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Highland County Fair cut to seven days this year
Baldwin: ‘We’re
trying to make it
more jam-packed’
By Jeff Gilliland

jgilliland@timesgazette.com

The 2019 Highland County
Fair will be on day shorter than
in recent years, but should
still offer everything it has in
the past, Senior Fair Board
President Mark Baldwin said
Tuesday.
Rather than running for eight
days from Saturday to Saturday
like it has the last 10 years or so,
according to Baldwin, this year’s
fair will run from Sunday to Saturday, Sept. 1-7.
“We’re trying to make it more
jam-packed and keep things
going on all the time,” Baldwin
said of the reason for shortening
the fair. “It will give us less dead
time during the fair and also
helps with the animals.”
He said that in recent years
many people brought their animals in on Friday to avoid other
schedule conflicts, but now

most animals will arrive at the
fairgrounds on Saturday.
Admission remains the same
— $10 for a daily pass that
includes rides, and $30 for a
season pass. Kids under 3 years
old get in free and there is no
fee for parking. An all-day ride
ticket for Junior Fair pass holders is $6.
Rides open at 1 p.m. each day.
A year ago the fair officials
had major problems with the
company contracted to provide the rides, but Baldwin
said those problems have been
resolved. He said a new ride
company, Premier Shows, has
been booked.
“There are supposed to be
more rides and better rides, but
I can’t tell you their names,”
Baldwin said.
The main entrance will
remain the green gate off Fairground Road and across from
the primary parking areas. Baldwin said those walking to the
fair can also enter the grounds
through the blue gate off John
Street, but most of the other
gates are designed for those
with livestock and/or fair passes.
Baldwin said the fair’s main

involved in the fair and we do
that as much as we can. The fair
is for everybody in the county,
so we try to have as much for
everybody as we can.”
There will be tractor and/or
truck pulls at 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday, 7 p.m. Thursday, 7 p.m.
Friday, and 8:30 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. Saturday.
Some of the other major
attractions include a rodeo
at 4 p.m. Sunday, motocross
races at 11:30 a.m. Monday followed by ATV races at 5 p.m.,
a demolition derby at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, musical entertainment by Patrick Roush at 7:30
p.m. Wednesday and Lindsay
File photo courtesy of Emmy Woods
A young girls tries her hand in the show arena during the 2018 Highland County Huggins at 8 p.m. Thursday, and
a cheerleading competition at 5
Fair.
p.m. Saturday.
Livestock sales begin at 5:30
Sunday at the Multipurpose
attractions remain tractor and
p.m. Wednesday with the hog
truck pulls, ATV and motocross Show Arena.
sale. The rabbit and chicken
There will also be a talent
races, and the demolition derby.
sales begin at noon Thursday,
He said autocross returns to the show that Baldwin said will
and the goat, steer, feeder calf,
fair for the second year at 7 p.m. focus mainly on singing, but is
lamb and dairy sales begin at
open to anyone. There will be
Tuesday, and that while most
5:30 p.m. Friday.
a preliminary round at 7 p.m.
things remain the same, there
“We’d just like to see people
Friday with the finals at 6 p.m.
are a few changes.
come out and enjoy everything
Saturday.
The fair queen and king con“They’re offering some decent we have to offer,” Baldwin said.
tests, held early the first Saturmoney to win it,” Baldwin
day afternoon in recent years,
Reach Jeff Gilliland at 937-402-2522.
said. “We like to get the public
have been moved to 5:30 p.m.
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History of the Highland County Fair
By Mary Wharton,
Lavern Holbrook and
Dave Stratton

