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Welcome to the 25th annual CCPA Home and Garden Tour
By Suzanne McCoy
Member
CCPA Tour Committee

The Champaign County Preservation Alliance is look-
ing forward to the 25th annual Historic Home and Gar-
den Tour, which will be held in Urbana and Westville on 
June 24 and 25 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Pre-sale tickets are available at local banks and retail-
ers, and a list of pre-sale locations is printed in this tab. 
The price of a pre-sale ticket is $12, and on tour week-
end, tickets can be purchased for $15 at the Welcome 
Tent located behind the Urbana Municipal Building at 
the corner of Locust and Market. You can also begin 
the tour and purchase a ticket at any site the day of the 
tour. Also, a pre sale ticket will be exchanged for a tour 
booklet at any location. Free parking and a complimen-
tary shuttle service will be available.

Tour participants will visit a variety of homes with 
many interesting architectural styles, design features, 
and degrees of restoration. In Urbana, there is lovely 
1910 era home and garden, a delightful re-hab, and a 
popular “tiny” house. In addition, there’s a beautifully 
decorated early stone mansion, a 1920’s era house and 
garden, and an English garden. Featured in Westville is 
the home under restoration, as well as a church that has 
been converted to a home/art studio, and a wonderful 
farmhouse with lots of history.

The Home and Garden tour will also include a vari-
ety of renovated public spaces. The Johnny Appleseed 
Museum and Champaign County Historical Society 
both will offer tours. Renewed Strength Church, which 
was once Westville School will be open for visitors to 
enjoy. The Depot Coffee House along with the NX 23 
caboose next door will also be open for snacks and 
tours. There’s surely something for everyone.

The purpose of the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance tour is to demonstrate the feasibility of restor-
ing older structures to fit the needs of today’s families 
and businesses without destroying the building’s 
integrity. Each tour location is unique, and seeing the 
amount of love and work the owners have put into reno-
vation will be memorable for everyone! “We are excited 
to showcase the lovely homes and gardens of Urbana 
and Westville and we look forward to a week-end full of 
fun and activities” said Dusty Hurst, President of the 
CCPA. Please join us for the 25th!

Please make plans today to visit the 25th CCPA 
Home and Garden tour.

Visit www.urbanahomeandgardentour.com for photos 
and additional information or leave a message at 800-
791-6010.

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

Trek through history at 
Johnny Appleseed Museum
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

John Chapman, popularly 
remembered as Johnny Appleseed, 
traveled the Ohio and Indiana terri-
tories establishing apple nurseries, 
which provided him apple seeds to 
distribute and apple seedlings and 
saplings to sell to settlers on the 
frontier in the early 1800s. Stories 
of his travels, visits and apples 
passed from settler to settler and on 
to us. The Johnny Appleseed Muse-
um and Education Center, located 
on the Urbana University campus, 
shares the Appleseed story.

Visitors can learn about App-
leseed’s connection with nature, 
Native Americans and the Sweden-
borg Church. The museum also 
features a collection of Appleseed 
memorabilia which demonstrates 
the impact Appleseed has had on 
modern culture including baseball 
cards, Pepsi bottles and a Disney 
movie from 1948.

During the Home and Garden 

tour, local author Ann Corfman 
will be on hand to sign two books 
she has written about Appleseed: 
A is for Appleseed and Appleseed 
Values. Books will be available for 
purchase. Tour participants are 
invited to meet Ann on Saturday 
between 2:30-4:30 p.m. or on Sun-
day between 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

A Johnny Appleseed reenactor 
will be on hand to talk with visitors 
on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and on Sunday from 3 to 5 p.m.

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.

The Johnny Appleseed Museum and 
Education Center, located on the Urbana 
University campus

Community support 
makes annual tour possible
Submitted story

It’s hard to believe we 
are celebrating our 25th 
Historic Home and Gar-
den Tour! The Champaign 
County Preservation Alli-
ance is fortunate to be able 
to continue an event that is 
still popular and grows each 
year. This growth would not 
have been possible without 
the monetary support of our 
benefactors, site sponsors, 
local merchants and profes-
sionals who are generous 
with their donations. “In 
addition to supporting the 
rising costs associated with 
the event, the monies are 
concentrated on the public-
ity of the event to increase 
the attendance. Not only 
does it generate funds for 
the projects of the CCPA, 
but, also, this as an oppor-
tunity to ‘showcase’ Urbana 

and Champaign County 
and increase tourism to the 
area,” said Sandy Gonzalez, 
sponsor liaison chairman.

The largest expense is for 
the publicity and printed 
materials: rack cards, post-
ers, banners, yard signs 
and the ticket booklet. “In 
our early years, our ticket 
booklet was very basic - just 
a description of the sites on 
tour. It was not until 1997 
that we sold a few ads to 
help defray costs.

In 1999, we increased our 
ad space and in 2000 we 
welcomed our first “bene-
factor,” Robert Rothschild 
Farm, and our first “spon-
sors” - CT Communications, 
The Peoples Savings Bank 
and Honeysuckle Creations. 
We adopted our existing 
donation tiers in 2002 . 
“Through all of the changes 
in the seventeen years, CT 

Communications and The 
Peoples Savings Bank have 
stuck with us and have been 
staunch supporters. We feel 
privileged to be the recipi-
ents of their community 
endeavors,” said Gonzalez.

For the past several years 
The Peoples Savings Bank 
and Bundy Baking Solu-
tions have participated as 
our Benefactors. “We are 
grateful for their support 
as this provides a financial 
base allowing us to broaden 
the scope of the tour,” said 
Gonzalez. In addition to CT 
Communications, site spon-
sors who have continued to 
support us for years are: the 
Champaign County Visitor’s 
Bureau, Dusty Hurst, Real 
Living Darby Creek Realty, 
Patrick Hamilton, RE/MAX 
Leading Edge Realty, Darby 
Dental, Turner Landscaping 

See TOUR | 5



2017 HOME & GARDEN TOUR PREVIEWUrbana Daily Citizen Wednesday, June 21, 2017        3

S3

Created for grandeur, comfort, convenience
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Palace Grove Place, aka Elmwood Place, 
aka Crescent Farm Club, is now under the 
care of David and Darcy Bacher. Located 
at 2724 W. U.S. Route 36, west of Urbana 
and east of Westville, this home was com-
missioned for architectural grandeur, 
comfort and convenience in 1865 by John 
H Bryan (1824-1896) using prestigious 
Walter & Stewart of Cincinnati, OH at a 
cost of $8,000. The home with 90 acres 
of land in Mad River Township was pub-
lished to have cost John Bryan $20,000. 
(See newspapers 8-3-1865 and 9-5-1911.) 
It is unclear if the Bryan family ever lived 
in the house because he sold it in 1867 not 
completed. The home is sketched in the 
1874 Atlas of Champaign County as Simon 
Beery’s “Palace Grove Place.” Historian 
Warren Everhart reported that Levi Bryan 
had bought this 90-acre farm from Rohyers 
who had previously purchased it from the 
Custer Family who owned the original land 
grant to a great deal of land in this area.

John Bryan was born in Urbana. Ohio. 
His parents Levi and Rachel (Powell) 
Bryan had come to Champaign County, 
Ohio in 1812 from Virginia, with very little. 
They had four children survive. Levi and 
his children worked hard and had accu-
mulated 800 acres before his death. Both 
sons Perry and John were both successful 
in their multiple business enterprises. All 
four of Levi’s children inherited part of his 
land. John receiving 300 acres split up on 
both sides of the US Highway 36 just west 
of Mad River, there this home was built. 
John married Elizabeth Grove in 1853, 
daughter of Perry and Mary (Sprinkle) 
Grove. The Groves had moved to Urbana 
in 1846 from Fairfield County, Ohio, soon 
after their daughter Mary Malvena had 
married Simon Beery.

In 1867, Simon Beery, at age 44 decided 
to retire from his highly successful mercan-
tile business in Bremen, Fairfield County, 
Ohio, and move to Urbana, perhaps so 
that his wife could be closer to her par-
ents and siblings. When they arrived they 
purchased Palace Grove Place, that had 
yet to be finished, from his brother-in-law, 
John Bryan. Simon saw to its completion 
in short order. It is thought to get its name 

from the sisters maiden name of “Grove.”
The family moved to Champaign County 

with some of their six children: sons 
George W., Perry G., and Samuel; and 
daughters who became Mrs. Angeline Hol-
loway, Mrs. Marietta Fletcher, and Mrs. 
Anne Catherine Gross. It is not certain 
how many of these children came with 
them. His obituary in 1883 mentions that 
he lived in the most elegant country resi-
dence of the county, he loved to entertain 
his friends and family, and was considered 
a kind and sympathetic friend. He became 
a successful award winning farmer and his 
farm and buildings ranked among the fin-
est in the county. In 1888, 27-year-old son, 
Perry, came here to stay with his mother 
and recuperate from his illness but he soon 
died of tuberculosis. His widowed mother 
Mary decided to move to Urbana into a 
house on Scioto Street.

Palace Grove Place and farm was sold 
in 1890 to George and Hannah (Kendall) 
Fox. Both were born in the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, area and they had seven children in 
their marriage. They moved back to Ohio 
from Illinois to try farming. They worked 
hard to keep up the house and farm opera-
tions, but did not have the capital as the 
Beerys had. They did add gaslights and 
water fixtures to the home, keeping up 
with the latest conveniences available. 
They enjoyed living in this beautiful city 
house built in the country and wed two 
daughters here before some kind of busi-
ness reversal took place in 1903 when 
they sold out and moved off the farm to 
Springfield, Ohio. From there they move 
to Hastings, Florida. George died in 1913. 
Their four known children were Hannah 
M (Fox), Buck Fox, Georgia May (Fox) 
Ward, George Edgar Fox and Richard Ken-
dall Fox.

