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HANNAH ALVOID

KATIE ASPER

During my high school
career, I have created
many memories. I have
made new friends by being
involved in activities like the
musical, choir, show choir,
volleyball, swim, and softball. High school prepares
students for life, but it does
not prepare them for leaving behind their high school
memories. I will miss walking through the hallways
and going into the classrooms that I have learned
to love. On the bright side,
I will be playing softball for Sinclair Community College in spring
of 2017 while studying MRI technology. After two years of college, I
plan to attend Wright State while also playing softball and furthering
my degree there.
I owe a tremendous amount of my success to many people. I
want to start off thanking my parents, Don and Amanda Alvoid,
for putting up with all of my tantrums along the way; I know it was
not easy. Holly,my sister, for being my catcher. Even though most
of the time you came home with bruises. I also want to thank my
coaches, Aaron Pittsenbarger, Leanna Pittsenbarger, Alexis Harvey,
and Corina Fain for always pushing me to strive for bigger and
better things; it paid off! My whole life this has been the goal--to
play the sport I love in college, and it has come true. This does not
mean I have no more goals to strive for; it means I will make new
ones and push myself like my coaches have taught me. Thank you,
Urbana, for allowing me to make these memories. I will forever be a
Hillclimber in my heart.

People will say that
high school is the best
years of your life, and
I agree with that statement. I moved to Urbana
City Schools when I was
in eighth grade, and I did
not know anyone here. I
realized that most of the
students had been together
since kindergarten. That
was a little intimidating, but
within a week, I had made
new friends. I continued to
meet new and interesting
people as I continued with
my schooling. One of the things that I am most proud of myself for
is trying new sports. I have always been shy, and trying out for different sports was a way for me to do that. From freshman to senior
year, I have participated on the high school’s golf, swimming, track,
basketball, and tennis teams. Playing all these sports has taught
me that I have to work hard to achieve what I want to accomplish.
I would encourage everyone to try out for a sport that they might
have been hesitant to try. High school will not last forever. Next
fall I will attend Sinclair Community College to finish my general
education requirements. I will further my education at the Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science. I plan to obtain an embalming
license and a funeral director’s license within the next five to seven
years. I would like to thank my family and friends for supporting me
throughout my entire high school career. I would also like to thank
all my teachers for caring about my education and pushing me to
be my best at whatever I choose to do.

LEX ANDREwS, II

DYLAN BACON

Lex Andrews is the son of
Heidi Harrigan and Lex Andrews. Lex attended Ohio
High Point and specialized
in Welding II. Lex will attend
Clark State Community
College and study Law
Enforcement.

Dylan is the son of Michelle Prater and Donnie
Bacon. He attended Ohio
High Point and studied
Electronics II. He is undecided about his future plans.
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Katie Ballard

Ethan Bernier

Art is defined as the
expression or application
of human creative skill and
imagination. However, I take
the word in a much more
serious sense. Art is what
helped me get through high
school; Mrs. Simpson is the
one to thank. I felt free and
safe in her class. She was
more than just a teacher;
she was a friend, and I
could not ask for more.
I have come so far with
my artistic abilities thanks
to her. She helped me
overcome some obstacles along the way as well. I came into high
school viewing the world in a very negative light. I thought everyone hated me, so I would exclude myself from many social interactions. She helped me to come out of my shell and see a brighter
side to life. It is disappointing that it took until senior year to see this,
but I can now enter this stage of life as a happier person. Although
the chances may be slim, I hope that once I leave I can find someone who inspires me as much as her.
That is the beauty in art—it comes in so many shapes and
sizes. The possibilities are endless. In a way, I was an art piece, and
Mrs. Simpson was the sculptor. She shaped me into who I am today.
I wish there was some other way I could express my gratitude,
but my feelings bled onto the page with no sign of stopping. Mrs.
Simpson, thank you for seeing the potential in me, where I saw a
caterpillar you saw a butterfly, and I am forever grateful.

No one ever said high
school was going to be
easy. Maybe it is easy for
some students, but with all
the struggles, academic
or nonacademic, there is
always an obstacle to face.
Nonetheless, high school is
a time in our lives that will
shape and mold us into the
people we are destined to
be. Occasionally, my time
at Urbana High School has
been a rocky, but overall
it has been an incredible
journey, not only to see
what kind of person I can be academically, but who I can be as a
person in general. Sports have helped shape me; they have helped
me form friendships that I hope will continue. I believe that somewhere along the way I accomplished a great deal in sports, not only
with the awards, but also with the person I have become. My future
plans are to major in design technology in theatre at Wright State
University.
It was a pleasure to have grown into the person I am at Urbana
High School. Thank you to my teachers and all school faculty that I
have worked with, and, of course, a huge thank you to my friends
and family for being by my side through this wild ride we call high
school and growing up. Climber Pride forever will be something
imprinted into me. Thank you, everyone, and best wishes to all of
you.

Bailey Barrett

Kylie Berry

Urbana High School has
provided me many opportunities to figure out my life
and who I am. Throughout
my four years here, I have
been involved in marching band, pep band, jazz
band, FFA Band, Solo and
Ensemble, musical pit,
FFA, Academic Quiz Team,
DECA, and Climber Leadership. So many people
have helped me. I would
like to thank my parents for
always giving me money so
that I am not poor, my sister
for . . . being my sister, and my dogs, Roxie and Sassy, for being my
best friends. A big part of my life has been playing trombone. Tom
Billing has been the world’s greatest private lessons instructor; he
always pushes me to better myself musically, and I cannot imagine
where I would be without him. This fall, I plan to attend Southern
Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois, to study hospitality and
tourism administration in hopes of someday working as the head of
Tour Operations for Drum Corps International. I love Drum Corps
and traveling, so why not make a career of it, right? Shout out to
Dillan Bailard and Willie Veenstra for making my past two summers
great. Finally, I would like to thank all my teachers from this year all
the way back to kindergarten — you guys went above and beyond
for us to be able to walk down the hill. I’ll miss Urbana and all my
friends, but I am excited to move on to my own, real life.

First and foremost, I
cannot thank my parents
enough for how much they
pushed me forward. My
teachers have played a big
role in this as well, especially Mr. Pittsenbarger and
Mrs. deNijs. Even if I found
it annoying at the time, they
are the reason I am walking
down the hill. I had many
peers, whether my fellow
seniors or underclassmen,
who were willing to be tutors when I needed it. You
all believed in me when I
did not, and that means more than you could ever know. Besides
academics, being in the musical has helped my social aspect of
life grow immensely. For that, I would like to give a shout out to Mr.
Myers, Ms. Cress, and the whole crew for making me feel at home.
I also do not want to forget Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Fleece, and all the ladies in the guidance office who helped me the most with my mental
health throughout high school. I will never forget the way that they
care for their students. I would like to give a little advice to all the
underclassmen: do not procrastinate. I know, but trust me on this.
Finally, to the Class of 2017, I wish you all the best of luck in what
you pursue. WE DID IT!
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LUKAS BISHOP
Lukas is the son of Janine
Hess and Brad Bishop. He
studied Structural Construction II while at Ohio
High Point. Lukas plans to
enter the United State Marine Corps after graduation.

DAKOTA BLOEMHARD
Graduating high school
is a huge milestone. Once
we walk down that hill, we
are done. That is a huge
accomplish. The mindset of
working hard and getting
these thirteen years done
has made us who we are.
Now we can move forward
and begin our lives. I have
never been a fan of staying in this small town, so
throughout my high school
career, I have collected
stamps in my passport.
School was hard for me
because I felt my passion suffocating, but I found myself coming
back for a few reasons.
I want to give tremendous thanks to two teachers who have
molded me into who I am today. Mrs. deNijs, your scary shell made
me doubt my existence, but signing up for CCP was the best decision. The class that I once had with strangers amended into the best
class I could ever imagine, a class we called “women’s studies.”
A group of ten unique, extremely different girls came together to
change my life forty-five minutes each day. Usually teachers teach
pointless math or useless information I will forget in a period of
time, but Mrs. D prepared us girls for battle, ready to take on the
world. Also, how could I forget.my rock for the past four years. The
art room has been my home, and Mrs. Simpson cared for me with
kindness and affection--the art of mothering. If anyone was looking
for me, they knew I was hiding out in the basement covered in paint.
With such a kind spirit, Mrs. Simpson creates a relationship with
each student. If Mrs. Simpson isn’t the strongest person I know, then
I don’t know who is.
Finally, I’m done! Risk-taking in dress codes and pushing my
limits, there are no other words to say but . . . I’m done!

MORGAN ALEXANDER BOLTON
Rather than stressing
over change, to find success and happiness within
a lifestyle, a person must
anticipate potential changes
in order to adapt to a more
independent lifestyle. When
first attending Urbana High
School, I was unaware of
how beneficial the curriculum would actually be
to my personal work ethic.
Unfortunately, this realization of potential success
had not occurred to me until the end was already near.
However, with pressure from the goal of graduating, I have learned
to prioritize assignments for certain classes that are going to have
some type of impact on my future. In previous years of attendance,
work that was due would not be completed until it was too late
whereas now I find myself wanting to complete assignments in
order to ensure my position walking down the hill. I am thankful
for all the members of the UHS staff for making the best of my high
school career and allowing me to become the person I am today.
Not only did I learn the necessary requirements of the curriculum,
Urbana High also taught me to become more self-reliant, efficient,
and develop all the qualities needed for a successful career and a
healthy life, and I could not be any more blessed for the education I
received at the Urbana High School.

ABIGAIL BROADSTONE
Starting my high school
career, I was unsure about
myself as well as my abilities to succeed. Out of all
my years at UHS, my senior
year really made an impact
on me as a person. Going
to school and having a job
at the same time made it
very difficult to keep up
on school work, but by
staying after school and
getting extra help, I was
able to get a much better
handle of my time management. In my other years of
high school, I did not really want to be involved, but senior year
definitely changed that for me. I have been so lucky to have made
new friends to go to Friday night football games. After graduation
I plan to go to Columbus State for my first year and then transfer to
another university to pursue a major in business. I want to thank all
of my teachers for their help in my success at UHS. I cannot wait to
see what the future has in store for me.
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REBECCA CARMICHAEL

DEREK CAULEY
As senior year slowly comes
to an end, many different emotions are stirring. Things are
starting to get real. We will soon
be out on our own—as kids say
these days we will be “adulting.”
I look forward to being out of
school; there are a lot of things I
want to do, places I want to go,
and things I want to see. I’ll miss
high school and the memories
I’ve made, but I am ready to
start the next chapter in my life.
I will never forget some things
about UHS. My senior football game at Shawnee, Coach
Daniels said a lot of things that really cut deep. I will never forget the adversity my brothers and I went through during football. I will also never
forget our last home game against Graham. The seniors knew we had to
go out with a bang, so that’s exactly what we did. I remember looking at
my brothers and seeing the emotions stirring.
I would like to thank all of my teachers for the help they’ve given me
throughout the years. Most of all, I would like to thank Coach Jon Daniels,
the man who taught me more than just the skills of football: he taught
me how to be a better man. We went through similar adversity growing
up, and I will never forget what he did for me, keeping me out of trouble,
not letting me quit when things got rough, and giving me a second
chance. If high school has taught me anything, it is to always cherish
the little things. In the future I plan to enter the workforce and attend an
online school to earn my associate’s degree. Thank you, UHS.

Rebecca is the
daughter of Amy and
Tim Carmichael. She
has not decided on college or workforce plans.

Family Dentistry
of Urbana
New Patients Welcome!

Most Insurances accepted, IncludIng:
Aetna • Metlife • Caresource • Cigna • Molina • United Health
Care • Anthem • Delta Dental • Superior • Buckeye • Guardian •
Paramount • Principal • UMR • United Concordin • & many more!

Congratulations,
Graduates!

(937) 484-5775
1866 E. US HWY 36 • Urbana

www.DentistUrbana.com

1

EXAM &
$
Y
L
N
X-RAY O
Present this coupon.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

EXAM, X-RAY,
& CLEANiNg
Present this coupon.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

ONLY

69

$

95

8 URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2017

Hannah Chamberlain
Muhammad Ali once
said, ¨Friendship… is not
something you learn in
school. But if you haven’t
learned the meaning of
friendship, you haven’t
learned anything” With
the various things I have
learned at Urbana High
School, the one thing that
will stick with me is the
memories—the cold Friday
night football games, the
amazing dances, and the
relationships I have made.
All of my teachers are fantastic; they have helped me grow into the person I am today. They
led me to realize I was capable of doing anything I want. I will be
attending Clark State in the fall to complete my Gen Eds. After I
am eligible the credits will be transferred to Fordham University in
New York where I will eventually earn my doctorate in psychology.
I would like to thank my family for being my rock and putting up
with me being grumpy from lack of sleep. Also thanks to my friends
for going through this insane year with me, enjoying our “lasts” of
everything. The one last that sticks out in my mind the most is musical. Not only did I enjoy getting so close with everyone, but I loved
being on stage. It is my passion, and I am going to continue it as my
hobby for as long as I can. As this year comes to a close, all I can
say to the Class of 2017 is—we did it!

