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By Anna Bolton
abolton@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Speedy 
construction continues 
on the new Greene 
County Career Center 
(GCCC), which will be 
bustling with career-
minded students when 
they begin in the fall.

Crews broke ground 
at the site just off U.S. 
Route 35 near U.S. 
Route 68 in December 
2018 after Greene Coun-
ty voters passed the levy 
55 percent to 45 percent 
the month prior.

The massive building 
— all 264,000 square 
feet of it — will be com-
plete in under two years. 
Work is being done by 
Shook Touchstone, Shell 
& Meyer, and Levin Por-
ter Architects.

“The coordination 
of this was incredible,” 
Superintendent Dave 
Deskins said March 9 
during a hard hat tour. 
As he moved through 
the rooms, map in hand, 
he stopped to ask work-
ers what they were 
doing and where they 
graduated from school.

Deskins said on any 
given day, there’s about 
160 people on site work-
ing. But what’s exciting 
for the superintendent is 
that some of those stu-
dents are GCCC gradu-
ates.

“That’s definitely one 
of the highlights here,” 
Deskins said.

Even some current 
students are working on 
their own school. Chapel 
Electric of Dayton hired 
22 Electrical Wiring and 
Motor Controls students 

New Career Center takes ‘industrial’ look

See CENTER | 3
Anna Bolton | Greene County News

Crew members pour cement at one entrance of the building.

Career-technical and academic
instruction for high school 
and middle school students.

        Criminal justice training
            for the adult workforce.

Building Ohio’s workforce since 1967!

937-372-6941
2960 W Enon Rd, Xenia, OH 45385

www.greeneccc.com
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to do electrical work at a 
job site, which was then 
delivered to the new 
building.

The facility replaces 
the 191,000-square-foot 
school on West Enon 
Road, which opened 
in 1967 for fall classes. 
The new school houses 
academic classrooms and 
lab spaces to cover the 
24 programs. Each area 
is customized — from 
the criminal justice sec-
tion; to classrooms for 
chemistry and English; 
to blocks for veterinary 
sciences, sports and 
exercise sciences, and 

IT digital media; to the 
culinary kitchen and the 
Greene Room; to high 
bay labs for welding, 
construction technology 
and auto collision repair.

“We let lab teachers 
help us design every-
thing — to set it up in 
a way most conducive 
in getting kids the best 
instruction possible,” 
Deskins said. “We 
thought, ‘What are the 
things we need to do 
that will help this last as 
long as it possibly can?’”

With an “industrial 
look,” the building also 
features a lounge area 
and enrichment room, 
special education sup-
port space, and a torna-
do-safe multi-purpose 
room where the whole 

student body will be 
able to fit, unlike at the 
old school.

But the most unique 
part of the building is 
the high-ceilinged Take 
Flight Center at the cen-
ter of the school, where 
students will build and 
operate robots and fly 
drones off the drone 
tower.

“We want our kids to 
have the greatest advan-
tages,” Deskins said.

An alumni farewell 
will take place 5-8 p.m. 
Thursday, May 21 at the 
old building. A commu-
nity ribbon cutting will 
be held 12-4 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 12 at the new 
school.

Call 937-502-4498 or follow Anna 
Bolton, Reporter on Facebook.

Anna Bolton | Greene County News
The Take Flight Center features tall ceilings and a drone tower.

From page 2
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C. Baker Plumbing Services
& Drain Cleaning LLC

WE ARE HERE FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING NEEDS.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 

(OPEN 24/7)

Craig Baker | Fairborn, Ohio
Reg# 010284

(937)956-9784
cbakerplumbingservices@gmail.com

Now Open!
605 W. SECOND ST., XENIA
(937) 708-8951
SERVICE • VALUE • QUALITY
Serving Xenia and Surrounding Communities
Open Monday-Saturday 10-7

Get what you need, when you need it!
We’ll give you time to pay.

• FREE LAYAWAY  
• FREE DELIVERY O
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U.S. 35 to undergo transformation
By Darrell Wacker
dwacker@aimmediamidwest.com

GREENE COUNTY 
— Greene County’s most 
heavily traveled thor-
oughfare will begin to 
see long-awaited changes 
on U.S. 35 between I-675 
and Xenia.

The highway will be 
converted into what 
is called a superstreet 
designed to enhance traf-
fic flow while also mak-
ing the roadway safer for 
drivers.

Drivers have likely 
already noticed the clo-
sure of the Shakertown 
Road intersection at U.S. 
35. Shakertown Road 
will be diverted to con-
nect to Factory Road 
where a new traffic sig-
nal will be installed.

Major construction on 
the superstreet is slated 
to begin in late March or 
early April.

What is a superstreet? 
A superstreet is a non-
traditional intersection 
that does not allow side 
streets to turn left or 
go straight through the 
intersection. Instead, 
drivers must turn right 
where they will then do a 
legal U-turn at a one-way 
crossover with a traffic 
signal.

These intersections 

will be built at Factory 
Road and Orchard Lane.

What to do with this 
section of U.S. 35 has 
been the subject of 
debate and studies for 
decades. It’s the last 
section of the highway 
between Dayton and the 
West Virginia state line 
that has traffic signals. 
Funding concerns about 
turning the route into a 
limited access highway, 
however, forced trans-
portation leaders to 
settle on the $14.9 mil-
lion superstreet option. 
Funding the project is 
the Ohio Department of 
Transportation, Miami 
Valley Regional Planning 
Commission, Beaver-
creek Township, Greene 
County Engineer, City 
of Beavercreek and the 
Federal Highway Admin-
istration.

