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Changing one life at a time.

Whether you need an extra class for a promotion,  
a certificate to gain entry into a new field, or a degree 
program for a great career, Edison State Community  
College can change your life. Speak with a success  
advisor today or visit www.edisonohio.edu.
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The Darke County 
Coroner’s Office was 
called to the scene 
of two fatal vehicle 
wrecks in Darke 
County. Wilbur Miller, 
75, of Goshen, Indiana, 
and Johnanna K. Beam, 
39, of Union City, were 
killed in two crashes.

Kyle Shaner | The Daily Advocate
Justin Ahrens passed 2004 Versailles 
graduate Kyle Gehle as the all-time 
leading scorer in school and conference 
history. He scored 38 points against Fort 
Recovery and finished the game with 
1,776 points – 32 more than Gehle’s 
previous record of 1,744.

Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
At approximately 4:48 p.m. Jan. 
6, two suspects, described by 
witnesses as teenage black males 
wearing all dark clothing and with 
hooded sweatshirts covering their 
faces, entered Walgreens, 1000 E. 
Main St., jumped the pharmacy 
counter with guns drawn and 
demanded drugs and cash from 
the employees. The two then exited 
the store and got into a 2004 
Nissan Quest minivan. A third 
male subject reportedly served 
as a lookout at the front of the 
store while a fourth acted as the 
getaway driver.

Greenville’s first baby of the 
year, Zayden Joseph Neal, came 
into the world at 12:08 p.m. Jan. 
2 at Wayne HealthCare. Katelyn 
Miron, of Greenville, gave birth 
to her fourth child and first boy. 
Zayden was 6 pounds, 7 ounces 
and 19 inches long. The father is 
Alexander Neal, also of Greenville. 
The baby was born two weeks 
early, with an original due date of 
Jan. 16, according to Miron.

Carolyn Harmon | The Daily Advocate
M-i-s-c-h-i-e-f is one word that Hannah Kendig, sixth-grader at Arcanum-
Butler Middle School, might likely remember. It was the winning word in the 
2018 Darke County Spelling Bee of which Kendig placed first.

Courtesy photo
A 17-year-old Greenville High School student 
and her 10-year-old sister have partnered 
with local businesses to provide socks and 
blankets for the homeless this winter, as well 
as for homeless pets living in the Darke County 
Animal Shelter. Rachel Unger came up with the 
idea for Comforting Comforters while going for 
a drive with her parents.

The community 
is rallying for a 
family that lost 
their home in a fire 
at Colonial Mobile 
Home Community. 
That tragedy claimed 
the life of Christina 
“Christi” Haag, 
mother to three 
children, when she 
perished in the fire.

Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
A semi-truck trailer hauling pigs was a victim 
of Darke County’s icy road conditions near New 
Madison. A deputy at the scene stated the 2006 
Kenworthy truck, carrying 700 feeder pigs in 
its trailer, was heading northbound on Preble 
County-Butler Township Road, approaching the 
intersection of State Route 121, north of New 
Madison, when it slid off the right side of the 
road and overturned onto its passenger side.

HANNAH KeNdig wiNs CoUNtY spelliNg Bee AHReNs sets sCHool, MAC 
sCoRiNg ReCoRds

FoUR JUveNiles CHARged iN 
wAlgReeNs RoBBeRY

CoMMUNitY RAllYiNg FoR FiRe viCtiMs
wReCKs ClAiM 2 lives

gReeNville sisteRs Help  
tHe HoMeless

ZAYdeN JosepH NeAl  
1st BABY oF 2018

pig tRUCK oveRtURNs NeAR  
New MAdisoN

Arcanum, OH o�  ce

(937) 692-8123

5 S. High St.

Troy, OH o�  ce

(937) 335-5166

23 S. Mulberry St.

Greenville, OH o�  ce

(937) 548-6554

219 Sycamore St.Insurance Agencies, Inc.
Please give us a call today!

OH-70097330

Happy Holidays

23 S. Mulberry St.

Carolyn Harmon | The Daily Advocate
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Courtesy photo
Two former Greenville natives have died from 
injuries suffered in a car accident in California. 
Dr. Alan Kent Teaford and Mrs. Sue Ellen Straker 
Teaford both passed away following a single-vehicle 
accident near their home in Walnut Creek, California 
— Kent on Jan. 28, the day of the accident, and Sue 
on Jan. 31. He was 76 years old, she was 75.

Courtesy photo
A Bradford boy is starting the year off with a big change after he recently received 
a new heart. Devin Miller, 14, of Bradford, is currently staying at the Ronald 
McDonald House near the Cincinnati Children’s Medical Center after undergoing a 
heart transplant at the end of last year.

Kyle Shaner | The Daily Advocate
Versailles beat Covington and Miami East to qualify for the Ohio High 
School Athletic Association dual team state tournament. Versailles beat 
Covington 47-21 in the Region 24 semifinal then beat Miami East 39-30 
in the regional championship to advance to the state tournament for 
the third time in the past six years.

Courtesy photo
A Gettysburg man is in the Darke County Jail after 
nearly 17 pounds of marijuana was seized during 
a joint investigation between the Darke County 
Sheriff’s Office and the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service.

