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Time, effort and elbow grease
Southern State
education leads
to engineering
opportunity
Submitted story

As a youngster growing
up on a farm in the
Lynchburg area, Seth
Walker probably did
not expect he would
be instrumental in the
process of repairing and
manufacturing aircraft
components just a year
into his 20s – but thanks
to resources from the
local community college
and a lot of elbow grease,
that’s exactly the way it
went.
Walker, 21, is now
a process engineer at
StandardAero, where he
repairs and manufactures
aircraft components and
develops automation
systems.
Walker was only 15
when he started studying
electro-mechanical
engineering at Southern
State Community
College, inspired to enter
the field by work he had
done on the farm.
“I was born and raised
on a farm, so I’ve kind
of had a thing for toying
around with electrical
and mechanical things,”
Walker said.
At the time, his
sister was teaching at
Southern State and he
had other connections at
the college, which also
happened to be a short
drive from Lynchburg.

co-op opportunities than
students at this point.
“I need more
students,” he said. “We’re
wondering if anybody
is interested in a day
program, since our night
program is so successful,
but second- and thirdshift people don’t have
the same opportunity
to take classes because
they’re at work or getting
ready to work.”
Barnett said he loves
what he does.
“The guys that were
around 20 years ago gave
me the opportunity I
needed,” Barnett said.
“I wasn’t the greatest
student in the world, so
thy kind of grabbed me
by the back of the shirt
collar and guided me
Submitted photo through my associate’s
Jim Barnett, assistant professor of engineering, works with CNC equipment at Southern State Community College in Hillsboro.
degree… I guess I’m just
trying to give that back to
bachelor’s degree and got grant, Barnett’s programs for somebody to do their
Walker said his biggest
the next generation.”
a job at PAS Technology
boast a variety of new
challenge was working
custom projects.”
Walker encouraged
in Hillsboro.
CNC machines, including
around his high school
Mason Fence is one
those who do not have
“It has its ups and
automatic and manual
schedule, but he made it
company with customized
a degree to consider
downs,” he said. “I
mills and lathes and a
work.
needs, Barnett said, and
looking into it.
miss the electrical
plasma cutter on a water representatives often
“Other than that, it
“Just because you think
stuff, but recently I’ve
table.
wasn’t too hard for me,”
come to the college
you
can’t afford college
been getting into more
“When you do an
he said, adding that his
looking for internship
doesn’t
mean you can’t
lean manufacturing, so
internship or a co-op,
education was almost
candidates – and if a
go,”
he
said.
“If you do
I’ve developed some
you get on-the-job
entirely paid for by the
student can land an
your
research,
look at
automation systems.”
experience,” Barnett
College Credit Plus
internship, they have
places
like
Southern
State
Jim Barnett,
said, “so you don’t just
program.
good chances at getting
and
see
who
they
might
graduate, you get a year
Walker graduated high assistant professor of
a job even before they
have agreements with and
engineering, who runs
or two of experience.
school in 2016, and in
graduate.
you can get scholarships.
the Mechanical Design
Internships and co-ops
2017, he graduated from
“If you can get one of
You can do just about
Technology, Electroreally alleviate the
Southern State with his
those internships and
anything as long as you
Mechanical Engineering
problem of graduating
first associate’s degree.
they like you and you
When Walker turned 18, Technology and Aviation with no experience.”
show your willingness to put time and effort in.”
For more information
Maintenance programs
Barnett said the fields
SSCC had just begun its
learn, chances are they’re
about
Southern State’s
at the college, said his
his students enter are
co-op program, and he
going to offer you a job
Engineering
Program,
students get invaluable
diverse.
landed a job at Candleeven without a degree,”
visit
www.sscc.edu
hands-on experience in
“A lot of my mechanical Barnett said. “We’ve had
Lite in Leesburg as an
both the classroom and
design technology
electronic technician.
lots of students who have or email Barnett at
jbarnett@sscc.edu.
the workplace thanks
students can go into
Two years later, he
been hired on full time
product development,”
enrolled in a partnership to new machines and
prior to graduation.”
Submitted by Elizabeth Burkard,
internship opportunities. he said. “Lots of local
program with Miami
Barnett said he has
director of marketing, Southern
State Community College
Thanks to a recent
businesses are looking
University to obtain his
more internship and

Greenfield schools eye new facilities
School considering
lobby expansion,
development of
32 acres
By Angela Shepherd