Editor’s Note — This
history of the Highland
County Fair was complied by Mary Wharton,
LaVern Holbrook and
Dave Stratton.
Prior to the 1930s,
several fairs were held in
Highland County. Earlier
fairs had been held in
Rainsboro, Greenfield,
Hillsboro, and in the
southern part of the
county at Roberts Park.
In the 1930s, there was
an effort to revive the
county fair.
In 1937, the Highland
County Agricultural Society held a fair in Greenfield on Sept. 21, 22 and
23. In 1938, on August 4,
5 and 6, a fair was held
on the site of Roberts
Park, formerly a state
roadside park located on
U.S. Route 62. In 1939,
the fair was held Sept.
27, 28, 29 and 30 on the
streets of Hillsboro. The
fair effort was placed on
hold during the World
War II years.
In March of 1946, a
group of concerned citizens of Highland County
formed a “Grounds Committee for Fairgrounds
Campaign.” They made
up the committee with a
representative chairman
from each of the 17 townships in the county and
any other people interested in starting a county
fair in Highland County.
In June of 1946, this
group of men organized
and formed the Highland
County Agricultural
Society. They sold society memberships for $1 a
person.

There was an old existing fairground, owned by
a local businessman, consisting of 20 acres. It was
rough and covered with
several trees, a couple of
old buildings in need of
much repair, and part of
a grandstand. There had
not been a fair held there
since the Great Depression and World War II.
The owner offered the
use of the grounds temporarily to restart the
fair.
In September, 1947,
they held the first fair,
all exhibits under tents.

Through 1947 and 1948
there was much discussion and efforts made
by the society to buy
another parcel of land
for a permanent fair site.
Due to a lack of funds,
this was never carried
out. They eventually
purchased the old fairgrounds consisting of 20
acres for $3,000. This is
the present site of the
fairgrounds.
After much bulldozing
and dirt moving, tree
removal and demolition of the old buildings
(from which they saved

Serving the Transportation
needs of Highland County
by providing safe & reliable transportation services

Working to keep
Highland County MOVING!

the lumber for future
use), the ground was
ready for new buildings.
One of the first buildings
erected was in 1949. The
Ohio National Guard
approached the society’s
board to build a 52-foot
by 128-foot cement block
building at the south end
of the grounds for equipment storage. They made
the building available
for fair use during fair
week. In the early 1950s,
with help from many
people in the county,
the society held the first
Beef Bar-B-Que. Since

then they have held this
event annually to raise
money for improvements
to the buildings and fairgrounds.
In 1955, the board
built the first livestock
barn, a 78-foot by 144foot dairy barn. They
also built a fair secretary’s office that year. In
1956, two barns were
constructed for swine
and sheep exhibitors.
The following year saw
the Highland County
Grange build a concrete
block Grange Building for their meetings,

Scott, Carolyn,
Randall and
Kurstin Wilkin
of Wilkin Heating
&
Air Conditioning
Urge Everyone
To Attend The

complete with the first
kitchen facilities on the
grounds. The Grange
served lunch and meals
during fair week until the
building was paid for.
The 4-H clubs of Highland County built a concrete block building next
to the Grange building
with a lobby connecting
the two together. The
Grange added to these
buildings by building a
Grange Hall and restrooms onto the south
end of the original buildings. The Grange Hall is
still used as an exhibition
area for fair exhibits.
In 1958, the first Merchants display building
was built, a 56-foot by
128-foot concrete block
structure. Many of the
local merchants prepaid
their space rental to help
finance its construction,
and it was rented for
offseason storage to raise
additional funds throughout the year.
Later, a similar building was built north of the
Merchants Building to
house the arts and crafts
and flower displays.
In 1959, the Hillsboro
Rotary Club built a ticket
office at the front gate.
The Hillsboro Rotary
Club has manned the
gates for the Highland
County Fair since 1947
and continues to perform
this function yearly.
During this period the
county farm implement
dealers erected an entertainment pavilion on the
grounds to accomodate
singing groups, the
queen contest, and demonstrations during fair
week.
See HISTORY | 4
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Serving the Transportation needs of Highland County
by providing safe & reliable transportation services

FRS Transportation, HCCAO, Chris Hopkins Transportation,
Carpenters House of Prayer/Shiloh Recovery Services
are providers of various types of transportation in Highland County.

