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Piqua football will improve with time, experience
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

For the Piqua football 
team and coach Bill 
Nees, entering his 26th 
season, time will be 
their best friend.

As in time for a 
relatively inexperienced 
team to gain experience.

And on offense, it is 
matter of finding out 
what fits this year’s edi-
tion the best.

Understandably, that 
may take some time 
— after losing three 
standouts in Austin 
Davis, Hayden Schrubb 
and Ben Schmiesing to 
graduation.

Davis finished fourth 
among GWOC quarter-
backs, passing 1,821 
yards, while throwing 
for 25 touchdowns 
against just three inter-
ceptions.

He completed 126 of 
200 passes.

Schrubb was the sec-
ond leading receiver 
in the GWOC, with 53 
receptions for 911 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. 
And Schmiesing scored 
12 touchdowns out of 
the backfield, with 114 
carries for 696 yards 
and seven receptions for 
77 yards in Piqua’s 6-4 
campaign.

“Those were three 
outstanding football 
players,” Nees said. 
“Really, it is about logis-
tics right now. Finding 
out what at

Taking over the helm 
at quarterback will be 
senior Mick Karn (5-11. 
172).

The running backs 
will include juniors Matt 
Blankenship (5-11, 165), 
Makeegan Kuhn (6-1, 
203) and Colin Roe (5-6, 
156); and sophomores 
Jerell Lewis (6-1, 210) 
and Caron Coleman 
(5-9, 150).

Blankenship had six 
carries for 24 yards last 
year, while Roe had four 
carries for 17 yards and 
13 catches for 105 yards.

“He (Colin Roe) kind 
of found a niche last 
year as hybrid running 
back, receiver,” Nees 
said. “Someone will 
step up. There is always 
someone who emerges.”

The receivers include 
seniors Owen Toopes 
(6-0, 156) and Jake 
Meyer (5-9, 151), Roe 
and sophomores Keegan 
Patton, Dylon Sever and 
Garrett Schrubb.

Toopes caught 11 
passes last year for 120 
yards.

“Owen Toopes is the 
guy in the group with 
experience,” Nees said. 
“The other guys are all 
looking to earn a spot.”

The tight ends will be 
senior Brennan Toopes 
(6-0, 209) and Dylan 
Motter (6-2, 220).

The good news for 
Piqua is the Indians 
return an experienced 
group on the offensive 
line.

They include seniors 
Caden Clark (6-3, 305) 
and Kaiden Maxwell 
(6-1, 230) at the tackles 
and the guards include 
senior Zayne Arbogast 
(6-1, 225) and junior 
Riley Hill (6-2, 285).

Taking over the center 

duties will be senior 
Jacob Strayer (6-1, 228).

Adding depth will be 
juniors Billy Dobbins 
(5-11, 204), Nicolas 
Karnehm (5-9, 218) and 
sophomore Jacob Hep-
ner.

“We feel like the offen-
sive line should be the 
strength of the team,” 
Nees said. “We have 
four guys who have all 
started games (at tackle 
and guard) and a guy 
who has been with the 
program for three years 
(Jacob Strayer) who has 
worked hard for three 
years and earned his 
shot. He has worked 
hard in the weight 
room.”

The defense will 
also have to replace 
Schmiesing, who was 
fifth in the GWOC in 
tackles last year with a 
100 from his linebacker 
position.

The defensive ends 
will include senior Grant 
Toopes (6-2, 224) and 
Lewis; while rotating at 
the tackles will be Arbo-
gast, Brennan Toopes 
and sophomore Lance 
Reaves (6-0, 227).

The outside lineback-
ers will be senior Kraig 
Hemmert (5-11, 172) 
and Coleman, while 
battling for the inside 
linebacker positions are 
senior Nikoah Medley 
(6-1, 200), Blankenship 
and Kuhn.

Karn, who was second 
the team with 83 tack-
les from his linebacker 
position a year ago, 
will be at safety, with 
sophomore Blane Ouhl 
at nickol safety. The cor-
nerbacks will be Owen 
Toopes and junior Zane 
Beougher (5-11, 171).

Karn will handle the 
kicking and punting 
duties, while Owen 
Toopes and junior Tren-
ton Foster (5-9, 164) 
will be the return spe-
cialists.

“We feel pretty good 
about our defensive line 
and secondary,” Nees 
said. “Our linebackers 
just don’t have a lot of 
experience. It is a mat-

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Mick Karn makes a tackle for Piqua last season.

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Matt Blankenship returns for the Piqua football team.

Tom Lillicrap/Call File Photo
Colin Roe returns for the Piqua football team.

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Owen Toopes will be one of Mick Karn’s favorite targets this fall.

ter of them getting feel 
and game experience.”

After scrimmaging 
Celina and Springboro, 
Piqua opens the season 
on the road at Chami-
nade-Julienne, before the 
first of six home games 
with Lima Senior.

“We start off with C-J 
and Lima Senior right 
off the bat,” Nees said. 
“The kids are very rec-
petive to the coaching. 
They understand.”

The GWOC North 
again will be competi-
tive with Troy, Tippeca-
noe, Sidney, Vandalia-
Butler and Greenville.

“A lot of the schools 
are in the same posi-
tion, where they gradu-
ated a lot of people,” 
Nees said. “So, it will 
be a typical year in the 
GWOC North.”

And for Piqua it is 
simple — just a matter 
of gaining experience 
and figuring how best to 
utilize the weapons on 
offense.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the 
Daily Call. He can be reached at 
(937) 451-3334.
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Piqua spikers look for improvement with young team
Staff Reports

Liana Michael returns 
as Piqua volleyball coach.

Piqua was 13-10 over-
all last year and 9-6 in 
GWOC American play.

Graduating off that 
team were Haley Michael, 
Lauren Williams, Kelsey 
Magoteaux, Kelsey 
Peters, Savannah Hulme, 
Navie Garber and Emily 
Powell.

Returning letterwin-
ners include Haleigh 
Beougher, Kylie Trissell 
and Kamy Trissell; and 
juniors Tylah Yeomans 
and Danielle Widney.

“Our goals are to prog-
ress further in the state 
tournament than we did 
a year ago,” Michael said. 
“And improve. You are 
going to see a very young 
PHS volleyball team this 
season. They are working 
hard and improving every 
day.”

Michael hopes to be 
competitive in the GWOC 
North.

Boys Cross Country
Seth Fashner takes over 

as coach.
Graduating off last 

year’s team was Preston 
Schaeffer.

Returning letterwin-
ners include Mitch 
Fletcher, Gaven Barnes, 
Tyler McName and Roy 
Moreaux.

“We are excited to have 
a young and talented 
team,” Fashner said. 
“We expect to have some 
strong individual and 
team performances as we 
focus on getting better, 
not just for this season, 
but also the coming years.

“Our boys have done a 
great job of pushing each 
other and being more 
competitive in workouts 
this summer, which we 
expect to translate well 
into the season.

Girls Cross Country
Ryan King returns as 

coach.
Graduating off last 

year’s team was Gabby 
Knouff.

Returning letterwin-
ners include Ana Adams, 
Maeve Vulcan, Danielle 
Detter, Olivia Ames, Gra-
cie McGonagle and Alivia 
Knorr-Sullivan.

“We are excited to 
have a young and tal-
ented team and we 
are also hopeful for a 
healthy season for some 
of our seniors that have 
struggled with injuries 
throughout their career,” 
King said. “With their 
contributions, we expect 
to have some strong 
individual and team per-
formances, as we focus on 
getting better for not just 
this season, but also the 
coming years.

Kings hopes to have 
a strong showing in 
Piqua’s final season in the 
GWOC.

Boys Golf
Andy Johnson returns 

as coach.
The Indians finished 

5-8 overall last year and 
4-4 in GWOC American 
play.

