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Disclosures are available by calling the telephone number 
listed in this ad for details about credit costs and terms. EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

BANK  •  BORROW  •  MANAGE  •  PLAN  •  PROTECT
937.548.2122   •  SecondNational.com

Local decisions
and expertise.

Customized solutions
that fit your lifestyle. 

COUNT
ON US.

www.kernsfi replace.com

Outdoor Fireplaces • Spas • Heaters • Stoves
• Logs • Indoor Fireplaces • Gas Grills

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS OVER 40YRS

2 Locations
Celina

5217 Tama Rd
419-363-2230

Lima
4147 Elida Rd
419-224-4656

Carlton 46
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For many homeowners, the arrival 
of fall and winter marks an end to 
time spent lounging and dining al 

fresco on the patio. But cold air does 
not necessarily mean patio furniture 
must be packed up until flowers bloom 
anew in spring.
In its 2017 Home Design Trends 
Survey, the American Institute of 
Architects found that consumers con-
tinue to emphasize practical features 
that expand the functionality of their 
homes via heavy investment in outdoor 
living spaces. The survey found that 
the popularity of outdoor living spaces 
increased by 72 percent between 2012 
and 2017, highlighting just how much 
homeowners enjoy spending time 
outdoors. By taking measures to make 
their outdoor living spaces winterproof, 
homeowners can enjoy these areas of 

their homes even more.
Cover your deck. A covered deck 
may appear to make the space less 
enjoyable during spring and summer. 
However, covered decks can protect 
residents from the sun on especially 
hot days while also making the space 
more functional in winter. An overhead 
shelter on a deck can be outfitted with 
heaters (and fans to provide a cooling 
effect in summer) and allow residents to 
sit outside and watch snow fall without 
getting wet.
Plant the right trees. Coniferous trees 
prevent wind, which can be especially 
harsh in winter. Homeowners who are 
unsure about which direction wind 
typically comes from can consult a 
landscape architect to determine where 
to plant the trees to ensure they’re most 
effective.

Fire up the patio. A firepit or fireplace 
can warm up an outdoor living area, 
making such a space warm and cozy 
even on a cold winter night. A patio with 
a built-in firepit can cost a pretty penny, 
but such an addition can withstand 
winter weather better than a standalone 
firepit, which might be vulnerable to 
being tipped over by winter winds.
Install lighting. The sun sets early in 
winter, so homeowners won’t be able 
to rely on natural light to illuminate 
their outdoor living spaces well into 
the evening like they do in summer. 
Heat lamps can be used to both warm 
and illuminate a space, serving dual, 
budget-friendly functions.
With the right adjustments, outdoor liv-
ing spaces can be enjoyed throughout 
winter.

How to create a winter-friendly  
outdoor living space

Covering a deck or patio and/or adding a fire  
feature are two ways to make outdoor living 
spaces more winter-friendly.

Homeowners are increas-
ingly realizing the benefits 
of improving the exteriors 

of their home, which can be just 
as valuable as improving the 
interior spaces. As individuals 
design picturesque garden beds 
and cultivate lavish lawns or re-
vamp exteriors with architectural 
features, they probably want to 
spotlight these improvements. 
This is where exterior lighting can 
be put to great use.
Exterior illumination can cast a 
glow on various features, but 
there are many other reasons to 
increase lighting around the exte-
rior of a home.
Safety: Trips and falls can occur 
at night when trying to traverse 
walkways and landscapes in 
the dark, as it can be difficult to 
see rocks, stairs and uneven 
pavement. Outdoor lighting can 
illuminate pathways, entryways 
and other areas for safer access 
for homeowners and their guests.
Extend outdoor entertaining: 
Ample lighting can increase the 
amount of time one can use out-
door spaces and make them the 
perfect gathering spot. As autumn 
arrives, days become shorter. 
However, patios, porches and 
more can get extended use with 
lighting.

