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Christmastime is here. 
The presents are 
being purchased and 

wrapped. The stockings will 
soon be hung on the fire-
place mantle. Mistletoe is 
pinned above the front entry-
way, and poinsettias add rich 
color to home decor. 
Tradition is integral come the 
holiday season. Throughout 
the month of December, tra-
ditions fill people’s days and 
comprise the many reasons 
why individuals decorate, 
celebrate and dine they way 
the do this time of year. But 
few may know the origins of 
some of the more beloved 
holiday traditions.
Christmas stockings 
The Christmas stockings of 
today may be a byproduct 
of various traditions. One 
such tradition dates back to 
a Dutch custom in which chil-
dren would leave shoes full 
of food to feed St. Nicholas’ 
donkeys, and then St. Nicho-
las would leave small gifts in 
return. 
Another origin story of Christ-
mas stockings can be traced 
to the twelfth century, when 
nuns would leave socks full 
of nuts, fruit and tangerines 
for the poor. This is why 
some people still put tanger-
ines in Christmas stockings.
Christmas tree 
Christmas Trees are ev-
erywhere this time of year. 
The use of evergreen trees 
predates Christmas and is 
associated with the pagan 
festival of Saturnalia, which 
celebrated the agricultural 
god Saturn with partying and 
gift-giving. During the winter 
solstice, green branches 
served as a reminder that 

The origins of some beloved holiday traditions
spring would arrive anew. 
Germans are credited with 
first bringing evergreens 
into their homes and deco-
rating them. 
Santa Claus 
Santa Claus’ origin story 
can be traced to St. Nicho-
las, a Christian bishop 
who lived during the fourth 
century. St. Nicholas was 
very generous and gave 
away his fortune to help 
the needy. He also did vari-
ous other good deeds. St. 
Nicholas’ became infamous 
and began to be known by 
various names around the 
world. The Dutch called 
him Sinter Klaas, which 
was eventually transformed 

to Santa Claus. The jolly 
persona came later when 
20th century advertisers 
— especially the artists 
responsible for Coca-Cola 
ads — portrayed Santa in a 
red suit with a big smile.
Mistletoe 
Mistletoe is hung in door-
ways and couples who 
stand beneath are encour-
aged to share a kiss. The 
tradition of hanging it in the 
house goes back to the 
times of the ancient Dru-
ids. Mistletoe was thought 
to bring good luck to a 
household and ward off evil 
spirits. The custom of kiss-
ing under mistletoe can be 
traced to England.  

Originally, a berry was 
picked from the sprig of 
mistletoe before the person 
could be kissed. When all 
the berries had gone, there 
could be no more kissing.

Christmas bells 
Church bells ring for many 
special services, including 
Christmas mass. During 
Christmas midnight mass 
in the Catholic church, the 
altar bells may be rung 
while the priest says the 
“Gloria.” Bells are part of 
caroling, and jingling bells 
are associated with sleighs 
and Santa’s reindeer.

Christmas is rife with tradi-
tions that date back ages.
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You deserve a kitchen
      that’s both beautiful

and functional.

worchlumber.com         Follow Us On:

.

Call to set up appointment or stop in. 
Free Estimates

“FOR OVER 100 YEARS”

The Worch Way
Is The Best Way
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The history of Christmas stockings

Just when the excitement of opening 
presents abates after the last of the 
packages under the Christmas tree 

have been torn open, children and adults 
alike may discover that there are more 
treats to be had nestled inside of stock-
ings hung on the mantle.

The hanging of Christmas stockings 
is a familiar tradition with an extensive 
history. Several legends attribute the 
hanging of stockings to different people 
or events. Here is a look at some of the 
stories that have made Christmas stock-
ings so popular.

St. Nicholas Day 
Rather than hanging stockings on Christ-
mas, many countries celebrate Saint 
Nicholas Day on December 6, and this 
is when stockings are proudly left out for 
treats. The small, inexpensive trinkets 
are later unwrapped and enjoyed on 
Christmas Day.