Jay Collins
I want to thank my mom
and dad for pushing me
to do my best. I also want
to thank my parents for
making me who I am today.
I want to thank mom for
showing me how to make
new friends in my life. I
want to thank dad for keeping me on the path to Ohio
High Point.
I love you mom and dad.
Thank you for being there
for me when I needed you.

Ashley Colvin
Ashley is the daughter
of Rebecca and Dennis
Colvin. She studied Diesel
Technology II while attending Ohio High Point. She
plans to enter the workforce
after graduation.

John Cordle
The four years that I have
attended Urbana High
School have been filled
with several activities. I have
competed in football for
four years; I have also competed in track and wrestling
for one year each. I would
like to thank my coaches for
helping me experience the
joy of playing the sports. I
have also participated in
classes like DECA and FFA
that have allowed me to
compete in extracurricular
contests and events. The
main thing I will remember in high school is scoring more points
the most of the other teams. Overall, I feel that my high school
experience was positive and helped prepare me for the rest of my
life.

Lynasia Couts
The time is near for the
end of my high school
career. At the beginning
of my high school career, I
was a bit nervous. I thought
I would get lost, go into the
wrong class, or be late to
class. It turned out to be
easy because I had help
from other students. The
thing about Urbana High
School is that the people
are nice and caring. At
times I thought about giving up, but UHS teachers
helped and guided me, and
here I am about to graduate. I will miss Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Moore,
Mrs. deNijs, and my guidance counselor, Mrs. Miller because they
inspired me the most. Not only are they teachers, but they are
strong, independent women who showed me that no matter how
tough things get, we still have to push ourselves to do better and be
better. The one teacher I will never forget is Mrs. Simpson because
she motivated me the most to do what I love-- art. She pushed me
to try new things that I thought I could never do, but thanks to her, I
did just those things. It will be hard to say goodbye to UHS because
it’s the place where I met some of the greatest people and made
the best memories. One of those people was my best friend, but
she moved away at the beginning of junior year. The thing I will
remember most about UHS is watching the old building being torn
down. Most of my memories took place in that building and seeing
it come down broke my heart. The best part was seeing the new
building coming together; I will be able to tell the next generations
about UHS.
In the future, I plan to go to college for art. I would like to thank
my mom and my grandmother for pushing and motivating me to
keep trying in school. UHS, you will be truly missed.
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AUSTIN COX

OLIVIA DUNHAM

My four years at Urbana
High School have been
very convivial, and I could
not ask for a better school.
UHS is a great school full
of amazing teachers that
motivated me to do the best
that I possibly could every
single day. The teachers
are always willing to help
me with any problems
that I might have, and they
always made sure that I
understood the things that
we were learning in class.
I will remember all of the
fun things that I did when I was in gym class and all of the great
memorable things that I did in FFA. Whenever I get out of school,
I plan on working with my dad, and I also want to help my parents
with anything that they might need.
I want to thank my parents for always believing in me and trying
to help me when things were tough. I would also like to thank the
teachers that I had during all of my years here at Urbana for not giving up on me and for always trying to find ways to help me out and
make things just a little bit easier for me. Also I want to thank my
friends for always being there for me. These four years have been
great, and I am ready to move on with my life and hopefully make a
huge change in the world that can help everybody.

Walking through the halls
of Urbana High School on
my first day of freshman
year, I could feel the puddles of sweat in my hands
and a whole zoo erupting
in my stomach. Suddenly, I
blinked once, and I hit my
last first day of high school-senior year. Throughout
high school, I shared many
memories with the people
I have called my best
friends for longer than I can
remember. The friendships I created over the
years have made me who I am today by allowing me to open up
more than I ever thought I could. One of the best decisions I made
in high school was playing volleyball all four years because it has
truly made me the person I am today. The evening I am able to walk
down the field with my classmates and kiss high school goodbye
will be the day a new door opens in my life. I would like to give a
shout out to my amazing parents and siblings for pushing me every
day to be the best I can be and encouraging me to be able to do
everything to my full potential. I would also like to give a special
shout out to Katie Miller, Rusty Myers, and Katie deNijs for pushing
me inside and outside of school to be a better person every day.
To my unforgettable classmates, I will never be thankful enough to
have shared high school with such an amazing group of people.
To all the underclassmen, enjoy high school every minute you can;
people do not lie when they say time flies. This fall, I plan to attend
Columbus State University and study in the medical field in order to
someday become an obstetrician-gynecologist.

JENA CRAwFORD
Jena is the daughter of
John and Lori Crawford.
Our family would like to
thank Jena’s teacher, Lori
Ferryman. Lori has been
Jena’s home-school teacher
for more than 10 ten years
and we appreciate everything that she has done for
Jena. Whether it is at our
home or even times at the
hospital, Lori was always so
caring, kind, and compassionate. She could get Jena
to participate in things we
never dreamed she would
be able to do and we would all be amazed.
Thank you, Lori Ferryman, for being not only a great teacher but
also a great friend!!
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JORDAN EDwARDS

RILEY EMMONS

High school has been
a learning experience for
me. It has been a rocky
road, struggling to motivate myself, but I finally
found it in myself to pull
through. High school has
taught me to appreciate the
people around me; their
willingness to stick with
me through good and bad
decisions. I can never thank
my teachers enough for the
support they have given
me. This year I was blessed
with another school mom,
Mrs. deNijs. My original school mom, Mrs. Simpson, has been with
me since the first day of my sophomore year. I cannot thank God
enough for these two women. While I am thanking God for wonderful women in my life, I am beyond thankful for my mother. My mom
is the strongest woman I know. Although we may butt heads and
rarely see eye-to-eye, I learned my resilience from her. I have been
set on pursuing art as a career since grade eight when my English
teacher saw my talent and my love for art and directed my mom
and me to art classes at CCAD. I will never be able to thank Linda
Fifer enough.
Normally when you ask a high school senior the question,
“What are your plans after graduation?” there are two answers -the classic “I don’t know” or a well-thought out description of solid
future plans. Thankfully, I fall in the latter category. In the fall I will
attend the Columbus College of Art and Design where I will major
in illustration, in hopes of reaching my goal of becoming an illustrator. I am ecstatic to be spending my college career in the beautiful
city of Columbus. Although I will always have fond memories here
in Urbana, I am ready to make Columbus my home.

My high school experience was, overall, rather
enjoyable. As a freshman, I
was very quiet and did not
talk to a lot of people; the
only thing I was involved
in was basketball. Over
the past few years, I have
developed a lot of relationships with many different
people. The most important
relationship that I made
in high school was with
Coach Dixon, my basketball coach. He played a
huge part in developing
me on the basketball side of my life. I was pushed every day to be
the best I could be while learning that hard work beats everything.
Cross-country was part of my sophomore and junior year, and it
taught me that trying new things could bring more good than bad.
The friends that made in high school are probably the best group
of friends you can ask for; they made school a lot more memorable.
The one thing that I regret is that I should have opened up earlier in
high school. I did not really start to become comfortable with trying
new things and talking to more people until junior year. I learned
that being comfortable with who you are from the start will create
a lot of opportunities that otherwise would not arise. I am excited
to move on to the next chapter in life and develop as a person. The
things I will miss most are talking to friends and spending time with
them and going to practice everyday with a great team. I will be
going to college next fall and continuing my career in basketball.

MARRA EVANS
When I was a freshman,
I never would have thought
about all the lasts that come
with senior year. Throughout high school, I have
been involved in soccer,
show choir, musical, student
council, Freshman Focus,
National Honor Society,
and class officers. All of
those things have made a
big impact on me and I will
miss all of the memories
that come with it. I would
like to thank my girls on
the soccer team because
they made every year the best year possible. I would also like
to thank Rusty Myers, Kate Smith, Katie DeNijs, Cassie Cress, and
Katie Miller for being more than just a teacher but people who have
forever impacted my life. Another big thanks goes to my family for
standing by me through everything and pushing me to do my best
in everything. I would like to give a shout out to the class of 2017
for being the best class and I wish you guys the best of luck in your
future. After high school, I plan to attend the University of Kentucky
and major in Biology with intentions of Pre-Medicine to become a
Pediatrician.
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CHRISTINE EVILSIZOR
Christine is the daughter
of Anne Fain and Daniel
Evilsizor. She studied Printing and Graphics II while at
Ohio High Point. She plans
to enter the workforce upon
graduation.

ANDREw FANSLER
“You cannot authentically
live anyone’s life but your
own” -Gabrielle Giffords.
One of the most important
experiences in my high
school years was finding out who I really am. I
came into high school as an
awkward, nerdy freshman
that was afraid of everyone.
Four years later, everything
that I have gone through
has helped to shape me
into the person I am today,
someone that I can be
proud of. A great deal of
whom I am can be credited to all of the things I have participated in
throughout high school. I have participated in marching band for
four years as well as acting as a student director and lead snare this
year. I have also participated in Boys Tennis, Climber Leadership,
National Honor Society, Musical Pit, and Boys Basketball as the videographer. In the community I volunteer at the Champaign Aviation Museum, which has been nothing but a positive influence on
my life. The people in my life have also helped me to find my true
self. I would first and foremost like to thank my parents for all of
their constant support and guidance. I would also like to thank Mr.
Sapp and Mr. P, as well as all of the other teachers who have given
themselves selflessly and completely to their students’ education.
Without all that they do, none of us would be prepared to take this
next step in our lives. Next year I will be attending The Ohio State
University to major in Religious Studies with plans to become an Air
Force Chaplain someday. It is because of all of this that I am living
my own life and that I am headed in the direction that I am. I will
never be able to fully express my gratitude to this school and all the
people who have surrounded me in this important time in my life.

MICHAEL FARRELL
If I were to look back at
myself before high school,
I would see a completely
different person. I have
more confidence in myself,
I have more control over
my life, and, overall, I am
a much happier person.
I do not think I would be
the same person if I had
went to any other school.
This has a lot to do with the
people that I had met here;
they have helped me get
through many things that I
have struggled with in life. I
have also met teachers who believed in me despite me not getting
the best grades. I think if I had any other teachers I would have remained unmotivated and not have graduated with my class. Though
I have enjoyed my changes through school, I am also happy to say
that I am leaving. I am ready to begin my life as a self-reliant adult
and to follow my dreams. I know that this too will be a struggle, but
I, with my newfound confidence, believe I can do it. I feel that a lot
of people that go here would say the same; I would also say that
they too have changed just as me. It would be very difficult to find
people that have not changed in four years. As I reach the end of
my senior tribute, I would like to thank some staff members. Thank
you, Mrs. Fleece, Mrs deNijs, and Mrs. Moore. They are the teachers
that I feel have believed in me the most. I also thank Jazzy Jeff for
always brightening up my day.

KAITLIN FAZIO
Kaitlin is the daughter of
Rebecca and Guy Fazio.
She attended Ohio High
Point and studied Animal
Management II. Kaitlin is
undecided about her future
plans.

VICTORIA FRALEY
After graduation, I plan to
work at Roxy’s Hair Studio
in Urbana. I am a first year
National Honor Society student and competed at the
state level Skills USA at OHP.
I want to thank my teachers
Cindy Harlan and Ginger
Shellenberger and my family for all the support.
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ALEC FREEMAN
Life is filled with all kinds
of challenging decisions,
exciting twists and turns,
and unforeseen changes.
As a senior at Urbana High
School, I am proud to say
that the end of my beginning is approaching along
with my first big life change.
I am leaving my cozy
little nest here in Urbana to
begin a long and happy life
in the big world. As I move
onto bigger things, I will
look back and reflect on all
of the amazing memories I
made at UHS. I will remember Mrs. Parker, the cross country coach
and art teacher, convincing me to run for her team. I thought she
was crazy! Running was new to me, and as I began my freshman
year, I thought I would try golf too. Every summer morning, I would
wake up at 6:00 A.M. to condition with the cross-country team and
then hurry out to the Urbana Country Club to practice with the
golf team at 8:00. Eventually, I developed a passion for running.
I made friends and created memories that will forever be in my
heart. I also participated in track and swimming. Music has also
been a huge part of my high school career. I previously played the
part of Randolph McAfee in Bye Bye Birdie and to take on the role
of Cornelius Hackl in Hello, Dolly! My sophomore year I played
Chief Berry in Nice Work if You Can Get It, and as a senior I took on
Trevor Graydon in Thoroughly Modern Millie. Not only has running
and music made for a memorable high school experience, but also
to have my friends, teachers, coaches and mentors, and my parents.
I couldn’t thank everyone enough for making my last couple years
ones to remember! After high school, I will enlist in the United
States military.

