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“I think things are going well for us here. Our 
fi nances are stabilized and our enrollment is 
up some from what it was a few years ago. 
Our academic scores are our major concern. 
We want to continue to improve our academic 
areas, especially test scores. That is our number 
one goal and that is what we are working the 
hardest at. We want to be competitive with 
everybody. We also want to try to meet as 
many state standards as possible to provide 
the best education to our kids. Iʼm very excited 
about what is going on in our district and the 
direction we are going.”

EDUCATION

Ted Downing
Superintendent,
Bright Local

School District

Times-Gazette file photo 
Hillsboro Mayor Drew Hastings, left, is shown with Safety and Service Director Mel McKenzie 
in the mayor’s office.

“We plan on completing several infrastructure projects 
weʼve been working on, including lighting, sidewalks 
and paving. Those donʼt sound particularly exciting but 
theyʼre necessary for the common good. Beyond that, 
I look forward to seeing if city council has anything 
beyond the essentials they want to pursue.”

Drew 
Hastings
Mayor of 
Hillsboro

GOVERNMENT

“The Chamber represents the businesses in 
Highland County, and our goal is to do that and 
develop and help things grow. One of the things 
we can recognize is unemployment has fallen, 
which is great, and I think weʼre going to see 
some signs of stronger wage growth. I think 
those are all positive things. Weʼre seeing some 
of our larger companies either growing or things 
are going in a very positive direction. With that, 
though, you have to have a strong workforce… I 
think thatʼs going to be a continuing challenge.”

ORGANIZATIONS

Melissa 
Elmore

President, 
Highland
County

Chamber of
Commerce

“The equal rights of man, 
and the happiness of every 
individual, are now acknowl-
edged to be the only legitimate 
objects of government.”

Thomas Jefferson

“Just because something 
doesnʼt do what you planned 
it to do doesnʼt mean itʼs 
useless.” 

Thomas A. Edison
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“Weʼve got a lot of things we want to do as far as growing the 
company and supporting the community in the area as best 
we can. What weʼre doing to help us internally is weʼre going 
with a new software package that weʼre launching in 2018. We 
started the process and weʼre slowly starting to roll it out. Thatʼs 
going to be exciting for us in the coming year. Itʼs been a major 
undertaking, but weʼre getting there on that. Thatʼs probably 
our biggest thing right now that we have planned to do… And 
weʼre always watching whatʼs going on with the government, 
how theyʼre going to pay for Medicare and Medicaid, and thatʼs 
something we need to keep an eye on.”

BUSINESS

Tim Wells
President, 

East Ambulance

“Weʼre in pretty good shape. Candle-lite and   
Mason Fence have expanded, and East 
Ambulance is doing good. Our fi nances are in 
real good shape at the present time, and sewer 
and water are holding up. Our other fi nances are 
real good. We have a couple of projects weʼre 
looking into if we can get some grants. The 
streets are in good shape, but they can always 
improve. Hopefully, weʼll have some tenants for 
the industrial park.”

GOVERNMENT

Freddie 
Snyder
Mayor of 
Leesburg

“The federal and state budget always cause us 
a little bit of alarm, but those levels of funding 
are probably going to stay where theyʼre at and 
we wonʼt have to make cuts, so thatʼs a good 
thing,” Wise said. One of the big projects for 
Community Action this year and beyond will 
be renovating the former Pamida building it 
purchased in Greenfi eld. Currently, HCCAO oper-
ates three separate facilities – Senior Nutrition 
Program, Head Start and an emergency services 
building – in Greenfi eld. The plan, Wise said, is 
to move them all to the Pamida building, and 
possibly open it up to other entities that would 
be able to provide services to HCCAO clients. “I 
donʼt think it will happen in 2018, but maybe in 
mid 2019. It depends on the funding weʼre able 
to secure, but weʼre really committed to moving 
forward on that and making it happen,” Wise 
said. She said HCCAO wants to operate a land 
bank for the county, help provide more effi cient 
housing for its clients, and help them overcome 
obstacles like transportation, low wages, child-
care and others that hold them back.

ORGANIZATIONS

Julia Wise
Highland County 

Community 
Action 

Organization 
director

Courtesy photo

Tim Wells, president of East Ambulance, said the company is rolling out new software in 2018.

“A business that makes 
nothing but money is a 
poor business.” 

Henry Ford

“Great things in business 
are never done by one 
person. Theyʼre done by 
a team of people.”

Steve Jobs

“One of the things that we as administrators 
have focused on is getting more information 
to the teachers as far as what is going to be on 
the state test. We worked with our educational 
service center to get people who are knowledge-
able about the tests to meet with the staff in all 
of our buildings to help them understand what 
the kids are expected to know. One of the things 
that we have going on at the high school is a 
greenhouse. It is going to be a nice program for 
our agriculture students.”