Junior Noah Walker 
broke the Green 
Wave’s single season 
3-point record during 
an 83-61 loss to 
Tippecanoe. Walker 
made three 3-pointers 
to give him 59 for 
the season, eclipsing 
the previous record 
of 57 that current 
Southeast Missouri 
State University player 
Isaiah Gable set two 
years ago. Piqua played 
tight defense on Walker 
throughout the night, 
but he still was able to 
knock down three treys.

FoRMeR gReeNville ResideNts  
die iN CAR CRAsH

loCAl BoY gets New HeARt wAlKeR sets gReeNville  
3-poiNt ReCoRd

veRsAilles qUAliFies FoR stAtedRUg BUst Nets 17 poUNds oF MARiJUANA

419 Wagner Ave. 
 Greenville, Ohio 
 548-6006
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Dale Barger | For The Daily Advocate
For a second consecutive season Versailles fell just one win short of its goal, losing 53-47 to Columbus 
Africentric Early College in the Ohio High School Athletic Association Division III state championship 
game.

Courtesy photo
The Darke County Agricultural Society announced 
at its monthly meeting that Billboard Music 
award-winning artist Big & Rich with special 
guest Tracy Lawrence will be the featured musical 
performers at the 2018 Darke County Fair.

Courtesy photo
Greenville High School graduate and long-time 
4-H member Molly Hunt received the 4-H Teen 
of the Year award at the Ohio 4-H Conference in 
Columbus. Currently an Earth Science major at 
Ohio State University, Hunt has earned many such 
recognitions over the course of her 12 years in 4-H, 
including being named collegiate facilitator at the 
4-H Youth Summit on Healthy Living; Outstanding 
Darke County 4-H Girl; being crowned Darke 
County Junior Fair Queen in 2016; and being a 
member of the Ohio 4-H Teen Leadership Council.

Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
It lasts only 10 days each year, but for many people, 
both in Darke County and places further abroad, the 
“Great” Darke County Fair is a lifelong happening. To 
celebrate, and commemorate, this annual gathering 
of food, fun and farm, the Garst Museum, 205 N. 
Broadway St., Greenville, is erecting a permanent 
exhibit dedicated to the fair.

Courtesy photo
Greenville City School Board members collectively 
approved to leave the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference by the end of the 2019-20 school year, 
or sooner if agreed upon. Greenville, along with 
10 other schools, will create a new affiliation with 
Vandalia-Butler, Fairborn, Piqua, Sidney, Stebbin, 
Tippecanoe, Troy, West Carrollton and Xenia.

veRsAilles FAlls iN stAte FiNAl

Big & RiCH to HeAdliNe FAiR New FAiR exHiBit to opeN

sCHool BoARd AppRoves leAviNg gwoC

HUNt NAMed 4-H teeN oF tHe YeAR
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Barga Heating, A/C & Refrig., Inc.
5419 St. Rt. 49 • Greenville, OH 45331

937-548-3645

www.bargahtgac.com

Thank You for your Patronage

Merry Christmas
from

Thank You for your 
Patronage

Merry 
Christmas

from

www.bargahtgac.com

Barga Heating, A/C 
& Refrig., Inc.

5419 St. Rt. 49 • Greenville, 
OH 45331

937-548-3645
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Courtesy photo
The Darke County Sheriff’s Office closed down the Jail after the ventilation system was 
contaminated with methamphetamine powder causing several Deputies and Correction 
Officers to become ill. The contamination was as a result of an incident when Darke 
County, Sheriff’s Deputies and Corrections Officers were in the process of booking 
Stephen A. Garner Jr., 37, into the jail when they were exposed to an unknown white 
powder, that the Miami Valley Regional Crime Lab identified as methamphetamine.

Photo courtesy of the San Diego Padres
With a healthy arm, a major league contract and a new son, 
the struggles Craig Stammen faced the past few seasons 
all are fading away. “It’s been a bit of a whirlwind the 
past couple years but a true blessing,” the Versailles High 
School alumnus said. Stammen signed a two-year contract 
in January worth $4.5 million to return to the San Diego 
Padres, for whom he pitched 80 1/3 innings in 60 games 
out of the bullpen in 2017. Last year he had to earn a spot 
with the Padres in spring training after signing a minor 
league deal. This year, however, he had the security provided 
by a guaranteed major league contract, which made spring 
training a lot easier as he could focus on preparing for the 
season instead of fighting for a roster spot.

Two Darke County siblings have 
been in the public eye lately. 
Bryn and Caden Baker, both 5, 
recently starred in a humorous 
home movie that wound up being 
featured on the television show 
“America’s Funniest Videos.” The 
twins’ parents, Jackie and Lester 
Baker of Arcanum, submitted the 
video after being encouraged to 
do so by friends online.

Mary Jones | The Daily Advocate
Donald E. Byrum, Vietnam war veteran was honored 
by having a piece of State Route 118 dedicated to him. 
Byrum was an Ansonia native his entire life. He was 
awarded the Purple Heart, which is given to soldiers who 
were injured or killed on April 5, 1917 or after, and the 
Bronze Star Medal, which is given to soldiers for heroic 
acts or service.