In 1903, local businessman, Charles Oli-
ver Taylor (1852-1906) acquired the farm 
as a business venture. Taylor hired others 
to work the farm as one of his many invest-
ments, while he and his family owned and 
continued to live in their old William Ward 
Jr.’s home at 569 South Main. In 1909, 
the Charles Taylor estate sold the farm to 
Robert M. Wardell, an owner of the local 
McCoy Canning Company, who wanted 
the land to grow produce for the canning 
company. By 1911, the house and farm 

were sold to Dr. Henderson of Westville 
and was said to be equipped with its own 
light plant, speaking tubes, furnace, bath-
rooms and all modern conveniences (not 
always available in the country in 1911.) 
In 1914 Henderson sold it back to Wardell, 
who soon turned it over to the William 
T. and Myrtle Hess family. Living out 
their lives here they renamed their home 
Elmwood Place, since only ever knowing 
it as the old Beery farm. The Hess estate 
sold the property to Truman and Dorothy 
Mathers in 1934 and in 1944 Harold and 
Grace Stickley were owners. It is thought 
that several of these previous owners did 
not live in the home themselves such as 
Taylor, Wardell and Stickley.

Stickleys were only interested in the land 
and sold the home and two acres to busi-
nessman Felix Calabrese. In 1946, he lived 
on the second floor and operated the main 
floor as a private club named Crescent 
Farm Club. Felix took over the care of this 
magnificently built structure and began to 
restore it to its original glory for entertain-
ment purposes. It seemed to be a lively 
place to visit for entertainment of many 
varieties and private fancy dinner parties. 
Gambling machines and card games were 
said to be popular even when not always 
legal. Political gatherings and other large 
private affairs were enjoyed in this beauti-

fully decorated home with the privacy of 
a country setting. Many people still living 
around the county have their own memo-
ries of this home during this time period, 
as Mr. Calabrese had a colorful personality. 
It is thought that he used the word “Cres-
cent” in the club’s named because he lived 
on Crescent Drive in Springfield while 
renovating the 2724 West US Highway 36 
property.

In 1986, David and Catherine Riley 
bought the business and continued using 
the first floor for private parties, meetings, 
reunions and receptions into the 1990’s. 
They lived here for 30 years and in their 
own words, “We have always loved this 
house and can hardly bear to leave it, but 
now it’s time to let someone else enjoy it 
who can improve and maintain it.”

Now the Bachers have a dream. They 
have 2 kids, 2 dogs, and 2 guinea pigs, all 
crammed into an 800 square feet home in 
Saint Paris. They said “We have been look-
ing for a home that was a little bit larger 
and closer to our business in Urbana. 
When this gem came on the market we 
loved it.” Even thought it was a tad bit 
bigger than they were thinking about. 
They could literally fit their current home 
into this one six times over and it needed 
a lot of TLC, but liking a challenge, they 

2724 W. U.S. Route 36, west of Urbana

See PALACE | 9
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In the family since 1915
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

The farm at 2916 W. U.S. Route 36, 
now known as the Chuck and Heide Bair 
home, was part of the land granted to 
the William Custer family as far back as 
1813. In 1841, part of it went to Arnold 
Custer. How a section of that land got 
into the hands of Mary Ann Rohrer 
Blose is unclear. The records show this 
property transferred to her brother 
Abraham Pence Rohrer in 1857. Their 
father Daniel was a self made successful 
farmer in 1847, when he died at age 36. 
He left a wife and four children under 
12 years of age. In 1857, Mary Ann was 
19 and married to James I Blose. Her 
brother Abraham Pence Rohrer was 21 
and about to be married. The oldest 
brother Martin was probably in line for 
their father’s primary farm and this farm 
may have been Mary Ann’s inheritance. 
She and her husband may not have cared 
to use it and gave it over to Abraham 
who was about to be married. The actual 
story is unknown.

Whatever the circumstances, Abra-
ham, age 21, became the owner of the 
parcel from his married sister Mary 
Ann Rohrer Blose. In 1858, at age 22, 
A.P. Rohrer married Francis Ann “Fan-
nie” Logan. This was the marriage of 
offspring of four local successful farm 
families, Daniel and Sarah (Loudenback) 
Rohrer and Elijah and Roxaline (Powell) 
Logan. “He (A.P.) has since this time 
made agriculture and rearing of fine 
stock his business. He has some young 
horses as highly bred as any in the State 
of Ohio. His farm is one of the splendid 
ones in the Mad River Valley, and very 
productive. He is a good financier, and 
is a wealthy man, and intends soon to 
have a nice residence of the modern 
style. Abram has been for a number of 
years connected with the public schools, 
and is democratic in politics.” says Beers 
1881 History of Champaign County. By 
December 1881 “Specs Jr.” a newspaper 
writer of historical ramblings of that 
time, reported that A.P. Rohrer was a 
“happy professor of a fine substantial 
brick dwelling.” He also reveals that Abe 

was his own architect and was happy to 
talk about his horses, his house, or his 
patented single tree he had designed. 
Statements in these last two resources 
seem to indicate that A.P. Rohrer was 
also a school teacher for a time. The 
puzzle is there is a house shown on 
the 1874 Atlas of Champaign County 
at this location. Was this house that 
house or was the 1881 accounts talking 
about another brick house at this spot? 
Unfortunately, wife Francis died in 1884, 
having only lived in her new home three 
years if this house standing today is the 
new modern style residence referred to 
in the previously quoted articles. As the 
common practice was, Abraham mar-
ried a second time to widow Eliza Ann 
McComsey Colwell (1934-1915). Abe 
and Frances’s living children were Daniel 
B. Rohrer (1859-1941) age 25, Mary 
Etta Rohrer (1862-1931) age 22, and 
Golda Christian Rohrer age 9. Their son 
John Logan Rohrer age 18, had just died 
the year before his mother Frances. The 
youngest son Golda may have looked to 
his stepmother, Eliza as a mother as he 
grew up or to his older sister Mary Etta 
as she did not marry until age 52, the 
year before her stepmother passed away. 
When Eliza died in 1915, Abraham, age 
79, may not have wanted to live alone 
because he sold the home and 159 acres 
to Charles and Emma Bair, a neighbor-
ing farm family. By 1920 A.P. Rohrer was 
living with his son and his wife Golda 
Rohrer and Susan in Dayton, Ohio.

The farm has been in the Bair family 
ever since 1915. There has been several 
family members by the name of Charles 
Bair. The 1915 Charles Bair made his 
living farming and raising horses. He 
was first married to Lulu Gertrude 
Prince (1857-1902). His marriage to 
his second wife Emma Jane (Johnson) 
resulted in two living daughters when 
they purchased this brick 1881 farm-
house named Lois Maria (1908-1945) 
and Marjorie J. (1910-1917). The Bairs 
had already lost an infant son, Charles 
Richard Bair (1912-1913) before they 
lived at this farm. They lost daughter 
Marjorie in 1917 to a tragic accident. 
She died from burns sustained when her 

2916 W. U.S. Route 36, west of Urbana

nightclothes caught on fire while she was 
near the wood stove. The newspapers 
reported the Charles and Emma Jane 
were in other rooms dressing for the day 
when the accident occurred. They were 
blessed with another daughter born in 
1919, Helen E and later, a son Robert 
D. (1924-2001). Oldest child Lois was 
a buyer for Wren’s department store in 
Springfield, Ohio and traveled some 
times taking her younger brother Rob-
ert, along with her. Although Lois died 
fairly young, at age 36, in 1945, she was 
known for enjoying entertaining parties 
at the farm.

The youngest girl, Helen, married 
Wendell Mason. Robert, the only son, 
was the current Charles A. Bair’s father. 
Robert D. married Constance Ida Stein-
berger (1927-2004). They had three 
sons, Raymond E Bair, Charles Arthur 
Bair, known as “Chuck”our homeowner, 
and Robert Tad Bair. Robert and Connie, 
as his wife was called, began married life 
next door to the east at 2830 West US 

36, in a tenant house that his dad had 
“rolled to that location” for a previous 
farm hand to be closer to the farm. Then 
Robert built the ranch style house to the 
west at 3145 West US 36 at the end of 
Bair Road where the family lived until 
senior Charles Blair passed away in 1963 
and left the farm to Robert and his fam-
ily. The family story is that Charles had 
done well during the depression and pur-
chased a farm on Mason Road for Helen 
and Wendell, leaving the old brick 2916 
farmhouse to Robert.

The current Chuck Bair has fond mem-
ories of this home as his grandparents’ 
home. Bair families and land are scat-
tered about the neighborhood and even 
a Bair Road close by. Current Charles A. 
Blair and first wife Lisa (Hance) (1953-
2009) purchased the house from the 
family estate in 1984 and he has been 
here ever since. Chuck and Lisa had 
two daughters, Dr. Angela Mae Bair and 
Abby Jane Bair Moscatel. Heide also has 

See BAIR | 5
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children from a previous marriage.
It is fortunate that they have 

managed to keep some of the 
family’s old items from the past.. 
His grandfather Charles Bair’s 
desk is on display in the dinning 
room and grandfather Chester A. 
Steinberger’s desk is in the library. 
Chuck’s mother, Connie Bair, gave 
him a buffet that graces the entry 
and is known as a piece of her 
“wedding”furniture. Second wife 
Heide’s grandmother, Kay Hines, 
painted the boy with his dog, a 
bisque piece, in the front living 
room, and her father Phil Burgel 

built the cradle in the upstairs bed-
room for her first son who is now 
32. Also see if you can find their 
tobacco basket hanging on the wall 
and Chuck’s person touches to the 
painted kitchen cupboards.

Both Chuck and Heide enjoy art. 
They both are artists in various 
media themselves and collect artis-
tic pieces to enjoy in their home. 
Family photographs are also an 
important part of their home and 
multi generations are prominently 
on display. Chuck and Heide have 
made many interesting modifica-
tions to suite their needs in this 
home that has belonged to his fam-
ily for 102 years.

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.

From page 4

Bair

and Willman Furniture. “It is a 
pleasure to work with these busi-
nesses, they never hesitate to 
say ‘yes’ to my request for sup-
port - we could not do it without 
them,“ said Gonzalez. Joining 
the group as site sponsors for 
2017 are the Medicine Shoppe 
and HER Realty. “We welcome 
them aboard and look forward to 
a lasting relationship with them,” 
commented Gonzalez.

