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N

ewly engaged couples
may experience an array
of emotions when they
sit down to plan their weddings.
Some couples cannot wait to jump
into planning and want to catalog
every aspect of the process, while
others may proceed with caution
because they don’t know what to
expect — particularly in regard to
cost.
Many couples find it difficult
to create their wedding budgets
because they have no previous
experience to draw on. The
wedding planning advisor
CostofWedding.com indicates
the average wedding cost in the
United States is $26,720, with
most people spending between
$20,000 and $34,000. Seventh
Heaven Event Catering states that,
in Canada, the average wedding
costs around $30,000. Such costs
can vary
greatly depending on couples’
preferences, including where they
hope to tie the knot. By breaking
down wedding expenses, couples
can get a clearer picture of how
much they may need to pay for
their weddings and where they
may need to cut costs.
Reception site: According to
The Knot, a premiere wedding
planning resource, couples can
expect their receptions to eat up
the largest chunk of their wedding
budgets. Wedding reception
venues may cost between $10,000
and $15,000. The average price
for catering per person is roughly
$70. Bar service may be around
$2,000 for a three- to four-hour
party. Some reception sites
combine the room cost with the
food and beverage costs, while
others have à la carte fees.

Cake: Wedding cakes tend to
be multitiered intricate designs, so
they will cost more than birthday
cakes. According to Statistics
Brain, wedding dessert will come
in around $390.
Music: The Knot says wedding
bands cost around $3,500, which
is more than twice as much as
hiring a deejay ($1,200). Soloists
or ceremony musicians may cost
around $650.
Wedding planner: Many
couples employ wedding planners
to make planning their weddings
easier. Wedding planners cost
an average of $1,300, says
Thumbtack, a company that
matches professionals with people
who require their services.
Transportation: Limousines
and other transportation prices
vary depending on the vehicle(s)
couples choose. The Knot notes
that budgeting between $400 and
$500 for transportation might be
wise.
Wedding gown: Brides-to-be
should expect their gowns to cost
around $1,100 and the veil or
headpiece to be roughly $120,
according to the Association of
Bridal Consultants.

Photography and Video:
Preserving wedding day memories
costs around $2,800 for video and
photography services, based on
data from Statistics Brain.
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Wedding
Costs:

The smaller details, such as
accessories, gifts, officiant fees,
stationery, spa services, and
favors can quickly add up as well.
Couples should be sure to leave
some wiggle room in their budgets
for incidental expenses that may
pop up.

Living centerpieces
set receptions apart

W

eddings are special
occasions for all
involved. Guests may
look forward to the ceremony and
festivities to follow, and couples
who are hosting do not want to
disappoint. Brides and grooms
often look for new and innovative
ideas to set their weddings
apart from ones they may have
attended in the past.
While budget often determines
what couples can and can’t do at
their wedding receptions, bridesand grooms-to-be can prioritize
certain components if they are
looking to impress.
Centerpieces is one aspect
of the reception where couples
can get creative without breaking
the bank. Flowers are popular
centerpieces at weddings. But
even with cost-cutting measures,
such as choosing in-season
blooms, bumping up the filler-

to-flower ratio and opting for
low-profile centerpieces instead
of towering alternatives, couples
can expect to pay around $2,000
on wedding flowers, offers
The Knot, a go-to resource for
wedding planning. But opting
for the following clever living
centerpiece alternatives might
not only impress guests, but also
do so on budget.

Choose potted plants. Potted
plants can serve as both favors
and reception centerpieces.
Live plants also can be an
eco-conscious decision for
couples who are interested in
incorporating “green” elements
into their weddings. Couples
tying the knot in the autumn can
place mums inside of a hollowed
pumpkin or gourd. Spring and
summer weddings can be
enhanced by miniature rose
bushes. Winter weddings may be

dressed up with small evergreen
trees or potted holly.

Marine life draws attention.
Couples can opt for inexpensive
freshwater fish to add ambiance
and a focal point for the reception
tables. Small goldfish bowls
can be decorated with gravel
that matches the color of the
wedding theme. One lucky guest
at each table can take home
the miniature aquarium after the
festivities.
Butterflies are whimsical.
Some cultures or religions
view butterflies as a symbol of
endurance, change, hope, and

vitality. Incorporating butterflies
into reception centerpieces can
make guests feel like they are
stepping into a living garden.
Small, mesh-lined cages filled
with foliage and butterflies might
add that special touch.

Living centerpieces offer
something different from floral
centerpieces. However, because
live plants and animals may be
part of the display, couples need
to account for their welfare. This
means ensuring they will be
cared for after the wedding, or in
the event of butterflies, released
into the evening sky.
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Miami County
OB/GYN & Associates

A Star is Born
Every Day!
We provide women in Troy, OH
and surrounding areas with
superior OB/GYN services.
•
•
•
•

Obstetrician Services
Gynecologist Services
HD Live Ultrasound!
Pellevé Therapy®

• MonaLisa Touch
• Beautiful new ofﬁce
• In-ofﬁce Phlebotomist

1930 Prime Court, Ste. 105
Troy, OH • 937.339.7982
www.drdilworthobgyn.com

Daniel J. Dilworth
M.D.

7 ways to recycle a wedding

W

hen planning their
weddings, many bridesto-be devote a large
portion of their wedding budgets to
their wardrobes. Statistics released
by The Knot in 2014 indicated the
amount the average woman was
willing to spend her gown was
$1,281.

Wedding gowns are among the
most costly wedding expenditures.
Because wedding gowns can be
so expensive, many brides elect
to have their gowns cleaned and
preserved. Reusing a wedding
gown is a cost-effective
and earth-friendly idea.
Women have many
Wedding options when it comes
gowns can be time to putting their
donated or wedding gowns to use
transformed after they have tied the
into other knot. The following are just
uses. some of the great ideas
couples can explore.
1. Save it for younger
generations. One of
the primary reasons to
preserve a wedding gown
is to save the dress for a
daughter, granddaughter

or another relative to wear at her
own wedding.

2. Transform it into other
attire. There are a number of
different occasions when wearing
white is acceptable. Religious
ceremonies such as baptisms
and communions qualify, and a
wedding gown in the hands of
an experienced seamstress or
tailor can be transformed into a
baby’s Christening ensemble or
a beautiful dress for a youngster
about to receive First Holy
Communion.

3. Donate the gown. Brides in
need may not have the funds
to purchase their own beautiful
gowns. Work with an organization
that will provide dresses to the
less fortunate. Or donate it to
an organization that can sell the
gown to fund projects for others in
need. Another option is the Mary
Madeline Project, which uses
wedding dress fabrics to create
burial outfits for stillborn infants.
4. Cut it up into usable fabric.
Wedding gown fabrics can be
used in various applications.

gown

Dresses can be transformed
into decorative pillows or other
wedding mementos. Stretch the
fabric across a frame and use
it as a blank canvas for a photo
keepsake. The fabric also can
work for baby cribs and infant
basket skirting.

5. Use it as a Halloween
costume. Dress as a bride for
Halloween. Otherwise, tailor the
dress to fit a child and she can
use it for any number of dress-up
opportunities.
6. Donate it to a costume
archive. Theatrical companies
may be able to use the fabric
to create costumes for their
productions.