Graduating off that 
team was Aaron Davis.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Christian 
Starrett, Jackson Huels-
kamp and Matt Herron; 
junior Kyler Kommer 
and sophomore Decker 
Jackson.

“Our goal is to improve 
our scores throughout the 
season and become more 
confident in ourselves as 
golfers,” Johnson said. 
“We do not have the 
course experience that 
many of the teams around 
us have, so we have to 
work on that in practice.

“As we play more and 
develop a strategy for 
attacking each course 
we play this fall, we will 
improve as a team. I 
expect the golfers to put 
a lot of effort into their 
game so they can achieve 
the goals they have set for 
themselves.”

Johnson hopes to be 
competitive in the GWOC 
North.

Girls Golf
Cathy Barhorst returns 

for her sixth season as 
coach.

Graduating off last 
year’s team that finished 
3-10 were Korren Evans 
and Madison Ordean.

Piqua returns district 
qualifier Kelsey Bach-
man (senior), along with 
seniors Skyler Sloan and 
juniors Adde Honeycutt 
and Reece Tate.

Working to fill the 
remaining two spots on 
varsity are junior Hannah 
Anderson, sophomores 
Dezi Davis, Siara Grin-
stead, Haley Krogman, 
Caitlyn Roberson, Brook-
lynne Wright and fresh-
man Kenzi Anderson.

“This will be the sec-
ond year in that we have 
had varsity and junior 
varsity teams,” Barhorst 
said. “Our junior varsity 
program will again be 
coaches by Tyler Berg-
man With a greatly 
expanded match schedule 
this year, coach Bergman 
and the junior varsity 
squad will work together 
to continue building the 
Piqua girls golf program. 
The future of Piqua golf 
looks very promising.”

Barhorst is excited 
about the upcoming sea-
son and expects Piqua to 
compete for the GWOC 
North title.

Boys Soccer
Josh Duncan returns 

for his second season as 
Piqua coach.

The Indians finished 
8-6-3 overall and 6-3-1 in 
GWOC North play.

Graduating off that 
team were Robbie Com-
stock, Jared Gullett, 
Kaden Jones, Gavin 
Strevell, Xian Harrison, 
Quinten Evans, Logan 
Francis, Spencer Lavey, 
Shaun Hatke, Skyler Pow-
ers, Ashtyn Wilson and 
West Ford.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Cade 
Lyman, Brandon Gris-
som, Ethan Pohlschnei-
der, John Grear, Julio 
Gonzalez and Carlos 
Escalante-Perez; juniors 
Jarret Powers, Ethan 
Heidenreich, Brock 
Schlosser, Eli Baker, 
Colin Baugh, Ryan Cur-
tis, Abraham Zurita, 
Seth Furbee and Chase 
Vaughn; and sophomore 
Deacon Besuchter.

“We want to improve 
our teams style of play 
(high pressing, keeping 
possession of the ball),” 
Duncan said. “We want 
to improve on the disap-
pointing results from 
last season. In terms of 
record, I hope this team 
achieves 10 wins. We had 

our first winning record 
in four years last year and 
I hope to continue that 
tradition.”

Duncan hopes to be in 
the top four in the GWOC 
North and get a top 10 
seed in the Division I sec-
tionals.

Girls Soccer
Bret Ritter returns for 

his third season as coach.
Piqua finished 7-10 

overall last year and 5-5 
in the GWOC North.

Graduating off that 
team were Ally Rich-
ardson, Grace Jennings, 
Grave Strevell, Jennou-
leigha Tipton, Kaily Win-
trow, Kenzie Ellerman 
and Leanne Price.

Returning letter win-
ners included seniors 
Claire Bim-Merle, Hai-
ley McPherson, Kaylee 
Lacy and Shayna Bragg; 
juniors Ellie Jones, Grace 
Forness, Olyvia Malone, 
Tanner Grise and Tayler 
Grunkemeyer; and sopho-
mores Colleen Cox, Lil-
lie Nelson and Whitney 
Evans.

“We are returning a 
great nucleus even after 
losing a strong senior 
class,” Ritter said. “So, 
we are looking to keep 
the momentum going and 
play the best soccer pos-
sible.”

Ritter hopes to be 
competitive in the GWOC 
North.

Girls Tennis
Kyla Starrett returns as 

coach and will be assisted 
by Bonnie Davis.

Piqua is coming off a 
four-win season and lost 
Morgan Ford to gradua-
tion.

Returning letterwin-
ners include juniors Alexa 
Knorr-Sullivan, Skylar 
Cain and Grace Ryan ; 
and sophomores Rikki 
Ramirez and Cassie 
Arnett.

“We are extremely 

excited for the season 
to begin,” Starrett said. 
“The athletes are pas-
sionate, determined, and 
driven to get better— and 
are continually showing 
it. While the team is still 
young, there is a lot of 
talent on the courts and 
an immense amount of 
potential.”

Piqua hopes to be com-
petitive in the GWOC 
American Conference.

Photos by Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Piqua’s Kyler Kommer blasts out of a bunker earlier this season.

Maeve Vulcan returns for the Piqua girls cross country team.

Mitch Fletcher returns for the boys cross country team.
Alexa Knorr-Sullivan returns for the Piqua girls cross country 
team.

Claire Bim-Merle returns for the Piqua girls soccer team
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By Bryant Billing
bbilling@aimmediamidwest.com

SIDNEY — Like many 
Division VII schools, 
Lehman Catholic has tra-
ditionally relied on sev-
eral players to play both 
offense and defense.

This season, the Cava-
liers have no choice.

Lehman has 25 players 
on the team — nine less 
than the previous small-
est roster coach Dick Roll 
has had in his 13 years at 
the school.

Though it’s presented 
challenges to the team 
in preseason, Roll said a 
playoff berth is still with-
in grasp. He’s seen other 
Northwest Central Con-
ference teams make the 
playoffs with less — and 
they haven’t had Elliott 
Gilardi at quarterback.

Gilardi, who was the 
Division VII southwest 
district offensive player of 
the year last year, is one 
of eight returning starters 
who will try to lead the 
Cavaliers to an NWCC 
title and sixth consecu-
tive postseason berth.

“We can have an out-
standing season,” Roll 
said. “I compare us to 
(NWCC member) Perry 
last year. They had low 
numbers and still had an 
outstanding season and 
made the playoffs. The 
difference between us 
and them is they were 
building the program 
with low numbers. We’re 
on the rebound with low 
numbers but still have 
high expectations.

“…Our guys know 
we’ve had success, and 
some of them have been 
a part of that success. 

They’ve got to learn and 
work to have that suc-
cess. It’s going to be a 
little tougher. I don’t have 
anyone to give guys rest 
— you’ve got to stay in. 
That’s going to be the dif-
ference.”

If Lehman’s offense 
moves like it did last year, 
opposing defenses may 
be the ones wishing for 
rest.

The Cavaliers aver-
aged 430 yards and 46.8 
points per game in their 
10-2 campaign, which 
was bookended by losses 
to Midwest Athletic 
Conference teams. They 
surpassed 50 points six 
times.

Though many starters 
have graduated — includ-
ing NWCC offensive 
player of the year Owen 
Smith, who rushed for 
over 1,800 yards — Gilar-
di brings talent, experi-
ence and big-play making 
abilities back.

Gilardi, a senior, threw 
for 1,567 yards and 27 
touchdowns and also 
ran for 980 yards and 18 
touchdowns last year. 
He’ll be backed up by 
freshman Michael McFar-
land.

“We’re fortunate to 
have Elliott back,” Roll 
said. “He’s going to make 
our offense tick. …That’s 
what our offense is based 
on. Last year, we hung 
our hats on running the 
ball. This year, we’re 
going to hang our hats on 
the ability to throw and 
run the ball.”

