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Welcome to the 24th CCPA Historic Home and Garden Tour
By Suzanne McCoy
CCPA Tour Co-Chair

The Champaign County Preservation
Alliance is looking forward to the 24th
annual Historic Home and Garden Tour,
which will be held in Urbana 11 a.m.-5
p.m. June 25 & 26. We are excited to
showcase the lovely homes, gardens and
farm in Urbana and we look forward
to a weekend full of activities. Pre-sale
tickets are available at local banks and
retailers and a complete list is available
on our website, www.urbanahomeandgardentour.com. Pre-sale tickets are $12
and tickets tour weekend will be $15 and
may be purchased at the Welcome Tent
located behind the Municipal Building at
205 S. Main St.
Free parking and a complimentary
shuttle service is available. If using a
pre-sale ticket, you may begin the tour
at any site location where your ticket
will be exchanged for the ticket booklet.
Visitors will experience a showcase of
assorted styles, sizes and architectural
features throughout the homes. Three of
the homes are located on Scioto Street,
including the total remodel of a 1940s
Lustron house and garage, which will be
decorated with period furnishings.
Another home on Scioto Street was
part of the Kirby properties at one time,
and was moved across the street to its
present location, and the outstanding

total restoration of a lovely 19th century
home. The commercial structure under
restoration on our 2015 tour has been
completed and is a must see! The retail
spaces on the lower level are open to the
public, but a tour ticket is required to
visit the upper floor. On Church Street,
we will see a comfortable family Craftsman-style home and relax in a beautiful
garden.
On Miami Street, the much admired
Bunnell home with its distinctive front
pillars will be open. For convenience
we will be entering through the garden
entrance in the rear. An interesting feature on the tour is a home “off the grid”
and completely powered by solar panels
and a vegetable garden we could all wish
for. Oakview Farms is our rural location
- a place to tour, relax, enjoy crafters and
entertainers and eat a farm style lunch,
with choice of the farm’s meats for your
sandwich, roasted potatoes, green beans,
dessert and beverage, all for a reasonable
price of $10.
Included in the tour will be the Johnny
Appleseed Museum, the Community
Gardens and the First Baptist Church,
which is showcasing the new addition.
Displayed at the church will be some
nationally awarded winning quilts among
other beautiful quilts provided by the
Champaign Quilters Guild, a display of
60+ angels provided by Nancy Elliott

and a vintage display of cups and saucers. They will also have available the
Cafe located in the new North Welcome
Center. Hours will be 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
on Saturday and 1-3 p.m. on Sunday. Sit
back and relax in the air conditioned
comfort!
The purpose of the Champaign
County Preservation Alliance tour is

By Suzanne McCoy
CCPA

Crafters locations:
Perry - 590 Scioto St., Champaign
Quilters Guild quilt raffle
Elliotts - 419 Scioto, Mechanicsburg/
Goshen Garden Club
Bunnells - 223 Miami, Ron’s Creations, Vintage Treasures
Runyan - 1645 St Rt 54, Sheep to
Ewe, Saturday only, Whimsical Needle
Punch, Saturday only, Hippie & the

money down! No

you until you are
able to buy.

Farmer - lunch all day
Wilbur - 134 W. Church St., Wuescher’s Garden Design
First Baptist Church - 401 N. Main
St., Refreshments in Faithfully Brewed
Cafe, Saturday 11:30-3 and Sunday 1-3,
Quilt Show in church, Vintage cup and
saucer collection and a personal collection of angels
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation
Alliance

We Help Buyers
& Sellers Make
Their Dreams
Come True!

available with no

we will work with

Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

Crafters return to CCPA
Home & Garden Tour

We have programs

credit or bad credit,

to demonstrate the feasibility of restoring the older structures to the needs of
today’s families and businesses without
destroying the integrity of the structure.
To qualify for the tour, the residence
must be at least 50 years old. A variety
of styles, sizes and periods make for an
interesting tour!

Let Us Help
You Find Your

Dream

Home

Sue Frazier
(937) 215-7793

Paige Thompson
(937) 869-4572

Debbie Jenkins
(937) 215-3477

Dream Home Realty • 119 S. Main Street, Urbana
(937) 653-3530 • www.dreamhomerealty.org

Urbana Daily Citizen

HOME & GARDEN TOUR

Wednesday, June 22, 2016 3

Church invites public to see its new look
All welcome to tour church at no charge
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Urbana First Baptist Church, founded
in 1846, has been located at 401 N. Main
St. since 1882.
The 2016 new welcome center creates a much more defined pathway to
the worship area of our church, a more
secure space for young children, an
elevator to the basement and second
story mezzanine, a high-tech communications systems room, four new office
rooms, larger main level restrooms
and the Faithfully Brewed Cafe Area,
among other new features. The covered
unloading area in the parking lot will
also keep those dry that have a driver
to let them off and makes it safer loading and unloading children. It is hoped
that it will provide a more welcoming
experience for all those who enter using
the new main entrance directly from the
parking lot. The congregation of this
church has been serving the community
in various ways for 170 years, always
looking for new approaches to reach out.
When this second church building was
first built in 1882, there was no need for
off street parking. Parking lots were not
a familiar sight anywhere. Those that
didn’t walk to church came by horse, or
horse and buggy and no one seemed to
care where they parked. In 1846,“The
Baptist Society” was the third religious
denomination to organize in Urbana.
It began as a missionary outreach of
rural Kingscreek Baptist Church sending some of its members to organize a
Baptist meeting house in town where it
was considered needed. It began with
a few organizational meetings held in a
building referred to as the old academy
that once stood where the Patrick House
is now located on the corner of Scioto
and Kenton Street. The church meetings were first held in the county court
house that sat in the middle of the public
square where the Man on the Monument
now stands.
First church was on East Court
Street

After drawing a fair size group of
men and women to weekly worship they
decided to build a meeting place of their
own and began plans for the first First
Baptist Church building on East Court
Street, just east of the alley between
North Main and Locust Street. The back
part of the brick building still is standing behind a modern one story dance
studio at 123 East Court and many are
still searching for a photo of that church
building that served as a church until
1881 and served many business until
sometime in the twentieth century when
the front part of the structure caught fire
destroying just the front half.and the rear
section was salvaged.
In 1882 ground was broken with plans
in hand from architects E Bemis of
W. W. Dibbs and Co. of Toledo. When
the building was completed in 1883
an account described it as “beautifully
designed and constructed and conveniently located.” “Its interior is adaptable to accommodate in a comfortable
manner any activity of church work.”
In 1882, the building had one main
open portico entryway, on Ward Street.
It was slightly elevated from the street
level requiring cement steps to reach the
recessed entrance with two inside doors
which offered entrance into the church
in two directions, west into the vestibule
that led to the sanctuary or east into the
large open fellowship/activity room now
used for extra seating and other activities. It is possible to closed that space
off with large pull down wooden doors.
The high vaulted ceilings in both areas
might have seemed to reach towards
the heavens with their height, beautifully crafted wooden open beams, and
artistically painted ceilings in both large
rooms. Unfortunately those decorative
ceilings, went out of style and for practical heating purposes they were lowered
and covered over with less costly materials when they needed repaired in later
years. Still the wooden pews, comfortably padded now days, and the wooden
trimmings remain behind to remind us of

Brenda Burns | Urbana Daily Citizen

Urbana First Baptist Church, 401 N. Main St.