Dutch heritage 
One tradition says that, in 16th century 
Holland, children kept their clogs filled 
with straw in front of the hearth for San-
ta’s reindeer to find. They also left treats 
for Santa Claus. In return, Santa would 
leave gifts in the clogs. Over time, stock-
ings were swapped out for clogs. 

Merchant’s family story 
A popular tale tells the story of a  

merchant, his wife and three daughters. 
After the wife falls ill and dies, the man 
becomes devastated and squanders all 
of his wealth on frivolous things to mask 
his sadness. When it comes time for the 
daughters to marry, the man does not 
have money for a dowry. St. Nicholas 
hears of the plight and knows the man 
would be too proud to accept charity. 
Therefore, St. Nicholas anonymously 
tosses three bags of gold coins down the 
chimney. The man’s daughters had done 
the laundry prior and left their stockings 
hanging by the fireplace to dry. The gold 
landed in the stockings, thus starting the 
Christmas stocking tradition.

Italian good witch 
One stocking story does not attribute the 
tradition to Santa, but to a kind-hearted 
Italian witch named “La Befana.” La 
Befana arrives on a broomstick the night 
of January 5 and fills the stockings of 
good children with sweet treats and toys. 
Bad children are awarded lumps of coal. 
La Befana is also credited with being 
the old woman who the wise men ask 
for directions to Christ’s manger in the 
Christ child’s story. After turning down 
an offer to accompany them, La Befana 
later carried gifts in search of Christ. 

Christmas stockings have become part 
of holiday traditions, and this beloved 
tradition has its own unique history.

The holiday season is not complete 
without music. Holiday hits play in 
shopping malls, and families often 

trim the tree to their favorite albums. 
Even if Elvis’ “Blue Christmas” or 
Johnny Mathis’ “Do You Hear What I Hear” 
reign supreme in your household, 
it can be interesting to learn about some of 
the other songs made famous this 
time of year. 
Modern classics 
Classic carols may be the first Christmas 
songs that come to mind. However, less 
than a quarter century ago a pop singer 
managed to contribute to the holiday music 
pantheon. Mariah Carey’s “All I Want for 
Christmas is You,” released in 1994, is 
considered to be the most popular modern 
Christmas standard. With global sales ex-
ceeding 16 million copies, the song is one of 
Carey’s biggest hits. 
Sad Origins 
“Santa Claus is Coming to Town,” with its 
warning to children to be nice since Santa is 
keeping tabs on kids’ behavior, has helped 
children tow the line for decades. Song-
writer James “Haven” Gillespie was asked 
to pen the tune during one of the darker 
times in his life. Gillespie was jobless, poor 
and his brother had just passed away — 
hardly inspiration for a Christmas tune. 
However, after thinking about the memories 

he shared with his brother, Gillespie was 
able to pull together an upbeat and catchy 
classic, changing his life for the good.

Bestseller 
Even though “Silent Night” is the most re-
corded Christmas song in history, another 
tune holds the title of the best-selling holi-
day standard of all time. “White Christmas” 
was written in 1942, and reminisces about 
an old-fashioned Christmas celebration. The 
version recorded by Bing Crosby has esti-
mated sales in excess of 100 million cop-
ies worldwide, according to “The Guinness 
Book of World Records.” There are various 
accounts as to when and where Berlin wrote 
the song. Some state he did so at a hotel in 
Hollywood, while others say it was the Ari-
zona Biltmore. Wherever Berlin happened to 
be when writing the tune, there’s no doubt 
he was pining for the quintessential white 
Christmas. 

The song was written for the 1942 movie 
“Holiday Inn,” starring Crosby and Fred 
Astaire. It became an instant classic and re-
mains Crosby’s best-selling recording. Some 
of the most recent versions of the song have 
been recorded by Pentatonix, Sara McLach-
lan and Laura Pusini. 

