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TLCTender Loving Care

Grooming Salon since 1983

GroominG by appoinTmenT onLy
Mon-Fri by appointment only!

Most grooming in just one hour

Bath = 
Toe nail Trim, brush out, ears Cleaned, 

anal Sac express, Conditioning, Shampoo, 
Conditioning rinse, Hydrosurge bathing, 

Hand Dry

total Groom = 
every service in baTH plus haircut/style

toe Nail trim oNly = 
no appointment necessary, $5.00

Irene K. Short, N.C.M.G.
Best all around groomer award

774 Scioto St. • Urbana, OH 43078

(937)653-8511
40729782

cakes, cookies and more.

Urbana school building construction underway
By Casey S. Elliott
celliott@civitasmedia.com

The two new Urbana 
school buildings should 
take shape this year.

Construction on the 
high school is underway, 
and the pre-kindergarten 
to eighth grade building 
will start this spring, 
Urbana Superintendent 
Charles Thiel said. If all 
goes well, Urbana high 
schoolers should be in 
the new high school 
building in spring 2018. 
The elementary/middle 
school building may begin 
being used by students in 
January 2019.

Although students may 
be in those buildings, 
work would still need to 
be done to either knock 
down or sell the rest of 
the elementary school 
buildings and to remove 
the rest of the old high 
school.

High school continues
to take shape

Walls are up on the high 
school building. Floors 
and roofs are coming in 
this spring, along with 
heating and cooling units. 
Once the building is 
enclosed, work can take 
place year-round inside 
the new high school, Thiel 
said.

If work goes quickly, 
students may move into 
the new high school in 
January 2018. That would 
allow the eighth graders 
to move into a different 
section of the old high 
school and free up space 
so asbestos remediation 
can take place in the 
Castle and the north end 
of the old building.

Although the Castle 
is not being torn down, 
there is money – shared 
with the state of Ohio – to 
remove the asbestos in 
the building project, Thiel 
said. He said it would be 
a good idea to remove it if 
possible.

The building north 
of the Castle will be 
demolished, but not until 
students exit and asbestos 
is removed.

The auditorium and 
gymnasium at the old high 
school will remain.

Elementary/middle 
school begins 
construction this year

Construction on the 
pre-K thru 8th grade 
building should begin 
as soon as the weather 
improves this year, Thiel 
said. The school board 
put an incentive clause 
into the project to get that 
school ready by August 
2018 for occupancy. If that 
occurs, teardown of the 
old high school and other 
school buildings could 
begin sooner.

Originally, the pre-K 
thru 8th grade school was 
set to begin construction 
fi rst, so the eighth grade 
students could move into 
that building and free up 
space in the high school. 
But the change of location 
for the school from 
Community Drive delayed 
the process, forcing 
construction at the high 
school to start fi rst.

The school district 

must fi nalize purchase of 
a neighboring three-acre 
parcel, which will become 
the entrance to the new 
school. That property 
must be combined with 
the larger 68.9-acre parcel 
where the school building 
will be built.

Once combined, the 
district will seek to have 
the property annexed into 
the city of Urbana.

Also the district and 
city need to determine if 
a new sewer system will 
be city-owned or district-
owned. If it is city-owned, 
other customers can tap 
into the line.

Other school buildings
Once both schools are 

built, the district can 
turn to its unoccupied 
buildings – North, East 
and South elementaries 
and Urbana Local 
Intermediate.

There is money in the 
building project budget 
to remove asbestos from 
all of those buildings 
and demolish them. The 
school board will need to 
decide to sell the school 
buildings or demolish 
them. Thiel said there 
has been some interest 
from the community 
in South and East 
elementaries.

Thiel said if they are 
to be sold, he wants 
to make sure they are 
maintained. He does not 
want to see the buildings 
sold and then boarded 
up, falling into disuse.

Demolition would not 
take place until 2019, 
after both new buildings 
are occupied.

Future possibilities
Once construction is 

complete, Thiel said, 
there’s a possibility of 
moving the athletic fi elds 
and operations from the 
Boyce Street complex 
to the new elementary/
middle school site. That 
would involve building 
locker rooms, restrooms 
and concessions. Thiel 
said he does not know 
how much it would cost 
to do that, that it could 
take millions of dollars.

Moving the Boyce 
Street athletic complex 
would be a safety 
improvement for 
students and families 
using the facility, and 
probably improve 
neighborhood relations 
around the complex, he 
said. Currently, students 
and attendees tend to 
park in the neighborhood 
and walk in the street, 
which is a safety 
concern.

“With that much land 
area (at the elementary 
site), it gives us a 
nice opportunity to do 
something,” he said.

Thiel said he knows 
in the next few years 
the track will need to be 
resurfaced, and the last 
estimate to do that was 
$600,000. If the track 
instead could be moved 
to a new site, that money 
could go into the moving 
of the fi elds.

Casey S. Elliott may be reached 
at 937-652-1331 ext. 1772 or on 
Twitter @UDCElliott.

Casey S. Elliott | Urbana Daily Citizen

Casey S. Elliott | Urbana Daily Citizen
Construction workers work on the Urbana High School building. Pictured is 
the exterior of the new gymnasium.

Courtesy images
This is an artist rendering of the entryway at the new Urbana High School. Students are predicted to be using the school by spring 2018, 
though work around the school may not be finished until 2019.

Casey S. Elliott | Urbana Daily Citizen
Construction on the main entryway of the new Urbana 
High School continues in March.

This artist rendering shows the layout of the 
new Urbana High School.

This artist 
rendering gives 
an idea of what 
a “learning 
community” will 
look like at the 
pre-kindergarten 
to eighth grade 
school building.

Courtesy photo
Construction crews begin setting up barriers around 
the wetlands at the pre-kindergarten to eighth grade 
school building site on U.S. Route 68.

Courtesy photo
Equipment moves in for construction on the pre-kindergarten to eighth grade school 
building site.

This is an artist rendering of the new 
pre-kindergarten to eighth grade Urbana 
school building on U.S. Route 68.

This artist rendering 
depicts the different 
sections in the new pre-
kindergarten to eighth 
grade school building.

Urbana 
Superintendent 
Charles Thiel 
discusses the 
ongoing con-
struction of 
Urbana High 
School. The 
hope is to have 
students using 
the new build-
ing in spring 
2018.
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Dr. Jeffrey Donay
DC, CME, CICE

Certified in DOT & 
Pre-Employment Physicals

Chiropractic Life & Wellness Center
DONAY

Serving the Great People of the 
Champaign Co. Area Since 1981!

Donay Life & Wellness Center offers Chiropractic 
Treatments, Medical Massage, and so much more!  
We are dedicated to helping you achieve your health 
goals to improve your quality of life.  You can be 
assured to receive only the finest care through the 
use of modern Chiropractic equipment, technology, 
and compassionate expertise.

Call Today And Start Feeling Better Now!

Chiropractic Life & Wellness Center
DONAY 937-653-5353

1598 E US Highway 36 Urbana
www.DrDonay.com

Come see us at our new loCation!
Now offering Alcohol and drug screens for 

DOT & pre employment physicals!

40980870

It takes a 
Community 
to Protect 

A Child

To report child abuse or 
for more information 
on how you can help 
protect children & 
preserve families

Call 484-1500
Champaign County Department of Job & Family Services

champaigndjfs.org

By Casey S. Elliott
celliott@civitasmedia.com

WEST LIBERTY – Par-
ents, students, teachers and 
administrators at West Lib-
erty-Salem Local Schools 
soon will be able to enjoy 
a construction-free school 
building.

The building has been 
undergoing a renovation 
set to wrap up this summer. 
The majority of the work 
should be fi nished in April, 
though some leftover site 
work and fi nal touches will 
take place this summer, 
Superintendent Kraig His-
song said.

The last phase of the 
project, which renovates 
what will be the grade 
2-3 wing, should wrap 
up at the end of March, 
Hissong said. But even 
with the major renovation 
and construction work 
completed, there are some 
leftover fi xes that must be 
done inside the building, 
such as touching up paint, 
replacing a few doors and 
making sure everything 
that was supposed to be 
done has been fi nished.

Some of that is easier to 
do when students have left 
for the summer. Students’ 
last day in the building is 
June 2, Hissong said.

There also needs to be 
some fi nal work outside the 
building, such as removing 
the modular classrooms, 
repaving parking lots, fi n-
ishing the elementary play-
ground and repainting the 
fences, Hissong said.

“I’m looking forward to 
a normal year with no con-
struction,” Hissong said.

The district changed its 
school calendar the past 
couple of years to accom-
modate the building proj-

ect. That involved making 
school days longer during 
the school year, so the year 
could start later and fi nish 
earlier. This gave construc-
tion crews more time 
during the summer when 
students were out of the 
building to do work inside 
it, Hissong said.

Those renovations really 
pushed against the start 
of the current school year. 
Pizza was brought in for 
students and staff a couple 
of days because the kitchen 

was not yet ready, Hissong 
said.

The next school year 
should start on time, but 
the past years’ school calen-
dar changes impressed stu-
dents and staff enough to 
consider making it perma-
nent. Following discussions 
among staff, teachers and 
administrators, the school 
board approved a school 
calendar change that allows 
for longer days during the 
year. School will start after 
Labor Day in September 

and get out before Memo-
rial Day in May. Students 
still receive more than the 
state-required instruction 
hours.