our heritage.
The historical Class 8 was the first
Sabbath school class for young men
known to be called by a number and
to incorporate with the state of Ohio
in 1893, Dr. Henry Houston organized
them while still at the first church. They
built their own space on the east side
of the large southern room of the new
church while it was being built. This
room was set in from the south wall of
the church with its own entrance directly
into its classroom and library area and
opened up to that large south room by
way of sliding wood doors. Be sure to
visit the church history room in the basement to see and learn more about Class
8 and other history items of the church.
The main auditorium worship center
was and is still commodious, comfortable, and very beautiful even though
several rows of pews have been removed
over the years to make more open
spaces. The numerous stained glass windows, most individually donated with
their own stories, have greatly enhanced
the worshipful ambiance of this sanctuary for 134 years now. You can feel it if
you enter reverently.
Second structure modernized
By 1917 the congregation wanted
more space than they had and desired

to modernize. They chose to fix up the
church basement and make several other
changes in the present building for more
room instead of relocating. It was during
this time period that a finished basement
with a large dining room, and up-to-date
kitchen was installed, new heating system, electricity, and indoor plumbing. A
finished stairway to the basement was
created off the vestibule and an outside
stairwell leading into the basement
kitchen was built.
A North Main Street single door into
the sanctuary was created. The open
portico at the Ward Street entrance was
enclosed with beautiful Gothic stained
glass double doors to create a dead air
space for heat conservation. They moved
the water driven pump organ from its
organ loft in the front of the sanctuary to
the main floor of the worship area by creating a small extended room in the north
wall to house the new electrical workings
of the organ. The organ then sat in front
of the spot where the new 2016 entry
into the worship area is now located and
the original organ pipes are now nicely
displayed along both sides of that new
opening.
Another classroom was built above
Class 8 room that added another Sunday
See CHURCH | 4
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Young man built home next to relatives
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

George Thomas is thought to have
crafted this bungalow in 1910 next to
the home of Thomas relatives at 204
West Church. As a young man who had
grown up in the neighborhood he was
part of a long line of Thomases that had
lived nearby on West Church Street since
1847.
In 1915, banker William R. Wilson is
listed as owner, according to the Champaign County Recorder’s books, but he
did not live in this house as he lived at
430 Scioto Street, so he may have rented
it out to the Thomas family. In 1917 Rasmus J. Rasmussen owned the charming
home for two years.
It was a different story for Evan M.
and Frances Rock and family as they
were resident owners for 51 years from
1919 until 1970. They operated the
home furnishings store that started at
the Mosgrove building at 108 Miami St.
called Mammoth Furnishings Co. and
moved to the first block of North Main
Street changing the name of the business to “The Rock Shop” (now known as
Guild Galleries).
The estate of Frances Rock sold her
home to James and Betty Stallsmith in

Church
From page 3

school room and had folding doors with
chalk boards on the back side for visual
illustrations in teaching, but would open
up to look out over the open fellowship
area below. (Much like our new mezzanine room does but without the wooden
folding doors.) The abandoned organ loft
was then used for another Sunday school
room, also with large folding wood doors
to close it off from the sanctuary. In
some years the church choir sang from
this balcony as our bell choir has in more
recent times.
Last of all, they decided to modernize
the outside of the brick church with a
new product called stucco in 1920.

Council contest. Ryan became a local
business owner of Brugh’s Auto & Tire
when he bought Sweeting Auto and Tire
Service recently. He also served seven

years in the U.S. Navy which goes along
with their family enjoying camping and
boating in their spare time.

1970. They very much enjoyed living in
this cozy craftsman bungalow. After Jim
Stallsmith’s wife died, he was married
to Mildred Mateer and they also lived
in this house. He owned it until it was
sold by their estate in 2000. More recent
owner residents have been the Chamberlains followed by Steve Lemaster who
opened it up to tour goers in 2010 with
his eclectic retro decorating style.
Ryan and Cortney Brugh’s family came
to Urbana to live a few years ago and
chose to put their love and appreciation into 208 West Church. They are
working on a master bathroom restoration and updating the water lines and
electrical systems. It is thought that
the family room addition and second
bath were probably added in the 50s or
60s. The fireplace, wood paneling, and
wood floors are original. The Brughs are
proud of the art work picture hanging
on the east wall of the living room of
the old North Main Street Champaign
County Court House (the one that was
badly damaged in a fire, torn down and
replaced with a once considered modern
building). They are also quite proud of
their daughter’s art work Portrait of a
Woman in the family room that won her
first place in a Champaign County Arts

Ryan and Cortney Brugh’s 1910 Craftsman Bungalow, 208 W. Church, Urbana

Educational wing added
For various celebrations, redecoration has been done, but the next major
structural change took place with the
addition of the educational L-shaped
wing in 1963. At this time basements
had became out of style and this building
provided new classrooms, a fellowship/
dining room, small kitchen, and multipurpose room all on the main level of the
church, along with a library, lady’s sitting
room (lounge), main level restrooms,
and a new more private pastors office
upstairs. It created the east stairway to
the basement and turned the long narrow coal bin in the basement into the Silver Club Room (Adult Fellowship) that
is now used as a History Depository and
Meditation Room.
A few years back the youth took over
the basement dining room and serving

area and made it their own space with
removal of the ceiling tile and carpet,
refinishing the wood floors, adding a
refreshment bar and redecorating the
restrooms. They also put large carpet
squares on the side walls for sound
acoustics.
It has always been the desire of the
Urbana First Baptist Church to serve
the community. It is hoped that this new
church approach will both draw strangers into our building and also allow
the congregation to look out and see
the needs of the community around us.
Come see what we are all about.
During this special weekend of the
Preservation Alliances Historic Home
and Garden Tour, the church will be
open both days free of charge. Purchased
tickets for the homes and gardens are
required and will be available for sale

Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.
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at the church along with the use of our
restroom facilities. We are providing a
special showing of Champaign Quilters
Guild handiwork - a sanctuary full of
beautiful quilts displayed on the pews
of the church. Among the quilts will be
some national award winners. Also on
public display will be a personal collection of over sixty angels and a Victorian
Tea Cup collection donated to the church
many years ago. The Faithfully Brewed
Cafe will also be offering, for a donation,
finger foods from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday and 1 to 3 p.m. on Sunday. The
church is open to all for touring 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. on
Sunday. Sunday School and Church Services are also always open to all without
charge.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.
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Millers, Mosgroves among home’s former residents
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

The home of Charles and Judith Bunnell was built in 1842 by Samuel Miller,
a pioneer merchant and very successful
business man. Unfortunately Samuel
died three years later, in May of 1845.
His only living child, Elizabeth had just
married wealthy John Adam Mosgrove
in March of that year, most likely in this
family home. John was the oldest son
of a neighbor, Dr. Adam Mosgrove. The
newly weds moved into this large home
to help care for Elizabeth’s widowed
mother, Elizabeth Dunlap Miller.
John and his Elizabeth had six children
with only three surviving their youth:
Mrs. Mary Francis Bacon of Indiana;
Dr. Samuel Miller Mosgrove (who built
the next house on the same block at the
corner of Miami and High); and Emma
Dunlap Mosgrove, who never married
and lived in this home her whole life.
She died in 1926 and left the home to
nephew, John Adams Mosgrove II, son
of brother Samuel who had died in 1913.
The nephew died before his own mother,
Anna Fisher Mosgrove. Thus Samuel’s
widow, Anna was the last Mosgrove
to live here, and having out lived her
husband Samuel and both unmarried
children, she gave it to Mercy Memorial
Hospital upon her death in 1952.
Being such a large home, multiple
generations of the Miller-Mosgrove family members have shared this substantial
home together. When only one or two
were left, they rented out part of their
home in trade for services to maintain
the home and yard.
In 1953 Gerald and Marcella Montague purchased the house and restored
the home to its former grandness. Their
son John also lived here from time to
time. For many years the Montagues
regularly opened nine rooms to the public for tours. They sold it in 1976 to Bill
and Kittie Troutwine with children Vicki,
Dana and son Bill growing up here. Mr.
Troutwine related to the Bunnells that
a large carriage house once sat on the
corner of this large lot and it was said
that an underground tunnel ran from that