Matt Aultman, a grain salesman and 
feed nutritionist with Keller Grain & 
Feed, Inc., speaks beside grain and 
soybean silos during an interview at 
their facilities on April 5 in Greenville. 
Rural America is struggling under a 
cloud of uncertainty as the Trump 
administration escalates a trade 
dispute with China. The Republican 
president says he’s simply fighting 
against unfair business practices with 
a geopolitical rival. But voters in rural 
America, those who fueled his 2016 
presidential victory, say Trump’s moves 
are threatening their livelihoods and 
forcing some to re-think their politics.

Bald eagle populations 
are on the rebound in 
Ohio and across the 
country, according 
to Robb Clifford, a 
naturalist at Darke 
County Parks. Clifford 
stressed that this may 
not mean there are 
actually 20 or more 
separate birds nesting 
in Darke County.

OH-70097328

Happy 
Holidays

ARCANUM twiNs FeAtURed oN  
AmericA’s Funniest Videos

stAMMeN FiNds seReNitY iN liFe, BAseBAll

BAld eAgle NUMBeRs RisiNg iN dARKe CoUNtY

JAil Closed FoR MetH CoNtAMiNAtioN

HigHwAY dediCAted to loCAl ANsoNiA veteRAN

tRUMp tRAde Moves RAttle RepUBliCAN voteRs iN RURAl AMeRiCA

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo

AP Photo | John Minchillo
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Mike Ullery | AIM Media Midwest
Bradford made history with a 12-1 romp 
over Parkway in six innings to advance to 
the state softball tournament for the first 
time. Every Bradford batter had at least 
one hit as the Lady Railroaders outhit 
a Parkway team that run-ruled Newton 
Tuesday 12-2. The Panthers came in 
averaging 11 hits a game.

Courtesy photo
Tyler Beyke threw a 
perfect game as the 
Greenville baseball team 
began Ohio High School 
Athletic Association 
tournament play with 
a 21-0 victory against 
Meadowdale. Beyke 
pitched the complete 
game in the five-inning 
run rule victory and 
struck out 13 of the 
15 batters he faced. 
Only Dakarai Mabry in 
the second inning and 
Tyrese Johnson in the 
fifth inning put a ball 
in play for Meadowdale 
with both grounding 
out – Mabry to first 
baseman Alec Fletcher 
and Johnson to shortstop 
Reed Hanes. Of the 59 
pitches Beyke threw, 47 
were strikes.

Courtesy photo
Cassidy Helman, a math and science teacher for six and 
seventh grade in Versailles, was just 10 days out from 
having her new baby boy, Declan, in April 2017 when 
she had to have quadruple bypass surgery. When she 
arrived at Good Samaritan, she was rushed into surgery 
for a quadruple bypass. She was diagnosed with SCAD, 
Spontaneous Coronary Artery Dissection, which resulted 
in her having a heart attack.

Red CRoss ReMeMBeRs wolFe  
FollowiNg 78 YeARs oF seRviCe 

Lucy Wolfe was a volunteer for the American Red 
Cross for more than 70 years. She served as an 
active church member at First Presbyterian Church 
ans she loved playing golf, playing the sport until 
she was 90 years old.

Courtesy photo
Chris Hawkey grew up 
in Union City before 
becoming a popular 
radio and country 
music personality and 
can frequently be seen 
wearing a cap bearing 
the town’s familiar 
emblem, an image of 
the states of Ohio and 
Indiana sitting side by 
side.

Kyle Shaner | The Daily Advocate
Clinton-Massie exploded out of the gates 
on Wednesday afternoon with eight runs in 
the first two innings, which proved to be 
too much for Greenville to overcome as the 
Lady Wave lost 11-4 in a regional semifinal 
tournament game. With the loss, Greenville 
failed to advance to the elite eight of the Ohio 
High School Athletic Association tournament 
for the first time since 2014 – when current 
seniors Cassie Cromwell and Sydney Grote 
were in eighth grade. The two Lady Wave 
seniors compiled 108 wins in their high school 
softball careers but each year fell just short 
of their goal of making the state final four in 
Akron.

Now Accepting 
New Patients

New Madison Office
(937) 996-0023

Kayla Borchers, CNP
Board Certified
Family Nurse Practitioner
Kayla is a native of northern Darke County. She 
received her nursing degree from Wright State 
University in 2012 and in 2016 she graduated 
from Cedarville University as a Certified Nurse 
Practitioner. Kayla is a member of the American 
Academy of Nurse Practitioners, Ohio Association 
of Advance Practice Nurses, and Sigma Theta Tau 
International. She joined Family Health in 2017 
wanting to serve the county in which she grew up. Building Healthy Lives Togeth er
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BRAdFoRd wiNs RegioNAl title teACHeR sURvives qUAdRUple BYpAss

wAve lose iN RegioNAl seMiFiNAl CoUNtRY stAR gRew 
Up iN UNioN CitY

BeYKe tHRows A  
peRFeCt gAMe 

Courtesy photo
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Rob Kiser | AIM Media Midwest
Versailles’ Joe Spitzer crossed the finish line nearly 
eight seconds ahead of Buckeye Valley’s Zach Kreft 
to claim the state title in 9 minutes 14.97 seconds 
at Jesse Owens Memorial Stadium in Columbus. He 
stayed with the front runners for most of the eight-
lap race and made his move on the final few laps. “I 
still can’t believe it,” Spitzer said. “This is such an 
amazing end to my career. In my whole high school 
career I had that dream of getting a state title, and 
the last race of my career I finally did it. It’s just 
amazing and such an honor.”

