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Plenty of raw talent at Beavercreek
Seniors providing solid leadership
approach that we’re taking with the
guys.”

BEAVERCREEK — Whether it is a
ploy to lull their opponents to sleep,
or if a lot of playing positions are still
up in the air, Beavercreek head coach
Nic Black didn’t have a lot of specifics
to give about the 2019 Beavers varsity
football team.
“We’re just really focusing our effort
on our own self improvement, as
opposed to maybe looking forward
to opponents and things like that. So
we’re putting a lot of emphasis on our
own effort, all those things that are
controllable by our players,” Black said.
“Our effort, our accountability with
each other, our preparation, and not
worrying so much about this or that
offense or defense that we’re going up
against. … It’s more about putting the
focus on us and our own development.
… The kids themselves have been really
responsive with this approach, and I
think we have some talented kids that
are younger for us, and we have some
very good leadership within our older
players. I think that’s a nice mix for the

OFFENSE
Beavercreek fans may want to pay
close attention to the game program
rosters, because they could be seeing
a lot of new players in the lineups this
season.
“We don’t have a ton of people
that are returning kind of anywhere.
We’re not heavy on either side of the
ball where we’ve got guys with tons
and tons of experience. We ended up
playing some younger kids at the end
of the year, and this year we’ll probably
end up playing some younger kids
again on the offensive and defensive
side of the ball,” Black said.
A quick comparison of the number
of sophomores on last season’s team
and this year’s shows there is only a
slight rise, from 30 in 2018 to 33 this
time around, nearly half the entire
roster, and Black and his coaching
staff were seen frequently subbing in
players during a recent three-team
scrimmage with Toledo St. Francis and
Sidney. The idea is to expose the kids

John Bombatch | Greene County News

You call a group of Beavers a colony. Here the Beavercreek colony stuffs a Sidney running back during
a recent scrimmage game.

to gametime situations as often as they
can, so that the team can simply reload
each year with more talent.
“We’ve got several kids that can go
on the offensive line, we’ve got a really
nice depth of wing/skilled running back
guys,” he added.
Black said senior quarterback Nick
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Brown will likely get the start for the
Beavers opening game, but said there
are actually three good quarterbacks
on the team. So it’s possible that
sophomores Kam Bennett and Justin
Hocker could see action behind center
this season, too.
Basketballer Mali Harris-Strayhorn
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fall season!
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will see action as a wide receiver and
cornerback. “He’s a newcomer who
has shown that he is very talented, and
we’ve got some good solid linemen
who are back this season — seniors
Justin Knipper (6-foot, 250 pounds)
and Trevor Connolly (6-3, 310) — who
will be big factors for us offensively as
well,” added Black.
DEFENSE
On defense, it appears to be a similar
story.
“We’ve got a bunch of guys who
played a little bit, but they weren’t the
full-time starter,” Black said. “Reagan
King would be our main guy over there,
along with Seth Owens — a defensive
end (King) and a linebacker (Owens).
“And then we’ve got a bunch of guys
on defense who have played a little bit.
(Cornerbacks) Kenny Blackmore played
some; Sean Carson played some … and
we’ve got a few new faces who will see
playing time on defense as well.”
SPECIAL TEAMS
Black said assistant coach Mike
Aiken has been working with several
kids on the kicking game, and that the
team now has “4-5 guys” who are vastly
improved in kicking the ball. “They’re
really fighting for jobs over there,
which is always great because you get
better with good competition,” Black
said.
With a slew of talented wingbacks
and defensive backs on the squad,
Black said several of those players

Beavercreek head coach Nic Black gets airborne
while yelling encouragement to his players,
during a recent scrimmage game at Beavercreek
High.

will also see action as kick and punt
returners.
Photos by John Bombatch | Greene County News
OVERALL LOOK
Beavercreek
has
at
least
four
reliable
kickers
on
its
roster
this season.
Coach Black may have seemed a little
secretive in regards to his 2019 football
team when he was interviewed, but
maybe he’s just trying to get used to
all the new kids’ names himself? In a
recent scrimmage against Miami Valley
League opponent Sidney and Toledo
St. Francis, Beavercreek showed plenty
of outside speed and team hustle,
in offensive and defensive matchups
against those two talented programs.
After early contests against smaller
schools Xenia and Ponitz, seven of the
Beavers remaining eight games are
against teams with winning records.
The new faces in the ‘Creek lineup
will need to establish themselves
quickly, if the team plans on having a
successful 2019 campaign.
In recent scrimmage games against Sidney and Toledo St. Francis, Beavercreek’s offense showed it
Contact John Bombatch at 937-372-4444. Ext.2123

had plenty of offensive speed.