• NET/TANF/Title XX Transportation Services: We provide non-emergency Medicaid transportation (NET) services for HCDJFS.
We provide educational and employment training transportation through the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Program of HCDJFS. We provide Title XX transportation services.
• Specialized Transportation Program Grant - Over the past 17 years FRS Transportation has received 20 handicap accessible vehicles
and 4 standard minivans through the STP Grant with the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Office of Transit. These wheelchair
accessible vehicles have helped FRS Transportation to more fully help meet the needs of our disabled population of Highland County.
• 2018 Ohio Coordination Mobility Management Project - Mobility Manager is working towards meeting the mobility needs of
Highland County through marketing & coordinating of current transportation services while looking for funding sources to increase
transportation services and mobility options for those who are not eligible for any of our other types of funding sources. Such as:
• HARTS Fare Program: program offers affordable transportation for those who are elderly, disabled or considered low income living
within the Hillsboro City Limits or within a 5-mile radius of the center of Hillsboro. This service is provided by FRS Transportation by
purchasing a $20 or $25 HARTS Fare Card for 10 or 5 one way trips depending upon location, handicap, and age.
• Highland County Locally Developed Transportation Plan: Our county transportation plan allows us to apply for FTA grant fundFRS Transportation,
HCCAO, Chris Hopkins Transportation,
ing for transportation services for the elderly, disabled, and for employment and employment training.
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WILKIN HEATING
& A.C. CO., INC.

Highland County’s
Independent Lennox Dealer
Rear 129 E. Beech Street,
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

OH-70142835

Information Contact Joseph
HARTS/Highland County Mobility Manager at
EmailAdray,
jadray@familyrecoveryservices.org
37) 402-6156 Email jadray@familyrecoveryservices.org
• HCCAO (937) 393-3458
or visit harts4highland.org
This ad partially paid for by Ohio Department of Transportation Office of Transit.

OH-70142767

Phone:393-2311

Ohio Lic#26922
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Dairy and beef wash racks
were also constructed in 1959.
In 1960, a horse barn was
added to the grounds. The
board purchased property to
add to the original grounds.
During the 1960s there was
an effort by several people to
move the September fair dates
back into August, but this was
never accomplished and the
fair continues to be held during Labor Day week.
In 1962, a 60-foot by 140foot covered show ring was
added to the grounds. During
this era a local county horse
club, The Trail Breakers, built
a meeting building and horse
show arena on the grounds.
The building served double
duty as a club meeting place
and food service booth during
the fair.
In 1963, a set of restrooms
complete with running water

Times-Gazette

were constructed. In 1966,
the Hillsboro First Methodist
Church constructed a permanent food booth. This building
was used by several organizations to serve food throughout
fair week for more than 30
years before it was razed. In
1968, a Barrow Barn was built
on the grounds. In 1976, the
second clear span metal frame
building was constructed on
the grounds. It is used for
Junior Fair displays. Shortly
after this, a second beef barn
was built to help house the
increasing number of beef
projects that were being exhibited.
In the ‘70s, the board
moved a small house onto the
grounds to use as a secretary’s
office, and the old office was
turned over to WSRW Radio
as a broadcast booth. In the
late ‘80s, a new broadcast barn
was built for WSRW. In the
1980s, the Highland County
Dairy Goat Club built a new
See History | 5

When it’s your livelihood that counts…
count on me.
Amatha Farrens, Agent
226 N High Street
Hillsboro, OH 45133
Bus: 937-393-8080
www.amathafarrens.com

OH-70142928
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When you run a farm, you invest more than money.
I get that. Let me give you a hand protecting what’s
important to your family with insurance from State Farm®.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Best wishes to the
2019 Fair Participants.
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, Bloomington, IL

Good luck to all of the
2018 Highland County Fair Participants

Jack’s Equipment Co.