Juniors Drew Barhorst 
and RJ Bertini will take 
over for Smith at running 
back. Roll said Barhorst 
(6-foot-0, 165 pounds) 

is a physical runner with 
speed and Bertini (5-8, 
150) is a slashing runner. 
Both played at running 
back late in several games 
a year ago.

Barhorst and Ber-
tini will also have 
passes thrown their way. 
Lehman will use a lot of 
other players at receiver, 
including senior John 
Cianciolo, senior Bra-
dly Haynes, junior Gabe 
Knapke, junior Brendan 
O’Leary and sophomore 
Landon McIver. Cianciolo 
and Haynes both played a 
bit at the position a year 
ago, and Knapke, McIver 
and O’Leary are newcom-
ers.

Those skill players will 
also make up the bulk of 

Lehman’s defensive back-
field.

“Offense is where we’ll 
rest most of those kids, 
running different receiv-
ers in and out,” Roll said.

Senior Nick Largent is 
Lehman’s lone returning 
lineman. He’ll move from 
tackle to guard on the 
offensive line.

Senior center Mitchell 
Sollmann (a converted 
running back) and 
sophomore guard Conner 
Stewart will also start on 
the offensive line, though 
Roll said they made 
switch positions. The 
rest of the line is made 
of senior tackle Ethan 
Knapke and junior guard 
Danny Lins. Sophomore 
Evan Fogt will provide 

relief on the line.
Most of the offensive 

lineman will play on the 
defensive line. Knapke 
had 26 tackles and two 
sacks a year ago.

The Cavaliers return 
their top two tacklers in 
Barhorst and Tyler Soll-
mann but lose the rest of 
their top 10. Barhorst, a 
linebacker, had 79 tackles 
and one interception last 
year. Sollmann, a junior 
linebacker, had 78 tackles 
and one fumble recovery.

A lack of backup has 
slowed the learning abili-
ty of the team’s new start-
ers, since the team rests 
a bit more at practice to 
limit wear and tear. Assis-
tant coaches have had to 
step in as players during 

Call File Photos
Elliot Gilardi returns at quarterback for Lehman
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Lehman football features quality over quantity

RJ Bertini returns for the Lehman football team.

Veteran coach Snipes to lead Lehman spikers
Staff Reports

SIDNEY — Greg 
Snipes returns for his 
26th season as Lehman 
Catholic volleyball coach.

Snipes has a 475-136 
career record.

The Lady Cavaliers 
finished 12-13 overall 
last year and 6-2 in the 
NWCC.

Graduating off that 
team were Ellie Scott, 
Lauren Larger, Hailey 
Wick, Maddy McFarland 
and Brogan McIver.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors 
Alexis Snipes, Malorie 
Hussey, Lauren Riley and 
Ellie Westerheide; juniors 
Olivia Lucia; Abby Schutt 
and Lauren McFarland; 
and sophomores Pyper 
Sharkins and Reese Geis.

“Expectations for this 
season are very high,” 
Snipes said. “We bring 
back almost all starters 
from last year and have 
some great newcomers. 
Our schedule should chal-
lenge and push us.”

After a third-place fin-
ish in the NWCC a year 
ago, the Lady Cavaliers 
look to bounce back and 
compete for the top spot.

Boys Cross Country
Kyle Hermiller returns 

as coach.
Returning letterwin-

ners include seniors Elias 
Bezy and Aaron Topp, 
junior Alex Vanderhorst 

and sophomores Scott 
Petersen and Andrew 
Wiseman.

“Our boys team did not 
see any members gradu-
ate, so we can expect 
an overall improvement 
from last year’s results,” 
Hermiller said. “Alex 
(Vanderhorst) learned a 
lot from track last spring, 
and has come along well 
to be running neck and 
neck with Elias (Bezy) 
this offseason at the head 
of our pack.

“Scott (Petersen) will 
be returning to distance 
running after a season of 
sprinting last spring for 
Lehman, and look for-
ward to a solid improve-
ment from last year. 
Aaron (Topp) has some 
good potential that we 
saw his sophomore sea-
son, and look forward to 
harnessing again for his 
senior season. Andrew 
(Wiseman) pushed him-
self more than anyone on 
our boys track team last 
spring, and his race times 
reflected that. I expect 
big improvements from 
him again this fall.”

“Hopefully, he can 
hopefully help Lehman 
improve upon our fifth-
place finish at conference 
last year,” Hermiller said. 
“In 2017, there was only 
an 11-point spread from 
second to fifth place, so 
with a strong showing at 
the peak of our season, 
we hope to move up.”

Girls Cross Country
Hermiller also coaches 

the girls.
Graduating off last 

year’s team were Alanna 
O’Leary, Theresa Flood, 
Caitlin Swallow, Leah 
Peoples and Miriam Bezy.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior Maria 
Schmiesing and sopho-
more Maggie Bezy.

“Our girls team gradu-
ated a large senior class 
last year,” Hermiller said. 
“This year our roster 
consists primarily of 
very good athletes, who 
are talented enough to 
play multiple sports for 
Lehman. This means we 
will often not be fielding 

a full scoring team at invi-
tationals, but we will have 
a solid consistent per-
former in Maggie Bezy.

“Last fall, Maggie 
dropped over two min-
utes off her time, and 
based on offseason train-
ing, I expect she will con-
tinue improving rapidly.”

Other runners shared 
with other sports include 
2016 Regional quali-
fier Maria Schmiesing, 
freshman sister Agnes 
Schmiesing, freshman 
Colleen O’Leary, and 
freshman Elizabeth Jock.

“This is a very young 
team, but if we can keep 
the girls involved, we 
have the potential for 

Call File Photo
Michael Denning returns for the Lehman Catholic boys soccer 
team.

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Lauren McFarland returns for the Lehman Catholic volleyball team.

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Claire Larger returns for the Lehman Catholic girls tennis team.

another strong group in 
a couple years, similar to 
the one we just graduated 
last year,” Hermiller said.

Boys Golf
Eric Harlamert returns 

as coach.
The Cavaliers were 

16-1 last season including 
6-0 in the NWCC, win-
ning the league and D-III 
sectional title.

Graduating off that 
team were Tyler Lachey, 
Ryan Schmidt and Griffin 
West.

Returning letterwin-
ners include four-year 
letterwinner senior Cole 
Gilardi and juniors Mikey 
Rossman and Brandyn 
Sever.

“Due to graduation, 
we lost some really good 
golfers,” Harlamert said. 
“But, we hope to rebuild 
and keep up the high 
standards for the Lehman 
golf program. Cole Gilar-
di will be one of the best 
golfers in the area.”

Boys Soccer
Cameron Jock takes 

over as coach.
The Cavaliers finished 

8-8 last season.
Graduating off that 

team were Jake Emrick, 
Ryan Goettemoeller, Max
Hamlin and Tim Buech-
ter.

See LEHMAN | 11

practice and help in drills.
Despite those setbacks, 

Roll said he’s already seen 
progress through pre-
season practice.

“Even though we’re a 
little slower getting stuff 
in this year, we’re teach-
ing, and something we 
hold dear and true is we 
want to improve,” Roll 
said. “I think we’ve done 
that every year. Even the 
years where we were 2-8 
and 3-7, we’ve always 
improved.

“That’s what we look 
at — that’s success if you 
can show improvement.”

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook.
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Covington football looks for bounce-back season
By Ben Robinson
GoBuccs.com

COVINGTON — The Cov-
ington Buccaneers, who had 
been riding a wave of 17 state 
playoff appearances in 18 years 
prior to a 5-5 campaign in 
2017, have been - heading into 
the 2018 season - overlooked.

Read any local media outlet 
throughout the area and the 
Buccaneer football program is 
an afterthought when it comes 
to naming the Cross County 
Conference heavyweights. 
Miami East, Fort Loramie and 
Bethel, those are the favorites 
in the eyes of the local media.

