


2    URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2018

URBANA HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT
To be held at the 

Urbana High School Stadium
Saturday, May 19, 2017, 7:30 p.m.

Raindate:  Sunday, May 20, 2017, 1:30 p.m.

ARTIST’S COVER ART
Designed by Cassidy James

It is a three - dimensional of the 
Castle building made out of 

popsicle sticks

SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS
President:  Taje´Mack

Vice Presidents: Morgan Bandy  
Treasurer: JD Nelson

Secretary: Megan Ridder

STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
Taylor Armstrong

Morgan Bandy
Mallory Hutchins

Cortney Kiser
Kirstin Lewis
Erin Stollings

Bronwyn Walker

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
Taylor Armstrong
Kimberly Asper
Kaleb Bowdle

Elizabeth Christian
Adam Gaver

Maginta Grim
Cassidy James
Trevor Johnson
Cortney Kiser
Miranda Layne

Brady Lewis
Kirstin Lewis

Taje´Mack
Olivia Maurice

Cameron Merriman
Owen Moyer

Magdaline Perry
Megan Ridder
Logan Rooney
Erin Stollings

Hudson Stouffer
Bailey Ullah

Brandon Vogel
Bronwyn Walker



URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2018    3

Kaitlynn is the daughter of Lindsey 
Appel. She studied Early Childhood 
Education while attending Ohio Hi Point.   
Kaitlynn plans to study Early Childhood 
Education at Clark State Community Col-
lege in the fall.

There were many great events that oc-
curred during my time at UHS. I had a lot 
of great teachers who gave great advice 
not only for the classroom, but for life as 
well. I made many friends that will last a 
lifetime. I will always remember Mr. P’s 
pre-calculus class and all the great times 
we had. I have grown as a person, hope-
fully becoming a more responsible and 
better person. Being on the tennis team 
has helped to improve my skill in the 
sport, and it has given me a second family, 
one I can depend on to cheer me on both 
on the court and in life. I had two fun years of bowling and hang-
ing out with the guys.  I will always remember the fun times we 
had. One thing I will always remember at UHS is the friendliest 
guy I have ever met:   janitor Jazzy Jeff. He would come by the 
lunch table, say hi, and ask how my day was. He was like that to 
everyone in the lunchroom. My future plans are to attend col-
lege and get a degree in IT in order to help others understand 
all the great things technology can accomplish and to help fix 
whatever problems people may have with today’s tech. I want 
to thank the staff at UHS for the time they put into teaching and 
leading the next generation into a place where they can make a 
difference. I also want to thank my “Big Sissy” and all my other 
siblings for always being there for me.

My time at Urbana High School has 
been memorable and an experience of 
a lifetime. When I entered my freshman 
year, opportunity knocked, and I opened 
the door. I realized my potential to con-
tribute to the spirit of Urbana High School 
through the athletic and music depart-
ments and with extra-curricular programs. 
My experiences have made me the person 
I am today.  The opportunities I have re-
ceived are due to several individuals who 
have served as mentors and role models. 
I would like to thank Cheryl Poppel for 
asking me to help with junior high track my seventh-grade year. 
This opportunity unlocked the doors to all the opportunities I 
have had for the past four years. Thank you to former UHS Ath-
letic Director Chuck Raterman for his trust, appreciation, and all 
the opportunities he gave me. Additionally, I would like to thank 
current athletic director Dan Shay and secretary Carie Thomas. 
I would like to extend my gratitude to all the football coaches 
I have worked alongside over that past four years. To the all 
Urbana coaches, thank you for allowing me to help your teams 
in any way possible. Thank you to all my teachers and guidance 
counselors Katie Miller and Valerie Leonard for giving me the 
help and education to become a productive citizen in society. To 
Judge Roger B. Wilson, I am grateful for your service as a men-
tor.  I cannot begin to thank Skeet for everything he has done for 
myself and Urbana High School. Finally, I thank my friends and 
peers. No matter where I end up, your names and faces will not 
be forgotten. May God bless Urbana High School, the commu-
nity of Urbana, and the United States of America. 

ABRAHAM ANGLES

KAITLYNN APPEL

TAYLOR J. ARMSTRONG
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LIBBY MARIE ARNETT 
My freshman year of high school was 

such a nerve-racking experience. I was 
told, “Enjoy the years; in a blink of an eye, 
you’ll be graduating.”  I did not think high 
school would go as fast as it did. Before I 
knew it, I was starting my senior year and 
applying for colleges. Throughout high 
school, I have created unbreakable bonds 
with people who have impacted and 
guided me along the way. I would like to 
thank Coach Deskins and Coach Jackson 
for pushing me to be the best athlete I 
could be and for never giving up on me. 
Thank you, Mrs. Miller, for always making my life a little less 
stressful. Kendra, my big sister, thank you for being my friend 
through the struggles of life and for sharing laughs with me 
when life gets a little dull. To my best friend Kara, you were part 
of the few who made my senior year one to remember by filling 
it with unforgettable experiences. Thanks for the endless laugh-
ter. Most importantly, I want to thank my parents for believing in 
me when I no longer believed in myself, for pushing me to be 
the absolute best, but most importantly, for being my biggest 
support system. Senior year was bittersweet, as it is filled with 
many lasts:  the last time playing a game of soccer, the last Fri-
day night football game cheering in the stands with the people 
I grew up with, the last time being together as one, the last time 
walking down the familiar halls of Urbana High School. I will 
miss the memories that UHS gave me the past four years. After 
high school, I will be attending Clark State to become a social 
worker. 

KIM ASPER
At school, I have made many memories 

with my friends. It saddens me that I will 
be leaving them but wish them success in 
their future endeavors. The best memories 
I have made at school were the times I 
went out to lunch with my friends. It was 
a break from the stress of school and re-
freshed my mind for the second half of the 
day. Hopefully, I will stay connected with 
all the great people I have met and share 
many more memories with them.   I would 
like to thank my parents because they are 
the reason for much of my success. They 
have been my support system during athletic events and when 
I struggle in school and life. My love for them is tremendous, 
and I appreciate everything they have taught me throughout my 
life. I feel confident that I can succeed in anything I put my mind 
toward.   I plan on continuing my studies, specifically in biol-
ogy, and hopefully become a physician’s assistant in the future. 
I have taken every science class offered at Urbana; science is 
challenging and a captivating subject that I have come to love. 
Thank you, Ms. Westerman, for making the biology and human 
physiology classes intriguing.

MALLORY BALL
In high school, I spent my four years 

involved in band; I play flute for concert, 
marching, and pep band. In my senior 
year, I played piccolo for marching and 
pep band. Most of my favorite moments 
come from band, and I will always cher-
ish the memories and friends that I have 
made throughout the years. Along with the 
memories and friends made, I will always 
remember the lessons I learned from be-
ing in band. I discovered that yes, being 
on time is important, or you risk getting 
left behind. Other than band, my favorite 
subjects had to be English and science. After graduation I will 
attend college for nursing or music education. Of course, I have 
to thank Mrs. deNijs and Mrs. Miller for pushing me throughout 
my senior year to be the best I could be and pushing me to fin-
ish everything that needed to be done. I appreciate everyone 
who made it possible for me to get through high school. 

MORGAN BANDY
I will always remember walking into the 

gym doors my first day of high school, and 
I will always remember walking down our 
hill as an Urbana Hillclimber graduate. Be-
ing involved with Urbana and all of the stu-
dents and staff was a big part of why I love 
Urbana so much. I am currently a cheer-
leader, class officer, and Freshman Focus 
Mentor; I am in student council, yearbook, 
Spanish IV/V, and musical. These activi-
ties have impacted me in more ways than 
I can name. They have also helped me 
create lifelong friends.The traditions that 
Urbana has held with classes, events, and even our building is 
something I will take with me as I begin the next chapter in my 
life. I am proud to be the last class to graduate from the original 
Urbana High School building. Although I am unbelievably ex-
cited for the new school and the change coming with it, a piece 
of me will always stay with our castle. As many Urbana citizens 
would also agree, the school symbolizes the bond all of us Hill-
climbers have with each other. Change is always good, but the 
traditions that Urbana holds will always be the reason why home 
feels like home. Thank you to all of my teachers for shaping me 
into the student that I am today. Special thanks to Mrs. Leonard 
and Mrs. Miller for being so helpful. Thank you to my family and 
my friends who have helped push me to graduate. As I venture 
into a new chapter of my life, I will remember this special place. 
I plan on going to Wright State University in the fall. Although 
I will technically be a Raider, I will always be a Hillclimber at 
heart.
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KYLE BEAVERS
The four years I spent at Urbana High 

School have been amazing, and the 
memories I have made will last a lifetime. 
There are many people I would like to 
thank. My mom and dad have been by 
my side every moment. They were there 
through the highs and lows, and I cannot 
put it into words how grateful I am for that. 
Secondly, I want to thank my sister, Alyssa 
Beavers.  She is one of the best people 
on this whole planet and now seems like 
an appropriate time to say so.  Finally, I 
would like to thank my grandparents. They 
were at every single sporting event, school event, and extracur-
ricular event they could make it to, which is something I am so 
appreciative of and will cherish forever. I have participated in 
bowling for the past four years, and it has been one of the best 
times of my life. I want to thank every teammate I have had; I 
have special memories with all of you, from practicing every 
day to winning the State Championship in 2016. There are many 
teachers who have helped me through high school, but there is 
no one I have met like Mr. O’Kane. He does everything he can 
to help the kids, while making it fun. His impact on my life has 
been much more than just a teacher -- he is a friend, and I will 
never forget the memories we have together.  Also, I would like 
to thank all of my friends at Urbana High School--you will never 
be forgotten. I truly have so much respect for all of you and wish 
you the best of luck in your next stages of life.

JESSICA BEVERLY
I am the daughter of Eric and Marsha 

Beverly, who I thank for their hard work 
and for providing the best role models 
in my life. I am truly blessed to have the 
family I do. My time at UHS has been both 
inspiring and informative.  I have learned 
my passions and dreams.  Mr. Myers has 
had me since seventh grade and has 
taught me skills I will need for my life as 
he has been there my entire high school 
experience. I would like to thank Mr. 
O’Kane for dealing with me all four years 
of high school and teaching me skills I 
will need for the rest of my life. I would also like to thank Mr. 
Edwards for how much he cares about his students. Whenever I 
had a problem, he always had an open ear, and it still means a 
lot to me. I will never forget Skeeter Moss and the impact he had 
on my life. I thank him for teaching me to love life and for being 
a great coach. Finally, I would like to thank all teaching staff for 
their hard work and dedication to educate my classmates and 
me. They are the ones who make a difference, and we are all so 
lucky for the number of high quality teachers we have in this 
school. I will certainly never forget the many memories I was 
able to create for the last twelve years. Thanks for a great run 
Urbana! 

MAYA BLANKENSHIP 
I am not one hundred percent sure how 

to begin this, but I suppose that I should 
begin with an intro. I am a nineteen-year-
old senior at Urbana High School. I have 
not really done anything extracurricular 
worth mentioning. I have had a job as a 
waitress for almost a year. I got accepted 
into University of Akron, which I am ex-
cited about. I hope to become a paralegal. 
Honestly, I would make this cheesy and 
talk about how everyone helped me along 
my high school career, but I would be ly-
ing through my teeth. I managed to get a 
truancy case my freshman year if that tells you anything about 
my high school career. I have wanted to give up several times, 
and despite my pleading, only one person has truly stuck by my 
side through it all: my mother. She will not take credit for it, but 
I thank her for my even being a senior. I wanted to drop out my 
freshman year, honestly, and many times in between. She kept 
me from doing so, not so much by threatening me or punishing 
me, but pointing out the reality I would be facing if I did so. I 
appreciate her listening to my whining, too.  I would thank my 
friends for my academic achievements as well (and many, many 
failures), but they have honestly done nothing to help me get 
where I am. I still appreciate them nonetheless. This may make 
them sound like bad friends, but it is not their fault. I would like 
to thank my teachers for tolerating me this last year, though. 

SHAYNA BLANKENSHIP
Shayna is the daughter of Tami Jones.  

Shayna is undecided about her future 
plans.
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LEVI BOETTCHER
My time at Urbana High School has 

been a great experience. I have learned 
a lot of valuable lessons in the time I have 
been here, and I hope to carry those les-
sons with me throughout my life.  During 
my high school career, I participated in 
football for two years and basketball for 
four years. One of my favorite classes was 
video productions. I had a lot of fun in that 
class, and I miss having TD Evans as my 
teacher and coach. Throughout my four 
years at Urbana High School, I received 
many awards and honors. In basketball, I 
earned First Team All-CBC three times, two CBC Mad River Di-
vision Championships, CBC Player of the Year, and two Sectional 
Championships. Also, I have been on the Honor Roll multiple 
times.  I would like to say goodbye to all my great coaches, 
teachers, and friends that I had the created bonds with over the 
years. There are many things I will remember about my years at 
Urbana High School. I have created life-long friendships here 
at the high school with great people, and I’m very grateful for 
them.  I want to thank all my close friends who stayed with me 
throughout high school. Also, I want to thank Coach Dixon for 
pushing me to be not only a better basketball player, but a bet-
ter man. Last but not least, I want to thank my mom for sticking 
by me all these years; she had to play the role of a dad and a 
mom for me, and I will never be able to repay her. Next year, I 
plan on continuing my basketball career at Wittenberg Univer-
sity and majoring in sports management.