The Greenfield Exempted
Village Schools Board of
Education said it was looking
to expand the gym lobby, build
a new bus garage, and
add a soccer field, baseball and
softball fields, and track.
The proposed expansion

of the lobby would extend
the east side of the new gym
facade out into the school
courtyard, allowing more
room on the first floor to add
ticketing and a concession
area, and more space on the
second floor for additional
locker room space in both the
girls’ and boys’ areas.
Two other architect firms
presented plans for the
development of a 32-acre
property off of North
Fifth Street, as well as the
renovation of the current bus
garage into an athletic facility.
According to Gray, athletic

spaces throughout the school
are shared between sports,
presenting not only arduous
set-up and take-down tasks
with needed equipment, but
also safety concerns.
As to the development of
the 32-acre property acquired
earlier this year, there would
be a new bus garage, a soccer
field, baseball diamond, softball
field, and track. The football
and track facilities at the
school grounds would not only
remain, but also remain in use.
Gray said it is expected that
within the next two to three
years, the state will require

school districts to have junior
high baseball, softball and
soccer teams, things that are
currently not offered at the
Greenfield schools. The junior
high teams would use the fields
at Mitchell Park, which is
one reason the school has put
money into improving those
areas of the city-owned park.
A new bus garage has been a
matter of discussion for some
years because the current
garage at the corner of Fifth
and McClain streets is not
efficient for fleet storage or
maintenance.
The goal of the district is

to evaluate design plans that
will provide an opportunity for
indoor bus storage and a more
efficient maintenance area.
Also on the property is a
wooded area that will likely
remain, and could be used as
some sort of outdoor learning
lab, the superintendent said.
“As a district, we are looking
at ways in which we can
develop our facilities in a costeffective, efficient way that
will benefit our students and
the Greenfield community for
years to come,” Gray said.
Angela Shepherd is a correspondent for
the Greenfield Exempted Village Schools.

4715 St. Rt. 41 South
Bainbridge, OH 45612

Bulk Food A Specialty!

Fresh Produce in season!
Meat & Cheese
OPEN YEAR
ROUND
Discount Groceries
CLOSED SUNDAYS
Souvenirs • Crafts
Gifts • Vitamins & Herbs
Candles • Books • Toys
Handcrafted Furniture
Gazebos • Seasonal Items

OH-70167831

Think Country, Think Quality
Scenic Southern Ohio
Leaf Country USA
Photo by Angela Shepherd

Representatives of McCarty Associates present design plans to Greenfield school board members at
a special meeting.
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Four generations, 70 years
Wilkin Heating and
Air Conditioning
celebrates long
history

and Air Conditioning has held
the trust of locals for seven
decades.
Paul and Helen Wilkin’s son,
John — or Jack as he’s known
to most people — was there
from the beginning.
“I retired back in 1999,” Jack
Wilkin said, “and there has
been more change from then
By Tim Colliver
till now than when Dad and me
tcolliver@aimmediamidwest.com
started this company back in
1948.”
Wilkin Heating and Air
Jack Wilkin has witnessed
Conditioning observed its
many changes in technology
70th year in business, and at
since then and admitted that
the same time, Jack Wilkin,
he couldn’t even consider
the patriarch of the family
servicing the current
business, is celebrated his 90th equipment unless he went back
birthday.
to school for retraining.
In 1948, the late Paul Wilkin
“We went from coal furnaces
and his wife, Helen, opened
and from there to oil and gas
what was then called Wilkin
furnaces, then to electric and
Appliances on West Main
now into solar heating,” he
Street in Hillsboro. Two years
said. “With the equipment
later, they changed the name to today, it’s totally different than
Wilkin Heating and Appliances it was back then.”
when they took on the Lennox
Jack Wilkin graduated from
product line of HVAC products. Hillsboro High School in
After moving the business to 1946 and was drafted in 1950,
East Main Street in 1950 and
joining the Air Force.
to the present location at the
Jack Wilkin said he was
rear of Beech Street in 1971,
two years into his four-year
enlistment when the Red Cross
what is now Wilkin Heating

called, telling him his father
had taken a bad fall and broken
his back.
With the help of the Red
Cross, Jack Wilkin said, the
Air Force granted a hardship
discharge because he was the
only son in the family at that
time.
Upon returning home, he
took over the family business
and expanded into heating and
the emerging technology of air
conditioning.
“We signed up with Lennox
in 1950 and we’ve been with
them ever since,” he said, “and
then my son Scott took on
Trane about five years ago.”
The torch has now been
passed to the fourth generation.
Kurstin Wilkin, 27, completed
the extensive training program
required to service today’s
heating, ventilation and air
conditioning equipment, and is
a skilled service technician in
her own right.
She is quick to point out that
the success of the company is
due to the team of installers
and service technicians that
work with her.
Dave Baker, Kent Knoblauch,

Courtesy photo

Four generations of the Wilkin family have kept the family business going for
70 years. In the framed picture is the late Paul Wilkin, and shown left to right
are Jack Wilkin, who is celebrating his 90th birthday, his son Scott Wilkin, and
Scott’s daughter, Kurstin Wilkin.