“It was very popular. It 
was very well supported by 
the board, the teachers, the 
administrators, students 
and families,” Hissong said.

Redesigned school, 
with improvements

The building project 
replaced aging items such 
as windows and roofs. It 

added classroom space 
which allows for the remov-
al of modular classrooms. 
There’s now a second 
entrance to improve traffi c 
fl ow. Administrative offi ces 
are now more centrally 
arranged.

Since construction bids 
came in better than expect-
ed in some areas, money 
was available to add fea-
tures the school board had 
hoped for, but wasn’t sure 
could fi t in the budget.

Some of those alternate 

features added include 
rubber fl ooring, expanded 
visitor parking, additional 
shelves in classrooms, a 
revised bus parking and 
fuel pump area, redone 
gymnasiums and new 
scoreboards, and new the-
ater lighting controls with 
new LED lights.

The project replaced 
network infrastructure, 
improving the educational 
experience for students.

Another project com-
pleted with spare funds 
included moving and 
upgrading water lines and 
electricity to the school’s 
water wells. The lines 
were under the school 
building, so moving them 
made sense. If the district 
had a problem, the area 
would have been dug up 
anyway, Hissong said.

The project funds also 
helped with some change 
for student safety, such as 
egress windows and door 
locks. Those issues came 
up earlier this year follow-
ing a school shooting.

There may be more left-
over money once the proj-
ect is complete, Hissong 
said. If so, other projects 
around the building could 
begin, but the board is not 
willing to commit funding 
until it is certain the origi-
nal project is complete.

Hissong said despite the 
long effort of planning, 
designing and renovating 
the buildings, the project 
seems to have been a good 
one for the district.

“It’s been a big project, 
and it’s been extremely 
busy,” he said. “It’s done 
what we hoped it would 
do.”

Casey S. Elliott may be reached 
at 937-652-1331 ext. 1772 or on 
Twitter @UDCElliott.

WL-S wrapping up building project

The new bus entrance at West Liberty-Salem Local Schools allows 
for separation between bus and parent traffic, resulting in a 
smoother traffic flow.

Photos by Casey S. Elliott | Urbana Daily Citizen
This is the new main entrance at West Liberty-Salem Local 
Schools. The building project combined two entrances for the 
elementary and the junior/senior high school into one, making it 
easier to secure the building.

Self-driving vehicles to be tested on U.S. Route 33
By Joshua Keeran
jkeeran@civitasmedia.com

As the automotive industry 
moves forward with the devel-
opment of autonomous or self-
driving vehicles aimed at making 
the roadways safer for drivers of 
all ages, the state of Ohio is help-
ing make the new technology a 
reality by committing $15 million 
toward the development of a test 
area known as the U.S. 33 Smart 
Mobility Corridor.

The project, which is being 
led by the Ohio Department 
of Transportation (ODOT), 
was introduced to the public in 
November 2016 and involves the 
installation of high-speed fi ber 
optic line along a 35-mile stretch 
of U.S. Route 33 that will connect 
the Honda/OSU Transportation 
Research Center in East Liberty 
with the Ohio Supercomputer 
Center in Dublin.

During the announcement of 
the project late last year, Gov. 
John Kasich said the creation of 
the corridor is an example of the 
state working with local automo-
tive research centers (Honda 
R&D Americas, the Transporta-
tion Research Center at East 
Liberty and The Ohio State Uni-
versity’s Center for Automotive 
Research) and local governments 
(Union County and the cities of 
Marysville and Dublin) to provide 
an area for testing automotive 

technologies that will one day 
shape how people and products 
reach their destinations via road-
ways throughout the world.

In a press release issued by 
ODOT, Kasich is quoted as say-
ing, “Some of the world’s foremost 
automotive researchers are work-
ing here in Ohio, at both ends 
of this corridor, and this project 
provides them with the perfect 
location and state-of-the-art infra-
structure for safely testing auton-
omous and connected vehicle 
technologies.”

Along with helping the state’s 
automotive researchers perfect 
the self-driving technology, 
ODOT is interested in the safety 
benefi ts a “smart mobility corri-
dor” can provide to drivers.

“We know that 94 percent of all 
crashes begin with human error,” 
said Matt Bruning, ODOT Central 
Offi ce press secretary. “Smart 
mobility takes that human error 
out of the equation and that could 
help make our roads safer. While 
commuters between Dublin and 
East Liberty will be the fi rst to 
see these benefi ts tested on U.S. 
33, we believe there will come a 
day – probably sooner rather than 
later – where this will be expand-
ed statewide.”

Construction details, initial test 
drive complete

According to Bruning, the fi ber 
optic cable will be installed in 

the right-of-way along the U.S. 
33 Smart Mobility Corridor this 
summer. Along with burying 
cable, contractors will install 
transmit/receive sensors that will 
connect with the vehicles.

The installation, Bruning 
added, should be completed by 
the end of the year.

An ODOT press release states 
once the telecommunication 
infrastructure goes live, it will 
“instantaneously link researchers 
and traffi c monitors with data 
from embedded and wireless sen-
sors along the roadway. These 
links will allow the premier 
automotive testing, research, and 
manufacturing facilities to test 
smart transportation technolo-
gies on a highway that carries 
up to 50,000 vehicles per day 
through rural and urban settings 

in a full range of weather condi-
tions.”

As for how quickly and to what 
magnitude the public can expect 
to see the self-driving technol-
ogy at work within the corridor, 
Bruning said it all depends on 
how quickly the technology is 
deemed roadworthy by research-
es in East Liberty at the Trans-
portation Research Center.

“The TRC will be the labora-
tory setting for companies to 
test their products,” he said. “If 
deemed safe to do so, those prod-
ucts can then be tested in a real-
world setting on US 33.”

Even though the installation 
of the telecommunication infra-
structure has yet to take place, it 
hasn’t stopped researchers from 
giving the corridor a test drive.

In November 2016 when the 

project was announced, Otto – a 
leading developer of self-driving 
technology –tested an autono-
mous semitrailer along the U.S. 
33 Smart Mobility Corridor.

During this initial test drive, 
the vehicle traveled from an 
ODOT garage in Columbus to a 
Logan County-owned garage in 
Bellefontaine. During the trip, 
the vehicle was occupied by two 
individuals.

“The driver was in the driver’s 
seat the entire time the vehicle 
was in self-driving mode,” Brun-
ing said. “There was also a sec-
ond driver/computer operator 
watching from the back to ensure 
that the automation continued 
working properly.”

Joshua Keeran may be reached at 937-
508-2304 or on Twitter @UDCKeeran.

A self-driving semitrailer operated by Otto, a leading 
developer of self-driving vehicle technology, travels 
along the U.S. Route 33 Smart Mobility Corridor 
during a test drive held in November 2016. The 
corridor stretches from Dublin to East Liberty.

Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich 
sits in the 
driver’s seat of 
a self-driving 
semitrailer 
during a press 
conference 
held in 
November 
2016 that 
introduced the 
U.S. Route 33 
Smart Mobility 
Corridor 
project.Courtesy photos

West Liberty-Salem’s new entrance area next to renovated office 
space is one of the few parts left to complete in the building 
project. The majority of the work is expected to be done this 
spring. The last bit of sitew ork may take until the end of June to 
complete.

The remodeled West Liberty-Salem Middle/High School media 
center was completely ripped up during the summer last year. It 
is now nearly complete, with a few finishing touches left to make.
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Live
Life 
Better

937.465.5065
1535 W. Rt 36, Urbana, Ohio 43078
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STATE ZIP 
PHONE     OR      

PLEASE CHECK ONE
�$5.00  �$10.00  �$20.00 �$50.00 �OTHER

The Champaign County Humane Association would like to THANK everyone who
donated in 2016.  We still need donations on a monthly basis to continue the quality
of care we provide.  No monthly donation is too small and will help to avoid a future 

emergency.  Fill out the information below and send it with your first donation.
If you would like more information about pledging or adoption, contact

PAWS Animal Shelter 937-653-6233 or 1535 W. Rt 36, Urbana. 
Again, thank you for making a pledge.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      40980864

By Casey S. Elliott
celliott@civitasmedia.com

Economic development 
involves much more than 
one agency, but one agency 
can serve as the focal point.

Champaign 
County’s Cham-
paign Economic 
Partnership (CEP) 
works with busi-
nesses, community 
members, govern-
ment agencies at 
the local and state 
levels, and more to 
bring new business 
into – and keep 
existing businesses in – the 
county.

CEP Executive Direc-
tor Marcia Bailey said she 
has worked with existing 
businesses in the county, 
and others outside it, in 
determining if Champaign 
County is their place to be.

Bailey said she tries to 
bring in every agency she 
can all at once to meet 
with a potential business 
contact. Those agencies 
range from zoning offi cials 
to state job organizations 
like Jobs Ohio. By bringing 
everyone in at the same 
table, the prospective busi-
ness person gets nearly 
everything needed to help 
determine whether the busi-
ness is viable in Champaign 
County.

Bailey also works with 
local property owners and 
business owners, who can 
give potential businesses 
more information on a 
particular area or type of 
business.

“We go through the ‘what 
if’ things,” she said.