JANAE BOOZE
Janae is the daughter of Jim and Katrina 

Booze.  Janae is undecided about her 
future plans.
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Congratulations Class of 2016! 
Best wishes on your future choice of endeavors. 
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KALEB BOWDLE
I would first like to thank all of my 

teachers, coaches, staff, friends, and my 
mom and dad for always pushing me to 
be better than I already was whether that 
be in the classroom, on the field, or in life.  
If it had not been for these people, I may 
not have been the person or the student-
athlete that I am today. Throughout my 
high school career, I have participated in 
multiple activities.  I have participated in 
baseball for four years, football for four 
years, basketball for two years, and NHS 
for two years. I was a Freshman focus men-
tor for two years.  While participating in all of these activities, I 
have made numerous friendships and memories that will last a 
lifetime.  They have truly prepared me for life after high school.  
During high School, I have taken many classes but only one 
class stands out above the rest. That class is art history.  Art his-
tory is only offered to seniors, but it quickly became my favorite 
class of all of high school.  Every day is very enjoyable, and 
there is never a dull moment with Mrs. Simpson.  Next year I will 
attend Marietta College where I will play baseball while study-
ing psychology. My time at Urbana High School has been great, 
but it is now time to go into the next chapter of my life.

ALEENE BROOKOVER
Aleene is the daughter of Gerald and 

Angela Brookover.  She studied Culinary 
Arts while attending Ohio Hi Point. Aleene 
is undecided about her future plans.
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AYANNA CHAVERS
My freshman year I listened to the up-

perclassmen telling me how fast senior 
year would come and what an adventure it 
would be. I remember thinking that it was 
untrue. Now I understand what they were 
saying. Throughout high school, I have 
been involved with cheerleading, track, 
basketball, and student council. Next year, 
I plan to attend Wright State to major in 
nursing.  I would like to thank Mrs. deNijs 
for pushing me and helping me and Mrs. 
Gretzinger for being silly and making 
school fun. I would like to thank Mrs. Pit-
tenbarger, who played a huge role throughout the years, and 
Mr. Swain for being positive. I would like to thank Mr. Edwards 
for helping me and Mrs. Ridge who joked everyday with me 
about being princess. She knows I will always be queen. I would 
like to thank my cousin Bill Skeeter Moss. He always asked if I 
was going to be Ms. Cheerleader or Ms. Basketball Player. I will 
never forget the long practices or him saying “Ayanna, what 
was that?” or him telling me “bye bye” all the time. He played 
a major role in our community--his door was always open, and 
he gave anyone who was willing to work a chance.  I would like 
to thank my mom, Tiffany Johnson, my dad, Darryl Johnson, and 
my grandma, Diane Hill. I would like to thank all my sisters and 
brothers for being themselves and driving me crazy, especially 
Kennedy. I love you. I would like to thank my aunts and other 
relatives who have made an impact on my life. I would like to 
thank Deserae Johnson for sticking by my side and helping me 
with assignments.  She is kind-hearted person, and I am grateful 
for a best friend like her.

Finally, I would like to thank the Class of 2018 for all the 
memories and adventures.  Congratulations!

NICOLE BRUMBAUGH
Graduating high school is a huge 

milestone. Walking down that hill with my 
friends is something I have been anticipat-
ing. As we move forward, part ways, and 
begin our lives, I have never wanted to 
forget the memories that are held at this 
high school. Throughout my years here, I 
was involved in many extracurricular ac-
tivities. I played volleyball for four years, 
I was a leader in Freshman Focus for two, 
DECA for two, and musical for four. These 
activities are what made my time here 
worthwhile. From countless practices, end-
less tears, and exhausting trips, high school was never dull for 
me. I would like to thank Katie DeNijs, Katie Miller, Leigh Ann 
Simpson, and Daniel O’Kane for being more than just teach-
ers but people who have forever impacted my life. Another big 
thanks to my family for standing by me through everything and 
pushing me to do my best. My advice for underclassmen:  do 
not take high school for granted. The years really do fly by. Take 
risks. Be involved. Don’t be scared. You may not think you will 
miss the little things you did in high school, but once you leave 
this castle, it all becomes important.  After high school, I plan to 
attend the Columbus College of Art and Design and major in 
Fashion Design.  Graduation is here! We all started together, and 
now we are finishing together. Time to say our goodbyes. It has 
been a great journey with you all. I cannot wait to see how suc-
cessful everyone becomes. Good luck to everyone in their future; 
I am done!

JEFFREY CARTER
Jeffrey is the son of Charles and Teresa 

Carter.  He studied  Automotive while at-
tending Ohio Hi Point. Jeffrey is undecided 
about his future plans.
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LOGAN CHESS
Throughout my time at UHS, I played 

many different sports. I participated in 
wrestling and track freshman year; sopho-
more through senior year I did bowling 
and baseball. I would say that I have 
had many good times at Urbana along 
with laughs and jokes with teachers and 
friends. I enjoyed my times at Urbana High 
School; people never failed to go the extra 
mile to help me out through school and 
get me to Ohio Hi Point. One of my biggest 
honors was freshman year I got my first 
and only award in school as far as grades 
go--Miss McCabe through CBI handed it to me.  I will remember 
all the times I had with my friends.  I am going to miss sports. It 
is bitter sweet to say goodbye to my friends and some of my fa-
vorite teachers. I would like to give a big thanks to my baseball 
coaches for teaching me that life is all about failure and show-
ing me how to get back up and “beat yesterday.” There is also 
a big thanks to Mrs. Moore for helping me out in geometry. If 
it was not for her, I probably would not have passed. My future 
plans are to go to Sinclair and get my CNC license in machin-
ing. While I do all that, I want to use some of my life lessons that 
my baseball coaches taught me. Thanks for all the fun times 
Urbana!

LIZ CHRISTIAN
My years at Urbana High School have 

gone by quickly. From the fun I had at my 
first day as a freshman at band camp to 
long, hilarious bus rides on Friday nights 
for band and early Saturday mornings for 
swim meets, the years have flown by. Band 
has been a major part of my high school 
career. This year I had the opportunity to 
be the vice-president, historian, and one 
of three student directors. Being a student 
director has challenged and improved 
my leadership skills. I would like to thank 
Mr. Sapp and all the people in band for 
helping create the most inclusive program I have experienced 
at UHS. Other than being a part of the band, I participated in Na-
tional Honor Society, swim team, Climber Leadership, academic 
quiz team, and completed various CCP courses. I have been a 
summer swim team coach and a lifeguard at the YMCA.  I also 
had the opportunity to run the sound board for Urbana’s spring 
musical Sister Act and to be a stagehand for two of Clark State’s 
performances this year. I would like to thank Coach Menchhofer 
for being the best swim coach I have ever had and Mrs. deNijs 
for being willing to work with me around my CCP classes and 
for pushing me to make my writing better. I would also like to 
thank my parents for always being there for me and helping me 
get to where I am today. My family has been very supportive in 
helping me with college and scholarship applications, as well as 
the various tasks that come with being a senior. In the fall, I plan 
to attend Capital University to major in electronic media and 
film and minor in theatre production.
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TIMOTHY R. COMBS
My name is Timothy R. Combs, and I 

am the son of Tim R. Combs.  I will miss 
this school because of all of the friends I 
made in my time at UHS.  I will also miss 
all the teachers and Special Ed. Staff at 
this school.  I will be attending college for 
software development and engineering.  I 
have been here for a little amount of time, 
but this place is special, and I made so 
many memories.

SAVANNAH COPELAND 
I cannot begin to explain everything 

that has occurred in my four years at UHS, 
so I will give the most important parts 
of each year itself. Freshman year: The 
scariest year of my life. Devon and I went 
skating every weekend, even though 
at first I could not stand up. During Mr. 
Lightle’s midterm exam, the entire class 
started singing “Livin’ on a Prayer” by Bon 
Jovi. I talked to my best friend every night. 
Sophomore year: Ms. Denman taught us 
grammar. We took a trip to Disney. We only 
made it to the 9/11 Memorial outside town 
before we had to stop and get a new bus. My dog died before 
a football game, and Paige let me hug her all night. Junior year: 
Spanky happened. I was given kindness even when I did not de-
serve it. Mr. Sapp made Mackenzie and me laugh until we cried. 
Ashley became one of my closest friends, and we made a mas-
sive castle during Cardboard City. Senior Year: I spent most of 
my summer at my cousin’s house. My aunt, Dee, became my sec-
ond mom. My cousins became the siblings I never had. I sat with 
Erin and Tristan at the 9/11 Memorial. My animal anatomy class 
became something so fun that I looked forward to it every day. 
I viewed every walk of life come through my lane at Walmart. 
I grew excited to go out and experience things when I leave 
Urbana. I got ready to graduate and move on. Through all of this, 
my mom supported my outlandish decisions and goals, and my 
dad cheered me endlessly. I cannot thank anyone enough for 
everything, good and bad, that has happened during my four 
years. I will never forget this (Even if, occasionally, I want to).

JESSE CRAIG
On my first year back walking up the 

hill, I was a little nervous since it had been 
six years since I last attended school as 
a Climber. After all the years that passed 
by, I began to realize I may have not been 
here at UHS, but the Climber blood was 
still running though the Climber heart 
that I had inside me. Through high school, 
I played football for all fours years, sadly 
only two of those years were as a Climber. 
I was also involved in FFA for all fours 
years and as the Urbana FFA treasurer 
my senior year.  I would like to thank the 
following teachers who pushed me to my limits so they could 
watch me succeed and follow my career plan. Thank you to Mr. 
Sapp, not only for getting on me every time my grades fell, but 
for also letting me march Script Ohio in the band on the Home-
coming game night.  I was the first football player in his 23 years 
at UHS to march and play football. I would also like to thank Mrs. 
Zachrich and Mr. Wilhelm for teaching me not only about ani-
mals, but also in the shop.  Next year I plan to attend Clark State 
for criminal justice. Good luck to all my fellow classmates.

KAYLIE CRAIG
Kaylie is the daughter of Jason Craig.  

She studied Cosmetology while attending 
Ohio Hi Point.  Kaylie is undecided about 
her future plans.

LILLIAN DANIELS
Lillian is the daughter of Brian and Cath-

erine Daniels and Kelly Stillgess. Lillian 
attended Ohio Hi Point and studied Allied 
Health and Nursing.  She plans to study 
nursing at Clark State Community College 
in the fall.
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SIDNEY EASTER
My time at Urbana High School has been 

the most memorable four years of my life. I 
would not change anything about my high 
school experience. Since my sophomore 
year, I have been a part of the Urbana 
Lady Climbers softball team. I started my 
first year playing as an outfielder, and 
now I play third base. Last year, I got the 
first and only home run of the season and 
got to keep the ball I hit out of the fence. 
I also got the Hillclimber Award, which is 
awarded to the player who is always posi-
tive and keeps everyone’s moods up. This 
year, I earned the Keep It Up Award for getting my grades up 
and keeping them up. I will always remember how my teach-
ers taught me life skills such as Mr. O’Kane, who taught me 
how to do my taxes so that I would not have to pay someone to 
do them for me. Also, I will remember my first-grade teacher, 
Mrs. McCall-Fasse, for talking me into being in the high school 
musical as a munchkin for The Wizard of Oz.  Thank you to all of 
my teachers for helping me through school to get my grades up 
and focus so that I could graduate. Thank you to Mr. Pittsenbarg-
er and Mrs. Fain for being such amazing softball coaches and 
teaching me things I needed to know. My future plan is to attend 
Clark State for Radiology to earn my associate’s degree. 

BROOKLYN EATON
Brooklyn is the daughter of Roger and 

Stacy Eaton.  She studied Allied Health 
and Nursing while attending Ohio Hi Point. 
Brooklyn plans to go to college and study 
veterinary medicine.  

JOHNATHAN ALAN PHILLIP ELLIOTT
Dreams. Dreams start as an abstract 

idea, something you chuckle at as you 
think you could live that life with said 
dream. As you go on, that ‘dream’ devel-
ops; it becomes something you are work-
ing towards, something you believe you 
can do. My dream was art. My lab at Ohio-
Hi Point taught me my ways of animation, a 
digital art. I did not  think I would be good 
at any type of art in my life, and yet I found 
something I absolutely excel in. I would 
not  have gotten this far without my lab 
instructor, Justin Lacher, my math teacher 
from here, Mrs. Moore, and all of my friends, old and new. I hope 
all of you follow your dreams and live lives you enjoy.  Thank 
you.

