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Caring

for kitchen countertops

K

itchen remodels are a popular
home improvement project that
help homeowners recoup large
percentages of their initial investments
at resale. A kitchen remodel can invigorate a home and make the most popular
room in the house more functional.
According to HomeAdvisor, a home-improvement informational guide, homeowners spend an average of $22,000
on kitchen remodels. However, lavish
projects can cost more than $50,000.
Protecting such investments is important and requires that homeowners
understand how to properly maintain
kitchen features so they have the longest life possible. This includes the new
countertops that make the kitchen look
complete.
Countertops come in various materials,
not all of which should be treated the
same way. Quartz, granite, marble, laminate, and tile countertops require different types of maintenance.

remedied with a baking soda paste left
to sit for a couple of hours, advises Angie’s List. Wipe up oils, acids and soda
promptly to avoid stains, and follow
advised sealing routines.
Marble
Marble is a natural stone that is porous
and will need to be resealed periodically. Because marble has high levels
of the mineral calcite, it can be reactive
when acids come in contact with it,
and etch marks may appear. Promptly
wipe away tomato juice, lemon juice,
perfume, or toothpaste. Marble is softer
than granite and will wear at a faster
rate. Avoid scratching and exercise caution when using knives or sharp objects
around marble.

Quartz
Engineered quartz countertops are
popular. Quartz countertops are nearly
maintenance-free and resistant to
stains, scratches and even heat.
Quartz will not need to be sealed like
natural stone and can be cleaned
using just a damp cloth with a mild,
nonabrasive soap.

Laminate
One of the more budget-friendly materials, laminate countertops can be
fabricated to mimic the look of natural
stone, wood or even quartz. Laminate
is less resistant to damage than other
materials and will need a gentle touch.
Formica® says to never use abrasive
cleansers, scouring pads or steel wool
when cleaning laminate countertops.
For tough stains, an all-purpose cleaner
should suffice when applied with a
nylon-bristled brush. Test any cleanser
in a discreet area first.

Granite
Polished or honed granite countertops
offer a high-end look that adds instant
value to a kitchen. Natural variations
in granite give each kitchen a custom
look. To keep granite countertops
clean, avoid abrasive cleansers that can
scratch, and opt for warm, soapy water
instead. Stains are possible, but can be

Tile
Cleaning tile countertops requires getting into crevices along the grout lines.
A toothbrush and a mildew-fighting
cleaner or bleach diluted with water is
advised. Also, unglazed tiles need to
be sealed yearly. Some soap may leave
residue, which can be removed with a
solution of vinegar

and water.
Check with the manufacturer or installer
of the countertops to learn more about
the ways to clean and maintain new
counters.
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Your guide to

proper tree pruning
Trees may require pruning for a variety reasons. Storms may have damaged
branches, necessitating a pruning. In
other instances, trees may have outgrown their yards, overpowering the
landscape.
Autumn and winter, when trees
largely go dormant and fallen leaves
make it easier to see the branches beneath, may be prime times to prune.
Pruning during the dormant period
also minimizes sap loss and stress to
the tree, and can help cut down on the
growth of fungi. In addition, insects are
less likely to be problematic during the
colder months of the year.
Trimming and pruning can be
handled by do-it-yourselfers if the
branches are smaller and more manageable. Practice on thinner branches
before moving on to thicker ones,
which may require extra help. Branches
may be heavy, and it takes a guided
hand to ensure the branches fall in a
safe manner so they do not cause damage or injury.
Branches also need to be trimmed
properly to facilitate good healing.
Trees will form a callus bark covering over cuts to keep out disease and
decay, much as a scab forms over a
person’s wound. Damaging the bark on
a tree while pruning may interfere with
that process, so do-it-yourselfers need
to take the time to prune correctly.
According to Danny Lipford, home
improvement expert and host of the
radio program “Today’s Homeowner,”
larger limbs may require three cuts
instead of one. The first cut is a small
notch in the bottom of the limb,
around two to three feet from the trunk
and about one-quarter of the way

through. This helps prevent the bark
from splitting. A relief cut is then made
a few inches away from the notch cut,
and goes all the way through. This
removes the weight of the branch so
that the final cut can be made without
the branch splitting and falling. The
final cut is made right where the limb
extrudes from the branch collar, or the
swollen bump that then forms into
the tree limb. Follow the slant of the
branch collar when making the cut.
Smaller or thinner branches may not
require the same three steps, but every
effort should be made to reduce injury
to the tree.
When deciding how much to prune,
less is usually more. All pruning can
put some level of stress on the tree and
increase its vulnerability to disease and
insect infestation. A good rule of thumb
is to never prune more than 25 percent
of the crown. According to experts at
TreeHelp.com, living branches should
comprise at least two-thirds the height
of the tree. In some instances, the rules
may need to be bent if trees are interfering with utility lines or to meet community laws. However, always prune
minimally to avoid damaging the tree.
The right tools also make the job
safer and easier. Use a pole pruner and
lopper, rope saws, folding pruner, and
a bucksaw. A chainsaw can be used in
some instances, especially when pruning larger limbs. Always disinfect pruning tools after you’re done to prevent
the spread of disease to other trees.
Consider hiring a professional tree
service if pruning proves beyond your
capabilities. Doing so is safe and often
well worth the investment.
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How to

build your home bar

M

any people enjoy opening
their homes to friends or
family. In fact, according to
the National Eating Trends
survey and custom research by the NPD
group, in 2016 the
average person ate 38
meals at other people’s homes.
Knowing how to cook,
set the mood and entertain is increasingly
important for many
homeowners. Installing
and outfitting a home
bar can provide guests
with the features of a
night out, only without
the crowds or bar tabs
that come at the end of
the night. A home bar is
a place where hosts and
their guests can gather and
enjoy great conversation.
Such a spot also can serve
as a neighborhood hangout
— a smart choice for those
who want to indulge safely
and not have to drive home
afterward.
Creating a home bar need
not be a difficult project. By
investing in basic equipment,
stocking up on preferred
liquors and gaining some
mixology expertise, hosts can
impress and entertain their
guests.

Establish a bar setup
Home bars can range from rolling carts to built-in wet bars to a

single tray of items. Space in a home
will dictate the kind of bar homeowners can have. Rolling bar carts are
popular and versatile, and they can
be kept stationary or rolled in and
out of a room as needed. If a bar cart
is open, organization is key, as you
don’t want it to look unkempt.
A full-blown wet bar will require
more construction, including plumbing and electricity if you need outlets
for plugging in appliances. Wet bars
are ideal in dens, renovated garages
and finished basements.
Stock up on equipment
A new home bar requires barware
and glassware. Various drinks are
best served in requisite glassware
and prepared with the right equipment. A home bar will benefit from
a muddler, jigger, cocktail shaker,
strainer, ice cube trays, and bar
spoon. Glassware can include short
glasses, tall glasses and wine glasses
with stems. Martini glasses provide a
chic look and are practical for those
who prefer cosmopolitans and martinis.
Fill it with spirits
No bar is complete without alcohol
and mixers. Homeowners can buy the
types of spirits they love and complete their bars with the basics for
mixing. When stocking a bar, keep in
mind that everything does not have
to be top-shelf. Vodka, gin, tequila,
rum, and whiskey are some of the
more popular spirits. Simple syrup,

fresh fruit, club soda, cola, and bitters
are examples of versatile mixers.
Entertaining guru Martha Stewart
says to have enough supplies on
hand for guests. Expect each person to have three drinks (requiring
three glasses), use a pound of ice,
and three cocktail napkins per twohour party. Don’t forget to also have
nonalcoholic items on hand for those
who don’t imbibe.
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Design

a more functional pantry

M

any homeowners wish they had
more storage space, and kitchens
are one area where people seemingly can always use more storage.
Despite a desire for more kitchen space,
until recently, kitchen pantries fell out of
favor. Builders and architects may have
thought that close proximity to supermarkets as well as multi-use cabinets in kitchens would offset the need for pantries.
But according to a recent survey from the
National Association of Home Builders,
a kitchen pantry is the most desirable
kitchen feature for buyers in the market for
a new home.
According to a 2016 survey from Re-

portLinker, 98 percent of Americans say
cooking at home is their preferred way
to prepare a meal. And despite the wide
array of restaurants, prepared meals and
fast food options nearby, more than onethird of people cook at home daily, with
nearly 50 percent cooking between three
and six days a week.
In order to accommodate for spending
more time in the kitchen, homeowners are
directing additional attention to kitchen
preparation and storage features. In fact,
one recent trend in kitchen renovations is
creating custom-designed pantries.
Locate the appropriate space