TYLER GIBSON
Tyler is the son of Pamela
and William Gibson. He
studied Printing and Graphics II while at Ohio High
Point. Tyler plans to attend
the School of Advertising
Art/Graphic Design.

AUSTIN GILLIS
Austin is the son of Jamie
Dunn. He studied Structural
Construction I while at Ohio
High Point. He will continue
studying another year at
Ohio High Point.

HUNTER GRIGG
My memories at Urbana
High School were so great;
it has been an amazing and
productive time for me.
Knowing I will be graduating soon is crazy; time flew
by! I remember being a
freshman and not knowing
where to go or what to do.
Now I am a senior, and I
know where every classroom is, and I know what I
have to do to graduate. My
favorite times at Urbana
High would have to be
every musical. I remember
being a waiter freshman year in Hello, Dolly! I got a lead role junior
year in Camp Rock. My favorite class is choir, and my favorite
teacher is Mr. Myers, my choir teacher. He is such a good teacher
and has helped me through many things throughout my high school
career. Being in choir is probably the thing I will miss when I graduate this year. It is sad, but also exciting because it means I was
successful, and I finally can start making decisions for myself, and I
get to be me.
I am one step away from becoming the person I was destined
to be. I plan on going to Wright State and working in radio broadcasting. I love music and knowing that I will be working with it
every day makes me happy. I am also excited to play live music for
people. I plan on going to small venues and playing music for them
all. No matter what happens I will never let go of music. I would
like to thank everyone at Urbana High School for the best years of
my life and my parents, friends, and family for helping me through
everything.
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MADISON GULLETT

CHEYENNE GUNSAULIES

The last four years I spent
at Urbana High School were
very memorable. I would
like to first thank my mom
and dad, Mandy Davis and
Shane Gullett, and also my
grandma, Linda Stewart,
for always pushing me to
be the best person I could
be and raising me into the
young woman I am today. I
would like to give a special
thank you to Mrs. Padilla,
better known to us as Madame, for being my role
model throughout my high
school career. Without her, I would not have the knowledge of the
French language that I do now. Madame has also influenced me to
join French Club, where I am now the secretary. Also, another special thank you to Mrs. deNijs for pushing me to do my best my senior year, even when English 12 was getting the best of me and for
also giving me advice that has ultimately pushed me to be a better
person. My future plans are to attend Columbus State Community
College for two years to receive my associate degree and hopefully
transfer onto The Ohio State University to major in forensic science
and minor in criminal justice.

Upon entering the high
school on my last first day
last August, I soon came
to realize that it was the
beginning of the end. Many
decisions were made this
year, some good, some
bad, and some scary.
At the end of each day, I
could not be more grateful for the amount of love
and support I have had in
and out of the classroom. I
struggled sometimes, but I
also thrived. I want to thank
all my parents for pushing
me to greatness and loving and supporting me no matter what path
I chose. I love you all dearly. The amount of joy and excitement is
also overwhelming due to the thought of receiving my diploma for
all the work I have accomplished. It was not easy. I cannot wait to
see what the world is going to throw at me because I know I will
tackle it. I will look back one day and miss my fantastic friends and
teachers, but I know that new challenges and success await me. I
will make it big in this world because I was given the best opportunity to do so--not everyone can say that. I have been waiting for
my time to shine, and it will soon be here, but for now, I will make
the best of each and every day that I am given the opportunity to
flourish.

After high school,
graduate to a great career.
Adecco can help you start your career
in the exciting automotive industry.
School’s almost out let Adecco help you get your foot in the
door of some of the area’s premier automotive employers.
We have exclusive opportunities available with leading
automotive companies throughout Ohio and we offer a
competitive salary as well as a comprehensive benefits
package.

Adecco currently has
opportunities in
St. Paris, London, Marysville,
Russells Point and Bellefontaine.
To Learn more about these opportunites, or to find out how Adecco
can get your career in gear after graduation, contact us today.

Call 937-398-7411

40878831

Apply today at www.adeccousa.com branch 5890
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ANDREw HARRIS
Andrew is the son of
Michael Harris and Rhonda
Harris. He specialized in
Auto Technology II while attending Ohio High Point. He
plans to enter the workforce
upon graduation from high
school.

MEGAN HARRIS
School was not always
a walk in the park for me.
In third grade, I decided
that I did not want to go to
school anymore, so I would
refuse to go, and I had to
be dragged into the school
kicking and screaming. That
behavior did not last long,
though, because I soon
realized that I loved school.
Looking back, I wish I
had not acted the way I
did. Now I am in National
Honor Society and ranked
eighteenth in my class. I
would first like to thank my grandma for always putting up with me.
I will never forget when she said, “The day will be what you make
it.” I would also like to thank her for raising me and turning me into
the young lady that I have become. Next I would like to thank Mrs.
deNijs for helping me a lot throughout this year. This year has not
been easy, due to medical problems, but she has always worked
with me and supported me. Lastly, I would like to thank Mr. Sapp
and Mr. Myers for helping me to come out of my shell and perform
in front of others. When I started high school, I was shy and never
thought I could perform in front of anyone, but marching band and
choir has taught me otherwise. Every Friday night I would perform
in front of a huge crowd, and since my freshman year, I have had
two solos. Marching band has not only helped with my shyness,
but also with making friends. Without marching band, I do not think
I would have the close friends who all support me today. Finally,
thank you Urbana High School staff for making these last four years
amazing; I will miss you all.

DILLON HASFORD
As senior year comes
to an end, I can gladly
say I have enjoyed my
experiences here at
UHS. Although I am very
excited to move on to the
next chapter of my life, I
will miss all the memories
I have made throughout
my high school career. I
did not participate in many
extracurricular activities;
however, I did play football.
In football I achieved AllConference honors all three
years I played, and I was
also named Team MVP my senior year. I was also a team captain.
I would like to thank Coach Daniels for everything he did for me
by preparing me to be the best man I can be. My football experiences are what I will miss most about my time here at UHS. I have
learned many things from football such as being a powerful leader
and fighting through adversity. There are many things I will remember about my years here. All the early mornings I had to get up for
school to all the late nights I stayed up to finish homework. I would
also like to thank Mrs. deNijs for pushing me in the classroom. Who
knows if I would even be up on the stage receiving my diploma
without her? Last, but not least, I would like to thank all my family
members for all the sacrifices they have made for me, especially
my mom and dad. After graduation I will be attending Clark State in
hopes of someday becoming a physical therapist.

ISRAEL HERNANDEZ, JR.
Israel is the son of Nicole
and Israel Hernandez. He
will attend The Ohio State
University in the fall.
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KAELI “MADISYN” HORN

KALEN HOwELL, JR.

When I began my
Hillclimber career at
Urbana High School, I was
not expecting time to fly
this quickly. Every year, I
have played the same three
sports: soccer, basketball,
and track. I have lettered
all four years in soccer and
track, but in basketball I
only lettered three years. I
have received Honorable
Mention All-CBC for soccer
twice. This year I was named
Second Team All-CBC, and
I was also asked to participate in the District 8 All-Star game. In basketball, I have received
Special Mention All-CBC and the Coach’s Award. Throughout my
years running track, I was presented with the Most Valuable Runner as a junior. I have also been involved with 4-H, Junior Fair Board,
and FFA. In these activities, I have accomplished so much while also
learning to grow as an individual. I also volunteered to coach a 14-U
recreational soccer team for Urbana Youth Sports.
I would like to thank my family and everyone who has supported
me through high school. This fall I plan to attend Kent State University
to major in athletic training and minor in Spanish. Kent State will provide a satisfactory environment for me to grow physically, emotionally, and intellectually. I am excited to see what the future has in store
for me, as well as the rest of my classmates in the Class of 2017!

I am still not sure how I
feel about graduating and
going off to college, but I
definitely have made many
great memories. Most people dread going to school
early in the morning, but
somehow I am the opposite.
High school has taught me
valuable lessons that I will
carry with me through the
rest of my life. I have also
learned a lot from basketball, and this year has
been the most fun I have
had playing basketball.
The bonds that are made when you spend everyday of the week
except one day with teammates are never forgotten. I will never
forget my experience with DECA this year. This year was my first
time being apart of DECA, and it was a great time. Mr. Okane is one
of the funniest teachers that I know; he gets the whole class dying
of laughter all the time. He likes to have fun, but he also likes to get
work done, which makes him a great teacher. Since I was in some
of his business classes, it showed me that I am actually interested in
something other than basketball and food. I will be going to college
after I graduate and will be studying business along with technology. I cannot thank all of my teachers enough for always wanting me
to succeed. The hard work from my teachers has absolutely paid
off. I would like to thank my coach Jeremy Dixon for always believing in me and pushing me to get better everyday. I would not be the
player I am today without him. I can never stop thanking my parents
who do so much for me on a daily basis. This last year has been
amazing overall, and hopefully it stays that way.

TY HORSLEY
As I walked down the hill
on Friday nights, I never
thought the end would come
this fast. Soon, instead of the
football team at my side,
I will be one of the many
seniors walking down that
hill to graduation. I would not
want to be graduating at any
other school. My classmates
and I have built a bond
since sixth grade. I got into
the game a little late, but I
think transferring to Urbana
City Schools was one of the
greatest decisions I have
ever made. UHS has given me the opportunities of a lifetime. I got to
participate in football and track for four years. I also got to take honors classes, art, art history, and DECA. Urbana may be a small town,
but it is a land of opportunity. Being a Hillclimber creates a special
feeling of pride. I would not trade the past four years for anything.
I would like to thank Mrs. Simpson for pushing me and always
being there for me. I would also like to thank the guidance office for
making my days. I would like to thank my friends for pushing me and
bringing out my true identity. High school would have been miserable without these people. Finally, I would like to thank my family for
pushing me and never giving up on me, even when I did myself. No
one has ever said that high school was easy, and I know why now.
As I continue on the path to the future, I thank Urbana University,
Columbus State, and the Marine Corps for giving me an opportunity
to choose from. No matter where I go, I will take my Climber Pride
with me. Thank you, Urbana, thank you!

JACOB HUDSON
Jacob is the son of Kelly
Hudson and Alan Hudson.
He studied Diesel Technology I. He plans to enter the
workforce upon graduation
from high school.
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MORGAN IMEL

APRIL JACKSON

Graduation is something
everyone looks forward to
because we do not have
to wake up early anymore,
and we can either work or
go to college. When I was
in junior high, I would hear
all of these rumors about
the high school like “The
work is so hard!” and “The
teachers are so mean!”
when in reality they are
not mean at all. You think
that high school is so bad,
and people give you the
impression of freshman
“fresh meat” getting thrown into lockers like you see in movies, but
that is not what happens. I was at Urbana schools for most of my life.
I have made a lot of friends and lost a lot of friends during my time
at Urbana High School. I have also met many great teachers along
the way. While at Urbana High School, I have made memories that
I will never forget. I have also learned a lot about myself and other
people. I have learned that “There are no silver platters handed
to you during your senior year” thanks to Mrs. deNijs. I have also
learned how to do taxes (something everyone needs to know after
high school) from Mr. Pittsenbarger. I had a great time at Urbana,
and I am going to miss being here along with the rest of the Class
of 2017.

I liked that I was able to
spend my four years with
my friends new and old. My
mom Connie Jackson (Burnett) went to school here
for all four years of her high
school career. My favorite
teachers that I’m going to
miss are Ms. Burcham, Mrs.
Beier, Mr. Edwards, Mrs.
fleece, Mrs. Gretzinger,
Mrs. Mays, Mrs. Moore, Mr.
O’Kane, Mrs. Padilla, Mrs.
Simpson, Mr. Swain, Mr.
Trenor, Ms. Westerman,
Mrs. Pittsenbarger, Mrs.
Evans, Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. Fox, and my math and English 12 classes.
My hobbies are writing, listening to music, playing with my tablet,
and watching T.V. My plan is to go college after high school. I want
to say thank to all of my teachers that have helped me out throughout my years here.