7. Create a keepsake. Cut a small
piece of the fabric and put it into a
pendant or locket. A piece of tulle
or lace also can be placed inside
a clear Christmas ornament and
hung on the tree for years to come.
Wedding gowns can be upcycled
into many new and innovative
items. Doing so eliminates long
storage times and can benefit
others.

Friday, February 15, 2019 5

OH-70104374

Bridal Guide

Bridal Guide
6 Friday, February 15, 2019

Rustic bouquets add natural
flair to wedding celebrations

C

ouples opting to get back to basics,
streamline their nuptials and create more
intimate and less superficial affairs often
gravitate toward rustic celebrations to showcase
their ideals. Rustic weddings also may appeal
to environmentalists and men and women who
want their weddings to be as eco-friendly as
possible.
Rustic weddings may include those
ceremonies and receptions that take place
outdoors or in abodes, such as barns, wineries,
castles, or converted silos or town factories. In
fact, Bridal Guide says that barn weddings have

never been more popular — among both urban
and rural couples alike.

Coordinating a rustic wedding may mean
letting go of perceived notions of how
everything from food to favors to flowers should
be. In fact, one way to describe rustic weddings
— and especially the floral arrangements that
adorn them — is “purposely imperfect.”

Rustic wedding bouquets may seem like they
were plucked right out of the garden or grabbed
through a stroll in a meadow. They’re rarely
symmetrical or feature the customary flowers of
more formal wedding celebrations.

Helpful hints when planning floral arrangements

W

hen planning their weddings,
couples may find themselves
becoming experts on subjects
they previously never gave much thought.
Thanks to the cost of weddings, today’s
couples must make each decision carefully,
and that may result in hours of research and
discussion.

One of the big decisions couples must make
when planning their weddings concerns
their floral arrangements. The right floral
arrangements won’t break the bank but
will add substantial aesthetic appeal to
ceremonies and receptions. It can be difficult
for couples to achieve that balance of cost
and look on their own, so the following are a
few helpful hints for couples when choosing
their wedding day floral arrangements.
Work with a florist you trust and like.
All florists are not the same, so finding
one you can trust and will enjoy working
with can make all the difference. Many
couples have little or no experience with
floral arrangements prior to planning their
weddings, so it can calm couples’ nerves

to work with someone they trust in such
situations. Florists with significant wedding
experience will no doubt make a host
of recommendations based on couples’
budgets and preferences, so couples might
be more inclined to listen to that advice if
they are working with someone they trust.
Ask relatives, friends or coworkers if they
can recommend any florists whose wedding
work they are familiar with.

areas. Floral arrangements on display during
the ceremony can be removed once you
have both said “I do” and moved into the
reception area where they can be enjoyed
through the night. Go over any repurposing
you plan to do with your reception hall
manager prior to your wedding day so
he knows where and when to move the
arrangements.

Repurpose floral arrangements. Another
way to save on floral arrangements is to
repurpose flowers throughout the day. Once
bridesmaids no longer need their bouquets,
use them to decorate gift tables or cocktail

Floral arrangements can set the mood for a
wedding ceremony and reception, and even
couples with little or no experience choosing
arrangements can end up with stunning
displays.

Choose in-season or native flowers.
Couples working with tight budgets may
want to choose in-season flowers or those
native to the area where they will be tying
the knot. In-season and native flowers won’t
need to be ordered or shipped in from afar,
which can be costly. In-season and native
flowers tend to be more abundant as well,
and the greater their availability the less
couples are likely to pay for them.

Go big. Some flowers simply bloom larger
than others, and choosing such flowers
may help you save money since you won’t
need to buy as many flowers as you would
if you were to go with smaller blooms. Once
you find a florist to work with, discuss your
options with regard to doing more with less.
Many florists embrace the challenge to be
creative within a budget, so you might just be
surprised and impressed by what they come
up with.

Preserve
& Protect

Your wedding gown for
Generations to Come!
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Store your gown in a cool,
dry place. Fabric-covered
buttons,
pins,
sponge
padding and perspiration
shields should be removed
and
stored
separately
to avoid damage to the
fabric. Stains not initially
apparent could appear
later and should be tended
to immediately.

www.leesmiamivalley.com
Contact Amber Newton at 937.845.2142
to help with all your food needs.
Pick-up, delivery or buffet service available.

Like us on Facebook!

25 S Elm St., Troy
937-335-4077

OH-70104009

111 S. Downing St., Piqua
937-773-9034

OH-70104021
40957605
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Talk to one of our dry
cleaning experts about
preserving your wedding gown

Clever takes on the ‘something old,
new, borrowed, blue’ tradition
W
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edding day tokens
of good luck come in
many forms, but “the
something old, something new,
something borrowed, something
blue (a sixpence in your shoe)”
adage remains one of the most
popular luck-enhancing wedding
traditions. According to the
bridal resource The Knot, this
tradition stems from an Olde
English rhyme. Something old
represents continuity; something
new is for optimism for the future;
something borrowed stands
for borrowed happiness; and
something blue is for purity,
love and fidelity. The sixpence
in your shoe is a wish for good
fortune and prosperity, but this is
not a tradition widely celebrated
outside of the United Kingdom or
British territories.
These traditions can add some
creative flair and personality to
wedding ceremonies. There’s no
end to the inventive combinations
of items brides can carry to
increase their good fortunes.

Something old

day looks, so “something new”
should not be too hard to find.
Something old is one of the
Couples may want to work
easier mementos to obtain.
together to find
There is a good
something new
chance that
they can both
someone in the
There’s no
carry so they
family is willing
have a matching
to pass an item
end to the
set upon tying the
down to the
inventive
knot. Interlocking
bride that she
charm bracelets
can include in
combinations
or keychains
her wedding
of items
may work. What
wardrobe. It also
about the groom
can be something
brides can
carrying a small
the bride may
padlock and the
carry to
have in her own
bride the key?
memory box.
increase
their
Quirky couples
Beads taken from
a grandmother’s
good fortunes. can each wear
one sock from a
dress or a swatch
pair. Get clever
of fabric from a
and have fun.
beloved toy doll
are creative ideas that can be
Something borrowed
sewn into inconspicuous places
Much like something old,
on gowns.
something borrowed is yet
another way to pay homage to a
Something new
Brides already purchase many
friend or family member. It’s also
new items for their wedding
one way to add a sentimental

twist to everyday items. Borrow
a grandfather’s handkerchief to
wrap around the stems of the
wedding bouquet. Exchange
vows with the original rings used
by a distant relative at their own
wedding. Flatter a close friend by
wearing the same veil she did.

Something blue

There are many ways to
incorporate “something blue” into
your wedding ceremony. Brides
can paint their toenails blue or
wear blue shoes under their
gowns. Sew a patch from a pair
of denim jeans into the bodice
of the dress. Paint the bottom of
your shoes bright blue so they
stand out when kneeling at the
altar. Blue sapphire or topaz
jewelry can add an exotic look to
the wedding wardrobe.
With a little ingenuity,
brides can easily incorporate
“something old, something new,
something borrowed, something
blue” into their wedding
ceremonies.

Affordable bachelor &
bachelorette party ideas
of parties will be more enjoyable
than simpler soirées.
Taking steps to control costs
can help cost-conscious couples
and their friends. The following
are some affordable ideas that
can be fun for all involved.