Ideally, pantries should be in or adjacent
to the kitchen. But not every home layout
allows for this setup. Some homeowners
need to move storage pantries into the
garage, the basement or a mud/laundry
room.
Various factors should be considered
before placing a pantry outside a kitchen.
What is the climate? Will food spoil? Is
there a possibility that vermin or insects
can infiltrate the room and access food?
These factors will dictate whether to have
closed cabinets, air-tight bins or open
shelves or if other modifications must be
made to the room prior to building.

OH-70077270

Choose the type of pantry
Accessibility is essential in a pantry. Everything should be easily reached and
grabbed as needed without having to
move too many things. Ideally, foods
should be arranged in a single layer so that
all items can be viewed at a glance. Shelves
of various depths and heights can accommodate items of different sizes. Adjustable
shelves are ideal because they can be
modified as foods change. Sliding drawers
can improve reach in cabinets.
In smaller spaces, French door-style
reach-in cabinets are convenient and flexible. In complete kitchen remodels or new
constructions, walk-in pantries offer the
most space and flexibility.
Must-have features
Pantries serve different functions in different homes. For the bulk shopper, a pantry
with plenty of room for large items will be
needed.

Lighting can be beneficial in all pantries.
Lights can improve visibility when trying
to locate items. Others prefer an outlet
for charging hand-held vacuums or other
small appliances. Counter space in the pantry enables homeowners to unload groceries directly onto pantry shelves.
For pantries located outside of the
kitchen, built-in freezers can maximize
storage possibilities, especially for those
who freeze-and-eat after bulk shopping
ventures.
Pantries are popular features that homeowners can customize depending on their
storage needs and the amount of time they
spend in their kitchens.
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Basement

remodeling tips
A basement remodeling project can
add valuable and usable space to a
home. For many years, homeowners
overlooked the potential of a basement
remodel, perhaps thinking it would not
be a smart return on investment. But
that’s no longer
the case.
The latest “Cost vs. Value” report from
Remodeling magazine says the average basement remodel can cost around
$61,000 with a 70.3 percent recoup rate.
In addition, HGTV says architects and
contractors indicate the cost of redoing
a basement is roughly one-third to onehalf less than the price of putting an addition on a home.
Before remodeling a basement, homeowners should think about how they
want to use the space. Homeowners also
must focus on some potential obstacles
in a basement that will need to be addressed so that the area can be as functional as possible.
Basements can be chilly and damp.
That means moisture issues and heating
and cooling needs must be addressed
prior to any construction. Homeowners
may have to consider the installation of
a dehumidifier and run venting through
the basement to allow for proper climate
control. If a basement takes on water, either through the walls or a concrete slab,
a professional waterproofing company
can come in and fix these issues so they
will not damage drywall and flooring
afterwards.
The presence of insects and pests also
must be addressed. Exterminators can
help homeowners figure out which insects are in their basements and how to
make the space less hospitable to these
unwelcome guests so that the room will
become comfortable for human occu-

pants.
Space is often at a premium in basements, which may contain HVAC units,
water heaters, filtration devices, ductwork, pipes, and the other appliances.
Qualified contractors can suggest solutions for cordoning off appliances and
camouflaging pipes and wires so they
won’t detract from the finished product.
However, building access panels into the
design will make it easier to service or
repair features as necessary. Homeowners also may want to wrap pipes before
drywall is installed to quiet noisy drainage pipes.
Uneven basement flooring will need
to be smoothed out and flattened before carpeting or tile can be laid down.
A self-leveling underlayment can be applied to fill in gullies, while larger crack
and holes will need to be patched.
Once the structure of the basement
is addressed, then the design work can
begin. Many professionals advise against
drop ceilings, which can take away from
ceiling height and look cheap. Basements can be dark, so the addition of
plenty of lighting can help brighten the
room. Small basement windows can be
replaced with larger ones to add more
light as well.
Homeowners can mimic built-ins and
architectural details from elsewhere in
the home so the basement is aesthetically cohesive and doesn’t seem like an
addition. Bookcases and shelving can
add valuable storage space as well. Decorate the basement with bright, neutral
colors so they make the space feel more
inviting.
With some effort and financial investment, basements can be as beautiful
and functional as other rooms in a home.

Certain structural and other issues should be addressed prior to a
basement remodel.
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3 potential trouble
signs for driveways
Though they are often easy to
overlook, driveways are durable parts
of a home that can greatly impact a
home’s curb appeal. Driveways endure
quite a bit of wear and tear over their
lifespans, and homeowners who
have not given their driveways much
thought may want to start looking for
potential trouble signs that indicate a
need for some driveway maintenance.
According to the online home
improvement resource HomeAdvisor.
com, the average cost of a driveway
installation in 2015 was just under
$3,700. Those costs are influenced by
a host of factors, including the size
of the driveway and the material it’s
made of. Damaged driveways do not
necessarily need to be replaced, as
some may just need minor repairs.
But homeowners who see any of
the following trouble signs in their
driveways may want to consult a
professional contractor to determine
what their next steps should be.
1. Potholes
Potholes might be most often
associated with heavily trafficked
roadways, but even driveways are
susceptible to potholes. As the ground
beneath the driveway expands and
contracts, the pavement above that
ground weakens and becomes more
susceptible to damage. That damage
may ultimately lead to large chunks of
the driveway breaking down, creating
holes as a result. Homeowners who
live in areas that experience heavy
snowfall may see their driveways
develop potholes after they are
shoveled or plowed. Potholes that are
not fixed may damage vehicles that
drive on the pavement, and potholes
may even expand over time.
2. Accumulation of water
Puddles that form during a
rainstorm may not be indicative of
anything other than a rainy day. But
water that pools or runs down the
middle of the driveway may indicate

drainage problems. Such problems
may be the result of structural
problems with the slope of the
driveway, which can cause bigger
issues down the road. When water
is not absorbed into the ground or
directed away from your home, it can
then flow into the house, potentially
making your garage or home
susceptible to water damage.
3. Cracks
Cracking is one of the more
noticeable issues that can plague
driveways. Many driveways
experience cracking as materials
inevitably succumb to the elements.
Driveway cracks may develop for
various reasons, including poor
initial installation. Tree roots that
grow beneath the driveway surface
may also contribute to cracking as
the driveways ultimately succumb
to the pressure created by the
growing roots. Some cracks may
prove less problematic than others,
but homeowners should still speak
with a contractor if they notice their
driveway is starting to succumb to
cracks.
Driveways may not draw the
attention of homeowners too often,
but damaged driveways that go
ignored may ultimately lead to very
costly problems.
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Items to consider
when outfitting a home gym

