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is going on?
What in the

By Chuck Tabor

Have you ever wondered what on
Earth is going on in our world?
Growing up in Southern Ohio we used
to ask that question a lot, especially
when we were faced with news headlines
that told of the Cold War, the Cuban missile crisis, a presidential assassination,
and Vietnam. What on earth is going on?
But much more recently we’ve experienced such things as the Oklahoma City
bombings and the New York City bombing of the World Trade Center, not to
mention the 9-11 attacks. What on earth
is going on?
Then there were the shootings at Columbine, Jonesboro, Virginia Tech, Sandy
Hook, Parkland Elementary, and other
school situations, not to mention things
like the Pulse nightclub, various and sundry restaurant shootings, mall shootings
and the like. What on earth is going on?
Add to these the multitude of political
and legislative shenanigans throughout
the years, including “fake news” and the
most recent abortion legislation passed
by the New York State legislature, and
you cannot help but ask, “What on earth
is going on?”
Our founding fathers developed a
nation that was, as stated in their own
words and affirmed by countless national
leaders in the years since, “blessed

by God.” But over the years since our
founding we have seen the gradual erosion of that affirmation where honoring
men and man’s efforts has replaced honoring God on the throne of our worship.
We are now living in a time when our
society is calling evil good and good evil.
So we have asked the question, “What on
earth is going on?”
But there is also a follow-up question:
“Why, God, don’t you do something
about it?”
Those questions are not new ones.
They have been asked by countless others at various times throughout history.
In the seventh century before Christ,
those very questions were asked by a
little-known and less-read prophet name
Habakkuk. He was seeing his nation,
the kingdom of Judah, going through all
sorts of decay, most of it self-inflicted.
As he saw his once-prominent homeland
disintegrate and self-destruct, he asked
the Lord three questions which together
amounted to: “What on earth is going
on?”
First, he asked, “Lord, why aren’t
you punishing the evil and injustice in
Judah?” (Chapter 1). Once the Lord
answered that He was indeed going to
punish the evil there and that He was
going to use the Babylonians to do it,
Habakkuk then came back with his second question: “How on earth can God

use the Babylonians to punish Judah?”
(Chapter 2). To Habakkuk, that solution
was, in effect, worse than the original
problem. Sending the Babylonians, hated
enemies of the people of Judah, to attack
Judah and thereby deal with the rebellion
there was inconceivable to Habakkuk.
The cure was worse than the disease.
That led to Habakkuk’s third question,
which was: “Will the Lord show mercy in
His judgment of Judah?” (Chapter 3).
Even though God’s methods surprised
Habakkuk, he was quite pleased that
God was doing something. Indeed, God
assured him He had everything under
control.
A few hundred years later, shortly after
the Ascension of Christ, Peter and John,
two of Jesus’s most devoted followers,
were on their way to the temple in Jerusalem at the appropriate hour of prayer
(3 p.m.). While there, God used them to
heal a man who had been lame since the
day he was born. That healing incident,
reported in Acts 3, led to a challenge by
Peter to speak to the people who were
there. Generally, these people came to
the temple at the appointed times to go
through the rituals which they assumed
would somehow make them right with
God. In other words, their religious practices were what they were counting on to
be good enough to get to heaven. They
were living in a world that was calling

evil good and good evil. They were asking the same question we have been talking about: “What on earth is going on?”
Peter challenged them to, “Repent,
therefore, and turn again, that your sins
may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the
Lord, and that he may send to Christ
appointed for you.” (Acts 3:19-20).
It does not matter whether the issues
we are dealing with are personal,
relational, vocational, or church-related.
We may be facing some horrible times
ahead, but our challenge is to repent,
return to the Lord, to wait upon the
Lord, simply because He is in control.
Through all we are facing, whether
it be personal challenges or national
challenges, as we do so, God promises
“times of refreshing.” God calls us to
trust him.
Habakkuk learned that lesson well.
After hearing that God was using an
unusual means to judge his people, he
could triumphantly proclaim, “Yet I
will wait patiently … yet I will rejoice
in the Lord. The Sovereign Lord is my
strength.” (Habakkuk 3:16-19).
If it’s good enough for Habakkuk, it’s
good enough for me.
How about you?
God bless…
Chuck Tabor is a former Hillsboro pastor. He can
be reached at cdtabor3@gmail.com.
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Let God lead you toCalvary
By Dan Mayo