We feel it is important to 
offer the free shuttle service 
and thanks to the generos-
ity of Trenor and White’s Auto 
Group,we are able to do so. “It 
is a valuable asset to the tour” 
Sandy commented. In addition, 
our local newspaper coverage 
provided by the Urbana Daily 
Citizen is invaluable. Not only 
do they provide excellent cov-
erage before, during and after 
the event, but they publish this 
special tab which is a complete 
“picture” of the upcoming tour. 
We feel this tab is our most 
comprehensive advertising and 
it has greatly increased our local 
traffic.

The program booklet is made 

possible through the ads pur-
chased by local merchants and 
professionals and donations from 
the general public. “We receive 
many compliments on the infor-
mation shared in the program 
booklet” said Gonzalez.

Paradiso partnered with Tina 
Knotts’ Let’s Eat Cake to provide 
the first homeowner/committee 
breakfast and Farmer’s Daughter 
provided the second breakfast 
meeting.

This is an opportunity for the 
exchange of information between 
the committee and site owners 
insuring a smooth tour week-
end. “This provides a wonder-
ful venue for conversation and 
we appreciate the generosity of 
these restaurants,” said Gonza-
lez.

The floral arrangements are 
the creations of Dorcey’s Florist, 
and Ethel’s Flowers. The arrange-
ments are beautiful accents 
which enhance the homes’ 
beauty and add to the ambiance 
of the tour. “The florists always 
go above and beyond their com-
mitments,” Gonzalez explained, 
“and we look forward to their 
creations every year.”

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.

From page 2

Tour

From railroad boxcar to caboose
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

The railroad caboose at 644 Miami St. 
played a major role in the Second World 
War. Our country had a national shortage 
of cabooses, due to the added need to move 
raw materials and deliver war supplies. The 
War Production Board would not let the 
railroad make any new “all steel cabooses” 
because of the steel needed for war materi-
als. So the Pennsylvania Railroad converted 
75 X23 wooden boxcars into cabooses in 
1943.

Remodeling made to the boxcar included 
adding 10 round windows, four doors, and 
two bay windows. The railroad changed 
the rail car’s name to NX-23. They were 
outfitted with one bed and booth, and three 
lockers. After the war, these cars were used 
by the railroad as “maintenance-of-way” rail 
cars. This one was stored in Urbana for use 
on the route from Columbus to Bradford, 
Ohio in the 1950s. The Pennsylvania Rail-
road sold two maintenance-of-way rail cars 
without “trucks” to Parks’ Building Supply 
and Coal Yard on Miami and Ann Street in 
the 1960s. They used them as an office and 
for storage. They were relocated to West 
Court Street in the 1980s At least one of 
these rail cars was a NX 23 caboose.

In 1999 the Marion W. Parks family made 
a tax donation of these rail cars to the 
Champaign County Preservation Alliance. 

It has been a joint project by the CCPA, the 
Champaign County Historical Society and 
the Simon Kenton Pathfinders to restore 
these cars for our history. Only one of the 
rail cars was worth restoring and it was dis-
covered to be one of those NX23 converted 
boxcars by serial numbers on the frame. 
The funds for moving and restoration came 
partly from the CCPA train trips ticket sales 
for work that had to be hired.

These Pennsylvania Railroad boxcars 
were built in 1913 in Altoona, Pennsylvania, 
according to partial serial numbers located 
underneath the car. Records are scarce for 
the 1943 list of reassigned numbers to those 
75 converted into cabooses, but there is 
no doubt that this rail car is one of them. 
Only four NX23s are known to be left in the 
United States; one is in New Jersey, one in 
Pennsylvania, and one in Indiana.

In the restoration process at least 70 vol-
unteers worked in some way on this project 
with both labor and/or donated materials 
over the next five years. The two cars were 
moved with two cranes to behind Crane 
Machinery, Inc. on Twain Ave. Mention has 
been made of three high school groups that 
helped in the restoration. Ohio Hi-Point 
carpentry class restored three doors, and 
constructed a fourth door. The auto body 
class bead blasted the inside metal ring for 
each window. The Urbana High School FFA 
students painted the numbers and letters 

Champaign County’s NX 23 Railroad Car, located by the Depot Coffee House, 644 Miami St., Urbana

See CABOOSE | 15
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From railroad depot to coffee house
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

The Pennsylvania Railroad Depot at 
644 Miami St. now is a coffee house. 
The building has been completely refur-
bished by a joint effort between the 
city and groups of locals that included 
Simon Kenton Pathfinders and Cham-
paign County Preservation Alliance. 
The depot was bought in the early 
stages of the Simon Kenton Trail and 
later deeded to the city.

An Ohio Historical Marker stands 
just outside the front doors giving you 
the history of the old depot:

Construction of the Columbus, Piqua, 
and Indiana Central Railroad started in 
1850 and was finished in 1854. Later 
referred to as the “Panhandle Railroad,” 
it ran from Columbus to Bradford. Dur-
ing the Civil War, the line carried sup-
plies and troops and it was extended 
from Bradford to Richmond, Indiana. 
President Lincoln’s funeral train trav-
eled the route on April 29, 1865. 
Eventually, three railway lines crossed 
Urbana: the Big Four, the Pennsylvania, 
and the Erie. “Corn brooms,” woolen 
cloth, horse carriages, and tinware 
were shipped by railroad to national 
markets and regular passenger service 
carried residents to destinations across 
the country, including Chicago, St. 
Louis, New York, and Washington, D.C. 
The Pennsylvania Railroad built a new 
station in Urbana in 1894. The firm of 
Packard and Yost from Columbus, the 
architects of the Urbana Presbyterian 
Church, designed the station. Inside 
were a ticket office, bathrooms, central 
fireplace, and separate waiting rooms: 
one for men and another for women 
and children. The depot was also con-
veniently located near stations of other 
railroads serving Urbana, the Big Four 
and the Erie and is 46.751 miles from 
Columbus. In 1976, the station became 
part of the Conrail System. Since then, 
several businesses had occupied the 
depot until the Simon Kenton Pathfind-
ers purchased it and sold it to the City 
of Urbana in a partnership to provide 
amenities for users of the Simon Ken-
ton Trail. The newly restored depot 

was rededicated in 2007.
10-year anniversary
The Oelkers can hardly believe that 

it has been 10 years since they began 
their new adventure into the coffehouse 
business. In 2007, when Susan and 
Dave Oelker decided to open a coffee 
shop at this restored train depot they 
had lots of passion but little experi-
ence. “We had no idea how to pull 
an espresso shot, let alone how to do 
it perfectly,” Susan says. According 
to their website “The Urbana couple 
quickly gained the knowledge and skills 
needed to run a successful coffee shop 
by reading Greg Ubert’s Seven Steps 
to Success in the Specialty Coffee 
Industry and then completing Crimson 
Cup’s 7 Steps training program. Susan 
took charge of day-to-day operations at 
the shop, while Dave, who continued 
his full-time work as Purchasing Unit 
Manager for Honda Marysville Auto 
Plant, assumed control of business 
operations.” Greg Ubert, founder and 
president of Crimson Cup Coffee & 
Tea says “We offer this comprehensive 
training program at no charge because 

of our strong belief in small businesses, 
their success is our success.”

Greg and his team guided the couple 
in purchasing and laying out equip-
ment, choosing and training staff, 
creating a menu and marketing the new 
store. After only 4 months of planning 
and training, the Oelker’s Depot Coffee 
House opened on April 23, 2007 at 644 
Miami Street. The shop was profitable 
from the beginning – unlike the average 
small business, which takes a year or 
more just to break even.

“We have customers who come and 
hang out every day,” Susan says. “It’s 
like their house. People are so busy 
these days,” she adds. “It’s very sat-
isfying to offer a place where people 
can sit, relax, talk and get away from 
the real world.” Customers are a mix 
of local coffee lovers, University stu-
dents, tourists and bicyclers with the 
adjacent Simon Kenton Bike Trail. 
With inside seating for 80, its quaint, 
comfy interior invites customers to 
relax and converse. “Steeped” in cof-
fee, ambiance and history, the brick, 
stone and concrete structure sits at an 

angle where the railroad tracks bisect 
Ohio Highway 36. The sounds of birds, 
traffic, city noises and people can be 
heard all about. Surrounding the build-
ing are a granary, railroad tracks, a 
factory, a bridge/overpass and a tower, 
all part of its charm, while the large 
clean restrooms make a welcome stop 
for bikers.“We’ve become a hangout for 
artists and musicians,” Susan notes. 
“We feature a different artist’s work 
every month, and host musical guests 
on national tour.” The Depot Coffee 
House features an Open Mic on the 1st 
and 3rd Friday of the month from 4-7 
p.m. and live bands every Friday and 
Saturday night with great discounts for 
performers. Open Mic is free with sign 
up at 4pm (but may vary depending on 
attendance) and goes as late as 10pm 
(depending on live music). The Depot 
features a small 11x17 ft stage opening 
up to a large room with either coffee 
house table seating or standing room 
floor. The state-of-the-art sound system 
can meet the needs of most local musi-
cians, rock bands, acoustic guitarists 
and spoken word artists.

Arched windows, comfy nooks
This restored railroad depot’s arched 

windows let in plenty of light for the 
people chatting in comfortable nooks 
with upholstered furniture. The spa-
cious floor plan with various tall and 
short tables gives plenty of space for 
eating, drinking or using WI-fi devices. 
Shoppers also find shelves lined with 
jars of colorful and taste-tempting 
treats and crafts both local and from 
around the world. The ambiance is 
happy, casual and comfortable, and the 
people appear to be enjoying them-
selves.

In addition to “thriving on the people 
at the coffee shop,” this business has 
allowed Susan the freedom to travel 
for missionary work and is what Susan 
most enjoys about running an inde-
pendent coffee shop. She has traveled 
to foreign countries as well as nearby 
counties to advocate for victims of 
human trafficking and domestic abuse.