EDUCATION

Brett Justice
Superintendent, 
Lynchburg-Clay 
Local School 
District
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Where #Goals become #Results

IT’S GREAT TO BELONG:
• Free group fitness classes to explore,
   including: yoga, cycling, TRX and Zumba®

• Free child watch, while you work out
• 25 indoor and outdoor pools
• Swim lessons, youth sports and gymnastics
• Friendly assistance to help you reach your goals

“Things are looking great for the village. Weʼve 
cut back on expenses, and we applied for a
covered bridge grant to restore it to its natural 
state. The police department is in great shape. 
Things look very good and positive for 2018.”

GOVERNMENT

Terry 
Burden
Mayor of 
Lynchburg

Courtesy photo 
Lynchburg Mayor Terry Burden says the village is in good shape for 2018.

“A lot of people have been questioning, ʻIs 
college really worth it anymore?ʼ And I think my 
answer to that would be a resounding yes — but 
I do think the future is going to be different 
than the last 40 years. Iʼm seeing a need for 
short-term training programs, particularly for 
young people who are graduating high school 
and college and are going to need to be learners 
continually. In terms of tech itself, I think weʼre 
going to see more reliance on cloud computing, 
particularly as companies like Amazon get into 
that space… And weʼre working really hard to 
make career connections when students come 
through the front door, even when theyʼre in 
high school and taking some classes.”

EDUCATION

Dr. Kevin 
Boys

President, 
Southern State 

Community 
College

The Times-Gazette

“Things are good. The pantry is in great shape 
and weʼre still helping lots of folks. Our num-
bers are down a little, but maybe that means 
more people are getting back on their feet, and 
thatʼs a good thing. Until more people get back 
on their feet, we are here to help. Things are 
pretty quiet, and thatʼs good, too. Last year we 
started a food delivery program for people who 
are medically homebound. Those served by the 
program are referred to SOS by local doctors, 
and about 30 individuals across the county 
receive help through the program, and I expect 
that number to rise.”

ORGANIZATIONS

Wade Hamilton
Samaritan 
Outreach 
Services
director

“The future belongs to 
those who prepare for it.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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ORGANIZATIONS

“Iʼm trying to fi nish strong. It will be a year 
of transition, since Iʼm retiring at the end of 
March. We have two new council members, 
and new ideas. Phil Clyburn, the new council 
chairman, has new ideas on economic develop-
ment. We hope to get our industrial park certi-
fi ed, and chances are looking good, hopefully.”

GOVERNMENT

Ron Coffey
Greenfield
City Manager Times-Gazette file photo 

Vicki Knauff, director of the Highland House Museum, along with Highland 
County Historical Society members Jean Wallis, left, and John Kellis, right, 
accept a donation from Hillsboro VFW Post 9094 for the refurbished military 
room at the museum. Hillsboro VFW members pictured include Dwight Reynolds, 
back, and Rick Wilkin.

“The historical society is planning another exciting 
year in 2018 with a goal of exceeding 2017ʼs atten-
dance of more than 3,100 visitors. We are looking 
at adjusting the days and hours that weʼre open to 
better serve the needs of the public. The library is 
being completely reorganized to aid in research of 
county information and, hopefully, another per-
manent exhibit will open in the early summer. The 
100th anniversary of World War I and the Armistice 
will be a major focus with a display of uniforms and 
artifacts. Pvt. Raymond R. Stout will be honored at 
his gravesite on the 28th of September as it is the 
100th anniversary of the death of the fi rst Highland 
County soldier killed in World War I. The St. Patrickʼs 
Day Brunch will be March 18 and the Childrenʼs 
Spring Tea Party will be April 22. Several events are 
still in the planning stage. Volunteers are always 
needed to help preserve and promote the rich 
history of Highland County. Call 393-3392 to join a 
vibrant group of people who are on the move.”

Vicki Knauff
Highland County

Historical 
Society

Highland House
Museum director

Times-Gazette file photo 
Ron Coffey, Greenfield city manager, right, is shown at a meeting with the Highland County 
Commissioners. Also shown is former commissioner Tom Horst, left, and former clerk 
Rhonda Smalley.

“Two thousand eighteen is going to be an excit-
ing year. Weʼre working on getting new people 
to join HUBA and be part of making Hillsboro 
more vibrant. I canʼt stress enough to shop local 
— we want to make it more inviting for people 
to shop here and get more businesses on board. 
The chocolate walk, the Easter egg hunt and 
the Taste of Highland County are all going to 
be exciting events this year, and the Christmas 
parade is going to be bigger and better. What 
weʼre trying to do this year is take what we 
have and make it better.”

BUSINESS

Sharon Hughes
President, 
Hillsboro 

Uptown Business 
Association

HUBA President Sharon Hughes says a lot of exciting events are 
planned for Hillsboro in 2018.