“And they led Him away to be crucified.” — Matthew 27:31
What a joyous day of worship we had
Sunday as we gathered for morning and
evening worship. Bev had us waving our
palms in celebration of Palm Sunday to
begin the service and the children did an
incredible job with a re-enactment of the
Story of the Three Trees to conclude the
service. Palm Sunday is one of my favorite Sundays as it begins the Holy Week
celebration.
In the evening, we gathered for our
last of the Lenten services and, again,
we were treated to great preaching,

music, food and fellowship. The choir
sang a beautiful anthem called “Lead Me
to Calvary”. This is just the journey we
take this week.
Churches will be open for worship
throughout the week, remembering the
final days of Jesus, His death and burial;
then, this Sunday, we will gather to
rejoice in resurrection. Communion will
be served, choirs will sing, plays will be
performed, concerts will sing of crucifixion and resurrection and the Word of life
and hope will resonate form pulpits here
and abroad.
The purpose is to once again remember what Jesus did and why he did it.
As one of the preachers said Sunday

evening, “I know who I am and whose I
am.” Do you? Discover anew or perhaps
for the first time who you are and whose
you are. You are made in God’s image
and dearly loved. And, in surrender of
your life to Christ, you become His child
and Christ becomes your Lord and Savior. You will find your life in losing it for
His sake. You will find life, abundant and
everlasting, and the associated joy of this
relationship.
Let God lead you to Calvary this
week, to the foot of the cross where His
blood was shed and His body broken
for your sins and the sins of the whole
world. Surrender your life to Christ so
that every week will then become a Holy

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
234 N High Street
Hillsboro, Ohio 45133
937-393-2043
www.stmaryshillsboro.church

Easter Sunday Services 10:00am
Stations of the Cross is on Good Friday at 12:00 noon
Easter Egg Hunt for all children following the service!
OH-70110672

OH-70110678

Rev. Judi A Wiley
revjudi.wiley@gmail.com
Cell: 937-205-4292

Week for you; led by Jesus, the One who
is the King of glory, Lord of all and the
risen and living Savior.
Dan Mayo, Pastor
New Vienna Community Church
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God loves
the poor

The Bible contains over 2000 references to poverty and social justice
issues, with at least 200 references telling us directly to help the poor.
Throughout the Old and New Testament we are commanded to help
those in need, whether they are widows, orphans, immigrants, or the
impoverished. Nowhere are we advised to question whether they are lazy
or why they find themselves in dire straits. We are simply told to help
them. The Bible even institutes particular social programs to help the poor.
Farmers are instructed to leave the corners of their fields unharvested and
not go over their fields a second time, but to leave the gleanings for the
poor. (Leviticus 19:9) Perhaps if we had such wise social programs today,
updated to reflect the realities of modern economies, there would be less
poverty, or at least there might be less misery amongst the impoverished. It
is probably true that we shall always have the poor with us, and this makes
it more important, not less, that we should minister to their needs.
— Christopher Simon

“The poor are
shunned even by their
neighbors, but the rich
have many friends.
It is a sin to despise
one’s neighbor, but
blessed is the one who
is kind to the needy.”

Proverbs 14:20-21
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Encountering
God inYour
Fellow Man
“Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.”
— Matthew 25:40 NIV