Bar or winery crawl:
Partygoers typically want to enjoy
a night out on the town, and
traveling from one establishment
to another can be a fun way to
do just that. Everyone invited
can set themselves apart with
a signature item (hat, T-shirt, or
colored clothing),
and make the
rounds.

W

eddings can
be expensive.
Various
sources estimate
the average cost of
weddings is anywhere
from $26,000 to
$31,000. Couples
and their parents
may bear the brunt of
wedding expenses,
but those who have
accepted a role in the
wedding party also can
expect their share of
expenses.

men and women like to travel
for their bachelor/bachelorette
parties, and cost-conscious
bridal party members may be
concerned about how expensive
such parties can be. Pulling out
all the stops can be exciting, but
there’s no guarantee these types

Belt out the
tunes: Open
mic nights at
restaurants,
bars and other
establishments around town
may make for a fun way for
friends to share a few laughs
together. Participants need not
be professional singers to join in
on the festivities.
Camp out: Get in touch with

Bachelor and bachelorette
parties can be affordable without
sacrificing fun.

(937) 418-3393
9291 N. St. Rt. 48
Covington,
OH 45318

engagement rings · wedding bands · bridal jewelry · attendant gifts

OH-70104046

dtbatdorf@yahoo.com
www.batdorfsredbamcatering.com
OH-70104022

312 N. Main St., Piqua, OH 45356
(937) 773-1117

Dinner party: Hire a chef to
visit your house and prepare
a meal for guests. Serve a
signature cocktail and let the
conversation flow.

DAN &
TAWNI
BATDORF

See Us for ALL of Your Wedding Jewelry Needs

Joe Thoma
Jewelers

Poker or game night: Groups
can gather around the poker
table to test their skills in poker
and other card games. With
some free-flowing beverages and
snacks galore, games can get
pretty animated.

Pork is our specialty for Wedding Receptions,
Alumni Dinners, Banquets, Appreciation Dinners & More.

Friday, February 15, 2019 9

Engaging Design
Everlasting Quality
Unparalleled Value

nature by enjoying a camping
trip, complete with a campfire
and a few brews. Spending time
in the wilderness can restore
focus and let stress melt away.
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Taking into account
gifts, wardrobes,
makeup, bridal showers, and
travel, including getting to and
from the bachelor/bachelorette
party, bridal party members are
on the hook for a lot of money
when their friends or family
members tie the knot. Many

Attend a
group event:
Group events
include sporting
events, concerts,
theater shows,
or a night at a
comedy club.
Investigate
discounted tickets
for large groups.

Last-minute wedding pointers
C

ouples may find the last
few weeks before their
wedding days are filled
with anticipation. As the big day
draws near, it’s understandable
if couples are a combination
of excited and anxious. The
excitement stems from tying the
knot, while the anxiety might
be spurred by the desire that
everything goes off without a
hitch.

While those last few weeks
before a wedding day can be
hectic, it’s important that couples
stay focused and remember to
perform a handful of tasks as
their big days draw closer.

• Write some checks.
Many vendors expect final
payment a week or two before
the ceremony, and it’s imperative
that couples make these
payments on time. Revisit all
of your contracts to determine
when the final installments of

each vendor’s payment is due.
Pay via check so you have a
record that the final payment
was made.

• Confirm rehearsal
reservations.
Contact your ceremony venue
as well as the restaurant where
your rehearsal dinner will be
held to confirm the time of
the rehearsal and your dinner
reservation. When confirming
these details, it’s also good
to make sure all bridal party
members and family who will
be attending the rehearsal
and subsequent dinner have
transportation to and from each
venue.

• Prepare visitor bags.
Many couples like to leave

visitor bags for their guests at
the hotel where the majority of
their guests will be staying. The
weeks leading up to the wedding
is a great time for couples to
prepare these bags and arrange
for their drop-off with hotel
personnel.

• Drop off personal items at
the reception venue.
Couples who have chosen to use
personalized toasting glasses,
cake servers and other personal
items at their wedding receptions
should drop such items off in the
week leading up their weddings.
Arrange this dropoff with your
contact at the reception venue,
at which time you also can
confirm any additional details
about your reception you might
want to inquire about.

Dreaming of an
outdoor wedding?

Impress your guests with
upscale restrooms for your
upscale event.
Reserve yours today!

OH-70103178
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• Speak to your vendors.
Vendors play a big role at
weddings, so it’s important that

couples contact their vendors to
confirm wedding schedules and
ensure vendors have directions
to the ceremony and reception
locations, if necessary. Couples
will be busy on their wedding
days, so they may want to
provide the phones numbers of
their maids of honor and best
men so vendors can reach them
should something go awry or
need to be addressed while
couples are preparing for the
ceremony.

Wedding veils
complete

T

he perfect dress is on the wish list
of many a bride-to-be, but no bridal
ensemble is truly complete until the
bride chooses her veil.
Veils have been worn by brides at their
weddings for centuries. Veils can be traced
back to the Middle East, where veils helped
protect against the weather while also
preserving the modesty of the bride. In
Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome, veils were
used as protection against evil spirits.
According to popular wedding website
The Knot.com, until Vatican II, all Catholic
women were required to have their heads
covered in church, including during their
wedding ceremonies. Veils were worn for this
purpose, but they also symbolized trust in
the groom and his love and companionship.
Some Christians also see the veil as a visual

bridal look

representation of submission to the Church
and to God. Others think of the veil as another
beautiful accompaniment to their bridal gown,
without attaching any additional meaning to
the veil itself.
Veils come in various lengths and can
complement the style of a wedding gown.
They also tend to add glamour to brides’
looks. Here are the types of veils from
shortest to longest.
Blusher: Blushers cover the face, though
some extend only to mid-cheek on the bride.
Flyaway: Flyaways cover just the back of the
head. Shorter veils may work better on petite
women.
Shoulder: Shoulder veils are about 20 inches
in length and will hit at the bride’s shoulders or
just below.

Waist: Waist-length veils cascade down to
the middle of the bride’s waist.
Fingertip: These veils extend down 38 to 42
inches, brushing against the
bride’s fingertips.
Waltz/Knee: For a dramatic look, many brides
may opt for waltz-length veils, which fall to the
back of the knees.
Chapel/Floor: Veils that extend to the floor
may be referred to as “chapel” or “floor-length”
veils. Such veils cascade slightly behind the
bride.
Veils can complete brides’ wedding day looks.
Shorter veils may be comfortable to wear
throughout the day and evening, but brides
may want to consider detachable veils if they
are selecting lengthier options.

Bridal Guide
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How couples can benefit from hiring

local wedding vendors
L
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ocal
vendors
are often
a go-to choice
when couples
are planning
their wedding
ceremonies and
receptions. As
the “shop local”
movement grows
in popularity,
weddings present
a prime opportunity
to embrace this
movement.
Couples may
have different
ideas regarding
where to tie the
knot, but local
vendors can be
hired regardless
of geography. Brides magazine
says the biggest factor influencing
wedding location is the size of
the guest list and the number
of people who wouldn’t be able
to attend if the wedding was in
a particular locale. Hometowns
might be the traditional choice
regarding wedding location, but
the XO Group says one in four
couples now host destination
weddings.
Once couples choose a town
or city to host their weddings, they
can begin exploring the benefits
of working with locally-based
vendors.