“We don’t mind being the 
underdog,” said Covington’s 
third-year coach Tyler Cates. 
“That’s just motivation.”

Here’s the thing. The better 
Covington teams over the his-
tory of the program have had 
great senior leadership - kids 
who are very, very tight as 
a group - best friends, so to 
speak.

This senior group, which 
consists of just eight kids, isn’t 
the most athletically gifted 
group as some of the senior 
classes of the past, but they 
are just as - if not more - deter-
mined and committed than 
many of the senior classes in 
recent memory.

Consider, after falling short 
of qualifying for the state play-
offs for the thirteenth consecu-
tive year in 2017, Coach Cates 
set up chairs in the weight 
room for the departing senior 
class to address the returning 
players about what it means 
to be a Buccaneer. After the 
seniors communicated their 
school pride, the juniors 
(incoming seniors) took their 
places in the same chairs of the 
departed seniors.

And that’s when junior and 
soon-to-be-senior Parker Dys-
inger went off.

“Basically, the short of it, 
Parker wasn’t pleased with 
how the season went and told 
the team that we won’t go five-
and-five again,” reflected Cates 
with purpose in his voice.

Since it was an internal 
conversation, Cates won’t get 
into the specifics of what was 
exactly said. But, in a matter of 
about 30 seconds Parker Dys-
inger set the tone for the 2018 
season.

“The seniors felt last year 
was embarrassing,” Cates 
said. “They came to me and 
said we need to hold ourselves 
more accountable - players, 
coaches, everybody. I have to 
give these kids credit because 
they are aware of the areas we 
need to improve. These seniors 
have been about ‘Brother-
hood’, where we are all in this 
together.”

Still, there were some hur-
dles along the way with kids 
who may not have been what 
you would call “fully commit-
ted” in the beginning. But as 
the days went by, those same 
kids have eventually bought in 
and it started to show during 
seven-on-seven scrimmages 
against Sidney, Anna, Lehman, 
Versailles and Greenville.

Then, through two-a-days 
and in full contact scrimmages 
against Milton-Union and 
Eaton, the Buccaneer roster 
continued to raise the level of 
intensity and the result was an 
elevation in play. The defense 
has kept opposing offenses out 

of the end zone and the offense 
has continued to improve with 
each snap of the football.

“We are focusing more on 
execution and getting things 
right in practice before we 
move on to another play,” Cates 
said. “As a staff, we’ve simpli-
fied things for the kids so they 
can just play without having to 
think so much.”

And the kids have put in the 
work over the off-season and 
have embraced the simplified 
philosophy Coach Cates and 
his staff have implement - a phi-
losophy revolved around going 
all out on every play.

“Our kids have worked their 
tails off,” explained Cates. 
“They’ve accepted our coach-
ing and have strived to get 
better. The mission is to get 
eleven guys to fly to the foot-
ball and play to the whistle on 
every play. It sounds simple, 
but not very many teams do 
that. We’ve worked extremely 
hard to establish those habits.”

Covington lost eight seniors 
from a year ago with one being 

a four-year letterman and four 
being three-year letter winners, 
so there are significant shoes 
to fill.

But with the majority of the 
roster returning and a solid 
freshman class joining the 
ranks, Cates feels his team has 
the potential to be a very good 
football team.

“It’s not an excuse, but we 
had a lot of younger kids in 
the lineup last year and we 
made some critical mistakes 
at inopportune times in some 
very close games,” Cates said. 
“We were right there with Fort 
Loramie, Miami East and Beth-
el and one play here or there 
could have made a difference 
in each one of those games. 
Our youth and inexperience 
showed, but lot of these young-
er kids are a year older and 
year more experienced now. 
If we can continue to improve 
and be selfless as a team, we 
can be pretty darn good.”

Returning with starting 
experience are seniors Parker 
Dysinger, Ian Wilson, Gavin 
McReynolds, Sam Pritchard 
and Eli Gerling, along with 
juniors Cade Schmelzer, Jesse 
Fisher, Andrew Cates, Teague 
Deaton, Alex Shaffer and Nate 
Alexander. Plus, several other 

Photos by Ben Robinson/GoBuccs.com
Quarterback Cade Schmelzer returns for Covington this season.

Teague Deaton (77) and Jesse Fisher (58) make a tackle for Covington last 
season.

Lady Bucc spikers will be young this season
Staff Reports

COVINGTON — Lon-
nie Cain returns as Cov-
ington volleyball coach.

The Lady Buccs were 
10-12 overall last year and 
9-3 in the CCC.

Graduating off that 
team were Breanna Kim-
mel, Lindsey Kimmel and 
Legend Patty.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Lillian 
Hamilton and Makenna 
Gostomsky; juniors Olivia 
Mohler and Maci White; 
and sophomore Hillary 
Hoying.

“We have two seniors 
on this year’s squad, so 
we are young,” Cain said. 
“I am hoping to bring 
along some newcomers in 
the program quickly and 
get them into contribut-
ing roles. Last year, we 
were plagued with inju-
ries, that will be a bi con-
cern of mine. Our goals 
will remain the same. 
Play hard and improve 
every time we step on the 
court.”

The Buccs schedule is 
as tough as ever.

“It is very challenging,” 
Cain said. “Outside of 
the Cross County Confer-
ence, we will be compet-

ing against some strong 
programs like Russia, 
Versailles, Anna, Jackson 
Center, Riverside, Lehm-
an Catholic, Milton-Union 
and Brookville. My belief 

is playing better teams 
only makes you better. 
I feel like we will be 
improving along the way 
heading into the sectional 
tournament.”

Cain expects the CCC 
to be tough again.

“Last year, we were 
dominated by Miami 
East, however we were 
competitive against the 
other two teams that 
finished above us in the 
CCC standings,” Cain 
said. “I am very opti-
mistic that we can finish 
near the top of the league 
again and be a contender 
for the top spot. There 
are an awfu lot of vari-
ables for this season, so 
we need to wait and see.”

Boys Cross Country 
Josh Long returns as 

coach.
Sophomore Bennett 

Wellborn will once again 
lead the Buccs.

Also returning are Zane 
Barhorst, Ian Benedict, 
Fletcher Metz, Ashby 
Rench, Avery Rench, 

Photos by Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Covington’s Grant Humphrey blasts out of a bunker.

Morgan Lowe chips onto a green earlier this season.

Andrew Rose and Michael 
Schafer.

New runners include 
Tyler Alexander, Jaden 
Barhorst, Izeke Benedict, 
Owen Boehringer, Devin 

Brummitt, Owen Rawson 
and Ayden Rench.

“The league race will 
be competitive again this 

See LADY | 11

Buccaneers return as letter-
men; senior Isiah Curl, juniors 
Dalton Weer, Alex Shaffer, 
Kadin Presser, Austin Flick, 
Josh Latimer and sophomores 
Trentin Alexander and Duncan 
Cooper.

“We’re still a relatively 
young football team, but we 
are deeper at a lot of positions 
than the last couple of years,” 
said Cates. “Many of these kids 
have played a lot of football.”

Yes, this 2018 Buccaneer 
squad is still very young with 
just eight seniors out of fifty-
two kids. But, this group is 
more than motivated to get the 
Covington football program 
back to where it was in 17 of 
the past 19 years - back to win-
ning conference championships 
and challenging the best in 
the state of Ohio in the state 
playoffs.

“The expectations at Cov-
ington are always high,” Cates 
summarized. “This year is no 
different.”

And if Covington accom-
plishes those high expectations 
in 2018, one can look back at 
a 30-second rant by Parker 
Dysinger as the tone-setter for 
another great season of Bucca-
neer football.
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looks much improved 
during summer training 
and I think we have some 
strong young runners 
who will have good sea-
sons.”