Safeguard security: A well-lit 
home may be less likely to be 
targeted by burglars than one 
swathed in darkness and shad-
ows. Lights can remain on all 
evening or be motion-triggered. 
Setting lights on timers also en-
sures that the home is illuminated 
whether residents are home or 
not.
Create drama: Landscape light-
ing designers can establish focal 
points around the landscape 
and highlight the best features 
of a property. Uplighting in trees, 
silhouetting techniques to show-
case plants and spotlights to 
show off architectural features 
are all options for homeowners to 
consider.
Add value: The experts at Parker 
Homescape, a landscape design 
service, say that exterior lighting 
can add roughly 30 percent to the 
value of a home. They also indi-
cate that 50 percent of all home 
buyers say that outdoor lighting is 
important when buying a home. 
If current residents are thinking 
about selling, now may be the 
time to invest in exterior lighting.
Improving a home’s exterior may 
be as simple as adding more 
lighting to improve functionality 
and beauty.

Why homeowners should  
add more exterior light  

to their properties
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Powerwashing, also known 
as pressure-washing, uti-
lizes a high-velocity water 

spray to remove dirt and residue 
from the exterior surfaces of a 
home. It is frequently used on 

vinyl siding, concrete and some-
times wood decks to treat mildew 
and other growth that accumu-
lates over time. 
Powerwashing can be a great 
way to remove grime without 
having to scrub by hand. But it 
requires a delicate touch to get 
it right. Sometimes it is best to 
leave the job to professionals. 
But homeowners willing to give it 
a go can try powerwashing them-
selves, as various stores rent 
power washers.

The home improvement website 
ImproveNet says that, until very 
recently, pressure washers were 
almost exclusively commercial 
machines sold to professionals or 
rented to do-it-yourselfers. Lately 
manufacturers have targeted 
homeowners looking to buy with 
lightweight options. For those 
who see powerwashing as a 
routine venture, purchasing a unit 
may be worth the investment.
It is important to exercise caution 
when operating a powerwashing 

machine. The high-velocity spray 
can tear through skin. It is key to 
get a feel for the washer, and try 
less pressure first to get a handle 
on the magnitude of the tool.
Don safety gear prior to using a 
pressure washer. Gloves, eye 
protection and ear protection can 
be handy. Most units will con-
nect to a standard garden hose. 
Choose old clothing and expect 
to get wet. Never point a power-
washer hose at anyone and do 
not attempt to rinse feet or hands 

in the spray. 
The renovation resource The 
Family Handyman suggests start-
ing with a wide-degree nozzle to 
test out the spray on the surface 
that needs to be cleaned. A 15- 
or 25-degree nozzle is usually 
the wand for general cleaning 
and paint stripping without dam-
aging the surface of the home. 
Experiment with an optimal 
distance of the washer wand to 
get the desired cleaning effects 
without causing any damage. 

Work using a horizontal and 
slightly downward angle to avoid 
driving water up under the siding 
of a home.
Avoid spraying any electric wires 
or components on the home. 
Also, try not to spray upward, and 
angle the spray away from doors, 
windows and vents.
Some washers have reservoirs 
that will hold a detergent solution. 
Choose the right detergent for the 
job. Keep in mind that cleansers 
containing bleach can damage 
surrounding plants, so they may 
need to be covered while the 
washing takes place.
Avoid the use of ladders when 
operating a powerwasher. The 
push-back from the wand can 
cause falls. Instead, opt for an 
extension wand to address the 
upper reaches of a home.
Powerwashing a home is an ef-
fective way to remove stubborn 
grime and refresh the look of a 
home’s exterior.

House  
POWERWASHING TIPS

Powerwashing the 
exterior of the home 
can be an effective 
way to clean it in the 
spring and fall.
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UNSTOPPABLE DEALS
FROM YOUR UNSTOPPABLE TRANE
COMFORT SPECIALIST® DEALER

BARGA Heating, A/C & 
Refrig., Inc.

bargahtgac.com
(937) 548-3645
LIC NO. 22084

*The Wells Fargo Home Projects® credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The 
special terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal 
payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new 
accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 8/1/2019 and is subject 
to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/2019.