Brenda Burns | Urbana Daily Citizen

1842 Federal home of Charles and Judith Bunnell, 323 Miami St., Urbana

structure to the lower level of the home.
From 1995 until 2008, David and
Marci Swihart owned and lived here.
Next Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Jones
enjoyed the residence. He was president
of Urbana University. In 2014, the Bunnells took ownership of this now 174
year old Miller/Mosgrove Federal home
sitting proudly on a high terraced bank,
three blocks from Monument Square,
with a beautiful private outside entertainment area. It makes the perfect
showcase home for their collection of
antique furnishings.
The four pillars supporting a small
front portico and a second story balcony
makes an impressive entrance. If you
enter the large front door, framed with
its original beveled glass panels, you will
enter into the big central hall with its
maple staircase that ascends to the sec-

ond story. The floors are hand hewn ash.
The Bunnells have worked very hard to
refurbish and furnish this magnificently
crafted home to period decor which they
enjoy.
Some features are not practical to take
back to original. Such is the case with
the original kitchen being in the basement when servants did all the work of
cooking and housekeeping as in many
old grand estates of that time the home
was built. It is thought that at the turn of
the century this home was updated with
electricity and other modern conveniences such as indoor plumbing, a modern
kitchen on the main floor and a central
heating system.
The home is of brick construction;
even the two primary interior walls
are brick. All walls are plastered. The
foundation is capped with marble blocks

from the Miami and Erie Canal. The
home was again remodeled in 1957 but
to a 1900’s style with extensive crown
molding, wood panels and trim. Waterford crystal chandeliers were installed.
Recently the entire interior has been
repainted which included the living
room, dining room and hall. The kitchen
cabinets were stripped and refinished
and a pantry cabinet was added. A
small room was converted to a “China
Cupboard” by installing a six foot wide,
floor to ceiling cabinet to house the family’s china services and tea sets. Custom
draperies by Judith Ann Interiors were
installed in the living room, master bedroom, and guest bedroom. This home is
a real piece of history to see.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.
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Planting for healthy food and friendships
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

In 2010 this was a grassy, vacant
lot. A wide variety of businesses have
stood here since the thick woods of
1805. Now thanks to the vision of
Heather Tiefenthaler, Charlene Stapleton and many local organizations too
numerous to mention, this space has
become a real benefit to the community.
The raised garden beds about 4 feet
by 16 feet are not only a value to those
who rent them to grow their own
healthy food, but they also provide
benefits such as social interaction,
self-reliance, exercise, therapy, education, and neighborhood beautification.
Two years ago they added a spiral
herb garden in the center for harvesting by renters. After all, herbs grow

even more vigorously the more they
are used. A picnic table nearby offers
a resting place and site to gather for
conversation. Water is provided by the
city and garden tools and seeds are
available for all signed up for a plot.
This project is yet another way to
preserve our pioneering heritage and
get to know people who share your
love of gardening.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.
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Market Street Community Garden, 222 East Market St., Urbana

Remembering Katie Hoover
By Shrry Virts
CCPA Historian

Katie Hoover
tending her plants

Katie and Rufus Hoover of Sunshine Gardens, Mechanicsburg, set up
their large tent, carried in their potted plants and set out Katie’s homemade baked goods for more than 20
tours. True to their faith, they were
only there on Saturdays because they
do not work on Sundays. When you
talked with Katie, one would detect
a slight accent. She was from Pennsylvania Dutch country and moved to
Champaign County over 40 years ago,
making this her home and raising her
family here.
We will certainly miss Katie
Hoover’s smiling face, yummy baked
goods, beautiful flowers, and practical
garden advice. Katie died of pancreatic cancer on Thursday, March 31,
2016 went to be with her Lord leaving us all to mourn her absence.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation
Alliance.

Submitted photo
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Carter House is home to 2 shops, 2 homes
CCPA Historian

The Carter House located near Monument Square now houses two retail
units and two rental units. Number 206
Scioto is “Scioto House Antiques” operated by Rich Colvin. Colvin’s shop also
features decorative planters for inside
the home and outdoors from Turner
Landscapes. The business rental at 208
recently become available for rent, since
the design business Olde Scioto Street
Designs, using the space since last year’s
tour, needed to expand and be on one
level. It is good to find out that the design
business is staying in Urbana and re-purposing Steve Mabry’s Auction House on
North Main Street for their needs. The 2
upper apartments of the Carter House are
both tastefully furnished and available for
short term leases of a 30 day minimum.
Short but longer term rentals have been
a much needed accommodation in the
area for those who come to the area with
short term job assignments in the vicinity. Colvin also keeps busy with the operation of the Scioto Inn across the street for
shorter stays.
So, what is the history of The Carter
House? Before automobiles, homes were
built close to businesses, stores, and
churches. This building was constructed
for a private home for a large family
whose head was a respected doctor of
medicine. Dr. Joseph S. Carter Sr. pur-

chased lot 157 in uptown Urbana in 1826.
He came to Urbana while serving in the
War of 1812. He fell in love with the city
and after the war he returned here from
his home in Bourbon County, Kentucky
and built this home for his wife and family. They had eight children. He was a
noted physician across the state and a
highly esteemed citizen. Many tried to
lure him away from Urbana with higher
paying salaries but making more money
was not of importance to him. He preferred that his family be raised in Urbana.
Many young men came here to study
medicine under his guidance and went
out and made a name for themselves in
the field of medicine. One of his sons,
born in 1825 in Urbana was named
Joseph S. Carter, Jr. and was also a
physician taught by his father. His son
furthered his studies at the Ohio Medical
College in 1850, but only getting to work
with his father for two years because of
his father’s death in 1852. The doctors
worked from their home, having an office
on the first floor and his son continued
the practice here for a time.
In 1866 the Carter family sold the
home that had served them for 40 years
and were followed by the family of Jacob
Aulabaugh, who resided here 56 years
until 1896. Next Sarah E. Ayers, widow
of Dr. John H. Ayers, bought the property
and rented out apartments. She called
the building Ayers Apartments. Milton

c
i
r
o
t
s
i
H

B. and Hazel Louisa Wetzell with their
son Robert were the next owner residents
continuing the rent of apartments from
1934 to 1942. Six other owners have managed this historical old brick structure
since then. You may recognize some of
the names: Donald O. Printz, R.R. Moses,
Hilton a Griswold, Andrew L. Padolk,
James Burnside, and Thomas J. O’Neil.
Now Rich Colvin has done an outstanding job of restoration, combining beautiful

HOME

and Garden Tour

Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.
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The Carter House, a Modified Greek Revival circa 1826, Rich Colvin proprietor, at 206-208 Scioto Street,
Urbana

BenefaCtor of

The Champaign County Preservation Alliance

detailed work coupled with usefulness in
purpose and design. This conveniently
located, attractive building is once again
providing up to date working and living
spaces for those who enjoy the utility and
charm of city living in one of Urbana’s
oldest buildings. Be sure to see the creatively designed outdoor courtyard made
for both entertaining and just relaxing.