Russell hopes to 
improve on last year’s 
fourth-place finish in the 
CCC.

Boys Golf
Terry Henley returns as 

coach.
The Vikings finished 

16-6 last year.
Graduating off that 

team were Zach Johnson, 
Jack Runner and Austin 
Parsons.

Returning letterwinners 
include Sam Zapadka, 
Cooper Elleman, Tyler 
Fetters, Keegan Mahaney 
and Andrew Bevan.

“We expect to win the 
league,” Henley said. “I 
said the same thing last 
year, but my number 
three man caught the flu 
going into league and sec-
tional tournaments and 
my number five player 
wrenched his back.

“You can’t win losing 
two of your three seniors 
starters, especially play-
ing in the Division II 
sectional. Our goal is to 
reach the state tourna-
ment. It is realistic, con-
sidering that we have five 
lettermen returning and 
several players that have 
reported to me of scores 

dropping by four or five 
strokes.”

That includes Zapadka 
shooting 30 on two differ-
ent courses for nine holes. 
Henley is hoping for no 
injuries or illnesses.

Girls Golf
Bruce Vanover returns 

as coach.
The Lady Vikings were 

CCC and district champi-
ons last year.

Graduating off that 
team was Emily Rowley.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors 
Marissa Kearns and Maci 
Krites; juniors Paige Law-
son, Annelise Logan and 
Kearsten Kirby; and soph-
omore Cadence Gross.

After two seasons 
without a JV team, East’s 
numbers have increased 
to 11 this season.

“The exciting part of 
this year’s team is that all 
11 golfers have been tak-
ing lessons and playing 
rounds of golf this sum-
mer,” Vanover said. “We 
hope to pick up where we 
left off last season.”

Coming off a 15-6 
mark, Vanover expects for 
the team to improve as 
the season progresses and 
feels likes they have the 
potential to follow up last 
year’s success.

Leadership will be 
provided by Kearns and 
Krites, as well as last 

year’s co-MVP Lawson 
and Kirby.

Newcomers this sea-
son include juniors Erin 
Baker, Kristen Overholser 
and Katie Pottorf; and 
freshman Taylor Godsey 
and Gretchen Stevens.

“It would be great to 
win a few more matches 
this year,” Vanover said. 
“This is a lofty goal with 
a very strong non-league 
schedule. The team 
would like to improve 
on last year’s third-place 
finish at sectionals and 
seventh-place finish at 
district. Qualifying for 
district again would be a 
major achievement.”

Vanover hopes the 
Vikings can defend their 
CCC title as well.

Boys Soccer
Nakilee Weni takes 

over the Miami East boys 
soccer program this sea-
son, and he has big goals 
for the Vikings already.

“(We want to) win our 
conference, sectionals 

and regionals,” Weni said.
Conner Wilson and 

Jakob Brunke will play 
up top for the Vikings, 
with a large portion of 
their experience being in 
the midfield with Wesley 
Sutherly, Parker Heim, 
Jakob Demmit and Logan 
McEldowney. Collen 
Gudorf will play in the 
goal, with Dahlton Black 
and Gregory Fisher lead-
ing the defenders.

Girls Soccer
Heidi Perry takes over 

as coach.
The Lady Vikings were 

6-10-2 overall last year 
and 3-2-1 in the CCC.

Graduating off that 
team were Hailey Weaver, 
Haley Demmitt, Macy 
Fellers, Kami Martin, 
Stella Hazel and Kathleen 
Christiansen.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Maddie 
Miller, Savannah Nehring, 
Whitley Gross and 
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East football ready for another big season
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

CASSTOWN — In 59 years 
of football, Miami Easts pro-
gram has never had a run quite 
like the one it is on currently.

And this year’s senior class 
has a chance to cement its 
legacy even further.

Last year’s seniors gradu-
ated as the only class to come 
through the Miami East pro-
gram to win two league titles, 
sharing the Cross County Con-
ference crown in 2015 and win-
ning it outright in 2017. But 
with a horde of returning talent 
and key players back from a 
team that went 9-2 last season 
and added a sixth straight trip 
to the playoffs to its resume, 
this year’s Viking seniors have 
set their sights on becoming 
the first class to win three 
league titles, as well as keeping 
Miami County’s longest-run-
ning current postseason streak 
going.

“Our goals are the same as 
we always have — compete for 
a league title and play in Week 
11,” Miami East coach Max 
Current said. “Our senior class, 
they can be the first class to 
win three league titles in our 
school. No other class has won 
three in football. Last year was 
the first time a class has ever 
won two. These kids have a 
chance to do something that no 
one in the history of our school 
has. This is the 60th year of 
football at Miami East, and 
they can really leave a great 
legacy as a class.”

With the firepower the 
Vikings have coming back to 
the field, they’ll definitely be 
one of the CCC’s favorites as 
they begin their title defense.

“On paper, we’re pretty 

good. That’s for sure,” Cur-
rent said.”We’re returning 10 
starters on offense and nine on 
defense. But that’s on paper. 
You’ve still got to go out and 
keep working and improving, 
not get complacent or satisfied 
with what you’ve already done 
and keep striving to do things 
that no one else has ever done.

“We may have snuck up on 
some people this year, but 
we’re not sneaking up on any-
body this year. We’ll have a big 
bullseye on our backs.”

For Miami East, everything 
begins up front, where the 
Vikings return their entire 
offensive line from last year, 
along with the quarterback, 
backfield and wideouts. Only 
the tight end will not be a 
returning starter.

Leading the way on the line 
is Brenden Dalton, a four-year 
starter who was a third team 
All-Ohio selection last season, 
who will play at one guard 
while fellow senior Cody Smith 
plays the other. Seniors Cody 
Niswonger and Lance Rohr-
bach will play the tackles, and 
senior and three-year starter 
Caleb Snyder will play center.

“Our whole offensive line 
is back. Those guys have a lot 
of experience,” Current said. 
“The guards, tackles and center 
are all back. How well they go 
is how well we’re going to go. 
We’re hoping those guys up 
front can pave the way for the 
guys behind them.”

In the backfield will be senior 
Vincent Villella, who rushed for 
1,306 yards and 21 touchdowns 
last year to lead the team, 
senior and four-year starter 
Justin Brown, senior Colt Fra-
zier and junior Kaleb Nickels. 
Senior quarterback Ian Gengler 

also returns and will be a three-
year starter, with senior Blaine 
Brokschmidt and juniors Nick 
Levalley and Aaron Lawrence 
at wide receiver and seniors 
Devin Lawrence and Michael 
Miller taking over at tight end.

And on defense, Dalton, 
Devin Lawrence, Rohrbach 
and Snyder will play along 
the defensive line, with senior 
Corey Hardcastle rotating 
in. At linebacker, Villella and 
Aaron Lawrence will share 
time on the inside with Smith 
and junior Hunter Gross, and 
on the outside will be Frazier, 
Nickels and senior Connor 
McNulty.

And in the secondary, 

Brokschmidt and Levalley will 
be on the corners along with 
junior Jesse Nick, with Brown 
at safety. Brokschmidt is also 
the team’s punter … but kicker 
was a concern going into the 
preseason.

“We’ve got to find a kicker,” 
Current said. “That’s a con-
cern. Last year, we beat Fort 
Loramie by a point and lost 
our playoff game by two points, 
and the kicking game was huge 
in both of those games. But I 
think we will.”

And with the Vikings enter-
ing the year on a 10-game 
winning streak in the CCC — 
including an 8-0 undefeated run 
last season — they will defi-

Aim Media File Photo
Ian Gengler returns at quarterback for Miami East football.

Miami East fall teams ready for big season
Staff Reports

CASSTOWN — Miami 
East volleyball may be 
without All-Ohio stand-
out Jonni Parker (Penn 
State), but third-year 
coach Dan Peterson 
expects the Lady Vikings 
to field a strong team 
again this year.