Wishing All Teams
a Successful Season!
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Eagles look to reload, not rebuild
By Darrell Wacker
dwacker@aimmediamidwest.com

BELLBROOK — After a perfect regular season
a year ago, the Bellbrook Golden Eagles had their
dream season suddenly cut short in the first round of
the OHSAA playoffs.
Fourth year coach Jeff Jenkins says its now time for
the Eagles to take that next step.
“We aren’t dropping our expectations at all,” said
Jenkins. “We’ve been on the path of continuous
improvement since I’ve been here. We’ve gotten
better every year and last year is where we want to
be as a program. We want to be league champions,
playing in the playoffs, and obviously for us, the next
step is to start making a push when we make the
playoffs.”
In order to continue on that path, the Eagles are
faced with the challenge of replacing most of an
offensive unit that averaged over 36 points per game
last season.
“We lost some offensive starters but have quite a
bit of returnees on defense,” said Jenkins. “We are
hoping that the culture of our program has changed
to the point where we are expecting to compete for
championships every year and we are expecting to
play more than 10 weeks of football.”
Jenkins said the Golden Eagles are still battling
to determine a game-day starter at quarterback.
Two players, junior Alex Westbrock and senior Ian
McCarty are currently competing for the spot.
“We have tried to give them both an equal

File photo

Bellbrook junior Alex Westbrock, pictured last season versus
Fairborn, is competing with senior Ian McCarty for the starting
quarterback job.

opportunity to win the job,” said Jenkins. “They are
battling it out right now.”
On the offensive line, Bellbrook is looking for
young and inexperienced players to step in.
“We have a lot of new faces and new numbers on
offense this year,” said Jenkins. “We are replacing
a great deal of experience and talent, so we are
trying to be patient with these young guys. They
are showing a great deal of growth day to day. Our
standard isn’t going to lower, we still expect to do
great things.”
Sophomore Seth Borondy will come out of the
backfield and handle a lot of the running plays for the
Eagles.
“He’s a pretty talented kid who is still learning the
speed of varsity football mentally and physically. We
have a lot of depth at that position with senior Sam

Sherrill and JR McCormick who is a senior as well.”
Jenkins says the shelf is pretty full at wide receiver
with several players who have the ability to have
standout seasons.
“We are pretty excited about the receivers as we
have four or five guys who can step in there and play
well,” he said.
The strength of the Eagles may be their stout
defense. Bellbrook returns most of the key
components of a defense that surrendered less than
two touchdowns a game last year.
“We are always going to hang our hat on a strong
defense,” said Jenkins. “Our entire linebacking corps
is back, we have a couple new guys on the defensive
line but we are really excited by our linebackers. I
look for Ben Borszcz, Ethan Fryman, and Taylor
Jordan to have a big year at linebacker.”
The Eagles’ secondary is also an area with high
expectations. Two-year starter Braeden Gedeon
returns as does JR McCormick who earned First
Team All-SWBL honors a year ago.
With Franklin and Valley View returning veteran
teams, Jenkins knows that his Eagles have a target
on their back after running through the league
undefeated last year.
“We have to grow up quick,” he said. “Our younger
guys playing Friday night football need to not just
be happy to be on the field but need to be out there
competing for a championship, competing at a high
level. That’s what has to happen.”
Reach Darrell Wacker at (937) 372-4444 or on Twitter @XeniaGazette.
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Football by the numbers
XENIA — Just how big is high
school football in Ohio? Huge is the
answer. Here’s a look at high scholl
football by the numbers:
78,000 student athletes play football
in Ohio every year.
1.3 million fans watch high school
football each week.
716 high schools play football on
Ohio.
662 junior high schools play football
in Ohio.
The OHSAA state football
tournament generates $3.1 million in

ticket sales.
There are 3,223 licensed football
officials in Ohio.
There are 170 OHSAA football
officiating observers.
The numbers are impressive
nationally too:
In 2017, 1,068,870 student athletes
played high school football.
Football is the #1 participatory
sport for boys in the United States.
2,401 girls play high school football.
Source: Ohio High School Athletic Association

File photo

Bellbrook’s Sam Sherrill will be part of a stingy Eagle defense that allowed just 12 points a game last
year.