Construction of the 
superstreet is expected 
to take a little less than 
three years. Heavy con-
struction will begin this 
spring and is scheduled 
to be completed late in 
2022. While a detour will 
not be required, tempo-
rary lane restrictions will 
occur at various times 
during the project that 
will reduce traffic on U.S. 
35 to one lane in each 
direction.

Both ODOT and local 
officials have said they 
see the superstreet proj-
ect as an interim solution 
for 10 years or more, 
while plans and funding 
for the raised highway 
project – stretching about 
nine miles from North 
Fairfield Road to the 
Xenia Bypass – are devel-
oped further. According 
to a 2016 article in the 
Xenia Daily Gazette, 
some estimates have put 
the project costs as high 
as $140 million or higher.

Reach Darrell Wacker at (937) 
372-4444.

Superstreet construction 
project is underway

File photos
U.S. 35 in Greene County is being converted to a superstreet which will dramatically change where the highway intersects with Orchard 
Lane and Factory Road.

File photo
This rendering by the Ohio Department of Transportation shows how a superstreet is designed to 
increase the flow of traffic while increasing safety.



Thursday, March 26, 2020     5Greene County Dailies PROGRESS 2020

By Anna Bolton
abolton@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Greene 
County’s development 
director says the county 
is in the midst of five 
years of historic growth.

“The overall business 
climate in Greene County 
is great with its near his-
toric lows in unemploy-
ment, a surging defense 
industry on both sides of 
the WPAFB fence line, 
and a private sector that 
continues to innovate,” 
Paul Newman Jr. wrote 
in an email Feb. 21.

Amidst the coronavi-

rus outbreak, as of March 
17, county officials don’t 
have enough information 
to predict what will hap-
pen to that upward trend.

But according to data 
from Greene County 
Auditor David Graham, 
the county brought in 
$9.2 million in property 
taxes in 2019 (year to 
date) compared to $7.3 

million in 
2018. In 
the sales 
tax cat-
egory, the 
county’s 
revenue 
was $28.6 
million in 

2019 compared to $27.1 
million in 2018.

Newman said the 
Greene County Depart-
ment of Development 
is working with local 
jurisdictions and the 
Dayton Development 
Coalition to offer a wide 
variety of incentive 

During county’s growth, 
coronavirus causes uncertainty

Wright Newman Graham

See GROWTH | 11

By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Steve Brod-
sky didn’t have to think 
long when asked for the 
state of Xenia from a 
development standpoint.

“Right now it’s excel-
lent,” the city’s devel-
opment director said. 
“We’ve seen a lot of 
growth in the Progress 
Drive area.”

And he said there’s 
no reason to think that 
won’t continue in this 
year.

“There’s a lot of things 
that have come and I 

really believe 2020 
is going to build on 
that momentum,” 
Brodsky said.

Two new indus-
trial operations 
have moved into 
the old Super Value 
building — Frozen 
Food Express and Pas-
sion Growers (a floral 
operation).

“We’re excited about 
that,” Brodsky said.

Brodsky also thinks 
Aldi moving from Alli-
son Avenue to Progress 
Drive along Main Street, 
and the Xenia school 
district attracting events 

to Doug Adams 
Stadium will help 
spur additional 
development in 
West Park Square 
and Xenia Square. 
The Xenia YMCA 
inside the REACH 
Center is also 

admitting hundreds, if 
not thousands of people 
each day.

“What drives retail? 
Traffic,” Brodsky said. 
“Nothing breeds activity 
like activity.”

The recent influx of 
businesses also shows 

City development on upswing

Brodsky

See UPSWING | 6

Progress In Preparing 
for Emergencies

360 Wilson Drive l Xenia, OH 45385
937-374-5600 l toll free 866-858-3588

www.gcph.info 

Follow us on Social Media:   

Your Accredited and Trusted, Local Public Health 
Authority Since 1920

Progress In Protecting 
Our Communities

Progress In Promoting 
Our Services to the Public

Progress In Preventing 
the Spread of Disease

Progress In Protecting 

Opened second SafeTrade location in 
Xenia; Hepatitis A Testing throughout 2019; 

Fighting spread of COVID-19

New Programs & Services guide now available; 
62 press releases, 32 health fairs/events, 80 media 
engagements; over 640,000 impressions on 
Facebook & Twitter alone

Requested water for those residents affected 
by the tornado; activated Medical Reserve 

Corps volunteers for Red Cross Shelters during recovery; provided 
messages to the public on debris removal safety, damage assessment, 

contacting loved ones and others; conducted 121 food service 
inspections; logged over 857 hours in response; and more 

100Celebrating
Years1920 ~ 2020

Community collaborations; emergency 
plan revisions & reviews; development & 
distribution of Greene County Emergency 
Preparedness Guide; regular training with 
scenarios to keep the public safe
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that Xenia is not anti-business, as 
some have suggested.

“That’s simply not true,” Brod-
sky said. “We do everything we 
can to bring businesses here.”

He said the city is actively 
recruiting to bring diverse retail 
and other types of businesses to 
town.

Brodsky added that Xenia 
rewrote the business code to be 
more “friendly and flexible.”

“Why would we want to drive 
out people,” Brodsky asked. He 
added that when businesses close 
the owners claim the city isn’t 
business friendly, but in reality 
“they don’t have revenue.”

Another major project that 
could begin in 2020 is in Towne 
Square, where the city is look-
ing to fill the empty space where 
Kmart once was. After two pre-
viously projects failed to break 
ground, the city was waiting for 
replies to its latest request for 
proposal (RFP), which were orig-
inally due March 20. Due to the 
coronavirus, however, that RFP 
process has been put on hold.