**See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special fi nancing offers and instant rebates up to $500 valid on Qualifying Equipment 
only. Offers vary by equipment. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. Special fi nancing offer expires 12/31/2019. Instant rebate offer expires 11/15/2019.

^Ingersoll Rand Marketing Insights. Trane Brand Consumer Survey, October 2018.

Trane systems are put through the harshest testing imaginable — all so they can run 
through anything. And now, you can get a great deal from the brand that offers the most 
reliable products.^ Enjoy 0% APR for 60 months* and rebates up to $500.** We never 
stop fi nding ways to bring you products that never stop.

APR
FOR 60 MONTHS*

AND $500**REBATES
UP TO

PROMOTION

0%
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www.waynebuilderssupply.com • 937-548-1101

St. Henry Tile Company 
Richmond Builders Supply 
Berne Ready Mix
Grand Lake Builders Supply
Minster Supply
Pennville Sand & Gravel

Concrete & Building Materials
Partners in
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Photo spreads in home design magazines 
can be awe-inspiring. Quite often home-
owners wish they could lift the looks right 

off the pages of magazines and transform their 
own homes into picture-perfect retreats. 
It takes an eye for design to pull a room together 
— even with inspiration — and make it both 
functional and attractive. While hiring an interior 
designer is one way to go, homeowners can use 
some of the tricks and techniques the designers 
employ to do a remarkably good job of improving 
the interiors of their homes without such help. 

Embrace texture
The colors used in a home can add impact, but 
designers often utilize various textures to create 
aesthetic appeal. A single color scheme can be 
enhanced by various fabrics. Consider a leather 
sofa made more cozy with chenille pillows next to 
a rustic side table. Figure out ways to incorporate 
a few different textures to add depth to the room. 

Be careful with color
Many high-end homes showcase neutral shades 
that are enhanced by pops of color. If you like a 
rich, royal purple, leave room for other colors as 
well. Add touches of purple in vases, throw pil-
lows and other accessories.
Also,many designers work in shades of three 
for room colors. There may be one main color 

for walls, another color for larger accents, such 
as couches and chairs, and then a third color 
that pops in accessories such as flowers, pillows 
and collectibles. These can be any colors, but 
the most muted tends to be the more abundant 
shade. 

Add a bit of bling
Glittery items and metallics can add a touch of 
luxury feel to any space. A shiny table lamp, mir-
rors, a sparkling chandelier, and the like are easy 
ways to produce a high-end feel. Reflective sur-
faces also will cast light around the room, giving 
the illusion of a larger space. 

Choose a big statement piece
Many homeowners make the mistake of filling a 
room with several small pieces of furniture that 
only contribute to clutter. Instead, look for a state-
ment piece, which can be a cabinet, armoire or 
chaise. Mix and match large and small elements 
for a sense of balance. 

Accessorize
Finish the room with accessories and flowers. 
When placing and hanging knickknacks and wall 
art, odd-numbered groupings often look the most 
cohesive and interesting. Experiment with differ-
ent scales and heights for even more dimension.

Secrets to making
design proyour home look like you hired a

Carpet can add warmth 
and texture to a room 
and also provide a little 
bit of soundproofing. 
Underfoot, carpeting can 
be more comfortable 
than other types of floor-
ing, even though it may 
require more upkeep. 
Carpet comes in various 
forms, but here are the 
main material compo-
nents.