Tony Runk, Steve Goble,
Brandon Waller and Ben
Sexton collectively bring 75
years of expertise to the service
vans they drive, she said.
Jack Wilkin and his wife Joan
have been married 68 years,
and he said that life overall has
been good to him — although
the past couple of years have

seen more doctor visits than
he’d like to admit.
“Everybody talks about the
golden years,” he said. “But
sometimes they get a little
tarnished.”
Wilkin Heating and Air
Conditioning can be reached at
937-393-2311.
Reach Tim Colliver at 937-402-2571

Solar farms planned
for Highland County
By Tim Colliver

tcolliver@aimmediamidwest.com

Calling it “a little complex” but far from “pulling
the plug” in November on
the two southern Highland County solar panel
farm projects, Neil Waggoner, campaign representative for the Sierra Club’s
Beyond Coal Campaign
in Ohio, told The TimesGazette that the Ohio
Public Utilities Commission ordered a change in
how construction would
be financed.
The Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio
(PUCO) rejected part
of AEP Ohio’s plan to
develop the 350-megawatt
Hecate and the 150-megawatt Willowbrook solar
panel farms.
He emphasized that
both projects, which have
already received Ohio
Power Sitting Board
approval, are still on track
for construction, but that
thes ruling had to do
with AEP’s desire to “rate
base” financing of construction.
He said AEP’s business model was to press
forward with construction
and supply pollution-free
electrical power to its
customers, but the PUCO
ordered that a charge
could not appear on consumers’ statements to
pay for building the farms

before they go on line.
“The Public Utility
Commission today denied
AEP what is called ‘rate
recovery’ for building
those projects,” Waggoner
said. “They basically
told AEP that you can’t
charge your customers to
build them, and what that
means moving forward
is the developers can still
build Willowbrook and
Hecate if they line up
financing.”
He added that though
the recently enacted
House Bill 6 will place an
85-cent per month charge
on electrical consumers
starting on Jan. 1, 2021,
Thursday’s PUCO decision was similar in the
description of being a
charge, but very different
as to what the end result
would be.
“In the case of the coal
plants and the Lake Erie
nuclear power plants
that are getting a bailout,
those were bought and
paid for over a generation
ago,” he said. “The coal
plants were built in the
1950s and the nuclear
plants in the late 1970s
and now they’re losing
money in the market so
that’s where that charge
on House Bill 6 came
from.”
Waggoner said in the
case of building new
power generation such as
the twin solar power facil-

ities awaiting construction in southern Highland
County, the argument was
that customers shouldn’t
have to pay up front for
construction.
The 350-megawatt Hecate facility will occupy
nearly 2,000 acres of land
between Buford and north
of Mowrystown and has
the potential to generate
more solar megawatts
than have been developed
in the entire history of the
state of Ohio. It would
be the largest solar panel
farm east of the Mississippi River, reports said.
Highland County’s
other solar farm is Open
Road Renewables’ Willowbrook 150-megawatt
project, which will occupy
about the same amount of
acreage, paralleling U.S.
Route 62 from the Old Y
Restaurant to just north
of Hansen Aggregates’
Eagle Stone Quarry in
northern Brown County.
According to AEP’s
filing, the construction
of the Appalachian solar
projects would create
approximately 3,900 temporary jobs and at least
113 permanent jobs.
He said those are jobs
and new opportunities
for industry in an area
of Ohio in need of new
future-focused investments.
Reach Tim Colliver at 937-402-2571.

Photo by Angela Shepherd

Greenfield Council members (l-r) Phil Clyburn, Chris Borreson, Bob Bergstrom and Mark Clyburn
are pictured at a September meeting. Councilman Eric Borsini is not pictured.

Greenfield gets railroad news
By Angela Shepherd

awarded so far totals
about $1.5 million. That
Greenfield council
means the village can
members heard more
apply for a $3 million
good news regarding
federal CRISI grant
grant money for the
“to alleviate some
village’s rail line at an
of the maintenance
October meeting.
stress we are currently
City Manager Todd
experiencing,” Wilkin
Wilkin reported that
said.
the village has received
In recent weeks, the
a $125,000 grant
Indiana & Ohio Railway
through the office of
(IORY), which operates
the Highland County
the trains on the rail
Commissioners that will
line, provided a five-year
be used for match money
capital improvement
on a 50/50 Federal Rail
plan that totals more
Administration CRISI
than $4 million. The
safety grant to perform
plan includes the
needed repairs on the
replacement of more
village’s rail spur.
than 46,000 railroad ties.
At council’s earlier
It is not the whole
meeting in October
amount
that IORY’s
it was announced
improvement
plan
$250,000 had been
projected
is
need,
but
awarded toward the
Wilkin
said
the
$3
railroad through a
million would “go a long
federal Appalachian
way” in taking care of
Regional Commission
(ARC) grant.
the maintenance needs
All the match money
of the railroad, especially

the tie replacement,
which will bring the
10 mph rail line to a
25 mph-rated line. Ten
miles an hour is the
minimum rating to
be able to transport
hazardous materials.
Village administrators
woked with a team of
agencies to secure the
funding it will take to
thoroughly repair the
railroad.
If the $3 million grant
is awarded, Wilkin said
the village could seek
more funding to perform
other repairs outlined by
IORY.
Council chair Phil
Clyburn stressed how
diligently the village
administration has been
in efforts to get the
necessary funding to
keep the railroad viable,
which he said is “key” to
the region and the 1,800
jobs it supports.