Familiarity

Local vendors will be familiar
with the area and possibly
even the location where the
wedding will be held. That can
help couples avoid having to
give directions, discuss venue
protocols, and handle other tasks
that must be worked out with
non-local vendors. For example,
local photographers familiar with
a particular venue will know all
of the best places to get shots,
and some vendors may have
preexisting relationships with

venue representatives that could
ensure wedding day operations
go smoothly.

Proximity

Local vendors can meet with
brides and grooms more readily
throughout the planning process,
making things less stressful
on the happy couple. This also
makes it easier to drop off
deposits, attend meetings, make
fitting appointments, or attend
styling sessions.

Savings

Couples who travel for their
weddings and employ local
vendors will not have to pack
as much. Using local vendors
eliminates the need to bring along
bulky dresses, decorative items,
flowers, and much more. Plus,
couples needn’t pay to transport
and house vendors brought along
from back home.

Environment

Individuals who take great
strides to conserve resources
by reducing their energy
consumption and protecting
the environment often find that
shopping local is beneficial. Local
vendors are more likely to source
their materials from other local
businesses, reducing their carbon
footprints along the way. For
example, local caterers may rely
on local farmers for their foods,
affording couples the chance to
host eco-friendly or even farm-totable weddings.

Customization

Working with local vendors
often translates into getting more
personalized service and attention
than mass retailers or merchants
can provide.
Going local when choosing
wedding vendors is an
increasingly popular choice
among couples about to tie the
knot.

When to
visit these
honeymoon
hotspots
A

honeymoon provides
a welcome retreat for
couples after months
upon months of budgeting,
planning and ironing out the
details of their weddings. On
their honeymoons, couples
get the chance to escape the
pressures of everyday life and
simply enjoy being alone with
each other in special locations.
Honeymoon vacations can
be expensive, and many
couples want to ensure they
get the best value for their
trips. A honeymoon that is
overshadowed by inclement
weather can make this oncein-a-lifetime trip memorable
for all the wrong reasons.
While not every hiccup can be
avoided, couples can plan their
honeymoons for those times
of year when specific locales
experience their best weather.

• France: Paris and other

• Hawaii: Spring and summer
can be ideal times to visit
the islands of Hawaii, as the
weather can be beautiful
and travel tends to be less
expensive during these times of
year. Rains increase as autumn
sets in, and Hawaii often sees
the bulk of its vacationers during
the winter, meaning higher costs
and bigger crowds.
• Italy: April through June and
September through October
are some of the best times to
visit Italy. Be aware that Venice
tends to be misty and damp
during the late fall and early
spring. Italy, especially southern
Italy and Sicily, can get quite
hot during the peak summer
months.
Weather and tourism should
be considered as newlyweds
choose where to go on their
honeymoons.
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• Australia: People opting to
get married in the winter in the
Northern Hemisphere might
want to escape the cooler
temperatures and shorter days
with a honeymoon south of the
equator. Australia and New
Zealand are beautiful spots
to visit and enjoy summer
when those in the Northern
Hemisphere are mired in winter.

• Mexico: Areas of Mexico,
such as popular Cancún and
Cozumel, tend to stay warm
all year long, but they can be
particularly hot in the summer.
Spring brides and grooms may
want to venture there before the
summer season is in full swing.
Couples might want to avoid
vacationing in certain areas in
March, as students visiting for
spring break may compromise
the romantic atmosphere
honeymooners are hoping for.
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• Jamaica: Couples tying the
knot in the earlier part of the
year may want to honeymoon
in Jamaica. With average
temperatures in the 80s yearround, Jamaica makes for a
great honeymoon destination.
January through April see less
rain than other times of the
year, and keep in mind June
through the end of December is
hurricane season.

French cities can be enchanting
to visit any time of the year, but
locals advise honeymooners
visit in September when the
climate is quite comfortable
and tourism is minimal. Spring
is another great time to visit
France, especially for those
people who want to spend
plenty of time outdoors.

Changing your last name
W

hile many brides opt to take their
husbands’ surnames upon tying the
knot, over the years the popularity
of such a decision has ebbed and flowed.
Recent years have suggested the practice is
once again gaining steam.
A 2011 study published in Names: A Journal
of Onomastics indicates that younger brides
are more likely to embrace the tradition of
taking their husbands’ names in marriage.
According to the study, women who married
between the ages of 35 and 39 were 6.4
times more likely to keep their maiden names
than those who married between the ages of
20 and 24.
Many brides view taking their spouse’s
name as the natural transition from being a
singleton to being a married woman. Other
brides prefer they share the same last name
as their future children, making the choice to
take their husband’s name a logical decision.
Some brides feel having the same last name
as their husbands helps them feel more like
a family.
Changing one’s name also may make it
easier to deal with various issues. Finances,
travel and even parenting concerns may be
easier when women take their husbands’ last

Although a large percentage of women still change their last names upon getting married,
many carefully weigh the pros and cons of such a change before making their final decisions.

names than when they don’t.
But some brides still prefer to keep their
maiden names or hyphenate those names
with their husbands’ surnames. Some may
view changing their names as sacrificing their
personal identities, while others may want to
hold on to a family name they are proud of.
Interesting names also can be hard to give
up. Brides who find taking their husband’s
name would be a tongue-twister may prefer
to forego this tradition.
Very often women who occupy positions of

prominence in their professions keep their
maiden names, feeling that taking their
husbands’ names will affect the cache they
have built up thus far. Women uncertain of
what to do in such situations can keep their
maiden names professionally and still change
their names legally.
Changing one’s last name is a personal
preference and a decision that couples
should discuss together. Discuss the decision
well in advance of the wedding so that both
parties are aware of each other’s feelings on
the subject before tying the knot.

Lost Creek Memory Barn

(937) 676-2883

Bridal Guide

www.MrsBsCatering.com

OH-70104084

Plan your special event around a century old
farm for a rustic feel. The barn can hold up to
215 people (300 with tent) for your rehearsal,
wedding and reception.
OH-70104353
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101 North Main Street, Pleasant Hill. OH 45359

Make your day picture perfect.
Please call with questions and reservation.