Christmas songs remain near and dear to 
people’s hearts, and a few of these beloved 
songs have interesting back stories.

Holiday songs 
have storied pasts
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Adults and children alike 
are familiar with the tale of 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer.” As the lyrics of the 
song illustrate: 
Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer 
had a very shiny nose / And if you 
ever saw it, you would even say 
it glows.
Popularized by the song written 
by Johnny Marks and sung by 
Gene Autry, Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer dates back to 
1939. A copywriter named Robert 
L. May created the story of the 
misfit reindeer in 1939 when 
working for Montgomery Ward. 
The retail giant was producing 
marketing holiday coloring books 
for children and wanted to come 
up with a clever character.
Although Rudolph is now be-
loved, May’s original ideas  

included Rollo and Reginald. 
Also, Rudolph’s famed red nose 
almost didn’t come to be. Be-
cause a red nose at the time was 
viewed as a sign of alcoholism, 
Montgomery Ward was hesitant 
to be on board with the bulbous, 
red snoot. A blue nose 
was considered, but later 
changed. In its first year of 
publication, Montgomery 
Ward had distributed 
2.4 million copies of 
Rudolph’s story.
The catchy tune came 
thereafter and a cartoon 

short in 1948. In 1964, the stop-
motion animated television spe-
cial further propelled Rudolph to 
celebrity, and became the most 
recognizable Rudolph adaption. 
Today, Rudolph is known across 
the globe as the reindeer respon-
sible for navigating Santa’s sleigh 
through tricky weather on Christ-
mas Eve. He continues to be 
loved by many  young and old.

Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer
Rudolph almost had 
a blue nose and was 
almost named  
“Reginald.”
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210 S. Main Street, arcanuM                                         692-8282
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Meets or exceeds
PREMIUM GRADE STANDARDS
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15% - 50% OFF*
December 1 - December 23

Jewelry Barn
Custom Jewelry & Repair

526-5557 Lay-A-Way Available
www.jewelrybarnusa.com

2399 Russia-Versailles Rd., Russia, Ohio
Hours: Mon., Tues., Fri. 9-6 •Thurs. 11-8 • Sat. 9-1 

Closed Wed • Closed 12/24-27 and Jan 1-3
*items made-up in store
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Christmas trees are often the center-
piece of holiday decor and one of 
the hallmarks of the season. 

The National Christmas Tree Association 
states that there are approximately 25 to 
30 million real Christmas trees sold each 
year in the United States, where there are 
close to 350 million currently growing on 
Christmas tree farms. The NCTA also notes 
that, when a Christmas tree is cut, more 
than half of its weight is water. To maintain 
its quality and appearance, keeping the tree 
hydrated is of utmost importance. There 
are other steps to take as well to minimize 
needle loss and help ensure the tree lasts 
through the holiday season.

Buy a quality tree. It’s adviseable to buy a 
freshly cut tree from a local nursery or cut 
one down yourself. Trees available at tree 
lots may have been cut down weeks prior 
and may have already started to deterio-
rate. Some needle loss is to be expected, 
but if the tree you’re considering loses lots 
of needles when shaken, go elsewhere.
Fit the stand to the tree. Rather than whit-
tling down the trunk to fit the stand, choose 
a stand with an adequate reservoir to fit the 
trunk and water. Stands should provide one 
quart of water per inch of stem diameter.
Make a fresh cut in the trunk before putting 
the tree in the stand. Be careful to cut per-
pendicular to the stem axis, not at an angle 
or v-shape. The outer  layers of wood are 
the most efficient in absorbing water, and 
should not be removed.
Keep it cool. Trees are used to being 
outdoors and not inside. Therefore, inside 
the home, place the tree away from a heat 
source to prolong its life. Avoid drafts from 
heating vents, radiators and fireplaces as 
well.
Consider a living tree. Living trees can be 
planted in the yard after the season, ensur-
ing the beauty of the evergreen can be en-
joyed year-round. Select a tree that is hardy 
to your planting zone. Live trees often need 
to be transitioned from the outdoors to a 
garage and then into the house so they will 
not be shocked. Reverse this process when 
returning the tree to the outdoors. Do not 
keep the tree inside longer than 10 days, 
advises HGTV.
Monitor any tree’s condition daily, keeping 
it watered regularly. Select lights that use 
low heat. Remove the tree if it has dried out 
to avoid a fire risk. Following these sugges-
tions can help trees last the entire holiday 
season as they serve as the centerpiece of 
holiday decorations.