Nylon: This is one of the 
most durable and stain-
resistant carpet fibers 
available and a popular 
choice among many 
homeowners.
Polyester: Carpeting 
can be made from 
polyester, which is  fash-
ioned to feel and look 
luxurious.
Olefin: Olefin is made 
from polypropylene or 

polyethylene. It is prized 
for its strength, resis-
tance to staining and 
colorfastness. It is often 
suited well to loop pile or 
high, dense cut piles.
Wool: Wool is durable, 
albeit less resistant to 
soiling than some other 
materials. However, be-
cause it is an all-natural 
material, it is prized by 
people who want natural 
beauty.

Did you know?

Mon.-� urs. 9-6, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-2

www.CreativeCarpet.net • 937.548.7841
TOLL FREE 1-866-204-2366

NOW OFFERING SPECIALS

1745 Wagner Ave. • Greenville, Oh 45331

(4) Year Warranty
On All Installations!

1745 Wagner Ave. • Greenville, Oh 45331

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
bbb.org

Carpet • Laminate • Vinyl • Ceramic Tile 
Wood Flooring • Luxury Vinyl 
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30% OFF
Remnants

20% OFF
In Stock 
Laminate

20% OFF
Select 

Stock Rolls
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Neglecting a home’s exterior can be 
a disservice to homeowners, par-
ticularly those looking to increase 

the value of their homes. Curb appeal 
is important, as a home’s appearance 
can greatly affect prospective buyers’ 
perceptions.
Knowing which projects can offer the 
most bang for their remodeling buck can 
help homeowners make the right choices 
when improving the exterior of their 
homes. The following are some areas 
where homeowners can direct their focus 
if their end goal is a great-looking home 
with added value, as determined by 
the 2019 “Cost vs. Value Report” from 
Remodeling magazine. This report com-
pares the average cost of 22 remodeling 
projects with the value those projects 
retain at resale across 136 markets. 

Garage door replacement
Homeowners can recoup 97.5 percent 
of their investment on a new garage 

door. This remodel tops the list for good 
looks and value. The average cost of 
$3,611 is for replacing an existing 
two-car garage. 

Manufactured stone veneer
Replacing a portion of vinyl siding with 
stone veneer can greatly improve curb 
appeal, adding style that can set a home 
apart. Homeowners can expect to 
recoup a 94.9 percent return on their 
investment. 

Wood deck addition
A wooden deck on the rear or side of a 
home enhances homeowners’ ability to 
enjoy the outdoors year-round. A wood 
deck addition recoups 75.6 of the cost 
of homeowners’ initial investment. 

Siding replacement
Not only does old or weathered siding 
look unsightly, it can impact the energy 

efficiency of a home. Even though a sid-
ing replacement project is costly — at 
roughly $16,000 — it offers a 75 per-
cent return and peace of mind that the 
home is being well-protected from the 
elements. 

New entry door
Replacing an existing door with a 20-
gauge steel door complete with clear 
dual-pane half-glass panel, jambs and 
an aluminum threshold with composite 
stop gets homeowners 75 percent of 
their initial investment back at resale. 
Improving the door isn’t all about good 
looks, either. A door that isn’t well-insu-
lated or secure can be problematic.
In addition to these improvements, 
homeowners would be wise to focus 
on some upgraded landscaping, an up-
graded roof, new windows, and improved 
exterior lighting as surefire ways to add 
curb appeal and potential value to their 
homes.

Exterior renovations that improve curb appeal
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GATOR UTILITY VEHICLES

*Some restrictions apply. See dealer for details. Offer ends 10/31/2019.

Fall Into Savings at Koenig

CALL OR VISIT TODAY! (513) 548-1151 
5155 Childrens Home-Bradford Rd, Greenville

MS271Farm Boss-20”

WORK PACKS

• 120R Loader
• Rear Blade (not pictured)  

• 60D Mower Deck
                      • Trailer

WARRIOR II PACKAGE

$499*
$60 SAVINGS

Lightning BFA56 Blower

$479* $65 SAVINGS

John Deere 1025R 

$209/mo*

Savings +  
0% Interest*

0% financing for 48 months PLUS
• Save $300 on Mid-Size Gators*
• Save $500 on Full-Size Gators*

MS271Farm Boss-20”
$60 SAVINGS

• 5 piece accessory set
• Other packages available

FALL

• 3 piece accessory set
• Other packages available
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Design trends come and go, but some 
have a funny way of resurfacing 
years after they first became popular. 