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

The Depot Coffee House, 644 Miami St., Urbana
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Sears Roebuck bungalow 
was on first CCPA tour
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Doug Eggleston’s compact, 
quaint Sears Roebuck bunga-
low at 122 Wood St., Urbana, 
was on the very first CCPA 
tour in 1993. It was built in 
1929 by Benjamin E. Seibert 
and has been loved and cared 
for by many residents over the 
last 88 years. Among those 
were a teacher and his wife, 
Harold and Elizabeth Dester; 
James Lawrence, a fireman 
and his wife Shirley; followed 
by James A. Enright and 
his mother Nellie. The ’50s 
brought Enright his wife Vir-
ginia, according to city direc-
tories. Other residents have 
included Helen Kenton, Fay 
Brinnon, Phillip Gaver, Mary 
Ann Randall, Sara Stempfly 
and lastly Doug Eggleston. 
The last three homeowners 
all opened up their neat 670 
square feet home to tour goers 
to appreciate their living large 
in a small space. In 1993, Mary 
Ann Randall removed a wall in 
the living room and added on 
a deck and a picket fence. Next 
owner, Sara Stempfly removed 
the other wall to the living 
room, using a porch post for 
necessary support and added 
a french door to the front 
bedroom for a more openness. 
Since 2003 Doug Eggleston 

expanded the kitchen by 
removing the lower roof over 
that section of the house and 
raising the ceiling to 12 feet. 
He added an arched framed 
window in the west kitchen 
wall for more light and added 
more counter space. He remod-
eled the bathroom with new tile 
and added a walk in shower. 
New hardboard siding, new 
windows, new roof, and a brick 
patio have also enhanced this 
five room wood frame house. 
It is described as Federal with 
its symmetrically balanced, 
three bay facade and its pedi-
ment doorway. The attention 
to molding and detail such as 
the sunburst semi-circular win-
dow above the front door, the 
lintels above the windows and 
the shutters sets this diminu-
tive home apart from other 
small homes. Mr. Eggleston 
enjoys searching out unusual 
objects to re-purpose in his 
home as simple works of art to 
enjoy or as functional furnish-
ings. He has built a cabinet for 
housing his television set and 
a pie safe and a table in his liv-
ing room. A unique barn vent 
hangs in the dining room along 
with many other interesting 
primitives throughout this cozy 
home.

Submitted by the Champaign County 
Preservation Alliance.

122 Wood St., Urbana

Now that you’ve seen the garden …
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

As you approach this gracious old home at 
132 Lafayette Ave., you step up a curved brick 
stairway onto a front porch full of vintage wicker 
furniture. You can just imagine whiling away the 
afternoon on the porch swing sipping a glass of 
iced tea! The garden was featured on the Home 
and Garden tour 25 years ago, and this year 
Sandy and Vince Gonzalez invite you into their 
home.

The house is thought to have been built in 
1903 as Lafayette Avenue was becoming a desir-
able place for professionals and business owners 
to live. Scioto Street was “the” place to live, but, 
as the town grew, the dirt, dust and noise from 
the horses and traffic became a nuisance and 
families yearned for quieter surroundings. At 
that time, Lafayette was a tree lined street with 
a park like feel to it - and it was away from the 
business district and traffic.

The records show this as Lot 6 of Sowers, 
Hunter and Barlow subdivision. John Sowers 
bought this property from his partners Hunter 
and Barlow in 1899 and had this Victorian home 
built most likely as an investment. He sold it to 
Mr. Pearl C. Todd in 1903. Pearl and his bride 
of a year, moved into Urbana from Pretty Prairie 
Road for convenience when he got a new posi-
tion with Champaign National Bank. He was the 
youngest son of Mary M. Rawlings and Thomas 

M. Todd, prominent pioneer farm families of 
Champaign County. Pearl married Evelyn Cart-
well in 1902. The year after they moved into 
their new home, their daughter, Margaret Louise 
Todd, was born. Pearl was a rising young banker 
before his early death of tuberculosis in May of 
1909 at the age of 36. The newspaper spoke of 
Mr. Todd as one of the best known, best liked, 
young men of the county. Too distraught to 
continue living alone in their home with her five 
year old daughter, widow Todd leased the home 
in July 1909 and soon after sold it.

Frank August Zimmer and wife Nelle West 
(Grove) took possession of this six year old 
house. Frank and Nelle had both been school 
teachers before their marriage. From teaching 
Frank went on to study law, graduated in 1899, 
and soon after was elected prosecuting attorney 
for the county. Mr. Zimmer became a highly 
respected successful trial lawyer in the county. 
Born in Saint Paris, Ohio, he was first generation 
of well educated immigrant German parents. The 
couple had married in 1901 while Frank was till 
serving as prosecuting attorney. They had one 
son Frank August Zimmer, Jr. who was in law 
school at his father’s alter mater (Ohio State Uni-
versity) when his father died in 1932.

Nelle Zimmer lived in this home 31 more 
years, until 1963. She looked after her parents 
Shepard and Katherine Grove for 20 of those 

132 Lafayette Ave., Urbana

See GARDEN | 9



2017 HOME & GARDEN TOUR PREVIEW Urbana Daily Citizen8    Wednesday. June 21, 2017

County Historical Society traces roots to 1934
Compiled by Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

In 1934, Mechanicsburg was 
celebrating its founding. A man 
of 26, William L. Van Ness 
became caught up in the fes-
tivities planned and conceived 
the idea of a historical society 
that would promote and collect 
Champaign County history. He 
called for a countywide meeting 
of like-minded citizens in April 
1934. Almost 25 people attend-
ing that meeting and were inter-
ested in an organization. The 
Champaign County Historical 
Society came into existence. 
Isaac T. Johnson served as act-
ing president and William L. 
Van Ness as acting secretary-
treasurer. John H. James pre-
sided in the absence of Johnson 
at times. Errett R. Lewis of 
Urbana age 33; and Miss Mar-
cella Dodge of Westville age 51 
along with the Urbana Public 
Librarian, Mrs. Harriett Milne 
were also instrumental in those 
first few years.

At the beginning they usu-
ally met at the Urbana Public 
Library. As the group began to 
collect and record local history 
they saw the need for at more 
permanent public (designated) 
location in which to display and 
store their growing collections. 
The library moved into larger 
facilities at the old Mohrlite 
Manufacturing building on the 
north east corner of West Mar-
ket and South Walnut and in 
1936, thanks to the donation of 
funds from Mr. and Mrs. Isaac 
T. Johnson, both the library 
and the CCHS realized the join 
benefit of turning some unused 
rooms in the rear of the library 
building into a public audito-
rium equipped with a modern 
lighting system, a stage in 
front and a balcony at the rear. 
Motion pictures could be pro-
jected to a screen on the stage. 
It was the only public auditori-

um in the city at the time, since 
the Market Square Theater in 
the city building was closed for 
safety reasons.

The historical room was 
equipped with cases and shelves 
to house valuable historical 
items and files of books and 
newspapers. The library became 
the headquarters of the Cham-
paign County Historical Soci-
ety where they could display 
valuable collections of artifacts 
being temporarily secured at the 
homes of the officers.

With a permanent loca-
tion, archival donations began 
to pour into the Champaign 
County Historical Society and 
now Museum. The huge task of 
cataloging and safely preserving 
our county history began anew 
from the failed attempts of by 
gone days. Items and informa-
tion from the local attempts of 
the past were sought out like 
those of the Western Associa-
tion of Pioneers of Champaign 
and Logan Counties, The Cen-
tral Ohio Scientific Association, 
the writings of William Patrick, 
Joshua Antrim, Joseph Ware, 
“Spec’s Jr.” McFarland and John 

H. James among others could 
be housed in the annex to the 
Urbana Public Library later 
known as Champaign County 
Public Library.

The CCHS’s value was soon 
validated when it was honored 
by being selected to receive one 
of the 34 settees that had been 
especially commissioned to 
be built for the state of Ohio’s 
exhibit at the Century of Prog-
ress Exposition at the World’s 
Fair held in Chicago in 1933-34. 
Thankfully this settee has been 
well preserved and is one of the 
items always on display at the 
site of the present Champaign 
County Historical Society 
Museum at 809 East Lawn Ave., 
Urbana, Ohio.

Old newspaper accounts 
have been invaluable in piecing 
together our history of history 
gathering. Without them we 
would not know our own story 
since much of the actual records 
of the years 1934 through 
1965 have not been found as 
yet. What was found in the 
present museum’s files are old 
newspaper clippings relating 
the reporters accounts of the 

meetings attended. Information 
is still needed concerning the 
historical society’s activities 
from 1937 to 1965. It may be 
disagreements in management, 
lack of dedicated leadership, 
over crowding at the library and 
funding or the disruption World 
War II that caused the stalling 
out of the CCHS.

For some reason, at some 
point in time between 1941 
and 1960’s the CCHS became 
inactive and appears to have 
lost their spot at the library. 
References are made in min-
utes of the 1960’s that the 
museum records and artifacts 
were stored in the round barn 
on North Main Street Urbana 
which is part of Nutwood Place. 
At the time it was the home of 
Errett R. and Ruth Lewis.

Errett’s history with the soci-
ety dated back to 1934 when he 
was vice president. By 1965 he 
was retired but still dedicated 
to the collection of local history. 
He took on the appointed volun-
teer job of society curator and 
served in that position until his 
death in 1968 at the age of 67. 
Lewis was not the only CCHS 

officer that has died while serv-
ing an office, which shows the 
unselfish devotion that many 
have for the task of gathering 
and preserving our local history.

Our story begins again 
in 1965 when a newspaper 
account states that Donald O. 
Printz Senior was appointed 
Chairman of a nomination com-
mittee and asked to call a meet-
ing for those persons interested 
in re instituting the “inactive 
Champaign County Historical 
Society originally formed in the 
1934. Elected new officers for 
the year 1965 were, president 
George Carroll, vice president 
Robert Humphreys, secretary-
treasurer John Logan, program 
chairman Charlotte Hupp and 
curator Errett Lewis.