Fresh 
Christmas 
tree care
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2017 Ansonia Lumber

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHEER

WOODEN TOY 
CONTEST

Help us make Christmas a 
little brighter for Needy Children!

December 9, 2017

Please see our website for 
entry form and prize information.

AnsoniaLumber.com
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CUT YOUR OWN 
CHRISTMAS TREE

DEC. 2-3 / DEC. 9-10
Open 9-5 Sat. / 10-5 Sun.

BEAUTIFUL FIRS, SCOTCH 
& WHITE PINE, SPRUCE

Saws Provided
Take Rt. 40 West; Right on 503 N;

Left on Georgetown-Verona Rd.; Right on 
Rockridge Rd. Pine Frm is on the right.

NO TIME TO
CUT YOUR OWN?

Come to our large cut tree lot & new cut-your-

own fi eld at 7701 Salem Ave., Clayton.

GREAT SELECTION. ROPING, WREATHS, 
GREENERY ALSO AVAILABLE.

OPEN 10 AM - 9 PM
THRU CHRISTMAS EVE.

A. Brown & Sons
Nursery

www.brownnursery.com
937-884-5826 • 937-836-6445
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Counting down to Christmas Day 
means many different things to 
people across the globe. Although 

people likely have several different tradi-
tions they anticipate each year, it can be fun 
to incorporate some new merrymakers into 
the festivities. Here are some festive ideas 
to include in the days up until Christmas — 
a special family calendar of fun finds.
1. Annual memento: Have the kids or 
adults make one new handmade ornament 
each year. This way the tree is always 
evolving and everyone can track mile-
stones.
2. Cookie day: Devote one day to making 
Christmas cookies. Invite friends or family 
members over. Distribute some cookies to 
elderly neighbors.
3. Holiday classic: Spend a night in and 
watch a classic Christmas flick you’ve never 
seen before. Streaming movie services 
often put classics and 
obscure titles into rotation during the holi-
day season.
4. Christmas concert: Host a gathering 
of children where they can sing or perform 
their favorite tunes for an audience. Take it 
on the road to a nearby nursing home.
5. Dine out: Take a break from cooking, 
shopping and hosting and stop into a res-
taurant you’ve been meaning to try. Keep it 
local to support nearby businesses.
6. Adopt a child/family: Volunteer with 
a charitable organization that provides for 
less fortunate families. Answer the Christ-
mas desires of a needy child or family by 
purchasing an item on their 
wish lists.

7. See the sights: Pack the children into 
the family car to tour nearby areas and look 
at Christmas lights displays. Bring along 
cookies and hot chocolate.
8. Trim a tree: Get together with adult 
friends at a tree-trimming party. Rotate the 
hosting house each year.
9. Play dress-up: A gentleman can dress 
up as the man in red and pop into a friend’s 
holiday gathering.
10. Wilderness walk: Enjoy the crisp air 
and snow to see a local park from a winter 
perspective.
11. Acts of kindness: Choose any act of 
kindness and make it happen this Christ-

mas. It can include feeding the hungry or 
helping a disabled person shop for the 
season.
12. Kids’ Secret Santa: Spread the joy of 
giving by having the kids choose a sibling 
or friend’s name from a hat and purchasing/
making a gift for that person.
13. Hand out hot chocolate: Make a big 
thermos of hot chocolate and give it out to 
shoppers or workers who have been out in 
the cold.
14. Read religious stories: Understand 
the true meaning of the season by reading 
Biblical passages.
15. Camp-in: The first night the tree is 

decorated, allow the kids to sleep beside it 
under the glow of Christmas lights.
16. Scavenger hunt: Plan holiday-themed 
trivia questions and hide small trinkets for 
children to find.
17. Surprise box: Put a gender and age 
non-specific gift into a box. On Christmas 
Eve or Christmas Day, the person who finds 
a hidden gift tag under their chair at dinner 
gets to open the box.
18. Family portrait: Wear your holiday fin-
ery and pose for a portrait that actually will 
be printed and framed.