Once it resumes, Xenia is hop-
ing for a diverse mix of retail and 
restaurants to bring even more 
traffic near downtown.

As for downtown itself, many 
of the vacant buildings have 
begun to fill and Xenia through 
its design and code assistance 
program, Xenia paid for half 
the cost to bring in an architect 
to let owners know what their 
buildings need. Owners can also 
apply for historic tax credits from 
the state to help ease the cost of 
remodeling.

“We work with the business 
owners as much as we can,” 
Brodsky said.

Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-4507.

From page 5

Upswing

By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Construction 
on Xenia’s first roundabout 
began March 16, detouring 
traffic for 90 days.

The single-lane traffic 
circle will be at the Colum-
bus Street-U.S. 42-East 
Church Street intersection, 
eliminating the stop lights 
and improving the flow of 
traffic and safety. The streets 
meet at an awkward angle 
as Route 42 touches East 
Church on a 42-degree skew, 
according to city officials.

Traffic will be rerouted to 
Old U.S. 35, Bickett Road 
and U.S. 42 according to 
Ana Middleton, Greene and 
Clinton County engineer 
for the Ohio Department of 

Transportation, which is in 
charge of the project.

The roundabout is estimat-
ed to cost $1.1 million, with 
around $230,000 coming 
from the city. The rest of the 
cost is from a federal surface 
transportation grant. City 
Manager Brent Merriman 
previously said that a por-
tion of the local match will 
come from limited-use funds 
that can’t be used on just any 
street.

Once the project is com-
plete, all left turns will be 
eliminated, creating a more 
continuous flow of traffic. 
The change will also help 
better accommodate traffic 
volume, which is expected 
to be nearly 6,000 per day 
on the north leg of North 
Columbus Street, accord-

ing to City Engineer Chris 
Berger.

The original plan called 
for U.S. 42 to be re-routed 
to meet the intersection 
at a 90-degree angle, but 
that would have required 
the city to buy five or six 

houses, Berger said. The 
city’s consultant suggested 
the change to a roundabout, 
which required the acquisi-
tion of numerous rights-of-
way but no home purchases.

Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-4507.

Xenia’s first roundabout opening soon

File photo
This is what the roundabout is expected to look like at the US 42/Church 
Street intersection.

Scott Halasz | Greene County News
Work on Xenia’s first roundabout began March 16.
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By Anna Bolton
abolton@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Greene 
County Sanitary Engi-
neering Department’s 
plan to upgrade and 
expand its water treat-
ment plant could bring 
soft water to the homes 
of county residents.

The department, under 
Director Jason Tincu, 
has been developing a 
water quality master 
plan to determine the 
future “build out” of the 
county’s system.

Currently, the depart-
ment withdraws, treats 

and delivers about 9 
million gallons per day 
of drinking water to the 
City of Beavercreek, 
areas of the cities of Bell-
brook and Centerville, 
Beavercreek and Sugar-
creek townships, Shaw-
nee Lake (Jamestown), 
Cedarville and other 
locations in the county.

A 20-year build-out 
amounts to about 12 mil-
lion gallons of water a 
day, Tincu said. A series 
of improvements over 
the next 30 months, if 
they move forward, will 
help get to that capacity.

Tincu said plans in 

2020 and 2021 include 
constructing two new 
wells across the street 
from Trebein Elementary 
and Jacob Coy Middle 
School in Beavercreek 
plus rehabilitating other 
wells. Building out well 
infrastructure to amount 
to 14 million gallons a 
day will allow the utility 
to meet the projected 12 
million gallon require-
ment.

Another part of the 
project will update the 
treatment method to 
membrane softening and 

New water project could bring soft water to county

Photo courtesy GCSED
Bellbrook High School students, led by Beavercreek Plant Supervisor Jim Boyd and Deputy Director 
of Operations and Management Mark Chandler, visit the Beavercreek water treatment plant Feb. 10.See WATER | 10
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“A Name You Know...A Name You Trust.”

937-372-3584

Attorneys at Law
www.dpetersonlaw.com

87 S. Progress Drive • Xenia

Personal Injury
• Automobile & Motorcycle
• Bus & Truck
• Wrongful Death
• Workers’ Compensation
• Job Related Injuries 

Divorce/Dissolution
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• Paternity
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Peterson & Peterson, L.L.C.
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87 S. Progress Drive • Xenia
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70 Years

Established 1950

87 S. Progress Dr., 
Xenia

937-372-3584
www.dpetersonlaw.com
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68 Years

Established 1952

10 Kinsey Rd., Xenia
937-372-6391

www.doctonac.com
Certifi ed Cat Friendly Practice

Docton
Animal
Clinic
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Established 1878

142 Years

LeSourd  
& Co.

Insurance
Agency

1228 W. Monroe Dr.
Xenia

937-372-3559

212 Years

Established 1808

100 Country Club Dr.
Xenia

937-372-7601
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Faith
Community
UM Church

Praying for Xenia
and Greene County
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74 Years

Established 1946

801 North Broad St., 
Fairborn

937-878-4009

Dr. David 
Kocher, D.V.M.

Towne & 
Country

Animal Clinic

BELLBROOK
118 W. Franklin St.

937-848-6751
www.dotsmarket.com
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86 Years

Established 1934

W.A.
Hammond

Drierite Co.