intensity muscle-strengthening activities, involving all major muscle groups,
in their workout regimens two or more
days per week. When constructing their
home gyms, homeowners should keep
CDC recommendations in mind so they
can enjoy as complete a workout as
possible.
The following are some items homeowners can consider when outfitting
their home gyms.
Barbells: Barbells aren’t just for biceps. Barbells can be used to work all
the major muscle groups, including
arms, chest, shoulders, legs, and back.
Purchase a set of barbells of various
weights so workouts can be varied
depending on the muscle group being
targeted.
Bench, bar and plates: A bench, bar
and plates also can be invaluable to
people who want a fitness facility-quality workout at home. Purchase plates
of various weights but remember to be
cautious with the amount of weight you
lift when no partner or spotter is present. When shopping for a bench, look
for one that can incline and decline,
which increases the range of exercises
you can perform at home.
Land line: If the gym will be in a basement or another area of the home
where access to a mobile network is
unreliable, the presence of a land line in
the room can help in the case of emergencies. Those who work out at home
will be doing so without gym staff or
other fitness enthusiasts nearby, so
the land line can be invaluable should
someone suffer an injury when exercising alone. If possible, place the land line
in the middle of the room so it’s not too
far away from any particular area.
Flooring: Homeowners have various
flooring options when outfitting their
home gyms. Carpet tiles, rubber flooring, foam flooring, and vinyl tiles are
popular options. Each has its advan-

tages and disadvantages, and the right
choice may depend on how the gym
will be used. For example, foam flooring
may be compressed under heavy equipment, which may be problematic for
homeowners who want to include lots
of equipment in their home gyms. Before considering which flooring material to lay down, write down your likely
workout routine before taking that
write-up with you to a flooring contractor who can recommend the best material for you.
Cardiovascular equipment: Homeowners don’t have to reinvent the
wheel when purchasing cardiovascular
equipment for their home gyms. If a
treadmill worked for you at the gym,
purchase one for your home gym as
well. Cardio equipment can be expensive, but savvy homeowners may be
able to find fully functional secondhand
equipment online. If you currently have
a gym membership, speak with the
owner about purchasing a used item
directly from the facility.
Outfitting a home gym requires
homeowners to give careful consideration to their workout preferences so
they can tailor their gyms to their specific needs.

Wissman
Window

& Door Plus More
Sales
Service
Installation
Entry & Storm Doors
Garage Doors &
Openers
326 South Broadway
Greenville, OH 45331
OH-70077428

H

ome gyms can make working
out more efficient, saving time
driving to a fitness facility and enabling people to stick to a workout regimen during inclement weather. Having
a gym at home also may motivate people to work out more frequently and
more effectively, as they can exercise at
any time of day they choose and won’t
need to share equipment with fellow
fitness enthusiasts.
While workouts will vary from individual to individual, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention recommend adults should combine both
aerobic and strength training to achieve
optimal health. The CDC recommends
adults do at least 150 minutes a week of
moderate-intensity aerobic activity, or
75 minutes of vigorous-intensity aerobic activity. In addition, the CDC advises
adults to include moderate- or high-

547-3365
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Essentials

for a DIY spa bathroom
Relaxing at a spa each week may be
a luxury reserved for celebrities and
socialites. For many people, a day spa
is a treat enjoyed on special occasions
or while on vacation. However, home
bathrooms can be designed to provide
the same types of amenities offered at
day spas right in the comfort of one’s
home.
The American Psychological Association says that money, work and the
future of the country are particularly
strong stressors today. Eighty percent
of workers feel stress on the job and
learning how to manage stress is a top
concern, according to the American In-

stitute of Stress. Creating a Zen-like retreat at home can help alleviate stress
and improve health.
Homeowners whose renovation
plans include turning a bathroom into
a spa oasis will need to choose which
features they desire most. These suggestions can spur on more ideas to
create the
ideal retreat.
Soaker bathtub: There’s something
to be said about a luxurious soak in a
tub. Tubs come in different sizes and
shapes, like the highly recognizable
clawfoot tub and other freestanding
units. These types of tubs, as well as

Did you know?
Home improvement projects can inadvertently expose
homeowners to hidden dangers. For example, lead paint
may be lurking underneath layers of existing paint in
older homes. Exposure to lead dust or fumes may cause
brain damage or other adverse health effects, especially in
children or pregnant women. It is essential that homeowners
control their exposure to lead or other hazardous
substances through the use of protective equipment, such
as a properly fitted respirator. If lead is discovered, it may
require professional containment and cleanup. Contact your
local health authority if you discover or suspect you have
discovered lead paint or other hazardous materials in your
home.
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Plenty of
natural light
and luxurious
amenities can
contribute to
a relaxing spa
experience
at home.

corner tubs, can offer deep-seated luxury by way of a relaxing and restorative
soak. Pair with scented bath bombs or
salts for a true
spa experience.
Steam shower: Steam showers are
self-enclosed units that feature generators that deliver steam through
steam heads. The steam fills the space
and can help a person unwind before
a refreshing shower or bath. According to the retailer Modern Bathroom®,
modern steam showers come with
digital controls, which makes it easy for
users to activate the shower, adjust the
length of time that the shower will operate and adjust temperature controls.
Extra features like music, mood lighting and aromatherapy can be included
as well.
Heated floors: Heated floors provide
the utmost in comfort when stepping out of the bath or shower. They
can warm the room and make using
the space more comfortable in cold
weather.
Vessel sinks: A vessel sink typically
features a bowl or basin that looks like
it was placed on
top of the vanity. Vessel sinks
can elevate the ambiance in
spa bathrooms.
Plush towels and robes: In addition
to fixtures and other functional components of the bath, linens are key. Soft-

spun Egyptian or Turkish cotton towels
and robes are a must-have luxury for
the full spa experience.
Comfortable seat: A bench or chair
nestled by a bathroom window is the
perfect spot for pedicures or catching
up on some light reading.
Natural light: Skylights or privacyensuring windows are a must to create
a relaxing space close
to nature.
A spa bathroom at home is within
reach. With a few touches, any bathroom can be transformed into a luxurious oasis.
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Refresh your home’s
appeal with furniture paint
(MS) — Furniture, bookcases, cabinets,
and doors present opportunities to add
or change color throughout a home.
Woodcraft offers an extensive line of
furniture paint, tools and supplies necessary for successful painting projects. In
addition, Woodcraft retail store associates
are always ready to help customers, and
extensive how-to material is a click away
at woodcraft.com.
Lori Harper, Woodcraft public relations
manager and blogger, offers some advice about updating a kitchen: “Painting
kitchen cabinets is a big job, but it can
transform the look of your kitchen at a
fraction of the cost of new cabinets. It may
sound daunting, but breaking it down
into bite-size steps can take away the fear
factor.”
To read her project blog, visit Woodworking Adventures on Woodcraft.com
and search for “Kitchen Cabinet Conundrum.”
Paint & Color Selection
Three easy-to-use and easy-to-mix
paints are:
• Black Dog Salvage Furniture Paint is a
water-based, low-VOC, matte finish paint
for indoor use that requires only cleanup
before painting, except in the case of
chips and scratches, and adheres to wood,
metal, glass, ceramics, and plastic.
• General Finishes Milk Paints are premixed water-based acrylic paints suitable
for a variety of interior or exterior applications from furniture to crafts.
• General Finishes Gel Stains are heavybodied gels formulated to flow evenly for
consistent color control.
Before you pick up a paint brush, consider which colors are best for the area
you plan to refresh. Choices will need to
complement wall color and colors of other
pieces or accents in a room. Two handy
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Painting cabinets with General Finishes
Seagull Gray Milk Paint and Pitch Black
Glaze Effects gave this kitchen a more
modern, yet welcoming farmhouse look.