Imagine a woman who
dreams one night that she
will be visited by the Lord the
following day. The dream is
so vivid that she can’t help but
believe that it is a vision from
God, and so she fully expects
it to happen. The next day at
her job as a nurse, she is fully
expecting to see someone who
resembles the picture she has
in her mind of Christ. She
thinks she might see him with
hands and feet pierced by nails,
or with blood streaming from
his side or his head like the
crucified Christ. During her
day, she tends to an elderly man
with dementia, relieving his
fears and easing his pains. She
tends to several children with
the flu, and throughout her long
day she treats everyone with

the solicitous care and warmth
that she always tries to provide,
but especially so today,
believing that the Lord could
well be her next patient. At
day’s end, she leaves the office
disappointed, thinking that
her dream had been merely
a dream, a phantasm of her
active imagination. Saying her
prayers that night, she despairs
somewhat and beseeches the
Lord, “If only you had visited
me today, my life would
be complete,” to which she
immediately hears the Lord’s
response: “Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.”
(Matthew 25:40 NIV)
– Christopher Simon
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Suffering & Redemption
Christians believe that we are
saved by Jesus’ suffering and death
on the cross, in essence that he
suffered and died for our sins.
We consider Jesus’ suffering to
be sacred, as it is part and parcel
of humanity’s redemption. Jesus
showed us that suffering can be
sacred. That is not a cure or remedy
for suffering, but a way to at least

make it meaningful. It is sometimes
said that human beings can live
without anything except hope. We
might also say that we can suffer
anything as long as there is some
meaning or purpose in it. As the
philosopher Nietzsche put it, “He
who has a why to live for can bear
with almost any how.” Nothing is
worse than severe and interminable

suffering that has no meaning. That
might almost serve as a definition
of Hell: severe and endless suffering
that has no meaning. Imagine having
the realization at the gates of Hell
that we could have had salvation,
but instead we chose selfishness,
momentary pleasures and sin and
now we are going to pay for it.
That bargain, to sell one’s soul for

momentary pleasure or selfish gain,
will undoubtedly appear meaningless
in the grand scheme of things.
Infinitely better to delay gratification
and suffer meaningfully now than
risk eternal meaningless suffering in
the hereafter.
– Christopher Simon

Making space

for God in your life
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.”
—Matthew 6:33 NIV

For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good
than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins,
the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
— 1 Peter 3:17-18

If we want to have a closer
relationship with God—and we
should want this above all else—it
is important to create the time and
space necessary to do so. In much
the same way that a new exercise or
study regimen will probably require a
change in our schedule, if we want
to be a more spiritual person, we
must carve out the time and space
necessary for it. In our busy lives
this usually entails finding time (and
space) at the beginning or end of our
day, since the middle of our day is
usually filled up with work or school
or taking care of family. God won’t
force his way into our lives. If we

want more of God in our lives, we
should create the time and space
for that to happen. There is a good
reason why most monks start their
days early—it’s the only time that
they aren’t likely to be interrupted
by life’s other necessities. It is also
important that the space where you
pray or meditate be conducive to it. A
quiet comfortable corner of a room is
all that is necessary. Find some quiet
time and space at the start or end of
each day to make room for God in
your life.
– Christopher Simon
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Yourself at work
That we tend to remember misdeeds
years (and sometimes even decades)
after the original offense says
something important about us.
That is, we are deeply imbued with a
sense of morality, and when we
have committed a serious offense,
especially one which hurts another
person, we may have trouble getting
over the shame and humiliation, even
long after the other person has forgiven
us. But what good is holding onto all of
that shame and humiliation? We may
never forget the wrong committed, and
the other person probably won’t either,

if it was something serious, but we
should try to find it within ourselves to
forgive ourselves. Jesus died for all of
our sins, even the ones we can’t seem to
forgive ourselves for, and not forgiving
ourselves is tantamount to not trusting
that God has forgiven us. A good
question to ask in these circumstances
is whether, knowing what you know
now, you would still commit the sin. If
the answer is no, then you have learned
your lesson and it’s time to move on.