Bailey said she has clas-
sifi ed her business contacts 
into “inquiries” and “proj-
ects.” There are currently 
14 inquiries and 12 projects 
on her desk at the moment, 
businesses or organizations 
looking into Champaign 
County as a place to base 
their operations. The proj-
ects are further along than 
the inquiries, she said.

Of those, an estimated 50 
jobs could be created if they 
pan out.

The inquiries and proj-
ects span a variety of busi-
nesses – manufacturing, 
retail, service industry and 
agriculture, for example. 
Most are located in Urbana, 
but a few are looking in 
the surrounding villages or 
townships. Bailey said she 
cannot share the names of 
some of these due to the 
lack of signed, fi nal agree-
ments.

But there are a few that 
have been fi nalized and in 
process. Those include the 
tax abatement agreements 
for the KTH Parts Indus-
tries expansion, the new 
Navistar warehousing facil-
ity, and the new Memorial 
Health of Marysville clinic. 
New tax abatements require 
existing job retention and 
the creation of new jobs.

“These are about reten-
tion, not just new job cre-
ation,” Bailey said.

Counting these three 
agreements, almost 1,200 
jobs were retained in addi-
tion to the new staff, she 
said.

KTH expansion
The KTH Community 

Reinvestment Act (CRA) 
agreement is for an expan-
sion. KTH started with 

250,000 square feet when 
it opened in St. Paris area. 
This latest expansion would 
put the company at one mil-
lion square feet, Bailey said.

KTH received a 15-year, 
50 percent tax abatement 

for the creation of a 
stamping warehouse, 
an expansion of a high 
bay and a welding low 
bay; a total expan-
sion of approximately 
128,950 square feet. 
There are also infra-
structure improve-
ments around the 
business.

The agreement 
notes the business will cre-
ate 20 full-time permanent 
positions within 18 months 
and retain 914 existing 
permanent employees. 
The business also has 223 
temporary employees, 
Bailey said. The estimated 
investment for the expan-
sion would range between 
$23 million and $35 million. 
New payroll is estimated at 
$812,000, Bailey said.

KTH has fi nished build-
ing the new addition and 
now must hire the employ-
ees, Bailey said.

Memorial Health
Memorial Health sought 

a 10-year, 75 percent Enter-
prise Zone tax abatement 
for a new 30,000-square-
foot medical ambulatory 
care outpatient facility, 
with an estimated invest-
ment of $9.9 million, Bailey 
said. The new facility is to 
be built at the northwest 
corner of the North Dugan 
Road and East U.S. Route 
36 intersection, in the Urba-
na Commons Planned Unit 
Development (Walmart).

Memorial Health antici-
pates creating 12 new posi-
tions to add to an existing 
16 employees within fi ve 
years. Bailey said the esti-
mated new payroll will be 
$1.4 million.

Navistar
The Navistar CRA 

agreement is a 10-year, 100 
percent tax abatement for 
a new 355,319-square-foot 
warehousing facility at 915 
Phoenix Drive. The new 
building allows Navistar 
to consolidate existing 
operations in Urbana and 
Xenia as part of a joint 
venture with General 
Motors. The estimated 
investment for the new 
facility would be $12 
million, and it would house 
$16 million in inventory. 
The company would move 
the 114 full-time employees 
from Navistar’s existing 
facility on Edgewood 
Avenue in Urbana to the 
new site. It would also 
move 27 employees from 
Navistar’s Bellbrook 
Avenue, Xenia, facility. 
The company would hire 
an additional 13 full-time 
employees. It is estimated 
this would add $572,000 
in payroll for the 13 new 
employees and $1.263 
million from the Bellbrook 
Avenue employees. Total 
estimated payroll for all 
employees would be $6.789 
million, Bailey said.

The facility is under 
construction and expected 
to be built by December, 
Bailey said.

Inter-agency cooperation
The CEP works with the 

Champaign County Cham-

ber of Commerce to assist 
businesses, Bailey said. 
The CEP focuses on getting 
businesses into the county 
and keeping them here; the 
chamber focuses on the 
marketing of the businesses 
and keeping them involved 
in their community.

The CEP also keeps track 
of whether those businesses 
have met their stated goals 
in various tax abatement 
agreements.

The future
In addition to secur-

ing more business locally, 
Bailey said she wants to 
develop the CEP website as 
a one-stop shop of informa-
tion for potential business 
owners. She said she wants 
the website to point out 
specifi cs of each community 
in the county and include 
information such as zoning 
applications to help make 
deciding to locate in the 
county easier.

Bailey also meets with 
existing businesses and 
property owners, looking 
into what they need to 
thrive, and then helping 
them achieve their goals. 
That ranges from helping 

them determine if they 
need to relocate to a bigger 
building, to looking at the 
local workforce and seeing 
what training they may 
need to improve employ-
ment prospects at local 
companies.

The CEP is also tech-
nically a Community 
Improvement Corporation, 
which can take over opera-
tion of publicly-owned prop-
erty for economic develop-
ment purposes, Bailey said. 
So if the city of Urbana had 
a property it wanted to use 
for economic development, 
it could turn over the prop-
erty to the CEP for that 
purpose.

Before that can hap-

pen, legislation must be 
approved, Bailey said. This 
is something Bailey said 
she is working on for the 
future.

For more information 

about the CEP, visit www.
cepohio.com.

Casey S. Elliott may be reached 
at 937-652-1331 ext. 1772 or on 
Twitter @UDCElliott.

2 agencies focus on local economic development

Navistar is 
building a new 
warehousing 
facility on 
Phoenix Drive. 
It will relocate 
existing 
employees 
in Urbana 
to the new 
location, bring 
in employees 
from Xenia 
and add new 
employees 
for the new 
facility.

Courtesy image
Memorial Health of Marysville will build a 30,000 square foot medical ambulatory care outpatient facility at the northwest corner of 
North Dugan Road and East U.S. Route 36 intersection.

Casey S. Elliott | Urbana Daily Citizen
Work continues to get the new Navistar warehousing facility built and 
open for business by the end of the year.

Nick Walton | Urbana Daily Citizen
KTH Parts Industries recently completed an expansion of a 
stamping warehouse, high bay and welding low bay. There were 
also infrastructure improvements around the business.

Courtesy photo
KTH Parts Industries expansion included a new welding bay.

Courtesy photo
An exterior shot of work being done on KTH’s new welding bay.

Marcia Bailey

Joshua Keeran | Urbana Daily Citizen
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By Casey S. Elliott
celliott@civitasmedia.com

The Champaign County Retired 
Teachers Association offers its 
members camaraderie, information 
and serice options.

Members are refl ecting on all the 
association has done for them as 
the group celebrates its 50th anni-
versary this year.

There are 88 chapters of the Ohio 
Retired Teachers Association across 
the state, according to a retired 
teachers association press release. 
The statewide organization has 
been in existence for 70 years. The 
group advocates and promotes the 
improvement of pensions, benefi ts 
and services available to Ohio’s 
active and retired public educators. 
It serves as an informational source 
for teachers on issues that concern 
them, such as pensions, retirement 
and changes in education.

The Champaign retired teachers 
association meets every few months 
during the year. This year the focus 
is on the past and present, honoring 
teachers, students and members.

There are approximately 60 
members in the Champaign teach-
ers association, its president, Karen 
Headlee, said.

“There have been so many impor-
tant things that the organization 
has accomplished over the past 50 
years and I am honored to be part 
of that rich tradition,” Headlee said. 
“I look forward to building on the 
great momentum we have achieved 
and continuing to support retired 
teachers in Champaign County.”

Organization provides informa-
tion for members, service to com-
munity

In addition to providing informa-
tion about the teaching profession, 
the association provides options for 
retired teachers to help the com-
munity.

The group fundraises for scholar-
ships for Champaign County gradu-
ating seniors entering the education 
fi eld, Headlee said.

Scholarships are generally $1,000 
annually, depending on how the 
fundraising goes during the year.

Individual members contribute to 
the community in a variety of ways, 
member and former president Dr. 
Jan Ebert said.

Ebert tracks the volunteer hours 
individual members work. The 
state association converts the 
information into an estimate of how 
much that volunteer work would 
have cost at a typical job. This 
year’s hours have been worth over 
$59,000 to the community, if those 
hours were paid, she said. The 
hours span different agencies and 
organizations, from hospitals to the 
Caring Kitchen.

“I think teachers especially like to 
do those things, because we always 
have,” she said. “I think it’s just 
something inside us.”

Teachers are service-oriented by 
nature, Headlee said, so when they 
retire, they need a place to gather 
to continue to provide that service.

Socialization another focus
Beyond providing information 

and serving the community, the 
retired teachers group offers fellow-
ship.

Cable retired teacher Chuck Spin-
ner joined to be more informed and 
engage with colleagues. Spinner, 
who retired in 2002 after 33 years 
teaching U.S. history in Cleveland, 
moved to Cable to be closer to 
family and joined the Champaign 
association.

“It’s nice to be able to associ-
ate with professional colleagues 
engaged in the same career fi eld. 
The meetings are well organized 
and there is always an informative, 
entertaining program along with a 
tasty meal,” he said.

Member and retired Graham 
Local Schools teacher Ruth Hun-
sberger joined following 35 years 
teaching music and different grades 
at Graham.