HIGHLAND COUNTY
HEARING AID CENTER
Android smart phone users-Starkey
has a new wireless product for you
The Muse hearing aids deliver:
•Improved speech audibility with Acuity Directionality
•Wireless streaming for Phone, TV, music and other media
with Surflink mobile (remote)
•Feedback cancelation so no buzzing or whistling
•Experience music in a whole new way with pure, refined
sound quality
•Multiflex Tinnitus Technology for relief of ringing
in the ears
Diane Garneau,
BC-HIS

215 N. High St., Hillsboro, OH 45133
(Across from Armory)
(937) 393-4558
www.HighlandCountHearing.com

30 Day Money Back
Guarantee

OH-70167832
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New library opens at Rocky Fork

McKenzie Caldwell | Times-Gazette

The Rocky Fork Branch Library, located at 11125 North Shore Dr. near Hillsboro, opened for patrons to check out books on, Nov. 4. The library is open Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.; Fridays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. It is closed on Wednesdays and Sundays. Rocky Fork Branch Manager Kathe Chaney told The Times-Gazette that she doesn’t expect
the branch to host other programming and activities until around spring 2020, so she and her staff can settle into the new space.

Leesburg restoring old train depot
The Times-Gazette

structure began more than
15 years ago. Last year the
A project initiated more historical society began
than 15 years ago moved
making serious inquiries
a step closer to reality
about buying the structure
when the Leesburg Area
from the owner, CSX Corp.
Historical Society received
“The village wrote
a $12,000 donation in
a letter to CSX to get
November from Valero
a response on getting
Renewables to help with
contact information,”
restoration of the village’s
she said. “Their intent
more than 100-year-old
was to either demolish
train depot.
an unsightly, dilapidated
The donation from
building that could have
Valero, an ethanol plant
some safety and liability
in Bloomingburg, put the
issues, or to see if this
historical society over the grassroots effort could try
$50,000 it was trying to
to save it.”
raise for matching grant
The ultimate plan is to
funds for a $100,000 grant either convert the depot
from the Ohio Facilities
into a small museum or a
Commission.
gathering place for local
Alice Teeters, secretary
activities.
for the historical society,
The historical society’s
said the organization had
goal is to focus on the
until July 1, 2020 to raise
local history and culture
the money, but can now
of Leesburg, with the idea
move ahead and start
of a museum to house
planning the restoration
items that she said many
Submitted photo project.
in the area have said they
“We have a lot of
Pictured, from left, are Valero employees Peter Whiteman, engineering intern; Sterley Lightner, process operator; Zach Beversdorf, plant
would be willing to loan
manger; Leesburg Area Historical Society officers Raymond Friend, vice president, and Nicole Friend, publicity; Ken Worley, president; planning to do for changes
or donate to a permanent
John Noftsger, treasurer; Alice Teeters, secretary; and Doug Karnes, construction administrator from McCarty Associates. Absent from to the structure,” Teeters
museum facility.
the picture is Candy Horton, office coordinator with Valero. They are pictured in front of the more than 100-year-old Leesburg depot.
said. “We want to make
Combining highlights of
it as historically correct
Leesburg’s
history with the
as possible, but it will not
history
of
rail
service to the
have a slate roof like the
village
is
a
primary
goal of
original structure. That’s
the
organization,
Teeters
cost prohibitive and not
OH Lic.#26922
financially feasible, but we said, adding the rail line
is still active and provides
want to make it look as
Highland County’s Independent Lennox Dealer
similar as possible to what regular delivery of supplies
to Candle-lite, which the
it looked like around the
company said has been a
early 1900s.”
part of Leesburg’s historic
At one time the depot
infrastructure for 179
was scheduled to be
razed, but it gained a new years.
Economics aside,
lease on life after being
Teeters
said there is a
purchased by the historical
E
certain
nostalgia
about the
C
society.
SIN
railroads
and
that
the train
Unlike
Greenfield
and
1948
Hillsboro, which preserved station in Leesburg brings
back warm memories of a
their railroad depots
time past.
by relocating them, the
“I remember when
Leesburg Area Historical
the
train stopped for
Society plans to keep the
passengers
here,” she said.
Leesburg depot in its
present location, according “My dad had a cousin
who would come up from
Teeters.
Cincinnati to visit and
The first step in
acquiring ownership of the when it was time for him
old building was obtaining to go back home, I wanted
to get up in the train car to
non-profit status for the
see what it looked like up
organization, but Teeters
in there since I was only 4
said a grassroots effort
at saving the historic
years old at the time.”