TO ALL GREENE COUNTY FALL SPORTS PARTICIPANTS
GOOD LUCK TO A WINNING SEASON
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Carroll begins new era under Byrd
By Darrell Wacker
dwacker@aimmediamidwest.com

OH-70143158

RIVERSIDE — The Carroll football program has a
long history of success, but the past decade has seen
the once proud Patriots fall on hard times.
In 2018, Carroll had its first winning season since
2010 with just a one point loss to Fenwick in Week
10 standing between the Patriots and a return to the
OHSAA playoffs.
A new era begins on August 31 as Cody Byrd takes
over a Patriot program that brings the experience of
20 seniors and much of its offensive unit to a new
season and a new field.
After a neutral site opener versus DeSales on
August 31, the Patriots will christen Spoerl-Bartlett
Field on September 6. The turf field, part of a $2.1
million upgrade, is named after legendary coaches
Jim Spoerl and Steve Bartlett.
“We just named our field after two legendary
coaches Jim Spoerl and Steve Bartlett, both of whom
have put together fantastic teams and have wonderful
legacies here,” said Byrd. “This is a football school.
We have tremendous soccer success here and
tremendous academic success but this is a football
school and always will be. My goal is to maintain and
build upon the great legacy of past coaches, great
teams, and great men, and I think we have the team
to do it.”
While facing a tougher schedule than a year
ago, the Patriots return the nucleus of a team that

narrowly missed the playoffs. Senior quarterback
Trent Fox returns after throwing for 1,340 yards and
15 touchdowns and scoring another seven scores on
the ground.
“He’s a tremendous leader and a team captain for
us,” said Byrd. “He’s a fantastic ballplayer and I can’t
wait to see what he accomplishes his senior year.
We also bring three of our top four receivers back
from last year including Sam Severt (25 catches for
376 yards and 6 touchdowns), Donovan LaJeunesse
(21 receptions for 345 yards and 5 touchdowns),
and Michael Cozart (11 catches for 178 yards and
2 scores) who had tremendous numbers for us last
year. They were good in the run game and good in
the pass game so we are excited to see what they can
do for us this season.
“Chris Oakes has been our offensive coordinator
since this senior class’ senior year, so they have been
playing it their entire careers. We have been able
to expand our offense tremendously and ask them
to do more and more without breaking any rules
that we put in place. We are at a point that there is
an inconsistency in our offense our kids identify it
before we do because they understand it so well.
Being multiple faceted in our offensive approach lets
us put our best guys in the position to go win the
game.”
Another strength should be the offensive line which
has four returnees from a year ago.
“Three of our six captains are offensive linemen,”
said Byrd. “That’s tremendous as most teams hope

to bring back three offensive linemen, we brought
back four. Cole Ryan will be our center, and he’s
fantastic. Our three captains are Evan Jankowski,
Justin Parlette, and Garrett Walker. Those guys are
tremendous players, tremendous competitors, and I
think along with our fifth lineman who we are still
figuring out, we will have a stout line in front of us.
We will go as our run game goes.”
Change is coming to the Patriot defense.
“We made the move this year from a 3-3 stack to
a 4-2-5 or a 4-4 defense so it’s a little different from
Carroll history,” said Byrd. “It’s one of the rare times
you will see Carroll in an even front. Our offensive
line is being asked to do more on the defensive side
of the ball than they have been asked before and they
have accepted that challenge tremendously. That’s
kind of what comes with the territory of having 20
seniors. We have great leadership and I’ve told them
they get the opportunity now to just go be a high
school football player. Being a high school football
player means sometimes you flip and play the other
side of the football and they have embraced that.”
Byrd said Jamen Hill, Eli Haney, Elliot Braun, and
Sean Dalton will be players to watch on the defensive
side of the ball.
Despite a tougher schedule than a year ago, Byrd
believes Carroll has the team to handle a higher level
of competition.
“Our schedule is much tougher schedule than
last year but we have a team to compete,” he said.
“We face DeSales in Week 1 and then travel to
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Indianapolis George Washington.
Then we come back and play our
two CCL (Central Catholic League)
crossovers Bishop Watterson at Ohio
Dominican and St. Charles. Then we
move into the newly reshaped GCL
with CJ, McNicholas, Alter, Badin, and
Fenwick train. All of those teams are
unbelievable, and adding St. Charles,
Watterson, and DeSales to that mix is
very difficult, very challenging, and
very rewarding.
“It has been so fun watching these
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guys grow into competitors. I started
here in the seniors’ sophomore year,
and watching them grow into these
guys has been so much fun. We have
competed all off season long. I’ve seen
guys win, I’ve watched guys lose, and
there’s one thing to say about the
Carroll Patriots - we have a competitive
fire among us. We can’t wait to
showcase it.”
Reach Darrell Wacker at (937) 372-4444 or @
XeniaGazette on Twitter.