“This organization allows for 
camaraderie, fi rst of all, with some 
of my fellow teachers,” she said. “It 

keeps me up to date on what’s hap-
pening at the state level with pen-
sion plans and health care.”

Headlee, a retired teacher from 
Urbana City Schools, the Center 
for Creative Child Care and Triad 
Elementary, said she feels a close-
ness to her fellow teachers.

“I think these people represent to 
me a kinship, because we all know 
what work we put into our careers,” 
she said. “Because we share that 
commonality, it was important to 
me to be with these people. It’s 
important to me to help support 
them now.”

But Headlee also joined to have 
fun and enjoy the social aspects of 
the group.

“We feel also that we want to 
do something for the teaching 
community,” she said, noting the 
group will often provide treats to 
current teachers during the school 
year.

Ebert taught music for 34 years 
in a number of locations, including 
Graham, Northeastern Local 
Schools and Urbana University. She 
found the group after being asked 
to speak at one of the programs.

“I just absolutely loved those 
people, and I taught with many of 
them. I thought it was the greatest 
thing,” she said of the group. She is 
also a member of the Clark County 
Retired Teachers Association.

Retired teacher Mary Kay 
Russell joined because she wanted 
to stay in touch with her former 
colleagues. Russell taught Title I 
reading at the elementary level in 
Urbana City Schools, Springfi eld 
and St. Mary’s Parish in Urbana.

“It’s important to keep in touch 
and keep updated,” she said.

For more information about 
ORTA or to become a member, 
visit www.ORTA.org. For the 
Champaign County chapter, email 
Headlee at lheadlee@ctcn.net or 
call 937-653-7777.

Casey S. Elliott may be reached at 937-652-
1331 ext. 1772 or on Twitter @UDCElliott.
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By Joshua Keeran
jkeeran@civitasmedia.com

The B-25 gathering at 
Grimes Field has come and 
gone, but the city-owned 
airport is far from done 
hosting events in 2017 as 
large crowds are expected 
for several upcoming out-
ings, including the annual 
Fourth of July celebration, 
Mid-Eastern Regional Fly-
In (MERFI) and the return 
of the Balloon Festival.

The next event slated 
at the Urbana Municipal 
Airport – the Young Eagles 
Rally – is aimed at getting 
local youths interested in 
taking to the skies.

Sponsored by the Experi-
mental Aircraft Association 
(EAA) Chapter 9 of central 
Ohio, the Young Eagles 
event will take place on Sat-
urday, May 13.

The rally, open to area 
children between the ages 
of 8 to 17, is designed 
to provide fi rst-time fl y-
ers with a free fl ight over 
Champaign County, Grimes 
Field Manager Elton Cul-
tice said.

A rain date for the event 
will be announced later, he 
added.

Independence Day 
celebration

The Urbana Rotary Club’s 
annual Chicken BBQ and 

Fireworks will take place on 
Tuesday, July 4, at Grimes 
Field.

The annual tradition will 
include a free concert fea-
turing Hotel California.

Cultice said for that 
for most part, the July 4 
festivities will mirror past 
celebrations, with one pos-
sible exception. The launch 
point of the fi reworks may 
be moved closer to the 
hangars “to make it a much 
more personalized, closer 
experience.”

MERFI returning to Urbana
After being postponed 

in 2016, the Mid-Eastern 
Regional Fly-In will cel-

ebrate its 50th anniver-
sary with a two-day event 
planned for Aug. 19-20 at 
Grimes Field.

While MERFI is geared 
toward general aviation 
pilots and will offer various 
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) seminars 
along with vendors selling 
aviation-related products, 
the 50th installment will 
feature something for every-
one.

“This year, MERFI is 
welcoming the Barnstorm-
ing Festival with it,” Cultice 
said. “Barnstormers are 
the early days, the old 
biplanes.”

He added the festival will 

be organized by the same 
individual in charge of the 
annual Barnstorming Carni-
val held in Springfi eld.

“We will have rides and 
tons of activities out here 
for kids,” Cultice said.

For more information on 
the event, visit barnstorm-
ingcarnival.com.

Former annual event 
making a comeback

After a four-year hiatus, 
Grimes Field will once 
again host a balloon festival.

“In working with the 
Chamber of Commerce it’s 
something we want to do 
and bring back,” Cultice 
said.

The event is scheduled to 
be held Sept. 22-24.

“It’s my understand-
ing that it was something 
everyone always enjoyed,” 
Cultice said. “Somehow it 
died, but we are bringing it 
back.”

With the annual Simon 
Kenton Chili Cook-off and 
Hoopla Parade also sched-
uled in Urbana during the 
Balloon Festival weekend, 
the plan is to keep the 
reboot as generic as pos-
sible this time around.

“This one is not going 
to be like the big carnival 
like it was before, because I 
don’t want to draw people 
away from the chili festi-

val,” Cultice said. “This one 
is going to be more strictly 
balloon launches or stuff 
like that.”

Remembering the 
Army Air Forces

Former members of the 
U.S. Army Air Forces, the 
predecessor to the U.S. Air 
Force, will be honored at 
the Champaign Aviation 
Museum on Sept. 30 during 
the third annual Army Air 
Forces Remembrance Day.

“It’s meant to honor the 
Army Air Force veterans 
who are WWII veterans,” 
Cultice said.

During the ceremony, 
which will begin at 11 a.m., 
relatives of individuals who 
served in the Army Air 
Forces during WWII are 
invited to read aloud the 
names of their loved ones, 
which will be added to 
the museum’s Veterans of 
WWII Honor Roll.

Military Appreciation 
Day on hiatus

Held in 2016, Military 
Appreciation Day is on 
hiatus for the calendar year 
2017. In its place, the air-
port hosted the B-25 gather-
ing earlier this month.

Joshua Keeran may be reached 
at 937-508-2304 or on Twitter @
UDCKeeran.

Grimes Field to host busy event season

An Apache helicopter flies over a Huey helicopter during last 
year’s Military Appreciation Day at Grimes Field. The event has 
been postponed for 2017.

Courtesy photos
Pilot Dewey Davenport, pictured in one of his biplanes, 
acknowledges the crowd during the 2016 Military Appreciation Day 
last June at Grimes Field. Davenport will bring his Barnstorming 
Festival to Urbana as part of this year’s Mid-Eastern Regional Fly-
In scheduled for Aug. 19-20.

Local retired teachers group celebrates 50 years

Casey S. Elliott | Urbana Daily Citizen
The Champaign County Retired Teachers Association celebrates 50 years 
of existence in 2017. The group promotes camaraderie among members 
and the community and provides information and service options. Pictured 
at the February meeting are, from left, members Ruth Hunsberger, Dr. Jan 
Ebert, President Karen Headlee and Mary Kay Russell.

A group of 
Champaign 
County retired 
teachers from 
the association 
gather at the 
Champaign 
Aviation 
Museum in 
2014 and learn 
about the 
“Champaign 
Gal” World 
War II restored 
bomber.

Courtesy photos
The Champaign County Retired Teachers Association members are 
serenaded by an Urbana elementary chorus in 2015. Association members 
are involved in the community.
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THANK YOU
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STEADY GROWTH SINCE OUR FOUNDING IN 1878.
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our customer, with responsive, knowledgeable, 
friendly, and personal service that you have grown 
to expect since 1878.

Through local leadership, we are thoroughly 
committed to a conservative management 
philosophy that enables us to offer some of the 
most competitively priced products in the area.
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By Casey S. Elliott
celliott@civitasmedia.com

Improvements continue 
at the revamped Gloria 
Theatre as volunteers and 
others donate money and 
time.

The goal of making the 
theater a central facet of 
the community will take 
millions of dollars, Grand-
Works Board member Dave 
Smith estimates. That cost 
is much less due to all of 
the volunteer assistance.

The GrandWorks Founda-
tion is the nonprofi t group 
restoring the theater. Smith, 
owner of Freshwater Farms 
of Ohio, is the leader of the 
design build group.

“We have been really 
fortunate to have so many 
volunteers to work with,” 
he said. “That’s how we got 
so much done. Virtually all 
of the renovations we’ve 
done have been with either 
volunteers or local compa-
nies subsidizing their time 
and effort.”

The Gloria: A history
The Gloria got its start as 

the Clifford Theater, built 
by Billy Clifford for $75,000 
in 1905, according to 
historical information pro-
vided by GrandWorks. The 
theater featured an 80-foot 
stage and a 700-person 
seating capacity. Clifford 
was born William Shyrigh, 
a leading Vaudevillian who 
performed with Buster 
Keaton and acted with 
troupes in New York City, 
Baltimore, Richmond and 
Europe.

In 1919, the theater’s 
third fl oor was destroyed 
in a fi re, one of several 
around Urbana believed to 
have been set deliberately in 
1918 and 1919. Local indus-
trialist Warren Grimes later 
purchased the Clifford The-
ater in 1940, remodeling it 
for approximately $100,000 
and renaming it the Gloria, 
after his youngest daughter.

More recently, the theater 
was called the Urbana Twin 

Cinemas and was owned 
by Chakeres Theaters. It 
closed in 2013. The Urbana 
United Methodist Church 
purchased it in 2014, and 
GrandWorks took over the 
restoration at that point.