The

Peoples

Savings Bank

URBANA OHIO

Preserving ChamPaign County
Since 1892

10 Monument Square and 618 Scioto St.
www.thepeoplessavingsbank.com • 937-653-1600

40756231

By Sherry Virts
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Early settler owned several Scioto St. lots
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Abraham Rutan Colwell was born in
1788 in New Jersey. He first married
Electra Johnson in 1815 in that same
state and then they came to Champaign
County. James was born 1817, Eliza in
1818, William H. in 1819, Caroline in
1822, and Edgar in 1823. All died before
“Abram,” including his wife, except for
son William. They were originally buried in the old Ward and Kenton Street
Cemetery. In 1827 Abram married Kerrilla Berry and they had several more
children: a son C.B. in 1828, Elizabeth
1829, Mary L. 1833, Guston H. 1836,
Benjamin T. 1839, and John R. 1845. It
is thought that three of these children
outlived their father: C.B., Mary L., and
John R. Colwell.
Abram Colwell owned many lots along
Scioto St. and is connected to an address
of 51 Scioto which may or may not be
this home. The house numbering system has changed on Scioto Street down
through the years. It is thought that
Abram built this house for his family in
the year 1838 (a Realtor has suggested
this date for this structure). Not many
housing records existed that far back.
The 1850 census lists AR Colwell, wife
Kerrilla, 6 children, plus Elisha C. Berry
(her father) and servant Mary Woodley.
This home makes sense for a wealthy
family of this size.

Brenda Burns | Urbana Daily Citizen

Ca 1838 residence of Patrick and Tammy Elliott, 419 Scioto, Urbana

Since part of lot 2 of the Berry Heir’s
Addition was sold to James A. Nelson in
1858 by the Colwell estate, it is thought
that this property included this home.
An 1859 city directory lists James and
his wife Mary, living here with son James

A. Nelson Jr. A sketch of the “Nelson”
home is in the 1874 Atlas of Champaign
County showing a large fancy windowed
cupola on the top of the two story home,
along with four large chimneys, and
beautiful outside architectural features

all about. This was an impressive home
that James was quite proud of owning.
James Nelson was a druggist by trade,
learning from his Uncle Jacob Kauffman with whom he came to Champaign

Committed To Making Your
Real Estate Experience

Easy & Memorable!
Dusty Hurst, Realtor
Real Living Darby Creek

(937) 869-0970

32 S. Main Street, Mechanicsburg
dusty.hurst@realliving.com
realliving.com/dusty.hurst

Proud Sponsor Of The Elliott
Home On The 2016 CCPA
Home & Garden Tour!
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Learn about ‘Johnny Appleseed’ at UU museum
By Sherry Virts

John
Chapman
Educational
Center and
Museum
at Urbana
University,
579 College
Way

CCPA Historian

The John Chapman Society supports the Johnny Appleseed Educational Center and Museum at Urbana University. The society promotes the ideals by which John Chapman lived and memorialize the
many roles he played in the development of the Northwest Territory.
The center holds the largest collection of memorabilia and written
information known to exist about the life of John. The collection has
been used by scholars for research and serves as a clearinghouse for
information.
John “Appleseed” Chapman was a New Englander who came
west in the 1790s seeking new opportunities. Chapman was known
among settlers as a man of very simple means who spread his faith
in God as he traveled from settlement to settlement planting apple
seeds. In Pennsylvania he was introduced to Emanuel Swedenborg’s
writings on the Bible. It was from this simple life of dedication to
God’s teaching that made “Johnny Appleseed” who he was.
For more information, call 937-772-9297. The museum is usually
open 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday through Friday; and 11 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Saturday.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance
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Low-cost prefab homes met housing need after WWII
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Restored Lustron home at 883 Scioto St.

Brenda Burns | Urbana Daily Citizen

A “Lustron house” manufactured in
Columbus in 1949 and reassembled on
the “west side of Amesburg Street, Urbana, Ohio (now called Ames Avenue),”
is a novel home in the USA. Erected for
Melvin F. Miller as a rental property, it is
a unique prefabricated all enamel-coated
steel house developed post World War
II as an answer to the country’s housing
shortage. The bungalows, with a few
variations, were created by entrepreneur
Carl Strandlund in a plant that was the
former Curtiss-Wright warplane manufacturing plant in Columbus, Ohio. Some
sources report this factory constructed
2,498 Lustron homes between 1948
and 1950. Some houses sold for as little
as $9,500, about 25 percent less than
comparable conventional housing at the
time. Advertised as an engineering marvel, a steel framing system was devised
consisting of vertical steel studs and
roof-ceiling trusses to which all interior

and exterior panels were attached. A
Lustron house claimed to be fireproof,
impervious to decay, rust, or damage
from vermin, rats or termites. Sunlight,
salt water, or chemical fumes could not
stain or fade the finish it was claimed.
The roof never had to be replaced, or the
exterior painted, nor the interior painted
or papered, according to the ads.
James Lokai’s two-bedroom,
1,021-square-foot “Westchester Deluxe”
model is in Maize Yellow. Each style was
available as either a two- or three-bedroom model. The decorative “zig-zag”
accent post was a unique feature of all
Lustron homes. The Ohio Historic Preservation Office says that four exterior
colors were available: “Surf Blue,” “Dove
Gray,” “Maize Yellow,” and “Desert Tan.”
Window surrounds were primarily ivorycolored, although early models used yellow trim on “Surf Blue” models.
City directories indicate that there
have been many different families rentSee LOW-COST | 10
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ing this home over the years as a starter
home. Even though the house has an
identification plate on it saying it was
manufactured in 1949, the earliest family
found to live here so far was the Wallace
M. and Mary K. Houte family and their
two young daughters. Mr. Houte moved
to Urbana about 1953 to manage Houte’s
Hardware Store at 14 Monument Square.
They lived here until 1959 when they
built a larger home around the corner on
Amherst Drive. Their daughter Katherine still lives in that home her parents
built in the neighborhood. She remembers her mother telling her that the Lustron home was hot in the summer and
cold in the winter as its new type of heat
system didn’t work as well as hoped and
has since had a much better heating and
cooling system installed.
Another young family discovered renting this Lustron home was Gary and
Lorraine Botkin. The couple had one
daughter, Kim, before they first came
to Gary’s hometown of Urbana to live.
Lorraine gave birth to their son Wayne
in Mercy Memorial Hospital’s maternity
ward, conveniently located across the
street at the time. Soon after in 1968, the
Botkin family moved to their own newly
constructed East Lawn Avenue home.
Lorraine has pleasant memories of living

there and hanging up her laundry in the
utility room to dry or on the clothes line
out back since she didn’t have an automatic clothes dryer back then.
While the interiors of these homes
were designed with an eye toward the
modern age, space-saving, and ease of
cleaning, all Lustrons had metal-paneled
interior walls that were most often neutral gray in color. To maximize space,
all interior rooms and closets featured
pocket doors. All models featured metal
cabinetry, a service and storage area, and
metal ceiling tiles. In the Westchester
Deluxe models, the living room and master bedrooms featured built-in wall units.
This home does not have the added
option of the unique Thor-brand combination clothes and dish-washer, which
incorporated the kitchen sink. It is just
as well because it was found not to work
as intended. The Miller estate sold this
novel house in 1989 to Sandra S. Lewis,
who in turn sold it in 2015 to Busy Acres
Properties LLC, James R. Lokai.
Mr. Lokai is very passionate about restoration of all kinds of things from automobiles to houses and will have some
of his other restored objects on display
the days of the tour. He has had quite a
challenge in bringing this Lustron home
back to life. Not all renters respected the
unique features of this home when they
painted the ceramic coated steel walls
and put nail holes through the ceramic
coated surface exposing the metal and
creating corrosion. Cabinet doors and