18 ideas for making holiday memories
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BOOTS AND WESTERN WEAR
Merry Christmas

email: rodeo@infi net.com • www.rodeoshop.com
811 St. Rt. 40 West, Eaton, (7 miles north of Eaton)

937-678-4981 • 877-922-1600
M-T-W-FR 10-6/Sat. 10-6 / Sun 12-5 / Not Open Thursdays or Holidays

open until 8 pm & on Thursdays the whole month of Dec.
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ELECTRICAL SERVICE
COMMERCIAL • FARM • INDUSTRIAL

SPECIAL HARVEST SEASON HOURS: 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 8-8 REGULAR RATE

937-919-3838
JSIELECTRICALSERVICE@GMAIL.COM

JSI
ElEctrical SErvicE

COMMERCIAL • FARM • INDUSTRIAL

937-919-3838
jsielectricalservice@gmail.com 41
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47

74

Special HarveSt SeaSon HourS: Monday-
Saturday 8-8 regular rate
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Baking cookies is a holiday tradition 
for many families. Some the 
holiday season, many homes are 

bathed in the inviting scents of vanilla, 
cinnamon and melting chocolate. 
Baking cookies can be a social occasion 
in which family members and friends 
gather to create recipes passed down 
through generations. Or baking can be 
a solitary venture in which cookies are 
prepared and packaged as holiday gifts. 
Either way, people who bake during 
the holiday season understand that 
making Christmas cookies can be a time-
consuming, yet rewarding process.
This year, holiday bakers can embrace 
a number of time-saving tips and tricks 
to reduce the amount of time they spend 

in the kitchen and possibly even improve 
upon existing recipes.
Use a cookie mix. Who says you have 
to toil and make cookies from scratch? 
It’s the thought that counts, and any 
number of creative recipes can begin by 
utilizing a pre-made baking mix. These 
mixes already have most of the dry cookie 
ingredients sifted together, including flour, 
baking soda, baking powder, salt, and 
sugar. All you have to do is add the wet 
ingredients and any extra embellishments 
to make the mix your own. If mixes are 
too much work, purchase refrigerated or 
frozen cookie dough. Include your own 
add-ins, such as nuts, white chocolate 
chips, bits of dried fruit, or crumbled 
candy canes, to give the premade dough 

a unique flavor.
Prepare ahead. Many cookie dough 
recipes can be made and stored for later 
use. In fact, refrigerating a log of cookie 
dough can make it easier to cut or handle 
later on. Spread out the bulk of your 
baking over two days and you might feel 
less taxed.
Try a no-bake recipe. Creative culinary 
experts continually reveal their clever 
tricks, and many of these include no-
bake versions of favorite desserts. No 
bake cookies come together in a matter 
of minutes, but still employ a host of 
delicious ingredients. Recipes frequently 
feature similar ingredients to traditional 
cookies, but rely on chocolate, honey 
or peanut butter as the setting agent to 

keep them together. Bakers may also like 
having no need to turn on their ovens.
Recycle leftover cookies. If you have 
a fair amount of cookies remaining or 
several that broke apart that do not look 
good enough to serve, never fear. Such 
cookies can be used as part of another 
delicious dessert. Grind cookies into 
crumbs that can serve as a pie crust for 
pudding pies or no-bake cheesecakes, 
or mix cookie crumbs with cake frosting 
or a nut butter and roll into balls. Dunk 
the balls into melted chocolate, add a 
lollipop stick and make delicious cookie 
pops.
Cookies may be holiday traditions, but 
there are ways to reduce the amount of 
work and time required of holiday baking.