color guides are the 36-page General Finishes Milk Paint Fan Deck and the Black
Dog Salvage Furniture Paint Color Recipes
(available for download as a free PDF on
Woodcraft.com).
For more than just a change of color,
consider creating decorative effects, such
as distressing, antiquing, faux marble, or
rag rolling. Choose General Finishes Pearl
Effects to make it easier to create specialty
finishes.
Repair
If furniture, cabinets and other surfaces
need repair prior to painting, the Mohawk
PermaFill Wood Touch-Up and Repair
System is an easy answer. Just pop in a
color cartridge (six color families available), power on the battery-operated
dispenser, aim, fill and level this durable
repair. Briwax ChaiRX is perfect to fix loose
parts in chairs. Drill a small hole, inject
ChaiRX, and in 12 hours the thin unique
formulation will penetrate the wood cells
and permanently swell the joints and
bond them together. Visit https://youtu.
be/iWMu6OKyOUE to watch a video that
demonstrates these products.
For more extensive repairs, use the Kreg
Orbital Sander and the Norton 5” Random
Jig R3 Kit to reinforce weak parts with
Orbital Sander are other good choices. For
pocket holes and avoid complete disassanding with hand power, the Preppin’
sembly of your project.
Weapon Sanding Block Kit and Norton
41⁄2” x 51⁄2” SoftTouch Sanding Sponges
Clean and Prep
are handy helpers.
Use Krud Kutter TSP Substitute to remove dirt, grease, smoke, mildew, food
Application & Topcoat
stains, crayon, wax, and more from surIf spraying is your preference,
faces to be painted so paint will adhere
HOMERIGHT Finish Max Fine Finish and
better. For sanding chores associated
HOMERIGHT Super Finish Max HVLP
with painting, consider the Porter-Cable
Restorer Handheld Drum Sander with at- Sprayers are easy to use on everything
tachments, which is designed to remove from furniture to fences with oil- and
water-based products such as chalk-style
paint and finish from wood, brick and fiberglass, as well as remove rust and polish paint, latex paint, milk paint, enamels,
primers, polyurethanes, stains, and varmetal. The Porter-Cable 382 5” Random

nishes. Large and Small Spray Shelters
make painting furniture easier.
For painting by hand, Black Dog Salvage
Furniture Paint Round Brushes, made
from both natural and synthetic bristles,
and Redtree Matey Synthetic Bristle
Brushes work well.
Give paint extra protection with Black
Dog Salvage Guard Dog and Show Dog
Topcoats and General Finishes Gel and
High Performance Polyurethane Topcoats.
To learn more about these and other
products, visit your local Woodcraft store,
call (800) 535-4482 or visit www.Woodcraft.com.
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Autumn

is prime time to tend lawns and gardens

A

utumn is gardening season. That
statement may not seem right
to those who think of the spring
as the peak time to care for lawns and
gardens. However, autumn is an ideal
time to get into the garden and ensure
that flowers, trees and garden beds will
over-winter successfully.
A number of things make autumn
a prime gardening season. The cooler
days of fall enable gardeners to spend
ample time outdoors without the threat
of blazing heat. In addition, soil harbors
a lot of residual warmth in autumn. Also,
the colder temperatures haven’t yet
arrived in autumn, nor have the leaves
completely fallen, making fall a prime
time to assess what’s already in the

landscape, what needs pruning back and
where to address planting for
next year.
Gardening enthusiasts can focus their
attention on these areas this fall.
Pamper perennials. As annuals and
perennials start to fall back, mark the
spots where perennials are located so
they can be easily identified later on.
This way, when planning spots for spring
bulbs or other spring layouts for next
year, perennials won’t be overlooked or
covered over.
Prune shrubs. Look at shrubs
and trees and cut out dead or
diseased wood.

Mums are
perennials.
When properly
planted and
cared for, they
can bloom
every autumn.

Clean up borders. Weed and tidy up
borders and lawn edging.
Install pavers or rock wall. Embrace
the cooler temperatures to work on
labor-intensive projects, such as putting
in a garden bed, retaining wall or
walkway.

(937) 548-1151
OH-70076510

5155 Children’s Home-Bradford Rd., Greenville, OH
www.koenigequipment.com

Consider mums. Chrysanthemum
plants are perennials. While they
look beautiful in pots, if planted,
maintained and winterized, they can
bloom every fall.

Fertilize the lawn. Fertilizing in
autumn helps ensure grass will stay
Remove spent summer veggies. Take healthy throughout the winter.
Add mulch and compost to the
out vegetable garden plants that have
garden.
Replenish spent soil with mulch
already bloomed and borne fruit. Tidy
and
compost
so garden beds will be
up vegetable gardens and start to sow
revitalized
for
spring planting.
cooler weather plants, such as onions,
garlic, beans, and sweet peas.
Prune hedges. Tidy up hedges, as they
Rake and compost. Rake the leaves
and gather grass clippings to add to the won’t be growing much more this year.
compost pile.
Clean and store equipment. Clean,
sharpen and oil all equipment, storing
Plant spring bulbs. Get tulips and
other spring bulbs ready for planting so lawn and garden tools properly so they
are ready for spring and not lying out all
they’ll burst with color next year.
winter.
Autumn may not seem like gardening
Dig up herbs. Relocate herbs like
season, but there are plenty of lawn and
parsley or basil to indoor gardens.
Otherwise, strip all leaves and freeze for garden tasks to tend to during this time
storage during winter.
of year.
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Budgeting home
improvement projects

when choosing and applying mulch
Homeowners may associate mulch
with springtime lawn and garden
care, but mulching in fall can benefit a
lawn as well. According to the Morton
Arboretum in Illinois, mulch protects
roots against extreme temperatures, and
not just those associated with summer
heat waves.
Mulch is often connected with its
ability to help soil retain moisture during
especially warm times of the year, when
mulch promotes strong roots that can
help lawns and plants survive periods
of extreme heat. But when applied in
the fall, mulch also inhibits freezing
and thawing in winter, reducing the
likelihood that plants will be injured.
While applying mulch in fall can be
beneficial to lawns, homeowners should
first consider a few factors.
Timing: The Morton Arboretum notes
that mulch being applied as winter
protection should not be applied too
early in the fall, as doing so may delay
the soil freezing process. Homeowners
should wait until after a hard frost in
the fall to apply winter mulch. In many
places, hard frost will not appear until
late fall.
Texture: The Morton Arboretum
recommends medium-textured mulch.
Fine particles may pack down and retain

moisture that will evaporate before it
reaches the plant roots. Materials that
are too coarse may be incapable of
holding sufficient amounts of water to
benefit the soil.
Nutrients: Humus is an organic
component of soil that forms when
leaves and other plant materials
decompose. Organic mulches provide
humus and decompose over time,
adding nutrients into the soil. The
Morton Arboretum recommends that
homeowners use organic mulch that
was composted or treated prior to
application so any weeds, insects or
microorganisms are killed.
Application: Correct application of
the mulch is essential. Applying too
much mulch can adversely affect lawns,
plants and soil. In addition, excessive
application can cause decay and make
lawns and plants more vulnerable to
disease. Homeowners uncertain about
when and how to apply mulch in the fall
can consult with a lawn care professional
to devise a plan that ensures their lawns
and gardens hold up against winter
weather.
Mulch may be widely associated with
spring lawn care, but applying mulch in
the fall can benefit lawns and gardens as
well.