WILKIN

HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
SERVICE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS
Scott & Carolyn Wilkin - Owners
We do Ductwork Cleaning!!!
WE NOW DO WHOLE HOUSE GENERATORS

937-393-2311

129 Rear E. Beech St. -Hillsboro, Ohio

OH-70167835
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Hillsboro schools working
on new auditorium
By Jeff Gilliland
jgilliland@timesgazette.com

The Hillsboro City Schools
announced in 2019 that they
were planning to build a new
auditorium.
Superintendent Tim Davis
said there will be two entryways
to the facility with seating for
approximately 800 people in six
sections. He said one entryway
with be covered, the roof will be
sloped, and the structure will be
located at the back of the high
school/middle school between the
two gymnasiums.
Once construction begins,
it will take 12 to 18 months to
complete, Davis said.
Board member Larry Lyons
said in December he hoped to see

construction trailers on the school
grounds before the end of the
year to begin pouring footers and
doing other site work for the $6
million project.
There will be no orchestra
pit, but there will be a flat area
about 12 feet wide in front of an
elevated stage where musicians
can be located.
“It is our desire to have it be as
flexible as possible and not just
meant for music or theater only,”
but for the whole student body for
a variety of purposes, Walker said.
The auditorium will be
23,000-square-feet and will
include flexible space for
changing rooms and/or locker
rooms, according to School News
Ohio.
Woolpert is the architect on the

project and the project manager is
Todd Ford, a 2002 Hillsboro High
School graduate who said the
auditorium design will mesh with
the existing school and include
technology and amenities specific
to the school’s needs, School
News Ohio reported.
“There will be a 40-inch-high
stage, which creates optimal
viewing from all seats, LED
lighting and acoustical design
to ensure those on stage are
properly seen and heard by the
crowd. Hillsboro will be one
of the few schools in the area
that can hold its entire school
population in its auditorium, and
we want to ensure they are served
appropriately and effectively,”
Ford said, according to School
News Ohio.

Times-Gazette file photo

Joe Adray, right, mobility manager with the Highland Area Rural
Transportation System, and John Gallagher with Carpenter
Marty Transportation, are pictured at a meeting earlier this
year.

Public transport
for Highland
County
By McKenzie Caldwell

even if they hit a snag,
Cheesbro estimated
the system should be
operational by April 1,
Highland County
2020.
Mobility Manager
Cheesbro said
Joe Adray announced
FRST will also have
in October that
to contribute around
FRS Transportation
$800,000, as well as
(FRST) received the
about 20 percent of the
Ohio Department
cost of the vehicles, as
of Transportation
they agreed to match
(ODOT) Rural
ODOT’s contribution.
Transportation Grant, Cheesbro said FRST’s
which the organization contribution will come
applied for in August.
from transportation
According to
contracts, some of
Adray, the grant
which are already in
will give FRST
place.
about $1,120,000
Cheesbro said the
to help fund public
cost per ride, the
transportation in
number and types of
Highland County.
vehicles, times of day
Adray, who also
transportation will be
leads the Highland
available, and similar
Area Rural Transport
details are still in
System (HARTS)
development at this
committee, said
time.
at first the public
”This is a big thing
transportation system
for our community. You
will include loop routes know, we live in rural
through Hillsboro
Ohio, and it’s hard for
and Greenfield with
a lot of people to get
a connecting route in
around. You can get a
between the two towns ride to the doctor, but
to allow people to
you can’t get a ride
travel between them.
to the grocery store
“FRST will now
or Job and Family
begin to discuss with
Services or to your
ODOT, the HARTS
work,” Cheesbro said.
committee, local
“Up to this point,
governments, area
FRST has provided
agencies, businesses,
transportation for the
and the general public
disabled, elderly, and
best places for transit
lower income folks,
stops, schedules, and
but this will allow the
many more details,”
general population to
Adray said in a news
receive transportation
release.
as well.”
Roger Cheesbro,
To stay up-to-date
CEO of FRS and
on the developments,
FRST, told The
Cheesbro
Times-Gazette the
recommended looking
ODOT grant won’t be
for updates on
available to them until
harts4highland.org and
January, but he said
frstransportation.org.
they are aiming to have
the system in place by Reach McKenzie Caldwell
March 2, 2020. But
at 937-402-2570.

mcaldwell@
aimmediamidwest.com

Jeff Gilliland | The Times-Gazette

This artist’s rendering shows views outside and inside of what the new Hillsboro City Schools auditorium might look like.

Rural King to open spring 2020
tcolliver@aimmediamidwest.com

Rural King Supply will
host the grand opening of
its new Hillsboro location
in spring 2020, according
to Mandy Mundhenk, the
social media coordinator
for the farm supplies and
home merchandise chain.
In a news release, Rural
King said it is excited
about the new Hillsboro
store, and will be having
many events to celebrate
its first week of being
open.
Members from all
over the community are
invited to join visit it at
1249 N. High St. to enjoy
the festivities and meet
the staff.
Mundhenk said the
recruiting process has
already begun for the
Hillsboro store, and those
interested in joining the
Rural King team can see a
list of openings and apply
online at www.rktalent.
com.
According to the
release, the retailer,

headquartered in
Mattoon, Ill., averages
10 store openings per
year and is expanding
rapidly, with 109
stores in the eastern
and southern states of
Florida, Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Tennessee,
Ohio, Michigan,
Missouri, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Virginia,
West Virginia and
Alabama.
Rural King’s roots
began as a small, familyowned farm store in 1960
based in Mattoon, Ill.,
and has grown to serve
customers with a large
variety of products, such
as livestock supplies,
clothing, hardware, and
compact RK tractors from
19 to 55 horse power at
select locations.
Last fall, workers sealcoated the parking lot of
the new Hillsboro store
while the building itself
sported a new facade and
paint job. New signage
went up in January.
The building sits on