pocket doors were abused and removed
over the years, leaving a lot of work for
Jim in his quest to restore this piece of
history to its original “modern” sleek
appearance. The Ohio History Connection has been a very valuable source of
information in tracking down missing
parts of the prepackaged home from
salvage sites. Mr. Lokai has even gone
so far as to obtain a matching garage to
add to this unique retro home. His quest
in restoring inspired him to be seen on
U-tube showing how to strip paint off
ceramic walls of a Lustron house.
Jim Lokai is one of 10 children who
grew up in a close-knit family in Champaign County. His sister Nancy says
their father instilled in each of them a
strong work ethic and their mother a
desire and respect for education and
knowledge. Jim has put those characteristics to good use in saving this
piece of our country’s housing story. As
preservationists, we are delighted to see
Mr. Lokai’s restoring in such fine detail
Urbana’s Lustron piece of history and
adding a mostly original Lustron garage
to the package.
Of the approximately 1,500 Lustron
homes still in existence in 36 states,
many have been modified with additions, remodeled kitchens, vinyl windows, composite roofs, new heating systems, sheet rock interior walls, painted
exteriors, and siding. The CCPA is
grateful that some have been dismantled, relocated and reassembled and is
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happy to report that a small group of
Lustron owners is preserving the original condition of their homes and are
urging others to do the same. In cold
regions, the ceiling’s radiant heat systems were often replaced because of not
delivering enough heat where needed.
A restored Westchester Deluxe from
Arlington, Virginia was reassembled
inside the Ohio History Connection in
Columbus Ohio in 2013. It had been
partially assembled (no bedrooms) for a
few months in the Museum of Modern
Art (MOMA) in Manhattan before coming back home to its birthplace. That
house is on display until Dec. 2018 in
Columbus but Champaign County has
its very own on Scioto Street, hopefully
for another 65 years with the right caretaker.
The promise of a home that never
needs painting or maintenance has been
somewhat validated after over 65 years
of service. The enamel steel roof “shingles” are still keeping many Lustron
residents in the dry after six decades
of no maintenance. The homes feature
exterior wall panels that have never
needed painting and are still intact.
(Historically, enameled metal objects
have been known to survive over 100
years.) I wonder how long this home
will survive in Urbana, Ohio, thanks to
Jim Lokai’s restoration project.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

HOURS:
Monday-Friday
9-6
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9-3
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Solar home produces more energy than it uses
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

This 66-year-old home is one of the
first solar powered homes in the US to
meet the requirements for the Thousand
Home Challenge Project and the first
in Ohio. It met the energy threshold
allowance a year after changes were completed. As an experiment Dr. Ward Lutz
added outdoor photovoltaic solar panels
(PV), a ductless heat pump and hot water
heat pump. Since then his system has
become a net energy exporter, averaging 4.2 surplus kwh/day since November
2010. Additional information is posted
on www.thousandhomechallenge.com
This 576 square feet basic frame constructed home also has a new roof, and
added insulation. Lutz was concerned
about the use of fossil fuels and wanted
to see if he could utilize alternative
sources of energy to reduce his personal
use of them. It has been a challenge but
with sheer determination and many lifestyle adaptions, he met his initial goal of
producing more energy from his system
than he uses. It hasn’t been without a few
problems along the way, such as excessive inside moisture and the need for
radon abatement, but the experiment is
ongoing.
Ward H. Lutz, born in the old Champaign County Hospital, to Othello and
Adelaide Lutz, grew up in the Westville
area. He attended Westville School until
they merged with other small country

Early
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County in 1836 to open
only the second drug store
in Urbana on the Northeast corner of the Public
Square. (That was when
the county court house sat
where the Man On The
Monument now stands.)
He married Mary B. Sisson from Columbus, Ohio,
in 1857 and the newlyweds soon moved into

schools in the west side of the county to
form what is now called Graham Local
Schools. As many others in our county he
attended The Ohio State University. He
graduated with degrees in the college of
Agriculture, Veterinary Science, and later
added a Chemistry degree. He spent two
years in the U.S. Army in the Veterinary
Corps. Besides doing some work in Ohio,
he worked early on in his career in Lubbock, Texas, and later in Rochester, Minnesota. He even spent a year in Australia.
He has never married, never had siblings
or children, but he has a lot of family that
apparently drew him back to his roots
in Champaign County for his retirement
years. Having been a research scientist
for so many years, it is in his blood to
investigate and experiment how we live
and how we can live more efficiently.
Coming back to Urbana in 2008,
he planned out this modest home for
his bachelor’s lifestyle. Lutz said, “My
actions are in response to my vision of
a future of fossil fuel depletion and an
increasing accumulation of the consequences of their use. It is my hope that
my actions and what I have learned from
them will inform and motivate others to
engage in a deep energy reduction project.” He attempts to be a good steward
of all things; he also drives a hybrid automobile when he isn’t riding his bicycle.
In 1950 this home seemed to have been
built as a rental property, as most land
owners on record do not match the residents of record. Booker T. Taylor is listed

the large home no longer
needed by the Colwell
family. When his uncle
left the drugstore business
in 1874, James became
partners with a surviving
son of Abram’s, William H.
Colwell, until James’ own
death in 1879. His wife
Mary and one son James
A. Nelson Jr. continued
living in this well built
house until selling it to
W.B. Marvin in 1909.
W. B. Marvin moved
here with his widowed
sister, Mrs. James Brooks

Johnson I, known as
Anna M. Johnson, along
with her three children,
Loretta, Elizabeth and
William Marvin Johnson.
Loretta married Donald
Colwell and Elizabeth
married Paul F. Dye. William and his wife Harriet
were the next generation
of Johnsons living here
with their sons James B.,
Truman G., and daughter
Cynthia. Cynthia Johnson
Chester and Truman sold
their part of the home
to their brother James

Ward
Lutz’s
solar
bungalow,
527 E.
Water St.,
Urbana

Brenda Burns | Urbana Daily Citizen

as the property owner when he acquired
the lot in 1951 from Marie and George
McCrery. No doubt there may have been
a log cabin or other shelter on this land
at one time, being so close to the early
settlement of Urbana and being near
a good water source. Unfortunately in
those early times, this area was prone to
flooding and wasn’t a safe place to build
permanently. Eventually most of Water
Street’s water problems were solved by
an underground drainage system.
The earliest known residents found in
incomplete records, existing of that time
period at this address, show Rodney and
Jeanette Wiggins listed in a 1955 city
directory. Oddly enough Wiggins was
a bricklayer renting this wood framed
Brooks Johnson II. This
lovely home stayed in the
Johnson family until 2013
when Patrick M. and
Tammy Elliott bought the
circa 1838 Scioto Street
home from the estate of
Mrs. James Brooks Johnson II (Eleanor nee Fuller) from daughters Anne,
Julia and Sara. Daughter
Julie has said that her
great grandmother kept a
diary on the modernization of this old mansion
as to when it got electricity, phone service, and

house. Among other renters
found in directories were Earnest and
Bettie Taylor, John and Donna Weaver,
Clarence and Creda Thomas, and Max
and Mary Howell. Mrs. Fannie V. Tabern
and son Fred lived here the longest from
1966 to 1987 followed by owner/resident
Marin Lee Taylor from 1988 to 2008.
Mark Pence bought the house and generally rehabbed it before selling it to Lutz
for his experimental home. It was an all
electric home with central air conditioning and an electric water heater when he
purchased it using 5773 kWhs of electricity. In 2015 he produced an excess
of 1367 kWhs to return to the electrical
grid.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