File photo

OH-70143159

Senior quarterback Trent Fox will lead the Carroll offensive attack a year after throwing for 1,340
yards and 15 touchdowns while scoring another seven times on the ground.
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Young Indians looking to play hard, compete
By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.com

CEDARVILLE — After going
winless in 2016, the Cedarville High
School football team has taken small
steps forward each season since.
The Indians were 1-9 in 2017 and
had a pair of losses by a total of three
points. Last season Cedarville was 2-8
and had one loss by one point.
The Indians are hoping a switch to
the spread offense will help the team
continue to make progress under
Coach Jason Christian, entering his
eighth season.
OFFENSE
Cedarville has two returning starters

on the offensive line in seniors Zach
Fair and Jason Mahaffey. Junior Hunter
Baldwin will be the full-time QB this
fall after sharing snaps with senior
Colby Cross, who moved to wide
receiver.
Baldwin completed 21 of 71 passes
for 166 yards and three touchdowns.
Junior Kane Odon will be the featured
running back after the graduation of
Brandon Pollock, who ran for 1,060
yards and 11 TDs last year. Odon ran
for 697 yards and 5 TDs last season.
Sophomore Max Pollander joins Cross
as a receiver.
DEFENSE
The Indians will run the same
defense as last season and will rely

Cedarville works on some plays before working in pads.

heavily on Odon at inside LB. He had
77 tackles last season. Cross and junior
Caleb Tobias will man the corners and
Baldwin (61 tackles and INT) returns
as a safety.

shape as many players will be going
both ways.”
Key games will be home games
against Greenon and Greeneview in
weeks seven and eight.

SPECIAL TEAMS
A pair of newcomers will man the
kicking positions. Sophomore Lance
Miller will kick the PATs and Fair will
handle punting and kickoffs. Fair also
had 28 tackles on defense.

Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-4507.

OVERALL LOOK
Cedarville will be young in some
spots, according to Christian.
“But I look for us to compete and
play hard,” he said. “We have 21 on
our team so we will have to be in great

Photos by Scott Halasz | Greene County News

A Cedarville wide receiver works on a catching
drill.
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Greene County 2019 Football Schedules
BEAVERCREEK
League: Greater Western Ohio 		
Conference
Coach: Nic Black
Friday, Aug. 30 at Xenia
Friday, Sept. 6 Ponitz
Friday, Sept. 13 at Springboro
Friday, Sept. 20 Lebanon
Friday, Sept. 27 at Centerville
Friday, Oct. 4 at Springfield
Friday, Oct. 11 Wayne
Friday, Oct. 18 at Trotwood-Madison
Friday, Oct. 25 Fairmont
Friday, Nov. 1 Miamisburg

BELLBROOK
League: Southwestern Buckeye 		
League
Coach: Jeff Jenkins
Friday, Aug. 30 at Bethel Tate
Friday, Sept. 6 Fairborn
Friday, Sept. 13 at Tecumseh
Friday, Sept. 20 at Waynesville
Thursday, Sept. 26 at Franklin
Friday, Oct. 4 Valley View
Friday, Oct. 11 Eaton
Friday, Oct. 18 at Brookville
Friday, Oct. 25 at Oakwood
Friday, Nov. 1 Monroe