“In 2018 we want to continue moving our kids in 
the right direction. Included in that is preparing 
them for the state assessments. Weʼre looking 
forward to working with the kids and seeing how 
they have progressed. We are currently working 
on fi nishing up the concession stand at our new 
track and soccer facility and there is a possibility 
that we will be doing entryway projects on the 
high school and middle school.”

EDUCATION

Bill Garrett
Superintendent, 
Fairfield Local 
School District

“The more that you read, 
the more things you will 
know. The more that you 
learn, the more places 
youʼll go.” 

Dr. Seuss

Diane Garneau,
BC-HIS

30 Day Money Back 
Guarantee

HIGHLAND COUNTY
HEARING AID CENTER

215 N. High St., Hillsboro, OH 45133
(Across from Armory) 
(937) 393-4558
www.HighlandCountHearing.com

Android smart phone users-Starkey 
has a new wireless product for you

The Muse hearing aids deliver:

•Improved speech audibility with Acuity Directionality
•Wireless streaming for Phone, TV, music and other media   
     with Sur� ink mobile (remote)
•Feedback cancelation so no buzzing or whistling
•Experience music in a whole new way with pure, re� ned   
     sound quality
•Multi� ex Tinnitus Technology for relief of ringing   
     in the ears

OH-70024816
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“Iʼm very proud of the progress weʼve made 
when you consider what weʼve accomplished, 
particularly with Corvac and PAS, which are two 
of the big ones. Weʼre proud to have one of the 
fi rst certifi ed industrial parks in Leesburg, and 
weʼll assist Greenfi eld with the South Central 
Ohio Industrial Park to do the same thing. Our 
challenge is going to be providing the skilled 
workforce these industries need, in part by over-
coming the stigma of industrial training. Bud-
geting will be a challenge for 2018. We need to 
overcome the disconnect between Columbus and 
local governments.”

GOVERNMENT

Shane Wilkin
Highland County 
Commissioners

Times-Gazette file photo 
Highland County Commissioner Shane Wilkin, second from right, is shown with U.S. Sen. Rob 
Portman, left, local resident Ken Ludwick, second from left, and U.S. Rep. Brad Wenstrup, 
right, during an event in Hillsboro.

Times-Gazette file photo 
Hillsboro Supt. Tim Davis says he is excited 
for students to take the state assessments 
this year.

“All of the internal data that we 
have been looking at shows us 
making very good progress with our 
students, so we are very excited to 
take the state assessments this year. 
Our staff and students have been 
working extremely hard and we are 
excited to see the type of success 
we can have on those state assess-
ments. We are constantly looking at 
strategies to improve our instruction 
so that we can meet the needs of 
all of our students. The future looks 
bright and we are very excited for 
what that holds for our students.”

EDUCATION

Tim Davis
Superintendent,

Hillsboro City School 
District

“Weʼre hoping for another good year in business 
serving our local customers. Weʼre working to-
ward getting everybody into wireless products — 
hearing aids with Bluetooth technology can work 
with your phone so you can change the settings 
for a more personalized hearing experience.”

BUSINESS

Dianne 
Garneau

Owner, Highland 
County Hearing 
Aid Center

“I think things are looking great. 
Our goal is to get a lot more dogs 
adopted so we can help the com-
munity, to fi nd homes for every 
cat and dog, and to help people 
with injured animals or other pet 
issues they may have with their 
pets in any way that we can. I 
would like to see more people 
take part in the shelterʼs spay 
and neuter programs, and I hope 
to have more adoption events, 
paint the interior of the shelter 
to make it brighter and more 
inviting, and possibly add a small 
outbuilding to the current shelter 
to make more room for cats and 
dogs when the shelter is full.“

ORGANIZATIONS

Amy Rhoden
Highland County
Humane Society
Animal Shelter 

manager

Nick Marado is the Highland County Humane 
Society humane officer.

“The health care industry continues to advance 
technologically with several different electronic 
health records systems to choose from dependent 
upon specifi c needs and level of care provided. 
We anticipate in 2018 our patient base will 
continue to grow with the aging population. On 
the other side of the spectrum, we are seeing 
younger and younger patients due to the opioid 
epidemic… This means we have to balance fairly 
young patients who are battling opioids mixed 
in with a population with fairly elderly patients. 
We do this by personalizing each guestʼs plan of 
care to their unique needs.”

BUSINESS

Jo Sanborn
Administrator, 
The Laurels of 

Hillsboro

Jo Sanborn, administrator at The Laurels of Hillsboro, says the client base will grow 
in line with the aging population.

“A dog is the only thing 
on earth that will love 
you more than you love 
yourself.” 

Josh Billings

If people like you, theyʼll 
listen to you, but if they 
trust you, theyʼll do 
business with you. 