From that time on, records 
were better kept. The society 
now keeps meticulous records 
of what they have as artifacts, 
donations and storage locations 
of all items. All records are com-
puterized, making them easily 
accessed if you know how to 
work the system. With renewed 
interest in educational meetings 
of historical content the society 
has continued on uninterrupted 
through the tireless efforts of 
many civic minded citizens of 
Champaign County over the last 
80 years. Their task was greatly 
aided in 1972 by the added sup-
port of the Champaign County 
Commissioners in offering the 
CCHS its own facility for opera-
tion.

The building offered by the 
county commissioners has the 
Humphrey Memorial School 
written across the front of the 
1912 brick structure built by 
Patrick Heatherman with donat-
ed funds from the James and 
Lydia Humphrey estate. A little 
over $7,000 was used from the 
estate for this building which 
was built for the old Champaign 

Champaign County Historical Society Museum, 809 East Lawn Ave., Urbana

See SOCIETY | 9
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County Children’s Home complex and 
later used as Lawnview School for special 
needs children.

After acquiring the use of the old build-
ing sitting on few acres for a sum of $1 
per year, the society finally had their own 
place to house their files and artifacts of 
Champaign County History and a need for 
educational display space.

It took two years to clean up and rehab 
the building for a museum. The society 
needed funds and held their first Okto-
berfest Crafts and Antiques Fair in 1973 
to raise money for the rehab. Many vol-
unteer hours have been spent in making 
the building suitable for public exhibits. 
From one small brick building, on a spa-
cious lawn, grew our present day complex. 
The additions were built for handicapped 
accessible even though the original 
school was not. Very recently, thanks to 
the persistence of society members and 
a grant, they have been able to install a 
handicapped elevator to the second level 
displays.

The Humphrey Memorial School is two 
stories with an outside front stairway 
entrance leading directly to the then top 
main floor. From this floor you could 
access the large lower basement meeting 
room via an inside long flight of stairs or 
enter from the north side of the building 
by fewer outside stairs. The building was 
a challenge for the mostly retirement age 
volunteers but they were a hearty group 
and rose to the challenges. Eventually a 
small office was created in the front corner 
of the main floor where once a bathroom 
existed. A library is across the hallway. 
That small office area is now used for a 
textiles storage room along with the muse-
um’s collection of lady’s hats. A replica of 
a one room school house was assembled 
in the north corner thanks mainly to the 
donations of Dohron Wilson. The remain-
der of the top floor houses household 
items from several eras. There was an old 
kitchen and restroom in one corner of the 
basement. The boiler room in another 
corner still supplied heat for that building 
until recently. The basement once housed 
the Old Country Store that has now been 
moved to the main ground floor room. 
The basement also housed farm tools 
before the building of “the Barn” for such 

items. The basement is currently used for 
storage of paper records of local interest 
and other displays that are rotated in and 
out for public displays. DAR materials are 
also housed here as they frequently meet 
at the CCHS.

In 1984, the barn mentioned above was 
erected adjacent to the Humphrey build-
ing on the south side to house the ever 
growing farm antiques. In 1993, thanks 
to the estate of Helen Krout, the storage 
annex was added onto and finished on the 
inside to make it into a ground floor 40’ 
x 32’ meeting room, display area, a kitch-
enette, handicapped accessible restrooms, 
and a 14’ x 20’ workroom at a cost of only 
$75,000.

In 2001 the growing collection of 
county history created a need for more 
space. With the success of many Oktober-
fest Fund Raisers and the thrifty manage-
ment of funds by the society boards, the 
Champaign County Historical Society was 
able to build a 60’ x 70’ display area and 
office onto the museum. The addition was 
actually designed to house an acquired 
old Springhills Jail (a single cell building). 
This last addition conveniently connected 
the barn to the 1993 annex and provided 
much needed office space for several vol-
unteers to work, and space and electrical 
needs for the computer age that we have 
entered, in addition to more display areas.

The museum is again bursting at the 
seams and in need of more display space. 
With a lack of space to adequately show 
all their inventory, they have been forced 
to rotate various displays. They have a 
growing collection of works from Cham-
paign County Artists, local manufacturing 
memorabilia, military relics and a large 
photograph collection.

Most meetings are held on Sunday after-
noons with a year round schedule of pro-
grams. The museum is regularly open two 
days a week Monday and Tuesday from 10 
to 4 and other times by appointment. It 
is still operated completely by volunteers. 
The society mails a monthly newsletter to 
their membership. They have their own 
website and have all of their artifacts cata-
loged in a computer program accessible 
on their website. They are in the process 
of making all of their photo collection 
view-able on line. One of the members 
also maintains a Champaign County His-
torical Society facebook page.

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

From page 8
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years in this home. She, also, at times 
rented rooms to High School teach-
ers needing lodging, having a special 
fondness for the teaching profession. 
Nell was an avid bird lover and faith-
fully fed her bird friends every day. 
She founded a local Junior Audubon 
Society and gave many lectures on 
bird identification. In 1963, age 85, 
she moved to Dallas, Texas, to live 
close to her only son Frank Jr. and 
granddaughter, Betsy.

This lovely home changed owners 
three times in the next ten years. 
Beginning in 1964 it went from Ira J. 
Deskins, to James L. Mason to Ralph 
E. Hunter before being purchased in 
1974 by Vince and Sandy Gonzalez.

Vince and Sandy have lived in this 
home for 43 years and have complete-
ly renovated it to suit their tastes. All 
wallpaper and paneling was removed 
and walls painted, crown moldings 
added throughout, original oak wood-
work restored to its original beauty, 
updated ceiling light fixtures, rede-
signed the mantle (originally a rustic 
log mantle), and renovated the bath-
rooms. In addition, they have replaced 
the roof and gutters, installed air 
conditioning and heat system, and 
replaced the windows. In 2001, a new 
addition created a larger kitchen and 
family space on the first floor and a 
new bathroom and walk in closet on 

the second floor.
Much of their furnishings have been 

acquired at auctions. Both Sandy and 
Vince love to attend auctions and tag 
sales and Sandy is not afraid to have 
pieces upholstered to her taste. You 
will notice she has a liking for English 
Staffordshire pieces (mostly dogs), 
hens and roosters. She has a fondness 
for blues and yellows in her scheme 
of things and blue and white china 
pieces are her favorite. You will also 
notice family photos and mementos 
of their travels, throughout their very 
personalized abode.

The view from the wall of windows 
in the kitchen/family area, invites 
you to enter into a outdoor entertain-
ment space with all the amenities of 
a beautiful garden setting, a pond, 
a gazebo, comfortable seating, and 
flowers galore. Some have been there 
forever and some are relatively new. 
The outdoor space was designed by 
Vince and all brickwork including the 
front steps, the path leading to the 
backyard and raised flower beds on 
the driveway were installed by him. 
He says this was his first and last 
brick project!

You never know what you may find 
at the Gonzalez home that might have 
popped up from a recent auction or 
one of their travel adventures. One 
thing is for certain, you will always 
find fresh flowers in a lovely container 
to welcome you into their home!

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

From page 7
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decided, “Why not!?”
This is our historical home under 

restoration. The Bachers plan to 
move into this palace of a home, 
in their own time, when they have 
completed total restoration. They 
admire all the old original architec-
tural features throughout the home 
and want to highlight those features 
as they give the home a fresh clean 
look mixing the old with cutting edge 
building technology. All carpet was 
painstakingly removed. Layers of 

wallpaper have been stripped off of 
the walls. They put in a new septic 
system and are currently replacing the 
slate roof along with replicating the 
deteriorated soffits. The Bachers are 
planning to put in 3 new furnaces. All 
new plumbing and electric is being 
installed along with a whole new 
kitchen and new bathrooms. Windows 
will eventually be restored and the 
current side porch stabilized. Finally 
they have hopes that an architect can 
design a new porch on the front of 
the house without compromising the 
original architecture.

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

From page 3

Palace
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Structure was home of local constable
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

On Lot 20 of Mary Ryan’s Addition, 
sub-divided in 1868, sits a recently 
renovated home of unknown age. The 
structure at 445 Boyce St. now is the 
home of Tim Knotts and Angela Spen-
cer. From 1868 to 1883, the east half 
lot went from owner James Taylor to 
Emily Wilson to John Detwiler to R. H. 
Mann, none of whom may have lived 
here. When the structure was built is 
unknown, but Joel was married in 1866 
and never lived anywhere in Urbana 
other than in this house, according 
to his obituary. He could have rented 
from earlier property owners and then 
bought the property in 1883. Records 
verified that a Civil War veteran with 
his wife and two children resided in 
this house from 1883 until 1946. Joel T. 
Price (1843-1910) with wife Julia Ann 
(Carpenter) (1846-1920), son Harry 
L (1867-1916), and daughter Minnie 
(Price) Spillan (1871-1948). After 
Minnie’s mother died Minnie married 
Charles P. Spillan (1872-1946) and 
remained living here until her husband’s 
death in 1946. Spillans had no children.

From the Champaign Democrat, 
Thursday, March 31, 1910: Joel T. Price 
passed away at his home on Boyce 
Street.

Was Well Known Throughout The 
County —- Served As Constable For 
Several Years

“Joel T Price, one of the best known 
and highly respected residents of this 
city, passed away at his home on Boyce 
Street, Friday evening. He has been a 
resident of this city for many years, and 
had always resided at the Price home 
on Boyce street. Mr Price was a veteran 
of the Civil War, having enlisted at 
the beginning of the war in the Union 
Army. (Member of the 134th Ohio dur-
ing the Civil War.) He was a member of 
the W A Brand Post, GAR, and will be 
greatly missed by his comrades.”