Courtesy photo
On the second day of the 67th annual Poultry Days 
Festival in Versailles, the event saw its milestone 1 
millionth chicken dinner sold. The winning dinner was 
sold to Ryan Stoneberger, an Ultimate Frisbee player 
from Columbus. Stoneberger purchased the dinner 
shortly after 5 p.m. Saturday. Stoneberger is a fine arts 
major studying at The Ohio State University and was 
accompanied by his fiance, Alora Rieff. Stoneberger 
said it was only his second year attending Poultry Days. 
In addition to a $2,000 voucher for a trip to Las Vegas, 
Stoneberger received a handful of platinum chicken 
dinner tickets with no expiration, a year’s supply of 
Mikesell’s potato chips and a commemorative plaque 
from the Poultry Days Committee signifying his award.

MURpHY wiNs 
NAtioNAl 
CHAMpioNsHip

Tri-Village graduate 
Clayton Murphy 
won a national 
championship while 
Versailles graduate 
Sam Prakel recorded 
a seventh-place 
finish in the USA 
Track & Field Outdoor 
Championships at 
Drake Stadium in Des 
Moines, Iowa. Murphy 
won the men’s 800 
meter run on Sunday 
with a winning time 
of 1:46.50, 0.61 
seconds ahead 
of Isaiah Harris 
for the national 
championship.

Advocate file photo
An Ohio Auditor’s Office report released Thursday shows the former fiscal officer of the 
Village of Wayne Lakes misappropriated more than $4,200 in funds in 2015 and 2016. The 
village misspent thousands of tax dollars on a golf cart, kayak and other prizes that it gave 
to citizens during 2015 and 2016, according to a state audit.

Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
Only two years after its founding, the Tri-Village 
High School Archery Club will be traveling to 
Kentucky to compete in a world competition. The 
National Archery in Schools Program will hold its 
World Tournament, June 7 to 9, at the Kentucky 
Fair & Exposition Center in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Thousands of students will compete during the 
three-day event. The Patriot Archery Club qualified 
for the NASP World Tournament with a total score 
of 3,190 points, exceeding the 3,150-point minimum 
threshold for entry. It’s the team’s first time 
competing at the world level.

Courtesy photo
A Tri-Village graduate soon will 
compete in an international 
triathlon in Denmark. Dianna 
Bridges will take part, as a 
member of Team USA, in the 
Fynske Bank Multisport World 
Championships Festival, July 5 
to 14. At the event, visitors from 
all over the world will experience 
five world championships and 
several side events within the 
same week wrapped in a huge 
international multisport festival.

Courtesy photo
Local nonprofit Comforting Comforters is once again collecting 
items to donate to the homeless of Darke County, as well as to the 
Darke County Animal Shelter and BARK Rescue. A Greenville High 
School senior and her younger sister, a fifth-grader at DeColores 
Montessori, partnered with a number of local businesses to start 
Comforting Comforters in winter of 2018. Rachel Unger came up 
with the idea while going for a drive with her parents.

May all your hopes and dreams come true for you and yours in the year ahead. We truly appreciate all that you’ve done 
to help us to achieve ours this past year. Happy New and thanks to all from our entire staff.

A Wish For You At The New Year
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1499 N Broadway PO Box 337 Greenville, OH 45331
937-548-4141

653 Hickey Ave Versailles, OH 45380
937-526-4440

spitZeR MAKes dReAM  
CoMe tRUe At stAte

poUltRY dAYs CeleBRAtes 1 MillioNtH 
CHiCKeN diNNeR sAle

tRi-villAge gRAd to 
CoMpete iN woRld 
tRiAtHloN

loCAl NoNpRoFit ANNoUNCes sUMMeR doNAtioNs

sHootiNg FoR A BUllseYe

wAYNe lAKes MisspeNt $4,200, oHio AUditoR sAYs

Courtesy photo
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Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
Hundreds gathered Sunday evening in Greenville 
City Park to enjoy a night of music and to celebrate 
the opening of the new Marling Band Shell. Greenville 
City Park Board President Dale Musser welcomed 
spectators and dignitaries to a Darke County 
Chamber of Commerce ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
inaugurate the rebuilt structure. Musser extended 
his thanks to the City of Greenville, those who 
designed and constructed the band shell, as well as 
corporate and individual donors.

Courtesy photo
Kyle Wuebker and Morgan Heitkamp were named Jr. 
Fair King and Queen at the 2018 Darke County Jr. 
Fair Pageant, held July 17 at Lighthouse Christian 
Center in Greenville. A total of five girls and seven 
boys competed for the Queen and King titles, with 
each contestant having a 10-minute interview with 
two judges. The hopefuls were judged on activities, 
poise/personality and personal appearance.