KAYLA EVANS
My high school experience has been 

great, with the first two years at Urbana 
before I decided to go to Ohio Hi-Point 
Career Center for Early Childhood Educa-
tion. My four years on varsity for Urbana 
High School Girls Bowling team has been 
an amazing experience. I went from 12th 
in the CBC to 2nd for two straight years. 
Getting MVP and Sportsmanship Award 
for two straight years built my confidence. 
I would like thank an Urbana teacher 
--Ms. Ridge, my English 10 teacher. She 
helped me gain confidence in English 
that I thought I didn’t have, and she helped me overcome some 
of my fear of speaking. I also have two teachers from Ohio 
Hi-Point I would like to thank:  Mrs. Walls and Mr. Gilbert. Mrs. 
Walls was an amazing lab teacher who pushed me through 
the worst times of my life and helped me feel confident about 
my decisions after high school.   She helped me start getting 
my CDA even though I do not plan on continuing my teaching 
career. Mr. Gilbert, my CP English teacher, never gave up on 
me when I wasn’t sure if I did something right. He understood 
how frightened I get when I have to present in front of others. 
Mr.Gilbert helped me get caught up after my personal knee 
surgery. Outside school, I would like to thank my dad, broth-
ers, sister, grandparents for their support. Most importantly, my 
dad and grandparents would be at every event to cheer me on. 
Thanks to  my friends who have been there. I would like to thank 
my amazing boyfriend; he has been there through everything. 
My future plans are to go to Clark State to get my EMT-Basic and 
then move to Kettering Medical College for nursing. 
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THOMAS EVANS
Thomas is the son of Chris and Jennifer 

Evans.  He studied Printing and Graphics 
while attending Ohio Hi Point.  Thomas is 
undecided about his future plans.  

BRAYDEN FAIN
No one ever said that high school would 

be easy. High school was the most fun time 
of my life, and it went by in a blink of an 
eye. My memories at Urbana High School, 
good or bad, will stay with me forever. 
With the building of the new school, my 
four years have been a little crazy, having 
my classes moved all around the school. I 
have had many teachers in my high school 
career, but none stand out as much as Mr. 
O’Kane. I only took his classes my senior 
year, but I wish I would have taken more. 
The countless times he stayed after school 
to help his students study for DECA competition and make sure 
they finish their work proves that he wants every one of his stu-
dents to succeed. My parents have been a big reason why I have 
stayed on track to graduate on time. They have always made 
sure I was doing my work before playing video games or going 
to hang out with my friends. I could not thank them enough for 
all they do for me. Throughout the four years of high school, I 
have participated in baseball and bowling. I have been a part of 
successful teams, and I have received many awards. In baseball, 
I was awarded with the Most Improved Player for the 2016-2017 
season. In bowling, I have been a two-time CBC Champion, one-
time Sectional Champion, one-time District Champion, two-time 
State Qualifier. I also received Honorable Mention in the 2017-
2018 season. None of that would have been possible without the 
help of my coaches, Coach Bowdle for baseball and Coach Phil 
Baker and Coach Richard Oakes with bowling. 

NICK FANNIN
While I did not attend Urbana High 

School until my junior year, it has given 
me valuable and worthwhile experiences. 
While attending, I was the swim team MVP 
for my first three years. I was on All-Year 
Honor Roll my junior year. I am glad I 
took some of Mr. O’Kane’s classes, and I 
am thankful to him for introducing me to 
DECA, which was a great experience. I 
also want to thank both the English and so-
cial studies departments for pushing me to 
try my best to get into the college I wanted 
to attend. I want to thank both my parents 
for being there and supporting me through high school, sports, 
and the rest of my life. They really have helped me with every-
thing, and I will always be grateful for that. I also want to thank 
my employers throughout high school for always being flexible 
with my schedules. I want to thank my SPY swim coaches John 
Bishop and Mickey. Before I left swimming my senior year, they 
were always there for me when I was in a rough spot or needed 
advice. They helped push me and make me into the person I am 
today. I also want to thank all of my friends and everyone who 
helped me through life so far. Lastly, I wish all fellow seniors 
good luck in college, military, or whatever other life paths they 
take. This summer I plan to join the United States Air Force. After 
basic training, I plan to attend The Ohio State University, major-
ing in a business field and minoring in a computer science. 

ADAM FIDELIBUS
Adam is the son of Rhonda Argabright.  

He studied Structural Construction while 
attending Ohio Hi Point.  Adam is unde-
cided about his future plans.
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HANNAH FLINT
Hi, my name is Hannah, and I am a 2018 

graduate of Urbana High School.  First and 
foremost, I would like to thank my parents, 
Gary and Tonya Flint. Without you, I would 
not be where I am today! You have pushed 
me to be who I am today. Next, I would 
like to thank my Grandma and Grandpa 
with RJ. I miss being able to see you guys 
every weekend, and I miss being able to 
talk to you, Grandma, on the phone. To my 
other Grandpa, I miss you like crazy every 
day. I miss your jokes. To all my teachers 
over the past four years, thank you for all 
the time and dedication you put into our learning experiences. 
I would like to give a huge shout out to Mr. Myers and Mrs. 
Leonard, for being such amazing coaches. If it were not for Mr. 
Myers, I would not be the golfer I am today. I can still remember 
the day you took me out to the golf course for my first time! I 
love golfing despite the long, dreary, hot hours spent in the sun. 
I will never forget the tears shed and the memories made. I wish 
you the best in the upcoming seasons! Through the four years of 
my high school career, a lot happened. New friends were made, 
and old friends were lost. I will never forget the memories made 
with friends! In the fall, I plan to attend Clark State Community 
College. I am still undecided on what I will major in. Again, 
thank you everyone for making me the person I am today!

MADDISON FOUT
My past twelve years of experience in 

school have been great, but, honestly, I 
will be glad to finally get out of here and 
get a real job and make my life what I 
want it to be. One class I really enjoyed in 
high school was DECA because it really 
prepares you for life after graduation. 
Late night football games on Fridays with 
friends were my favorite memories in high 
school, just getting to spend time with 
friends and support my school. I plan on 
attending Kent State University or Rhodes 
State College to study physical therapy so 
I can become a physical therapist and help people when they 
need it. Some people that made me strive to graduate and that I 
am very thankful for are my mom and Ms. Entsminger because 
they were always making sure I had the grades to pass all my 
classes. Mr. O’Kane also helped out a lot because he made sure 
if I was behind that I could catch up on my missing work. To the 
underclassmen,I wish you nothing but the best in high school. 
Just focus on your grades and getting out of here, and you will 
do just fine.

ADAM GAVER
 For eighteen years of my life, Urbana 

has been my realm. I have grown to know 
so many great people, make so many 
great memories, and developed a steady 
feeling of comfort in this small town. High 
school is coming to an end, and it is truly 
bittersweet. It has been a long four years, 
yet they have gone by so rapidly. Within 
those long four years of finding myself and 
discovering who I want to be in the real 
world, I have played football and basket-
ball for four years, along with one year of 
track. Academics are very important to 
me, as is school and community involvement. Therefore, I have 
been involved in various community service projects, commu-
nity service clubs, National Honor Society, yearbook, and Fresh-
man Focus. My involvement in these activities and groups have 
led me to begin my search for my role in society, and thank to 
these experiences, I am inspired to be someone who plays a 
significant part in making the world a better place. I am truly 
grateful for my parents, Jesse and Leslyann Gaver, and my sister, 
Brittany, for being such good role models for me so I could pros-
per throughout high school. I am thankful for all of my coaches 
and teammates; they have given me lessons and memories that 
are unforgettable. I want to thank my grandparents, aunts, and 
uncles for always supporting me in my athletics no matter how 
far the drive or how treacherous the weather. Finally, I want to 
thank the Urbana High School alumni for paving the way to such 
great traditions and culture in the Urbana community, and I rec-
ommend that future Hillclimbers keep these traditions because 
they are what makes Urbana such a great place to live in. 

DONAVAN GRIDER
Donovan is the son of Monique Douglas.  

He studied Multimedia Marketing while 
attending Ohio Hi Point.  

Donovan is undecided about his future 
plans.
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CARLITA GRIM
I would like to start off by saying my 

class is the last class to ever see the 
original Urbana High School before any 
construction started. We are also the first 
class to graduate from the new Urbana 
High School. That is such an honor to me. 
High school is mostly a blur, but I will 
cherish the memories that I will walk 
away with.  I want to thank my mother for 
not just being my mom, but also my dad. 
My father passed away when I was only 
six-years-old. I pushed myself my whole 
high school career to graduate and get 
down the hill just as my dad would have wanted. After I gradu-
ate, I plan on attending Clark State in the fall to pursue a career 
in nursing or being a detective. I am undecided at this point. I 
would like to thank a few teachers who never gave up on me. 
First, Mrs. Miller, thank you for always pushing me. Mrs. deNijs, 
for not only never giving up on me, but pushing me to my true 
potential. I’d also like to thank Mr. O’Kane for making high 
school bearable and always making me laugh, even on a bad 
day. Also, I would like to thank Mrs. Simpson and Mr. Myers for 
being great art and music influences. High school was fun while 
it lasted, but it is time to put on my big girl pants as I head into 
my next chapter, college. 

MAGINTA GRIM
My time spent at Urbana High School 

has provided me with memories to last a 
lifetime. I will miss walking into the school 
and getting a smile or a good morning 
from all my teachers and friends. I will 
miss spending each day with the people 
I have grown up with. I will miss the 
countless laughs I have shared with my 
classmates in the classrooms. Throughout 
my four years of high school, I have been 
a member of the cheer squad. This has 
helped me become much more outgoing 
and given me friendships that will last 
forever. It has also taught me valuable life skills such as how to 
work as a team and how to be a leader. I am extremely grate-
ful to have participated in it all four years. I am also proud to 
say I am a member of the National Honor Society. I would like 
to thank my friends for providing me with such a wonderful 
high school experience and for sticking by my side all four 
years. Without them, I would not have as many great memories 
to cherish. I would also like to thank my family for pushing me 
to succeed in all aspects of life. Lastly, I would like to thank all 
of the teachers and mentors I have had over the years. After I 
graduate, I plan to attend Ohio University where I will major 
in early childhood education. I look forward to continuing my 
journey in life and am excited to see what lies ahead, but I will 
never forget my time spent at Urbana High School.
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NATHANIEL HARRIGAN
I would like to start off by thanking the 

most important people to me, and that is 
my family. They have stuck by my side and 
let me go my own direction with my life 
while still keeping me on track and giving 
their own advice. Now that I look back at 
it, I actually appreciate the discipline that 
my parents gave me so I could learn life 
lessons. Of course, I would like to thank 
all of my friends, family friends, teach-
ers, coaches, and other people who have 
always been there to help me when it mat-
tered most, however or wherever it may 
have been. I have been given so much great advice; everybody 
around me has helped me incredibly. I appreciate everyone 
who has been there to be a part of my journey.  To think that 
real life is just now starting is mind blowing. I am proud to say 
that I am starting the next chapter of my life in the US Air Force. 
I am ready to start in the Air Force in order to find something 
that I love to do every day while, of course, serving for our great 
country. I just cannot express how thankful I am for everyone 
and everything I have been given in life to get me to this point.

TATE HARRIGAN
I have enjoyed my four years at UHS. 

There are several teachers who have re-
ally made my time here so great. Thanks 
Mr. Lightle, Mr. Mays, and Miss Michael - 
teachers who not only encouraged me, but 
also kept things interesting. Over the years 
I have been involved with DECA and the 
soccer team. My greatest memory is going 
with the soccer team to MAPFRE Stadium 
and tailgating before the game. I am look-
ing forward to attending Ohio University 
in the fall and studying behavioral science. 
I would like to thank my parents, who 
without their inspiration, drive and support, I might not be the 
person I am today. 
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COLE HEADLEE
Before I say anything, I want to give an 

enormous THANK YOU to my friends and 
family. This has been the most amazing 
journey of my life so far with nothing but 
great memories with great people. High 
school is a roller coaster ride of experi-
ences ranging from great to not so great 
times. The most effective way to succeed 
socially and academically is to surround 
myself with people who not only motivate 
me, but genuinely care about my well-
being.  You cannot surround yourself with 
people who do not motivate you and who 
do not care! Trust me, it never ends well.  A recurring thing I 
see from underclassmen is not knowing what they want to do 
after high school. I was one of them. I highly recommend writing 
down some of your top interests. This helps you generalize your 
main interests, which will eventually make deciding what you 
want to do after high school easier. My interests eventually led 
to me deciding to enlist into the United States Air Force, which 
I will be make a career out of it if I enjoy it. Also, I found myself 
interested in lifting and fitness, which I also plan on pursuing 
in the Air Force. Throughout high school, you will lose friends, 
make friends, and then lose some more friends. It is just the 
cold hard truth. The few people who have stuck around are not 
only friends, but brothers. Although high school is different for 
everyone, my experience at Urbana High School will be one to 
remember forever.

LACEY HENDRICKSON
Lacey is the daughter of  Jerry and Alisa 

Hendrickson.  She studied Structural Con-
struction while attending Ohio Hi Point.  
Lacey plans to enter the work force after 
graduation.

DAKOTA HOWER
I have enjoyed a phenomenal four 

years at Urbana High School, aka the 
greatest school on this planet. Going 
through these four years was like being 
on a roller coaster, and I could not have 
made it through them without my friends, 
teachers, and family. I want to thank all of 
my friends. They have helped me enjoy 
playing basketball and coming to school. 
I also want to thank my girlfriend of two 
years, Ivy. She has supported me even in 
my worst situations and always helped me 
become the best I could be. Along with my 
friends that have made a difference in my four years, there are 
many teachers that deserve special thanks in the high school. 
Mr. O’Kane is one; he has helped me learn about the real world 
while having fun. He has a great personality, and he is always 
willing to help people. I cannot thank him enough. I also want 
to thank one of my fifth-grade teachers. I have not seen her in a 
while due to moving, but she helped me in a difficult time in life, 
and her words have followed me through high school. Thank 
you, Ms. Peterson. Saving the best for last, my family has been 
the best to me throughout high school, and they do not get the 
thanks that they deserve. My parents have helped me so much 
by pushing me in every aspect of life, especially my step-mom, 
Grace Hower. All of my siblings need to be thanked, particu-
larly my brother, Grant Hower, a sophomore. Sharing these past 
two years in high school with him have been amazing. I most 
definitely cannot forget about my grandparents who have sup-
ported me in my goals and life. No one can be thanked enough. 
Thank you, UHS.