“At the time of his death, and for 
many years, the deceased had served as 
constable in this city. He was an active 
Republican and had held several other 
offices in this community. When but 

a child, Mr Price contracted asthma, 
and suffered with that disease during 
his entire life. Friday morning, Mr 
Price seemed to be in his usual state 
of health, and made his usual trip to 
the barn and about over the lot. At 
the noon hour, he went to the house 
and complained of not feeling well. He 
said he would rest for a while, and he 
thought that he would feel better. After 
the noon hour he failed rapidly, and, at 
about six-thirty o’clock in the evening, 
he passed away. The deceased is sur-
vived by his wife [Julia A (Carpenter)] 
and two children; Harry, who resides in 
Elkhart, Indiana; and Miss Minnie, who 
has always made her home with her par-
ents. Two brothers also survive. They 
are Myron Price, of Marion, Ind, and 
Jacob Price, of Springfield. The funeral 
was held Monday afternoon from the 
home, and the interment was held at 
Oak Dale cemetery.

“His parents were Henry Willis Price 
(1818-1886) and Elizabeth (Skeen) 
Price (1817-1868). Henry’s 2nd wife, 
Prudence (Given) Price (1822-1902) 
served as grandmother to Joel and 
Julia’s two children. All paternal grand-
parents were born in Pennsylvania.”

City directories show that his elderly 
aunt Dorcas Price from Pennsylvania 
came here to this house to live out her 
life under the care of her nephew.

From 1946 to 1951 David P. Black 
was owner but Robert and Mary Peters 
rented from him. 1951-1972 John L and 
Minnie Overfield with son John appears 
as resident owners. During the next 
three years Carlos Peter was owner, fol-
lowed by Bertrand and Collette DeGren-
didier. Stephen and Barbara Bunch 
were confirmed resident owners of this 
house from 1979 until 2015. Current 
homeowners are Tim Knotts and Angela 
Spencer. They were driving by in the 
neighborhood and noticed the house 
for sale. They liked its location, and 
decided to buy the property to freshen 
up and resell.

Once starting on the project they 
recognized it as a well built home that 
needed some updating. They jumped 
in with the thought of living here while 
working on the house. As they poured 

445 Boyce St., Urbana

their heart and sweat equity into the 
job, they fell in love with the home. 
They have also documented their 
journey with photographs as they pro-
ceeded to restore and upgrade this old 
two story dwelling that will surprise 
you with its spaciousness. A large new 
kitchen, added pantry, half bath and 
laundry room are most welcomed. They 
widened the staircase and designed an 
upstairs hallway that highlights the old 
peaked central upstairs window giving 
the home such character. By designing 
a hallway upstairs each of the bedrooms 
has its own private entrance. They also 
added closet space. A master bedroom 
and bath was added over the kitchen.

As they had to replace several doors 
that we missing or damaged beyond 
repair, they carefully choose doors to 
replicate the period of the house and 
look old. They also discovered the old 
pocket doors that can close off a side 
room. A wrap around porch, a country 
kitchen sink, hardwood floors on the 
first floor and carpet upstairs, stainless 

steel appliances, and nine-foot ceilings 
are other neat features of this home. To 
tighten up the home, three chimneys 
were removed and a new roof topped off 
the renovations. (Actually, they started 
from the top down.)

While much work has been put into 
this renovation, they have enjoyed the 
adventure in discovering the bones of 
this home. If only the walls could talk. 
In tearing up the old kitchen/dining 
room floor they discovered an unusual 
wood patterned built into the kitchen 
sub-floor that they documented in pho-
tos. They did decided to cover it up but 
be sure to ask to see the photo of what 
still exists just under the new kitchen 
flooring. Perhaps someone can explain 
why it was done the way it was. They 
also opened up the kitchen and dining 
room for a more spacious feeling.

Many old family keepsakes adorn this 
newly restored residence - 133 years 
old, at least.

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.
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House full of memories
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

The construction of this Cape Cod at 
411 Lincoln Place, owned by Amanda 
McDaniel was begun in 1937 for Otto T. 
Lorenz and his growing family. It cost 
$8,000. He and his new bride, Lillian R., 
had come from Chicago because of his 
new job at W. H. Marvin Co. as a chem-
ist. They rented for a few years at 223 
Lincoln Place and started their family. 
Liking the neighborhood and needing 
more space, they purchased a double 
vacant lot on their street and were able 
to watch their new house slowly get 
built.

Lilli Lorenz Johnson remembers her 
dad doing a lot of the finishing work. 
The four Lorenz children Lilli Ann, 
Suzanne, Rosalyn, and O. Thomas Jr. 
grew up in this home and their mother 
lived here until her death in 1978.

By 1980, Robert and Christine Gless-
ner had moved here and raised their 
two boys. They remember remodeling 
the large 3 season side porch into a four 
season family room with a beautiful view 
of the backyard. The lilac bushes that the 
Lorenz family planted continued to give 
Glessners enjoyment and still bloomed 
profusely this year for homeowner 
Amanda McDaniel. (She shared it on 
Facebook!)

The Glessners enlarged the kitchen 
by including a bedroom and part of the 
garage and vaulting the ceiling. They 
added a new garage, a stained glass 
window in the upstairs bathroom, a new 
basement bathroom, and a patio. When 
the Glessners built the garage they were 
able to retrieve more of the same bricks 
from the middle of a corn field where the 
last remnants of the factory still stood. 
The Glessners had many fond memories 
living here until the wanted to retire to 
the country in 2007.

Miss McDaniel has equally enjoyed 
living at this residence and has main-
tained it to the high standards it has 
always enjoyed, new windows, new roof, 
new patio, additional landscaping, light 
fixtures, etc. This house is well suited 
to Amanda’s love of retro with the use 
of many family old pieces and antique 

store finds. Notice the copper or brass 
art deco door hardware, Amanda’s “Gone 
With The Wind” plate collection and the 
use of furniture from 1910, 20’s and 30’s 
throughout the home.

Amanda having a fondness for horses 
and cats and has several horse and cat 
art pieces in her comfortable home. She 
looks forward to many years in this Urba-
na neighborhood that she once visited on 
a Preservation Alliance Historic Homes 
and Gardens Tour. While Amanda is not 
from Champaign County she works at 
Honda and asked a local Realtor to keep 
an eye out for a home in Urbana that 
might fit her needs. That Realtor was 
out walking down Lincoln Place when 
the Glessners started to put out a for 
sale sign having decided to built a new 
home for their retirement years. As soon 
as Amanda looked at the house she knew 
it was just the “right” house for her and 
so the home never was put on the open 
market. It was meant to be. A gem of a 
home in a gem of a neighborhood includ-
ing a gem of a garden, designed in honor 
to her beloved mother who she lost since 
the home was on the tour in 2011.

Memories about 411 Lincoln Place
The following two stories are the 

memories from the previous two families 
who have lived at this lovely home. Enjoy 
their personal recollections of life in one 
Urbana neighborhood:

History of 411 Lincoln Place, Built 
1937 by Otto and Lillian Lorenz, as 
written by daughter Lilli Ann Lorenz 
Johnson.

“Otto and Lillian Lorenz moved from 
Chicago to Urbana as newlyweds when 
Otto was offered a job by William M. 
Johnson as chemist for the W.H. Marvin 
Company. Otto’s father was a successful 
doctor in Chicago and loaned them the 
$8,000 needed to build the house.

“I was five years old at the time and 
remember my father doing a lot of the 
finishing work. We lived in a rental 
house in the second block of Lincoln and 
walked up the street to watch the house 
being built. It is built on two lots, mak-
ing the yard twice as big as the others on 
the block. At that time there were three 
houses on the block. Two at the end of 
the block and one two lots east. Across 

411 Lincoln Place, Urbana

the street there were three houses also. 
Magrews, Trenors and Maddens. I 
watched all the other houses being built 
as I was growing up: The Poolers and 
Fitzgivens across the street and the Mon-
tagues and Davis homes on our side. 
Eventually all the lots were developed in 
the fourth block.

“The carpentry work was done by the 
Martins. They were either brothers or 
father and son. Helen Rhodes wife of 
Ned Rhodes was a sister. Ned owned 
the Murphy Lumber Company, which 
was later purchased by Dick Skelley. My 
father’s friend was the fire chief Larry 
Donovan, who helped plant willow trees 
around the house. The hedge of lilac 
bushes on the alley side is the one plant-
ed in 1937. My sister and I remember 
climbing the maple trees in front of the 
house which have since been replaced by 
the Glessners.

“The brick came from a local brick 
company, which I believe was some-
where between Dellinger Road and 
Boyce Street. The house originally had a 
shake shingle roof, which someone con-
vinced my father was a fire hazard and 
he had it replaced in 1951 or 52. I hated 
the look because I thought the shakes 
went better with the style. (Amanda 
discovered that the shake roof was not 
removed but just had a different roof 
put over top of the shakes! That made 
a more difficult job for Amanda’s new 
roofers since they had to remove two lay-
ers before installing the her new roof.) 
All the trim was copper which turned a 

beautiful green. I don’t know if it is still 
the original. The original plans called 
for a bay window in the living room and 
my parents were going to add it, but my 
father died at age 59 and nothing was 
done. The original garage was turned 
into a bedroom around 1948. The solari-
um was added in the mid 1950’s.

“I sold the home to Bob and Chris 
Glessner when my mother died in 1978 
and Bob added the garage using bricks 
he was able to find to match the original 
house. He did a beautiful job. They also 
added a bedroom and bath in the base-
ment.

“As I was growing up I remember the 
farmland started on East Lawn with 
the Michael farm, the Children’s Home, 
whose farmland is now the City Park, 
and Botkin’s greenhouse. People used 
the big open field north of Boyce Street 
during the war for vegetable gardens. 
And Clem Trenor and Corky Magrew 
always had extra to share with the neigh-
bors. Clem had a dairy and used to make 
ice cream in the summers. Each neighbor 
child had to take turns turning the crank 
which was hard work but well worth it.