DEVON ISON
Devon is the son of
Kendra Brooks and Michel
Ison. Devon was a fulltime
college credit plus student
at Wittenberg University this
2016-2017 school year.

LUCAS JAMES
Urbana has been a great
place where the teachers
are like friends and they are
willing to help you to graduate. My extra-curricular
activities were Bowling
and Baseball. My favorite
teacher was Mr. Trenor.
I will remember walking
down the halls going to
classes and I will miss that. I
plan to go to college where
I will get my engineering
degree. I want to travel the
world to help anyone and
everyone. I would like to
say thank you to Ms. Entsminger, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Swain, and Mrs.
Fleece as well.

URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2017 17

Haylee Johns

Madison Johnson

These past four years at
Urbana High School have
left me with memories that
I will cherish for the rest of
my life--from the pep rallies
to the cheering in the student section at basketball
and football games with my
classmates. The most precious memories, however,
were made at musical.
Spending late nights for
four years with people that
enjoy theatre as much as I
do made high school that
much better. The encouragement from everyone around me during musical built my confidence and helped mold me into the person I am today. Senior year
has really made me come out of my shell and make friends with so
many new people. Perhaps my biggest regret is not being myself
earlier in my high school career. My new friends have given me a
great support system and have made me truly happy.
After high school I plan to attend Wright State University, majoring in English and creative writing to pursue a career as an author. I
would like to thank my family and friends for always pushing me to
be the best I can be. A special thanks goes out to my mom for being a single parent but still managing to make sure I had everything
that I needed. Throughout my whole four years, she never missed
a tennis match or softball game. She has always been there to
support me, and I hope one day I am able to repay her. As for my
classmates, it was amazing to see everyone grow and change, and
I cannot wait to see what you all do in the future. I wish you all the
greatest of luck, and I hope you achieve your dreams!

My years at Urbana High
School have been filled
with wonderful memories,
forever friends, and life lessons that will help me, as I
grow older. Throughout my
high school career, I have
really gotten to know myself
personally and things that
I like and enjoy and things
that I do not enjoy so much.
High school has taught
me responsibility and that
procrastination and giving
up is never an option. I have
worked hard inside and
outside the classroom to achieve the best grades possible, and, as
a result, I made it into National Honor Society. I would like to give a
big thanks to all of the teachers who have pushed me to work hard
and not give up when there were many times those thoughts were
in my head. Thanks to my parents, Lester Johnson and Michelle
Yakubik, and my stepparents, Kelly Walter and Scott Yakubik, for
making everything I desired possible and for always having faith
in me. An extra thank you to my dad-- thank you for all of those late
nights up studying with me for my big government or science test
even though you had to be up by 5:00 AM for work the next morning. I would also like to thank Katie Miller for listening to me and
helping me since eighth grade. I will never forget my high school
journey or the people that were a part of it with me.

Cooper Johnson
Growing up is one of the
hardest things that people
have to face; most of us
would rather stay young
forever. We all have to
grow up, though. That is
the thing that high school
has taught me the most-you have to adapt to the
environment around you.
Throughout high school, I
was known for my ability to
play soccer. This past year,
however, when I realized I
would be going to college
for football, it made me take
a step back and look at the path I traveled to get to this point. The
friends that I made my freshman year and the countless memories
that they helped me create have carried me along this path. As I
became more involved in sports and attended sporting events, my
friend circles grew. These friends helped make my high school
experience unforgettable. They helped me walk around school with
a smile on my face at all times. When I would get down on myself,
there was always someone there I could look to for a joke. Making
as many connections and relationships in high school is one of the
most beneficial lessons I have learned. That lesson will carry into
my career in the financial field and allow me to be more successful as a result. Thank you, Urbana, and thank you to all the people I
have met.

Nick Johnson
I will never forget my
time at Urbana High School,
whether it is the countless
hot summer two-a-days, the
basketball student section,
the school dances, the pep
rallies, or sitting in class
taking notes. These last
four years have been full of
ups and downs, but I would
not like it any other way.
We all go through tough
times in life, whether it
was with school, family, or
a girlfriend. We all have
faced adversity. Sometimes
life will smack us in the face, and it will knock us on our backs. The
choice we have is whether we should give up or get back up and
keep fighting. We all have the opportunity to get back up when
we get knocked down, and if we want to accomplish anything, we
have got to learn to fight back when life knocks us down. So many
people today are content with being mediocre because they do not
have the willpower to fight through adversity and end up dropping
out. Problems are a part of life. No matter where we are in our lives,
we will all have to face problems. The sooner we all learn to face
our problems and fears head on, the better off we will all be down
the road.
Right now, I just want to take the time to thank my family, friends,
coaches, and teachers that have helped me throughout my four
years at Urbana High School. These last four years have been unforgettable, and I am happy I got to spend my high school career with
great people like you all.
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ZACH JOHNSON

ELIZABETH JUSTICE

Entering high school is
a lot like getting on a roller
coaster; you feel excited
about entering something
new, yet nervous because
you do not know what you
will experience. During the
first months of freshman
year, you are on a steady
climb up, meeting new
people, making friends,
finding out what you are
into, and slowly becoming mature. Eventually,
though, that climb drops
off, and you start to plummet. Whether it is losing a friend, not keeping up with the work, or
simply becoming depressed, growing up starts to take its toll. After
a while, though, you bounce back and keep on keepin’ on. Sophomore and junior year are corkscrews and loops; they are filler for
what you are really aiming for--senior year.
This past year has been bittersweet. We count down the days
until we are free from our twelve-year educational prison, but we
also count down the days until we say goodbye to everything we
have known. What do we get after the years of testing, homework,
and high levels of stress; a piece of paper with our name on it. But is
that all we get? That piece of paper is a door, a door into a beautiful
and mysterious life that we control.
Vincent Van Gogh once said, “Great things are done by a series
of small things brought together.” Those small homework assignments, quizzy-poos, knowledge checks, and tests have led to this
moment, when we become men and women. Each of us are a blank
palette, and after we earn that diploma, it is up to us to decide
whether or not we will become a beautiful piece of art.

My experiences at Urbana High School will never
be forgotten. From the staff
that genuinely cares about
the student’s futures to the
generous students who
help others in the hallways,
Urbana High School has
some of the kindest people.
The staff truly tries their
best to make every student
feel safe and appreciated,
even if the rules seem a bit
redundant. I specifically
would like to thank Mrs.
Fleece, who never gave
up on students no matter their behavior. I would also like to thank
Jazzy Jeff for always being, well, jazzy, and putting so much effort
into making everyone smile. I hope that someday I will be as kind
and cheerful as he is. Lastly, I would like to thank Mrs. deNijs. While
past students made her out to be terribly difficult and evil, I, and
many others, see she truly cares about the students and wants
us to grow into intelligent adults who know how to write a welldeveloped essay. I never believed the people who told me I would
miss high school when it is all over, but now that I am coming to an
end to my senior year, I will greatly miss the friends I made and the
amazing teachers that I have had the honor to learn from. I am glad
that I am able to say I enjoyed my time spent at Urbana High School
and the people I spent it with.

RANDY JOSEPH, JR.

JOHNATHON KAMINSKI
Johnathon is the son of
Carla King. He is undecided
about his future plans.

I am the son of Amy and
Chris Felice. I attended
Ohio Hi Point for welding
and plan to enter the workforce upon graduation. Dad,
thank you for helping me
decide welding for a career
path and helping provide
me a job after graduation.

HALEY KING
Haley King’s guardians
are Shirley Pullins and Rodney Pullins She attended
Ohio High Point and studied
Printing and Graphics II .
She is undecided about her
plans after graduation.
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KALISTA KITCHEN
Kalista is the daughter
of Shawn and Christina
Kitchen. She attended Ohio
High Point and studied Allied Health and Nursing II.
She plans to study nursing
at Clark State Community
Collete in the fall.

OLIVIA KRIEGER
I spent four long years
walking the halls of Urbana
High School, but it went
by in a blink of an eye. I
made many memories that
I will always cherish. My
friends and teammates
helped shape me into who
I am today, and I couldn’t
be happier about the way
things turned out. I want to
thank my grandfather and
my mother for being so
supportive and pushing me
to give my all in everything
I do. I am thrilled to start my
next adventure at The Ohio State University, where I will be further
advancing my education. I look forward to the future, and I say a bittersweet goodbye to the wonderful memories I have created here
at Urbana High School.
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MADISON LAROCQUE

MORGAN LATTIMER

“I think being different,
going against the grain of
society is the greatest thing
in the world” -Elijah Wood.
These few words seem to
have laid the framework
for the person I am now
and still becoming. I love to
break society’s barriers and
do new, funky things. I tend
to lead a pack, not follow. I
stood out as a leader to my
teachers when I was chosen
as the junior to represent
Urbana High School at a 3
day HOBY Seminar over the
summer. This program may have been very short, but it seems to
have left an everlasting effect on me. It showed me how important it
is to do kind things for others and to be a strong leader, encouraging others to follow in my footsteps. I plan to get a bachelor of Fine
Arts and minor in French at The Ohio State University next fall. I’d
like to thank Mrs. Simpson for everything she has done for me. The
art room is literally my second home. Without you I would be lost
going to college. You truly set me on the path to success. My love
for art flourished when I met you. Art has been the most important
and most influential class I have taken in high school and it means
so much. My heart aches to leave this basement and to go off to
college. I will miss you so much Simpson. I have never met someone so blunt, sarcastic and still welcoming all in one. I am going to
miss your chalkboard quotes and you walking in at the worst, yet
best times. I’d also like to thank Mrs. Miller for always having open
arms and never a judgmental eye. She is always there and makes
sure she has time to get me in. Lastly, I would like to thank my parents and my boyfriend. I always have their never-ending support.
I’m thankful they have put up with all my weird High School phases.
I wouldn’t be where I am without them.

From the ages of five to
eighteen, most of my fellow
graduates and I have been
a part of the Urbana school
system. Together we have
experienced new teachers,
and we made new memories every year. From my
kindergarten field trip to
the zoo to the sixth grade
Kirkmont trip to the eighth
grade LipDub project, to
the many high school athletic team bonding events I
have experienced, I cannot
help but think that I am
going to miss this school and the people in it more than I thought I
would.
Over the years, there were many times when I was stressed
balancing my schoolwork, sports, and job. There were times when I
wanted to give up, but thanks to my family and teachers, I was able
to persevere. I have had some great teachers who pushed me and
encouraged me to be the best that I can be. For that, I want to thank
them. I also want to thank my parents for attending every school
program, concert, musical, sporting match and meet, and for their
constant support with my academic studies.
With the help of the people around me, I have decided to attend
Sinclair Community College next year where I hope to earn an associate of applied science in American Sign Language interpretation. I then plan on transferring to Wright State University to pursue
a Bachelor of Science in sign language interpreting with a minor in
deaf studies.
I would like to wish my fellow classmates good luck as they venture out into the world. To the younger classes, keep your heads up;
you are almost done.

SAVANNAH LAYNE
I would first like to thank
my family and friends for
all the endless support
they gave me throughout
my high school career.
They have pushed me and
helped me get through
these last four years. I
would also like to give a
special thanks to the Mrs.
deNijs, Mrs. Moore, and
Mrs. Fleece, who have
made a huge impact on my
high school career. I want
to thank them for spending
time working with me and
helping me get through these last four years. I will always remember going to choir with my best friend Kelsey and having endless
laughs and making so many memories. I have created a family in
choir that I will always remember. After graduation, I plan to attend
Clark State to become a preschool teacher and live my dream of
working with young children.
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NICHOLAS LEBLANC

BRAEDEN LEHMAN

Time has its way of catching up on people, doesn’t
it? It’s almost been eighteen
years and it really has taken
its toll on me, presumably in
a similar manner to others.
I may not have spent much
time here at Urbana, and
truthfully not great times
either, but it definitely has
helped me reinforce my
ambitions as a student
and as a person. Practicing competitive Super
Smash Bros. and programming have helped me get
through the year, and thankfully I’ve been able to develop my skills
doing both and relax as a result. While I may not have many friends,
I could still find joy in the time I did spend with them. Thankfully,
it doesn’t mean my time was all bad; the teachers that I had were
some of the most phenomenal and entertaining ever, with Mrs.
deNijs’s boisterous and charismatic attitude, Mr. Pittsenbarger’s
sense of humor and abilities as a teacher (AP Calc was the best
class I’ve taken in a while!), and Mr. Trenor’s infectious exuberance. I’ll admit, I wasn’t the best student (I was a bit of a trainwreck
when it came to homework), but they helped me try and maintain
motivation to get even the most arduous and frustrating tasks accomplished. I want to extend thanks to all of my teachers, along with
my mother for always being there to help me in quite literally every
way she could, my sister for almost too many things to count, despite her irritability, my dad for practically the same reason as my
mom, Tyler Wissman for helping me destress and vent my frustrations after a long day, Mrs. Miller for being optimistic and helpful at
every moment possible, and the few friends I made along the way.