138 Dayton Ave.
P.O. Box 460, Xenia
937-376-2927

64 Years

Established 1951

2440 Dayton-Xenia Rd.
Suite A, Beavercreek

937-429-0655
www.reichleyins.com
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71 Years

Established 1949

1238 South Patton St.
Xenia

937-372-5521

JP Edmunds
Electronic Doors
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175 Years

Established 1845

281 Dayton Ave.
Xenia

937-372-3604
www.woodlandcemeteryxenia.com
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126 Years

Established 1894

20 King Ave, Xenia
937-372-8055

Miller, Finney 
& McKeown, 

LLC
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53 Years

Established 1967

2960 W. Enon Rd.
Xenia, OH
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www.greeneccc.com
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218 Years

Established 1802

75 Water St.
Clifton

937-767-5501
www.cliftonmill.comO
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83 Years

Established 1937

12 N. Limestone St.
Jamestown

937-675-4541
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60 Years

Established 1960

McColaugh  
Funeral Home
826 N. Detroit Street

Xenia, Ohio
937-372-1102

www.mccolaughfuneralhome.com
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52 Years

Established 1968

900 Birch Rd. 
Xenia

937-376-1201
www.louderbackplumbingco.com

R.W. Louderback 
& Son  

Plumbing
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Congratulations and Thank You to these Greene County Businesses  
for your dedicated years in service.
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Custom Cabs
& Trailers

7230 Old U.S. 35
Jamestown

937-675-2395
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1450 South Patton Street
Xenia, Ohio 45385

Phone: (937) 374-2646
Fax: (937) 374-0111

www.screenplayprinting.com
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39 Years

Established 1981

Beavercreek
937-427-3662

www.wright-patt.com
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937-431-1882 ph 
937-431-1885 fax

store3397@
theupsstore.com

13 Years

Established 2007

3195 Dayton-Xenia Rd., 
Ste. 900 

Beavercreek

49 Years

Established 1971
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47 S. Limestone
Jamestown

937-675-9581
www.twistinc.com

13 S. Central Ave.

Fairborn

937-878-2813

42 Years

Established 1978
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35 Years

Established 1985

www.floralfinancialstrategies.com
3195 Dayton-Xenia #900

Dayton, OH 45434

937-626-7525

Insurance & Equity
Jeffery G. Flora

Life-Health-Annuities

49 Years

Established 1971

488 U.S. 68, South 

937-372-6350

Walker’s 
Transmission 

Service
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44 Years

Established 1977

732 S. Monroe Dr. 
Xenia

937-372-6438

Cooper
Security
Systems
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16 N. Grand Ave.
Fairborn

937-879-3199

Muir’s Water
Conditioning,

Inc.

Added Touch
Cleaning

17 W. Main St.
Spring Valley
937-862-9380

www.addedtouchcleaning.com

27 Years

Established 1993
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Farm Market
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2323 US Rte 42 
Spring Valley  OH  45370

937-750-7501

20 Years

Established 2000
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3566 Jasper Rd
Jamestown

937-675-6320

Countryside
Propane

For All Your 
Propane Needs!

23 Years

Established 1997

Dale 
Louderback
937-271-6060
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Realtors

27 Years

Established 1993

Loan Star
Pawn Shop
69 W. Main St.,

Xenia

937-374-3344

www.loanstarpawn.com
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38 Years

Established 1982

21 E. Main St. 
Xenia

937-376-8156

Xenia Shoe  
& Leather 

Repair
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402 W. Church St., Xenia
937-372-1687

Fax: 937-372-1746
www.printing-center.net

The Printing
Center

Sandra Smittkamp, Owner

39 Years

Established 1981

514 N. Detroit St. 
Xenia

937-372-3577 
www.mcilvainerealtors.com

McIlvaine, 
Realtors
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Congratulations and Thank You to these Greene County Businesses  
for your dedicated years in service.

37 Years

Established 1983
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YOUR LOCAL GEOTHERMAL
HEATING & COOLING EXPERTS

937-372-4471
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reverse osmosis.
According to Tincu, 

membrane softening 
creates ultra-fine water, 
stripping out lyme and 
hardness.

“It removes the hard-
ness, a lot of unregu-
lated contaminants as 
well — stuff that we 
don’t know or we’re cur-
rently not measuring 
get removed through 
this process,” he said.

About 20 percent of 
the water is redistrib-
uted around the mem-
branes as “non-mem-
brane water” in order to 
reintroduce necessary 
nutrients into the ultra-
pure water.

This means a lot of 
residents will be able 
to abandon their home 
softeners as they retire 
them or as they need 
replaced.

Tincu said he’s plan-
ning an aggressive 
public campaign, when 
it’s time, to educate 
consumers about the 
changes and if they will 
need to adjust their 

home water softener 
settings. He’ll do this 
through public avenues 
like Facebook, the 
department website, 
bills, and postcards.

Currently, the util-
ity buys bulk softened 
water from Montgom-
ery County and Day-
ton. The department 
won’t need to do that 
when it can create its 
own softened water.

“It’s much more 
affordable and cost 
effective for us to pro-
vide our own water 
than to buy from 
them,” he said.

Benefits to custom-
ers include saving 
money on salt usage, 
reducing risks associ-
ated with carrying salt 
bags to basements, 
and eliminating lyme 
build-up on household 
fixtures. Various indus-
tries, like breweries, 
look for areas that offer 
soft water, too, he said. 

According to the 
county commissioners, 
the preliminary esti-
mate for the expansion, 
upgrades and other 
developments is $30 
to $35 million. Money 
for the project would 

become available when 
current bonds are paid 
off.