CARROLL
League: Greater Catholic League
Co-Ed
Coach: Cody Byrd
Saturday, Aug. 31 DeSales
(at Wayne HS), 6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 6 Tecumseh
Friday, Sept. 13 at George
Washington (Ind.)
Friday, Sept. 20 at Watterson (Ohio
Dominican)
Friday, Sept. 27 TBA
Friday, Oct. 4 Chaminade Julienne
Friday, Oct. 11 at McNicholas
Friday, Oct. 18 at Alter (Miamisburg)
Friday, Oct. 25 Badin
Friday, Nov. 1 at Fenwick

CEDARVILLE
League: Ohio Heritage Conference
Coach: Jason Christian
Friday, Aug. 30 Mississinawa Valley
Friday, Sept. 6 at East Clinton
Friday, Sept. 13 at Fairbanks
Friday, Sept. 20 Mechanicsburg
Friday, Sept. 27 at Northeastern
Friday, Oct. 4 at Madison Plains
Friday, Oct. 11 Greeneview
Friday, Oct. 18 Greenon
Friday, Oct. 25 at Catholic Central
Friday, Nov. 1 Southeastern

FAIRBORN
League: Miami Valley League
Coach: Randy Kerns
Friday, Aug. 30 Tecumseh
Friday, Sept. 6 at Bellbrook
Friday, Sept. 13 at Tippecanoe
Friday, Sept. 20 Greenville
Friday, Sept. 27 Stebbins
Friday, Oct. 4 at Sidney
Friday, Oct. 11 Butler
Friday, Oct. 18 at Troy
Friday, Oct. 25 at West Carrollton
Friday, Nov. 1 Xenia

GREENEVIEW
League: Ohio Heritage Conference
Coach: Ryan Haines
Friday, Aug. 30 Stebbins
Friday, Sept. 6 at Waynesville
Friday, Sept. 13 West Jefferson
Friday, Sept. 20 at Triad
Friday, Sept. 27 West Liberty-Salem
Friday, Oct. 4 at Southeastern
Friday, Oct. 11 at Cedarville
Friday, Oct. 18 Catholic Central
Friday, Oct. 25 Madison Plains
Friday, Nov. 1 at Greenon

XENIA
League: Miami Valley League
Coach: Trace Smitherman
Friday, Aug. 30 Beavercreek
Friday, Sept. 6 at Eaton
Friday, Sept. 13 at Franklin
Friday, Sept. 20 at Stebbins
Friday, Sept. 27 Sidney
Friday, Oct. 4 at Butler
Friday, Oct. 11 at Piqua
Friday, Oct. 18 Tippecanoe
Friday, Oct. 25 Troy
Friday, Nov. 1 at Fairborn

All games start at 7 p.m.
unless otherwise noted.

OH-70143681

968 West Second Street,
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Kerns has Skyhawks rockin’
FAIRBORN — Loudspeakers pound out hard rock
tunes and players can be found performing their best
air guitar renditions of AC/DC’s Bon Scott between
plays. If anything, high school football seems to be
fun under new coach Randy Kerns.
“Yeah, we’re making strides over here,” Kerns said
in a phone interview. “In my opinion, we’ve started
extremely low in a physical strength and skill level,
but we’re improving with each day. And the kids are
buying into what we’re saying. They’re taking to
heart our coaching, … they’re doing everything that
we’ve asked of them, and I’ve been very pleased with
that.”
OFFENSE
Senior quarterback Garison Secrest is back as
the team’s starter, and Kerns says he’ll have several
talented targets to throw to this season. The firstyear coach’s concern lies in whether his offensive line
can give Secrest enough time to work his magic with
the football, however.
While the Skyhawks offense will be primarily a
ground-based formation, similar to a Wing-T offense,
Kerns has enough skill position talent that it won’t be
a surprise if his offense fires downfield on occasion to
keep defenses honest, and of course to score.
“I think our skill players have a lot of ability,
and they could do some things that could be game
breakers,” Kerns said. “But we have to be better up
front. We have to. … We’re challenging those kids,
and they’re coming around. Which is good, because