Find us on
Facebook
www.wilhelmfamilyfarms.com
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104 East Mason Road
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 492-6937
STORE HOURS

OH-70104162
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Mon-Wed 9AM-6PM • Thurs 9AM-1PM
Fri 9AM-8PM • Sat 9AM-3PM
Closed Sundays

Tame
wedding
day nerves

W
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nerves do not mean a wedding is doomed;
hen couples tie the knot, many
it just means certain issues may need to be
changes are in store, many
worked through. The following are some ways
compromises will be made and
to tame wedding day nerves.
many lasting memories will be created. But
in the weeks and months before their big
Keep an open dialogue.
days, couples can easily get caught up in the
Speak with your future spouse about the
whirlwind of wedding planning, never taking
things that may be causing your anxiety.
inventory of their feelings until their wedding
Maybe you have doubts on
days have arrived.
financial choices or where
Come their wedding
you will be living after the
days, couples should not be
Ninety-two
wedding. Communicating
surprised if some nerves set in.
openly and honestly is one
A survey from the anxiety selfpercent
of the foundations of a strong
help resource The Fear Source
relationship.
indicated 71 percent of bridesof brides
to-be suffered from some type
experienced
Slow down and breathe.
of nerves during the lead-up
Wedding planning involves
to their weddings. Ninety-two
nerves on the
making many decisions, and
percent of brides experienced
day of the
sometimes couples move
nerves on the day of the
at breakneck speeds. Make
wedding or the evening before,
wedding or
slowing down a priority. Try to
while 66 percent reported that
the evening
enjoy a quiet dinner with just
it affected their daily lives prior
the two of you. When enjoying
to their weddings or hampered
before.
peaceful moments, take deep
their performance and
breaths, which can be calming
enjoyment during the day itself.
and revitalizing. If need be,
According to Psych Central,
consider signing up for a yoga or tai chi class
a modern online voice for mental health
to force you to slow down.
information, emotional support and advocacy,
pre-wedding jitters are common and can
Address performance anxiety.
be the subconscious telling a person that
It’s easy to build up the big day in your mind
something needs to be remedied. Wedding

and hope that everything goes according to
plan. But it’s impossible to plan for each and
every outcome on your wedding day. Focus
on everything that can go right, rather than
worrying about what might go wrong. Also,
realize that your guests are your friends
and family members who will be forgiving of
any hiccups along the way. You’re bound to
recover gracefully from any mishaps.
Work on confidence.
Wedding fears may stem from inadequate
self-confidence. Give yourself a pep talk and
surround yourself with positive people. Keep
the worry-warts at arms’ length for the time
being.
Recruit more help.
Weddings are huge undertakings, so
it’s no surprise that couples sometimes
feel overwhelmed. Ask reliable relatives or
friends to double-check all of the last-minute
details. This way you don’t feel it is all on your
shoulders.
Wedding days nerves are to be expected
and often have little to do with the decision to
get married. Planning such a big event can be
nerve-wracking, but there are ways to combat
any anxiety that builds up as the big day
draws near.

Is airbrushed

makeup

the way
to go?

H

air and makeup is an important
part of wedding day planning.
Brides and grooms want to
look their best on their wedding days,
when they will no doubt take dozens
of photos, if not more. Men may apply
some oil-absorbing powder to tone
down shine on their skin, but women
tend to pull out all the stops when
selecting bridal makeup — often hiring
professional makeup artists to create a
signature look.

Understanding airbrush makeup can

Airbrush makeup is comprised of a
very thin liquid makeup that is applied
with the use of an air gun. This produces
a thin, even layer of foundation, often
creating a matte finish. Makeup artists
can custom-blend shades to get the right
match for their customers’ skin tones.
And because the fine mist of airbrush
makeup enables true skin tone to show
through, it can appear much more
natural.

Many airbrushed formulations are
silicone-based, enabling long-lasting
wear and water-resistant properties.
This is advantageous when hugging and
kissing on one’s wedding day. Some
airbrush makeup can last up to 16 hours.
Some airbrush formulations are wateror alcohol-based. Alcohol-based options
can be used to cover tattoos

Dreams are
OH-70104164

OH-70104166

937-492-3167•1-800-274-3129

The catering staff at
the spot can make
your special day
that much more

Touchups are minimal with airbrush
makeup, and the formulations can be
layered to cover blemishes. Airbrush
makeup also creates a pristine finish for
applying other makeup.

Airbrush makeup is compatible with
well-moisturized skin and takes to it well,
but dry skin may flake, crack and look
flat, advises Essence Designs.
Brides who end up shedding tears of
joy on their wedding days might find that
airbrush makeup can streak, which can
be difficult to cover up.
Because it requires a certain skillset
and equipment, airbrush makeup tends
to be more expensive than traditional
makeup when done by a professional.

Airbrush makeup can create a flawless
look and may be an option for brides to
consider.

Catering
Wedding Days are special. So don’t
trust your reception to just any caterer.
We have over 40 years experience.
Please give us a call to discuss the wide
variety of menus available.

“ A Sidney Tradition Since 1907”
201 S. Ohio Avenue 492-0298
www.TheSpotToEat.com
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too important
to leave to chance...

or birthmarks.

Bridal Guide

Airbrush-applied makeup is an option
women may want to explore. The
wedding resource The Knot says that
makeup airbrushing is quite popular in
the world of movies and modeling and
is now becoming more popular among
brides-to-be. When applied correctly by
a professional, airbrush makeup can
have a number of perks.

help brides determine if it’s the best
choice for them.

Choosing
wedding
color palettes

S
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ome brides may feel
beholden to the color white
on their wedding days, at
least in regard to their gowns.
Those who do often embrace
the opportunity to showcase their
personal styles and set the mood
for their nuptials by embracing
various colors throughout their
ceremonies and receptions.

Some couples opt for more
loosely defined color palettes,
such as neutral and natural colors.
Country and garden weddings can
borrow ideas from the landscape,
with natural linens paired with
wildflowers. Using whites, grays
and beiges enables couples
to add a pop of color without
overwhelming the setting.

Color can be a critical component
Brides magazine suggests that
when establishing the ambiance
couples avoid choosing too many
for a wedding. Color can evoke
colors. A maximum of three with
certain moods and set the tone for
one metallic can ensure that things
the day. Some colors work better
look cohesive without being overtogether than others,
the-top. Also, brides
so while choosing a
and grooms needn’t
Color can
color scheme may
feel pressured by
seem like an easy
the “hot” colors of
be a critical
undertaking, some
the moment. As
couples may find
with clothing and
component
it requires more
hairstyles, trends
when
careful consideration
change. It is better to
than they first
establishing select colors that will
imagined.
stand the test of time
the ambiance and look good for
According to the
for a wedding. years to come.
bridal guide A
Practical Wedding,
Couples may have
wedding colors
to incorporate colors
can give couples a
already at their
starting-off point for all of the other
wedding venues into their style.
details of their weddings. This
Fortunately many reception sites
ensures the wedding ultimately
are outfitted in neutral tones to
has a cohesive look. Colors
enable customization.
need not necessarily match, but
The wedding resource The
borrowing on similar hues can
Knot also says having a basic
make it easier to plan wedding
knowledge of the color wheel can
party wardrobes, flowers, table
help. Typically, colors that pair
linens, and much more.
well together are those that are
Colors can come from anywhere,
opposites on the color wheel. Also,
but many couples try to coordinate
colors that share proximity on the
their color schemes with the
color wheel will have similar tones
season in which the wedding
and play well together. Examples
takes place. In fact, couples who
of opposite colors include purples
are finding it difficult to decide on
and yellows, reds and greens, and
a palette can look to seasonal
oranges and blues.
colors for inspiration. For example,
Couples should not be afraid to
pastels and blooming flowers can
take some chances with their
set the scene for spring weddings,
while jewel tones and rich reds and color palettes, especially if they
greens may be fitting for winter
want to make a bold and modern
ceremonies.
statement.