BARGA

HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION, INC
5419 St. Rt. 49, Greenville 937.548.3645 www.bargahtgac.com

OH-70076509

Factors to consider

Home improvements can add value and aesthetic appeal to a home.
However, to reap the rewards of a remodeled room, home addition or any
home improvement project, homeowners will have to invest both their money
and their time. Establishing a project budget can be helpful and prevent
overspending. According to Visually, a marketing information service, nearly
half of the homeowners surveyed said the cost of their renovation projects did
not exceed their budgets. However, more than one-third of those surveyed
reported going over budget on their projects. To keep costs down, consider
hiring a contractor. He or she will have industry contacts and may be able
to get materials at a lower cost. While you will pay for labor, working with a
contractor greatly reduces both the time spent on the project and the risk of
costly mistakes being made. In addition, think about the way you finance the
renovations. Industry experts have found that homeowners who finance their
home improvement projects with lines of credit end up spending more money
on average than those who use their savings to fund projects. While it may be
tempting to take out a line of credit for a home improvement project, spending
only money you already have may be the more responsible route to take.
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Let locations
inspire design

H

omeowners looking to add flair
to their homes can find inspiration anywhere. Style can even be
tailored to reflect places homeowners
have visited.
Whether they call to mind the narrow
streets of London, the sand-bleached
beaches of a Caribbean island or the
urban buzz of New York City, designs
can reflect one’s travels and evoke some
of the same feelings homeowners got
when visiting their favorite places. Professional interior designers often pull inspiration from unique places, and so can
homeowners who love to travel.
Those who want to illustrate their wanderlust through their home’s decor can
consider these tips.
Work with colors
Think about the colors that signify a
particular locale and bring those hues
into the space. The color palettes of
the beach, for example, include grays,
beiges, blues, and greens. The popular-

ity of gray-tone neutrals allows homeowners to bring in these colors as a
neutral backdrop, and then add a splash
of whimsy with a few decorative accents.
Try natural materials
Vacation hotspots like Hawaii, Southern
California and other areas of the Pacific
tend to put heavy emphasis on natural
materials. Items like bamboo, sea grass,
stones, and woven baskets can invite
the outdoors into a home.
Embrace the vibe
Urban centers are awash in energy and
color. This spirit can be reflected with
modern architecture, bold prints, metallic accents, and innovative lighting.
Pick an inspiration piece
Homeowners can direct their focus to
one particular memento from a vacation
or excursion. A vivid piece of artwork, a
piece of furniture, a sculpture, or even a

wardrobe element can serve as a catalyst for an entire room. Use this piece to
match colors and textures.
Remember, to evoke the spirit of an area

when decorating, keep it subtle. Too
many details or over-the-top replication
might seem like one is dressing a stage
set rather than his or her home.

Quiet home noise with soundproofing
Many people want their homes to be comfortable, relaxing retreats. While much thought will be given to layout
and decor, the noises in and around a house also can affect
how enjoyable a space is or isn’t.
Certain offenders are driving up the noise levels in homes.
New building materials that are lighter than those used
in the past can make it easier for noise to travel between
rooms. In addition, open floor plans make it easy for noise
to travel from room to room, while handheld personal
devices can make rooms noisy. Homeowners who want
more peace and quiet in their home can take the following
steps.

Beef up dense materials
Heavy curtains, fluffy furniture and thick carpets can make
rooms quieter because they help absorb sound waves.
Such items and materials also can help prevent echoes.
Bare walls and floors will only make sounds bounce
around.

Add more drywall
Homeowners may not be able to add walls of sturdy brick
to block sounds, but they can add more drywall in noisy
rooms. Consider adding more drywall to a library or reading nook. The home improvement resource HomeLogic
notes that drywall can be used to isolate noisy rooms, such
as those where kids practice playing musical instruments.

Fix squeaky floors
Wood floors can shrink and expand, leading to movement
and the development of squeaky areas. By fixing squeaky
floors, homeowners can reduce noise created when people walk through their homes.
Soundproofing a home can be a relatively easy and effective DIY project.

Seal holes and cracks
Noises from outside can sneak around gaps in windows,
doors and siding. Making sure gaps are sealed will not only
make a home more energy efficient, but also help block
out some exterior noises.
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Protect your home
(and more) from winter’s freeze

F

reezing temperatures may be
good for ice skating or building
snowmen, but sub-freezing temperatures can be dangerous for the average person and his or her home.
Cold weather often leaves people
scurrying to do whatever is necessary
to safeguard themselves from the big
chill. But it’s important homeowners also protect their homes in cold
weather.
Plumbing
Plumbing and pipes may be vulnerable to cold weather. Frozen pipes may
burst and cause substantial damage to
a home, potentially causing flooding
and structural damage.
Homeowners should disconnect
and drain garden hoses before winter
arrives. Water to outdoor hose bibs
should be turned off, though the valves
on these outdoor faucets should be left
open to drain. Also, outdoor faucets can
be covered with insulating foam covers.
The Red Cross says pipes that freeze
most frequently include pipes in unheated areas, such as basements, attics,
garages, and crawl spaces. Close vents
to the outside in areas like attics and

and it may take some time for new fuel
to arrive in the midst of a cold snap.
As a precaution, homeowners can rely
on portable space heaters to fill in the
heating gaps during freezing temperatures. Exercise extreme caution with
these devices, turning them off when
leaving the room and remembering to
avoid overloading outlets.

and remove water from other items
where water can freeze and cause damage. Inspect roofing prior to the snowy
season, but stay off roofs during freezing weather.
Remove snow shovels and other
winter gear from storage and make
sure the items are easily accessible during snowstorms.
Winter’s bite can be severe. Homeowners can protect themselves and
their properties when the freeze sets in.

basements to limit the amount of cold
air that gets indoors. Think about insu- Protect outside
lating unheated areas, as well as using Drain birdbaths, clean out downspouts
pipe sleeves, heat tape or wraps on exposed pipes.
By opening kitchen and bathroom
cabinet doors, homeowners can allow
warm air from a home to reach pipes
under the sink. During extreme freezes,
keep cold water dripping from a sink to
According to a survey of its users, the home improvement resource
prevent pipes from freezing.
HomeAdvisor found that the average kitchen remodeling project
Service HVAC systems
took six weeks to complete. While some homeowners might be turned
It’s important to ensure that heating
off by the prospect of having little or no access to their kitchens for
systems are working properly prior to
more than a month, HomeAdvisor warns that the length of time it
the cold-weather season. It may only
takes to complete a kitchen remodeling project depends on a host
take hours for the interior of a home to
of factors, including the scope of the project. Some homeowners
reach dangerously low temperatures
reported to HomeAdvisor that their projects lasted for several
without adequate heat. Homeowners
should schedule annual checkups of
months, though those projects required extensive work, including
furnaces and hot water heaters. Inspect
moving walls and rearranging plumbing. Others who only replaced
the heat exchanger for cracks, install a
the flooring and countertops in their kitchens were back in business
clean air filter and make sure all therin just three weeks. Homeowners should always receive a projected
mostats are working properly.
completion date when soliciting estimates from contractors. But it’s
Have fuel ready
also important that homeowners plan for unforeseen problems that
Homeowners who heat their homes
may arise during the project, thereby extending the length of time
with oil, wood or coal should make sure
necessary to complete it.
they have plenty of fuel on hand in advance of winter. Shortages can occur,

Did you know?
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Improve privacy
and security at home
Living in close proximity to one’s
neighbors has its benefits. But many
homeowners would no doubt admit
that privacy at home is a good thing.
Whether homeowners are enjoying
their yard in spring or summer or simply want their in-home activities to be
less obvious to neighbors, their privacy
is a year-round concern. If privacy is a
concern, homeowners can take certain
steps to ensure their homes stay or
become the sanctuaries they were designed to be.
Window treatments and frosting
Windows allow natural light to enter
a home, but windows also enable
neighbors and others to see into a
home. If thieves are the ones looking
inside, wide open windows present a
security issue. Window treatments are
an effective way to add privacy to a
home. Closing curtains or blinds limits
others’ ability to see inside the house.
Switch to more opaque window treatments when using interior lighting
more often, as gossamer draperies may
still make it possible for outsiders to
understand what’s going on inside the
home if people and items are backlit.
For those who do not want to compromise natural light, frosted windows
can satisfy a desire for privacy. Windows can be purchased with frosting in
place, and home improvement retailers
sell various products that can create a
frosted look.
Fencing and perimeter plantings
Privet hedge, arborvitae or Italian
cypress are fast-growing evergreens
that provide privacy around a home for
homeowners who do not want to install traditional fencing. These trees also
provide a natural habitat for various
yard animals. Layering various plants of
different heights and textures also can
create a more natural and less imposing
look.
Fencing remains a viable option to
create privacy and stop noise pollution.
Privacy fences come in various materials, colors and sizes, enabling home-

owners to choose styles that fit their
landscapes.
Pergolas and enclosed patios
Homeowners who like to entertain
outdoors may want to make their outdoor living spaces more private. Pergolas allow light to filter through but
obstruct direct view of patio activity,
especially when combined with some
gauzy draperies hanging on the sides.
An enclosed patio or three-season
room can be a worthwhile addition
for homeowners who like to enjoy
the great outdoors without being in
the elements or on display for neighbors. Structures vary from screened-in
porches to greenhouses to removable
gazebos. Potted plants or trailing vines
can soften the structural edges and
help the privacy devices blend in with
the natural surroundings.
Personal tactics
Homeowners who do not want their
neighbors or others knowing what
they’re up to in their free time can limit
what they share through photos and
descriptions on social media. Doing so
also cuts down on neighbors’ curiosity.