After winning the state 
title two years ago, East 
advanced to the regional 
finals last year before 
losing to eventual state 
champion Versailles. The 
Vikings finished 24-4 
overall and 12-0 in the 
CCC.

“We are going to be a 
playing a different style 
this year,” Peterson said. 
“But, we are excited 
about the challenge. 
The expectations never 
change for us. We still 
expect to be successful in 
the tournament and make 
it back to regionals this 
season.

“We return a number of 
players who have multiple 
years of varsity playing 
experience and who have 
performed at the highest 
levels.”

Along with Parker, 
graduating off last year’s 
team were Kyndall Helly-
er, Kaitlyn Mack, Anna 
Jacomet and Mikayla 
Schaffner.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Lydia 
Conley, Delan Bourelle, 
Ashlyn Monnin and 
Macie Schaffner; juniors 
Sophie Jacomet and 
Gabrielle Hawkins and 

sophomore Sierra Kin-
nison.

Boys Cross Country
Alan Russell returns for 

his 10th season as coach.
The Vikings finished 

second in the CCC last 
year.

Graduating off that 
team were Taton Bertsch 
and John Savini.

Returning letterwinners 
include juniors Michael 
Bair and Alex Hayes; 
and sophomores Adam 
Bensman and Garrett 
LeMaster.

“This year’s crew looks 
like it will be a great 
group to work with,” 
Russell said. “They work 
hard and they work well 
together as a group. We 
hope to improve upon our 
finishes from last season.”

Russell hopes to 
improve on last year’s 
second-place finish in the 
CCC.

Girls Cross Country
Russell is also the girls 

coach.
The Lady Vikings fin-

ished fourth in the CCC 
last year.

Graduating off that 
team were Lindsey Yingst 
and Rachael Hodge.

Junior Paige Blauvelt is 
a returning lettermen.

“This year’s group 
of young ladies will be 
a great group to work 
with,” Russell said. “We 
presently only have five 
girls, so we do not have 
any depth. Paige Blauvelt 

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Paige Lawson is back for the Miami East girls golf team.

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Sam Zapadka watches a drve earlier this season.
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nitely be the team everyone is 
gunning for this year. And Cur-
rent isn’t taking anyone lightly.

“I worry about all of them, 
to tell you the truth,” he said. 
“Covington was a real young 
team last year that was really 
good. Fort Loramie is going 
to be really good. Bethel, after 
the year they had last year 
getting to the playoffs, maybe 
that pumped some good mojo 
into them. I look for Arcanum 
and Tri-County North to both 
be better with coaches in their 
second year.

“Honestly, though, I worry 
more about my guys than 
studying our opponents. A lot 
of people worry about who has 
which guys coming back, but 
I’m more worried about my 
starters and who I’m going to 
have back.”

And even though Miami 
East has made the playoffs 
each year since 2012, the 
Vikings are still looking for 
a second postseason victory. 
After moving up to Division V 
last season, the Vikings earned 
the No. 1 seed but were upset 
in the opening round by No. 8 
Reading.

“We’ve been getting there, 
but we’ve only been able to 
win one,” Current said. “But 
we’ll worry about that if we 
get there. Every year, our 
No. 1 goal is to compete for a 
league title. If we can do that, 
everything else will take care 
of itself.

“It an anniversary year for 
us, and our goal is to make it a 
memorable one.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.
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Russia spikers have high hopes for strong season
Staff Reports

RUSSIA — Aaron Wat-
kins returns for his third 
season as Russia volley-
ball coach.

The Lady Raiders 
finished 19-9 overall last 
year and 9-3 in the CCC, 
advancing to the D-IV 
regional semifinals.

Graduating off that 
team were Cameo Wil-
son, Whitney Pleiman, 
Claudia Counts and Lexi 
Monnin.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Lauriss 
Poling (middle hitter), 
Jenna Cordonnier (set-
ter) and Morgan Wenrick 
(outside hitter); along 
with sophomore outside 
hitter/middle hitter Ash-
ley Scott.

“I expects us to have 
another successful sea-
son,” Watkins said. “We 
should compete for the 
league title this year. I 
also expect us to make a 
deep run in the tourna-
ment again. If we make it 
to regionals this year, it 
will be the first back-to-
back trip for Russia vol-
leyball since 1975-76.

“We have an extremely 
tough schedule, with 
eight of our first nine 
games coming against 
teams that finished last 
season ranked in the 
state. That will have us 
prepared for the deep run 
we expect to make.”

Watkins sees the SCAL 
as strong as ever.

“Our league is incred-
ibly tough with Anna, 
Jackson Center and Fort 
Loramie all returning 
the majority of their girls 
from regional appearanc-
es last year. It is going to 
be tough each and every 

night during league play.”
Watkins believes Russia 

can finish in the op three 
and his hopeful the Lady 
Raiders can bring home 
its first SCAL title since 
2003.

Boys Cross Country 
Doug Foster returns as 

coach.
The Raiders were 114-

79 last year and finished 
sixth in SCAL.

Graduating off that 
team was regional quali-
fier Zachary Bell.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior Gavin 
George, junior Andrew 
DeLoye and sophomores 
Jonathan Bell and Nicho-
las Caldwell.

“Our season’s goals 
include having our run-
ners to practice hard, 
continue to get better as 
the year progresses, place 
as high as we can in the 
regular season meets and 
to run our best times in 
the postseason. We will 
be led by senior Gavin 
George, junior Andrew 
DeLoye and sophomores 
Jonathan Bell and Nicho-
las Caldwell.”

Vying for remaining 
spots on varsity will be 
senior Noah Magoto, 
sophomores Jacob Gou-
beaux and Will Magoto 
and freshman James 
Magoto, Aidan Shappie 
and Sam York.

“Fort Loramie has to be 
the favorite in the SCAL, 
followed closely by Hous-
ton, Botkins and Anna,” 
Foster said.

He hopes Russia can be 
in the top four.

Girls Cross Country 
Foster is also the girls 

coach.
The Lady Raiders 

were 172-44 last year 
and finished second in 
the SCAL, qualifying to 
regionals and state in 
D-III for the sixth straight 
year.

Graduating off that 
team were All-SCAL run-
ner Megan Frazier and 
Becky Pinchot.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Claire 
Meyer, Anna Fiessinger 
and Emma DeLaet; junior 
Clare Caldwell and sopho-
more Becca Seger.

“Our teams goals for 
the upcoming season are 
place as high as we can at 
big invitationals, win the 
Shelby County preview, 
win the SCAL and dis-
trict and regional meets 
and qualify to the state 
meet, placing as high as 
we can if we make it,” 
Foster said.

He expects big things 
from Seger.

“Becca seger — first 
team All-SCAL, Dayton 
District and Southwest 
Region — will lead us,” 

Foster said. “She had an 
outstanding season las 
fall and Claire Meyer and 
Anna Fiessinger are both 
seasoned veterans and 
varsity runners.”

Both are four-year run-
ners and will anchor the 
two and three spots for 
Russia.

Foster expects Caldwell 
to hold down the four 
spot.

Fighting for the other 
spots on varsity are DeLa-
et, juniors Natalie Klos-
terman, Andrea Monnin 
and Sarah Pinchot and 
freshman Ella Hoehne.

“Once again the Shelby 
County League title 
should come down to us 
and Russia,” Foster said. 
“Fort Loramie broke our 
string of five consecutive 
Shelby County League 
championships in the 
2017 season. Right now, I 
feel they are the favorites 
because of what they have 
coming back and their 
depth.”

Foster expects all the 
other teams in the SCAL 
to be very competitive as 

well.