– Christopher Simon

“But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”
—1 John 1:7 NIV

Work hard and cheerfully at whatever you do,
as though you were working for the Lord rather
than for people.
— Colossians 3:23

We all know that work can
sometimes be mind-numbingly
boring, difficult to the point
of frustration, and stifling to
the soul. But, it can also be
exciting, provide a sense of
accomplishment, and allow us
to serve God by serving our
fellow man. So, how do we
ensure that we have more of the
latter and less of the former?
There is considerable evidence
that what makes workers
happy is a sense of agency, the
sense that they are effective at
what they are doing and that
it is worthwhile work. What
this really boils down to is
doing something that you are
good at. So, if you’re in a job
or career that you don’t feel

particularly suited to, you’re
probably not feeling great about
your work. In that case, you
should probably either retrain
for a different job or work on
the skills that will make you
more effective in your current
job. God has given all of us
specific talents, and if we can
incorporate those into our work
we are bound to be happier and
more effective. But, even if you
aren’t particularly good at what
you do or happy where you
work, do your best to put on a
happy face each day at work.
Sometimes happiness at work,
like happiness in life, is just a
choice that we make.
- Christopher Simon
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Blessed are those who hunger for righteousness
By Dan Mayo

“Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness.” — Matthew 5:6
The path to righteousness requires
great spiritual discipline; worship,
prayer, study, etc. But, it also requires
the use of our gifts in ministry and
service. We must never be “too heavenly
minded to be no earthly good.” We are
called to be in the world, but not of
the world, and to serve one another,
especially “the least of these my
brethren.”
I saw love in action recently in an
amazing display of joyful service. I
visited a ministry that I had not seen
since its inception seven years ago. We

helped them get off the ground through
some fundraising efforts. Returning
recently to assist them again, I saw how
they had grown through the years. It is
a food ministry in a Lynchburg called
“Because He Lives.” It is Christ-centered
and bathed in prayer.
They recently were handed the keys
to a building in town that used to be a
bank. The building appraised at over
$500,000, but the owners gave it to the
group for their ministry. Now, it is used
for the work of Christ to feed people in
the community daily. The energy in the
room, as I met with them, was amazing.
I praised them for their progress and had
prayer with them. They were excited
to give me a tour and so full of praise

to God for what He has done with the
organization. The volunteers were busy
joyously stocking shelves with a recent
delivery of food, preparing for new
families coming to receive help.
Hungering and thirsting for
righteousness gives us a desire to serve,
especially those with great need. I left
with a filled heart knowing that God is
smiling down on their work as He sees
lives being touched and families being
helped. And, I came home with a big
smile, too.
“God is good, all the time! All the
time, God is good.”
Dan Mayo, Pastor
New Vienna Community Church

Flowers Done Right! Down to the Last Detail!

Robbins Village
Florist

One day or
day one.
You decide.

Hope House Christian
Counseling Center

OH-70110277

232 Jefferson Street, Greenfield, Ohio 45123
1-800-860-2012 • (937) 981-2012 or 981-2966

OH-70109569

Aﬀordable
Professional Counseling in a Christian setting
General, Grief, Children’s, Addiction and Marital Counseling

937.588.4488 • hopehouseccc.com
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Having
Faith
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The injunction to “have faith”
seems to suggest that we must do
something in order to have faith,
or that faith is something we can
possess. But, in reality, having faith is
sometimes simply a matter of letting
go of our skepticism or unbelief. In
this sense, having faith is not so much
something we do, but something we
let happen. When you see the work
of God manifesting itself in your life,
allow yourself to believe that this is
God at work in you. Sometimes we
just need to have the simple faith of
a child and believe what is before our
eyes. This doesn’t mean we have to

completely throw our rational mind
overboard. There is a time and a place
for science and skepticism, but science
and skepticism are simply tools that
should be used when they are needed.
Having faith is more like the pervasive
sense that we are surrounded by God’s
loving presence. We are surrounded
by air whether we believe it or not and
in the same way we are surrounded by
God’s presence, whether we know or
believe it, and sometimes we just need
to let that awareness happen. Don’t try
to force it, just let it be!
–Christopher Simon

For we live by faith, not by sight.
— 2 Corinthians 5:7

Hospice of Hope Ohio Valley is
the leading provider of hospice
care for people facing serious
and life-limiting illness.
Comfortable and surrounded by family and
friends, free of pain with your symptoms under
control, support for your family caregivers…
that’s what most Americans want at life’s end.
Hospice of Hope Ohio Valley can make it happen.

OH-70110296

You have a choice, ask for us by name.

To ﬁnd out more
call 937-444-4900.
www.hospiceofhope.org