Renovation plans
The theater has been 

returned to a single-screen 
theater, with a new state-of-
the-art sound system and 
projector so patrons can 
view the most recent Holly-
wood fi lms. The system got 
full use at the end of last 
year with the Marvel fi lm 
“Doctor Strange.”

The heating system was 
improved, the entire theater 

received a general cleaning, 
and marquee lights were 
replaced with LED bulbs. 
Replacing those lights 
saved 10-15 percent in 
energy usage and made the 
sign brighter, Smith said. 
The change may result in a 
rebate from Dayton Power 
and Light.

Smith said the group 
has been fortunate in that 
the theater had been con-
tinuously used instead of 
sitting empty, so more sub-
stantial improvements did 
not need to be made due to 
disuse. That meant the the-
ater could continue to be 
used while improvements 
were underway, allowing 

GrandWorks to bring in 
money from use in addition 
to the donations.

“We had 70-some events 
before we even got to this 
last year, when we started 
showing new movies,” he 
said.

The group has raised 
approximately $350,000 so 
far, which largely went to 
the sound and projection 
systems, including the new 
40-foot-wide screen. Dona-
tions toward the sound sys-
tem and concessions items 
helped.

The new screen makes 
the theater feel bigger, 
Smith added.

Before Chakeres closed, 

new seats, wall coverings 
and carpets were installed, 
so that didn’t need updat-
ing, Smith said. But the 
seating needed to be 
reconfi gured once the twin 
screens returned to a single 
screen. Additional legroom 
was put in when that recon-
fi guration occurred, and 
patrons have found that to 
be a nice touch, Smith said.

“It really is a showplace 
for Urbana,” Smith said.

Other replacements so 
far include new curtains. 
Smith said the group has 
been fortunate in fi nding 
replacements for some 
items, rather than paying 
for new items. The almost-

new curtains, for example, 
were obtained at an auc-
tion for $500. Smith said 
new curtains were esti-
mated to cost $50,000.

The next phase will 
focus on the ground fl oor 
of the theater. Restrooms 
will be remodeled to add 
more capacity and to 
comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 
That will include handicap 
stalls. The lobby will be 
remodeled to include a 
cafe or restaurant with 
a separate entrance. A 
commercial-grade kitchen 
will be installed for use by 

Gloria Theatre progress continues
Group hopes to begin work on upgraded bathrooms this year

Volunteers renovate the Urbana Twin Cinemas seats to suit a one-
screen theater.

Courtesy photos
This undated photo shows the Clifford Theater of the early 1900s. 
The third floor was destroyed in a fire in 1919. The Clifford was 
later purchased by industrialist Warren Grimes, who renamed it 
the Gloria Theatre after his youngest daughter.

Casey S. Elliott | Urbana Daily Citizen
GrandWorks continues its restoration of the Gloria Theatre, which has received enough upgrades to 
begin showing some of the newest movies on the market.

Volunteers take down the wall separating the two screens. 
GrandWorks returned the twin cinema formerly owned by Chakeres 
Theaters to one large screen, making it possible to show the most 
recent movies on the market the way they were intended.

Volunteers help take down 
the wall separating the two 
screens in the former Urbana 
Twin Cinemas theater.

See THEATRE | 7



Thursday, April 27, 2017     7Urbana Daily Citizen PROGRESS 2017

By Casey S. Elliott
celliott@civitasmedia.com

Lydia Hess, 
new Champaign 
County Chamber 
of Commerce and 
Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 
executive director, 
hopes to connect 
community and 
business in her home 
county.

Hess, 29, started in 
the position Feb. 27. 
She previously served 
as an administrative 
assistant at the 
chamber part time.

The chamber 
provides marketing 
assistance for local 
businesses and 
works alongside the 
Champaign Economic 
Partnership, once 
the CEP has helped a 
business locate in the 
county.

“Once a business 
is started and it 
needs help growing 
or marketing or 
reaching new 
customers, that’s 
where I come in,” she 
said. “We help new or 
existing companies 
grow their outreach.”

Hess is a 2006 
Graham High 
School graduate and 
daughter of county 
Commissioner Steve 
Hess. She graduated 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in economics 

from Ohio State 
University. She now 
lives in Urbana, after 
living and working in 
Columbus for a few 
years.

“Everything you 
need is there, but 
that’s part of the 
problem,” she said 
of Columbus. “You 
think everything is 
there, but it’s not. 
My family’s here; my 
friends are here. You 
don’t realize until 
you move away how 
much this area has.”

Hess said it is 
unique to be involved 
in the economic 
fortunes of the 
community in which 
she was raised.

“A lot of the people 
I’ve known my 
whole life. It’s nice 
to be able to work 
with them, to know 
them on more than 
a professional level,” 
she said. “Part of the 
nice thing about a 
small community is 
you know everybody.”

Working for the 
chamber as executive 
director seemed like 
a good fit for Hess.

“It’s an important 
organization in the 
community,” she 
said. “I think with 
my knowledge of the 
inner workings (of 
the chamber) and my 
interactions in the 
community, I think it 

made sense to me.”
Hess said she 

wants to improve 
the value of being 
a chamber member 
and expand 
networking among 
local businesses 
and between the 
businesses and the 
community.

The chamber holds 
business networking 
events such as 
First Friday coffee 
hours, Business 
After Hours, a 
“Lunch and Learn” 
seminar series and a 
Young Professionals 
program. The group 
also promotes new 

businesses with 
ribbon-cuttings and 
open houses.

Hess said she’s 
working on ideas 
to keep the county 
progressing 
economically, 
expanding on current 
efforts.

“We are hoping 
to reinvest in the 
community to make 
Champaign County 
a place businesses 
want to come, grow 
and thrive,” she said. 
“We want to make 
the chamber more 
of a community 
organization, 
rather than a 

member-oriented 
organization. We 
are not devaluing 
our members, but 
we want to leverage 
our members to 
help the rest of the 
community.

“I think the 
biggest thing we 
can do to help 
the community is 
become partners. If 
we work together, 
that’s how we all 
grow together,” she 
said.

Casey S. Elliott may be 
reached at 937-652-1331 
ext. 1772 or on Twitter @
UDCElliott.

New chamber director seeks community connections

Casey S. Elliott | Urbana Daily Citizen
Lydia Hess took over the executive director position of the Champaign County 
Chamber of Commerce and Convention and Visitors Bureau at the end of 
February. Hess is pictured with scenes from Urbana painted by Mike Simpson, 
who died in January. The Champaign 

County Chamber 
of Commerce 
helps connect 
local businesses 
and promote 
them, and that’s 
something 
new Chamber 
Executive 
Director Lydia 
Hess hopes to 
continue. One 
such networking 
event is the 
annual chamber 
dinner. Here, 
chamber 
members talk 
shop during 
cocktail hour 
over a silent 
auction at the 
event.

Courtesy photos
Vancrest Representative Rich Hunt presents a lucky community 
member with a new TV at the 2016 Chamber Night at the Races. 
The chamber coordinates this event as an annual Fair Week 
tradition and a way to give back to the community.

both the concessions area 
and the cafe/restaurant. 
The concessions area also 
will be remodeled, Smith 
said.

A community hub
The plan is to make 

the entire building an 
events center, with live 
theater, concerts, films and 

meeting and event space 
with catering capabilities.

“The plan always was 
to make it a multi-purpose 
place, not just a theater,” 
Smith said.

GrandWorks Foundation 
Executive Director Staci 
Weller said the ongoing 
fundraising will help move 
the theater forward into a 
new community space.

“GrandWorks’ mission 
is to Reach, Restore and 
Revive our community by 
transforming this facility 
and nearby property into 
an ultramodern civic center 

that not only is capable 
of housing theatrical and 
live events, but will also 
be available with banquet 
and business facilities, 
a cafe lounge, dine-in 
movie service and much 
more,” she said. “This 
grand vision will require 
substantial community-
wide support and 
GrandWorks is currently 
developing plans for a 
capital campaign to fund 
further improvements.”

The second phase will 
focus on the second and 
third floors of the building. 

Currently, there is an 
old ballroom and extra 
space on those floors. 
That will be renovated 
to house meeting rooms 
and reception rooms. 
An elevator also will be 
installed.

Another goal is to 
expand the stage area, 
Smith said.

He estimated the cost for 
all of the renovations will 
ring in at $4.1 million, with 
$2.5 million of that just for 
the stage expansion.

“GrandWorks has big 
plans, but it’s a vision. We 

are taking it one step at 
a time,” he said. “There 
have been thousands of 
volunteer hours making 
this happen. It really is a 
community project.”

The main goal is to make 
the center pay for itself, 
Smith said, and having a 
functional theater showing 
current movies helps that. 
The funds generated from 
the movie ticket sales have 
helped fund renovations.

“It means so much to 
this community. It’s not 
just nostalgic, but it’s 
a kick in the pants for 

economic development,” 
Smith said. The “Doctor 
Strange” movie weekend 
and the Paul McCartney 
cover band event packed all 
the restaurants in Urbana, 
he said. “We want this 
to be something to draw 
people to our community.”

For more information on 
donating to the renovation, 
call Weller at 937-653-
4853 or email admin@
grandworks.com.

Casey S. Elliott may be reached 
at 937-652-1331 ext. 1772 or on 
Twitter @UDCElliott.