Skip Weaver | The Daily Advocate
Three young men from Ohio were this year’s 
graduating class from Camp Vohokase, a four-year 
summer camp that takes 16 boys from “at-risk” 
areas across the country and brings them together 
to learn leadership, accountability, hard work and 
ethics. The Light Foundation team headed by Matt 
Light, a Greenville native and three-time Super 
Bowl champion with the New England Patriots, 
guides these young men throughout their high 
school years. When they complete the four years 
of camp, they graduate with the lessons they have 
learned and the skills they’ve acquired and will pay 
that experience forward by carrying on the torch of 
leadership within their own communities.

Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
For the time being, the beach at the Village of 
Wayne Lakes will remain closed, as a contract 
between the village and one of its residents to 
lease the beach was voided Monday night by Wayne 
Lakes Council members. Council voted 4 to 0, with 
one abstention and one council member absent, 
to void the contract with Wayne Lakes resident 
John Kennedy after listening to comments from 
those attending the meeting. Originally, council 
had agreed to lease the beach to Kennedy for $1 
per year for three years. In exchange, Kennedy 
was tasked with providing liability insurance which 
matched the amount held by the village. Wayne 
Lakes’ current insurance is for $2 million per 
occurrence with a $4 million aggregate. However, 
Kennedy said he would only be able to obtain $1 
million worth of liability coverage, with $2 million 
aggregate. Kennedy has already performed clean up 
and maintenance at the property.

Courtesy photo
After many months of restoration, the Garst 
Museum and Annie Oakley historical markers have 
been repainted and installed at numerous locations 
around Greenville and Darke County. According 
to local historian Dick Brown, the cast signs 
advertising the Garst Museum date back to 1971. 
Brown thinks they were an idea of Ralph Gelder. 
Gelder was a Garst Museum board member and 
interested in military history. He was the artist who 
intricately painted Anthony Wayne’s face on the 
original “Visit Garst Museum” markers. They have 
been repainted over the years and are currently 
red and gold. Today, these markers are located at 
Greenville’s city limits. O
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As we count down to the  
New Year, we count friends 

and customers like you 
among the blessings we 

appreciate most.

Thank you, and best wishes 
for a happy and healthy 

New Year!

 

242 E. Main St.,  
Greenville OH 45331
937.548.4441

williamsonins@woh.rr.com

MUsiC RetURNs to ReBUilt MARliNg BANd 
sHell iN gReeNville

wAYNe lAKes voids BeACH CoNtRACt

HeitKAMp, wUeBKeR NAMed qUeeN, KiNg

tHRee FRoM oHio gRAdUAte FRoM CAMp 
voHoKAse

HistoRiCAl MARKeRs ARe RestoRed
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Courtesy photo
Two local women are asking why 
their submitted art was removed at 
this year’s Darke County Fair. Mikayla 
Setser of Greenville and Amanda 
Mote of Union City both contend their 
artworks were removed from display 
without cause. Setser’s work is a color 
photo of a friend’s baby daughter. It 
was displayed at the Fair’s Fine Arts 
Building, was awarded a first-place 
ribbon but then removed from view. 
Mote’s artwork, pastels and drawings, 
originally were hung but then removed 
from display before judging. All three 
of her works feature subtle nudity. 
Both women described themselves 
as perplexed and disappointed by the 
move. Setser said the Fine Arts Director 
Nancy Foureman told her the photo was 
removed because it was considered 
“child pornography.”

Tony Baker | The Daily Advocate
Whirlpool Corp. announced plans in November of last year to 
build three wind turbines to power its KitchenAid manufacturing 
facility in Greenville. Beginning construction earlier this year, 
the turbines are similar to those developed for Whirlpool’s 
facilities in Findlay, Marion and Ottawa and were designed in 
coordination with Findlay-based One Energy Enterprises. The 
three Greenville turbines are expected to offset approximately 
70 percent of the KitchenAid plant’s electricity consumption, 
eliminating the equivalent of more than 9,000 annual tons of 
carbon dioxide. This is equivalent to generating enough clean 
energy to power more than 900 average American homes, 
according to a press release issued by the company last year. 
The turbines are expected to go online at the end of August.

VersAilles’ sAm PrAkel Announces deAl to run 
pRoFessioNAllY 

Versailles native Sam Prakel announced through Twitter 
and Instagram on Tuesday that he has signed a professional 
contract with Adidas to continue his running career. “I 
am excited to announce that I’ve signed with @adidas to 
continue my running career,” he wrote in the post. “A huge 
thank you to my family, friends and coaches for helping me 
fulfill this dream. I will continue to train under my college 
coach Andy Powell and move to Seattle, Wash.”

Courtesy photo
Ohio native and Greenville High School graduate Sereena Barga may be on the verge of hitting it big in 
Nashville. Barga released her debut single, titled “You Love Me.” The song has seen positive feedback 
online, with more than 19,000 streams on the website Spotify. Barga was born and raised in Darke 
County and moved to Nashville after attending college to pursue a career in music.