MALLORY HUTCHINS
Mallory is the daughter of Jim and Angie 

Hutchins.  She plans on attending Capital 
University this fall majoring in Emerging 
Media.  
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CASSIDY JAMES
High school was not what I expected. 

It did not turn out how I wanted, but it 
has shaped me into who I am today, and 
I could not be happier. I decided to push 
myself and take harder classes this year. 
I struggled a lot, but I am proud of the 
outcome. In the fall, I will be attending Ur-
bana University to play soccer and major 
in business, in hopes of owning my own 
graphic design company. I have played 
soccer throughout my school career. Each 
game I have played has been dedicated to 
my grandma, Deedee. She loved watch-
ing me compete, so each time I play, it is as if she is watching 
me. She was my number one supporter, and I am so happy to 
be continuing to play soccer so she can continue to watch me. 
I have also been involved in softball, basketball, French Club, 
stage crew, National Honor Society, and Kindness Club. These 
past four years have provided me with memories I will cherish 
forever, from talking to Mrs. Leonard about our love for cats to 
spending more than half of the day in Mrs. Simpson’s room. My 
favorite memory is finishing my last seasonal soccer game and 
having coach tell us that we were CBC champs. Being on “The 
Wall” meant so much to me and was what I strived for ever since 
I was a freshman. I would like to thank Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Leonard, 
my family, Coaches Deskins and Jackson, Skeet, Mrs. Simpson, 
and Mrs. Evans. A special thanks to my parents for going to ev-
ery game, whether it was raining, snowing, or hot outside. They 
have been there for me whenever I needed them, and I could 
not thank them enough

MAXWELL JENKS
Maxwell is the son of Jason and Jamie 

Jenks.  He studied Multimedia Marketing 
while attending Ohio Hi Point.  

Maxwell is undecided about his future 
plans.

TYLAR JETT
Tylar is the son of Randy and Tamara 

Jett.  He studied Outdoor Careers while at-
tending Ohio Hi Point. Tylar is undecided 
about his future plans.

DESERAE JOHNSON
Senior year came so fast for me. At Ur-

bana High School, I was involved in many 
different activities: volleyball, basketball, 
and track.  I was honored to get the leader-
ship award.  I also participated in DECA, 
which is a business class that was really 
fun. My favorite classes were art and Eng-
lish. After high school, I will attend Central 
State University, which is a HBCU, or histor-
ically black college or university. I plan to 
major in education or fashion design. I am 
excited to see what the world has to offer 
me. I would like to thank my mother and 
father January and Shawn Shaner for pushing me and believing 
in me throughout high school and in all my sports. One thing 
I will remember about UHS is the amazing teachers. They are 
great people to get to know.  I would like to thank Mrs.Getz-
inger, Mr. Swain, Mrs. deNijs, and Mrs.Ridge for believing in me. 
I would also like to thank a dear coach, friend, and mentor Bill 
“Skeeter” Moss. This man pushed me and showed me my role 
in the world, and I am grateful to him.  I would also like to give 
a shout out to my best friend, Ayanna Johnson.  She has been 
with me through all my ups and downs. I want to wish my fellow 
graduates good luck and good-bye.  
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TREVOR JOHNSON
Urbana High School has been a unique 

experience I will always cherish. I have 
participated in many different activities 
throughout high school: soccer, tennis, 
swimming, track, marching band, DECA, 
NHS, quiz team, and musical stage crew. 
Although I may have done some of these 
activities part of my high school career, 
they all taught me invaluable lessons and 
created memories I will never forget. I 
have been accepted into the University of 
Cincinnati, and my major is engineering. 
I would like to thank my math teacher the 
last two years, Mr. Pittsenbarger, for inspiring me to actually like 
math. I was not sure if I could handle taking calculus my senior 
year. Mr. P. encouraged me to take the class, and I am very glad 
I did. Through his class, I now love math, and I am excited about 
math classes I will take in college. Not only that, but it gave 
me the confidence to make my career decision to become an 
engineer. I also want to thank my marketing and DECA teacher, 
Mr. O’Kane, for teaching me so many life skills. I would also like 
to thank my mom for always helping me no matter what and 
always being kind and thoughtful. I want to thank my father for 
always working hard and being able to put a smile on my face 
every day. I would also like to thank my grandparents. They re-
ally are the kindest people you will ever meet. Finally, I want to 
thank all of the teachers I had for challenging me, and I want to 
thank the rest of my family for always supporting me.

JACKSON KARG
No one ever said that high school would 

be easy. High school was the most fun 
and memorable time of my life, and it 
went by too fast. My memories at Urbana 
High will last a lifetime due to the people 
I surrounded myself with such as friends, 
coaches, and teachers. I think my friends 
have had the biggest impact over the last 
four years because they were always there 
for me with constant support and to lend 
me a hand when I really needed one. I also 
want to thank my parents for shaping me 
into the man I am today. If it were not for 
them, I would not be here. I have had many teachers, but none 
like Mr. Mays, who has truly opened my eyes to civil discussions 
focusing on what is wrong in the world.  At the same time, he 
let me form ideas on my own. Whether it was government or 
universal course, Mr. Mays was always ready to help me under-
stand or formulate my own idea about something. He was very 
transparent about his own life and beliefs and that made me 
respect him even more. With all of this taken into consideration, 
these last four years have shown me what it takes to make it in 
the real world.  From not procrastinating to taking responsibility 
for my actions, my high school years have been a blueprint for 
being a successful individual, and I plan on doing just that.

JAMES KARG
I keep telling myself that it is almost 

here, that soon I will be finished with 
high school, but it still seems so unreal 
to me. For the past decade of my life, all 
I have known is the school cycle; nine 
months of forcing myself out of bed every 
morning too early for my liking and then 
three months of staying too shut in for my 
parents’ liking. All of this changes May 19, 
when I will truly be an adult for the first 
time. My parents have always supported 
me throughout my high school career, and 
I am very thankful for the both of them 
despite my lack of a car. I am most thankful for my girlfriend, 
Maya Blankenship, who has been with me throughout all of high 
school. Without her, I would never have come out of the shell I 
created in junior high, and I would not have developed into the 
man I am today. I also cannot forget my other friends, such as 
Isaac Kemp and Elijah Worthington, who are always fun to talk 
to and spend time with, even if Isaac is quick to come down with 
an illness when I stop by. I have to thank Urbana’s McDonald’s 
as well, my first and, so far, only employer, for making me real-
ize just how much I want to work in an office. My current plans 
following high school include attending the University of Akron 
with a major in accounting, as well as the long-term plan of the 
nuclear family. I wish everyone in my class the best of luck with 
their future endeavors, and I hope that the bonds I have created 
over the years will remain long after we walk down the hill.
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ISAAC M. KEMP
There are people who I feel obligated 

to mention as active contributors to my 
sporadic success as both a student and, 
more importantly, a person - some of 
whom deserve commendation and some 
of whom do not. After much debate (not 
really), I will only mention those who I be-
lieve have had the most genuine impact on 
my high school career. First, above all, my 
family has been there for me during the 
most significant ups and downs of these 
past four years:  missing assignments; 
earned A’s; failed tests; completed, quality 
projects. Each project and grade pushed my family to push me 
towards my best. Looking at my GPA, my best obviously was 
not achieved, but it is the thought that counts. Any academic 
deficiencies are likely (though not exclusively) a result of my 
own negligence and notoriously flagrant laziness. Nonetheless, 
I am enormously grateful for my family not washing their hands 
of me and my not-so-industrious antics long ago. It is with the 
greatest amount of love and respect that I thank them for all that 
they have done and all that they will do. Also worth mentioning 
are the numerous (so very numerous ((basically all of them, re-
ally)) teachers that have stuck with me even when I did not stick 
with them - them being their assignments. Among that innumer-
able list, two stand out: Mrs. deNijs, an outstanding teacher who 
gets more criticism than she deserves, and Mrs. Padilla, who is a 
sincerely good person who inspired me to be better. There are 
a lot of other people I could have recognized, but there is also 
an imminent word limit, so here is an inadequate list of honor-
able mentions: My clique (You know who you are), distant family 
members, family friends, and a lot of others.

SARAH KEMP
I have had an amazing time at UHS. I 

have made and kept so many incredible 
friends. I participated in marching band 
and pep band, and I loved learning about 
history. I love to read and play and march 
in the band. I will remember the friends 
that I have made and, hopefully, what I 
have learned in my classes. I have no idea 
what I am doing for college, but I do know 
that I will keep working at the library. 
Thank you to my parents for loving me 
and pushing me to be my best. Thank you 
to my friends for staying by my side no 
matter what.

CORTNEY KISER
Unsure of what senior year would hold, 

I was not expecting to be so torn about 
leaving Urbana. Experiencing all of “the 
lasts” this year has been difficult to accept. 
Although high school has held so many 
wonderful memories, there have always 
been obstacles to overcome along the 
way. High school has helped me realize 
how much I am capable of achieving.  I 
have participated in cheerleader all four 
years, including football, basketball, and 
competition cheer. I was awarded the First 
Team All CBC Award this past fall. I have 
also been involved in student council all four years, earning the 
privilege of being the president my senior year. I served as a 
proud member of National Honor Society my junior and senior 
year. I have also been involved in the winter show choir and 
spring musical.  Being such an involved student has helped me 
become more outgoing and meet so many people that I hope to 
stay in contact with after graduation.  I would like to thank Rusty 
Myers for boosting my confidence, Leigh-Ann Simpson for 
breaking me out of my shell, Katie Miller and Valerie Leonard 
for listening to all of my many problems, Ellen Westerman for 
being sarcastic and making me laugh every morning, and to 
all of my friends for letting me be my true self. Last but most 
importantly, I want to thank my family for supporting me in all 
of my extracurriculars, as well as all of my future endeavors. 
This fall I plan to attend Ohio Northern University with a double 
major in criminology and psychology. I wish the very best to the 
Class of 2018 and all the UHS students as they complete their 
high school career. 
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JASE KNUTSON
I have only gone to Urbana for one year, 

as I spent most of my school years going 
to Marysville before I moved. Urbana has, 
no doubt, been a great way to end my high 
school career. This year I have made new 
friends and great memories with every 
day bringing something new to look back 
on. I participated in DECA, which was, 
in fact, a great time, especially when we 
went to see a Blue Jackets game. DECA 
has helped me to prepare for my next step 
as I move forward into my future career. I 
was surprised when I received an award 
this year for my hard work ethic, which made me very happy 
to know that my work does pay off as a student and the school 
staff notices when a student strives hard at school. I would like 
to thank my parents and grandparents for all the motivation to 
keep moving forward and always supporting my ever-changing 
dreams. My plan is to go to college to pursue the vastly growing 
field of drones and aviation. Lastly, I would like to thank all the 
teachers and new friends who have made this year such a great 
year. I wish everyone good luck in what they hope to get out of 
life; thank you, Urbana.

MIRANDA NICOLE LAYNE
In the course of time that I have been in 

high school, I have always wanted to fast 
forward to graduation. I am very excited 
to leave Urbana and move on to the next 
chapter of my life. I was very honored to 
be accepted into National Honor Society 
and continue my work with community 
service opportunities. I want to thank my 
family and friends for always pushing 
me to be my best and keeping my head 
on straight. Also, I would like to thank the 
teachers, like Mr. Mays, Mrs. Moore, and 
Mrs. deNijs, who showed me that they 
really care about students not only passing their class,  but 
becoming successful in life as well. High school has taught me 
a lot over the past four years. The biggest lesson I have learned 
is that there is life after high school. You will make new friends, 
you will experience new things, and most importantly you will 
have bigger issues in life than the very small ones you encoun-
ter during your high school years. High school has taught me to 
keep moving forward and overcome any obstacle thrown at me. 
Now that high school is officially over, it is time for us all to move 
onto bigger and better things. I plan to start at Clark State in the 
fall, but my major is currently undecided. 
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KIMBERLY LEBO
My name is Kimberly Lebo, and my 

parents are James and Katina Lebo. I 
am thankful for my teachers, coaches, 
interpreter, sisters, and friends. They 
encouraged me to do homework, talk with 
friends aside from my interpreter, and get 
involved activities. I enjoyed reading the 
books that my English teacher gave me 
as well. I also enjoyed playing sports with 
my friends and my coaches. My parents 
are always there for me when I have a 
hard time with school. I would not be able 
to finish school this year without them 
pushing me to graduate. I am happy to be like my sisters and 
graduate from here. UHS is everything to me, and I realize how it 
was the best school I have been in. A quote for underclassmen, 
“Isn’t it funny how day by day nothing changes but when you 
look back, everything is different,” C.S. Lewis. I’ll miss everyone. 
I am planning to get job before graduation. After graduation, I 
also thinking of going to college in two years. Congratulations, 
Class of 2018!