From page 6

Theatre
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Seeking A Rewarding Career? 
 
Job Openings are available in many counties served by CRSI. 
Providing support services for individuals with developmental 
disabilities is a very special career opportunity for very special 
people. Bring a sense of joy and accomplishment by working 
with people who truly need your help in order to lead a quality 
life. Find out if you qualify. (Must have a high school diploma 
or GED – background checks and drug screenings performed.) 
 
Go to our website for information about full and 
part-time employment opportunities in over thirty 
Ohio counties and to access an employment 
application. 

 
 

www.crsi-oh.com/employment/ 
job-openings 

 

An EEO Employer 

 

Since 1976  

40099335

Your Community Health Source
Hometown Professionals 
Helping People at Home

For all of your Diabetic, 
Respiratory and Home 

Medical needs call

Your Neighborhood Pharmacy
Prescriptions filled with a personal touch

FREE City Wide Delivery

• Insurance Claims Filing
• Caring delivery and set-up

• Professional patient instruction 
on proper use

• NEW EXPANDED SHOWROOM!

821 Scioto Street, Urbana

653-3914

We are more than just a Pharmacy!
We realize you have a CHOICE where to get Home 

Medical and Respiratory Equipment

That’s why we make every effort to ensure that we deliver the 
best quality Equipment and Service every time!

Pointe North continues to evolve 2 years after opening to public
By Joshua Keeran
jkeeran@civitasmedia.com

The city of Urbana’s 
decision to expand its 
parks system by opening 
Pointe North to the masses 
in March 2015 has been 
deemed a success by admin-
istration.

“You have your usual 
start-up or transition 
challenges, but generally 
speaking I think it’s been 
very well received by the 
community,” Director of 
Administration Kerry Brug-
ger said.

Located just north of 
Grimes Field at 2222 N. 
U.S. Route 68, Pointe North 
(a former gravel quarry) 
has been in possession of 
the city since March 2006. 
The land contains Cedar 
Spring, cared for and used 
by Freshwater Farms, as 
well as four fi shing holes 
– two large ponds and two 
smaller ones – that are open 
to the public.

Prior to its opening to 
the public two years ago, 
Pointe North had been 
accessible to city employees 
only until Brugger decided 
that since the ponds were 
city property, they should 
be made available to every-
one.

Pointe North opened for 
its third season in March. 
Brugger said Pointe North 
has become more than just 
a spot for local fi shermen. 
It’s become a retreat of 
sorts for those who enjoy 
nature.

“A lot of people just go 
out there to sit and relax,” 
he said. “I’ve seen people 
out there reading and 
painting. Some people just 
go out there to enjoy the 
scenery.”

From a fi shing stand-
point, however, Pointe 
North, open 24/7 through-
out the season (March 1 
through Oct. 31), has not 
gone as smoothly as the city 
had hoped. When the fi sh-
ing holes originally opened 
to the public, fi shermen – 
all of whom must possess 
valid Ohio fi shing licenses 
– were allowed to keep any 
fi sh they caught except for 
bass. Over-fi shing during 
the fi rst year, however, 
resulted in the city altering 
its fi shing regulations in 

2016 to catch and release 
only, which has been car-
ried over into 2017.

“We had a couple of 
issues that came up during 
that fi rst year,” Brugger 
said. “One of the biggest 
involved reports we were 
receiving that people were 
taking an abundance of fi sh 
out of the ponds, kind of 
under the radar.”

According to a report 
provided to the city by the 
Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources – Division of 
Wildlife, which monitors 
Pointe North through a 
non-monetary contract with 
the city, fi shermen in the 
fall of 2015 reported catch-
ing the following types of 
fi sh at Pointe North: large-
mouth bass, channel catfi sh, 
bluegill and crappie.

Jeffrey Tipton, state wild-
life offi cer for Champaign 
County, added that follow-
ing the 2015 season, it was 
discovered the harvest of 
panfi sh from the ponds at 
Pointe North was much 
higher than expected.

“The idea of the current 
catch and release policy is 
to allow the panfi sh popula-
tion to recover and then 
to implement a daily catch 
limit in order to maintain 
the fi sh population,” he said.

Brugger added due to 
costs, there are no immedi-
ate plans to restock the 

ponds, which could run the 
city between $10,000 to 
$15,000.

In addition to catch and 
release only, all fi shermen 
are required to use barb-
less hooks to preserve the 
overall health of the fi sh 
population, which can 
be negatively affected by 
barbed hooks.

“We fi elded comments 
about fi sh that were found 
along the banks in which 
their mouths were pretty 
mangled up,” Brugger said. 
“So with the catch and 
release, they use a barb-less 
hook so it really doesn’t dig 
into the fi sh. By not having 
the barb, the hook doesn’t 
really damage the fl esh.”

Additional rules 
and regulations

Whether one is visiting 
for the fi rst time or for the 
10th time, city offi cials are 
reminding individuals to 
be respectful of the natural 
setting and to abide by the 
rules and regulations posted 
in clear sight in two locations.

Visitors to Pointe North 
are prohibited from dis-
orderly conduct or public 
indecency, consuming alco-
holic beverages, swimming, 
wading, hunting, trapping, 
and taking part in sporting 
or gaming activities. All 
unauthorized boats, off-road 
vehicles and radio/remote-

controlled devices are pro-
hibited.

Brugger said that, unfor-
tunately, some individuals 
have failed to abide by the 
posted regulations and 
have taken four-wheelers to 
Pointe North, resulting to 
damage to the grounds.

“If there was a thing of 
abuse it would be the peo-
ple who are going off the 
paths with vehicles (ATVs, 
pickup trucks, Jeeps), he 
said. “A few people can ruin 
it for a lot of people.”

Visitors are asked to keep 
all pets on a leash, remove 
trash and pet waste, and 
refrain from feeding wildlife 
or starting fi res of any sort.

“We do have the occa-
sional people who abuse 
the situation and leave 
trash there,” Brugger said. 
“It isn’t a lot, but it’s just 
enough to be annoying.”

Pointe North is desig-
nated a trash-free park, he 
added, so additional city 
staff is not needed to collect 
trash and police the area.

To help keep the area 
looking as pristine as pos-
sible, several volunteers 
pick up trash at Pointe 
North, which hasn’t gone 
unnoticed.

“We appreciate people 
volunteering to do that,” 
Brugger said.

Tipton added from his 
observations, those who use 

Pointe North do a good job 
of policing themselves.

“They don’t want to lose 
the privilege of having a 
place to fi sh, so most every-
one reports any potential 
problems so that they can 
be addressed,” he said.

Maintaining the 
property, future uses

When the city decided 
to add Pointe North to its 
parks system in 2015, it 
turned to multiple city divi-
sions for help along with 
support from ODNR – Divi-
sion of Wildlife to keep the 
fi nancial impact as small as 
possible.

“We haven’t added any 
staff, so we are tending to 
additional space without 
additional manpower,” 
Brugger said. “We do mini-
mal mowing and try to keep 
the access areas clear and 
accessible.”

As for monitoring the 
area against illegal fi shing, 
etc., that role is handled 
by ODNR – Division of 
Wildlife, under a three-

year agreement that runs 
through the 2017 season.

Brugger said he would 
like to see more groups take 
advantage of Pointe North, 
especially those interested 
in using the land and ponds 
for educational purposes.

Brugger added over the 
past two years, there have 
been several outside groups 
from places like Wittenberg 
University in Springfi eld 
and John Bryan State Park 
in Yellow Springs that have 
ventured north to study 
the environment at Pointe 
North. In addition, he has 
been approached by a local 
group interested in hosting 
a youth fi shing clinic later 
this year.

“We kind of like to get 
into these types of things as 
the word gets out that it’s 
available and open, Brugger 
said. “We just like to know 
who is doing what out there 
so we can at least know the 
area is being used.”

Joshua Keeran may be reached 
at 937-508-2304 or on Twitter @
UDCKeeran.

Photos by Joshua Keeran | Urbana Daily Citizen
Pictured is a portion of the largest pond located at Pointe North. Located just north of Grimes Field 
on North U.S. Route 68, the city-owned facility contains several ponds that are open to the public. 
While fishing is allowed, there is a strict catch and release only policy and barbless hooks must be 
used.

Several of these signs are located throughout Pointe North to 
remind visitors of the rules and regulations of the city-owned 
property.

Two Canada geese appear to morph into one along the banks of the 
largest pond at Pointe North in Urbana.
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By Joshua Keeran
jkeeran@civitasmedia.com

Despite its good standing 
with the Ohio Environmen-
tal Protection Agency in 
regards to the closed munic-
ipal landfi ll located near 
Melvin Miller Park on the 
northeast side of Urbana, 
the city has taken proactive 
measures over the past year 
to make sure it continues to 
not only remain in compli-
ance, but also stay on track 
with its 30-year post-closure 
plan with the state, set to 
expire in 2019.

To continue its focus on 
gas compliance and remedi-
ation efforts at the landfi ll, 
City Council in July agreed 
to enter into a six-task plan 
with Hull & Associates Inc., 
an engineering consulting 
fi rm out of Toledo, at a cost 
of $93,500.

Director of Administra-
tion Kerry Brugger said the 
plan was designed to give 
the city the opportunity to 
get a more detailed look 
at the current state of the 
landfi ll and what improve-
ments, if any, need to be 
made as the city inches 
closer to completing the 
state-required post-closure 
plan.