The past four years at
Urbana High School have
been memorable. Teachers,
friends, and extracurricular
activities have made my
time here very enjoyable.
I am lucky to be able to
grow up with the kids in my
community, and I wish it did
not have to come to an end.
I have created many memories that will last a lifetime,
and I will cherish them
forever. I remember one
memory in particular, when
my wrestling team won the
sectional tournament. All of our hard work paid off, and we were
rewarded with a photo in the school hallway. Knowing my picture
will hang in the Urbana High School as long as it stands makes me
feel grateful because I was given the opportunity to make history.
Some of my favorite memories have been created in the Urbana
High School, which makes it hard to leave.
I plan on creating many more memories, though, serving my
country, in the United States Air Force. I am excited to begin my
career and travel the world because there is so much more to the
world than Urbana, Ohio. However, I will never forget where I came
from or the people who have helped me get where I am today.
Overall, I have had a great time at Urbana High School, and I would
like to thank my friends and teachers for helping it become such a
great experience.

NICK LUNSFORD
The time I’ve spent at
UHS has changed for the
greater good, and I have
thanks to give to those people who have helped me
the most. First is none other
than Mr. Sapp because
without him and without
the band program, I don’t
think I could have made it
through a lot of days. He has
been there for me since
I first showed up back in
eighth grade. The second person to thank is my
mother. My mom is the sole
reason that I am the person I am. Without my mom, I don’t know
where I would be. She is my best friend, and I can’t ever tell her I
love her enough because I need her more than anyone else. The
third and final thanks I would like to give is to Mrs. deNijs and all of
my other English teachers for helping me and being patient with
me. Everyone complains about her class and says she doesn’t care,
but she just wants the best for every single one of her students,
and I am grateful for her help. There are so many activities at the
school; out of all the programs at UHS, soccer and marching band
are the only two that I put everything I had into because they meant
so much to me. My memories from the band room will always be a
part of me because my fellow band members are part of my family.
I plan to major in graphic design and hopefully play soccer in
college. Thank you UHS for shaping me into who I am. I hope both
our paths continue strong.
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SETH MANGUS
As a student-athlete at Urbana high school, I cannot
thank teachers and coaches
enough for the lessons
learned and memories
made over the past four
years. It feels like just last
month I was sitting in physical science, learning about
the properties of solids,
liquids, and gasses. Thinking back on my career at
UHS, there is not much I
would change; it has been
an exhilarating ride that will
leave me with stories to tell
for the rest of my life. I would like to thank all my teachers; they saw
something in me that, at times, I was unable to see myself. Every
teacher has pushed me to be the best student I was capable of
being. As a four-year varsity baseball player, I would like to thank
Coach Bowdle and the entire coaching staff that has lead me to my
successes over the past four years. As a man, I would like to thank
my father, Jamie, grandmother, Connie, grandfather, Floyd, and my
aunt Chris. All of you have been major influences on my life; I would
not want to walk this journey of life without any of you. To my father,
thank you for driving me countless hours to baseball practice,
games, and tournaments. To my grandmother, thank you for being
arguably my biggest supporter and for also making sure that I am
well fed before all my games! To my grandfather, I am unbelievably grateful for the many lessons that you have taught me over the
years! I will continue to use them over the many years to come. To
Aunt Chris, you have been the one who has pushed me to strive
for greatness in all aspects of life. You have gone out of your way to
make me feel loved like no other!

GRACE MCCONNELL
Grace is the daughter
of Amy Knotts and Chris
McConnell. She studied culinary 2B while at Ohio High
Point. She is undecided
about her plans after graduation from high school.

AUSTIN MCFARLAND
Austin is the son of Rose
Erwin. Austin is undecided
on his future plans.

MACKENZIE MCGILL
Throughout my high
school career, I have been
involved in marching band,
concert band, jazz band,
OMEA Solo and Ensemble,
National Honor Society, the
mentor program at East Elementary, French club, 4-H,
and FFA. I am the president
and a student director of the
marching band, president
of the French Club, and
vice-president of National
Honor Society. I have enjoyed every moment of my
high school career, especially English class with Mrs. deNijs. I would like to thank Mrs. D for
opening up my mind and making me see the world from a different
perspective. Thanks to Madame Padilla and Madame Woodgerd
for instilling in me the desire to travel the world. I would also like
to thank my mom and my family for believing in me and supporting everything I do. I would not be where I am today without you.
Lastly, thanks to Jacque Howell, Marianne Antram, and Mr. Sapp for
contributing to my love of music and helping me pursue my career
in music. In the fall, I will attend Capital University, majoring in music
industry and minoring in business. Albus Dumbledore once said,
“It does not do to dwell on dreams and forget to live.” Over the past
four years, I have dreamed of my future, and now it is time to start
living it.

URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2017 23

BRANDI MCGRANAHAN

KEVIN MCKEE

I have spent the last four
years of my life at Urbana
High School. I have had so
many good times and bad
times at this high school.
I have become so close
to many of my classmates
and my teachers. I am so
blessed to say that I have
spent the last four years
at this school because
everyone accepts everyone; I am blessed to come
from a school like this. My
time spent at Urbana High
School has been the best
years of my life. I am always going to miss this school, and it will be
weird to wake up and not coming to this school anymore. I would
like to thank all of my teachers for helping me make sure it was
possible to graduate, especially Mrs. deNijs, Mr. Mays, and Mrs.
Moore.
In the future, I plan to go to Clark State and get my associate’s
degree, and then I will go to a college to major in psychology and
counseling in order to become a mental health counselor to help
teenagers that may be having a hard time. They really care about
helping their students graduate and make it possible to become
successful. I would like to say a goodbye to everybody I have become close to throughout my high school career. Thank you for the
memories. It has been a great experience, and I am really going to
miss my days spent at Urbana High School.

My past 12 years have
been tough. Even though
I have had a rough home
life it’s been heck of a time
in school all my life. There
were many good times
at school that put me in a
good mood. I was in band
from 6th-12th grade. My
years in band were some
good times, especially
marching band. Our band
was always like a family
and a lot of people have
changed me and affected
me in many positive ways. I
want to thank Ms. E, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Bum, Mrs. Beier Mrs. Woods,
Mr. Sapp, and my mom for all the support. To all you underclassmen, I would recommend that you stay in school and don’t give up.
You only get one chance to make something out of yourself while
you’re in high school.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

C OLLISION C ENTER
229 Downs Ave. Urbana, OH. 43078
(p) 937.652.3880 (f) 937.652.3874

(E) wreck-a-mended@ctcn.net • www.wreck-a-mendedllc.com
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Alison Melms

Carter Miller

The last four years have
been quite a memorable
experience. I believe my
best choice was taking an
Ag class. I am finishing out
my last year as an FFA officer for Urbana’s chapter,
and I hold so much pride
for this organization. It
has presented me with
many challenges, but also
more laughs and good
memories than I ever
thought possible. I did not
play any sports, but I was
still taught teamwork and
leadership. Because of this, I have to thank Mr. Wilhelm and Mrs.
Zachrich for their guidance and encouragement that lead me to
many successes. Having an innate love for literature, I would also
like to thank all my English teachers, and specifically Mrs. deNijs
for pushing me to live up to my full potential and having faith in
my abilities. The thing I will remember most about my days at
UHS are the amazing friends I surrounded myself with. The love,
support and acceptance they brought shaped me into who I
am today. I do not know what my future holds or what I want my
lifelong career to be. What I do know is that I will not stop until I
find something that I truly love doing. Thank you, Urbana High, for
providing a unique experience that I will never forget.

Attending Urbana High
School the past four years
has forced me to take on the
responsibility of becoming an
independent individual and
managing my time to the best
of my ability. Throughout the
years, I have endured major
amounts of stress due to big
assignments or tackling too
many at one time while going
to work right after school
most days. This gave me
absolutely no choice but to be
independent and learn how to
manage my time wisely. Being
self-sufficient is a life skill that will assist me in obtaining success in any
career I choose to pursue after graduation. Although I took on those
responsibilities, I cannot take all the credit for my overall success. I had
an amazing support system in school due to finding the most supportive group of friends who have played a huge role in my life. Many of
my friends have helped me with my schoolwork along the way as well
as creating unforgettable memories that I will cherish forever. My supW
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ALI MILLNER

JACOB MOLTON

Abraham Lincoln once
said, “And in the end, it is
not the years in your life
that count, it’s the life in
your years.” High school
can either be the best or
the worst years of your life,
and it is completely what
you make of it. I started my
high school career as an
awkward freshman who was
only in choir because it was
an easy A. Now as a senior,
my love for music has blossomed into being not only
in choir, but also in shows
choir, marching band, and musical. While others found their comfort
in the locker room and on the field, I found mine in the choir and
band room, on stage, and in front of a Friday night crowd. My junior
year I started marching band and show choir, and I was inducted
into the National Honor Society. Later that spring, I got the once in a
lifetime opportunity to twirl along side my friends in the band at Walt
Disney World and perform fun Disney songs with the choir. I would
like to thank my friends over the years for being by my side through
not only the good times, but also the bad. I was lucky enough to be
surrounded by people who cared about me and wanted to see me
succeed. I would also like to thank my parents for always encouraging me and for making me the person I am today. This fall I will
attend Ohio Dominican University to major in social work and minor
in education. Although I am moving on to the next chapter in my life,
I will forever and always be a Hillclimber.

I would like to start by
thanking all of my teachers
for all the hard work they
put in day after day to help
educate us. As jobs go,
teaching is definitely not in
the center circle of a Venn
Diagram with ‘high paying’
and ‘stress free’ as the two
overlapping circles. That
being said, some specific
teachers that have stood out
to me would be those that
I had this year, Mr. Sapp,
Mr. Pittsenbarger, Mrs.
deNijs, Mr. Wilhelm, Mrs.
Zaborowski, and Mrs. McDonald. To other students: get involved.
Whether it is a school club, sport, band, or some other extracurricular activity, do something. It is good to focus on academics but too
much of just that will make you miserable. I did marching band all
four years; we went to Disney and so many other places, all experiences that I know I could not have gotten anywhere else. I only did
quiz team for my last two years, and I wish that I could go back and
do it for all four. Basically, what I am saying is find something else to
do in high school while you can.
I would now like to end by thanking the rest of the staff and
administration at Urbana. To those people in the guidance, athletic,
and main offices as well as the janitorial staff, thank you for all you
do. While I know I am extremely ready to graduate, I know I will
miss the experience that has been the past four years. Except for
waking up early. I won’t miss that at all.

KAYLEE MOFFITT
I cannot believe the day
is finally here, and we are all
walking down the hill for the
final time as Hillclimbers
with all of the classmates I
have grown up with. Soon
we will be going our own
separate ways. These past
four years definitely have
flown by in the blink of an
eye. All of the memories
made in the demolished
classrooms will never fade.
The constant stress was
worth it in the end as I start
the next chapter of my life,
but I would like to thank the guidance office for always being there
for me. Softball plays such an important role in my life; I have been
playing since I was five, and I have loved it ever since. I would like
to thank Aaron Pittsenbarger and Corina Fain for never giving up
on me and helping me learn new positions the past two years of
softball. Many life lessons have been taught through my sports
thanks to the numerous coaches that I have had. I have attended the
academic banquet the past two years and received scholar athlete
for basketball this past season. I have also participated in 4-H for
eight years and FFA for one year. I would like to thank my parents
for making everything possible the past four years of high school
and for pushing me to do my best not only in school but in sports
as well. Another special thanks to my grandparents for everything
they do for me in order to succeed. I plan to further my education
at Urbana University majoring in criminal justice. I am so excited to
see what my future holds ahead of me.