Make it Special
There are 5 different venues at Piqua Country Club, each enchanting and beautifully appointed
to make your wedding day unforgettable. Host up to 280 guests or enjoy the smaller rooms,
perfect for an intimate ceremony that’s just for family and close friends.
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9812 Country Club Rd. | Piqua, OH 45356
(937) 773-7744 | piquacountryclub.com
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P I Q U A C O U N T RY C L U B I S H O M E TO T H E M O S T B E A U T I F U L
W E D D I N G V E N U E S I N T H E M I A M I VA L L E Y

Grooms:
Look your
wedding
day best

Brides might garner most of the
attention on a couple’s wedding
day, but dashing grooms also
will get their share of attention.
As a result, grooms must be
just as diligent as their blushing
brides with regard to grooming
and appearance on their wedding
days. To look picture-perfect,
grooms may want to include
these grooming tips in their
wedding day preparation.

Shaving

Shaving is another thing grooms
must consider. If you have a
beard, make sure it is clean,
combed and trimmed. Men who
shave the day of their weddings
may find their skin is sensitive
and irritated, which can lead to
redness. Unless your facial hair
grows especially fast, shave the
evening before. This is a good
time to splurge on a professional
shave with a straight razor at a
barber shop. A hot shave from a
professional will produce a close
shave with the least amount of
irritation when done correctly.

Hair
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Schedule a haircut with a
professional stylist roughly a
week before the wedding to get
your hair shaped and trimmed.
Although trendy hairstyles may
show off creativity, keep in mind
that photos last forever, and
it’s often better to stick with a

Hands

Grooms also may want to book
a manicure. Keep in mind that

The Island
Dress Shoppe

salons will do men’s nonpolish
manicures and pedicures, and
they can be well worth the
investment. Photos of entwined
hands or close-ups of the ring
exchange will have guests
zeroing in on your fingers. Have
hands look their best with clean,
shaped fingernails and trimmed
cuticles.

Skin

Get plenty of sleep the night prior
to the wedding. Being well rested
will help reduce puffy eyes, dark
circles and sallow skin. It will also
put you in a more positive mood,
which can help you enjoy the day
even more.
The day of the wedding, shower
using water and a mild soap.
Avoid any skin irritation by patting
your face and body dry, rather
than rubbing it with the towel.
Moisturize your skin to avoid
dry patches. Stores sell many
moisturizers geared toward men’s
needs, often in unscented or
more masculine fragrances.

Reducing shine is key for
wedding day photos. Rely on face
and hair products that will not
add unnecessary sheen to your
skin or hair to avoid making you
look greasy. Matte hair waxes
and sprays will tame tresses.
Also, ask your fiancé to pick you
up a package of blotting tissues
if you are prone to oily skin.
These absorbent, typically ricepaper sheets will remove oil from
your face and keep sheen to a
minimum.

Smile

Make sure your teeth have been
thoroughly brushed and that you
have used a minty mouthwash
so you’re primed for that first
kiss. Many grooms also opt for
whitening treatments prior to the
wedding so they have a dazzling
smile.
On their wedding days, grooms
will likely be photographed more
than any other time in their lives.
That means putting extra effort
into personal grooming to look
their best.

FULL SERVICE

“Lovely Mother of the Bride
or Groom Dresses”
Personal Service to assist you in ﬁnding your perfect dress

TUXEDO
RENTAL

•
•
•
•
•

Friendly
Professional Service

Shoes and handbags
Jewelry
Special Orders *sizes 4-30*
Sale Dresses up to 50% off
Custom Alterations

132 W Spring Street, St. Marys
419-394-5116
M,W 9:30 – 8, T, TH, F 9:30 to 5, Sat. 9:30 to 3
Find us on Facebook

OH-70104168

Conveniently Located in
Downtown Sidney

Tuxedo & Suit Rental
for Any Special Occasion

Hours: Mon.-Th. 9-6; Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5

Rent 5 Tuxes,
Get Groom’s Tux FREE!

www.ronandnitas.com

OH-70104240

W

classic cut. A barber or stylist
may suggest styles that best suit
your face shape and hair texture.
Above all, the haircut should be
neat. Resist the urge to wash
your hair every day before the
wedding. Allow some natural oils
to build up and make your hair
shine in a healthy way.

eddings are a chance
for couples tying the
knot to be the center of
attention. All eyes will be glued
to the bride and groom on this
special day, which makes it even
more important for couples to
look their collective best.

Responsibilities of bridal party members

B

eing asked to join a bridal party is both
an honor and a responsibility. When
asked to take on such significant and
meaningful roles, men and women may
recognize the honor but be unsure of what
their responsibilities are as couples move
forward with their wedding plans.

A maid of honor will also plan the bridal
shower, sending invitations and arranging
for lodging for out-of-town guests if
necessary. Many brides want the details
of their bridal showers to be a surprise,
and maids of honor should honor those
sentiments when possible. A maid of honor

Come the day of the wedding, the maid
of honor will ensure the bride’s day is as
stress-free as possible, helping to address
any last-minute issues that may arise. Maids
of honor may be asked to serve as the
legal witness to the wedding and sign the
wedding license before the reception. At the
reception, the maid of honor will toast the
bride.
• Best man: The best man is the maid of
honor’s counterpart, helping to plan the
bachelor party and toasting the groom at
the reception. The best man also tends to
hold the rings during the wedding ceremony,
and during the day of the wedding, he will
coordinate the groomsmen to make sure
everyone is ready to go on time. The best
man may arrange transportation for the
groom and groomsmen on the day of the
wedding and may also return the groom
and groomsmen’s attire the following day
if the newlyweds are departing on their
honeymoons.
• Bridesmaids/Groomsmen: The
bridesmaids and groomsmen serve
similar functions, acting as sources of
support as couples plan their weddings.

• Flower girl/Ring bearer: Flower girls
and ring bearers are often young relatives
of the couple, whether they are a young
brother or sister or a niece or nephew. The
responsibilities of the flower girl and ring
bearer are typically limited to the ceremony,
during which they will walk down the aisle,
either together or individually, before the
father of the bride escorts his daughter to
the altar or stage.

• Father of the bride: The father of the bride
walks his daughter down the aisle during the
ceremony, and, along with his wife, may pay
for the wedding, though many couples now
finance their own nuptials. The father of the
bride will dance with his daughter during the
reception, and some fathers may even share
a special toast for the newlyweds during
the reception, though such a toast is not
traditionally required.
Bridal parties play a big role on couples’
wedding days, and those roles are both an
honor and a responsibility.
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• Maid of Honor: The maid of honor serves
as the bride-to-be’s right-hand woman as
she plans her wedding and gets ready on
her big day. Maids of honor typically go
gown shopping with the bride and may even
choose or offer suggestions about the color
and style of the bridesmaids’ dresses. Once
a dress style and color has been chosen,
the maid of honor will make sure everyone is
fitted on time.

The maid of honor may be asked to help
address save-the-date cards and envelopes
as well.

Bridesmaids and groomsmen help to plan
the bachelorette and bachelor parties and
may also be asked their opinions as couples
make decisions regarding their weddings.
Bridesmaids and groomsmen must be
prepared to take pictures once couples
have officially tied the knot. They also must
help the brides and grooms with any issues
that may arise in the hours before couples
become husband and wife.