central heating, all those
things we take for granted
now days in the most
basic of homes but wasn’t
even available when this
grand home was built.
The Elliotts, the new
owners, have updated the
kitchen and baths, painted and wallpapered, and
refinished the floors.
A story that has been
handed down is that the
original builder first lived
in the small green cottage that sits close to the
street and adjacent to the

west side of the driveway of this large home
at 419 Scioto. Hopefully
someone can confirm that
rumor. It is not known at
this time who added the
luxury of a covered side
entrance with the summer
room over top because
it was not original to the
178 year-old home but it
certainly adds a nice feature to the residence.
Submitted by Champaign County
Preservation Alliance
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Family histories, local newspapers preserve memories
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Researching the story of homes built in
the 1800s is challenging and relies much
on family histories that are not always
put in written form or available to the
normal researcher who isn’t a relative,
and not all relatives value family history.
Four thank-yous are due to (1) the early
settler Anthony Patrick’s family historian, Judge William Patrick, (2) the local
historian Warren Everhart, who recorded
Champaign County stories he had heard
from people in the 1900s and printed for
the public to read in the Urbana Daily
Citizen, (3) Kirby’s Family History kept
by and found in the Presbyterian Church
Library, and (4) Ned Kirby’s recently
publication of some of his life’s remembrances that he wanted to share with
his family and made available to others.
Without these sources the story of this
home would not be known.
It seems that Anthony Patrick’s son,
George Washington Patrick was married
to a Rev. Cowan’s daughter, Virginia.
Back in Urbana’s early days, Cowan
owned a farm at the “outskirts” of Urbana that encompassed the land occupied
in 2016 by Oak Dale Cemetery and the
land up to Scioto Street. On this land,
near the corner of Scioto and Patrick
Avenue, in the vicinity of 591 Scioto,
George W. Patrick, a skilled cabinet
maker, built a framed house. It is not yet
known what year he built it since not all
of the Patrick family history has been
published. Thankfully Warren Everhart,
a local historian, wrote in 1957 in our
newspaper that he had read some of the
Patrick’s unpublished history and mentions that George Patrick built and lived
in the house in which Ned Kirby was
living at the time (1957). That newly
discovered tidbit of information tells us
at least who built the wood framed house
that now sits across Scioto Street, on the
north side, at 590. Since both George
and his wife Virginia died in 1856 of T.B.
(known back then as consumption), the
main body of the house must be older
than 1873 as previously estimated. A
new estimate for the main body of the
home is circa 1845.
The Patrick family was a close-knit
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Modified Greek Revival Home, pre-1850, owned by the Perry Sisters: Barbara Perry, Carolyn P. Newell, and
Dorothy P. Lee

family. George and his brother Jacob
Harris Patrick then owned a hardware
store together. Now to connect the Patricks and the Kirbys: In 1860 John S.
Kirby senior married Mary Ellen Patrick,
a granddaughter to Anthony Patrick,
daughter of Jacob Harris Patrick and
niece of George Patrick. J. Harris Patrick
liked to invest in land and owned many
land parcels in the county. Mary Ellen
inherited some of his property and she
and her husband John Kirby also invested in land. By 1879, John and Mary
Ellen owned property on both sides of
Scioto with a wood framed home on the
land on the south side at 591 Scioto.
That house had been built and lived in
by her uncle, George W. Patrick and his
wife and two daughters. (Remember
both aunt and uncle died in 1856 before
the Kirbys were wed, leaving behind two
young daughters to be cared for by others.)
While the Kirbys lived on North Main
Street in 1879, they began plans to
build a new three-story brick mansion
on the south side of their Scioto Street
property. In order to give spaciousness
to their new home and give it an impressive yard, they moved the existing older
but sturdy wood framed house on the

south across the street to the north side.
Perhaps Mary Ellen had fond memories of her deceased uncle and aunt’s
home. The Kirbys first used this house
as a rental property at 590 Scioto. Several families rented this house and had
boarders during the years between 1879
and 1817, perhaps as a boarding house
arrangement. Some of the family names
were John E. Butcher with his widowed
mother Mary, and Eva Kenaga boarding
here in 1892. By 1906 the Kinna family,
Joshua, Alice, Willis, Bertha, and Gertrude, lived here. The 1915 City Directory names residents as George H. Powell
with wife Eva and son Melvin.
Mansion replaced by ranch-style
home
In 1882, Kirbys moved into their new
mansion where this house once had
been. Yet despite the 1882 mansion
being built with all the latest and greatest accommodations, sadly its fate was
to be torn down in the 1950s to make
way for a nice sprawling modern ranchstyle home, while the older stately wood
framed home built by George W. Patrick
that once sat on that spot on the south
lives on in grand style at 590 Scioto
Street.
In 1918 this relocated home under-

went a major update when longtime
bachelor Robert Kirby, age 46, and his
bride, Ella Belle Mackenzie, moved into
the home still owned by his family. His
crippled, unmarried, youngest sister,
Clifford Kirby, also made this large house
her home. Robert was last to die in 1944,
and in 1945, nephew Edwin D. Kirby
moved in with his wife Leah (Scheider)
and only child, 7 year old Edwin S.,
known as “Ned Jr.” Leah died in 1959,
Ned Sr. remarried in 1960 to Corrine
Rawlings. Ned Sr. died himself in 1963
but this house was a home for his widow
and later her sibling, Margaret Rawlings
Hyatt until the Perrys bought the home
in 2004 from surviving son Ned Kirby.
In 2007 this home was on the tour as
under restoration. To help care for her
aging mother, Barbara Perry returned
home from Florida living. She began the
restoration of the home to the needs and
tastes of herself and her mother, Evelyn
Perry. Her mother enjoyed living out
her life in this lovely home. Barbara has
enjoyed the flexibility that this charming
place has provided in living arrangements for their special needs.
Two of the four original fireplaces used
to heat the original home are still visible,
along with a few original cupboards here
and there. Maybe these cupboards were
made by George Patrick who was known
as a skilled cabinet maker. Barbara discovered that yet another salvaged structure was added to the back of the home
at some point in time, providing even
more indoor living space with character.
She has a detailed account of her transitions to the home available for viewing.
Through the years decorating trends
come and go and come back again.
For years beautiful hardwood floors
were covered up with carpeting, and
now many have discovered the beauty
beneath their carpet and have re-expose
the wood. Walls have been plastered and
wallpapered, dry-walled, painted and
paneled. Everyone has their own likes.
Barb stripped off the wallpaper in one
room and found where the paperhanger
had written Conley Wilson, Aug. 29,
1918. She also found a way to solve a
sloping floor by using a floating slate
See FAMILY | 14
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Returning to the old homestead
By Sherry Virts
CCPA Historian