KYLER LEMIEUX
As a student at Urbana High School, I 

have learned many things--everything 
from the life lessons hidden in Shake-
speare’s plays to how to calculate the 
angular momentum of an object flying 
northwest at 459 km/s. All good skills and 
lessons to have. Although difficult, high 
school has helped me figure out who I am 
as well as what I plan to do in the future. 
I would like to thank my French teacher, 
Madame Padilla, for always helping me 
learn and seeing things through until 
the end. I would like to thank my band 
director, Mr. David M. Sapp, for helping me get through my high 
school days with both laughter and fun.  I would like to thank 
Jazzy Jeff the Janitor for always making sure that everyone has 
what they need and keeping everything clean. I am the son of 
Sasha Rector and Scott LeMieux. In the future, I plan to attend 
Urbana University and play soccer while majoring in exercise 
science. 
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BRADY LEWIS
My years of high school were rough 

at the start.  As a freshman, I did not take 
school as seriously as most people would 
have.  High school was too overwhelm-
ing, and I failed to exceed my standards 
of a quality grade in nearly every class.  
The tables turned when I found passion 
in learning new material that could use to 
better myself in life.  Most people would 
have given up on school and tried some-
thing new; however, I worked diligently 
toward my schoolwork to expand the 
knowledge of academics and life lessons.  
By senior year, I became a member of the National Honor So-
ciety and managed the title of Chaplain for the UHS Choir.  My 
studies, with the help of my teachers and family members, grew 
exponentially.  My schedule for senior year consists of pre-
calculus, CCP English, physics, and Spanish IV, which are the 
most difficult classes I have taken in high school.  Each of these 
courses urges me to always strive for hard work and leader-
ship for not just high school, but for college and years to come.  
Through all four years of high school, my mother, father, and 
brother have always pushed me to be the best person that I can 
be morally and academically.  After high school, I plan to attend 
The Ohio State University to major in computer engineering.  I 
have faith in my teachers’ lessons and will apply this knowledge 
to any class in college.  High school is supposed to be the “easi-
est” part of life, but life is not simple and nothing is guaranteed.  
When I receive my diploma from Urbana High School, I will 
be grateful to anyone and everyone that helped me during the 
greatest chapter that life has to offer.

KIRSTIN RENEE LEWIS
Four years of high school have flown by. 

A series of long days have accumulated 
over a short four years. Throughout high 
school, I have attended three schools and 
spent only two years at Urbana. During 
my time at Urbana, I have participated 
in many extracurricular activities. These 
activities range from student council to 
FFA to National Honor Society to Kindness 
Club. As a underclassman, I participated 
in many sports including cross country, 
track, softball, and soccer. All of these 
activities have built my character, produc-
ing a more dependable, reliable, and courageous leader.  High 
school has been full of ups and downs, but I have accomplished 
many of my dreams, the most important of which being accept-
ed to college. In the fall, I plan to attend Kent State University 
to study in the pre-dental program. Becoming an orthodontist 
has been my goal since I had my braces taken off. I want to 
awaken confidence in others by giving them the smile they 
have always wanted. I owe my success to many people.  I will 
start by thanking my family and friends for encouraging me to 
live my dreams. I also have no greater gratitude than I have for 
Mrs. Amanda Goodwin. If I ever need anything, she is always 
willing to share her guidance. She has been my inspiration 
throughout my journey to furthering my education. Being a Kent 
State graduate herself, I cannot wait to walk in her footsteps and 
become the newest Golden Flash!

ALEX LOHNES
High school was a learning experience; 

it taught me to never get behind on school 
work, not to be afraid to stand out, and to 
always have an open mind about things. 
Over the past four years, I have played 
football, basketball, and track. My sopho-
more year I got my varsity letter in track 
and football. My future plan is to either go 
find work or go to school to become a full-
time barber. The teacher I would like to 
thank the most for pushing me towards my 
goal is Mrs. deNijs for always telling me to 
get my work done or get back on task. This 
forced me to do my work not only in her class, but every other 
class too. Basketball was a good influence on me; in fact, every 
sport I was in helped me in a way. I would like to also thank Mr. 
Moss for always believing in me and never giving up on me. 
Junior year would by far be the hardest year of high school. On 
September 9, I lost my mother.  Walking in and seeing her body 
changed my life for good, but I finished school still. I would like 
to thank all the coaches that pushed me and helped me along 
the way. I am thankful for the experiences and memories I have 
had at UHS.
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TAJE MACK
I have been attending Urbana City 

Schools since kindergarten. It is abso-
lutely crazy to think that in less than two 
months I will be walking down that hill. It 
seems like just yesterday I was a freshman 
watching the seniors graduate, and now it 
is me. It is my turn to walk down the hill, 
and it almost seems impossible. Looking 
back on my high school years, I was in-
volved in varsity soccer and cheerleading 
all four years, and track for three.  I want 
to say thank you to my coaches Brandon 
Deskins, Lance Jackson, Jenny Payne, and 
Mike Mays. I am also involved in non-athletic activities: Na-
tional Honor Society, class officers, Freshman Focus, and DECA. 
Throughout my involvement in these activities, I have made 
memories and bonds with people I would have never met other-
wise. Along with the memories I made from my involvement, my 
most memorable moment in high school was winning home-
coming queen. This was such an amazing, unexpected experi-
ence that I will never forget. I want to thank the student body 
for making this experience possible. In general, I want to thank 
Becky Evans, Valerie Leonard, Katie deNijs, Chris Lightle, Aaron 
Pittsenbarger, and Ellen Westerman for impacting my life in 
numerous ways. Lastly, I want to thank my mother for raising me 
to be the person I am today. After high school, I plan to attend 
Wright State University and major in nursing to become a nurse 
practitioner. Finally, my advice to incoming freshman would be 
to get as involved as possible. Getting involved in Urbana High 
School opens up plenty of opportunities and potentially pays off 
when it comes time to apply for college. 

ELY LOUCK OLIVIA MICHELE MAURICE
Throughout these twelve years school 

have been a struggle, but every year I 
have chosen to grind it out. High school is 
the best and worst times, and you struggle 
and go through so much, but you make so 
many memories that you will remember 
for a lifetime. It feels like yesterday I was a 
freshman walking down the hill on Friday 
night, and now I am a senior. Football may 
be over, but I still have one more time to 
walk down the hill. Urbana gives stu-
dents many opportunities, and it is filled 
with inspiring teachers that will help you 
out. UHS is one of a kind. I would like to thank Ms. E, Mr. Mays, 
Mr. Swain and many other teachers for support and guidance 
throughout high school. I am glad to graduate from Urbana 
High School. I will continue my education at Clark State Com-
munity College and study criminal justice. I would like to enter 
the workforce as a police officer soon after I get my degree in 
college.

As my time at Urbana High School 
comes to an end, I now realize the activi-
ties I participated in for the past four years 
are coming to an end. Throughout my four 
years in high school, I have participated in 
FFA, 4-H, National Honor Society, Cham-
paign County Junior Fairboard, and so 
much more. So many people have helped 
me along my journey, and I wish to take 
a second to recognize them. The first set 
of people I would like to thank are my 
parents because they stood by me through 
literally everything. They helped with school work, my 4-H 
animals, the FFA functions, and so much more. The next group I 
wish to thank would be all my 4-H advisors because they intro-
duced me to agriculture. Agriculture plays a huge role in my life 
today, and without it, I would be a clueless member of society, 
hidden behind a closed door of fake marketing and activists. I 
would like to thank the Class of 2018 for being a good class to 
grow up with and finally graduate with. Finally, I wish to thank 
Steve Wilhelm and Mallory Zachrich, Urbana FFA Advisors, for 
the countless hours spent together and the memories that I will 
forever cherish. All the people listed went above and beyond to 
shape my character and also influence my future career. After 
high school, I will be attending The Ohio State University ATI, 
and major in agri-science education. 
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ASHLEY MCFARLAND
I often find myself reminiscing about 

my freshman year in art. The connected 
art rooms felt like a maze, and they were 
crowded with upperclassmen. Often times, 
I was too timid to ask for help or even get 
up from my seat, but now it feels like a sec-
ond home. Mr. Simpson taught my father, 
but Mrs. Simpson mothered me. She trea-
sured my talent, encouraged me to use my 
skill, but most importantly, she lent me an 
ear when I needed it the most. High school 
was often distressing. I always knew there 
would be a moment of peace every day 
within Mrs. Simpson’s classroom. I grew more comfortable with 
my skills as an artist as well as my skills as a person within this 
safe place. Now I share my achievements with Mrs. Simpson. I 
tell her about my life outside school, which is sometimes hectic, 
sometimes happy. I have come a long way from the fearful 
freshman I once was to a confident senior I am today, and Mrs.  
Simpson has been there every day. 

AUBREY MERRIMAN
I want to thank my friends for getting 

me through this year. I will be glad to 
leave it behind, but it will not be a year 
I will forget. I look forward to the future 
and being able to sleep in past six in the 
morning. 
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CAMERON MERRIMAN
My time at Urbana High School has 

transformed me into a blossoming and 
resilient young woman. Three years ago, 
when I moved from Kenton Ridge, a big 
city school, to Urbana, home of the Hill-
climbers, I saw myself transform amongst 
an atmosphere of people who truly cared 
for me. Not only were my teachers flex-
ible and my friends supportive, but when 
I basically shredded my knee in my 
senior year of soccer and missed nearly 
the whole first semester, I began to real-
ize that I missed waking up at 6:00 AM 
every morning to make it to NHS meetings or Freshman Focus. I 
missed seeing the smiling faces of my guidance and attendance 
ladies. Back in those early months, I got just a small glimpse of 
what it would be like to say goodbye to the school on the Hill, 
and now that the moment is basically staring me in the face, I 
just cannot grasp the concept of letting go. 

ALEX MORROW
Thank you to all my friends who have 

been with me along the way. Most of my 
best memories have been with my best 
friends. I also want to thank all my teach-
ers for believing in me and pushing me. I 
want to say a special thanks to Mrs. deNijs 
for pushing me this last year of school and 
believing in me to help me get through 
senior year. Thank you to my parents who 
have always been there for me. Even 
though we do not get along all the time, 
they still mean so much to me, and I could 
not be any more thankful for what they 
have done for me. I would not be where I am today if it was not 
for the people that have been in my life. Lastly, I want to thank 
all the people who have doubted me along the way because you 
have just motivated me to do better and try harder. 

This journey through school has had its ups and downs, 
but I am thankful that my close friends, parents, and teachers 
have pushed me to get through it. I will be starting my new 
life--hopefully the best part of my life so far. I plan to join the 
workforce or the military and begin to travel. Again, I just want 
to thank everybody that has had an influence in my life because 
I would not be where I am today, and I would not have the op-
portunities that I have without you.

OWEN MOYER
Graduating high school is a big mile-

stone. It is crazy to think that once we walk 
down the hill, we will be done. These past 
thirteen years of school have shaped us 
into the people we are today. Once we 
walk down the hill, we can begin our new 
journey; the start of my journey will begin 
with going to college. Once college is 
over, I will pursue a career. The biggest 
thing that I have learned through my high 
school career is hard work. I have learned 
that I will get nowhere in life without work-
ing hard. The biggest thing I struggled 
with in my early years was procrastination. I would literally wait 
until the last second to do a project, and then I would wind up 
with a bad grade. After realizing that I always did poorly on 
these projects, I learned that I needed to work harder and get 
things done on time. Now, I find myself wanting to get a project 
done a couple days early, which is a huge improvement for me. 
I would like to thank my parents and all the staff at UHS for mak-
ing the best of my high school career and helping me become 
the person I am today. Not only has the staff helped me become 
the person I am, but they have taught me how essential hard 
work is. Finally, I would like to say that high school has been 
a great experience filled with many memories. Everyone was 
right--high school flies by, and before you know it, it is over.
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JONATHON D. NELSON
During my time at UHS, I have witnessed 

the development of everyone around me; 
they all have discovered their passions 
and have begun the long, arduous task of 
pursuing their dreams. These last couple 
of years, it has felt as if I had fallen behind 
them. Most of my fellow classmates will 
probably not understand how I can say 
that since I was always excelled academi-
cally. However, for me, the bigger picture 
has always been something that has 
not been a concern, and this created a 
monotonous structure for my life. I simply 
addressed whatever issues where directly at hand, never going 
out of my way to do anything beyond the requirements. This 
all changed in my junior and senior years. Under the guidance 
of Mr. Pittsenbarger and Mrs. deNijs, I have been able to look 
towards the future and even began to explore future careers. Mr. 
Pittsenbarger has always considered the future of his students 
and has always been willing to answer questions on topics rang-
ing from the math he teaches to advice on how to approach col-
lege to the job market. Mrs. deNijs, on the other hand, makes a 
point in her class to teach her students how to deal with the real 
world with assignments that are designed to push the boundar-
ies of students’ comfort zones by exposing them to a higher set 
of expectations and projects that require students to become in-
volved in the world around them. These two teachers represent 
the pinnacle of the impact that UHS has on us students, and they 
are the reason that I can confidently stand beside my classmates 
as we jump into the abyss of our future lives. 