Christmas cookies made simple
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Tis the season for baking cookies, 
cakes and other treats.  However, 
during the holiday rush it’s easy to get 

side-tracked or tired, and perhaps even a 
little bit overwhelmed at all the things to do 
in such a short period of time. Holiday bak-
ing doesn’t have to add to seasonal stress. 
With these several tips and shortcuts, there 
will be plenty of sweet treats for the family.

Stick with tested recipes
Although holiday bakers may want to 
branch out a bit with their culinary creativity, 
recipes that have previously been prepared 
with great success can take some of the 
work out of holiday baking. Preparing reci-
pes you recall preparing in the past is much 
easier than trying something new. If you’d 
like, add sparkle to old standards, such as 
oatmeal or chocolate chip cookies with col-
ored sprinkles.

Cookies are fast-baking
Did you know that cookies were originally 
made to test oven temperatures? Culinary 
historians say that cookies were first made 
to test whether an oven was hot enough to 
bake other goods. Today, cookies can be 
whipped up in mere minutes. Make a batch 
of dough and then freeze or refrigerate it, 
thawing it when the time comes to bake. 
Also, think about baking one day and deco-
rating the next if pressed for time.

Embrace colored candy melts
Icing can be tricky to master. Simply heat-
ing colored candy melts and pouring over 
cakes or painting onto cookies can add fes-
tive appeal to desserts. Candy melts even 
come in many different 
colors and can be combined to achieve the 
tint desired.

Keep ingredients in top form
Don’t let poorly performing ingredients or 
lack of supplies be your undoing. Butter can 
be softened quickly in the microwave when 
needed for recipes. Eggs can be brought to 
room temperature by allowing them to sit in 
a bowl of warm water. Ensure that brown 
sugar stays soft by putting a piece of sliced 
bread in the container. Don’t forget to stock 
up on other baking staples, such as vanilla 
and almond extracts, baking powder/soda, 
molasses, and confectioner’s sugar.

Don’t bake from scratch 
Every recipe does not need to be made 
from scratch. Boxed cake mixes can be em-
bellished and turned into delicious desserts 
without much fuss. Substitute melted but-
ter for oil, buttermilk for water, and add an 
extra egg for a rich cake. Mix in chocolate 
chips or nuts, or experiment with garnishes 
for a festive look.

Parchment paper is key
Line cookie sheets or cake pans with parch-
ment paper for easy dessert release and 
quick cleanup. Parchment paper and even 
foil can help lift cakes or cookie bars out so 
they look neat and do not stick. 
Holiday baking can be made much easier 
with a few tricks of the trade.

Baking shortcuts for time-pressed entertainers
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Be prepared for unexpected company
The latter part of the year is full of 