“We have a sig-
nificant amount of debt 
falling off the utility. 
We’re basically taking 
the borrowing capacity 
and reinvesting that 
into new technologies, 
better assets, extend-
ing the useful life of 
our assets,” Tincu said. 
“For a long time the 
Beavercreek area has 
been yearning for soft 
water. A lot of the com-
mercial establishments 
have premature replace-
ment costs especially in 
restaurants because of 
lyme scale that ends up 
forming.”

That means resi-
dents’ water bills won’t 
go up to pay for soft 
water.

“It’s a unique 
situation to be able 
to afford this without 
rate increases for our 
customers right now,” 
Tincu added.

The utility serves 
27,000 customers, with 
84 employees in the 
department.

Call 937-502-4498 or follow Anna 
Bolton, Reporter on Facebook.

From page 7

Water

By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — A new 
middle school could be 
coming to Xenia. 

Voters in November 
will be asked to approve 

a bond issue that will 
allow the Xenia Com-
munity School District 
— with the help of state 
funding — to build a new 
middle school. If passed, 
the district expects 46 
percent of approved 

construction costs for a 
new middle school to be 
reimbursed by the Ohio 
Facilities Construction 
Commission.

XCS tried several times 
in the past to pass a bond 

Voters will decide future 
of Warner Middle School

File photo
Voters in November will be asked to approve a bond issue to build a new middle school to replace 
Warner, which needs myriad repairs.

See FUTURE | 11
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325 N. 3rd St., Fairborn  www.fairbornseniors.org  878-4141

Life Enhancement * Transportation * Care Coordination * Homemaker

Trips * Luncheons
Classes * Fun
Legal Advice
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Delores 
Strother
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issue that would have 
enabled the district to 
build a new high school/
middle school complex 
near Ledbetter Road 
and U.S. 42. After the 
last failure, Superinten-
dent Dr. Gabe Lofton 
convened a visioning 
committee to explore 
facility options.

“As a district, we have 
a very real responsibil-
ity to maintain current 
facilities and upgrade 
or replace where main-
tenance is no longer the 
most reasonable, cost-
effective choice,” Lofton 
said. “This resolution 
is an extension of the 
work done by the vision-
ing committee over 
the past two years, and 
moves us one small but 
important step forward 
in the process.”

After many meetings 
and deliberations, the 
committee recommend-
ed replacing Warner.

According to the 
state’s assessment 
done several years ago, 
WMS, originally built 

in 1962, has several 
main systems — includ-
ing heating, electrical, 
fire alarm, and plumb-
ing — that are in need 
of replacement, while 
significant repairs are 
necessary for the roof 
and ventilation system. 
Other issues with the 
more-than 50-year-old 
structure include a 
non-compliant security 
system, a lack of central 
air conditioning, and 
inadequate and non-
compliant handicapped 
access. The report also 
noted that the overall 
facility is not equipped 
with an automated fire 
suppression system.

Warner houses 1,100 
students daily and is no 
longer able to meet the 
needs of those students, 
according to district 
officials. Projections 
also show that the 
population of middle 
school-age students in 
the Xenia district will 
increase in the coming 
years.

The XCS long-range 
facilities plan — which 
was revamped in 2017 
to take a look at the 
district’s physical 
assets — places WMS 

at the top of the list of 
needs. Based on those 
assessments, as well 
as feedback from the 
community, Warner has 
become the top priority.

“The board is com-
mitted to ensuring the 
well-being and success 
of all students in Xenia 
schools,” said Jennifer 
Marietta, XCS board 
president. “Providing 
quality facilities that 
are safe and secure is at 
the core of that commit-
ment, and we are mov-
ing forward with that 
end goal in mind.”

Although the vision-
ing committee dis-
cussed the high school, 
no recommendation 
was made.

After the last bond 
issue failure, the dis-
trict began setting 
aside money each year 
to make sure work can 
be done on Warner and 
Xenia High School in 
case new buildings are 
not able to be built. 
That money would 
enable the district to 
keep students safe, 
warm, and dry.

Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-
4507.

From page 10

Future

options to attract any 
and all companies to the 
region — but specifically 
in aviation, biomedical, 
defense and manufactur-
ing sectors.

“Furthermore, we 
actively promote Greene 
County as a unique des-
tination that is a great 
place to live, work and 
play,” he said.

Kathleen Wright, exec-
utive director of Greene 
County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, called 
2019 a very productive 
year for the county, 
including in terms of 
lodging numbers and 
large events attracting 
visitors.

Two new hotels — 
Home 2 Suites in Bea-
vercreek and the Tru in 
Fairborn — added 108 
rooms and 109 rooms, 
respectively. Wright said 
the 88-room Hampton 
Inn in Xenia and the 
96-room Home 2 Suites 
in Centerville also 
helped accommodate 
larger groups.

Graham’s report shows 

the county brought in 
$1,399,806 in hotel 
lodging taxes in 2019 
(year to date), just 
slightly more than the 
$1,377,637 in 2018.

Looking ahead — 
2020 will add two more 
hotels in Beavercreek, a 
Holiday Inn Express and 
a dual brand hotel out-
side the Mall at Fairfield 
Commons.

But all those spaces are 
needed most when large 
groups of visitors travel 
to Greene County for 
special events. Whether 
those events will go on is 
a mystery for now.

Dayton Hamvention 
saw its highest atten-
dance in 2019 — 32,472 
visitors from 50 states 
and 60 other coun-
tries — since the event 
moved to the Greene 
County Fairgrounds & 
Expo Center in Xenia in 
2017. Hamvention offi-
cials signed a five-year 
agreement to host the 
event there at the fair-
grounds, but its commit-
tee announced March 15 
that its convention slated 
for May is canceled due 
to coronavirus concerns.