JORDAN NORRIS
As senior year starts to come to an end, 

emotions begin to stir. Things are about 
to get real, as many of us will be out on 
our own. Although I am more than ex-
cited for the next chapter in my life, I can 
gladly say I am thankful for all the friend-
ships and memories UHS has given me. 
Throughout high school, I was involved 
in DECA, track, and soccer, where I was 
named captain my senior year. I would 
like to thank my soccer coaches, Dylan 
Walker and Zach Stacy, along with track 
coaches, Mr. Cotner and Mr. Mays. These 
four men taught me many life lessons that will stick with me 
forever. The extracurricular experiences are what I will miss the 
most about high school. I would also like to thank Mrs. deNijs 
for having such high expectations for me. She really made me 
aware of my full potential that I had in the classroom. Last, but 
not least, I would like to thank my family, my grandparents, and 
most importantly, my mother, for always supporting me and 
leading me in the right direction. This fall I plan to attend Ohio 
Dominican University and major in sports management, with the 
goal of becoming an athletic director.  It was an honor to be be 
able to attend and graduate from Urbana High School. To all the 
incoming freshman, my tip to you is to be involved. Play a sport, 
join DECA, you will make so many amazing memories, whether 
it is winning a CBC championship, or qualifying for state DECA. 
Have fun while you can because before you know it, you will be 
the one getting ready to walk down that hill! Finally, to the Class 
of 2018, I am proud to call you guys my classmates. We did it!
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PARKER GLENN OGLESBEE
First and foremost, I would like to thank 

Mrs. deNijs for being compassionate and 
understanding while helping me through 
my senior year of high school. Secondly, 
I would like to thank Mr. Sapp for provid-
ing me with ample life advice and guid-
ance on my journey through the last four 
years of my life. Likewise, I would like to 
thank my immediate family for pushing 
me to succeed in my academic career. I 
would like to personally thank my mother, 
Brandy Oglesbee, for helping me with 
my academic work whenever a problem 
arose. I truly believe my experience at Urbana High School has 
been one of the best a student could ask for. Full of help and 
friendship, I feel right at home in the castle.  With the opening of 
the newly constructed high school, I am optimistic for the next 
generation of Hillclimbers. To sum up my time at Urbana High 
School, I would say it was an overly positive experience that has 
prepared me for furthering my education in the field of interna-
tional business. Looking back, I would personally like to thank 
all of the faculty and staff at Urbana High School for allowing me 
to receive a great education and building relationships for the 
rest of my life!

BAYLEE ORME
I have learned so much throughout my 

four years at Urbana High School. I have 
also had the opportunity to meet some 
pretty amazing people, both peers and 
teachers. Mr. Mays, my American govern-
ment and universal studies teacher, has 
impacted my learning and experience the 
most. I knew I could always go to him for 
guidance whether it was helping me reg-
ister to vote, discussing what we had for 
lunch that day, or getting help for the next 
upcoming government test. Soccer played 
an important role in my high school 
career.  Even though I only played my junior and senior year, I 
got the chance to get to know some pretty awesome girls. Even 
though I ended my senior season with a cool new metal plate 
for a collarbone and a sweet sling, I ended with even better 
memories, and I owe that to my coaches and teammates. As this 
school year draws to an end, and we all start on our own unique 
paths, I will miss the many smiling faces of UHS. Whether it be 
the cheerful good mornings of Mrs. Simpson and Mr. Myers as I 
make my way to my first period class or the daily conversation 
I have with Jazzy Jeff as I eat my breakfast. I just hope I can have 
the same impact on student’s lives as I myself start my jour-
ney into early education. With that I would like to thank every 
teacher who has helped me get where I am today, my parents 
for caring for me these past eighteen years, and all the friends 
who have stuck by my side. Finally, I want to wish every student 
in the Class of 2018 good luck on their journey!

MAGDALINE PERRY
Reminiscing on my four years of high 

school, I have come to the conclusion it is 
practically impossible to sum up the many 
great things I have been a part of. During 
my time at UHS, I was a four year member 
of the varsity soccer and swim teams. My 
senior year I decided to step outside my 
comfort zone and fill the kicker position 
on the varsity football team. Aside from 
athletics, I was a part of the National Honor 
Society, a freshman focus mentor, and an 
active member of the FFA Chapter. Fortu-
nately, my hard work in the classroom as 
well as on the field and in the pool has paid off. I received many 
awards for my academic and athletic success all four years. 
Looking back, I realize I would not have been as successful as I 
was if it was not for the many coaches, teachers, and teammates 
who always pushed me to my fullest potential. I owe a large 
amount of gratitude to my parents, sister, and grandparents for 
always believing in me, pushing me to fullest potential, and, 
most importantly, being my biggest supporters. I would not be 
the successful person I am today if it was not for them. I would 
also like to thank the Champaign County Sheriff’s Office for al-
lowing me the opportunity to spend my afternoons of my senior 
year working alongside them. As for the next chapter of my life, 
I will be continuing my academic and swimming career at Ur-
bana University. I will major in criminal justice, with the goals of 
graduating with my bachelor’s degree. Post college graduation, 
I plan to enter the field of law enforcement where I will serve 
and protect this community. 

ERIC PETERS, JR
Eric is the son of Eric and Paulette 

Peters.  He plans to pursue a career in 
profession skate boarding.
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RACHEL PICKERING
Learning another language is embrac-

ing another culture. Four years of learning 
and embracing French was not enough for 
me. Thanks to Madame, I am now going to 
major in French, so I can continue to learn 
more about French culture. High school 
taught me so many things, but the majority 
of those things took place my senior year. 
As I stand around people I have known 
since elementary school, knowing I will 
not be around all my friends and peers 
next year, it saddens me but also makes 
me excited to go out and meet new people 
and to see the world.  Being a student at Urbana has taught me 
to expect the best out of myself; saying, “Oh well, good enough” 
will not fly here. You have to challenge yourself to be successful. 
I have surrounded myself with people who constantly push me 
to be my best. Skeet was my biggest supporter; he expected 
nothing but my best. There are not enough words to say how 
thankful I am that I knew Skeet for as long as I did. I would not 
be the person I am without him. I would like to give a special 
thanks to my family, but especially my parents and grandpar-
ents for coming to everything I was a part of. You guys have kept 
my head level and have helped me keep focused on the end 
goal, graduation. I would also like to give a special shout out to 
Ms. Michael; she puts up with me not just in the classroom, but 
in all three sports I do. I know I would not push myself as hard 
as I if she was not my coach, and I am going to miss her so much 
next year. 

LOGAN POWELL
I grew up not knowing self-love, I 

became selfish, ungrateful. I was the kid 
who wanted what every other kid had. As I 
grew, I focused more on my looks; I put all 
my time and energy into pretending I was 
someone that I wasn’t. It was not until my 
sophomore year I realized how unhappy 
I was. I was going nowhere with my life. 
I focused on the now and how others 
thought of me. It seemed like my life kept 
going downhill. It was then that I realized 
that God was always there. He watched 
me grow, and he knew I had to go through 
my worst to find my best. Once I took a step back from the 
world around me, I could see how foolish I was. There is more 
to life then what is around you. As I went into my senior year, I 
completely changed. I did not try to impress everyone; I did not 
walk around like I was better than everyone. I just did my own 
thing. I had a different view of the world. I thought I understood 
it all, and that it would all be okay. I thought that I could do it all 
on my own. That was not the case. I now know that I cannot do 
it all on my own. I was always scared to admit that I could use a 
helping hand. I want to thank most of all Mrs. deNijs for notic-
ing I needed help. I was hard-headed and still am, but no matter 
what, she made sure that I stayed on the right track. It blows 
me away how she believed in me, not only me, but in all of her 
students. The amount of effort she puts into making sure all of 
us perform at our best and making us accomplish things that we 
thought we couldn’t. You just have to trust her.
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HALEY QUESINBERRY
My time at Urbana City Schools has 

seemed very short.  Out of all the classes 
I have been through and teachers I have 
met, I would have to say that Mr. Baum-
gardner is my favorite teacher.  Although 
he is no longer at our school, he made a 
huge impact on my high school career.  
He mentored me more than any teacher I 
have ever had and truly led me to the suc-
cess I am now going to reach.  High school 
has really taught me to be myself; I have 
grown to not care what anyone has to say 
about me, which I feel like is an important 
factor to take away from high school.  No matter what people 
think, everyone should feel comfortable to be themselves.  I 
have learned a lot of lessons from high school that have led me 
to be more independent.  My future plans are to go to Clark 
State for social work, get my license through the state, and work 
in domestic violence.  I want to work for a company like Project 
Women to help innocent women escape domestic violence.  
Domestic violence is something that is way too common in this 
world--I want to help people affected by it.  I would like to thank 
my mom and dad for always being there for me when I needed 
it. High school is not easy.  There are a lot of ups and downs and 
lessons to be learned.  I am very blessed to have parents that 
make sure I have what I need, give me endless love, and have 
my back no matter what life throws my way.

KELSEY QUICKLE
Kelsey is the daughter of Kimberly New.  

She plans to enter the workforce after 
graduations.

AUSTIN RADER
As the end of senior year is approaching, 

I really have no idea how to feel about the 
change. Growing up has to be one of the 
hardest things to do, but high school has 
taught me I am not able to stay young for-
ever. These last four years have impacted 
me greatly, some of the time positively, and 
other moments negatively, but I would not 
have had it any other way. I have had the 
chance to create so many unforgettable 
memories at Urbana High School, whether 
it was being on the baseball diamond or 
in the classroom with my teachers and 
classmates. My friends kept me motivated the most through-
out my high school career. As high school continued, however, 
I became much more self-reliant. I was able to learn how to 
become self-sufficient, especially when it came to entering the 
real world. Over the past four years of school, I have learned 
that procrastination is definitely NOT the best policy. A great 
example of that would be right now, for instance. I am sitting 
here, fifty-six minutes after the deadline for this senior tribute, 
scrambling to get it done. It is a work in progress,  but improv-
ing at not putting things off for an extended period of time is 
something I will still be working on in the future. Until recently, 
nothing really seemed interesting to me.  That was until I finally 
took a step back and started thinking about my future. I’ve be-
come increasingly excited thinking of the opportunities waiting 
for me as I enter the next step in my life in college and the new 
experiences that have yet to happen. Thank you, Urbana, and 
thank you to all that have been a part of my high school career.
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LUIS RAMIREZ
My time at Urbana High School has 

been great; I have made some pretty good 
memories over the past four years. UHS 
might not have had the nicest or the new-
est school buildings, but the teachers and 
students have definitely made it amazing. 
Over the years, I have met some pretty 
cool people, and I have made some really 
good friendships here as well. During my 
time at UHS, I have participated in differ-
ent extracurricular activities. That includes 
playing four years of football, three years 
of wrestling, and three years of baseball. In 
my four years of high school sports, I have earned seven varsity 
letters. In my senior year, I earned second-team CBC in football, 
and I was also a district qualifier in wrestling.  I also participated 
in DECA in my senior year. In DECA, my team got first in our 
districts and qualified for State. My favorite class was one that 
UHS no longer offers, video productions. I will remember a lot 
from my time at UHS, but the thing I will remember the most 
is the tradition. Tradition is everything at UHS and that is what 
makes it so special. My future plans include attending Otterbein 
University and majoring in business. I will also play football. 
I thank every single UHS teacher, staff member, and students 
that have helped me throughout high school. Most importantly, I 
want to give a big thank you to my mom and dad for always be-
ing there for me and supporting me through everything.

BAILEY RAMSEY
School at UHS might not have been the 

best experience, but it is one I will remem-
ber. I never really liked school itself, but 
I did like coming every day to have a fun 
experience with all of my friends and 
some pretty awesome teachers. My favor-
ite teacher, even though I did not actually 
have her as a teacher in class, was Mrs. 
Entsminger, who was always there to help 
me when I needed it most. If I was having 
a hard time with school work, she would 
help me. If I just wanted to go up to her 
room and talk and get through some of the 
day, she was there. I will never forget all the good times I had 
with my friends, just hanging out playing some video games or 
going out and doing something fun and crazy. I will also remem-
ber playing varsity baseball. My favorite thing about baseball is 
just having a good time with the team playing the sport we love. 

I wish it was not coming to an end, although I am ready to see 
what my future will be like. After school, I plan on becoming a 
corrections officer until I am twenty-one years old; at that point, 
I want to become a police officer, start the rest of my life, and 
hope to become successful at whatever it is I might be doing in 
the future. Finally, I want to thank all of my family, friends, teach-
ers, and coaches for always being there for me and teaching me 
how to grow up into a successful, respectful adult, and getting 
me through some of the hardest times of my life. You are the 
ones I will always be able to think back on to thank for every-
thing you have done for me. 



URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2018    31

ALEXIS REYES
The best decision I made my whole high 

school career was choosing to attend Ur-
bana High School. Coming from Greenon, 
a district that I had been a part of since 
I was eight, the most common question I 
am asked, “Why Urbana?” The question 
used to throw me off.  Why not Urbana? 
Attending this high school, I have found 
better friends, better opportunities, and 
a better environment. If I had the option, I 
would have attended Urbana City Schools 
starting my freshman year. My mind was 
made after playing my first season of AAU 
with a group of extraordinary girls that are still good friends 
today. Being eighteen, I was finally able to make that happen 
this school year. While high school in general has its challenges, 
and Urbana has been much more  strict than my old school, I 
wouldn’t trade this year for the world. Everyone here has been 
so accepting and welcomed me with open arms. My first weeks 
here I was asked to football games, rooted for during my very 
short basketball season, and made more friends than I can 
count. I have come to appreciate the structure, organization, and 
non-politicized nature of the district. As my senior year comes 
to a close, I would like to say farewell to everyone and a big 
thanks to the Urbana students and staff that turned this place 
into a home for me. You have truly touched my heart and life in 
ways you will never understand.  Go Hillclimbers!