Robbins
Village
Florist
17.5 acres of land that
was vacated when the
local Kmart went out
of business in January
2018, with the Hillsboro
location being one of 45
Kmart’s that were closed
at that time.
Mundhenk said Rural
King is proud to provide
all customers with the
lowest prices every day,
free coffee and popcorn in

every store, and a friendly
smile.
To find more
information about Rural
King Supply and the
products it carries,
Mundkenk said to visit
ruralking.com, or visit its
new location in Hillsboro
when it opens in the
spring.
Reach Tim Colliver
at 937-402-2571.

Flowers Done Right!
Down to the
Last Detail!
232 Jefferson Street,
Greenfield, Ohio 45123
1-800-860-2012
(937) 981-2012 or
981-2966

OH-70167833
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More than 300 employees, managers and elected officials were on hand for a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Hillsboro StandardAero plant.

StandardAero nearly doubles in size
By Tim Colliver

complete this expansion to
create the additional capacity
that is necessary to meet our
The leadership team
growing customer demands
and employees of the
for engine component
StandardAero Corp. dedicated manufacturing and component
a new 30,000 square foot
repairs,” said Mark Greene,
expansion of the Hillsboro
vice president and general
facility with a ribbon-cutting
manager. “Our dedicated
in September.
employees have set the
Taking part in the ceremony standards for quality and
was Kerry O’Sullivan,
delivery, and this expansion
chief operating officer of
is a direct result of their
StandardAero; Rick Stine,
commitment to excellence.”
president of components,
Highland County
helicopters and accessories;
commissioner Jeff Duncan said
and Mark Greene, vicethe expansion was great news
president and general manager for the county, and expressed
of the company’s Hillsboro
his excitement about the jobs
operations.
it will create.
“We are very pleased to
The possibility of more jobs

tcolliver@aimmediamidwest.com

wasn’t missed by Hillsboro
Mayor Drew Hastings, who
said Friday’s ribbon-cutting
signified “the kind of jobs and
facility that we want to see in
Hillsboro,” describing them
as jobs with a future from a
company with a future.
O’Sullivan thanked both the
county commissioners and the
mayor for their presence at the
ceremony, telling the crowd
that the expansion, which
virtually doubled the size of
the Hillsboro plant, could not
have happened without their
help.
“Literally, we couldn’t be
here without them because the
land that we’re on today was
formally owned by the city,”

he said. “They’ve been very
supportive of us, in addition
to Shane Wilkin, who was one
of the commissioners then,
and who was always there for
us and made sure we had the
opportunity for grants and
everything that we needed.”
He also saluted the
involvement of Dr. Kevin
Boys and Southern State
Community College, who he
referred to as “our neighbors
next door.”
“Southern State has done a
great job of working with us
over the years whether it was
with their specialized training
programs, or aiming the right
people in our direction,” he
said, pointing out that several

of the companies technicians
came through SSCC programs.
A news release from
Customer Service Manager
Kristina Stoops said that the
Hillsboro location expansion
had completed StandardAero’s
current plans for new building
and expansion investments,
which have also occurred at its
Cincinnati, Miami and Kansas
City locations over the last 18
months.
StandardAero component
services provides a
complete suite of complex,
high precision machining
capabilities for aerospace,
oil and gas, and military
customers, the release said.
Reach Tim Colliver at 937-402-2571.

Marriott hotel coming to Hillsboro
Developers
expect to
break ground
in early 2020

for the retail plaza, and
we want to bring in
more restaurants and
new concepts along with
the free-standing sports
bar as well. This whole
mixed-use development
is going to be right off
the highway, which is
going to bring a lot of
attractions and make
people want to come
to Hillsboro instead of
By McKenzie Caldwell
driving 30 minutes away
mcaldwell@aimmediamidwest.com to stay somewhere else.”
Patel explained the
Developers and local
proposed layout of the
government officials
hotel and retail plaza
met in December at
including 83 rooms; a
the Hillsboro Orpheum
retail plaza expected
to discuss the plans
to cover 30,000 square
for a Marriott hotel in
feet that could comprise
Hillsboro.
a bank, five or six
One of the developers, restaurants, second-floor
Ankur Patel, also
office space, and a sports
addressed the audience.
bar, which he said would
“Obviously Hillsboro is be similar to Buffalo
not the biggest city of all, Wild Wings and could
but we wanted to take
include a dance floor.
that risk and work with
Though Patel said
the community to bring
they’ve considered
a Marriott hotel,” said
including known chains
one of the developers,
such as Panera Bread
Ankur Patel. “Outside
and Starbucks in the
of the hotel, we started
development, he said
getting to development
they want to give local