The sixth annual Gauntlet Mud Run 5K event was likely one of the slickest and sloppiest 
ever after Mother Nature decided to add to the challenging obstacle course with some 
rain overnight Friday. It made the trails harder to get traction and the obstacles were more 
challenging to get over, under or through. “The man upstairs gave us a little bonus this year,” 
said Brian Rehmert, one of the creators of The Gauntlet along with Matt Light of The Light 
Foundation. “The added water made some of the creeks a little deeper than normal and a little 
harder to run through. It also made some of the trails a bit slicker and that made it difficult to 
run because there was no good traction anywhere whether you were on a trail or not.”

gReeNville gRAd pURsUes MUsiC CAReeR iN NAsHville

8903 St. Rt. 751 • Arcanum • OH 45304

937-548-4699

TRAILERS
Cox

www.coxtrailer.com

Come See Us For Your Trailer Needs

GOOSE NECK 
GRAIN TRAILER

CAR LOADER
EASY ON-EASY OFF

SKID LOADER 
TRAILERS

HYDRAULIC
DUMP TRAILERS

Selling and Manufacturing Quality Equipment  • Since 1949

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
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ARtists seeK ANsweRs  
FoR ARt ReMovAl

tURBiNes RepReseNt CoMMitMeNt to CoMMUNitYA MUddY CHAlleNge

Courtesy photo

Skip Weaver | The Daily Advocate
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Courtesy photo
The Darke County Fair Board voted to accept the 
resignation of Fine Arts director Nancy Foureman 
at its monthly meeting. As previously reported 
by The Daily Advocate, controversy erupted 
during fair week when two local women who had 
submitted art for the fair’s Fine Arts competition 
had their works removed. Mikayla Setser, of 
Greenville, and Amanda Mote, of Union City, both 
contended that their artworks had been removed 
from display without cause. Setser’s submission 
was a color photograph of a friend’s baby, which 
was taken down after being awarded a first-place 
ribbon. Mote’s artwork, consisting of drawings 
which feature subtle nudity, was removed from 
display before judging took place.

Jim Comer | For The Daily Advocate
Two Darke County Sheriff’s Department deputies 
were injured in a crash on Thursday while attempting 
a traffic stop. The Darke County Sheriff’s Office 
received multiple 911 calls reporting a possible 
impaired driver on U.S. Route 127 in southern Darke 
County. Deputies observed the vehicle driving 
erratically. The pickup truck drove off the left side 
of the roadway traveling north on U.S. Route 127 
and struck the front of the sheriff’s cruiser sitting 
in the median. Both deputies were able to get out 
of the vehicle and pursued the pickup truck on foot 
to secure the driver until other deputies arrived. 
Two of the original 911 callers stopped to assist the 
deputies.

Jim Comer | For The Daily Advocate
With the remnants of Tropical Storm Gordon moving 
through the area, the Village of New Madison, and 
volunteers from surrounding communities, jumped 
into action to help in efforts to both recover from, 
and prepare for further flooding, in the village. New 
Madison received nearly 5 inches of rain overnight 
into the early morning hours of Friday and Saturday 
that led to substantial flooding in the southern 
portion of the village. New Madison Fire Department 
began fighting the floods as calls began to come in 
of residents experiencing high water, in the area of 
Arnold and Main Streets, both standing in yards and 
roadways as well as up to 10 plus inches in their 
basements and crawl spaces.

Courtesy photo
The village of Union City honored a piece of its 
history at its fifth annual arts festival. Festivities 
included the unveiling of a mural honoring the 
band The McCoys, which started in Union City 
in 1962. The mural was painted by Indianapolis-
based artist Pamela Bliss. The McCoys started 
in Union City in 1962. Initially composed of lead 
guitar player Rick Zehringer, his brother Randy 
and bass player Dennis Kelly; the group later 
included Ron Brandon, of Greenville, as keyboard 
player. The group released its nationwide hit 
“Hang On Sloopy.”

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year
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FAir BoArd AccePts Fine Art director’s 
ResigNAtioN

volUNteeRs FigHt FloodwAteRs iN New 
MAdisoN

depUties iNJURed iN HeAd-oN CRAsH
MURAl iN UNioN CitY HoNoRs loCAl 
BANd tHe MCCoYs
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Jim Comer | For The Daily Advocate
A three alarm fire laid claim to the Swine Barn at the Darke 
County Fairgrounds. At approximately 9:15 p.m., emergency 
personnel from Greenville City Fire Department, Greenville 
Township Rescue and officers from the Greenville City 
Police Department were dispatched to the Darke County 
Fairgrounds in reference to a fully involved structure fire at 
the Swine Barn. Greenville City Fire immediately called for a 
second alarm and eventually a third alarm with the need of 
additional ladder companies from Piqua and Burkettsville 
fire departments. Arriving units found the Swine Barn fully 
engulfed in flames and quickly worked to knock down and 
control the blaze.

Skip Weaver | The Daily Advocate
It was history in the making for the Bradford girls cross country team. The Railroaders are 
headed to the state meet for the first time as a team after totaling 120 points to place third 
as a team in the Division III regional meet outside of Troy’s Hobart Arena. “This is Bradford 
history right here,” Bradford cross country coach Rob Grillot said moments after the Division 
III girls race concluded. “It’s our first time going to state as a team and it just sounds 
awesome. It sounds great and we are very excited.