The county also host-
ed almost 40 military 

reunions from March 
through mid-November 
in 2019.

“Among the many 
esteemed groups were 
two WWII groups who 
convened to honor their 
fallen comrades and 
gather for the last time 
at the National Museum 
of the USAF. The B-29’s 
of the Marianas and The 
Distinguished Flying 
Cross Society were salut-
ed for their bravery and 
important contributions 
to historical battles,” 
Wright said.

Other major events 
included the 2019 Vin-
tage Motor Car Club of 
America – ‘Bicycles to 
Biplanes’ Heritage Tour 
in June, the 34th Annual 
Trans Am Nationals 
show with its largest 
registration of 485 cars, 
as well as the Creek 
Classic and Haunted 
Classic soccer tourna-
ments.

The Air Force Mara-
thon — with 9,849 par-
ticipants — was down 
slightly but had an eco-
nomic impact of more 
than $9 million dollars.

Call 937-502-4498 or follow Anna 
Bolton on Facebook.

From page 5

Growth
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OFFICE SUPPLY INC.

169 WEST MAIN STREET, 
XENIA, OHIO 45385

937-372-2381
1-800-686-2381

FAX: (937) 372-0885

Established Since 1923
Serving Greene County 97 Years

Supporting the Fairborn business community for over 75 years. The 
Fairborn Area Chamber of Commerce provides many discount programs 
including healthcare, dental, workers comp and processing services to 
name a few. The Chamber is a great place to promote and market your 
business. Call or visit us today and see how the chamber can work for you! 
SHOP/EAT/BUY LOCAL!

12 North Central Ave., Fairborn   (937) 878-3191   fairbornchamber.com
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Utility 
Assistance Housing Updates

Greene County PIPP 
customers can 

utilize our 
automated system 

to make an 
appointment. Call: 

937-514-4777 
Customers with 

questions should 

call: 937-376-7747

For those who are 
experiencing housing 

issues and need 
assistance with 
emergency or 

transitional shelter, as 
well as re-housing: we 
can help. Contact the 

Donnellan Shelters 
today: 937-376-3111

We will re-open our 
permanent office 

Spring 2020! 

Stay tuned for 
additional programs 

and resources for 
Greene County 

residents.

Administrative Office: 719 S. Main St., Dayton, OH 45402  |  www.miamivalleycap.org  |  937-341-5000

MVCAP Staff Members at Greene County

Community Action Day

May 2019

We are back in Greene County at a temporary location!
Remodeling work continues at our Greene County office.

Come see us at 477 Dayton Avenue, Xenia, OH.
We are next door to the construction!

Administrative Office: 719 S. Main St., Dayton, OH 45402 | www.miamivalleycap.org | 937-341-5000
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We are back in Greene County at a temporary location!
Remodeling work continues at our Greene County office.

Come see us at 477 Dayton Avenue, Xenia, OH.
We are next door to the construction!

By Whitney Vickers
wvickers@aimmediamidwest.com

FAIRBORN — The 
City of Fairborn has 
been prioritizing eco-
nomic development in 
recent years, and city 
officials say the over-
all business climate is 
“excellent.”

Communications Man-
ager Meghan Howard 
highlighted that recent 
investments made at 
Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base are ben-
eficial for Fairborn, as 
it has the possibility 
to result in attracting 

new defense contract-
ing companies to the 
city. Partnerships the 
city has made with 
educational institutions 
will also likely result in 
positioning Fairborn to 
offer a skilled workforce 
as manufacturing jobs 
begin to grow in the 
Miami Valley.

“Fairborn’s proximity 
to Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base lends itself 
as an attractive location 
for defense contractors,” 
she said. “In addition, 
manufacturing opportu-
nities are on the rise in 
the region.”

Clark State Commu-
nity College in response 
to increased manufac-
turing opportunities has 
begun offering varying 
degrees of manufactur-
ing technology manage-
ment education.

“Our target busi-
nesses are those that 
create opportunities for 
our community to live, 
work, and play,” Howard 
said.

As the city strives to 
be as business-friendly 
as possible, its develop-
ment services depart-

Business climate ‘excellent’ in Fairborn

File photo
The city created the Spark Incubator in recent years to give potential up-and-coming businesses 
space and resources to get started.See CLIMATE | 15

Have you heard? 
YS Federal Credit Union has auto loan rates as low as 2.99% APR*

YSCU 
is here to help you.

YS Federal Credit Union
217 Xenia Avenue | Yellow Springs, OH  45387

P: 937-767-7377

Whether shopping 
for a NEW, 

or new-to-you vehicle,

First time financing a vehicle? 
Credit not yet established? We have 
options. Ask about our special First 

Time Auto Loan Program.

OH-70179827

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rate varies by car model year and credit score. Rates subject to change.
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By Whitney Vickers
wvickers@aimmediamidwest.com

FAIRBORN — Fair-
born city officials have 
said that 2020 will be the 
year of streets.

And its projects that 
are on the books — the 
construction of a new 
roundabout, completion 
of a Kauffman Avenue 
widening project, Cen-
tral Avenue reconstruc-
tion and Broad Street 
improvements — sup-
port that statement.

A roundabout will 
be constructed at the 
Col. Glenn Highway 
and Kauffman Avenue 
intersection, replacing 
its current stop-light 
system. City officials 
have said previously that 
the Col. Glenn Highway 
and Kauffman Avenue 
intersection is one of 
the most dangerous 
intersections in the city 
due to its skewed angle 
and aging infrastructure, 
and feel that installing 
a roundabout will cre-
ate more efficiency and 
safety among motorists.