“Down the street the Mott family had 
a pony and we had chickens during the 
war. Magrews always had chickens. It 
was as close to living in the country as 
you could be without being on a farm. 
Many homes had fish ponds and you 
could watch fish and feed them. The 
closest was in the next block at the Paul 

See MCDANIEL | 13
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Original Greek Revival home has seen many changes
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Robert Pollock and Catherine Har-
ris’s three-story residence at 200 S. 
High St. sits on 1½ acres in the city 
of Urbana. It was built between 1845 
and 1847 for Urbana lawyer, banker, 
politician and philanthropist Brigadier 
General John H. Young and family 
(owners 1847-1906). For 170 years 
the residence has watched Urbana 
grow.

The residence began life as a classic 
Greek Revival city house built upon 
a 16-inch thick stone basement, with 
12-inch thick brick walls on the first 
floor narrowing to 8-inch thick brick 
walls on the third floor. The roof 
structure is composed of 20 foot-long 
hand hewn (14-inch square) wood 
beams that use a post and beam con-

struction technique. The Greek Reviv-
al style is evident by the symmetrical 
facade and side wings, an unadorned 
frieze, iconic iron-grilled frieze win-
dows, topped by a traditional low 
pitched roof.

Between 1906 and 1907 the resi-
dence experienced a “whole house 
makeover” by Urbana manufacturer 
and philanthropist Isaac T. John-
son and his wife Lida M. (Kimball) 
Johnson, (owners 1906-1946). The 
changes included adding: the stone 
veneer over the red brick; large west-
facing windows; connecting the rear 
service wing; colonial revival style 
staircase and fireplace surrounds; cof-
fered ceiling in hall; 12”x12” plaster 
crown moldings; enclosed sleeping 
porch; electricity; inside plumbing and 
hot water heat. The original Greek 
Revival moldings remain on the bed-

room floor.
The Second Empire styled service 

wing containing the kitchen, laundry, 
pantry, bath and mezzanine bedroom 
was completely remodeled in 1947 by 
engineer, industrialist and long serv-
ing Urbana mayor Lewis B. Moore 
and family (owners 1946-1996). This 
wing has been periodically updated 
since then.

The home’s crystal and bronze 
chandeliers are said to have been 
purchased in Europe by Mrs. Jean L. 
(Wenger) Moore in the early 1950s. 
The Moores added the 1980’s fam-
ily room and flagstone patio. The 
residence has been on the Champaign 
County Preservation Alliance Home 
and Garden Tour twice before: in 2003 
as the residence of Urbana University 
President Dr. and Mrs. Robert Head; 
and in 2010 as the Bed and Breakfast 

Inn of Mr. Harold and Carolyn Carr.
The current owners, Col. Pollock 

and his wife, Ms. Harris have deep 
roots in the Mad River Valley and 
are active in the community. They 
purchased the home in 2015 and after 
replacing the heating system and 
upgrading fixtures and plumbing, they 
have decorated the home with family 
items and their collection of old and 
new furnishings.

Lot purchased from John H. 
James

The first owner, John H. Young, 
who lived here from 1847 to 1906, 
was a good friend of John H. James 
who owned many lots in Urbana and 
sold this plot to his friend. Mr. Young 
maintained his law practice in the 
room just off the foyer. This space has 
traditionally been used as an office 

200 S. High St., Urbana

See POLLOCK | 13
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Schneiders’, parents of Phil and Jean Buckles. If you 
wanted a stream to play in, Dugan’s Ditch was right 
down the street and over one block. (not that the parents 
approved-but we did it anyway) We could play on the 
street without cars bothering us because few people drove. 
With the high school just one block away, the marching 
band would practice marching around the block to the 
delight of the young children. And the high school hill was 
the favorite spot to sled in the winter. When there was 
no gate on Wood Street you could start on the top of the 
hill and slide all the way through to Lafayette. The tennis 
courts were just down the alley, which is one of the rea-
sons Bob Glessner bought the house.

“In the 1970’s my children walked from St. Mary’s 
school to lunch prepared by Lillian for her grandchildren. 
They remember Gayer’s grocery on Boyce Street where 
she sent them for treats, although she usually had a good 
supply of Twinkies for them. Crabill’s was close by and the 
hamburgers were five cents for most of the time Lillian 
lived there.

“In the 30’s and 40’s the neighborhood children includ-
ed: Julie and Nettie Trenor, Betty and Mary Pooler, Zane 

and Milo Magrew, John Jerry Montague, Jean and Phil 
Schneider, Kay and Jerry Roush, Helen Meicener, Richie 
Miller and Charlie Wagner, to name those right off the 
top of my head. If spread out a block or two there were 
the McLaughlin, Motts, Culleys, Ryans, Gayers, Strapps, 
Brennans, Deeres, McGraws, Welshes, Clendenins, Con-
roys and even the Warren Grimeses before they moved 
to North Main street. So, within a few blocks there were 
children in great numbers and always some game or other 
going on in the yards or in the street. After the depression 
and during the war years a ball was a valuable commodity. 
Sports equipment could be a can or stick. We made our 
own skate boards out of roller skates and pieces of wood. 
A bicycle was a most precious possession. Roller skates 
and ice skates were shared.

“Lincoln was a great place to grow up. Lilli Ann Lorenz 
Johnson April 26, 2011”

Shared memories
The following are memories of living at 411 Lincoln 

Place, Urbana, Ohio related to Sheryl Virts by Chris 
and Bob Glessner. The Glessners raised their two sons 
while they lived here from 1980 to 2007. They remember 
remodeling the large porch into a family room and refin-
ishing the original wood floors. They enlarged the kitchen 
by incorporating the original bedroom/garage into part 
of the kitchen removing the standard ceiling to create the 

vaulted ceiling there now.
When they built on the new garage a neighbor man 

helped them locate some matching brick from the remains 
of an old ice factory made of the same brick from the same 
local brick yard as those used in the home by Mr. Lorenz 
back in 1938. It was quite a job retrieving those bricks 
from the ruins but well worth the effort. Glessners also 
added the stain glass window in the upstairs bathroom 
and a brick patio and front sidewalk. They also added a 
bedroom in the basement along with another bathroom.

In the spring the house and yard had a wonderful aroma 
from the large number of lilac bushes along the backyard. 
Chris and Bob added Canadian Hemlocks on the borders 
of the front yard. For years they had an in-ground trampo-
line for their boys, which drew all the neighborhood kids 
to play in their back yard. Their whole family has fond 
memories of friends stopping in after home high school 
football games for many years. Chris taught at Urbana 
Junior High School for several years so it was very conve-
nient to her workplace while Bob worked for the Grimes-
Honeywell operations also close by.

The Glessners said “This home was a gracious home 
and a wonderful neighborhood to raise our boys and enter-
tain our family and friends.”

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

From page 11

McDaniel

and features built-in shelving, storage 
and built in desk.

Mr. Young, graduated from Oxford 
College in 1835 and came to work 
with Gen. Israel Hamilton in Urbana. 
Married in 1838 to Elizabeth J. White 
to whom three children were born: 
Frances who became Mrs. Frank 
Chance, Carrie wife of M. E. Barber 
and son Robert Young. They were 
active members of the Presbyterian 
Church and community and state 
affairs.

Next owners were Isaac and Lida 
Johnson who came to Urbana because 
of a younger brother already liv-
ing here. Isaac as an adult began as 
a principal in a Friends School in 
Wilmington, Delaware, immediately 
after graduating from Haverford Col-
lege in Pennsylvania. Missing his 
family,and having been successful in 
various business enterprises, they 
decided to move closer to family in 
Ohio and Indiana. He and his wife 
Lida lost their only infant child, just 

before coming to Urbana from Phila-
delphia. Needing a distraction from 
their grief, in 1906 they purchased 
the Young estate on High Street and 
gave the home its first “whole house 
remodel.” Perhaps coming from Phila-
delphia, they added all the “Colonial” 
details mentioned earlier. Over the 
foyer mantle is a picture of the home 
as it appeared in 1913. In the dining 
room, the mantle and built-in china 
cupboard are from the 1906 remodel. 
The remodel was completed for a 
1910 wedding of Isaac’s younger sister 
Mary. Over the years the living room 
and foyer have been the site of at least 
4 weddings and 5 funerals. There will 
be another wedding here this Septem-
ber. In the 30 some years they lived 
here, the Johnsons were benevolent, 
active church and civic leaders, known 
to help many a young person to get a 
better education. While fundamentally 
a birthright member of the Quaker 
Church, the Johnsons were also active-
ly involved in Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Urbana.

Moores purchase home
The third family to own this home 

was Lewis and Jean Moore. Lew came 

to Urbana in 1940 to work for Grimes 
Manufacturing buying from widow 
Johnson in 1946. The kitchen was 
created in the late 1940s during the 
house’s second whole house makeover. 
It features an eating area with built in 
China cupboard, an office area, and 
custom cabinetry throughout. Retiring 
in 1980, Mr. Moore became mayor of 
Urbana for 12 years and became even 
more active in community affairs such 
as Urbana University and the YMCA. 
The Moores were active at the Pres-
byterian Church. With married sons 
Keith and Greg and grandchildren a 
family room was added in 1980. The 
coffered ceilings are similar to those 
in the foyer. The sliding doors open 
to the flagstone patio and yard. The 
newest owners are just starting a lawn 
garden on the site of the former tennis 
court put in by the Moores.

The Master Bedroom has two cedar 
closets and an en-suite bath. In 1847 it 
had two fireplaces and a water closet. 
Around 1920 there was a door to the 
sleeping porch on the south wall. The 
windows are 4 feet wide by 8 feet 
tall. The south guest bedroom was a 
1917 addition to the house. Originally 

built as a sleeping porch, it was later 
closed in around 1930 and made into 
a full bedroom. The west guest room 
includes an en-suite bathroom added 
by the the Carrs when the residence 
was a Bed and Breakfast Inn.

A room for a “Library” has been 
appropriated by the current own-
ers with the shelf units created by 
Champaign County craftsmen. This 
room doubles as a guest bedroom. 
The “Gallery” was once the apartment 
of the home’s staff. During the time 
the Youngs and Johnsons lived here 
(1847-1946) there were usually three 
persons on the live-in staff—a cook, 
a maid and a coachman/chauffeur. 
The “Gallery” was the women’s living 
and sleeping room. The man’s room 
was in the barn. This room connects 
with the kitchen, laundry, pantry and 
downstairs bathroom by the staircase 
in the storage hall and also doubles as 
a guest bedroom.