Courtesy photo
The Arcanum MVCTC FFA team will compete at the National FFA Convention Oct. 24 and 25 after winning 
the state-level Ohio FFA Ag Technology and Mechanical Systems Contest. On Oct. 5, the top four team 
members — Cael Gostomsky, Levi Walker, Ethan Garbig and Alex Weiss — traveled to The Ohio State 
University for the state finals. During the state contest, members completed a team activity that included 
land surveying, manure spreader calibration, crop residue and field tile repair. Each member of the team 
also completed individual stations of arc welding, electrical wiring, skidsteer operations and planter 
calibration. Upon completion of the state finals, the team finished first in the state with Gostomsky as 
the first-place individual followed closely by alker in third, Garbig in fifth and Weiss in sixth.

Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
With earth-moving equipment already pushing 
dirt, the Ansonia community turned out to 
celebrate the groundbreaking of Ansonia 
Local Schools’ new Preschool and Athletic 
Fieldhouse facility. Eighty-five percent of the 
$2.8 million project is being funded by the 
school district while 15 percent is being funded 
through donations from the community. Bruns 
Construction is performing the work. With a 
scheduled completion date of July 1, 2019, the 
facility will feature 7,296 square feet of space 
for the preschool and a 14,800-square-foot 
athletic fieldhouse.

Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
In a scene sadly repeated in many rural communities 
of late, a local congregation in Darke County has held 
its final church service and will shut the doors to its 
sanctuary. Following that Sept. 30 service, along with 
the resignation of its 44th pastor, Rev. Lowell Miller, 
Ansonia Christian Church announced it would close, 
ending a 161-year tenure, beginning with the church’s 
founding in 1857. The current church building was 
constructed in 1893. Over the years, the church was 
active in the Ansonia community, holding a women’s 
fellowship, adult and youth choirs, AWANA, as well as 
staging election day suppers and Easter Sunrise and 
Christmas Eve services.

Anthony Baker | The Daily Advocate
The Friends of Bear’s Mill held their annual Fall 
Open House with refreshments, live music, a silent 
auction and the rededication of the site’s newly 
refurbished Vietnam War memorial, as well as the 
unveiling of a newly restored timber frame covered 
bridge dedicated to Darke County’s veterans. “60,000 
people a year come through here,” Terry Clark said 
of the mill. “It’s the most visited historic site in the 
state of Ohio.”
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Jordan Agency
Greenville, OH • 937-548-1606

www.jordanagencygreenville.com

Jordan Agency
Greenville, OH • 937-548-1606

www.jordanagencygreenville.com

swiNe BARN lost to 3Rd AlARM iNFeRNo BRAdFoRd giRls MAKe sCHool HistoRY BeAr’s mill dedicAtes new Bridge, VietnAm 
MeMoRiAl

ANsoNiA BReAKs gRoUNd oN pReK, 
AtHletiC BUildiNg

ANsoNiA CHRistiAN CHURCH ClosiNg sAddeNs 
MeMBeRs

ARCANUM MvCtC FFA teAM wiNs stAte CoNtest
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11 Month CD
2.20% APY*

18 Month CD
2.45% APY*

30 Month CD
2.70% APY*

60 Month CD
3.05% APY*

Certi� cate of 
Deposit Specials

* Annual Percentage Yield. The stated APY is accurate as of 12/05/2018. Minimum deposit to open 
is $1,000. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Certain restrictions may apply. Offer may be 

withdrawn at any time.

Shelby Lynne Bey, 27, Versailles, died after being 
struck by a train in Versailles. According to the 
Darke County Sheriff’s Department, Bey was struck 
and killed by an eastbound CSX train just outside of 
Versailles in the 10500 block of H.B. Hole Road. She 
was pronounced dead on the scene as result of the 
incident.

Luke Gronneberg | AIM Media Midwest
The Versailles volleyball team was sitting at 10-10 
at one point this season before winning their final 
10 matches and capping it by winning a second 
straight Division III state title with a 25-23, 25-23, 
25-19 win over Independence at the Nutter Center. 
And in the end, Kelsey Custenborder, Alexa Didier, 
Liz Ording and Paige Platfoot got the perfect 
ending to their high school volleyball careers.

Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
Midmark Corp. broke ground for its 107,000-square-foot expansion project to be built at the company’s 
Versailles campus. Midmark, a leading provider of medical, dental and veterinary equipment, technology 
and services, celebrated the milestone with an event that included company teammates, as well as local, 
regional and state government officials. The expansion will include a technology center, experience 
center and a business center that reflect Midmark’s commitment to a better care experience. The new 
space is designed to foster an environment of elevated creativity, collaboration, communication and 
decision-making the company can harness to help customers improve clinical outcomes.

Dale Barger | For The Daily Advocate
For 45 minutes, the Ansonia Tigers did everything 
they could to win their home playoff game. 
Ansonia’s grind-it-out, ball-controlled offense was 
efficient and effective against Lehman Catholic in 
maintaining its lead throughout the game until the 
Cavaliers’ final possession. In the lead by 2 points, 
Ansonia just needed to have one more defensive 
stand when the Cavaliers put their offense back 
on the field with 3:35 to play and starting on their 
own 22-yard line. Instead, Lehman – led by senior 
quarterback Elliott Gilardi – marched down field on 
10 plays to the Ansonia 7-yard line where with 27.4 
seconds left Michael Denning kicked the 24-yard, 
game-winning field goal as the Cavaliers pulled the 
rug out from under the Tigers with a 29-28 victory.