“We are trying to put 
ourselves in a position so 
everybody is clear on what 
our future is for the land-
fi ll,” he said. “The big thing 
now is just validation that 
(methane) gas isn’t migrat-
ing off the property.”

With fi ve of the six tasks 

completed – the only item 
left involves Hull & Associ-
ates presenting a summary 
to the OEPA – Brugger and 
Wastewater Superintendent 
Chad Hall both agree the 
results of the project have 
been successful in validat-
ing that the landfi ll has and 
continues to be in compli-
ance with state require-
ments.

“Basically, there is no 
public health or safety 
threat,” Hall said.

Migration not an issue
To prevent any methane 

gas (produced during the 
decomposition of organic 
material in the landfi ll) 
from migrating to the 
nearby residential proper-
ties on Old Farm Road, 
the city had used a blower 
extraction and fl are system 
to burn off the gas. More 
than 10 years ago, gas levels 
were so low that propane 
had to be added to keep the 
fl are burning. At that point, 
the system was turned off, 
under the direction of the 
city’s consultants.

Late last year, however, 
Hull & Associates deemed 
the old extraction infra-
structure to be in good 
shape and the decision was 
made to again start venting 
any built-up gas, this time 
through a non-mechanical 
extraction system.

“What we ended up doing 
is we actually installed 18 
passive or whirlybird vents 
to the existing extraction 
infrastructure,” Hall said.

The vents have been a 
success, he added, as all 
the gas monitoring wells 
in the southwest corner of 
the landfi ll near residential 
properties are showing no 
methane migrating from the 
landfi ll property.

“The methane concentra-
tion continues to be 0 per-
cent next to the residential 
housing and including the 
southwest corner,” Hall 
said. “Any gas moving 
across the property is being 
successfully vented before 
researching the property 
line.”

Cause of increased
gas levels

While the gas monitor-
ing wells in the southwest 

corner of the landfi ll show 
no levels of methane, some 
of the 28 wells scattered 
throughout the property 
have methane readings of 
varying degrees, Hall said. 
None of the levels, how-
ever, are or have reached 
the point where orders or 
fi ndings have been levied 
against the city by the state.

To address the current 
gas levels, part of the agree-
ment with Hull & Associ-
ates, Hall added, was to 
determine whether the lev-
els are a result of a buildup 
in methane underground or 
whether the landfi ll is still 
actively producing methane.

The city believes the proj-
ect has helped answer that 
question.

“I think we feel that a 
majority of it is buildup 
because there is no signifi -
cant gas pressure in any 
part of the landfi ll,” Hall 
said. “It’s my understand 
that if we don’t have gas 
pressure, we don’t have 
production.”

The cause of the current 
buildup, the city believes, 
is a direct result of efforts 
taken in 2010 when a cap 
was placed on top of the 
landfi ll to prevent ground-
water contamination. In 
addressing this concern, it 
created another.

“The cap did what the 
water people wanted, but 
it didn’t help us on the gas 
side,” Brugger said.

Hall added the cap 

prevents the landfi ll from 
being able to “breathe” 
naturally, and over the 
years since it was installed, 
the methane levels gradu-
ally increased to the levels 
the wells were reading in 
2016.

“When you put on a cap 
it’s like throwing a tarp 
over the top of the landfi ll, 
so the gas isn’t naturally 
releasing,” he said. “You 
are holding the gas down, 
but you are protecting the 
groundwater. We are now 
in the phase where the 
gas levels are starting to 
increase a little bit more, 
so now we needed to take 
a stand on the gas side.”

The stand, Hall said, 
was installing the passive 
vents that are now allow-
ing the landfi ll to breathe 
naturally again.

“We’ve seen between 
probably 50 to 60 percent 
reduction in all the moni-
toring wells thanks to the 
passive vents,” he said.

As for the future of the 
landfi ll, Brugger said the 
city will continue to moni-
tor the site to make sure it 
remains in compliance as 
agreed upon in the city’s 
30-year post-closure plan 
with the state, and any 
additional requirements 
that may be required of the 
city after the plan ends in 
2019 will be addressed at 
that time.

Joshua Keeran may be reached 
at 937-508-2304 or on Twitter @
UDCKeeran.

New vents helping landfi ll ‘breathe’

Joshua Keeran | Urbana Daily Citizen
Over the past year, the city of Urbana installed numerous passive or whirlybird vents, pictured, to 
the gas extraction system at the closed city-owned landfill located off Childrens Home Road on the 
northeast side of Urbana.

Submitted story

Many years ago an idea 
was born in the minds of 
men who entertained a vision 
and anticipated the needs of 
a people in the years which 
were ahead. Like all other true 
stories the reality of this idea far 
exceeded the fondest hopes and 
expectations of these pioneers.

Whenever people join together 
in organized communities there 

is a need for the services of 
savings and lending institutions. 
Over 139 years ago this problem 
presented itself in Urbana, and 
the aggressiveness of a small 
group of men whose purpose was 
“to encourage the acquisition 
of real estate, the building of 
dwellings, and the ownership of 
homesteads,” started the meager 
beginning of a mutually-owned 
fi nancial institution that today 
has materialized into a modern 

and sound savings institution that 
serves a large and ever-growing 
clientele.

The complete story of this 
march of progress is, of course, 
too voluminous to be detailed 
here but many interesting events 
have taken place over the years. 
Into the record of our Association 
is written the history of the 
community it serves, the births 
and deaths of its citizens, and 
the fi nancial background of its 

families. The growth and progress 
of the community in which we live 
has been matched by the growth 
and success of Perpetual Federal 
Savings Bank.

Vitally concerned with the 
development of our Association 
over the years have been such 
names as Joseph C. Coulson, 
George H. McCracken, W. W. 
Wilson, Clinton E. Russell, 
Harold W. Houston, Joseph C. 
Neer, Edwin L. English, Richard 

E. Stockton and C. Edward 
Stocksdale.

In 1991 the Board of Directors 
adopted a plan to convert from 
a mutual savings bank to a stock 
savings bank. This offering was 
well received by the account 
holders, directors, offi cers, 
employees and members of the 
general public.

Submitted by Perpetual Federal
Savings Bank.

The story of Perpetual Federal Savings Bank
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New legislation aims to protect village’s historic downtown
By Joshua Keeran
jkeeran@civitasmedia.com

MECHANICSBURG – 
Individuals looking for 
examples of the earliest 
architecture in Champaign 
County need not look any 
further than the village of 
Mechanicsburg’s Central 
Business District.

Home to fi ve sites listed 
in the National Register 
of Historic Places, the 
village’s downtown area is 
a lesson in Mechanicsburg 
history, one that dates 
back to 1814. To help 
protect and preserve the 
irreplaceable structures 
that line North and South 
Main streets, Village 
Council in January signed 
off on the establishment 
of the Historic Main 
Street Zoning Overlay 
District (Article 15) of 
the Mechanicsburg Village 
Zoning Ordinance.

“It’s something that 
has been discussed and 
talked about for probably 
20 years,” Mayor Greg 
Kimball said. “It’s aimed at 
preserving our history and 
our downtown area, which 
is the centerpiece of our 
town.”

To make sure the 
village’s most iconic 
buildings remain as 
close to their original 
appearance as possible for 
generations to come, the 
Mechanicsburg Planning 
Commission was given 
the task of creating the 
historic overlay district, 
something the group 
was more than willing to 
tackle.

“(Council’s) intent was 
to have a set of guidelines 
that would strengthen the 
appeal of investing in this 
district by discouraging 
inappropriate building 
modifi cations,” said 
Planning Commission 
Chairperson Chuck 
Hickey. “We spent over 
six months developing an 
overlay, which does this 
in the least restrictive 
fashion. We do not 
regulate paint colors, for 
example.

“Our hope is that the 
original architecture of the 
commercial district will be 
enhanced and protected,” 
he added.

In addition to ensuring 
the village’s downtown 
remains a historic 
business district and civic 
center, the historic overlay 
district was established 
to help carry out the 
following objectives 
as outlined by village 
offi cials:

•Provide for increased 
opportunities and 
land use effi ciency for 
redevelopment, new 
development, and business 
development expansion

•Assist property owners 
to rehabilitate their 
property and receive tax 
credits

•Protect property and 
private investment

What properties are 
included?

Nearly all structures 
lining both sides of North 
and South Main streets 
within the downtown 
area are included in the 
Historic Main Street 
Zoning Overlay District.

The boundary lines of 
the district on the east 
side of Main Street stretch 
from 12 N. Main St. 

Photos by Joshua Keeran | Urbana Daily Citizen
Included in the village of Mechanicsburg’s newly established Historic Main Street Zoning Overlay 
District is the former Lawler’s Tavern located 15 and 17 N. Main St. The building is included in the 
National Register of Historic Places. The brick structure at 19 N. Main St., while not listed as a historic 
place, marks the northwest boundary line of the village’s historic overlay district.

Known historically as the Village Hobby Shop, 7 N. Main St. in 
Mechanicsburg is not only part of the village’s Historic Main 
Street Zoning Overlay District, but is also listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Best known for housing 
the office of the late 
William “Bill” Saxbe, 
the historic structure 
at 14 and 16 S. Main St. 
(building on the left) in 
Mechanicsburg is listed 
in the National Register 
of Historic Places as 
the former Magruder 
Building. The historic site 
is part of the village’s 
recently established 
Historic Main Street 
Zoning Overlay District.