EMMA RICKETT
In my years at Urbana High School, I 

grew as a student and as a person. The 
teachers I have had saw my potential to 
grow and gradually made me into the 
young woman I am. I also owe my growth 
to all my coaches who worked with me 
and taught me how to be a factor in the 
greater good. Athletics at Urbana have 
generated some of my favorite memories 
and friendships. Swimming has been my 
greatest sense of happiness- winning MVP 
my freshman and senior years, all the 
friends, and all the lessons. I would not be 
the person I am today without this sport.

My senior year of swimming was my tenth year as a swim-
mer. I was burnt out and ready to quit, but I was eager to see 
the style of the new coach. This past season of swimming has 
sparked my love for the sport all over again, and I owe it to the 
coaching style of Mrs. Menchhofer, or Menchie as her kids call 
her. Menchie is very young, but she has taught me more about 
the importance of being genuine and unapologetically yourself 
than anyone I know, which is the most important lesson I have 
learned in school.  I would of course like to thank my mom and 
dad for constantly reminding me how proud they are of me but 
also constantly wanting the best for me. They have worked so 
hard to make sure I am happy and the greatest version of my-
self. I cannot say enough good things about their efforts. Mom 
and Dad, I promise I appreciate it.

I am excited to be attending Ohio University in the fall.
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MEGAN RIDDER 
Although my time at Urbana High 

School seems so short, the abundance of 
memories I have made will last forever. 
Through my time at UHS, I was involved 
in volleyball, basketball cheerleading, 
competition cheerleading, musical, Fresh-
man Focus, National Honor Society, and 
class officers. The activities never seemed 
to end. Constantly being busy has helped 
me become the responsible and inde-
pendent person I am today. It has taught 
me how to manage my time and prioritize 
between assignments, sports, activities, 
friends, and work. None of these elements of high school would 
have been complete without the company of my classmates. 
UHS is a small school, and because of this, we have all became 
a big family. I am going to miss all of the people that I have 
gone to school with all these years. I would like to thank my 
mom and family for always supporting me in everything I want 
to do. Without my support system, I would not have felt confi-
dent enough to continue trying a variety of activities. I would 
also like to show my appreciation to all of my teachers and 
coaches who made me the student and athlete I am today, Katie 
Miller, Jenny Payne, Chris Lightle, Holly Lewis, and Leigh Anne 
Simpson to name a few. These individuals helped me achieve 
my goals and pursue a future career in health science at Ohio 
University. I am excited to start this new chapter in my life after 
walking down the hill. I will always be thankful for the opportu-
nities I have received here, at Urbana High School, to help me 
succeed later in life. 

LOGAN ROONEY
As I look back at the four years I have 

spent in this school, it would be impos-
sible to sum up the number of great things 
I have been a part of. The time my peers 
and I have spent together has created 
memories that will be with me throughout 
my entire life. I am excited to see what my 
future holds, but I will miss everything I 
have accomplished while in high school. 
I have been a part of the football, base-
ball, and basketball teams all four years. I 
have exceeded any expectations I had for 
myself and created countless bonds with 
coaches, teammates, and other mentors. I have also excelled in 
the classroom during my time in high school. My willingness 
to try new things and be the best at anything I do have pushed 
me to the successful level I am currently at. This journey has 
certainly not been a lonely one. I would like to thank my family, 
friends, coaches, teachers, mentors, and anyone else who has 
been with me and pushed me to become the man I am today 
for the last four years. For my next chapter of life, I will study 
athletic training at a four-year school in hopes of becoming a 
trainer in the future. Urbana will always have a special place in 
my heart. No matter where I am or what I am doing, I know that 
Urbana is the place I will be proud to call my hometown. I will 
be forever grateful to have grown up with such a great atmo-
sphere of people. Thank you, Urbana, and thank you to all of the 
people who have been a part of my journey. 
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ADDISON L. ROPP 
As the last four years have gone by I was 

always a Hillclimber but as my junior year 
approached, I decided to start pursuing 
my dreams and attended, Ohio Hi-Point 
for the Allied Health and Nursing pro-
gram. Although I decided to go to Ohio 
Hi-Point for my junior and senior year, I 
am forever and always a Hillclimber. Since 
I have attended Hi-Point, my extracur-
ricular activities have included student 
council, student ambassador and HOSA. 
Even at UHS, I was involved in softball and 
FFA. Going to Hi-Point has given me the 
opportunity to get a head start on my future of being a health-
care provider.  As we walk down the hill that we climbed for 
the past four years, we have to begin to say our goodbyes. As 
students we said goodbye to the student section, senior night, 
and our last first day of high school along with homecomings 
and prom. We will forever cherish the memories that we have 
made at Urbana High. I would like to take a moment to thank all 
of those who have helped me over the last four years. The first 
person I would like to thank is my grandpa Tony Justice; he was 
a big reason that I chose to go to Hi-Point because he always 
told me to follow my dreams. Even though he is not here, I hope 
I made him proud. Then there’s my sister Loren Ropp; she has 
always pushed me to do my best, and she has been my biggest 
supporter. Last, but not least, is my mother Amy Stone; she has 
spent the last couple of years helping me when I had to stay up 
until 3:00 AM working on a paper and when I am stressing out 
over a project. These three people have made such an impact 
on my life, and I can’t even begin to thank them enough. 

SIERRA ROSS
Sierra is the daughter of Kenny and 

Melissa Ross.  She plans to attend Xavier 
University in the fall and major in Biomed-
ical Science.
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CHAD SHUSTER
I would like to start off by saying I am 

lucky to be a Hillclimber. I did not grow 
up as a Hillclimber because I went to 
Anna High School until my family moved 
to Urbana. I dreaded going to Urbana 
at first because I did not want to leave a 
school I was at my whole life. Staying posi-
tive, I tackled the new school, and what I 
discovered was amazing. I met a bunch 
of amazing people, and I started to enjoy 
school for the first time. I had never been 
academically inclined, but at Urbana I 
have tried my absolute hardest. I would 
like to thank my parents for doing everything they could to give 
me a great life. The last couple years have been the toughest of 
my life, but being able to get away from everything at school 
helped me through it all. Urbana teachers and staff have helped 
me as well. I would like to thank Mr. Pittsenbarger for always 
pushing me. He is always positive, and I can go to him for any-
thing. Second, I would like to thank Mrs. Moore. Although I have 
never been a part of her class, she taught me so much about life 
outside high school. She is very understanding, and I can go to 
her for anything. I will never forget about my high school years, 
but I am very excited for my future. 

SYDNI SMITH
Sydni is the daughter of  Kevin and 

Denise Smith.  She studied Culinary Arts 
while attending Ohio Hi Point.

She is undecided about her future plans.

CAMMIE STARKEY 
Walking the halls of UHS as a freshman 

was pretty intimidating for me. Growing 
up, I had always been a quiet and shy 
student, but, fortunately, I grew out of that. 
With the help of my friends, family and 
teachers, I have developed an outgoing 
and humorous personality. Throughout 
high school, all I wanted was to grow up, 
but now that my time has come to an end, I 
am overwhelmed with emotions. Knowing 
that I will no longer wake up to the sound 
of my obnoxious alarm clock and walk 
the halls of familiar faces saddens me. 
However, the future is full of new opportunities, and I am excited 
to take on whatever life brings for me. I would like to give a spe-
cial thanks to my parents and grandparents for always sticking 
by my side and ALWAYS pushing me to do my best. I would also 
like to give a special shout out to Leighann Simpson for giving 
me constant pep talks and listening to my dramatic life stories 
every day. One of my best decisions in high school was to play 
softball; it has also shaped me into the person I am today. My 
high school experience was an emotional roller coaster, but I 
would not change a thing. Even though I am departing UHS, the 
memories I have made here will forever stick with me. To the 
underclassman, please do not take your time here for granted; it 
goes by quicker than you expect it to. In the fall, I plan to attend 
Clark State to study criminal justice in hopes of becoming a 
police officer. 

ERIN STOLLINGS
These last four years have been one 

heck of a ride. I am extremely sad to leave 
this school and do regret not spending the 
entirety of my senior year at UHS every 
day. However, the three years I spent fully 
in the building are irreplaceable and so 
unique to each and every student. I would 
love to thank all of the faculty as you all 
have impacted my life in amazing ways. 
I will never forget all the long days and 
early mornings spent doing the things I 
loved with all the people I love. I am so 
proud to be a Hillclimber and wish well to 
all of my graduating class. We did it and can do so much more! 
Thank you all. 



URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2018    35

HUDSON STOUFFER

ALEX SWANK

While my years at UHS were filled with 
lots of homework and studying, it was also 
the place where some of my best memo-
ries happened, and I made some of my 
closest friends. I have to say that the thing 
I will remember most about Urbana was 
being in the marching band for five years, 
as a band aide my eighth grade year and 
as a member in the marching band my 
four years of high school.  Being in this 
group was the best part of high school. 
As a result, I will hope to be in the march-
ing band in college. I am undecided in 
my college choice, but I will be studying computer science at a 
four-year school. There are parts of me that are excited to leave 
school, but there is another part that will miss those who helped 
me get where I am today. I want to thank Mr. Sapp for making 
marching and concert band such a welcoming place and letting 
us joke around quite a bit. I would like to thank Mr. P. for the two 
years he taught me precalculus and calculus, always going back 
over a problem if we did not understand something. Finally, I 
would like to thank my friends and family for putting up with me 
and helping me as I progressed through my high school career. 
The experience just would not have been the same without all 
of you, and I want to thank you for all the help and support you 
gave me. Overall, my time at UHS has been an exciting, but I 
also look forward to what the future might hold and the new 
experiences I may have along the way. 

Everyone said that high school would 
be a scary experience. That was certainly 
true freshman year, but not so much every 
other year. My time at Urbana High School 
was a time filled with a substantial amount 
of effort in all classes to achieve good 
grades. I have been a part of the soccer 
and tennis teams for four years, and my 
senior year I decided to join the swim 
team. Sports were never my strong suit, 
but I did enjoy being a part of each team 
and the experiences that each gave me. 
During my junior and senior years, I had 
the honor of being a Freshman Focus mentor with the Director 
of Bands, David M. Sapp. While I have never been in the band, I 
was a student in Mr. Sapp’s Freshman Focus class. Being with Mr. 
Sapp three of my four years has allowed me to develop a father-
like bond with an amazing person. I would also like to point out 
another remarkable teacher who has influenced my entire high 
school career the most. This person is Ms. LeighAnn Simpson. 
She is truly a phenomenal teacher and friend. Ms. Simpson has 
guided me through many different things such as getting me in-
volved in school activities to helping me think through the tough 
decision of where I would ultimately be continuing my educa-
tion. I plan to further my education at the University of Marshall, 
in Huntington, West Virginia to pursue a degree in journalism. 
I would like to say great thanks to my mother, grandparents, 
stepfather, for all their love and support.  Also, great thanks to 
Counselor Valerie Leonard, Athletic Secretary Carie Thomas, 
and, of course, David Sapp and LeighAnn Simpson. 

EMILY TATE
My name is Emily, I am nineteen-years-

old, and I will be twenty on graduation 
day. At the beginning of the year, I strongly 
debated dropping out, but with some 
convincing from my parents and friends, I 
decided to stay. My time here at UHS has 
been a roller coaster; there were plenty of 
good and bad times. I won’t lie--I have had 
my ugly moments. Overall, I can say UHS 
has been good to me and has shaped me 
into the person I am today. 

For three of my four high school years, I 
was in choir, and my senior year, I joined 
FFA. My all-time favorite classes in high school were choir, art, 
government, and mechanical principles. The most helpful class 
in high school was business management. I know a lot about 
finance, but I learned a lot more from business management 
that will help me in the real world. I had the most fun in food 
science--not because we had the chance to eat, but because my 
classmates always had a way to make things funny and enter-
taining. I would definitely like to mention that being in the work 
program my senior year made things a bit rough, but somehow 
I managed to do it all. I would like to thank my family for the en-
couragement and support through high school and life in gen-
eral. I would also like to thank the following teachers for helping 
me and showing me the light in the darkest of times: Mr. Green, 
Ms. Padilla, Ms. Ridge, Ms. Simpson, Mr.Myers, Ms. Murphy, Mr. 
Wilhelm, and Ms. Zachrich. Last, but most definitely not least, a 
special thanks to Ms. deNijs, who has been the most helpful and 
understanding teacher this year for me. Au revoir, UHS.