we need them to be better in order for our offense to
succeed.
“We can throw the football well, and we have
running backs and receivers who can do some things,
we just need some protection at this point.”
Senior back Gage Barron and junior running back
Hunter Warner will be mainstays in the Skyhawks
offense, along with sophomore back Lamar Collins.
Junior lineman Jaden Bush will be a key returning
fixture on the offensive line as well as the defensive
line. Kerns says there’s a possibility that a freshman
and two sophomores could join Bush on the O-line
this season.
DEFENSE
The linebacking crew is solid, according to Kerns.
“Hunter Warner made a lot of tackles for the team
last year, and he’ll be an even better linebacker for
us this year,” he said. “Cameron Hamilton has been
moved to inside linebacker, and he’s doing a really
good job for us already.”
Senior linebacker Conner Bradley is also expected
to see lots of playing time.
Like the offensive line, Kerns is looking for some
players to step up and do the job on the D-line too.
The secondary is young, but quick and athletic.
Kerns says there are several freshmen and
sophomores competing for spots on the secondary at
this time.
SPECIAL TEAMS
As of this writing, there were three Skyhawks vying
for the punting duties. Senior lineman Thomas Bray
was seen as one of those who were punting during a

OH-70141769

GO TEAM!

John Bombatch | Greene County News

Garison Secrest (8) has been tabbed as the Fairborn starting
quarterback for 2019. He ranked sixth in the entire GWOC in yards
passing last season with 1,468 yards thrown on 137 completions.

recent practice.
“And Aiden Johnson, a sophomore soccer player
for the boys varsity team, has been booting field goals
and doing the placekicking duties for us. We were
glad to have him on board this season,” Kerns said.
Warner, Barron and fellow senior Richie Peterson

We wish all of our area football teams
a successful and exciting 2019-2020
2016-17 season.
Fairborn City Schools

40904089

By John Bombatch
jbombatch@aimmediamidwest.com
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Hunter Warner (far right) will be counted on to be a key offensive weapon for Fairborn in 2019. He’ll
also be a defensive fixture at linebacker.

are the likely punt and kick returners
early on.

OH-70142750

OUTLOOK
It’s been a while since Fairborn
has appeared this energized during a
football practice. Kerns and his newly
created coaching staff appear to be
mixing well with the players on the
2019 team. It will be interesting to
see whether that enthusiasm and team
energy can carry over into some solid
games this season.
Like county rival Xenia, Fairborn has
jumped from the Greater Western Ohio
Conference over to the newly created
Miami Valley League this season.

GWOC South teams Xenia, Stebbins,
West Carrollton join former GWOC
North school Sidney to form the Valley
Conference in the MVL.
Former GWOC schools Butler,
Greenville, Piqua, Tippecanoe and Troy
make up the MVL’s Miami Conference.
Eventually, the 10-team MVL will play
each other league member during the
regular season, leaving just one nonconference game each year.
Kerns’ assistant coaches for his first
year as Skyhawks skipper are Mike
Derry, Nick Bandstra, Kenya Black,
Charlie Spain, Mike Blandino, Matt
Smith and Wylie Parker.
Contact John Bombatch at 937-372-4444. Ext.2123
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Skyhawks linemen go through an agility and footwork drill during a recent practice at Fairborn High.

Senior Richie Peterson (center) snares a pass during a recent secondary drill at Fairborn High.

Good Luck
Fall Sports Teams
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Rams looking to continue playoff streak
JAMESTOWN — Guarded optimism
is the feeling around the Greeneview
High School football team heading into
2019.
Why not?
The Rams have been to the playoffs
five years in a row in Division V and
this year drop to Division VI in a
region full of teams with little or no
recent playoff history. Several have
never tasted week 11. League rivals
Fairbanks, Mechanicsburg, and Triad
are among those in Region 24.
Coach Ryan Haines likes what he
sees out of his team so far.
“When we work together and push
each other I can see we have a real
shot at being good,” he said. “Our
leadership just needs to make sure we
stay the course and never lose sight of
that in order to be more consistent.”
OFFENSE
The Rams return the Ohio Heritage
Conference South player of the year in
senior running back Clay Payton. He
ran for 1,015 yards — averaging 10.3
per carry — and 15 touchdowns.
Creating holes for Payton shouldn’t