CONSTRUCTION & FORESTRY EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST
13201 McWilliams Rd., Greenﬁeld, Ohio • (937)763-3086

OH-70142687
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livestock barn to house
the goats during the fair.
Also during the ‘80s a
new display building
was erected, named after
W.G. “Mike” Wharton,
who served as the secretary of the fair board
for 30 years. Wharton
also served as president
of the Ohio Fair Managers Association. The
’90s saw new restrooms
constructed, and the fairgrounds was fenced in
with chain link fence. A
new 64-foot by 104-foot
Multipurpose Building
was constructed, used
for livestock shows and
entertainment. The old
entertainment pavilion
was remodeled by the
local Garden Club into a
Floral Exhibit Hall.
Throughout the history of the Highland
County Fair, one of its
best successes has been
the growth of its Junior
Fair. This has provided
an opportunity for our
young people to participate and to grow into the
leaders needed for the
future in agriculture,
business, government,
community and in the
home. The grounds
and facilities are used
throughout the year by
schools, church groups,
rodeos, tractor pulls,
cancer walk-a-thons, auctions, horse shows, and
many other events.
In recent past years,
the Southern Ohio Draft
Horse Association held
its annual show at the
fairgrounds in the last
part of September.
The fairgrounds have
grown from the original
20 acres and temporary
tents to more than 60
acres and 25 permanent buildings. These
improvements have been
made with help from the
Highland County Board
of Commissioners, the
Highland County Enginee’s Office, and many
citizens of the county
with both financial support and physical labor.
Also, supporting orga-

nizations such as the
Rotary Club, Lions Club,
Pork and Beef Producers, Dairy Associations,
Dairy Goat Clubs, Poultry Producers’ School,
FFA, FHA, Vocational
Agriculture, Industrial

Hope House
Christian
Counseling Center

Arts, 4-H, OSU Extension Service, Grange,
churches, the schools
and teachers, and many
more organizations and
individuals.
It takes the whole county to make a county fair.

ANNIVERSARY
SALE
Saturday, September 7
9:00 am -- 5:00 pm

10 % OFF EVERYTHING IN STOCK

Models #110 and 160
Efficient and
built to last
Where tradition,
craftsmanship and
quality come first
EnergyMax Plus 110
pacificenergy.net

Gas Logs

937-588-4488

HOMEMADE

24 E. Water St. Stinking Spring

hopehouseccc.com

EnergyMax

Shown in Sunset Red

G10 Real fyre
Gas Log Set

ON SATURDAY

Lay Away Available

The Spectrum Classic

Jotul F 400 Castine

#1127
BUCK STOVE
BOOKCASE

OUTDOOR FIRE CHIEF

TN 40
PELLET
STOVE

INSERT

FORCED AIR FURNACE

QUALITY FIREPLACES

Offering:

*Marital *Addiction
*Chidren’s *Grief *General

Make that call – let the healing begin!
OH-70142285

HEATING BILLS
TOO HIGH??
SAVE $$$
See us today!

Quality

is our goal

30 +

ARTIN’S

Hearth & Home
• Gas Fireplaces
• Fireplace Mantles
• Chimneys

Units on Display

Buy a wood stove and Save Hundreds of
$$$ on your heating bill

382 ST. RT. 41, Hillsboro, OH 45133

8 miles south of Bainbridge • 6.5 miles north of Sinking Springs

• Gas Heaters
• Fire Extinguishers
• Stove Pipes

Now Open Monday to Friday 9-5; Saturday 9-4

OH-70141153

Let the Laurels of Hillsboro take you to the Fair
on Senior Citizens Day, Sept. 2nd
(for Seniors only – age 62 and older)

OH-70142170

Come to the Senior Citizen Parking Lot and we will pick you up.
We will pick up AND drop off
at the same location,
INSIDE the fairgrounds. Seniors will park
at the Senior Center Parking Lots and will
board the shuttle there.

THE HOUR.
c. Shuttle will be at the Fair pick up/drop off
ON THE HOUR.
d. The last shuttle will pick up at the
Fair at 4:00pm.

The schedule of drop off and pick up:
a. Shuttle starts with a 7:30 am pick up at the
Senior Center.
b. Shuttle will be at the Senior Center
pick up/drop off at HALF PAST

Giveaways will be provided.
Door prizes will be given away to those riding.
There is NO CHARGE.
We have capacity to hold 14 people at one time.