STORMY MOSSBARGER
Stormy is the daughter
of Angela Magann. She
studied culinary 2B while
at Ohio High Point. She is
undecided about her future
plans.
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Mitchell Moyer

Tyler Myers

My time at UHS has been
some of the most memorable moments in my life.
Some of my best experiences throughout my four
years in high school have
revolved around sports,
more specifically, football.
My most memorable moments in my football career
include my first varsity
game playing nose guard,
weighing only 135 pounds,
being awarded the Joseph
Heddle Pound for Pound
award two times, and our
double overtime win over Bellefontaine. Although we did not have
the success that we worked for each and everyday, I would not have
chosen to spend my time in high school with another group of guys
on earth. The people that I have spent my summers, afternoons, and
Friday nights with have become more than just friends and coaches; they became brothers. There is nothing better than the feeling of
walking down the hill through a tunnel of trees, bursting through the
massive paper banner, while the marching band plays, and running
across the field towards nearly the entire town cheering as loudly as
they can. Out of every sporting event I have played at or watched,
there is not a better atmosphere on earth than in Climber Stadium
on a Friday night. I definitely would not be where I am today if it
were not for the coaches, teachers, and friends pushing me to be
better. Because of the help from my coaches, I decided to continue
my football career at Otterbein University and study engineering.

I still remember my first
day at UHS; I mistakenly
walked into the wrong class
at the start of first period,
and high school was not off
to an enjoyable start. Now,
after four years in this place,
I can honestly say that I am
going to leave UHS with
more good memories than
bad ones. First and foremost, thanks to my parents
for always supporting me.
Thanks to my boys Caleb
Peterson and Luc Russell
for always wanting to make
great memories amidst our conflicting schedules. Thank you to every teacher at UHS (even you, Mrs. McDonald, who always seemed
to not be amused by my jokes), but especially to the following: Ms.
Cress, Mr. Schelle, Mr. Mays, Mr. Jackson, Mrs. deNijs, Ms. Michael,
Mrs. Zachrich, and Ms. Smith. The eight of you have impacted my
time here the most, and I appreciate everything I learned from you
all. To Mr. O’Kane, having you both freshman and senior year made
me realize how great of a teacher you are, and I hope you take
Roam to all of the places you visit when you retire. Finally, thanks to
the best guidance counselor in the world, Mrs. Leonard. Extracurricular activities helped me make the most of my four years here by
getting involved and going on trips to Cocoa Beach, Chicago, and
Anaheim. I would not be the person I am today without the almost
two years spent as an employee at Burger King-- shout out to Austyn Fain and Chris Davis. I am very excited to start the next chapter
of my life at the University of Dayton, where I will study political
science. As part of the LAST class to ever attend all four years in the
old buildings-- thank you UHS.

Austin Murray
Honestly, I cannot believe
that my thirteen-year journey through school is coming to an end so quickly. It
feels like yesterday I was
going to the bus stop for
my first day of high school. I
have attended Urbana City
Schools my entire life. My
favorite thing about going
to school at Urbana is the
atmosphere; generally,
the students and teachers
are a respectful, positive
group to be around. One
of my biggest memories at
Urbana is when I won my first wrestling match. In the eighth grade
there was a dual meet between Springfield and Urbana, and I beat
the 80-pounder from Springfield. Throughout my wrestling career, I
have had a lot of highlights and achievements. I made it to districts
both sophomore and senior year. Senior year I placed first in the
sectional tournament. During my senior year awards ceremony I
won the CBC Sportsmanship Award, Hillclimber Award, Third Year
Varsity Award, and the Athlete of the Month for January 2017. When
I graduate high school, I plan on attending a two-year college to
obtain an associate degree in criminal justice. I plan to eventually
become a police officer on a small town police force. With my future plans set, I would like to thank everyone in my life who got me
this far.. I would like to thank my teachers, coaches, friends, family
and parents for helping me stay focused, determined, and dedicated to get through high school. Congratulations to all my classmates
and good luck in the future!

Hanna Newman
I remember walking in
the doors on the first day
of freshman year. I was a
nervous wreck and got lost
at least three times. I never
could have imagined how
much I would learn in just
four short years. Attending Urbana High School
really helped me build my
personality and find myself.
I created a lot of relationships with teammates, peers,
and underclassmen. Being
involved in a number of
sports seasons has made
the biggest impact on my life. I learned how to communicate with
others and contribute to decision-making with my teammates. Sports
taught me how to be competitive and push myself to my full ability.
My four years of high school have been a rollercoaster of emotions,
especially senior year. It’s bittersweet to be walking down the hill and
receiving my diploma. After graduation, I plan to attend community
college and study dental hygiene. I am ecstatic to be starting a new
chapter in my life, but I will never forget the memories I have made
during my high school experience. I am grateful to have grown up
with so many amazing people, and I hope to keep in contact with my
closest friends. I would like to thank my parents for always believing
in me and pushing me to be the person I am today.
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HUNTER NICHOLS

BRIDGET OFORI

1,130 days later, and everything is ending. I will be
taking my last stroll through
the halls of UHS and walking down the hill to the next
chapter of my life. High
school has provided me
with so many memories that
I will never forget. Whether
it was soccer, musical, the
stands at a football game or
just sitting in the classroom,
everyone here has made
an impact on my life, and
I could never thank them
enough. I would like to
thank all of my teachers, coaches, and the guidance office because
you have all helped me through so much. I would also like to thank
all of my friends and family for helping me deal with the stress of
high school and giving me some of the best memories. I would
like to give a special thanks to my parents, Kim and Joe Nichols, my
grandparents, Ruth Weese and Bud Nichols, as well as my sisters
Alisha, Ashley, and Haley. Even though you could not be here for my
entire high school career, I would also like thanking my grandparents, Gene Weese and Nora Nichols. You all have been my number
one fans through this journey, and I could never thank you enough.
This fall, I will attend Bellarmine University to further my studies
in history and psychology. Some advice I would like to give the
incoming freshman and the underclassmen is that everyone will
tell you high school is the best years of your life, but that is for you
to decide. You have to make it the best years of your life. Finally, to
my fellow graduates, thank you. These last thirteen years have been
the best of my life. You are all talented and wonderful people. I wish
you all luck in your life’s journey.

Robert Gallagher said
change is inevitable.
Graduating Class of 2017,
I would like to pay tribute
to each and every memory.
You have left an indelible legacy of excellence,
achievement, and tradition
for generations to come.
Underclassmen, do not take
high school for granted.
Take risks. Be involved.
Don’t be scared. You may
not think you will miss the
little things you did in high
school, but once you realize
it really is gone forever, it becomes important. Bill Moss taught me
“it’s the little things that matters.” He was right.
I would like to pay tribute to the wonderful teachers, my parents,
and peers - you have all guided and shaped me into the lady I am
today. As a freshman, you hear high school is hard, and senior year
is the most stressful of them all. When you have the right people
with you, it becomes so easy. Mrs. Miller literally followed us
throughout our career, starting as our eighth grade counselor. She
was also my volleyball coach so I was stuck with her. I was able to
go to her for anything. Not all teachers get the privilege of seeing
their students grow; Deborah Kress has seen every year of my life,
from being my second grade teacher to occasionally subbing in
my high school classes. Finally, thanks to my parents for letting me
decide who I want to be and create my own path while pushing me
to do my best in school. After being accepted to college, I switched
schools about ten times but they stayed with me. Classmates, as
you tackle the inevitable changes, hold true to yourself. Today’s
achievements may fade or even be forgotten. The applause may
become a distant, but it will always be remembered.
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Megan Packard

JaShawn Christopher Payne

One of my favorite songs
coming into my last year
of high school says, “I’m
leavin’, pack my bags and
I’ll see ya later.” When I
first heard the song, they
were just lyrics. Now those
lyrics have become much
more powerful. Memories
are an amazing source I will
rely on these next couple of
months. I think some of the
most vivid ones will be the
football games, the show
choir, and even the musical.
Music is a go-to for me so
when I cannot have it during boot camp, I will cherish these moments. The Navy will be my future for the next eight years at least.
Right now, I see myself staying longer, but life always takes unexpected turns. When life was taking turns for me the past four years,
though, I always went to Val Leonard or Katie Miller. These women
influenced me to grow so positively and become as wise I have
become. Of course, I have much more wisdom to gain throughout
my life; they gave me a running start. I have to also thank Katie
deNijs for helping me through a lot of my struggles this year; she’s
one of the strongest women I have met. My mom and dad are to be
excessively thanked. My mom made me into such an independent,
versatile young woman. I don’t know how to thank her enough for
taking such good care of me, and not giving up on me. My dad
helped make me courageous and headstrong. I can’t thank him
enough for believing in me. So Dear Life: It may not seem like it, but
I’m ready to pack my bags. I’ll see you all later.

My time at at UHS has
been fun. I enjoyed every
year. My freshman year
was scary because I
did not know where my
classes were, and I was
so small compared to the
seniors. As I grew older, I
matured, but I still made
many mistakes along the
way. I learned from those
mistakes, though, and
moved on. I ran track, and I
played basketball, soccer,
and, senior year, football.
I will remember all the fun
times I had with friends during video class and photography. Also,
I’ll always remember how it feels to be a Climber and to run out on
the football field, soccer field, and track. We definitely were not the
most talented class, but we had fun, and we were still competitive.
After I graduate, I plan to join the Navy. I would like to thank all
of my teachers and Mr. and Mrs. Mays. I would like to give a special
thanks to Mrs. D for helping me realize that if I do not do my work
then I will not graduate. If it were not for her and some other teachers, I would not have the opportunity to walk down the hill in May.
High school was a great experience that taught me to work hard,
have fun, and grow up.

William Paul
Helen Keller once said,
“Life is either a great
adventure or nothing.”
Thinking about high school
as a child, I always wanted
to grow up and get there.
I wanted to be an adult so
badly, but now that I am
here at the end of my senior
year, I want to go back
to being a child in fourth
grade with no cares in the
world. Halfway through the
year, I decided to continue
my life’s adventure by joining the Navy. I will miss Urbana the most while I am in the Navy because it will be a different
world, but I am ready for the challenges that face me. I will always
want to return to being a child long-boarding around Urbana with
no cares in the world.
I want to say thank you to everyone I came in contact with who
has helped me grow and prepare for the next stage in my life.
Thank you to my grandparents and my parents for dealing with
me throughout my childhood and for preparing me to continue
on into my naval career. I am positive no commanding officer will
ever be as scary as my mother when I did not do something I was
supposed to. Thank you, Urbana, for fostering my childhood and
helping me develop into the young man I am today. I will forever be
a Hillclimber, something I will spread around the world as I travel
with the Navy.

Gabriele Pence
I have gone to Urbana
City Schools my whole life.
I spend most of my time in
the art room. Whether it
is painting or singing, my
life has been filled with
so much joy and laughter
because of the people at
Urbana High School. I have
been on the girls golf team
for the past four years, and I
have spent my Friday nights
cheering on our teams
dressed as Sparky. I am
also the assistant director
of the Let’s Jam Show Choir
and Melody Maker’s Hand Chime Choir where I get to sing and
dance along with students in grades two through five.
Of course I would love to thank my family for making me who I
am and steering me in the direction of success. I would also love to
thank the basement teachers, Rusty, Simpson, and Sapp because I
believe I can speak for all of their students here at UHS when I say
that I would not be same without having them around. Lastly, I would
like to thank God himself for placing me in a town with such great
people and mentors. Next year, I will attend Bowling Green State
University and major in early education program in hopes of one
day becoming an elementary principal.
I have been walking down the hill for years now never really
taking in the thought of it all, but this time --this time -- it is so much
more than just walking down a hill; it is that one moment where the
bud becomes the blossom.

URBANA HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2017 29

AUSTIN PETERSON
Austin is the son of
Destiny Byrd and Doug
Peterson. He attended Ohio
High Point and studied Diesel Technology II. He will
enter the workforce upon
graduation.

CALEB PETERSON
I have been blessed with
the opportunity of making
great memories with great
people, whom I would like
to thank, here at Urbana
High School. First, I would
like to thank my parents
because they have stood
by my side and worked
hard so I could have the
best opportunities in life.
Secondly, I would like to
thank a couple teachers
who had quite an impact on
me. Mr. Jackson was one
of the teachers who always
pushed and persuaded me to reach for the sky. Another teacher
that had an impact on who I am today is Mr. Bowdle, who is also
my baseball coach. He has been the most influential adult in my
life because he has always motivated me to perform well. Lastly, I
would like to thank my friends for cheering me up when I am down
and for sharing some of the best moments in my life.
My future will include going to college and becoming an actuary. Although college and a career sounds great, I am going to
miss playing soccer and baseball with my fellow classmates; I will
never forget winning the first CBC title in soccer. It will also be difficult to part with the cooking classes I very much enjoyed. Finally,
I will also miss the joking around and playing practical jokes on
classmates. All in all, I will never forget the great times I had here at
Urbana High School.