entrepreneurs the chance
to lease space.
”We would love to have
any local brand,” Patel
said. “We support the
local businesses more
than anything.”
Patel estimated that,
between the hotel and
the retail plaza, the
development will bring
100 jobs to Hillsboro.
Discussion of bringing
a hotel to Hillsboro
began in 2016, when
former Hillsboro
Mayor Drew Hastings
announced he was
having a feasibility study
conducted to determine
“whether our market
will support a new
hotel complex and thus
encourage developer
investment.”
Last year, Hastings
told The Times-Gazette
he was seeking approval
from the Hillsboro
City Schools Board of
Education so developers
could move forward with
a project that would
bring the proposed fourstory Marriott hotel to
Hillsboro.

Hastings described
TIF financing as a
package a city would
put together to help
with the infrastructure
on a project such as
construction of curbs,
gutters, sewer, water
runoffs, retention ponds,
lighting and anything
else “that has to do with
the surface or subsurface
of the project.”
In October, the
Hillsboro City Schools
Board of Education voted
unanimously to approve
the TIF compensation
agreement with the city.
Hillsboro City Schools
Treasurer Ben Teeters
said at that time that

the agreement is for 25
years.
A copy Teeters
provided of the
agreement said that
in any year the school
district “would have
received property tax
payments derived from
the increased value to
the parcels included in
the exempted property
… the city will pay the
school district an annual
payment equal to the
amount of $60,000.”
Also in September,
Richard Spoor said the
TIF proposal provides
an incentive for building
infrastructure that would
cost about $3 million for

the proposed project.
The multi-million
dollar development will
be situated on currently
vacant land approaching
the intersection of North
West Street, SR 73 and
Harry Sauner Road.
Patel estimated that the
project will take 12 to 14
months to complete.
Patel encouraged
local entrepreneurs to
reach out to him. Those
interested in leasing
space in the retail plaza
should reach out to
Ankur Patel at ankur@
leocapitalinvestments.
com.
Reach McKenzie Caldwell
at 937-402-2570.
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McKenzie Caldwell | The Times-Gazette

OH-70167834

Office 1-937-981-1172 • Cell 1-740-572-2724
Fully Insured * Licensed * Bonded
Over 20 Years Experience * BBB A+ Rating

Ankur Patel, one of the developers working to bring the Marriott hotel to Hillsboro, explained the
proposed layout of the hotel and retail plaza to local government officials at a meeting on Friday
evening.
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Fountain for uptown Hillsboro
By Tim Colliver

tcolliver@aimmediamidwest.com

Calling the uptown
fountain project
something “that could
not have possibly
happened without this
gift from the Bagshaws,”
former Hillsboro Mayor
Drew Hastings stood
with former Safety and
Service Director Mel
McKenzie, and Bob and
Anne Bagshaw, in June at
the site of the proposed
decorative cascade, to
be located behind where
flags currently fly on
the southeast corner of
the Highland County
Courthouse grounds.
“This will be an
outstanding addition
to uptown Hillsboro,”
Hastings said, calling it
“a great gift from a great
family.”
He said the Bagshaws
approached him about
four years ago with an
offer to build a fountain
for the city of Hillsboro
and since that time, there
have been some “stops
and starts” until June’s
small ceremony on the
courthouse square.
“The county gave
permission for a small
piece of land that the
fountain would sit on,”

Hastings said, adding
that the city would be
responsible for building
and maintaining it.
He described
maintenance costs that
would come from the
city’s street operations
fund as minimal.
The Highland County
Board of Commissioners
approved a contract in
August 2018 between
the county and the
city regarding the new
fountain.
McKenzie said the
fountain will be located
where a flagpole stood,
and that the flagpole
would be relocated to
set behind the fountain
when construction is
completed.
The spokesperson
wanted to set the record
straight that the uptown
fountain project is being
paid for by the Bagshaw
family as a gift to the
city of Hillsboro and
Highland County, and the
family is footing the bill,
which is now in excess of
$100,000.
“There has been a
little bit of work done by
the city like preparing
the infrastructure for
the fountain,” the
spokesperson said. “But
I want everyone to know

Courtesy photo

A “pregroundbreaking” ceremony was held Monday on the courthouse square in Hillsboro to set the stage for construction of a new
fountain.

that about 99 percent of
the costs of this is being
funded by Anne and Bob
Bagshaw.”
Much of the success of
the fountain project up to
now rests with Jim Bailey
of the Evans Landscaping
Company, whom the
spokesperson said has

Shawn Adkins, who the
spokesperson said made
“every meeting that
we had on this better
because he was there
with his expertise.”
Hastings said that as
someone who appreciates
the history of Hillsboro,
the fountain will be one

donated hundreds of
hours to the project
without charge, and who
has also done the legwork
in bringing in the various
subcontractors.
She also attributed the
realization of the project
to Hillsboro Public
Works Superintendent

that is historically and
aesthetically pleasant,
adding that he was
honored and grateful to
the Bagshaws for wanting
to give some something
back to the community.
Reach Tim Colliver
at 937-402-2571.