We won’t just see you at the Highland County Fair,
We will take you to the Fair!
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PROUD
SUPPORTERS
OF 4H

Stop and visit
our booth in the
Merchants
Building
to learn more
about us and
our products.

PARTS • SALES • SERVICE
PRECISION FARMING
Georgetown, OH
9762 US 68 | (937) 378.4880

Congratulations

to All Fair Participants!
Hillsboro 937-393-1993
Greenfield 937-981-7771

Eaton, OH
(937) 456.6281

La Crosse, IN
(219) 754.2423

Lebanon, IN
(765) 482.2303

Leb.-Spray Center, IN
(765) 481.2044

Pendleton, IN
(765) 778.1991

Plymouth, IN
(574) 936.2523

Remington, IN
(219) 261.4221

Terre Haute, IN
(812) 234.2627

Wilmington, OH
(937) 382.0941

Winamac, IN
(574) 946.6168

Wingate, IN
(765) 275.2270

www.Bane-Welker.com
OH-70142693

OH-70142763

Get Connected at www.merchantsnat.com

Crawfordsville, IN
(765) 866.0253
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2019 Highland County
Junior Fair schedule
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SATH Cutie Pie, Cutie Pet
contests return to fair

See you there!

Submitted story

Supplementary Assistance to
the Handicapped (SATH) will
once again sponsor the Cutie
Pie and Cutie Pet contests during the 2019 Highland County
Fair that runs Sept. 1-7.
If you would like to enter
your little Cutie Pies or your
favorite Cutie Pet all you need
to do is submit a photograph of
your child or pet along with a
$2 registration fee to: Cutie Pie
Contest, P.O. Box 608, Lynchburg, Ohio 45142. Include the
child’s name, birth date, address
and phone number with your
entry. You can also bring your
photo and register at the Cutie
Pie Booth in the Wharton Vuilding during the fair.
· Contestants for Cutie Pie
must be 1 day to 6 years old.
· Contestants must submit
photo no larger than a 4 inches

IT’S TIME TO THINK
ABOUT FALL MUMS

PETERS
Heating & Cooling LLC

by 6 inches.
· Contestant’s name, birthdate,
parents’ names, address, phone
number and $2 registration fee
must be attached with each entry.
· Cutie Pet Contestant
name, owner’s name, address
and phone number must be
attached with the photo.
Each contestant’s picture will
be on display in the Cutie Pie &
Cutie Pet Booth at the Highland
County Fair. Anyone wanting to
vote for there favorite contestant

COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL

New Installations & Repairs

Take 50 East to Barrett Mill Rd ,Turn Right then
right on Cynthiana Road 3/4 miles. Watch for signs.

14415
Cynthiana Rd.
• Hillsboro,
“Gardening
Spoken
Here”Ohio

OH-70141116

* Horses - Campers Rodeo Participants
Red Gate - SR 73
* Pullers and Motor Sports
Brown Gate - Fairground Road

• Energy Efficient
Heat Pumps

* Livestock
Yellow Gate - John Street

• Geo-Thermal Heat
Pumps

* Walk In Gate
Main Entrance
Blue Gate - John Street

• 95% Gas Furnaces
• Mini Split Systems
OH-70142688

Greenhouse & Nursery

The following details the five gates at the Highland
County Fairgrounds in Hillsboro and who should went
which gate:

Save Some Green by Going Green!

Pickett Run Farm
Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-4pm

END OF SEASON
BLOWOUT SALE

Submitted by Linda Allen.

Highland County Fair gates

Free Estimates
lowering your heating cost
- since 1983 -

• Acres and Acres to choose from
• Small as a ball or big
as a bushel
• Igloo mums are back
and in various colors

can stop by the booth. Donations
of a penny a vote will be appreciated. All proceeds will benefit
SATH, a non-profit organization
that assists in providing funds for
programs designed to assist children with disabilities in achieving
their full potential.
The contestants who receive
the most votes by 10 p.m. on
Friday evening at the fair will be
awarded trophies. Prizes will be
given to the top three boys and
girls in each age category and
the top three pets on Saturday
at the fair. The top girl and boy
in each category will be given a
crown or tiara. Every entry will
receive a certificate and ribbon
for entering. All photographs
will be returned after the fair.
For more information, contact Linda Allen, SATH executive director at 937-366-6657
or 937-364-6144.