Fencing and well-placed
plantings can improve
privacy for homeowners
who desire it.

Budgeting home improvement projects
Home improvements can add value and aesthetic appeal to a home. However, to reap the rewards of a remodeled
room, home addition or any home improvement project, homeowners will have to invest both their money and
their time. Establishing a project budget can be helpful and prevent overspending. According to Visually, a
marketing information service, nearly half of the homeowners surveyed said the cost of their renovation projects
did not exceed their budgets. However, more than one-third of those surveyed reported going over budget on
their projects. To keep costs down, consider hiring a contractor. He or she will have industry contacts and may be
able to get materials at a lower cost. While you will pay for labor, working with a contractor greatly reduces both
the time spent on the project and the risk of costly mistakes being made. In addition, think about the way you
finance the renovations. Industry experts have found that homeowners who finance their home improvement
projects with lines of credit end up spending more money on average than those who use their savings to fund
projects. While it may be tempting to take out a line of credit for a home improvement project, spending only
money you already have may be the more responsible route to take.

FALL HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Daily Advocate

How to employ

Put away nonessential items. Staging
helps homeowners create dream spaces.
Coffeemakers, backpacks hanging on the
wall and dishes in the drainboard may
be part of daily living, but they can make
it hard for buyers to see a home’s potential. Store such items before holding an
open house.

staging to impress buyers

H

omeowners must consider a variety of factors when putting their
homes on the market. One of the
more important things to remember is
the benefits of making a strong first impression on prospective buyers. That’s
why many homeowners rely on staging
when selling their homes.
Staging requires more than just clearing out clutter or baking a batch of
cookies to create a welcoming aroma.
Staging helps potential buyers visualize
the potential of a home and see themselves owning and living in the property.
While homeowners can effectively stage
their own homes, sometimes it is well
worth the investment to call in a professional designer or stager. Stagers often
work their magic on vacant properties

or those that have been sitting on the
market awhile. A stager conducts careful
research into the market of a particular
area and learns about the neighborhood
before deciding how to appeal to likely
buyers. For example, when staging a
coastal home, a stager may go with nautical themes and create the impression
of a relaxing and laid-back property for
entertaining by the beach.
Certain rules should be followed when
staging a home. Furniture, decor and
other amenities in the home should not
detract from the house itself. Instead,
such items should complement the
architecture and feel of the space. Here
are some additional staging suggestions.
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Maximize lighting. Whenever possible,
take down or open window treatments
to display architectural moldings and let
in as much natural light as possible.
Remove personal effects. Homeowners
are urged to replace personal photographs with neutral artwork and remove
other decorative items that reflect their
personalities. As an example, an avid
outdoorsman probably will want to
remove hunting trophies. The goal is to
help buyers see themselves in the home,
and that can be difficult if existing residents’ personal effects are everywhere.

Did you know?

Outdoor remodels and landscaping projects can add valuable curb
appeal to homes. The National Association of Realtors and the
National Association of Landscape Professionals agree that certain
projects offer significant returns when selling a home. The NAR
says these are the 10 most appealing outdoor features to buyers.
• Standard lawn care
• Sod lawn
• Overall landscape upgrade • Seed lawn
• New patio
• Outdoor firepit
• New wood deck
• Outdoor fireplace
• Softscaping
• New pool
OH-70076374

Opt for neutral colors and furnishings.
Use neutral taupe and gray paint to keep
homes prime for buyers. Homeowners
who have more eclectic or colorful tastes
can put their items in storage and rent
neutral furnishings until the home sells.
Staging can improve the chances that a
house sells quickly. Staging helps potential buyers see themselves in the space
without distractions from the previous
owners’ decorating or belongings.
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Clean indoor air

can help reduce asthma attacks

D

id you know that, according to
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, more than
25 million Americans, including roughly
seven million children, have asthma? It’s
true, and those numbers have steadily
risen in recent years.
Asthma is more than occasional
wheezing or feeling out of breath during physical activity. Asthma is chronic
and can lead to coughing, wheezing,
shortness of breath, fast breathing, and
chest tightness, states the Asthma and
Allergy Foundation of America. In the
21st century, people spend significant
time indoors at home, school or work,
and indoor air environments could be
triggers for asthma. Improving indoor
air quality can help people breathe
clearly. The AAFA notes that the following agents can adversely affect indoor

air quality, potentially triggering asthma
attacks.
Allergens
Allergens such as mold, dust mites, pet
dander and fur, and waste from insects
or rodents thrive in many homes. Ensuring indoor air quality is high can cut
back on the amount of allergens in the
air. People with asthma can invest in an
air purifier and vacuum regularly, being
sure to use a HEPA-equipped appliance.
Routinely replacing HVAC system filters
can help prevent allergens from blowing around the house. Also, frequent
maintenance of HVAC systems will ensure they are operating safely and not
contributing to poor indoor air quality.
Mold can be mitigated by reducing
moisture in a home. Moist environments in the kitchen and bathroom may

2 Locations

www.kernsfireplace.com

Celina
Lima
5217 Tama Rd 4147 Elida Rd
419-363-2230 419-224-4656
Carlton 46

OH-70077537

Outdoor Fireplaces • Spas • Heaters • Stoves
• Logs • Indoor Fireplaces • Gas Grills

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS OVER 40YRS

promote
mold growth. Ventilation is key to keep
mold at bay.
Tobacco smoke
Thirdhand smoke, or THS, may be unfamiliar to many people. A 2011 report
published in Environmental Health Perspectives says THS is an invisible combination of gases and particles that can
cling to clothing, cushions, carpeting,
and other materials long after secondhand smoke has cleared from a room.
Studies have indicated that residual nicotine levels can be found in house dust
where people smoke or once smoked.
Studies have indicated that smoke compounds can adsorb onto surfaces and
then desorb back into air over time.
Keeping tobacco smoke out of a home
can improve indoor air quality and personal health.
VOCs
Volatile organic compounds, or VOCs,
are gases released from commonly used
products. These can include paints and
varnishes, cleaning supplies, air fresheners, new furniture, and new carpet.
People with asthma may find that VOCs
can trigger attacks. Airing out items,
reducing usage of products that are
heavily scented and choosing low- or noVOC products can help. Making cleaning
products from baking soda, vinegar and
liquid oil soap also can keep indoor air
quality high.

Homeowners who plan to renovate
their homes can consider using the appropriate specifications for HVAC systems to promote good indoor air, as well
as address any other potential problems
that may be compromising indoor air
quality.
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Questions to ask

5 weekend
projects to
try now

before embracing DIY
Home improvement projects are as
popular as ever. In its 2017 True Cost
Survey, the home improvement site
HomeAdvisor found that, between February 2016 and February 2017, homeowners spent an average of just over
$5,000 on home projects. That marked
a nearly $1,900 increase from the year
prior, indicating that homeowners are
increasingly opening their wallets to
transform their homes.
In addition to spending money to
improve their homes, many homeowners are spending their time on projects
as well. While DIY projects can provide
a sense of fulfillment and personal attachment to one’s home, prospective
do-it-yourselfers should ask themselves
some questions before picking up their
hammers and getting to work.
Do I have any physical limitations?
No matter how much home improvement television shows may simplify
projects, prospective DIYers should
know that such undertakings are typically very difficult and oftentimes physically demanding. Homeowners with
existing health conditions or other
physical limitations may not be capable
of performing certain tasks or may need
to take frequent breaks, which can
delay projects.