Bridal Guide

Bridal party roles can vary depending on
certain circumstances, but many couples still
want their bridesmaids and groomsmen to
perform many of the more traditional tasks
associated with their roles. The following
are some of the tasks bridesmaids and
groomsmen can expect to perform in the
months leading up to the wedding and
during the wedding itself.

also plans the bachelorette party, though
many brides do not mind being involved in
the planning of such parties.

W

edding anniversaries
provide opportunities
for couples to reflect
and relive the excitement of their
wedding days. Anniversaries
can easily be forgotten amid the
hustle and bustle of daily life,
but many couples are making
concerted efforts to ensure their
anniversaries are celebrated as
the special occasions they are.
A first wedding anniversary is
a special one. Some couples
celebrate their first anniversaries
by enjoying a piece of wedding
cake that has been properly
preserved in the freezer.
Couples may also dance to their
wedding songs or enjoy a nice
dinner at a favorite restaurant.
The first anniversary also is a
time to pull out the wedding
video or photo album and
reminisce about the wedding
day.

Make every
anniversary count

Anniversaries are a great way for
couples to celebrate their time
together by stepping away from
emails, text messages, work
obligations, and even mundane
everyday tasks to once again
remember a day and moment
that changed their lives forever.
Those who may need a little

inspiration celebrating their
anniversaries can consider these
suggestions.
Have dinner at your reception
site. Find out if the reception
site, which may be a catering
hall or restaurant, serves dinner
or brunch. Make a reservation
and enjoy celebrating in the spot
where the memories all began.

Take a second honeymoon.
Honor wedding memories by
booking a second honeymoon at
a special location.
Throw a party. Use your
anniversary as an excuse to
have friends or family over for
a party. Be sure to include your
wedding song on the music
playlist.

Create a romantic evening.
Rekindle the romance by pulling
out all the stops, complete with a
nice homecooked meal, candles
and mood music.
Wedding anniversaries present
ideal opportunities for couples to
reminisce about their trip down
the aisle and all the entertaining
moments from the wedding.
They’re also opportunities to
connect as a couple and focus
on each other.
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ASK US
ABOUT A
SHUTTLE

OH-70104158

Post-wedding day tasks to tackle

C

ouples who plan their own
weddings might enjoy a
satisfactory exhale once the
knot has been tied and the last rug
has been cut. Once guests head
home and couples depart for their
honeymoons, much of the work is
done. But there are some lingering
tasks for couples once they return
from their first trip together as
husband and wife.
• Thank-you notes: Thank-you
notes are perhaps a couple’s biggest
task upon returning from their
honeymoons. Such notes should
be sent to all guests who attended
your wedding as well as those
who could not attend but still gave
gifts. Carve out some time in the
weeks immediately following your
honeymoon to write personalized
thank-you notes, mailing them all at
the same time so guests do not feel
slighted if their note arrives weeks
after another’s.

• Vendor reviews: Many vendors
now rely on Internet reviews from
past customers to help grow their
businesses, and it’s a nice gesture
for couples to offer their reviews
once they have returned from their
honeymoons. Chances are you relied
on such reviews when choosing
vendors for your wedding, so return
the favor by writing reviews and
helping future couples find reliable
vendors who can help make their

weddings special.
• Dress: New brides who want to
keep their dresses as keepsakes or
preserve them as heirlooms should
have their dresses cleaned and
professionally preserved when they
return from their honeymoons. The
earlier you do this, the easier it is to
remove any stains that might have
developed during your wedding.
• Gift returns: Newly married couples
often receive repeat gifts or gifts they
never put on their registries that they
simply have no use for. Return such
gifts as soon as possible so your
home is not overwhelmed with clutter.
Upon returning gifts, you also can
do a little shopping, as you will have
money to spend. In addition, many
stores give newly married couples
discounts on registry items that went
unpurchased, and the day you return
gifts is a great opportunity to cash in
on such discounts.

Tin Roof Events

OH-70101273

visit our website at tinroofeventsllc.com
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From corporate events,
concerts, banquets or
anniversary parties, we
have the capacity and
experience to help you
make it happen.
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No matter what
your wedding
dreams are, they
can come true at
Tin Roof Events.

• Cake: If you were unable to do so
before leaving on your honeymoon,
return to your wedding reception
venue to pick up any leftover cake.
Many venues will store leftover
wedding cakes in their freezers
for a reasonable amount of time
until couples return from their
honeymoons, but make it a point
to pick up your cake as soon as
possible. It’s customary to eat leftover
cake, if you have any, on your first
anniversary.

Frosting-free
cakes are a
growing
trend

A

NOW
N
OW TTHRU
H RU V
VALENTINE’S
ALENTINE’S D
DAY
AY

Whether it’s to pop the big question
or just to say I love you, EDC in
Centerville has consolidated
thousands of stunning pieces
from our former Troy store
and we’re offering incredible
savings for any style or budget.

OH-70104012
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Engagement Rings • Wedding Bands
Bridesmaid Gifts • Fashion Jewelry

Don’t miss these inventory reduction
savings only at EDC in Centerville.

Our Centerville store is expanding to create
a superior experience for you.
7245 Far Hills Ave. Dayton, Ohio 45459

shopedc.com

new trend is taking
hold both in North
America and on
the other side of the Atlantic
Ocean. Cakes are being
pared down so that frosting
and fondant coverings are
now nearly absent from the
confections.

They’re called “naked
cakes,” and these simplified
desserts showcase the
texture of the cakes and
their fillings. According to
culinary experts, the idea
for the naked cake came
from Christina Tosi, owner of
Momofuku Milk Bar. It’s an
award-winning bakery with
locations across the United
States and Canada. Now
many other pastry chefs and
bakers are hopping on the
naked cake bandwagon, with
the trend being highlighted by
the likes of Martha Stewart
and the respected wedding
resource The Knot.
Just because these cakes
may be short on exterior
buttercream doesn’t mean
they fall flat on flavor or
visual appeal. Cakes can
be embellished with fresh

blooms, gum paste-molded
flowers, edible pearls and
gems, fresh berries, and
much more. The Knot notes
many naked cakes are
garnished with flavors that
are included in the cake, such
as chocolate chips, crumbs,
cookie dough, or candy
sprinkles.
Couples who are stripping
down their weddings to
include more basics and
natural effects may be
drawn to these naked cakes.
They’re also an option for
those who find frosting,
buttercream and fondant too
sweet for the palate. Naked
cakes enable the interior
flavors to really shine.

Weddings, Receptions, Corporate
Events and
Special Occasions
Weddings,
Receptions,
Corporate
Weddings,
Receptions,
Corporate
Events and
Special Occasions
Events and Special Occasions
937.552.7680 or Jessica@troycrystalroom.com
www.troycrystalroom.com
937.552.7680 or Jessica@troycrystalroom.com
OH-70103182
40957320
www.troycrystalroom.com
937.552.7680
or Jessica@troycrystalroom.com
www.troycrystalroom.com

Bravo
T H E

R O O M

Casual

NOW BOOKING
EVENTS AND PARTIES
Introducing the beautifully
renovated Hobart Arena at 255
Adams St. in Troy, Ohio. The Bravo
Room is Hobart Arena’s new
multipurpose event space named
in honor of Lucia and Robert Bravo.
The Bravo Room is a spacious 2400
square foot room that can also be
divided in half. The maximum
accommodations are 220 guests
in a classroom style seating
arrangement or 128 guests
seated at 72” oval tables.