Homeowners who may have been considering 
renovating their home to remove a design ele-
ment they believe to be passé might want to see 
if that feature has experienced a resurgence 
in popularity. In fact, one of the more derided 
home decor trends of yesteryear has slowly 
crept back into style, albeit in moderation.
Wood paneling is back and better than ever, ad-
vise many design professionals. It’s the formerly 
ugly duckling that filled homes starting in the 
1950s, creating drab dens and faux-wood family 
rooms. 
Paneling had long been an element of choice 
because it is relatively easy to install and can 
camouflage problem walls in a home, like those 
covered in boisterous wallpaper prints. 
Wood paneling reach the peak of its popular-
ity in the 1970s, and since then homeowners 
have been tearing down these faux offenders 
for years or masking them in paint to brighten 
up spaces. However, the experts at Apartment 
Therapy report that wood paneling in shades 
of brown are making a comeback in cozy spots 

such as dens or studies. The warm tones of 
wood paneling elicit a retro vibe. But unlike their 
fake predecessors, today’s paneled walls are 
being outfitted in real wood, making them more 
eco-friendly and stylish than ever before. 
Designers have flocked to reclaimed wood and 
veneer panelings to incorporate them into de-
sign elements. And while wood paneling used 
to be hung vertically, designers now experiment 
with hanging paneling. 
Many people no longer use paneling to cover 
an entire space. Paneling is used sparingly as 
an accent wall or another feature for character. 
Wood walls can be stained in a rich mahogany 
to look upscale or be weathered and rustic.
Homeowners ready to re-embrace wood panel-
ing can choose to enhance one wall in a room. 
Think about the space above a fireplace or a 
strip of wall behind a sitting chair and side table. 
Paneling also can serve as a headboard behind 
a bed in a master suite. Painted horizontally, 
paneling can add dimension and texture to 
walls, even in a bathroom.
Wood paneling is slowly making a comeback, 
proving that no design trend every truly goes 
away.

Wood paneling 
can add a rustic feel 
to a bathroom.

This design trend iscoming back
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Marvin and Integrity products are now organized 
into three collections under one Marvin brand. 
Easier navigation makes selecting what you need for 
any project simple and efficient. More complementary 
colors and styles across lines help bring your vision  
to life. It’s the same beautiful, high-quality window  
and door portfolio, reorganized to help you create 
anything you can imagine.

Discover the Marvin difference at marvin.com

MANY POSSIBILITIES. 
ONE MARVIN.
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Marvin and Integrity products are now organized 
into three collections under one Marvin brand. 
Easier navigation makes selecting what you need for 
any project simple and efficient. More complementary 
colors and styles across lines help bring your vision  
to life. It’s the same beautiful, high-quality window  
and door portfolio, reorganized to help you create 
anything you can imagine.

Discover the Marvin difference at marvin.com

MANY POSSIBILITIES. 
ONE MARVIN.

©2019 Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co., LLC. All rights reserved. 
®Registered trademark of Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co., LLC.
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into three collections under one Marvin brand. 
Easier navigation makes selecting what you need for 
any project simple and efficient. More complementary 
colors and styles across lines help bring your vision  
to life. It’s the same beautiful, high-quality window  
and door portfolio, reorganized to help you create 
anything you can imagine.

Discover the Marvin difference at marvin.com

MANY POSSIBILITIES. 
ONE MARVIN.
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937-526-4501
36 North Steffin Street • Versailles, Ohio 45380

worchlumber.com

The newest styles.
The trendiest trends.
The latest of the very 
latest.