Do I have the time?
Many home improvement projects
require a significant amount of time to
complete. Homeowners whose time
is already stretched thin with commitments to work and/or family may not
be able to complete projects within a
reasonable amount of time. That’s fine
if working on a part of the home that
won’t affect daily life, but can prove
stressful or problematic if the project
is in a room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, that residents of the home use
each day. Novice DIYers should be especially honest with themselves about the
time they have available to work on the
project, as such homeowners are bound
to experience a few time-consuming
missteps along the way.
Can I afford it?
While DIY might seem more affordable than hiring a contractor, that’s not
necessarily true. Novice DIYers may
need to buy or rent tools, costs that can
add up. Contractors already have the
tools necessary to begin and complete
projects, so the cost savings of DIY
might not be as significant as homeowners think. Before going the DIY
route, homeowners should solicit estimates from contractors, comparing the
estimates to how much a project will
cost if homeowners do it themselves.
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Can I go it alone?
Many home improvement projects
require more than one set of hands,
and it’s risky and even foolish for firsttime DIYers to assume they can begin
a project and see it through to completion entirely on their own. Homeowners
whose spouses, partners, friends, or
relatives are willing to chip in may think
that’s enough. However, the DIY skills of
those who volunteer may be a mystery
until the project begins. Novice DIYers
should enlist the help of a friend or family member with home improvement
experience. If no such person is available, it may be wise to hire a contractor
instead.
Home improvement projects may
seem simple on television. But prospective do-it-yourselfers must make honest
assessments of their skills, time and
budgets before taking on a DIY project.

Home improvement projects range
from major construction overhauls like
bathroom remodeling jobs to smaller
renovations that may entail something
as minor as painting the walls. Smaller
projects can often be conquered in
a typical weekend but still provide a
strong sense of accomplishment. The
following are five projects tailor-made
for weekend warriors.
1. Improve storage in the entryway.
Home entryways are the first places
many people drop mail, shed their shoes
and toss their keys upon arriving home.
As a result, entryways can quickly be
overrun with clutter. Storage solutions
can include putting in a desk or hutch
with baskets underneath to store
umbrellas and backpacks. Or hang a
coat rack and create a shoe rack to store
shoes until the time comes to leave the
house once again.
2. Shed new light. Add some design
appeal to your home by replacing an old
lighting fixture with something more
modern. Such a task is relatively easy,
and you need not possess the skills of a
trained electrician.
3. Add molding for a finishing touch.
Dress up spaces with crown molding or
a decorative chair rail that goes around
a room. You can even use molding to
frame new or existing artwork. Find a
molding style that complements the
architectural style.
4. Update hardware in the bath
and kitchen. Switch the handles, draw
pulls and knobs on cabinetry with new
hardware. The time commitment is
practically nil, but you might just give
rooms a whole new feel.
5. Patch and paint walls. Spend a
weekend filling in holes left behind by
since-removed wall hangings. If the
patches dry quickly, paint over them.
If not, resolve to do your patchwork
one weekend and paint the ensuing
weekend.
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Expand living

spaces with clever ideas
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Homeowners looking to add more
space to their homes do not necessarily
need to make major renovations. They
simply have to see the possibilities in
outdoor living spaces.
Outdoor living spaces are coveted
niches in a home. The American Home
Furnishings Alliance says more than 70
percent of American households have
outdoor living spaces, and nearly 70 percent of people use these spaces at least
once per week in-season. Furthermore,
homeowners are increasingly interested
in enhancing these spaces to make them
more usable and comfortable.
A recent survey from the online home
design and remodeling resource Houzz
found that more than 4,500 users were
planning a landscape update. In addition, 56 percent of homeowners surveyed were making updates to improve
their yards for entertaining.
While the creation of outdoor living
spaces can cost thousands of dollars depending on the renovation, homeowners have more budget-friendly options
at their disposal as well. The following
are some ways to create inviting spaces
no matter how much square-footage is
present.
Revamp a garage or shed
Rather than turning a storage area into
a catch-all for items time forgot, clean
out the space and put it to better use.
For instance, kids may appreciate their
own clubhouse away from the main living area. These spaces also can be handy
bonus rooms for when Mother Nature
doesn’t cooperate and backyard guests
need to seek shelter. Wall art, curtains,
a pendant light, and some comfortable outdoor-compatible furniture can
quickly transform a space.
Create a relaxing nook
Whether there’s a ledge, overhang,
small terrace, or porch off the house,
turn it into a relaxing area for reading a
book or sipping a beverage. Use a few
outdoor pillows, pull up a small folding

table and dress the area with hanging
lights and potted plants for a quiet retreat.
Add privacy to a porch
If it’s privacy you covet, install curtain
rods and hang lightweight mesh or another translucent material that obscures
neighbors’ views without blocking out
natural light. Invest in outdoor sofas
and chaises to create an outdoor living
room right on the porch. If your budget
allows, consider closing in the porch as a
true three-season room so it can be used
throughout fall, spring and summer.
Outdoor living spaces are booming
and highly achieveable, and many such
spaces need not be expensive.
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How to prepare

your lawn and garden for winter
Leaving leaves on the lawn once they
start to fall in great numbers makes it
hard for grass blades to breathe, and
the leaves can block moisture from
reaching the soil, which needs water
to maintain strong roots. In addition,
potentially harmful pathogens can
breed on damp leaves left on a lawn,
and such bacteria can cause significant
damage to the turf over time.

Mulch leaves
Falling leaves are a telltale sign that
winter is coming. In lieu of raking
leaves as they begin to fall, homeowners can mulch them into their lawns.
Scotts®, an industry leader in lawn
care, notes that mulching leaves is a
great way for homeowners to recycle
a natural resource and enrich the soil
of their lawns. While it might not be
possible to mulch fallen leaves in late
autumn when they begin to fall en
masse, doing so in the early stages of
fall should be possible so long as the
lawn is not being suffocated. Scotts®
recommends mulching the leaves to
dime-size pieces to a point where half
an inch of grass can be seen through
the mulched leaf layer.

Apply a winterizing fertilizer
Winterizing fertilizers can help lawns
store food they need to survive
through winter and also can help them
bounce back strong in spring. Such
fertilizers are typically formulated for
cool-season grasses such as fescue
and bluegrass and are often best applied after the final cut of fall. Warmseason grasses go dormant in winter,
so homeowners whose lawns contain
these types of grasses won’t want to
apply a winterizing fertilizer. Homeowners who don’t know which type
of grass they have or are concerned
about when to apply a winterizing fertilizer should consult with a lawncare
professional before fertilizing.

Remove annuals from the garden.
Annuals won’t be coming back in
spring, so it’s best to remove ones that
are no longer producing from the garden before the arrival of winter. Doing
so can prevent the onset of fungal
diseases that may adversely affect the
garden in spring.
Fall is the perfect time for homeowners who spend months making their
lawns and gardens as lush as possible
inter weather can be harsh.
to take steps to prepare such areas for
Homeowners who spend much
Rake leaves as they start to fall more potentially harsh winter weather.
of the year tending to their
heavily
lawns and gardens may worry that
winter will undo all of their hard work. Once leaves begin to fall more heavily, rake them up and add them to
Though homeowners cannot do anycompost piles. The resource Gardenthing to prevent snow, wind and ice
ingKnowHow.com notes composting
from affecting their properties, they
leaves creates a dark, rich and organic
can take various steps to prepare their matter that can add nutrients to garlawns and gardens for whatever winter den soil and loosen compacted earth.
has in store.