be a problem.
“Our offensive line has high
expectations as we return three players
with starting experience up front on an
offensive line that has produced 3,000
rushing yards in back-to-back seasons,”
Haines said. Included in those starters
are first-team OHC South selection
senior Nick Wolfe and second-team
selection senior Bryce Day.
Haines said the coaching staff has
been happy with the growth of the
wide receiver group, specifically senior
Luke Knoeer, a move-in from Georgia,
and freshman Carter Williams.
The Rams have a new offensive
coordinator in Grant Georgic, who
has “has done a wonderful job in the
preseason putting his mark on the
program and preparing his staff,”
Haines said.
DEFENSE
Payton was among the conference
leaders last season at linebacker with
129 total tackles, six behind the leader.
Senior Craig Schiff, and juniors Dakota
Mangan, and Kris Phillips join Payton
as linebackers in Greeneview’s 3-4
defense. Day, Wolfe, Mike Hanson, and
Brad McCoy anchor a senior-heavy
defensive line.
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The Greeneview Rams offense has racked up 3,000 yards in rushing for the past two seasons.

Senior Ian Henry returns to the
defense after missing last season with
an injury.
Haines needs to replace all four
starters in the secondary, and entering
the last set of scrimmages many spots
were still open.
SPECIAL TEAMS
Hanson returns as punter. He
averaged 31.8 yards per punt last
season. Junior Hunter Anderson
replaces Jon Brakeall as kicker.
Anderson made four of seven extra
points last season in limited action.

OVERALL LOOK
“We have the ability to be very good
once again,” Haines said. “In order
for that to happen, we need to evolve
from a team that came together, to a
team that stays together, to a team that
works together.”
Key games including home games
against West Jefferson and WestLiberty Salem in weeks three and five
and a visit to Greenon week 10. The
Rams don’t play Mechanicsburg this
season.
Contact Scott Halasz at 937-502-4507.

OH-70143156

By Scott Halasz
shalasz@aimmediamidwest.com
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Jamestown
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2019 Football rule changes
By Darrell Wacker
dwacker@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — In every off-season,
the National Federation of
State High School Associations
(NFHS), which the Ohio High
School Athletic Association
(OHSAA) is a member,
evaluates rules of every sport
in an effort to improve athlete
safety.
Football, by its very nature,
is the sport most likely for
an athlete to suffer an injury,
and every year there are rules
changes designed to prevent as
many injuries as possible.
The biggest rule change
for 2019 is the addition of a
40-second play clock between
plays along with a 25-second
play clock.
Prior to this rule change, a

25-second play clock was started
one the football was set and the
referee signaled the ball as ready
for play. Now, following most
plays 40 seconds will be placed
on the clock at the completion
of the play. There are some
instances when a 25-second play
clock will still be used. These
include before a try after a score;
starting a quarter or overtime
series; following an inadvertent
whistle; following a time out;
and following a stoppage of the
clock by game officials.
Another change is it is now
illegal to use the lower leg or
foot to trip the runner. Prior
to this rule change, the runner
was the only player that could
be tripped. This is a 15-yard
penalty.
A change has also been made
to the horse-collar tackle rule.

Previously, an opponent had to
grab a runner inside the jersey
and pull them down backwards
in order to meet the elements
of an illegal horse collar tackle.
Now, the rule has been expanded
to include grabbing a runner in
the name plate area of the jersey
just below the collar. This illegal
tackle remains a 15-yard penalty.
The final significant rule
change allows state associations
to use video review in playoff
games. The OHSAA has
adopted instant replay of plays
involving fumbles, interceptions,
scoring plays, and other similar
instances during the seven state
championship games held Dec.
5-7 at Tom Benson Hall of Fame
Stadium in Canton.
Darrell Wacker is the Managing Editor of the
Greene County News Group. He is also a
certified OHSAA football official.

Senior Brett Russell (11) and junior Isaiah Hoyt will both see action at
quarterback, with Hoyt getting the early nod as starter for Xenia.
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Bucs look to build on success
By John Bombatch
jbombatch@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — Still feeling the energy from last season’s
Greater Western Ohio Conference South division
title, the Xenia Buccaneers are out to win another
crown, but in a new league with a new cast of players.
“Coming off a big year for us last year, we’re
continuing to try and grow, to take one day at a time
and to get ourselves six percent better every day.
If we can do that, we’ll be in pretty good shape.”
Bucs coach Trace Smitherman said prior to a recent
practice. “If we can build ourselves each day, we’ll
be okay. We’ll let the chips fall where they may after
that.”