Ruth Elizabeth Mapp Runyan wrote an
account for the 2016 Champaign County
Preservation Alliance Historic Home
and Garden Tour committee that was
obviously from the heart. Her memories
of life with the home just outside of
Urbana, Ohio, on state Route 54, dates
back to 1941, the year her parents Ralph
and Dorothy Mapp bought this small
95-acre farm. They moved here with
their only child, Ruth, to continue raising crops and registered Holstein dairy
cattle, but on their own farm, following
in his own father’s footsteps. Ralph was
also a DHIA milk tester for many years.
Her mother Dorothy taught school 40
some years in the two schools closest to
her home and retired from Urbana Local
School in 1975.
Ruth followed in her mother’s footsteps in that she became an educator
when she graduated from The Ohio State
University in 1957. She married, while in
college, a high school classmate, Merryl
(Bud) Runyan, who also graduated from
OSU in education as a Vo-Ag teacher.
Bud and Ruth didn’t even leave Urbana
township to raise their own family. Now
Ruth has come back to her home to live
again after raising her own family nearby
in a Runyan family farmhouse. Once
again after first moving here 75 years
ago she calls this home. The following is
how Ruth describes her home at 1645 St.
Rt. 54:
“I feel sure that our farmhouse did
not have an architect design it. It just
evolved from the needs of the different
owners in several stages.
“To begin, the building of our farmhouse, the middle two rooms with a
loft-type second story was built of bricks
made in the field south of the house
with logs for floor joists. The men are
still plowing up pieces of clay bricks that
were evidently discarded during this process. This section had a large fireplace
in the south end for heating and cooking. It still had the iron pot hanger in it
when the farm was purchased, although
the fireplace was boarded up. It is now
covered and surrounded by the laundry/

utility room.
“The 2-story addition with a brick
foundation at the back of the house was
next becoming a kitchen and dining
room with 2 bedrooms on the second
floor. At this time there was a stairway on the outside of the house to get
upstairs. In other words, you had to run
out the back door and around the house
to the front of the house to go to bed!
Plus the outhouse was outback in the
vicinity of our yellow storage building
behind the meat shop.
“The third was the 2-story addition
with a brick foundation on the front of
the house covering the outside stairs to
what now became a total of 6 bedrooms
upstairs and added 1 more room downstairs. Now there are only 3 bedrooms,
closets, a storage room, TV and sitting
room and a bathroom upstairs.
“The fourth addition was an enclosed
back porch, followed by the fifth addition
of a double car garage and remodeling
the kitchen.
“Bud and I moved into my childhood
home in 1996. We did the last remodeling in 1997 consisting of replacing the
oil furnace with a propane furnace, new
roof and spouting and extended the roof
over the front porch, replacement windows and vinyl siding.
“When the farm was purchased in
1941, the house definitely needed a lot
of work. The kitchen had no built-in cupboards or counters, a sink on legs with a
cistern pitcher pump and crude faucets
with hot and cold water. There was no
electricity upstairs and very little downstairs. We added an electric cook stove
and a potbelly stove for heat. The dining room was our “family room” in the
winter with the rest of the house used
very little except in summer when we
spread out. This room was heated with
a huge coal stove, a great place to sit
behind to read or play cards on the floor.
Of course, the upstairs had no heat and
we had feather mattresses on the beds
for warmth. The outhouse ceased “out
back.” It had lasted until about 1947.
“In 1947, the house was totally remodeled with built-in kitchen cupboards and
sink, hardwood floor, fireplace, built-in
bookcase/cupboard in the living room.
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The Runyan Family Oak View Farms: Merryl (Bud) and Ruth (Mapp) Runyan at 1645 state Route 54, Urbana

Long, narrow windows were replaced
with larger ones, a front porch and
new front door was added in place of a
window and a window was put in place
of the old front door which had 2steps
leading up to it. An oil furnace, a new
stairway and bathroom were added. The
kitchen was remodeled again in 1965,
while the wall between the kitchen and
dining room was removed in 2014.
“Our farmhouse has no outstanding
architectural features. It is a very simple
house with plain boards for woodwork,
low ceilings, narrow and rather steep
stairway and just our familiar and comfortable farm home for the two of us.”
What Ruth did not know was that the
farm her parents bought had a strong
connection to the Miller-Mosgrove
home, also on this year’s tour at 323
Miami Street. Records show that the
man who built the Miami Street house,
Samuel Miller, bought this farm as an
investment in 1834. It remained in the
Miller-Mosgrove family until 1941 as a
tenant farm the family rented out which
supplied a very modest tenant house providing living quarters for those tending

the farm. Ruth’s parents as resident owners greatly enhanced the house making it
the modern, charming home it is today.
It would be nice to compile a list of
tenant farmers or others who lived here
in the core part of this house prior to
1941 when the Mapps began making it
their home. Unfortunately county directories and addresses did not include
house numbers before 1941, just rural
route numbers, and only the mail carriers knew who lived in which house on a
road, other than maybe the neighbors if
they were friendly.
Now the Bud Runyan family has long
been involved in the swine business,
originally on the Runyan farm now
owned and lived on by their son Mark
Runyan, his wife Linda, and their children. That farm is nearby on the corner
of Three Mile and Sloan Road. The
two families decided to expand their
livestock raising with the retail sale of
natural meat directly to the consumer.
Runyans have been raising and selling
breeding stock to producers across the
See RETURNING | 14
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Gardening with variety, nostalgia, peace
By Pat Wilbur

Gardener of tour site

I don’t claim to be a true gardener.
I have no set plan or method. I simply
love the color, beauty, joy, and peace that
plants and flowers bring.
Thirty-two years ago, Allen and I had
bought our first home and were excited
to begin bringing color, shape, dimension, and texture to our yard. To plant
annuals each year and tend to their daily
watering and care was more than I was
able, or willing, to do, especially with
young children and a full-time job. There
were many sunny places in our yard and,
thanks to a dear friend, I soon learned
that most perennial plants loved the sun
and many could survive in mediocre soil.
With a few day trips to several interesting nurseries, I began to experiment
with some different types of perennials.
Some thrived; some died. But the thrill
of seeing many survive the harsh winter
weather and peek their tips out of the
soil in the spring was infectious! I loved
watching the veteran plants grow and
mature year after year and the color and
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U.S. and many foreign countries since
1943. They now offer for sale individual
cuts of pork, beef, and whole free range
chicken. These are frozen immediately
after processing and sold directly to the
customer. Oak View Farm Fresh Meat
market is part of the Locally Grown
Network of food producers and part of
Champaign County Ohio Virtual Farmers’ Market. They are also open limited
retail store hours for customers.
Oak View Farm Fresh Meats sells
pork fed GMO-free corn without the
use of antibiotics or hormones. Beef
and chicken is also sold that is produced by neighbors. Oak View pork
is unique to the US market since the
breeding stock was all imported from
Sweden where it was selected in an
antibiotic free system for generations.

cheeriness they brought to our home.
In the summer of 1996, we sold our
home and moved to our current location
at 134 West Church Street. The new
house and yard were a good match for
our growing family. I hated leaving the
perennials that I had mothered for 12
years, but I knew most of them would
not survive in the shady yard of the new
home. A few starts from a couple of hostas were taken with us and a daylily or
two. To my delight, the following spring
after our move, a beautiful peony patch
emerged and an abundance of beautiful
pinks inspired me to bring color into the
yard again. I found a small, but sunny,
area at the end of our driveway and
started digging and planting. I recruited
my young, strong, then-teenage son,
Alex, to help dig, shape, and curve the
edges to the natural flow of the yard. A
few years later, my youngest son, Jack,
and I journeyed to the local dump and
rescued some bricks discarded from
South Elementary’s chimney and other
local destructions. Jack and I hauled several carloads of these treasures and used

them to line the garden. A few years ago,
my husband, Allen, transferred many of
the bricks to form the edges of a pebble
patio he created to remedy a dry, shady,
grassless area of the yard.
The gardening style I tend to follow
is that of the cottage perennial garden.
Most of the perennials growing are the
common ones: coneflower, yarrow, Russian sage, hostas, and daylilies. A few
of my plants hold special meaning to
me. The two knockout rosebushes were
given to me when I retired and when my
mother passed away. My favorite plant is
the perennial begonia (bergenia) which
I lovingly transplanted from my grandparents’/parents’ home after the property
was sold nearly two years ago. It is a late
summer bloomer, so I am keeping my
fingers crossed that it will appear again
this year! Also displayed in the garden
are my son’s army boots from his basic
training, a Ralph Printz glass ornament
given as a mothers’ day gift, a vintage
chandelier taken from our house, and an
old wheelbarrow from Allen’s father.
Allen and I are retired teachers and