Congratulations Class of 2017 from:
Helping people go tHe extra mile

Congratulations to Madison laroCque
Full Service auto repair, tire and Wheel Sales
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NICKOLAS PETTIT

CONNER PRINCE

I am the son of Robert
and Holly Pettit. The last
four years of my life have
been, while at times stressful, quite enjoyable. The
lessons taught to me by my
teachers will stick with me
throughout these next years
as I progress into college
and afterwards a career.
They have not only taught
me in an educational sense
but also life lessons about
how to be a well-rounded
and courteous person.
I would like to thank all
my teachers for helping me to not fail my classes however; some
teachers deserve special thanks. Mr. Sapp for all the laughs, fun and
story times with Dave in marching, concert, pep, and jazz bands.
Mrs. Leonard for putting up with me these two years, sorry I was so
difficult and complicated. Mr. Jackson for encouraging my love of
History; and for flipping a desk at the end of the year (I’ll never forget that!). Mr. O’Kane for helping my BELIEVE in myself and make it
to state competition in DECA in addition to making my day a pleasant one. Lastly, Mrs. Evans for being the number one band mom
and best Secretary/life coach/any sport coach ever! Throughout my
four years I have been involved in a number of activities including
Marching Band serving as Secretary, Quizteam, Ohio Model United
Nations receiving the Distinguished Leader award, National Honor
Society serving as the Treasurer, Climber Leadership, DECA placing first in my even at districts, Tennis, Boy Scouts having earned
my Eagle Scout award, as well as being active in my church. After
graduation I plan to either Ohio University or The University of
Toledo to major in Finance and Accounting. It’s been a good four
years UHS but I’m ready to go, best of luck seniors!

I cannot believe how time
flies— it is about time to
graduate from high school!
I remember my first day
of high school as clear
as a sunny day. I entered
Señorita Martin’s Spanish
class with utter fear, and
I sat down with such an
enormous level of anxiety in
my bones. I even recall my
bones vibrated with nervousness as well! After that
class, I began to feel more
comfortable with the high
school transition, and today,
I have plenty of unforgettable things to recall. The most memorable
memories I have were with the Urbana High School Marching Band.
Marching band was an electrifying experience. I went to many
football games, local events, and even to Walt Disney World. These
places formulated fantastic memories that I will cherish forever!
Also, I would like to thank Mr. Sapp, Mrs. Pittsenbarger, Mrs. deNijs,
and Mrs. Leonard for shaping me into the person I am today. They
supported me so much throughout high school, and I would not
be the person I am today without them. Additionally, I would like
to thank my mom, dad, aunt, uncle, Ma, and Papa. They helped
me persevere through every obstacle and challenge I endured.
Though some obstacles and challenges were extremely exhausting
and frustrating, they always helped me push through each one, no
matter how exhausted they were. Now, I am pursuing a degree in
atmospheric sciences, and I will attend The Ohio State University
next fall. I will miss all of those who have helped me, and I am proud
to graduate as an Urbana Hillclimber!

MATTIE RANDOLPH
Mattie is the granddaughter of Robert Randolph. She
was fulltime college credit
plus this year. Mattie is
undecided about her future
plans.
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ALEXIS REAMS
Alexis is the daughter of
Lisa Perdue. She attended
Ohio High Point. Alexis is
undecided about her future
plans.

KIMBERLY REYNOLDS
Kimberly is the daughter
of Debra Reynolds. She
attended Ohio High Point
and studied Cosmetology. Kimberly will work
at The Styling Company
upon graduation from high
school.

TEHYA RICE
My high school experience at Urbana High School
has been an adventurous
journey, starting as freshmen to being a senior who
will graduate this year. I will
remember being nervous
at eighth grade graduation
thinking that next year my
class will be freshmen. Of
course, high school was not
easy; I had help from many
teachers, but the teachers
who helped me the most
through my tough times
going through high school
were the ones who believed that I could pass if I tried. I would
like to thank Mrs Smith, who was my tenth grade English teacher.
Although she no longer teaches at Urbana High School, she helped
me finally understand English better than I did in middle school.
Mrs Smith helped me understand that English is not as hard as it
seems as long as you are trying your best to achieve.
When I became a junior, I had one teacher that helped me
understand math better than I did in geometry. Mr Pittsenbarger
helped me understand as much as he could. Mr Pittsenbarger has
not only helped me last year, but he is also kind enough to help me
again this year because I did not understand all the techniques of
math from the year before. I am now doing better in understanding
the ways that he teaches and know that they are actually easier than
what I remember. I am now a senior and stressing over one class in
particular, which can only be my English teacher Mrs deNijs. Mrs
deNijs may give us a lot of assignments, but she also knows that as
seniors we can accomplish anything in our way. I’d like to thank all
the teachers that have helped me in my high school experience.

NATHAN RITCHIE
I would like to thank all
of my family and friends
that have supported me
throughout my high school
career. I want to give
special thanks to my mom,
dad, and grandparents for
always pushing me to strive
to be the best I can be,
especially when it comes
to academics. To my close
friends, I thank you all for
always standing by my
side. High school would
not have been anywhere
near as great without you
and I will never forget all of the fun times we had. Also, I will never
forget my time involved in DECA along with the many sweets I ate
over the years as an office aide. In the fall, I will be attending Xavier
University where I intend to study International Business. Once I
graduate I aspire to someday run my own multinational company
while also writing books on the side because I am passionate about
writing. Still, I refuse to stop there. I possess far greater designs for
my future though they will take many years to realize. I am simply
unable to settle for anything less than the world. I can only hope for
the same amount of support later in life that I was blessed with in
high school.
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HUNTER ROGAN
I am one of the graduating seniors at Urbana High
School. During my high
school career, I participated in varsity volleyball,
basketball, Spanish club
and DECA. The memories I have made involving
sports will be the most unforgettable memories. During my academic career,
I received honor roll all
four years and the scholar
athlete award as well. After
high school, I plan to attend
Ohio University and study
sports management.
I would like to take the time to thank my family, friends, coaches,
and advisors for pushing me to achieve something so important. I
also would like to thank them for making my high school experience so amazing. Something I will genuinely miss is the guidance
office staff. I have been a guidance aide for four years. They have
watched me grow from a baby freshman to a mature senior. I cannot thank them enough for guiding me in the right direction, always
being there for me and making me feel like one of their own. Last
but not least, to my fellow senior class, I would not want to share this
experience with anyone but you guys. Graduation is here! We all
started together, and we are finishing together. It is time to say our
goodbyes. It has been a great journey. I cannot wait to see how successful everyone becomes. Good luck to everyone in their future!

DESTINY ROSS
As my high school career
comes to a close, I am beginning to look back on the
time I’ve spent, the people
I’ve met, and the experiences I would never trade. Urbana High School has been
able to teach me things I
never knew I would need. I
have had teachers who are
irreplaceable, incredible
staff that has pushed me
and believed in me when I
failed to do so myself. The
friends I have had and lost
have helped to shape me
into the person I am. While there are some friends I no longer have
relationships with, I will always care and be thankful for the memories
that I am lucky enough to have with them. I am incredibly thankful
for my parents more than anything. My mom has always been there
for me, and my dad has taught me the importance of hard work and
education. Without them I don’t know where I would be today. I have
never been someone who thought high school would be the best
times of my life, but I will always cherish the memories I have been
made and will continue to look back with fondness and love at what
I have been taught. If not for the hardworking staff at Urbana High
School, I believe my life would have turned out much different than it
has, but because of them, I now hold a confidence and strength that
I don’t think I could have learned anywhere else or from anyone. My
time at Urbana may be ending, but my love and respect for the staff
and students will continue with me for the rest of my life, and for that I
will always be thankful.

JAMES LUC RUSSELL
James is the son of Holly
Powell and Jack Russell. He
will pursue a bowling career after graduation from
high school.

JACOB RUTAN
Walking through the
front doors freshman year
until now, a senior, walking
down the hill with all my
classmates was a remarkable experience. Being a
Hillclimber is unbelievably
humbling. We dressed up
for school dances, we lined
the fence at home football
games, and we stood front
row at basketball games.
Within the castle, we all
explored parts of our brains
we didn’t know could work,
except on Mondays. Now,
as we snatch our diplomas, we move forward in our lives with each
one of us moving in our own direction.
I was constantly involved with something here at UHS. Being a
member of Climber Leadership, yearbook, Climber Singers, Art III
& IV, musical, and track all built on my experience as a Hillclimber.
I also was student council president, the treasurer for the class of
2017, and an office aide with Mrs. Evans. Some of these experiences will never be forgotten. Mrs. Evans along with some others
here at the high school, including Mrs. Simpson, I would like to
thank for constantly caring and pushing me to strive for greatness. I
would also like to thank my best friends. I could have never made
it to graduation without you guys, and I wish you all the best in your
futures. I would like to thank my family for being there for support.
High school had its rough patches, and I definitely would not have
the chance to walk down the hill without you guys. Lastly, thank you
to everyone who has had some kind of impact on my life these past
four years and all the challenges I’ve faced.
As I venture to Ohio State to take on the challenge of being a
Buckeye I’ll take pride in being a Hillclimber and where I came
from: Urbana, Ohio.
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ALYSSA RUTHERFORD
Alyssa is the daughter
of Sean Rutherford. Alyssa
studied Allied Health and
Nursing at Ohio High Point.
She will attend Clark State
Community College in the
fall of 2018.

GRACE SCHMIDT
“Life is like a train. It’s
bearing down on you, and
guess what? It’s going to hit
you. So you can either start
running when it’s far off in
the distance, or you can
pull up a chair and just...
watch it come.” - Eric Foreman. I’ve never been one
to excessively make plans
and try to figure things out.
Being an artist, I have taught
myself to just go with the
flow and let things work out
for themselves. My high
school career has filled
with a great deal of worry and stress, but it has also been filled with
great memories and friendships that I know will last a lifetime. So
many things at UHS have lead me to become a better person, from
being a Freshman Focus mentor to having amazing teachers like
Mrs. Simpson and Mrs. deNijs to guide me through the years. Not
only am I about to say goodbye to UHS, I am about to say goodbye
to Urbana, and Ohio itself. Living in this little town for the past nine
years has taught me a lot about myself, and now it is time to move
on. Leaving to move back to Wisconsin this summer will definitely
be bittersweet; it will be hard to leave everyone, but I am very
excited to be moving back home! I plan to attend the University
of Wisconsin Oshkosh this fall and major in art and business. I’m
still not sure of any specific future jobs yet, but that train will hit me
sooner or later.
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MARK SHAFFNER
Mark is the son of Rita
and Dennis Shaffner. Mark
is undecided about his
future plans.

KODIE SHEAR
Kodie is the son of Roni
Shear and Gene Shear. He
studied Allied Health and
Nursing II while at Ohio
High Point. He is undecided
about his future plans.

SEAN SNAVELY
My time at UHS has been
memorable due to all the
great people I have met.
Coaches, teachers, and
friends have all been a
great influence on my time
at UHS. Sports have been
very influential. I played
football for three years, but
missed my last year due
to injuries. I stuck with the
team throughout the season
and went on to receive
the Hillclimber Award. My
favorite teachers were Mr.
Mays, Mr. Pittsenbarger, Mr.
Jackson, and Mr. Trenor. I will remember the tradition of UHS the
most as I grow older. I will also remember the times after school,
walking down the stairs into the football locker room, and getting
ready for practice. Last, but not least, I will remember walking down
the hill and hearing the bells ring before every single Friday night
home game. It is the best feeling I have ever had, and I will remember it for the rest of my life.
I plan to train for a year for the military. I will be joining the Navy.
I just want to thank all my friends for making it more fun. I want to
thank Coach Daniels for coaching me and pushing me to the best
of my abilities. Finally, I want to thank my family for all the great
times during these four years of high school. It has been an amazing ride to senior year. I cannot wait to see all my friends graduate
and throw our caps into the sky.

HALEY SPARKS
Haley is the daughter of
Shannon and Adam Sparks.
Haley was college credit
plus student while at Urbana High School this year.
She is undecided about her
future plans.