MidMARK BReAKs gRoUNd oN New CeNteR

pedestRiAN Killed BY tRAiN

veRsAilles BeAts iNdepeNdeNCe FoR d-iii 
stAte CHAMpioNsHip

lAte Field goAl liFts leHMAN to plAYoFF 
wiN oveR ANsoNiA

Jim Comer | For The Daily Advocate
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Kyle Shaner | The Daily Advocate
A soldier returned home for the first time since the 
summer and surprised his sister in an emotional 
reunion at Greenville High School. Private Second 
Class Derrick Smith, a 2018 Greenville High School 
graduate, came home and reunited with his sister, 
Greenville junior Chloe Mitchell, in the school’s 
cafeteria. The siblings embraced as they struggled 
to hold back tears.

Jim Comer | For The Daily Advocate
Ansonia Community Pride hosted its inaugural 
Christmas Tractor Parade. The parade followed a 
route starting at the First Church of God in Ansonia, 
then proceeding down State Route 118 to Ansonia 
High School. Several local businesses were open 
late during the event.

Courtesy photo
Garst Museum has earned the ranking of “Best 
Historical Museum” from the readers of Ohio 
Magazine for the fifth year in a row. “Being voted 
‘Best of Ohio’ casts a positive light on the efforts 
of our dedicated staff and volunteers in preserving 
and promoting the history of Darke County,” Garst 
President and CEO Clay Johnson said. “There are so 
many small details and so much challenging work 
that takes place behind the scenes of our exhibits, 
and it’s very rewarding to be recognized for that 
work.”

Courtesy photo
The Green Wave Navy is heading to the 2019 Navy 
JROTC National Orienteering Invitational for the 
second consecutive year. The Greenville Senior 
High School Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps 
has been notified for the second consecutive year 
that it is the only school in Ohio within Area 3 
to participate in the 2019 Navy JROTC National 
Orienteering Championship.

Jim Comer | For The Daily Advocate
The village of Arcanum held its second annual 
Christmas Horse Parade Saturday evening. The 
event was co-hosted by the Arcanum Area Business 
Association and the Arcanum Athletic Boosters and 
sponsored by local businesses including Wintrow 
Signs & Designs and Greenville National Bank. 
Holiday-themed activities took place throughout 
the day.

Courtesy photo
Greenville High School students showcased their 
projects to thousands of people at last month’s 
Ohio School Boards Association Capital Conference 
and Trade Show in Columbus. Greenville Career Tech 
marketing and supply chain management students 
exhibited their programs to approximately 10,000 
school board members, administrators, teachers, 
students, vendors and guests. Greenville’s Navy 
Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps presented 
the colors at the conference.

ARCANUM Holds CHRistMAs  
HoRse pARAde

gArst Voted ‘Best in ohio’ For FiFth yeAr

gReeN wAve NAvY qUAliFies 
FoR NAtioNAls ANsoNiA Hosts tRACtoR pARAde

stUdeNts sHowCAse pRoJeCts iN ColUMBUs soldieR sURpRises sisteR
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Wishing You All 
the Beauty of the 

Season

Evergreen trees and pure white snow, boughs of holly and mistletoe…
We hope the magic of this special season fi lls your heart and soul with joy and 
contentment. 

Thanks for the beautiful gift of your friendship and support. Customers like 
you make it all worthwhile. Happy Holidays to you and yours!

741 E. Main St. • Versailles 45380
1-937-526-3711

Hours
Monday - Friday: 8am - 4:30pm

Saturday: 9am - Noon
Appointments Available
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Furnish your whole house for $99 a month!
*50% Off SRP not valid on floor sample, as-is, red-tag, or Tempur-Pedic items.

48 months financing pending approval on sales over $4750 or Tempur-Pedic Mattresses. 

LIFESTYLE FURNITURE & MATTRESS is taking

Furnish your whole house for $99 a month!
*50% Off SRP not valid on floor sample, as-is, red-tag, or Tempur-Pedic items.

48 months financing pending approval on sales over $4750 or Tempur-Pedic Mattresses. 

LIFESTYLE FURNITURE & MATTRESS is taking

NEW YEAR 

SALE
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www.lifestyleoh.com
640 Wagner Ave.  Greenville

937-548-5200
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From knee and hip joint replacements, all the way to minimally invasive options for general 
surgery, urology and gynecology, Wayne HealthCare’s state-of-the-art Surgical Center offers 

you a wide range of the latest procedures right in our community. 

In fact, our remarkable surgical teams deliver more than the highest standard of care, they’re 
committed to helping you understand your options, recover quicker and get back to living 

your life exceedingly well. 

Visit WayneHealthCare.org.

SURGERIES 
WITH 
SHORTER 
HOSPITAL 
STAYS AND 
LESS PAIN ARE 
HERE.