• Whole House
Generators

* Parking Lot - Walk In
Green Gate - Fairground Road

OH Lic #26799

FREE ESTIMATES (937) 393-5201

Good Luck to
JULY 1 THROUGH JULY 4
AllOff
Fair Participants!
50%
ST

TH

All Perennials and Shrubs
All Other Plants

Fill a Wagon for $1000
- Annuals, Vegetables, Herbs, Hanging Baskets
Take 50W to Bainbridge, Take St. RT. 41 S to Barrett Mill Rd.,
Turn Right and then Turn Left on Cynthiana Rd.
3/4 Miles West to Entrance. Watch for Signs.

14415 Cynthiana Rd. • Hillsboro, Ohio
Starting July 5 - Fri
8am-6pm
Sat 8am-4pm
thru July
131
East Court
Street
Washington Court House, OH 43160

OH-MNC0031692-04

You Dream It, We Can Help Plan It!
OurServices
Services Include:
Our
Include:

– Complete Wedding

– Complete Wedding
Planning
Planning
– Tuxedo Rentals
– Tuxedo Rentals
– Groomsmen Parties
– Groomsmen
Parties
– Wedding Dress
– Wedding
Dress
Preservation
Preservation
– Table Linens
– Table
Linens
Bring
in your centerpieces
and try
on thecenterpieces
table linens
Bring
in your
– Rentals
and
try on the table linens
•
Chocolate
– Rentals and Champagne
Fountain
• Chocolate and Champagne
• Tables & Chairs
Fountain
• Drink Dispensers
• Tables & Chairs
• Drink Dispensers

•
•
•
•
•
••
••
••
–•

–
–

–

–

–

Gazebos
Gazebos
Glassware
Glassware
China
China
Chaﬁ
ng Dishes
Chaﬁng Dishes
Plates
Plates
Silverware
Silverware
Party-Ology
Party-Ology
It’s
Not a Party Unless
there’s
It’s NotBalloons!
a Party Unless
Balloon
for every
there’s Decor
Balloons!
occasion
Balloon Decor for every
S&S
Janitorial
occasion
Complete
Janitorial
S&S Janitorial
Services

Complete Janitorial
Services

620 Pine St, Greenﬁeld, 36 W Water St,
OH 45123
Chilicothe, OH 45601
937-981-22476
740-779-1444

OH-70142820

138 W Beech St,
Hillsboro, OH 45133
937-393-2451

122 E East St,
Washington CH, 43160
740-335-8583

Party-ology

The Linen Closet
131 E. Court St, WCH
740-335-8583

Highland
County Ag
Society Board
members
The following is a list
of the Highland County
Agricultural Society
Board members:
Highland County
Agricultural Society
Board Members
Mark Baldwin
(President)
(Madison Township)
Jon Holbrook
(Vice President)
(Hamer Township)
Mickey Waters
(Brushcreek Township)
Andy Caldwell
(Fairfield Township)
Ervin West
(Washington
Township)
John Stephan
(Whiteoak Township)
John Workman
(Clay Township)
Evan Davis
(Northwest District)
David Stratton
(Liberty Township)
Chad Frazer
(Jackson Township)
Russell Johnson
(New Market
Township)
Jeff McCoy
(Paint Township)
Charles Davidson
(Southwest District)
Doug DeRose
(Salem Township)
Nathan Cook
(Northeast District)
Andy Roberts
(Concord Township)
Steve Patton
(Marshall Township)
Leighton Grover
(Southeast District)
Tony Runk
(Union Township)
Wayne Bowman
(Penn Township)
James Flowers
(Dodson Township)