Zig Ziglar
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*No obligation to enroll.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization and a 
stand-alone prescription drug plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment 
in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal. This information is 
available for free in other languages. Please contact a licensed Humana 
sales agent at  855-791-4087 (TTY: 711),  8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance 
services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 855-791-4087 (TTY: 711),  8 
a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
Y0040_GHHHXDEEN17 Accepted

Talk with your local licensed Humana 
sales agent today.

Let’s talk about getting you 
more from Medicare.

Agent Sandy Bartels
(513) 374-6161
(TTY: 711)  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday 
sbartels2@humana.com
www.humana.com/sbartels 

*No obligation to enroll.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization and a 
stand-alone prescription drug plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment 
in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal. This information is 
available for free in other languages. Please contact a licensed Humana 
sales agent at  855-791-4087 (TTY: 711),  8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance 
services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 855-791-4087 (TTY: 711),  8 
a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
Y0040_GHHHXDEEN17 Accepted
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Let’s talk about getting you 
more from Medicare.

Talk with your local licensed Humana sales agent today.

Agent Sandy Bartels
(513) 374-6161
(TTY: 711)
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sbartels2@humana.com
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Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization and a stand-alone prescription drug plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan 
depends on contract renewal. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact a licensed Humana sales agent at 855-791-4087 (TTY: 711), 
8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. 
Call 855-791-4087 (TTY: 711), 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. Y0040_GHHHXDEEN17 Accepted

“Our biggest vision for the Y this 
year is to be more community-
involved, to do a little more for and 
with the community. We want to 
grow the childcare center that we 
acquired in 2017 and just have our 
members come in and achieve the 
goals they set for themselves this 
year. We always have our Member-
ship For All memberships, which are 
based on income, because we want 
our YMCA to be available to anybody 
at any income level… This year, we 
really want to work on swim lessons 
for younger grades. Iʼd really like 
to see a lot more kids in Highland 
County learning not necessarily how 
to swim, but how to be safe around 
water. We do have a water safety 
program that Iʼm hoping to get into 
schools by April if we can get the 
schools on board. Iʼm excited about 
2018. We had a great 2017 and I 
think weʼre going to keep doing bet-
ter and keep doing more.”

BUSINESS

Kellie Kiser
Highland County YMCA 
Associate Executive 

Director

Courtesy photo 
YMCA Executive Director Kellie Kiser 
hopes to get more kids involved in swim 
activities at the Y.

“Our staff looks forward to continuing to work 
with students, parents and community members 
of the district. We are continuing to work with 
improving our technology needs throughout the 
district. The high school is in the fi rst year of one- 
to-one devices for student use. We have added 
devices at the middle school and elementary 
buildings during the year. We are also continu-
ing to look at our student data as we focus on 
achievement in all areas. Our staff and students 
have focused on these areas and we appreciate 
all the hard work.”

EDUCATION

Joe Wills
Superintendent, 

Greenfield 
Exempted 

Village School 
District 

“The Times-Gazette is celebrating its 200th 
anniversary in 2018. Thatʼs pretty amazing when 
you think about it. Weʼll be having a special 
event in June to commemorate the anniversary, 
along with a special section looking back at our 
history. All during the year weʼll be taking a look 
each week at some interesting and entertaining 
news items through the years. Our challenge is 
to continue to be the best and most complete 
provider of local news and information through 
all our various media platforms, to continue to 
engage longtime readers as well as the new gen-
eration of news consumers, and deliver results 
for advertisers, especially with new the digital 
products we can offer today.”

BUSINESS

Gary 
Abernathy

Publisher and 
Editor, The 
Times-Gazette

“Things are looking awesome for 2018. We have 
a new exercise program that weʼre getting ready 
to kick off, we hope to have some other new pro-
grams, and we always have what I call our ʻfan 
favoritesʼ like live music, billiards, and lots of 
other activities. Nothing is concrete yet, but weʼre 
looking into a senior pageant and maybe some 
other different or new activities. This is the year 
to start joining in the fun at the Highland County 
Senior Center. Weʼre excited about the new year 
and what it has to bring.”

Mechell Frost
Highland 

County Senior 
Citizens Center 

Executive 
Director

ORGANIZATIONS

“How old would you 
be if you didnʼt know 
how old you was?”

 Satchel Paige 
(1906-1982)

Call EAST Ambulance

800-215-7366
“Going the Distance 
for Our Community”

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING                    AMBULANCETHANK YOU FOR CHOOSING                    AMBULANCE

EAST Ambulance: 
“Safely Carrying Those You Care For”

Handling all your transport needs: 
Emergency - Non Emergency - Ambulette

24 Hour Dispatch  •  (937) 780-6520  •  800-215-7366  •  www.eastambulance.com
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