New playground Drug court gets
final certification
in Greenfield
Coss says court
effects change,
improves safety

The Times-Gazette

visible from outside the play area. The
new design leaves every place visible,
Demolition began on Greenfield’s
according to Gray and design plans
26-year-old Imagination Kingdomat the rendered by Midstates Recreation.
turn of the year after it was announced
The east side of the playground
earlier in 2019 that it was aging and
adjacent to an alley will be developed
parts to repair it were no longer
over the summer into a parking area,
available.
Gray said, and is “another way that
A new playground will be constructed we are thinking of the community and
in its place, however.
families, as parking is a definite need.”
In December, Greenfield Exempted
The former Imagination Kingdom
Village School District Superintendent
was built over a five-day period in
Quincey Gray estimated that the
early May 1993 by more than 1,000
construction of the new playground
volunteers including doctors, lawyers,
will likely occur over three days in early construction workers, factory workers,
March. School board member Charley
teachers, parents, grandparents and
Roman confirmed Friday that is still the students, Sue Zint, who was the
expected timeline.
elementary principal at the time of the
According to a story published in a
Imagination Kingdom’s inception, said.
previous edition of The Times-Gazette,
In early December 2019, Gray
the main area of the new equipment
announced the playground would be
will be in a sort of semi-circular shape
demolished due to the inability to
with other play equipment fanning
correctly and safely repair the existing
out from there. The new equipment
structure as the whole is outdated and
the parts are not made anymore.
will be situated in about the same
Gray also said at that time that the
area as the current playground and
take-down and hauling away of the
includes slides, climbing equipment,
demolished playground materials
spinning equipment, a teeter totter,
swings, benches and picnic tables, ADA would be done at no cost, courtesy of
accessible equipment, and green space. community members who volunteered
their services.
The new structure will also alleviate
According to a source, the project will
an issue with the former playground
— there were many places that weren’t cost a little over $120,000.
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The Highland County
Common Pleas Drug
Court Docket earned
final certification from
the Ohio Supreme
Court’s Commission
on Specialized Dockets
inDecember.
In order to receive the
certification, the local
court had to submit an
application, undergo a
site visit, and provide
specific program
materials in response to
certification standards
that went in to effect in
January 2014.
Ohio Supreme Court
Chief Justice Maureen
O’Connor congratulated
the common pleas
court and Judge Rocky
Coss for receiving final
certification.
“Specialized dockets
divert offenders
toward criminal justice
initiatives that employ
tools and tailored
services to treat and
rehabilitate the offender
so they can become
productive members of
society,” Ohio Supreme
Court Chief Justice
Maureen O’Connor said.
“Studies have shown
this approach works
by reducing recidivism
while saving tax dollars.”
Specialized dockets
are courts that are

McKenzie Caldwell | The Times-Gazette

After the demolition of Greenfield’s Imagination Kingdom, the only thing still standing was this rock
marker, which still reads “Greenfield Imagination Kingdom.”
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Steve Thompson

of the members of the
advisory committee and
treatment team for their
support in this project,”
Coss said. “I think we
have the opportunity
to effect a great change
not only in the lives of
offenders with serious
substance use disorders
but also in the safety of
our county.”
The certification
requirements
include
Rocky Coss
establishing eligibility
dedicated to specific
requirements, evaluating
types of offenses or
effectiveness of the
offenders and use a
specialized docket, and
combination of different assembling a treatment
techniques for holding
team for implementing
offenders accountable
daily operations of the
while also addressing
specialized docket. The
the underlying causes
team can include licensed
of their behavior. There
treatment providers, law
are now more than 210
enforcement and court
specialized dockets in
personnel, and is headed
Ohio courts that deal
by the specialized docket
with issues such as:
judge.
• Drugs and alcohol
The Commission on
• Mental health
Specialized Dockets
• Domestic violence
has 22 members who
• Human trafficking
advise the Supreme
The standards provide Court and its staff
a minimum level of
regarding the promotion
uniform practices for
of statewide rules and
specialized dockets
uniform standards
throughout Ohio, and
concerning specialized
allow local courts to
dockets in Ohio courts,
innovate and tailor to
the development and
meet their community’s
delivery of specialized
needs and resources.
docket services to
“I am honored to
Ohio courts, and the
have been part of
creation of training
programs for judges and
a community wide
court personnel. The
collaborative effort to
bring a drug court docket commission makes all
decisions regarding final
to Highland County. I
certification.
want to thank the Drug
Court Coordinator Tonya
Information for this story was
Sturgill, the Highland
provided by Highland County
County Probation
Common Pleas Court Judge
Rocky Coss.
Department and all

937.393.2373

Meghan Davis

www.thompsonfuneralhomes.com
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