Meat eating quality traits have been
selected for over 30 years to help
ensure customer satisfaction.
No stranger to the food industry,
Ruth taught high school Home Economics for a number of years and she
worked with the Rothschild Farm developing Raspberry preserve products for
many years. Mr. Runyan taught Vocational Agriculture in the public schools
and worked extensively with Future
Farmers of America during those years.
Bud and Ruth have two grown married children. Son, Mark and wife to
Linda Obermyer are partners in Oak
View Businesses including Genetics,
Equipment, and Meats. Mark is also
the farmer in “Hippie and the Farmer,”
event planners with all things concerning local food. They will also have food
available during this year’s tour. Linda
is the Librarian at South and East
Elementary in the Urbana City School
District. Mark and Linda’s children are
Myer, a recent graduate of The Ohio

State University with a BS in Agronomy, who is working his way into being a
part of Oak View and Emmy, a junior at
University of Cincinnati in Dietetics.
Daughter Melissa and husband
Bob Vervinck live in Rochester Hills,
Michigan. Melissa is Director of ESL
(English Second Language) at Oakland University, Rochester, MI. Bob
works at Home Depot in Rochester
after retiring from the U.S. Postal
Service. Melissa and Bob’s children
are Gretchen Imel, a senior at Central Michigan University majoring in
Physical Therapy, Grace Imel, a recent
high school graduate, enrolled at the
University of Findlay, Ohio and will be
majoring in Pre-vet. Collin Vervinck,
a senior at Saginaw Valley University, Michigan, majoring in Business
and Matthew Vervinck, a recent high
school graduate, enrolled at Lincoln
Tech, Indianapolis, IN.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

have three adult children: Alex (Anna),
Polly (Patrick), and Jackson. We are
blessed with three wonderful granddaughters.
Pat and Allen Wilbur have lived and gardened at
134 W. Church St. since 1996.
CCPA Historian Sherry Virts: “Having enjoyed reading
Pat Wilbur’s story, it was thought that others would
also enjoy her account just as she wrote it. I wish to
add a bit of history about the home that this garden
complements. The home will not be open for touring.
The story of this lovely home at 134 West Church has
been traced back as far as owner Orville Noble, a former
Massachusetts teacher who came to Urbana in 1856
with his wife Caroline. He engaged very successfully
in the garden seed business for 13 years. He and his
wife enjoyed town living and were active Presbyterians
and involved in community affairs. Mr. Noble became
interested in agricultural enterprises and again
prospered in those businesses. He owned a good farm
in Salem Township but they stayed city dwellers. Their
only child, Mary A. Noble, married William M. Rock and
they lived in this home by 1918. Other residents have
included Leslie F. and Zella Davis, Harry E. and Ethel Ida
Wagner and David and Teresa Brooks. As mentioned in
the account of the Wilbur family, they began living here
in 1996.”

Family
From page 12

looking floor covering. In the butler’s
pantry, the crown molding wrapped
around the cabinet and then onto the
door frame, so they continued the look
into the renovated kitchen to trick the
eye into not noticing the charming character of the crooked wall.
At the upper landing two windows
were removed and replaced with one
large window to bring more light into
the area. Barb also thinks that some of
the windows are original to the house
but with added outside storm windows.
Some of these windows measure 4 x 7
feet with 10 foot ceilings.
Be sure to notice old family portraits
paying tribute to the original “Perrys” of
Perry Road in Champaign County and
the dark oak Victorian hall tree bench
that holds many Perry memories of the
past. You will certainly enjoy your tour
here in this spacious piece of history.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.
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Community support makes CCPA tour possible
By Sandy Gonzalez
CCPA Tour Co-Chair

The Home and Garden Tour is one
of Champaign County’s most popular
and longest running events. This is the
major fundraiser for the Champaign
County Preservation Alliance, but it is
also a tourism vehicle, bringing 1,2001,500 visitors to Champaign County
during the weekend.
Unlike other events that are not
admission based, we know the attendance numbers by the number of
tickets sold. We feel it is an event
beneficial not only to the CCPA, but
the community as a whole. Due to
expanding and escalating costs, we rely
on our corporate sponsors, donors and
ad sales to maintain profitability. The
sponsors are not only supporting the
activities and projects of the CCPA,
but, also, making an investment in the
community as many of these visitors
return to Champaign County to enjoy
the unique shops, great restaurants,

and the many activities and tourist
attractions in the area. Directly benefiting the community are the CCPA
Facade Grant Programs which offer
matching grant awards to Champaign
County residential and commercial
properties who make remarkable
improvements to their building
facades. Improving the exterior of the
property beautifies the neighborhoods
and draws newcomers to the area. We
hope the sponsors realize the impact
their dollars have on the community.
Continuing this year as our benefactors are The Peoples Savings Bank and
Bundy Baking Solutions and returning
as site sponsors are CT Communications, The Champaign County Visitors
Bureau, Darby Dental, Dusty Hurst,
Realtor, Real Living Darby Creek
Realty, Jamon Sellman Nationwide
Insurance, Re/Max Leading Edge, the
V. Patrick Hamilton Group, Robert
Rothschild Farm, Turner Landscaping,
White’s Auto Group, and Willman Furniture. The CCPA greatly appreciates

their continued commitment. We feel
it is important for the general public
to recognize the support given to this
event by the community businesses.
We are indebted to our benefactors and
sponsors and we hope this is a rewarding experience for them.
Local merchants and professionals support the project by donations
and by purchasing ads in the program
book. This support allows us to share
extensive information in the tour booklet.
Our local newspaper coverage provided by the Daily Citizen is invaluable. Not only do they provide excellent coverage before, during and after
the event, but they publish this special
tab which is a complete “picture” of
the upcoming tour. We feel this tab is
our most comprehensive advertising
tool and it has greatly increased our
local traffic.
The floral arrangements are the creations of Bill’s Enchanted Florist and
Ethel’s Flowers. The arrangements

beautiful accents enhance the homes’
beauty and add to the ambiance of the
tour. The florists always go above and
beyond their commitments and we
look forward to their creations every
year.
The shuttle service is a valuable
asset to the tour and is made possible
through the generosity of Whites’ Auto
Group and Trenor Motors. The shuttle
service provides a safe, efficient way to
enjoy the tour and aids in preventing
traffic/parking congestion.
Every year, we hear praises about
our shuttle service and we are fortunate to have the community-supportive
auto dealers who step up to provide
this valuable service.
The local restaurants also contribute
to the success of the tour by providing a breakfast meeting where the
homeowner and the tour committee
exchange information.
Submitted by Champaign County Preservation Alliance.

Because The Kitchen Is
The Heart Of Every Home.
Bundy Baking Solutions is a family-owned American company that
is dedicated to providing the highest quality equipment & baking
pans for making your favorite breads, cakes, cookies & more!
Look for our bakeware brands in your local stores:
USA Pan, Patriot Pan & American Bakeware Classics.

417 E. Water Street, Urbana • 937-652-2151

www.bundybakingsolutions.com

Proud Benefactor
Of The 2016 CCPA
Home & Garden Tour
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