As the roundabout 
project progresses, 
Kauffman Avenue will 
also continue to see 
the widening of the 
roadway from Linberg 
Avenue into the new 
roundabout. The city 
will pickup the project 
at Linberg Avenue down 
Central Avenue to Day-
ton Drive to reconstruct 
the roadway.

“The city will con-

tinue to do its best to 
make sure construction 
is moving as quickly as 
possible so we can enjoy 
the new roadway,” City 
Engineer Lee Harris 
said in a previous inter-
view.

Broad Street will close 
at Spangler Road and 
Sandhill Drive and Inter-
state-675 so that crews 
can improve the storm 
sewer system, widen the 
roadway and construct a 
new 10-foot wide multi-
use path. The dates of 
the road closure have 
yet to be determined, 
and businesses such as 
Waste Management will 
be impacted. Therefore, 
city officials are aiming 
to avoid a closure longer 
than 30 days.

Construction on 
Xenia Drive is expected 
to wrap-up this year. 
Water lines were being 
replaced beneath the 
roadway in 2019, and 
city officials were wait-
ing for the weather to 
warm up in the spring 
months before giving 
the “green light” to lay 
pavement, which is the 
final step in the project.

Maple Avenue is also 

expected to receive a 
resurfacing between 
Doris Drive and Dayton 
Drive. Water lines will 
be replaced along Maple 
Avenue between Doris 
and Dayton Drives as 
well. Maple Avenue will 
also have a 10-foot wide 
multi-use path installed, 
in addition to Yellow 
Springs-Fairfield Road 
between Spangler Road 
and Warm Springs Road.

Waterford Landing, a 
housing subdivision that 
has been adding numer-
ous new homes to the 
city over the last few 
years, is located along 
Yellow Springs-Fairfield 
Road.

“The people with new 
houses will have a nice 
path to get to and from 
the city,” Harris said 
previously. “Families will 
be able to enjoy the nice 
weather in the summer 
[and utilize the path] 
to enjoy our city events 
and everything our com-
munity has to offer.”

Additional road con-
struction projects are on 
the books for years to 
come.

Contact Whitney Vickers at 937-
502-4532.

Fairborn roads to receive improvements

File photos
Utility work was one of the first steps taken with the Fairborn roundabout project.

Kauffman Avenue (pictured) is expected to end 2020 wider than 
it began the year.

LOCATIONS:

SERVICES:
• Th erapy • Case Management 

• Nursing Services • Prescriptive Services

ADDITIONAL OHIO LOCATIONS:
Middletown, Springfi eld, Cincinnati, Portsmouth, Ironton, 

Chillicothe, and Jackson
Visit us at: https://pathihc.com/

Follow us on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/pathihc/

Outpatient Behavioral Health

Fairborn
188 W. Hebble Ave.

Fairborn, Ohio 45324
937-754-5911

Xenia
53 W. Main Street
Xenia, Ohio 45385

937-971-2350
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By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Greene 
County residents have 
a single location to visit 
for primary and specialty 
care along with imaging 
and lab services.

Premier Health opened 
its Beavercreek medical 
office building on Lakev-
iew Drive in December 
and it features the 
combination of two prac-
tices — Fairfield Road 
Physician Offices, and 
First Care Family Medi-
cal — now operating as 
Premier Health Primary 
Care Beavercreek.

“This facility will act 
as a Premier Physician 
Network primary and 
specialty care center, and 
will also have X-ray and 
laboratory services,” said 
Diane Pleiman, president 
of Premier Physician 
Network. “It will provide 
patients from Beaver-
creek and the surround-
ing communities a single 
point of multidisciplinary 
services, where they can 
receive diagnostic and 
preventive care close 
to home. Our goal is to 
make their health care 
convenient, streamlined, 
and comprehensive – 
while at the same time 
easy to access.”

The medical office 
building has space for 12 
primary care providers 
and offers specialty ser-
vices in orthopedics, car-
diology, rheumatology, 

OB/GYN, imaging, and 
lab services through 
CompuNet.

Primary care provid-

ers include: Quratulain 
Aziz, MD; Joseph 
Leithold, MD; Anjana 
Shah, MD; Samar 

Hijazi, MD; Ziad Khat-
ib, MD; Geetha Amba-
lavanan, MD; Jennifer 
Romaker, FNP; and 

Estella Wetzel, FNP.
Specialties include 

Premier Cardiovascular 
Institute with provid-
ers Christina Anslinger, 
DO; Robert Bulow, DO; 
Gary Fishbein, MD; J. 
Bradley Gibson, DO; 
Amit Goyal, MD; Kevin 
Kravitz, MD; and G.S.V. 
Ramanathan, MD.

Premier Orthopedics, 
including Michael Raab, 
MD; Eric Fester, MD; 
and Aloiya Earl, MD.; 
and Premier Health 
Rheumatology with 
provider Sanford Wolfe, 
DO., are also located in 
the new building, along 
with Lifestages Centers 
for Women including 
Susan Emmerling, MD 
and Joel Metze, MD.

“What pleases me 
about this project is the 
patient-first approach to 
design,” said Dr. Bihu 
Sandhir, Premier Physi-
cian Network primary 
care executive medical 
director. “The patient-
centric space plan keeps 
the flow and wayfinding 
intuitive and breaks the 
large multi-specialty 
practices into smaller, 
easy-to-navigate zones.”