Boys Golf 
Terry Daugherty 

returns as coach.
Graduating off last 

year’s team that finished 
6-6 in the SCAL were 
Jack Dapore and Brandon 
Koverman.

Returning letterwinners 
include senior Evan Cov-
erstone and sophomore 

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Becca Seger returns for the Russia girls cross country team.

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Evan Coverstone returns for the Russia boys golf team.

Luke Gronneberg/Aim Media File Photo
Laurissa Poling is back for the Russia volleyball team.

Newton boys golfers have high expectations
Staff Reports

PLEASANT HILL — 
Mike Albright returns as 
Newton soccer coach.

The Indians finished 
10-13 overall last season 
and 6-6 in CCC play.

Graduating off that 
team were Kacie Tackett 
and Treanna Lavy.

Returning letterwin-
ners are Madison Hil-
debrand, Mallory Dun-
levy, Alicia Dunning, 
Erin Norman, Alyssa 
Rapp, Chloe Rapp, 
Hallie Gipe and Addison 
Peters.

“We return all of our 
hitters and our Libero 
from last season,” 
Albright said. “Our 
big hole to fill is in set-
ting. We are exploring 
several options, but 
Hallie (Gipe) and Chloe 
(Rapp) as rightside hit-
ters are the leading can-
didates. Madison (Hil-
debrand) had shoulder 
surgery earlier this year 
and is not cleared to 
play yet, so we will have 
to make adjustments at 
outside hitter until she 
is. We have some young-
er girls who are making 
a push for some varsity 
playing time, so that is 
keeping the returning 
starters on their toes.

“My expectations are 
as always, that we have 
the ability to win a lot of 
matches, if we compete 
and play to the level we 
are capable of playing.”

Albright is optimistic 
about Newton in the 
CCC.

“I feel we should be 
competitive against 
all the teams in our 
league,” he said. “If 
we can win some close 
matches, which we have 
had trouble doing in the 
past, then we can finish 
towards the top of the 

league standings.”

Boys Cross Country
Aubrey Hughes 

returns as coach.
Newton finished 11th 

in the CCC last year and 
graduating off that team 
was Tristen Benedict.

Returning letterwin-
ners include juniors Cur-
tis Shellenbarger and 
Toby Hunt; and sopho-
mores Owen Via, Jacob 
Moore, Colton Flanary 
and Luke Vannus.

“Not having any 
seniors, the juniors 
will take leadership 
of the team,” Hughes 
said. “Our team will 
be mostly made up of 
underclassmen and will 
need guidance from the 
juniors. I am hoping to 
have a strong pack of 
guys that will have a 
top three league (Cross 
County Conference) 
finish. The goal is to 
make it to regionals as a 
team.”

Girls Cross Country
Hughes is also the 

girls coach.
Graduating off last 

year’s team was Macy 
Flanary, who finished 
fifth in the CCC and was 
a regional qualifier.

Returning letterwin-
ners are senior Faith 
Williams and sophomore 
Mackenzie Knupp.

“We have five runners 
this year, which means 
for the first time in 
awhile, we can compete 
a a team,” Hughes said. 
“The ladies are hard 
workers with never quit 
attitudes, so it will be 
exciting to see where 
the season takes them. I 
would like to see a top-
five league finish.”

Boys Golf
Randall Jamison 

returns as coach.
Newton won the CCC 

title last season.
Key returning golfers 

include Chet Jamison, 
Garrett Peters, Nate 
Zielinski, Ryan Mollette, 
Kleyson Wehrley, Ross 
Ferrell and Mitchell 
Montgomery.

Key newcomers 
include Enon Weaver, 
Lane Bayer and Chan-
dler Peters.

Boys Soccer
Jeff Armentrout 

returns as coach.
The Indians finished 

1-16 last year.
Graduating off that 

team was John Laugh-
man.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior Rick 
Landwehr, juniors Cam-
eron Caldwell, Ethan 
Cook, Patrick Hughes, 
Seth Hunt, Dillon Koble, 
Cameron Stine and Will 
Yoeder; and sophomores 
Jack Ballard, Alexander 
Hild, Dylan Huber, Amo-
rie Maxwell, Jonathan 
Maxwell and Caden 
Weitzer.

“Last year was a 
program rebuild after 
graduating eight seniors 
the year before,” Armen-
trout said. “The team 
was very young with 
only one senior and one 
junior for the upper-
classmen leadership. 
This year, most every-
one is returning from 
the team last year and 
bringing that valuable 
year of varsity experi-
ence with them.

“We are adding a 
class of very talented 
freshman that will help 
provide valuable time in 
substitution situations. 
The team feels they can 
be very competitive in 
every game we have on 
our schedule. I believe 

that after a 1-16 season 
last year, a plus-.500 
season is very possible 
this season and is our 
realistic target for the 
2018 season.”

There is no league 
again this season.

Girls Soccer
Marissa Kleman takes 

over as coach and will 
be assisted by Meredith 
Budding.

Newton finished 3-11-
3 last year and graduat-
ing off that team were 
Rachel Kirk, Paiton 
Miller and Layla Rob-
bins.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior 
Michaela Kirk, McK-
enna Demido, Morgan 
Robbins, Ally Weaver, 
Courtney Lucente and 
Makayla Coate; juniors 
Brooke Deeter, Kait-
lynn Stevenson, Crystal 
Houk, Kim Laughman, 
Emily Gross and Suzie 
Ballard; and sopho-
mores Jaden Stine, Rylie 
Resides, Ashlyn Deeter, 
Marissa Deeter and 
Haley Abrams.

“This preseason, the 
girls have worked really 
hard and we are expect-
ing a fast pace game 
with a lot of movement 
off the ball,” Kleman 
said. “The seniors and 
the team are really 
focusing on improving 
their overall knowledge 
and abilities on the 
field.

“The sparked the 
seniors to create the 
season motto as ‘Raise 
as One’. This means 
that each member plays 
a vital role in our team 
and together they will 
finish a strong season.”

Kleman hopes to be 
competitive in the CCC.

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Chet Jamison returns for the Newton boys golf team.

Drew Sherman.
“We have three fresh-

man playing this year,” 
Daugherty said. “Along 
with one sophomore 
and two juniors. It is a 
young team and we hope 
to show improvement 
throughout the year.”

Daugherty expects com-
petition to be tough again 
in the SCAL.
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put the ball away,” Gibson 
said. “Kenzie Wenrick 
will be that all-around 
player we need.”

Boys Cross Country
Ron Boeke, Bill McK-

inney and Tyler Roeth 
return to coach.

Last year, Houston was 
235-27 and finished sec-
ond in the SCAL.

Graduating off that 
state qualifying team 
were Parker Cox, Dakota 
Francis and James DiL-
ullo.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors 
Ethan Knouff, Tristin 
Freistuhler and Jacob 
Slater; and juniors Joseph 
Earl, Patrick Meiring, 
Blake Jacobs and Westley 
Jester; and sophomore 
Brandon Pollock.

“After last year’s team 
qualified to the state 
meet for the first time 
ever, expectations are 
set very high this year,” 
the coaches said. “We 
have eight letterwinners 
returning from that team. 
We did lose three seniors 
from that team, so we 
have some holes to fill in 
our varsity spots.

“Our returning varsity 
runners (Ethan Knouff, 
Tristan Feistuhler, Jacob 
Slater, Blake Jacobs, Pat-
rick Meiring) have state 
meet experience from last 
year, have worked hard 
this summer and really 
want to improve. We have 
a lot of incoming fresh-
man and a few upperclass 

newcomers as well that 
will provide depth for us 
and hopefully fill in those 
varsity roles. As long 
was we continue to work 
hard, develop our poten-
tial and can stay healthy 
as a team, we expect 
to compete well in our 
regular season meets and 
run well in the league and 
postseason meets.”

The SCAL appears to 
be strong again.