OH-70143153

OFFENSE
Smitherman says the nucleus of his offense will
come from the offensive line. Senior lineman E.J.
Wilson (6-foot-4, 290 pounds) and fellow senior
Gavin Gerhardt (6-5, 315) anchor the tackle
positions.
“We’re blessed to have those guys back this season.
… Both have big-time college offers. I think after the
summer, both had 11 Division-I college offers. Most
of those offers were made during the offseason, and
it says a lot about those two, and Cade Kadel (6-0,
240) is another talented lineman we have back,”
Smitherman said.
All three are returning offensive linemen.
Asked about the fellows manning the skill
positions, Smitherman referred to it as a
“New Beginning.”

Junior tailback Kevin Johnson returns, and senior
fullback Andrew Pollender is back as well.
“Andrew was out half the year last season with
an injury, but he’s healthy and ready to go this time
around, and we’re glad to have him back there,”
Smitherman said. “And Mickey Penewit is our other
running back. All three of those guys have played,
and we’re excited about what they can bring to the
table.”
Junior wideouts VaSean Hoskins and Cole
English lead the receiving corp, and 2018 back-up
quarterback Isaiah Hoyt will likely be the fellow
throwing to them. Smitherman says senior Brett
Russell could also see some time at QB, while also
enjoying stints at wideout, running back and in the
defensive secondary.
DEFENSE
There’s a good core of experience returning for the
Bucs on defense. Seniors Ethan Tavner and Hayden
Falvey, along with junior Isaiah “Zeke” Goodrum, are
back on the defensive line. Linebackers Devin Hall
and Zack Gathier are back as well.
Smitherman mentioned Russell as a likely occupant
in the Xenia secondary, and said sophomore Jalin
Adams and freshman Tremell Wright will likely see
time at safety as well. They’ll be joined by seniors
Chris Jones, A.J. Vaughn and junior Gavin Severt as
cornerbacks.
Xenia had the fifth rated defense in conference
games last season, giving up just 18.3 points per
game against Greater Western Ohio Conference foes.
They were ranked fourth in run defense, but 16th out
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Devin Hall goes up for a catch during a recent Xenia Buccaneers
football practice.
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of 20 teams in passing defense.
SPECIAL TEAMS
Smitherman refers to his
kicking game as a “group nucleus.
“Hayden Falvey’s gonna kick
for us. He’s a 45-yard field goal
kind of guy, and so we’re excited
to have him available,” he said.
“We’re hoping that he can kick it
deep into the end zone this year,
too.”
Smitherman says Kevin
Johnson will be back again to
return kicks and punts this
season. Johnson was the team’s
second leading kickoff returner
(40 yards on four kick returns)
and led the team in punt returns,
averaging 31.8 yards per return.

OH-70143155

OVERALL LOOK
Xenia is now a member of
the Miami Valley League, along
with fellow former GWOC
South teams Fairborn, Stebbins
and West Carrollton. Sidney
also joins the MVL’s Valley
conference. Due to contract
agreements signed before the
new league was formed, Xenia is

obligated to play two nonleague
road games this season at
Franklin and Eaton. Because of
that anomaly, Xenia will have
only four home games this
season — a nonleague opener
against Beavercreek then home
games with Sidney (Sept. 27),
Tippecanoe (Oct. 18) and Troy
(Oct. 25).
The team wears warm-up shirts
proclaiming “No Limits 2019.”
With jobs at outside linebacker,
strong safety, defensive line and
even quarterback not fully locked
up, Xenia needs some guys to
step up and take over those
positions.
“It’s good to have competition
on your team, because it makes
you stronger. The best motivator
is your bench,” Smitherman
said, “but with great competition
comes angst, and confidence and
maturity. … We don’t want to put
ourselves in a box where we’re
seen as a one-hit wonder.
“We want to continue to be
better.”
Contact John Bombatch at 937-372-4444.
Ext.2123
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A group of running backs work a tuck drill during a recent Xenia Buccaneers football practice at Doug Adams
Stadium in Xenia.
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Kettering Health Network’s nationally
recognized orthopedic surgeons
have performed more total joint
replacements than any other
health care system in the Greater
Dayton area. Let our team help
you do more with our joint
replacement surgery.
To learn more about joint
replacement options, call
1-844-288-MOVE (6683) or

OH-70142273

visit ketteringhealth.org/ortho

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ORTHOPEDIC CARE