MICAH TAVENNER
Throughout my time at Urbana High 

School, I met many people who made 
a huge impact on my life. One of those 
people is Mr Pittsenbarger. He was my 
math teacher for pre-calculus and calcu-
lus. He constantly challenged me to try 
my hardest and push myself beyond my 
limits. Another very impactful teacher is 
Mrs. deNijs. She was my English teacher 
for my senior year. That class was one of 
the toughest classes I have taken mainly 
because she challenged my writing skills 
and changed me from a shallow writer into 
a writer who could write a ten-page paper without too much 
trouble. The only sport I participated in was swim team. Swim-
ming is one of my favorite activities, and swim team perfected 
my strokes and brought me into a family that still exists today. 
After high school, I plan to attend Clark State for two years for 
computer networking.
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GILLIAN TAYLOR
Gillian is the daughter of April Law-

rence.  She plans to enter the workforce 
after graduation.

DEVIN TRENT
As my senior year comes to an end, I 

can honestly say that I have enjoyed being 
a student at UHS. I will forever remember 
the memories that I have made through-
out high school. During high school, I 
participated in football, track, and DECA. 
In football, I was a three-year letterman. I 
was also awarded the best receiver award 
three years in a row, and I was a team cap-
tain my senior year. Football would have 
to be the thing I will miss most about high 
school. I would like to thank Coach Dan-
iels, Coach Cotner, and also Coach Mays 
for making my football career enjoyable and successful. Prior to 
my senior year, Mr. Mays and I would have talks during seventh 
period. We talked about everything from football to life. Mr. 
Mays is a HUGE reason I am who I am today, and I cannot thank 
him enough for what he has done for me. Finally, I would like to 
thank Coach Moss. I am extremely thankful for the time we had 
together and all of the laughs we shared. He taught me that no 
matter what happens on the football field or in life, that you have 
to always be TOUGH. Rest in peace, Coach, you will be missed 
by many.Most importantly, I would like to thank my parents and 
my sister Kenisha for supporting me through everything. Their 
endless support always helped me through the tough times. I 
would also like to thank my girlfriend for always being there for 
me and helping me through school and motivating me to com-
plete assignments that I did not want to do. After graduation, I 
plan on attending Urbana University and majoring in criminal 
justice while continuing my football career.
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KELLI TRIMBLE
My name is Kelli Trimble, and I am the 

daughter of Dwayne and Della Trimble. I 
want to thank all my family and my best 
friend Tamia for encouraging me to get to 
graduation day. I also would like to thank 
Mrs. Simpson, Mr. Trenor and all my other 
teachers for helping me with my work. A 
special thanks to a very special teacher 
who is no longer at UHS: Mrs. Susan 
Fleece. She inspired me to do what I want-
ed to do but bigger. To the underclassmen, 
my advice to you is to stay focused and get 
your work done and push through. Also, 
many “friends” come and go, but only a few will stay with you 
through it all. There are many stairs to success, and you have 
to make that climb and reach the top. When coming into high 
school, there are many things you will face. You will have times 
when you want to drop out and give up.  There are also times 
when you will ask yourself if it is even worth trying anymore? 
The answer is yes. Times will come where you will stay up all 
night doing homework, but in the end, it’s all worth it. Make sure 
you get into extracurricular activities during high school; if not, 
you will not be engaged in passing your classes. After gradu-
ation I plan on attending Bradford College to major in the vet 
tech program. This is the end of my journey; congratulations to 
the Class of 2018-- WE MADE IT!

JOSHUA TURNMIRE
Joshua is the son of Richard and Susan 

Turnmire.  He is undecided about his 
future plans.

BAILEY ULLAH
Throughout my tenure at Urbana High 

School, there has never been a dull mo-
ment. I have made friendships with people 
who I did not even knew existed before 
arriving in high school and experiences 
that I will never forget. I am a person who 
loves to be busy, so high school was the 
perfect place for me to fill my plate and 
constantly be doing something. I have 
been involved in many activities such 
as football, swimming, tennis, wrestling, 
choir, musical, 4H, NHS, DECA, and Climb-
er Leadership. I am grateful that I have had 
the support of my parents pushing me to expand my horizons 
by jumping into activities that were out of my comfort zone.

The spring musicals and the thought singing and dancing in 
front of people is fairly nerve-racking; it was not something that 
I envisioned myself doing. However, the musicals were one of 
my favorite activities simply because I was around new people, 
and they gave me the chance to become more confident when 
presenting in class, talking to a large group of people, and 
even competing in DECA. Academics and athletics have always 
been important to me, and I want to thank all the teachers and 
coaches who have paved the way towards this moment -- gradu-
ation. I will attend the University of Cincinnati with a major in 
cultural anthropology after graduating, but it is honestly still 
hard to comprehend that I will no longer be running down the 
hill for football games or waking up especially early for NHS 
meetings before school or feeling that bitter March wind as I am 
playing tennis with my friends. Finally, I would like to thank my 
brother, Michael, because without him, I would not be the man I 
am today.

JACE UNDERWOOD
As I sit and reflect on my four years at 

Urbana High School, I realize what I will 
miss when I graduate. Not only will I miss 
my friends and family, but I will also miss 
all of the little things that have become 
second nature to me. From having to wake 
up bright and early to all the late nights 
typing papers, I am glad to say that I 
enjoyed every moment of my four years at 
Urbana High School.  Throughout my four 
years at Urbana, I did not participate in 
many extracurricular activities; however, I 
did play football for one year and basket-
ball all four years. During that one year of football, I met one of 
the most influential people I have ever met in my life, and that 
was my head coach, Jon Daniels. One thing he emphasized was 
fighting through adversity, and I was at a point in my life where I 
really needed that inspiration. I would also like to thank my bas-
ketball coach, Jeremy Dixon. Whenever I doubted myself or was 
down after games, he was always there to remind me to “make 
it up next game.” I would also like to thank Mrs. Simpson, Mr. 
O’Kane, and Mrs. DeNijs for not only pushing me in the class-
room, but making every day in class a blast! Overall, my last 
four years at Urbana High School have been an absolute blast, 
and I just want to thank all of those people who supported me 
through my journey. In the fall, I plan to attend Columbus State 
Community College and major in finance management. With all 
of this being said, no matter what, I will always be a Hillclimber.
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BRANDON VOGEL
When I reflect back on my first day in 

high school as a freshman searching for 
my path in life, I never knew how big of an 
impact Urbana High School would have 
on me. I have made countless friend-
ships and experienced so many things 
that will propel me into my next chap-
ter of my life. Throughout high school, I 
have been involved in many things such 
as National Honor Society, basketball, 
football, Freshman Focus, and DECA. I 
would like to thank my parents, Rick and 
Leslie Vogel, for pushing me to be the 
best version of myself and loving me unconditionally, and my 
brother, Nick Cobb, for always being there for me and being the 
best role model a younger brother could ask for. I would also 
like to thank all of my friends for never allowing there to be a 
dull moment in UHS. I could not have made it to this point in my 
life without help from all of all the amazing teachers in the high 
school that have prepared me for college, such as Mr. O’Kane, 
Mrs. Simpson, Mr. Trenor, and Mrs. deNijs to name a few. I would 
also like to acknowledge my 2017 Urbana football coach Jon 
Daniels and my basketball coach Jeremy Dixon for teaching me 
to never back down when adversity hits and to always strive for 
more in anything I do.  It will be strange not walking down these 
halls with my lifelong friends, waking up early every morning in 
a rush to get to school, or stressing about a Mrs. deNijs English 
paper in the years to come, but I will never forget the memories 
that I have made in Urbana. After high school, I plan to attend 
the University of Cincinnati and major in business management. 

BRONWYN WALKER 
I find myself growing restless as my fi-

nal year at Urbana comes to an end. I have 
outgrown the days of bell schedules, and 
I am eager to start learning on my own 
terms. I am excited to explore — to live in 
Germany, to study physics, and to have the 
time of my life doing what I love. How-
ever, I am terrified to leave. My friends 
and teachers have become family. Each 
activity I participated in brought me to 
people who shaped me. I have been part 
of 4-H, where advisors, club members, 
counselors, and campers have molded me 
into a hard-working, conscientious leader. I have worked with 
lifeguards who have taught me the value of trust and teamwork. 
I have swum with amazing swimmers and coaches who have 
taught me to push myself and work hard. I have performed in 
the musical with a cast and crew with endless talent and dedica-
tion. I have marched with a director and a band that gave me 
so much more than I ever could have asked for. The list goes 
on and on, however, it would not be complete without one very 
important group. I would like to thank my family for giving 
me such a high standard to live up to. My mother is an amaz-
ing woman who has devoted her life to helping others in every 
and any way that she can. My father is the smartest and hardest 
working person I know. My brother Brian is so loyal and dedi-
cated that he can do anything he sets his mind to. My brother 
Eric brings joy and light into the lives of everyone he meets. 
Whatever I do, whoever I become, I owe it all to my amazing 
family, my wonderful friends, and my dedicated teachers.  

AUSTIN WHEELAND

TYLER WEEKLEY

It is hard to believe that the past four 
years of high school are now going to be 
a part of my past. I will never forget the 
friends I made here and the memories 
too. My hobbies are art, video games, and 
Parkour, which is the best. I’d like to thank 
Mrs. Pittsenbarger for dealing with me in 
sixth grade and helping me talk to others 
because I was always by myself. I am go-
ing to live my life the way I want to live it 
and not how others tell me. I am planning 
on going to Japan when I am 22, and it is 
going to be fun because I will get a lot of 
awesome pictures. Congrats, Class of 2018!

I have spent the past four years of high 
school at Urbana, and it has been an 
amazing adventure. I am going to miss 
hearing Jeff telling me he appreciated me 
and telling me to have a great day every 
day. I am going to miss seeing my friends 
every day and making memories in school 
and outside school. The thing I’m going 
to miss the most is baseball. I have played 
baseball all four years of high school, and 
it has been the best thing that has ever 
happened to me. When I am playing base-
ball, it helps me forget about everything 
that is happening at home and at school.  I have made so many 
memories with old teammates that I will always cherish. I would 
like to thank Coach Bowdle for making me a better person and 
player. I would also like to thank Coaches Petty and Coberly for 
never giving up on me and always being there for me through 
tough times. I am going to miss Coach Coberly’s great jokes. I 
will never forget the time I went to Florida my freshman year for 
baseball, and I made new friends and made a lot of memories. 
Most importantly, I want to thank my mother and my father for 
giving me everything that I have today. I wouldn’t be able to 
do any of this by myself. I want to thank Mike, my grandfather, 
who passed aways two years ago. He was always there for me 
no matter what and drove me everywhere and came to every 
baseball game I had.  I know he would be proud of me. I want to 
also thank all of the teachers that I had. It has been an amazing 
experience; I’m going to miss the times I have spent at Urbana 
High School.
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DAMION WILLIAMS

KINLEIGH WHITE

High school has been a very interesting 
experience to say the least. My freshman 
year, I had not thought that high school 
turn out like it did, but that is not a bad 
thing. One thing I remember is feeling 
small; it was kind of weird walking around 
as a kid mixed in with grown people. Now 
I am on the other end--I am just about 
grown, and I see all these small kids, and 
I just think, “How are they in high school?”  
I definitely am not someone who loves 
to come to school; honestly, I hate school 
but it is something I have to do. While I 
do not like school, there are so many great experiences I have 
had in school--I have made a lot of friends, had a lot of laughs, 
and have gotten into trouble. The number one thing that I will 
miss for the rest of my life is high school sports. Without sports, 
I do not know if I would have made it. For kids like me who think 
high school is not important, sports made it important. I played 
football for two years and regret not playing my freshman and 
sophomore year. I also did wrestling for four years. I will miss 
wrestling most because it just creates a bond between people.  
As I think about my four years, I feel like I might end up miss-
ing coming to school and interacting with all different types of 
people. The positive thing about school is all the different types 
of people I met. It is very good practice of social skills, which 
will help a lot of kids when they move on in life. In conclusion, 
nobody likes school, but I can’t sit here and say that I never had 
fun or that I never enjoyed myself because that would be a lie.

As a freshman coming into high school, 
I would have never thought these past four 
years would go by so fast. I wished I could 
have taken the time to try new things at 
school and be involved in more things. 
I also wished I could have gotten closer 
with people sooner.  I was able to create 
many memories with great people that I 
will carry with me and cherish. I have ac-
complished so many things I am proud of 
over the years--I have grown as a person, 
and I carried on the lessons I have learned 
while in high school. I have looked for-
ward every year to spending time with the soccer and basket-
ball team. Each year has been better than the last, and I could 
not thank my teammates enough for all the laughs and great 
times we have shared together. I would like to thank my parents 
for pushing me to be the best I can be and supporting me.  I 
could not have done it without them. I would also like to thank 
my teachers for wanting to give me the best education because 
I know it is not always easy to teach a class full of teenagers. 
I appreciate all the time and effort my teachers have put in to 
allow me to be where I am today. Lastly, I would like to thank my 
peers and friends for being there for me when I needed them 
and allowing me to have someone to talk to and be there for 
advice.  After high school, I plan to attend Kettering Medical 
College to become a sonographer.

RYAN WINDMILLER
Ryan is the son of Michelle Slone.  He 

studied Cosmetology while attending 
Ohio Hi Point.  He is undecided about his 
future plans.

WELLDEE WOODRUFF
Welldee is the son of Tina Caulfield.  He 

is undecided about his future plans.

DYLAN YOUNGDAHL
Dylan is the son of David Youngdahl.  He 

studied Multimedia Marketing while at-
tending Ohio Hi Point.  He plans to attend 
Sinclair Community College in the fall and 
major in Communications.
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