social engagements with family 
and friends. Pew Research Center 

says 92 percent of all Americans plan to 
celebrate Christmas as a holiday, with 69 
percent using it as an opportunity to spend 
time with family and friends.
While many social occasions surrounding 
Christmas are anticipated for months in 
advance, unexpected pop-ins are also the 
norm this time of year. Rather than being 
caught off guard, individuals can take steps 
to prepare for unexpected guests.
Have food available. Even if guests pop 
in for a little while, it’s nice to be able to 
offer them something to eat. Keep cheese 
and crackers, fresh fruit, pretzels, and 
other snacks on hand. Make-ahead, crowd-
friendly foods can be prepared and frozen. 
Casseroles, pasta dishes and stews are 
hearty and can serve in a pinch when unex-
pected visitors arrive. Simply take out to de-
frost and heat up. Keep cookies in air-tight 
tins and purchase a premade frozen 
pie to serve, if necessary. In a pinch, 
you can always order out, but over 
time the cost of having food delivered can 
add up.
Keep the bar stocked. Toasting to a happy 
holiday season is the norm during this time 
of year. Toasting requires hosts have some 
spirits on hand. Stock the bar with a few 
staples, such as red and white wine, vodka, 
rum, whiskey, and mixers. Also, you may 
just want to create a signature or seasonal 
cocktail that can be served when guests 
arrive, such as a spiced punch or a holiday 
eggnog.
Cue the musical playlist. Put together a 
playlist of favorite holiday music that will 
provide the ideal ambiance should guests 
ring your doorbell. Thanks to services like 
Spotify, Amazon Music and Pandora, holi-
day music that fills a home with the sweet 
sounds of the season is now always acces-
sible.
Keep things neat. Set aside a closet or 
space that can serve as a catch-all where 
errant items can quickly be stored should 
guests arrive. Gather loose toys, books or 
stray papers in a basket and then stash 
the basket in the closet until guests depart. 
Routinely empty the dishwasher so dirty 

dishes left in the sink can be quickly loaded 
before guests arrive.
Create an aromatic atmosphere. Scented 
candles that evoke the aromas of the 
season can refresh stale indoor air. Butter 
cookie, apple pie and cinnamon scented 
candles can make it seem like you just fin-
ished some holiday baking.
Guests tend to drop by on a moment’s 
notice come the holidays. Preparing for 
the unexpected can make such visits more 
enjoyable.

Cheese and crackers are 
filling snacks to have on 
hand, and are easy to serve 
to unexpected guests.
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For many people, no holiday 
season is complete without 
traveling. While traveling 

might not be as enjoyable a holiday 
tradition as decking the halls or 
exchanging gifts with loved ones, 
there are ways for travelers to make 
their Christmastime excursions 
more enjoyable and affordable.
Don’t go it alone. According to the 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
91 percent of holiday travel is done 
by personal vehicle, such as a car. 
College students driving home for 
semester holiday breaks can invite 
fellow students heading to the same 
area to share a ride home. Travel-
ing in pairs or groups can make 
long trips less monotonous and 
more affordable, as drivers and their 
passengers can split the cost of fuel 
and tolls. Men and women can offer 

to pick up relatives who live along 
the way to their destinations so no 
one has to drive unnecessarily. 

Book early. Travelers taking to the 
air or railways for their holiday trav-
eling should try to book their plans 
as early as possible. The earlier 
travelers try to book, the more likely 
they are to get a favorable itiner-
ary. Travel experts vary with regard 
to when is the best time to book a 
flight, but travelers who try to book 
early and are willing to book indirect 
flights might find the most affordable 
deals, regardless of how far away 
from their desired travel date they 
book their trips.

Pack meals. Drivers can save 
time and money by packing their 
own meals when traveling for the 
holidays. Rest stop eateries tend 

to be overcrowded during the busy 
holiday traveling season, and 
such restaurants may not provide 
many choices for health-conscious 
travelers. Bringing along their own 
meals allows drivers to adhere to 
their personal diets and eat foods 
that won’t make them drowsy on 
the road. Simply eat in the car 
during stops to assuage hunger.
Travel during off-peak hours. 
Drivers who can muster the 
energy to begin their trips before 
sunrise can get a head start on 
the millions of others heading 
home for the holidays. Kids can 
sleep in the backseat during 
early morning hours, making the 
trips less taxing on youngsters. 
Less time spent in traffic can also 
conserve fuel, saving drivers 
money.

How to make holiday travel more enjoyable and affordable

6 0 2  W A G N E R  A V E N U E
G R E E N V I L L E ,  O H I O

Hometown Floor Store with Hometown Service

9 3 7 . 5 4 8 . 4 5 0 3
OH-70015784
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You deserve a kitchen
      that’s both beautiful

and functional.
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36 N. Steffin Street    Versailles, OH  937-526-4501 
worchlumber.com         Follow Us On:

Call to set up appointment or stop in.
Free Estimates
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