W. Main 
St., will be offering deli sandwiches, 
soup, baked goods and beverages, as well 
as their signature fudge, and the IGA 
will be serving deli sandwiches and ice 
cream. The St. Paris restaurant owners 
guarantee that tour-goers will not go 
hungry and will enjoy the variety of food 
available.

Submitted by the Champaign Preservation Alliance.
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By Sandy Gonzalez
Tour chairperson 

The Champaign County Preserva-
tion Alliance wishes to express appre-
ciation for the wonderful support from 
our Benefactors: The People’s Savings 
Bank and Bundy Baking Solutions. 
They also wish to thank the many 
sponsors and advertisers who help the 
tour a success each year. Please see 
their advertisements in this supple-
ment.

Monies raised through the CCPA’s 
family-oriented community events are 
returned directly to the Champaign 
County community through a match-
ing grant program for residences and 
businesses. The members of the CCPA 
believe that historic preservation and 
creative reuse of existing residential 
and business structures strengthen 
our neighborhoods, businesses, and 
community.

The 26th annual Historic Home and 
Garden Tour is made possible by the 
generous support of the entire com-
munity. The benefactors, home spon-
sors, local merchants and donors play 
an important role in the success of 
the Tour. With the increasing costs to 
produce the tour, the support enables 
us to concentrate our monies on the 
publicity of the event to increase the 
attendance each year. The tour is a 
major fundraiser for the Champaign 

County Preservation Alliance, but, is 
also a tourism vehicle, bringing 1,000-
1,200 visitors to Champaign County 
during the weekend.

The donations not only support the 
activities and projects of the CCPA, 
but, also, make an investment in the 
community as many of these visitors 
return to Champaign County to enjoy 
the unique shops, great restaurants, 
and the many activities and tourist 
attractions in the area. Directly ben-
efiting the community are the CCPA 
Façade Grant Programs, which offer 
matching grant awards to Champaign 
County residential and commercial 
properties who make remarkable 
improvements to their building 
facades. Improving the exterior of the 
property beautifies the neighborhoods 
and draws newcomers to the area. We 
hope the sponsors and donors realize 
the impact their dollars have on the 
community.

Continuing this year as benefactors 
are Bundy Baking Solutions and The 
Peoples Savings Bank and returning 
as site sponsors are CT Communica-
tions, the Champaign County Visitors 
Bureau, Darby Dental/Urbana Dental/
Dusty Hurst, Realtor, Real Living 
Darby Creek Realty, RE/MAX Alli-
ance, the V. Patrick Hamilton Group, 
Turner Landscaping and Willman 
Furniture. The tour is showcasing the 
wonderful houses and structures in 

St. Paris and we are excited to add 
Atkins-Shively Funeral Home, Hender-
son Land Investment, Market Square 
Realty, and Tri County Insurance from 
the St. Paris area as site sponsors. 
The CCPA greatly appreciates the 
commitment of the benefactors and 
sponsors and we feel it is important 
for the general public to recognize 
the support given to this event by 
the community businesses. We are 
indebted to them – they make the tour 
possible - we hope this is a rewarding 
experience for them.

Local merchants and professionals 
support the project by donations and 
by purchasing ads in the program 
book. This support allows us to share 
extensive information in the tour 
booklet. Our local newspaper cover-
age provided by the Urbana Daily 
Citizen is invaluable. Not only do they 
provide excellent coverage before, 
during and after the event, but, they 
also publish this special tab which is 
a complete “picture” of the upcoming 
event. We feel this tab is our most 
comprehensive advertising tool and it 
has greatly increased our local traffic.

The floral arrangements are the cre-
ations of Ethel’s Flowers. The arrange-
ments enhance the homes’ beauty 
and add to the ambiance of the tour. 
Ethel’s has graciously stepped up to 
provide arrangements for every home. 
“Many thanks to Ethel’s for this gener-

ous donation – this requires a lot of 
work and expense and we are grateful 
for their help,” said Gonzalez.

The shuttle service is a valuable 
asset to the tour and it is made possi-
ble through the generosity of Whites’s 
Auto Group and SVG Motors. The 
shuttle service provides a safe, effi-
cient way to enjoy the tour and aids in 
preventing traffic parking congestion.

Cafe Paradiso and Farmer’s Daugh-
ter restaurants contribute to the suc-
cess of the tour by providing a break-
fast meeting where the homeowner 
and the tour committee can exchange 
information. This provides an impor-
tant opportunity for communication 
between the organizers and the home-
owners.

It would be impossible to produce 
an event of this size without the sup-
port of the community. We are grate-
ful to our local businesses and pro-
fessionals for their cooperation and 
monetary support of our project.

Community support makes CCPA tour possible

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

8500 W. Route 36 • St. Paris, OH 43072
1/4 Mile West of Graham High School

Call to Schedule Your Free Estimate
937-663-5898
billy@billykaspers.com
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