W
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Construction
Quick Tip: Ask
your builder
about disasterresilient
materials
(MS) — Segments of the homebuilding industry indicate they are
up to the challenge of improving
occupant safety. This is welcomed
assurance seeing that weather
extremes now seemingly occur
in every season and are bringing
far more intensified blasts of
wind, rain, heat, drought, ice and
snow. Did you know that owning
a stronger, safer, impact-resilient
house — and one that requires far
less energy consumption to heat
and cool — is already possible
due to advancements in greenconstruction technology? For a
decade and more, eco-conscious
homeowners have been opting
for a concrete wall-building
system to replace standard wood
framing. Called the ICF system,
these insulated concrete forms
are preassembled before reaching
the construction site. Instead of
the lengthy process of building a
wood frame, ICFs interlock (like
Lego) to assemble a rock-solid
envelope. According to Nudura, a
leading innovator in this field, the
immediate homeowner benefits
are as follows: you get impactresistance from wind up to 250
miles per hour; a fire-resistance
rate up to four hours; a greater
sound barrier for more peace and
quiet inside; energy cost-savings
up to 50 percent; a home with even
temperatures in every room; and
thanks to far less wood everywhere
causing mold and toxins, occupant
breathing is cleaner and easier. The
material planned for your walls is
a decision to be made early in the
process and more information is
available online at nudura.com.
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Get your home fall- and winter-ready
with 5 simple projects
(MS) — If boots, a warm hat and a
tuned-up snow blower are the only
items on your winter preparation list,
your home maintenance plan may
need a makeover. These simple home
maintenance projects can help lower
your energy bills, prevent more costly
repairs and/or increase the lifespan of
your home.
1. Heating & Ventilation — Examine your fireplace and chimney system
to ensure that no soot or creosote has
collected. Any cracks or voids could
potentially cause a fire. Before you
turn the furnace or boiler on, replace
the air filter and hire a professional
to inspect the unit more thoroughly.
These steps will improve the efficiency
and life of your furnace and will ensure
stable indoor air quality.
2. Seal Windows and Doors — If
not properly sealed, windows and
doors can be a major culprit for heat
loss. To keep the warm air inside, inspect the weather-stripping around
your home’s windows and doors for
leaks, rot or decay. Repair or replace
structural framing, and caulk inside
and out, if necessary.
3. Insulate well — One of the
easiest and most effective defenses
against heat loss is proper insulation.
Prevent cold drafts from entering
and the loss of heated air through
basement headers, which, when left
exposed, can make your furnace work
harder. Look for a moisture-resistant
product offering high thermal performance, such as Roxul Comfortbatt
insulation. This type of mineral wool
insulation makes installation simple.
All that’s needed is a serrated blade or
bread knife. Cut the batt to fit the cavity and press into place. The insulation
will help improve energy efficiency as
soon as it’s in place and provide savings over the lifetime of your home.
Comfortbatt can also be used to top or
replace old attic insulation. Aim for an
R-50 or a depth of 16 inches.
4. Backyard Care — Save your

property from potential damage by
trimming overgrown trees and shrubs
to prevent ice-laden branches from
thrashing against electrical wires and
your home’s exterior. Drain/shut off
any exterior faucets and sprinkler systems to prevent freezing. Ensure rain
or snow drains away from the house to
avoid foundation problems.
5. Roof and Gutters — Inspect your
roof for shingles that are warped,
damaged or even missing to prevent
a future leak. Use roofing cement and
a caulking gun to seal joints where
water could penetrate, such as around
the chimney, skylights or vent pipes.
Make sure that your gutters and downspouts are securely fastened. Downspouts should extend at least five feet
away from the home to prevent flooding.
When it comes to preventative maintenance, a little time and effort can
save thousands in energy costs and
repair bills over the lifetime of your
home.
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Safety renovations Did you know?
for seniors’ homes

Falls
According to The Senior Social Club,
which offers care and community services to seniors, falls are the most common accidents affecting seniors. One
out of every three seniors aged 65 and
older falls at least once a year.
In addition to working with doctors
to improve mobility and modify medications that may cause unsteadiness,
changes around the home can help.
Grab bars placed in bathrooms and
high-traffic areas can help seniors get
stay more stable when changing from
sitting to standing positions.
Potential tripping hazards should be

assessed. Area rugs without nonskid
backings, clutter on floors, extension
cords that extend into walking areas,
and uneven flooring pose tripping hazards. Anti-slip coatings can be added to
floors to reduce the risk of tripping.
Poorly lit staircases and entryways
also can contribute to falls. Consider the
installation of motion-activated lighting
so that dim areas can be automatically
brightened when necessary. A nightlight or LED lights placed near molding
can help guide seniors to the bathroom
during midnight visits.
Physical limitations
Arthritis can impede seniors’ ability
to turn on and off appliances, water
faucets or handle certain kitchen tools.
Kitchen and bathroom modifications
can include the installation of ergonomic and user-friendly handles and
spigots.
Task lighting can make it easier to
prepare meals, and appliances that
automatically turn off after a certain period of time can be a safety feature for
forgetful individuals.
Reorganize kitchen cabinets to make
commonly used items as accessible as
possible.
Smart Homes
Friends or family members can have
greater control over seniors’ homes by
installing smart home systems. This way
they can remotely adjust thermostats,
control lights, view cameras, engage
locks or alarm systems, and much more
without having to be at the home. This
can seniors allow seniors to maintain
their independence while offering
peace of mind to their loved ones.
Certain home modifications can reduce seniors’ injury risk.

Financing Available

548-6772
COOL CA$H REBATE$ UP TO $1,650

OH-70076505

Feeling safe and secure at home is a
priority for any homeowner. But safety
is of particular concern for aging men
and women who are at greater risk of
being involved in accidents at home
than younger men and women.
Harvard Health Publishing says that
accidents at home are among the leading causes of injury and death in the
United States. The chances for fatalities
increases as one ages, and by age 75
and older, men and women are almost
four times as likely to die in a home accident as people a decade younger.
As people age, their balance, eyesight
and general physical abilities can begin
to diminish. Furthermore, a fall or incident that may only bruise a younger individual can cause more serious breaks
or damage for seniors, resulting in potentially lengthy recovery times.
The Home Care Assistance organization says that one million elderly people
are admitted to the emergency room
for injuries every year. People concerned about the safety of their homes
or the homes of their aging loved ones
can retrofit such properties to make
them safer.

According to the home improvement resource HomeAdvisor, adding square footage to a home can cost homeowners
anywhere from $7,000 to $100,000. When adding square
footage to a home, homeowners may need to knock down
an interior wall or walls, the cost of which can vary widely
depending on the walls being knocked down. Load-bearing
walls are needed to support the home, and while such walls
can be removed, homeowners may need to hire structural
engineers at additional cost to orchestrate such removals. In
addition, homeowners can expect to pay more when knocking down walls that contain ducts or electrical wiring. It also
can be costly for homeowners whose homes are old to knock
down walls. HomeAdvisor notes that the wall-removal process
in old homes that contain lead paint or lath-and-plaster walls
is more intricate and may cost homeowners more money.

Expires 11-30-18.
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“FOR OVER 100 YEARS”

The Worch Way
Is The Best Way
937-526-4501
36 North Steffin Street • Versailles, Ohio 45380
worchlumber.com

You Deserve a kitchen
thats both
and

beautiful
functional.

OH-70076372
40971559

Call to set up appointment
or stop in.
Free Estimates
36 North Steffin Street•Versailles, Ohio 45380 • 937-526-4501 • worchlumber.com
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES FOR RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND FARM.