You don’t want to miss 200 South 
High to see how Rob and Cathy have 
made this house their home.

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.

From page 12
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From schoolhouse to place of worship
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Renewed Strength Church is at home in the old West-
ville Schoolhouse located at 4194 W. U.S. Route 36.

Mad River Township’s first school building was 
a large log hut built in Westville in 1818 and was a 
subscription school costing $2 per pupil. In 1826 the 
township created 8 school districts and had 12 school-
houses. This Westville Schoolhouse was built in 1891 
as a single-story schoolhouse with two rooms, one for 
elementary and one for high school, as an attempt to 
centralize and improve education in Mad River Town-
ship (along with a schoolhouse in Terre Haute). This 
marked the beginning of the centralization movement 
in West Ohio. Within 10 years, the Westville building 
was not big enough and was rebuilt in 1901 as a two 
story building. Growing population made expansion in 
Westville necessary two more times before 1929. With 
all these additions the school could handle 235 students 
and served the children of the Westville District for 75 
years. Many still living remember its gymnasium that 
had 2 support beams that often got in the way of an 
overhead basketball shot and the wall was the out of 
bounds line. Professional baseball player Harvey Had-
dix, Westville’s claim to fame attended school here. 
He was known for hitting long home runs that often 
broke windows facing the field. The school was best 
known for its amazing faculty and produced many suc-
cessful graduates, many of which are still serving in 

the community. In 1955 further consolidation began 
with the formation of Graham Local Schools with Mad 
River Township was one of the first to join in. Terre 
Haute and Westville buildings were used for elemen-
tary schools until 1963 when both were vacated for a 
consolidated elementary. Over the next 33 years the 
Westville schoolhouse became the home of a variety of 
small businesses until 1996 when the congregation of a 
newly form Christian church bought it and saved it for 
the community.

It was in February of 1996 that Renewed Strength 
Church purchased the building and had its 1st service 
there in December 1997. As the church grew, remodel-
ing the 2nd floor began and was completed in 2000. 
Continued growth pushed the church into remodeling 
the basement and cutting away half of the gym floor to 
have a two story sanctuary using part of the basement. 
These renovations required a new main entrance, a 
large foyer and an office addition and were completed 
in 2001. Little Strength Daycare and Learning Center 
opened in 2002 and children are being taught here 
again, Monday thru Friday all year round, which seems 
to be the building’s destiny.

Renewed Strength is a nondenominational Christian 
church that began in 1995 with a group of like-minded 
believers in a private home. In October they held a ser-
vice at Urbana University and by February 1996 they 
decided to buy the vacated Westville schoolhouse and 
began cleaning it out of years of left behind debris. For 

a short time they held their services at the Hall Manu-
facturing building on Water Street, while the congre-
gates readied the solidly built building in Westville for 
its first church services in the building December 1997.

In 1999, Mark Hackworth became the full-time 
Senior Pastor. In 2001 Scot Mendenhall became the 
first full time Youth Pastor. From their beginning 
Renewed Strength has organized many mission projects 
in Peru, and Haiti, Appalachia,and Vietnam, as part 
of their church outreach. In 2002 they began a local 
Day Care center and named it “Little Strength Chris-
tian Learning Center” with a capacity of 59 students, 
infants through school age. Then they purchased the 
house next door for a Woman’s Jail Ministry house. In 
2009 they joined efforts with Life-Net church in Urbana 
and helped organize “Stepping Stones Help Ministries.” 
Renewed Strength has two worship services each Sun-
day morning, one at 8:30 and one at 11 with a Sunday 
School in between services.

“Renewed Strength Church has been blessed by 
the old Westville School building and the church is 
delighted to be here. We welcome one and all to tour 
our building and see what God has done!” as stated in 
text provided by church member Joy Blevins. Informa-
tion sources for this story have come text provided by 
Joy Blevins, church internet websites and book Cham-
paign County, Ohio, 1991 published by the Champaign 
County Genealogical Society.

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

Renewed Strength Church, 4194 W. U.S. Route 36, Westville
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Welcome to an English garden
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Gardener Nancy Sleeper and her partner, Michael Clary, wel-
come you to Nancy’s English Garden, 587 E. Court St., Urbana. 
This house, which is not on the tour, is thought to have been 
built by Oren J. and Helen Stickley in the 1940s. She bought 
the house in 1988. There was nothing in the yard, not even a 
fence. In 1990 Nancy decided to tackle the outside by planning 
an English Country Garden reminiscent of her time spent living 
in England and traveling throughout Scotland. Her garden was 
on the second Historic Homes and Garden Tour back in 1994 
and then again in 1996.

She cleaned and laid 1,400 old bricks for a pathway that led 
to the 14-foot-wide by 7-foot-tall trellis, designed and built by 
her close friend Damon Wilson of Piqua. It still is the focal 
attention along with a walk through trellis that separates the 
patio from the yard area. Over the years the old brick started 
to crumble, so she removed them last summer (2016) and laid 
down a flagstone pathway.

As Nancy says flowers and flower beds come and go. Over 
the last 27 years she has tried many different flowers and 
designs but her original vegetable gardens remain but as the 
perennial gardens with fewer annuals and more sturdy peren-
nials giving her more time for her other interests. In 2015 an 
iris and lily bed was added on the east side of the yard near 
the fence. With weather and temperature variances a gardener 
never knows what is going to be blooming at any given time. 
That is part of the thrill, you never know what is going to pop 

up. The garden bench provides just the right spot to stop for a 
restful view of all God’s beauty.

Nancy has visited many stone circles and standing stones 
during her travels. There are several “standing stones” posi-
tioned here and there about the grounds, each a reminder of 
one of her many trips to Scotland and England. Around the 
Saint Francis statue are Petoskey stones from Lake Huron. Rain 
or just water brings out unique designs on this kind of stone.

Nancy was born in England while her father was stationed 
there. She has also lived in many other places around the world 
which has given her a love of travel. She is a retired teacher. 
Nancy has always had a fondness for dogs. Now she is excited 
to be doing pet assisted therapy with The Alliance of Therapy 
Dogs. It is a national organization. She has two dogs, Tickles 
and Toodles, that are registered ATD pet therapy dogs, quali-
fied to work anywhere in the USA, Canada, and Puerto Rico. 
They visit nursing homes, hospitals, libraries and schools. She 
started a program over five years ago at Urbana University dur-
ing finals week, twice a year, to help relieve student stress. She 
is also a tester/observer for ATD. She can test people and their 
dogs if they are interested in becoming a pet assisted therapy 
team member. She is Vice President of “The Backyard Dog 
Project.” They try to educate the public and make the lives of 
chained dogs better by providing doghouses, straw, food and 
vetting. All free of charge. Nancy is also a board member for 
“Champaign County Citizens for Canines” which is Urbana’s 
dog park named “Fido’s Field”.

Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

on the NX23, and the Triad High 
School art and industrial arts classes 
made “look-a-like food” for display, 
while the FFA students helped clean 
out the car so that the contractor 
could complete renovation accord-
ing to the original blue prints. 
The CCPA and a North Lewisburg 
bike path group bought and shared 
parts of a railroad flat car; the 1934 
“truck” (wheels) went to the CCPA 
and the rail car frame to North Lew-
isburg to replace a missing bridge 
for North Lewisburg’s bike path. The 
7 ton wheel assemblies were moved 
to the Pennsylvania Depot station on 
Miami Street after the needed gravel 
and tracks were donated and put 
into place for the NX23.

. Volunteers got ties from a West 
Liberty grain elevator, the rails from 
an Urbana paper mill. The gravel pit 
on Muzzy Road donated 20 tons of 
gravel. Reese Welding spread out the 
gravel and volunteers hand spiked all 
rails to ties. The CCPA hired Piqua 
Steel Company to move the restored 
NX23 to its present site. It took two 
cranes and 7 employees, 7 hours to 
prep and carefully move this 40,000 
lb rail car into place, with a police 
and sheriff escort. The day after the 
move, a local contractor offered to 
donate a New York Central caboose 
heating and cooking stove. Even 
though not Pennsylvania, the offer 
was accepted. An original PRR First 
Aid Kit, Johnson Mfg. Lanterns, and 
many other items have also been 
placed in the rail car. A local contrac-
tor after completing the inside, built 
a stairway by which the public can 
enter the NX23.

In 2007, a four ton marble rock 
was donated by a gravel pit and 
was engraved locally to read “The 
Marion W. Parks Railroad Educa-
tional Center.” Information provided 
by Ken Davis with the assistance 
of many other volunteer railroad 
enthusiasts. The center is open to 
the public several times a year and is 
available to groups by appointment.

Submitted by the Champaign County Preservation 
Alliance.
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MORE InternetMORE Internet

With our NEW
Local Connect
offer, you get

MORE Internet
for LESS!

With our NEW
Local Connect
offer, you get

MORE Internet
for LESS!

⁕ NO Equipment Charges and 
      FREE Modem w/ Wi-Fi Access
⁕ NO Internet Data Caps - Unlimited
      Usage Every Month
⁕ Dedicated Network - Don’t Worry
      About Sharing Your Bandwidth
      With Your Neighbors!

⁕ Locally based Service & 
      Support

⁕  FREE Phone Service w/ Unlimited
      Local Calling

Offer Includes:

¹ Residential pricing. Plus applicable taxes and fees. ² Due to geographic and technical constraints, all services are not available in all areas. Top speeds are “UP TO” and NOT guaranteed due to varying service locations. FREE Phone service is included with all High Speed Internet service and is discounted on the Internet portion of the monthly bill. ³ $50 Rebate is available for NEW 
CT Customers only that can be redeemed by completing a survey and can take about 6-8 weeks to process. Please contact us for more information.
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FREE
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