/HobartArena

For more information CALL (937) 339-2911 or VISIT www.HobartArena.com
OH-70104129
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Hobart Arena
255 Adams Street
Troy, Ohio 45373
/HobartArena

Corporate
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Whether you are planning a
business luncheon or youth
conference, corporate training
workshop, wedding reception,
or class reunion; our team at
Hobart Arena takes a personalized
approach to hosting events of
all styles and sizes.

Formal

Customize your
ceremony

Did you know?
The vibrant colors of spring make this season
often associated with rebirth an ideal time for
amateur and professional photographers to ply their
trades. Various colors, including pink, blue, yellow,
purple, and, of course, green are on display each
spring, providing wonderful backdrops for nature
photographers. Wedding photographers also may
enjoy shooting happy couples in spring, when the
colors of nature can provide a perfect and colorful
complement to men and women
during their engagement or
wedding photoshoots.
In fact, spring flowers
have inspired artists
from various
mediums. Among
the more notable
painters to paint
springtime
flowers and
landscapes were
Georgia O’Keefe,
Impressionist
pioneer Claude
Monet and Vincent
Van Gogh.

to give it a unique touch

S

teeped in tradition,
weddings have featured
many of the same
components for centuries.
Those about to tie the knot may
feel somewhat limited in their
ability to shape their weddings
into unique celebrations of
their relationships and love for
one another. Although it may
not seem like there are many
opportunities to put your own
stamp on the wedding, there are
plenty of ways to do just that.
When looking to personalize
your wedding ceremony,
determine if there might be
anything blocking you from
doing so. For example, if yours
will be a religious ceremony,
there may be certain rites that
need to be followed. Secular
ceremonies may offer more
opportunities to customize.

Participants: Wedding party
members fulfill certain roles
during the ceremony, but they
are not limited to those tasks

Candle lighting: Many couples
like to incorporate candlelighting components to their
ceremonies. Lighting unity
candles blends two families
together into one in a symbolic
way. Other couples choose
different traditions, such as
mixing two different-colored
sands in a new vessel, to
represent the joining of two
lives together. You can consider
these types of additions for your
wedding ceremony or come up
with your own unique tradition.

Impart a special touch to a
wedding ceremony in any
number of ways. Doing so will
help set this special day apart in
the minds of guests and make
it even more memorable to look
back on as a couple.

Rentals

Both have a cozy fireplace
Perfect for banquet style seating
Ideal for rehearsal dinners and large gatherings

Great Rates
Downtown Troy’s Gem
OH-70104702

Don’t forget us for your Wedding/Reception
•Seating up to 200 •Dance Floor

11 N Market St. Troy

OH-70103183
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Tyler Room - Seats 35
Harrison Room - Seats 75
Includes a Walk-Up Bar

Now Open Sundays 12-8

Musical interludes: Choose
music that connects with your
personalities as a couple rather
than selecting standard songs
merely because they are the
easier route. Work with the
organist or other musicians and
request that they perform or play
musical pieces that you enjoy.

Vows: Vows are one of the
easiest ways to put a personal
touch on your wedding. You can
select the words you want to
exchange during the ceremony
as well as any readings
during the service. Work with
your officiant to narrow down
particular phrasing or sentiments
that fit with your vision of the
wedding and relationship.

Offering Two Banquet Rooms
on the Second Floor

106 East Main
Street Tipp City
Call 937-667-5200
www.harrisonsrestaurant.com

alone. Consider asking wedding
party members or other friends
or family members to take on
specialized roles in the wedding.
They may be able to do certain
readings, escort guests to their
seats, light candles, or sing and
participate in other ways.

Call 937-339-1923 for availability and rates
www.troyrec.com
troyrec@bizwoh.rr.com

Wedding day transportation tips
C

ouples must make many
decisions when planning
their weddings, including
choosing transportation for
guests to and from wedding
ceremonies. Whereas couples
once left guests’ transportation
up to their guests, nowadays it
is customary to provide rides for
guests so they can easily get
to and from their hotel and the
ceremony and reception safe
and sound.
Many factors must be considered
when choosing transportation
for wedding guests, and the

following are a handful of tips to
make the decision a little easier.

is that bus drivers won’t get lost
looking for the hotel.

Speak with your hotel before
booking transportation. While
professional shuttle services
are an option, couples whose
guests will be staying in a
specific hotel or hotels should
speak with management of their
hotels to determine if the hotels
offer shuttle services for guests.
Many hotels provide airport
shuttle service to guests, and
couples might be able to use
such services to get their guests
to and from their weddings and
receptions. Hotels
may charge a
fee to use their
shuttles, but
they may offer
discounts to
couples whose
guests book an
agreed upon
number of rooms.
An added benefit
to using the hotel
shuttle services

Find an option that won’t bust
your budget. Wedding budgets
tend to be big, and couples
planning their weddings soon
realize that budgets can quickly
be busted. When choosing
transportation for your guests,
do not feel pressured to book
especially lavish buses. So long
as the buses are safe and on
time, guests won’t mind if they
ride in a school bus or a fancy
bus worthy of a touring rock
band. If you are concerned about
the appearance of a bus, ask if
you can decorate the bus before
the wedding to make it more
inviting.
Comparison shop. Many
companies cater to couples
looking for transportation for
their wedding guests, and
couples should explore all of
their options before committing
to a particular company. Receive
formal estimates from several
companies before making your

final decision, and speak to
companies about matching
offers. When comparing
companies, try to consider both
cost and quality. While the
lowest estimate might be the
most budget-friendly, you should
choose the company that you
feel is most trustworthy and
capable of fulfilling your contract.
Read the contract.
Transportation contracts should
be gone over with a fine-tooth
comb before couples sign on
the dotted line. Check for hidden
fees, such as mileage or overage
charges if the reception runs
a little late, and ask how much
flexibility you might have with
regard to those fees. Make sure
any agreements you reach with
regard to fees are written into the
contract before you sign it.
Transportation for guests is one
of many things couples must
consider when planning their
weddings. Make sure the option
you choose is both guest- and
budget-friendly.

Weddings

Our banquet center
holds up to 180 people.
Select your caterer of choice.

Located in the
Miami Valley Centre Mall
987 East Ash St., Piqua
lbelisle@midamco.com
(937) 773-1225

(Attached to Piqua Comfort Inn)
OH-70104159
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Thinking
Outside the
Banquet Hall
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Celebrate your
special day in
The Centre at
Miami Valley
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OH-70104712
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SIMPLY

Magnificent

The revitalized Fort Piqua Plaza Conference & Banquet Center has become the heart of
downtown Piqua. The exquisite architectural beauty has won numerous awards and hosts many
prestigious events. The facility offers six unique rooms providing the perfect venue for groups
of 24 to 350 people with state-of-the-art amenities. Rent the Plaza or just a room. The Fort Piqua
Plaza is the perfect choice for receptions, showers, conventions, corporate meetings, retreats,
parties and banquets. Let us help you plan your dream wedding.

thefortpiquaplaza.com 937.773.8871
RECEPTIONS * CEREMONIES * REHEARSAL DINNERS
PROMS * CORPORATE MEETINGS * RETREATS