KIMBERLY STARR
I plan on going to Sinclair
Community College to be
vet tech. When I leave UHS,
the teachers I will miss are
Mrs. Beier, Ms. Entsminger,
Mrs. Simpson, Mr. O’Kane,
Mr. Edwards, Mr. Trenor
and Mr. Wilhelm. I will
also miss my friends April
Jackson, Kassidy Bacca,
Jolynn Stoops, Carter Miller,
Braden Lehman, Kasey
Weisenbarger, Lucas James,
Noah Turnmire, and Kevin
McKee. I love being on the
internet (YouTube, Fan fiction). What I will remember is that the work is hard, but you can get
it done. I want to thank all my teachers for helping me even when
I would get frustrated. I have worked hard to graduate from UHS.
When I leave I hope that people know that even though it’s hard
work you can graduate.

SKYLER STEPP
Skyler is the son of Jason
Stepp and Jessica Steele.
Skyler was a fulltime college credit plus student this
year. He will attend Purdue
University and major in
electrical and computer
engineering.
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BILLIE STILTNER

ELAINA THOMAS

This year has been a
rough year between losing
two very important loved
ones to having personal
issues. The past couple
months life has blessed
me with something that
has made me push myself
even harder than before.
Throughout my four years
at Urbana High School, the
staff and my fellow students
have shown me how to be
courageous, how to show
companionship, and how
to be a leader. The biggest
thing in high school that has impacted my life the most is the teamwork, dedication, and commitment that I gained from FFA. I would
like to especially thank Steve Wilhelm and Mallory Zachrich for
being patient, understanding, and supporting me in my good decisions and guiding me in the ones that may not have suited me the
best. I would also like to thank my mom, brothers, and Becky Evans,
and my fellow FFA officers for pushing me to my limits.
After high school I plan on going to Sinclair Community College
to get my general education courses out of the way. From there I will
narrow my choices on a specific college to attend to study agricultural education.

I have spent the past four
years of my life becoming
familiar with the walls of
Urbana High School, but
until recently, I never truly
thought about the day when
I would leave the castle
that holds such an important role in my life. Each
day as I leave the castle, I
think about the time I have
spent inside. I reflect on
the activities, the people,
and the memories that I
will hold forever as I move
toward my future endeavors.
I have been involved in choir, golf, swimming, Climber Leadership,
musical, and yearbook, and I have worked as a lifeguard and swim
instructor. I have challenged myself to perform at my best and get
the most out of school. I could not think of a better place to receive
my education.
I have struggled with Type One Diabetes for the past eight years;
my life is a constant battle, and my body is the victim. This disease
has not been a setback in my life, but rather a motivator. It is what
has inspired me in my future career goals, as I will be attending
Wright State University for nursing to eventually become an acute
pediatric nurse practitioner. I would like to thank my parents for
all of their wonderful support and my younger brother for making
his sister’s last year of high school one to remember. I do not know
where I would be without these people in my life.

RYDER TEACH
As Ariana Grande once
said, “We’re gonna be
alright.” Throughout high
school, I have dealt with
many issues that brought
down my mood, but I
have pushed through to
make the best high school
experience, and things
have truly ended up being
all right. Life gets tough,
but with help from family,
friends, art, and music, I
have been able to create
the best person I can be. I
would like to give a special
thanks to my parents, Mindy and Brian, and also my Aunt Maggie
for guiding me into a successful adulthood. With the confidence
instilled by them, I was able to happily participate in musical, which
has been the best part of my high school experience. Performing
has always been a thrill for me, and I was so grateful to be a part of
such great four years. Thank you to Mr. Myers and Mrs. Simpson for
being my “school parents” and making school worth coming to in
difficult times. After graduation I plan to attend Columbus College
of Art and Design and major in fashion design. Finally, I would like
to thank all of my friends. I am going to miss the games, sleepovers,
choir performances, and late night study groups. It has been one
heck of a ride, Hillclimbers. Here’s to the end.

NATALIE THOMAS
My time at UHS is one
to remember! I’ve met so
many friends and teachers
that have had a positive
impact on my life. I’m so
thankful for the wonderful
educators at Urbana that
have encouraged me and
reminded me to never give
up. I’m also very thankful
for my parents who have
pushed me to be the best
I can and to always give
110% in everything I do.
One of my personal goals
was to become a member
of the National Honor Society. I’m proud to say I accomplished
that goal this year and I very much enjoyed being a part of that
organization and I appreciate the leadership skills I learned there.
Graduation is a bittersweet time but I am very excited to see what
God has planned for me as I take this next step in my life. I plan on
going to a community college and then transferring to The Ohio
State University. I will be majoring in neuroscience and plan on
becoming a pediatric neurologist! Thank you for the memories,
Urbana!
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BREANNA TITUS

NOAH A TURNMIRE

These past four years of
high school have definitely
been some of the most exciting and memorable years
of my life. From making
memories with my friends
to laughing and kicking it
on the soccer field with my
team, I will always cherish
these precious times at Urbana High School. I would
like to thank all my friends,
family, teachers, coaches,
and, most importantly, my
parents for being a part of
this journey. These people
always push me to do my best by constantly having faith in me. I
honestly could not be more thankful. I am so appreciative to have
such amazing people in my life who have helped me along this
road of growing up. Without these people continuously supporting
me, I would not have the courage to pursue my passion.
A major passion I have always had in my heart is working with
kids and encouraging them, just as my teachers encouraged me. I
am also very grateful that I had the opportunity to be involved in the
work program throughout my senior year. I have worked at a daycare for two years and this has lead me to getting more experience
working with children, and it has extended my love towards wanting to be an elementary teacher. Since my love for children is so
encompassing, I plan to attend college, majoring in early childhood
education to achieve my dream of being an elementary teacher.
I cannot wait to see what the future holds for me as I continue my
final path of education!

Like everyone says, high
school is your best of your
life and I have to agree with
them. I have done so much
in my high school years like
soccer, tennis, swimming
and the musical. I have to
say, one of great things I
got out of high school was
my best friend and another
family. I want to thank all my
teammates from sports and
my family for pushing me.
To the incoming freshmen,
get involved, if you don’t
you will be bored, so do a
sport, join yearbook, or be apart of musical. Some awards I earned
in sports were most improved in swimming and the Hillclimber
award in soccer. Finally I want to thank everyone for everything
they have done for me! Good luck class of 2017!

DYLAN TROYER
Dylan is the son of Michelle and Anthony Troyer.
Dylan attended Ohio High
Point and studied Auto
Technology II. He is undecided about his future plans.

KARSEN VOORHEES
People tell us “you’re
going to regret all the things
you didn’t do,” “you’re going to wish you did more
during these days of your
life,” and “don’t take any of
this for granted.” Instead
what they should be telling
us is “don’t do anything
that you will later regret.”
Throughout my years in
high school I have done all
I can to be as involved as
possible. I played volleyball,
participated in the spring
musical and show choir,
became a member and officer of National Honors Society (NHS)
and Health Occupation Students of America (HOSA), volunteered
for various activities throughout the community, and even landed
a job shadowing opportunity at Dayton Children’s Hospital. I was
also able to complete STNA classes in Columbus over the summer
while also working a part time job and managing my grades. I will
never forget about the many trips I went on. These included Disney
World in Florida, New York City, and the beautiful country of France.
I enjoyed every minute of these trips. Thank you to everyone who
made them special. I have no regrets about the dedication and time
I spent to make my high school year worthwhile. Because of all the
hard work I put into high school I was accepted into the college of
my dreams, Kent State University, where I am majoring in Nursing
with a specialty in pediatrics. I would not have been able to get
through these past four years without all of the love and support
from my friends and family. I would like to thank my mom for introducing me to the career I fell in love with and my dad for always
encouraging me to follow my heart. I would also like to thank all of
my teachers, coaches, and mentors that have led me to where I am
now. To everyone else, thank you for making unforgettable memories with me in my last few years as a teenager. GO FLASHEs!
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GRACE wARMAN

JACOB wARwICK

Even though I have only
been a Hillclimber for the
past two years, I have never
felt more at home. Even on
my first day, many teachers
and fellow classmates went
out of their way to make me
feel welcome. I would not
want to spend my senior
year at any other school.
The memories I have made
at UHS will be ones that I
cherish for the rest of my
life. Outside of the classroom, my friends and I have
cheered for the football
team on Friday nights all the way to busting a move at homecoming
or prom. Inside the classroom, we all moved forward with passion
and eagerness to graduate. Now, after twelve years, we get to walk
across the stage, receive our diplomas, and move forward with our
separate lives. The time I have spent at Urbana High will never be
forgotten.
Throughout my life, I have pushed myself to achieve success.
Although I have failed at times, I have never let that keep me down.
I have always made sure that I got the help I needed to get back up
and try again, with the same determination as before. That being
said, I would like to thank Mrs. deNijs for never letting me give up
and always pushing me to be the best student I could be. I would
also like to thank Mrs. Simpson for always being a kind and caring
teacher and never letting me leave her room without a smile on
my face. I would also like to thank all my friends for making my
days extraordinary and making school enjoyable. I would not have
survived this year without you guys! Finally, I would like to thank my
family for always being supportive and helping me out in any way
possible.

Graduation is right
around the corner, and
I am more than grateful
to be given the opportunity to attend Urbana High
School and meet some
of the most extraordinary
teachers that are present
in the school. I would not
be sitting here typing this
tribute if it weren’t for some
of these great teachers. I
would like to thank Mrs.
Moore for pushing and
helping me freshmen year.
She would always offer to
help me even though I may not have been in her class. This year I
had the honor of having her for my final year of math. She is surely
a teacher I will remember for a very long time. I would also like to
thank Mr. Sapp for being the greatest band director of all time. Mr.
Sapp helped me by bringing out talents that I did not even know I
had. I can always count on him to talk to and help me with whatever
problems I may be facing. I look at him as my second dad. I will
never have an opportunity again to meet such a fantastic, talented
band director. Without marching band, I strongly believe that I
would have zero to little friends, but after four years, I can strongly
say that I have made a crazy amount of friends. We are a dysfunctional family with ups and downs, but I could not be happier with
the people I have gotten closer with. I would also like to thank Mrs.
deNijs for pushing us and for trying her hardest to make sure we
would graduate. Finally, I would like to thank the greatest guidance
counselor of all time: Mrs. Leonard. Words cannot express how
appreciative I am for her. I plan to attend Wittenberg University and
major in marine biology.
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In my four years of high
school, I have learned more
than I ever thought I would.
I have learned that I cannot
connect the dots looking
forward; I can only connect
the dots looking backward.
As I look back, I can see
every experience is connected and has helped me
become the person I want
to be. It is a blessing to
graduate with the Class of
2017 and head toward my
future in the military.
The memories that I
made in high school will last forever. When I joined FFA my freshman year, I thought it was just a bunch of farmers. I learned quickly
that I was wrong; FFA is the largest youth led organization in the
world, and it encompasses so much more than farming. Looking
back on all the time and effort that I have put into FFA, I want to
thank my brother Justin and my AG teachers Mr. Wilhelm and Mrs.
Zachrich for having high standards and never allowing me to do
something below my capabilities. In FFA, I have made so many
lifelong friends. I was also involved in football and track. These
sports helped shape me into a competitor in everything I do, and
I learned that hard work always pays off. I have also learned that
my parents will always be by my side. They have shaped me into
the person I am and have blessed me with their love and support.
Thank you, Mom and Dad!

For many years I thought
of Urbana as just another
city -- nothing special
about it, just a old town with
an old school. My entire
view changed once I hit
high school. I remember
walking into my first period
class freshman year and
feeling like I had no idea
where I was. There were
an abundance of people I
had never seen before. It
was as if I had moved to a
completely different city. I
started to take part in more
activities outside of school due to the sudden change in environment. I found my best friend, Alex Swank, through soccer. I was also
taught a lesson I never would have learned if it were not for him:
sometimes you fight with your friends, but you can always find a
brother in hard times. I would not be where I am if it were not for all
of the amazing teachers that I have had throughout the years at Urbana High School. A special thank you goes out to Ms. Michael. She
was always the teacher I knew that would help me with anything
I needed, even if that meant staying late after school. What I will
always remember and miss about Urbana will be all the memories
that my friends and I created in the halls of the castle. Once I leave
the walls of the castle, I plan to take a gap year and find out exactly
what I want to do, but no matter where I end up in life, I will always
be a Hillclimber.

NATHAN wINGFIELD
Nathan is the son of Greg
Wingfield. He attended
Ohio High Point and studied
Electronics II. He is undecided about his future plans.
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