Premier is also in its 
first full year of online 
scheduling for new and 
existing patients. Rolled 
out in August 2019, 
patients can simply go 
to www.premierhealth.
com/makeanappoint-
ment click on the 
“Schedule Now” button 
and, in some instanc-

es, have a same day 
appointment with a pri-
mary care or orthopedic 
provider, according to 
Premier officials.

When scheduling 
online, new patients can 
choose from more than 
80 providers in primary 
care and orthopedics. 
They can easily sort 
by location and times 
that are convenient for 
them. A profile of the 
provider and practice 
is also available. Click-
ing on the provider 
name brings up detailed 
information including 
provider background 
and education; accepted 
insurances; office loca-
tions and hours; and 
more.

In the last 12 months, 
Premier also opened its 
newest urgent care loca-
tion on North Fairfield 
Road in Beavercreek. 
It’s opn 9 am. to 9 p.m. 
daily. The urgent care 
location will handle a 
variety of health care 
needs from minor ill-
nesses such as sinus 
infections, earaches, 
allergies and pink eye 
to injuries such as frac-
tured bones. Providers 
will also be able to con-
duct school and sports 
physicals, and adminis-
ter vaccinations. Diag-
nostic testing for the 
flu, pregnancy and strep 
can be done on-site as 
well as X-rays.

Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-
4507.

Premier expands Greene County footprint

Beavercreek’s new urgent care is in its first full year.

Photos courtesy Premier Health
Premier patients can schedule appointments online.
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225 N Ludlow St. Dayton, OH 45402   •  937-228-1124
www.thedaytonwomansclub.com  •  E-mail: dwcmanager@gmail.com
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T  he Dayton Woman’s Club was founded in 1916 and has been serving the community for over 90 years. The 
traditions and heritage of our “founding mothers” have been passed down to today’s energetic and enthusiastic 
women and men.

In the late 1840s Robert W. Steele, for whom Dayton’s fi rst high school was named, built a home at 225 North 
Ludlow Street. Napoleon Bonaparte Darst purchased the house in the 1860s and began extensive renovation and 

enrichment, thus changing the Classic Revival style of Mr. Steele’s home to the Second Empire style.

In 1916 a group of civic-minded women met to plan the establishment of an organization to provide women of the area with a center for 
social, civic and literary activities. To fi nance its purchase, the founders sold stock at ten dollars per share. Mrs. Charles H. Kumler, president 
of the Dayton Federation of Women’s Clubs, later the fi rst president of the DWC, headed a stock-selling drive among the members of The 
Federation. On November 1, 1916 The Woman’s Clubhouse Company of Dayton, Ohio — The Dayton Woman’s Club — was incorporated 
under the laws of the State of Ohio.

We thank you for the opportunity to serve your social, conference and banquet needs. The DWC is a private club serving 
its members and their guests. Our professional staff  is at your service.

GOALS & PURPOSE | To preserve and maintain the historic home at 225 N. Ludlow Street in Dayton, Ohio; To provide a 
gracious setting for The Club’s members and guests for social events and business meetings; To present programs for 
personal, social, professional and philanthropic growth of members and guests.

enrichment, thus changing the Classic Revival style of Mr. Steele’s home to the Second Empire style.
Since 1916

If you are 
interested 
in joining 

the group, call 
(937) 228-1124

By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — One of the 
best words a finance 
director can use is 
“stable.”

That’s exactly how 
Ryan Duke described 
Xenia’s status moving 
forward.

“I think it’ll be a pretty 
good year,” he said.

Xenia’s tax revenue 
grew 6.33 percent in 
2019 and a 3 percent 
growth in income tax 
collections is projected 
for 2020. The city’s 
key operating funds 

are projected to 
meet their reserve 
requirement at the 
end of the year 
despite having an 
extra pay period.

Expenses will 
exceed revenue by 
around $50,000 at 
the end of the year, but 
the city had excess rev-
enue of around $148,400 
in 2019, allowing the 
city to meet its reserve 
this year.

Duke also said the 
city’s water and sewer 
rates are in “a very 
healthy condition” and 
he doesn’t expect city 

staff to recom-
mend raising rates. 
He added that 
rates haven’t been 
amended since 
January 2018.

The city’s other 
major funding 
group — capital 

funds — aren’t in as 
good of shape as others.

“The city’s general 
capital improvement 
fund is inadequately 
resourced to address 
capital needs mainly 
street improvements,” 
Duke said. “Increases in 
gas tax revenue will posi-
tively impact the city’s 

ability to address streets, 
however, the resources 
necessary to signifi-
cantly improve the city’s 
transportation systems 
are simply not available. 
Additional funding is 
needed to adequately 
address capital needs.”

The city tried to pass a 
levy that would have pro-
duced enough revenue 
to fix all the streets, but 
it was turned down by 
voters. Xenia is still com-
mitted to spend at least 
$500,000 annually on its 
roads.

Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-
4507.

Xenia in good shape financially

Duke

ment is responsible for providing a virtual “one-
stop-shop” for development and is able to guide 
businesses through planning, building code 
and inspections for residential, commercial and 
industrial development within the city.

“We also seek to attract innovators as we 
continue to market our Spark Incubator space 
on Main Street,” Howard said. “Collaboration 
among businesses at all phases, from upstart to 
Fortune 500, is critical to creating and sustain-
ing a thriving economic climate.”

The Spark Incubator is housed in the former 
Roush’s Restaurant and offers an industrial 
kitchen to provide potential up-and-coming 
food-based businesses a space to practice and 
proceed with opening their business. The Spark 
Incubator also provides office space and tools 
and membership is based on the needs of the 
individuals it serves.

Contact Whitney Vickers at 937-502-4532.

From page 12

Climate
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