(Masonic Temple) to 32 
S. Main St. (Real Living 
Darby Creek LLC). The 
boundary lines on the west 
side of Main Street extend 
from 19 N. Main St. 
(Mechanicsburg Ag) to 39 
S. Main St. (Hemisphere 
Coffee Roasters).

Within the district are 
the following fi ve sites 
that appear in the National 
Register of Historic 
Places: Village Hobby 
Shop (7 N. Main St.), 
Lawler’s Tavern (15 and 
17 N. Main St.), Masonic 
Temple (12 N. Main 
St.), Magruder Building 
(14 and 16 S. Main St.), 
and the Mechanicsburg 
Commercial Historic 
District (1-11 S. Main 
St.).

Considering upkeep 
on historic buildings can 
be quite costly, Kimball 
added that by establishing 
a historic overlay district, 
it will open the door to 
grant opportunities to help 
preserve the village’s most 
iconic structures.

With some downtown 
structures starting to 
become eyesores in 
varying forms, Village 
Administrator April 
Huggins-Davis added, “I 
don’t want to tear down 
any of these historic 
buildings, because they 
are the essence of the 
village,” she said. “We are 
trying to work within the 
law to make improvements 
here in town so we can 
preserve what we still 
have.”

Ins and outs
By creating the Historic 

Main Street Zoning 
Overlay District, the 
village has additional 
regulations it can use to 
address future issues in 
the downtown area in 
addition to the regulations 
already in place through 
the Central Business 
District (B-3) zoning 
district.

When confl icts arise 
between the regulations 
of the B-3 zoning district 
and the historic overlay 
district, the Mechanicsburg 
Village Zoning Ordinance 
calls for the overlay 
regulations to reign 
supreme.

As for preserving 
the historic look of 
the downtown area, 
any property owner or 
agent wishing to do 
any of the following 
within the overlay must 
obtain a Certifi cate of 
Appropriateness from the 
Planning Commission 
prior to the issuance of 
a zoning certifi cate or 
permit from the village 
zoning inspector and/or 
a certifi cate of occupancy 
or building permit from a 
certifi ed building offi cial:

•Construction of new 
buildings and structures

•All exterior renovations 
and rehabilitations of 
existing buildings or 
structures

•Additions and 
expansion of existing 
principal and accessory 
building or structures

•Demolition of buildings 
or structures

•Site improvements 
including parking lots, 
driveways, vehicular and/or 
pedestrian access

When reviewing 
applications for a Certifi cate 
of Appropriateness, the 
Planning Commission will 
evaluate how closely they 
follow not only the general 
guidelines outlined in the 
overlay district, but also 
guidelines in the areas 
of building rehabilitation 
and alteration, additions, 
new construction and 
demolition.

As of mid-March, Hickey 
said no one had submitted 
paperwork to proceed with 
any work within the new 
historic downtown overlay 
district.

Joshua Keeran may be reached 
at 937-508-2304 or on Twitter @
UDCKeeran.
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By Joshua Keeran
jkeeran@civitasmedia.com

The former Q3 JMC Inc. 
property at 605 Miami St. 
in Urbana may not look like 
much today, but in the early 
1900s, the site was home 
to one of the city’s most 
prominent manufacturers – 
the Johnson Manufacturing 
Company (JMC). Fast-
forward over a century 
later and city offi cials hope 
the current eyesore on the 
west side of the city can be 
returned to its former glory 
as an industrial hot spot.

Issued an Ohio Historical 
Marker in 2003 by the 
Ohio Historical Society, the 
property became home to 
JMC in 1902. The original 
facility built around the 
turn of the 20th century 
was replaced with the 
current brick structure 
in 1910 and numerous 
additions were added 
throughout the 1900s.

According to historical 
records and information 
provided by city offi cials, 
JMC manufactured tin 
and galvanized iron ware 
for railroad lines across 
America from 1902 to 1939. 
When the trucking industry 
became the newest craze, 
the company turned its 
attention in the early 1940s 
to manufacturing air and 
vacuum reservoirs for brake 
systems.

Prior to being sold to Q3 
JMC Inc. in 1995, JMC was 
manufacturing steel and 
aluminum air cylinders.

When Q3 JMC Inc. 
purchased the 605 Miami 
St. property 22 years 
ago, it also acquired the 
neighboring property 
at 200 Beech St., which 
was previously owned by 
Grimes Aerospace and used 
as a plastic molding facility.

In 2008, Q3 JMC Inc. 
ceased all manufacturing 
operations on the property.

City pursuit of ownership 
a lengthy one

After the property sat 
abandoned for several 
years, the city of Urbana 
in 2011 began what now 
stands as a six-year project 
to turn the site back into 
productive use.

The fi rst action taken 
by the city at the turn of 

the decade involved an 
environmental assessment 
of the 20-acre site that 
was aided fi nancially by 
a $265,822 Clean Ohio 
Assistance Fund grant.

Completed in 2013, the 
results of the initial study 
showed redeveloping the 
site would be tedious and 
costly as it was contributing 
to volatile organic 
compound contamination of 
a local aquifer.

To begin the cleanup 
efforts, the city in May 
2014 embarked on what 
turned out to be a two-
and-a-half year journey to 
acquire the property. A 
large portion of the main 
manufacturing facility 
was destroyed by a fi re in 
November 2015. It was 
later ruled an act of arson 
by the state Fire Marshal’s 
Offi ce.

Just a few months 
prior to the fi re, the city’s 
year-plus effort to acquire 
the property through the 
expedited foreclosure 
process was shot down 
from a legal standpoint due 
to the fact that the county 
auditor’s valuation of the 
property (over $900,000) at 
the time was much higher 
than the taxes owed, which 
prevented the Champaign 
County Board of Revision 
from transferring the 
property to the city.

From the moment the 
expedited foreclosure 
ruling was handed down in 
August 2015, the city made 
it known to the county 

Board of Revision that if the 
property were to go unsold 
during subsequent sheriff’s 
sales, which it did, the city 
would take ownership of 
the property only if all taxes 
owed on the property were 
waived and the city had the 
proper funding lined up to 
redevelop the site.

Project in the works
In November 2016, two-

and-a-half years after the 
city began the process of 
trying to acquire the former 
Q3 JMC Inc. property, 
Director of Administration 
Kerry Brugger submitted 
an application to the county 
Board of Revision seeking 
ownership of the site free 
and clear of all delinquent 
taxes after revealing a 
three-party agreement was 
in the works to clean up and 
redevelop the site.

According to Brugger, 
the three-party deal, which 

as of March 22 has yet 
to be fi nalized, involves 
the city, a developer 
who would oversee the 
property and receive nearly 
$900,000 in grant funding 
to clean up the site, and 
Honeywell, which would be 
responsible for remediating 
contaminated groundwater 
on the west side of the 
property that the company 
became liable for when it 
acquired Grimes Aerospace.

Satisfi ed with the plan for 
cleanup and redevelopment 
outlined by the city, the 
county Board of Revision 
on Dec. 13, 2016, agreed to 
hand over the 605 Miami 
St. property to the city 
free and clear of nearly 
$265,000 in delinquent 
taxes.

While the city waits 
for the fi nal paperwork 
to be signed and fi led 
before it can offi cially take 
ownership of the property, 

City Council late last year 
agreed to fund the city’s 
portion of the cleanup 
and redevelopment plan 
by approving a resolution 
authorizing commitment 
of city funds as a match 
for grant funding for 
the Q3 Cleanup and 
Redevelopment Project.

Brugger said the 
commitment is for the city 
to invest an amount not 
to exceed $350,000 over a 
three-year period.

“Over the life of the 
project, the grantor wants 
to make sure that the city 
is committed and that 

council is behind that 
commitment,” Brugger 
told council in December 
2016. “It doesn’t necessarily 
mean we are going to spend 
$348,000. It means we are 
going to spend it or we are 
going to do some of the 
work (engineering, zoning, 
building, site prep and 
clearing) on that behalf. 
Any of those things we 
can do in-house, we can 
charge back against our 
obligation.”

Joshua Keeran may be reached 
at 937-508-2304 or on Twitter @
UDCKeeran.

Transformation of old manufacturing site moving forward

Photos by Joshua Keeran | Urbana Daily Citizen
Located at 605 Miami St. in Urbana, the former Q3 JMC Inc. property is set to undergo a cleanup 
and redevelopment project pending the finalization of a three-party agreement involving the city, 
Honeywell Aerospace and an undisclosed developer.

This is the back of the main manufacturing facility at 605 Miami 
St. The former site of Q3 JMC Inc. was destroyed by a fire in 
November 2015.

Besides the main manufacturing facility at 605 Miami St., the 
former Q3 JMC Inc. property in Urbana includes several other 
buildings. Pictured are three of those structures on the western 
boundary of the property.

The former Q3 JMC Inc. property on Miami Street, pictured in 
the background, was once one of the city of Urbana’s primary 
manufacturing sites.

Pictured is an up-close look at the once prominent manufacturing 
facility located at 605 Miami St. in Urbana.
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