“Defending league 
champion Fort Loramie 
is a heavy favorite,” the 
coaches said. “But, Rus-
sia, Botkins and Anna 
should be strong again 
this year with a lot of 
incoming new talent.”

The coaches hope to 
again be competitive in 
the league.

Girls Cross Country
Boeke, McKinney and 

Roeth return as the girls 
coaches as well.

Graduating off last 
year’s team was Morgan 
Ely.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior state 
qualifier Allie Voisard, 
senior Addie White and 
sophomores Danielle Ste-
phenson, Andrea Mantor 
and Kierstyn Oberdorf.

“We return five let-
terwinners from last year 
led by state qualifier Allie 
Voisard,” the coaches 
said. “We lost a valuable 
senior in Morgan Ely 
from last year, but we 
have several newcomers 
who can hopefully step up 

as freshman and fill those 
shoes.

“We have 10 girls out 
for the team this year, so 
we hope those numbers 
will give our team good 
depth. If we can stay 
healthy, work hard and 
reach our potential, we 
have a chance to have 
another successful season 
throughout the year and 
into the postseason. We 
hope to improve our over-
all and league record.”

The SCAL will be 
strong again.

“The league on the girls 
side should be strong 
once again,” the coaches 
said. “Fort Loramie 
should be the favorites 
in the league. Russia, 
Botkins and Anna should 
field good teams as well.”

Houston hopes to 
improve on its fourth 
place finish from last year 
and close the gap on the 
top teams.

Boys Golf
Nate Fridley returns for 

his third season as coach.
“Our scores will con-

tinue to improve as our 
beginning golfers learn 
the game each year,” Frid-
ley said.

Senior Nathan Stangel 
returns.

“Nathan Stangel is 
our only senior this 
year and is playing the 
part of team leader cor-
rectly,” Fridley said. “He 
is always supporting our 
younger players and is 
always setting a good 

example for his team-
mates on the course.”

Returning juniors 
include Cole Pitchford, 
Tyler Kies, Jon Steiner, 
Adam Winner and Josh 
Langenkamp.

“Cole Pitchford is com-
ing into his own on our 
team and is fitting right 
into the number one 
position,” Fridley said. 
“He as worked extremely 
hard this summer and 
has continued to improve 
his game. His score of 41 
during our match against 
Lehman on Aug.9 is the 
lowest nine-hole score 
from our team in the past 
five years. I am really 
excited to have Cole on 
our team.

“Tyler Kies continues 
to show growth during 
his second year of playing 
golf. Tyler just picked up 
the game last June and 
has show a deep interest 
in improving. Right now 
Tyler has worked his way 
into our two- man posi-
tion and has continued to 
earn his spot each match.

Sophomore Collin 
Walker also returns, while 
back after a year of JV 
golf are Cody Selanders, 
Kenny Knapke, Liam 
McKee, Gus Gothberg, 
Sage Cowan and Eliza 
Mertz.

“Collin Walker was our
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Bradford football short on numbers
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

Editor’s Note: As of 
deadline, Chris Hawk has 
resigned as coach and John 
Cruse is now coaching the 
team.The plan is to go on 
with the season with 13 play-
ers.

BRADFORD — Chris Hawk 
knew the challenge he under-
took as Bradford football coach.

And after last year’s-10 sea-
soni, Hawk hopes to take a step 
forward this season.

And that begins with chang-
ing the culture, something he 
talks a lot about.

“I was their fifth coach in 
four years (last year),” Hawk 
said. “So, when you have that, 
there is a lot of you and not 
a lot of us. We are trying to 
change the culture.”

Hawk could see the problem 
during games last season.

“When we would get down 
a few scores, the kids would 
put their heads down,” he 
said. “You go through different 
stages when you take over a 
program at that level. There 
is not believing you can win. 
Then, there is hoping you can 
win and then there is expecting 
to win. We were still at the lat-
ter stages of that last year.”

Hawk has already tried to 
change things in the offseason.

“We try to do a lot of things 
together to change the culture 
and create a team environ-
ment,” he said. “Having a 
swimming part, going to 
McBo’s for pizza. Things like 
that.”

Hawk will have an added 
challenge this year, with Brad-
ford having only 17 on the 
roster.

“It is what it is,” he said. “We 
had a few more at the start. 
They decided it wasn’t for 
them. You don’t like to see that, 
bcause it really hurts (numbers 
wise).”

The Railroaders will have a 
new look on offense this year, 
switching to the spread offense 
from the wing-T.

The quarterback will be 
junior Fischer Spencer (6-2, 
139).

The running backs will be 
senior Hunter Gheen (5-8, 155) 
and junior Wyatt Spangler (6-0, 
188).

Senior Larkin Painter (6-1, 
155) has made the move from 
running back to tight end, 
while the split end will be 
senior Josiah Brewer (5-10, 
147).

“I will know a lot more once 
I see us in a scrimmage, but 
Fisher Spencer has shown the 
ability to be a good quarter-
back,” Hawk said. “He came on 
at the end of last season and I 
think that experience is going 

to help him. Hunter Gheen 
played some running back at 
the end of last season.”

The offensive line will 
include junior Kegan Fair 
(5-6, 144), the guards will be 
sophomores Ethan Reed (5-7, 
180) and Dylan Mitchell (5-9, 
145). The tackles will be senior 
Jarrett Boggs (6-0, 160) and 
sophomore Austin Crickmore 
(5-7, 180).

“Ideally, you would like to go 
50-50 (run, pass),” Hawk said. 
“We will go with the hot hand 
on offense. If we can move 
the ball running the ball so we 
don’t have to throw so much, 
that would be great.”

They will show multiple 
looks on defense, including a 
50 and a 4-4.

The defensive lineman will 
include senior Jacob McQuinn 

(6-9, 250), Reed and Boggs.
McQuinn is back after miss-

ing all last season.
“He injured his collarbone 

30 seconds into two-a-days,” 
Hawk said. “That is a big addi-
tion to have him back. We are 
expecting big things from him.”

The middle linebackers will 
be Gheen and Fairl, while the 
outside linebackers will be 
Brewer and Spangler.

Among those seeing action 
in the secondary will be junior 
cornerback Gavin Trevino (5-6, 
158) and sophomore corner-
back Taven Leach (5-7, 140).

“We are expecting the senior 
leadership to come from Hunt-
er Gheen, Larkin Painter, Wyatt 
Spangler and Josiah Brewer,” 
Hawk said. “Again, I like our 
defense, but I will know more 
once I see them in a scrim-
mage.”

Hawk expects the CCC to be 
a challenge.

“A lot of the teams we are 
playing we either playoff teams 
last year or perennial playoff 
teams,” Hawk said. “So, that 
is tough. We will be a lot more 
competitive than last year. I do 
know that.”

As he continues to build and 
attempt to change the culture.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the Daily Call. 
He can be reached at (937) 451-3334.

Aim Media File Photo
Hunter Penkal returns for the Bradford football team.

Houston runners look for another big season
Staff Reports

HOUSTON — Hous-
ton has one of the most 
experienced groups of all 
Shelby County Athletic 
League volleyball teams 
and is looking to be more 
competitive in league play 
this year.

The Wildcats lost 
11 out of their last 13 
regular season matches in 
2017 to drop to 5-18 but 
won two sectional con-
tests. Though they lost to 
Fort Loramie in a section-
al final, third-year coach 
Misty Gibson is hoping 
five returning starters 
can carry the late season 
momentum into 2018.

“We had a lot of inju-
ries during the season, 
and that made it tough to 
battle through,” Gibson 
said. “Hopefully we don’t 
have to battle through 
that again this year. We 
have a lot of experience 
coming back with girls 
that have been playing 
since they were sopho-
mores.”

Senior setter Alyssa 
Kemp, senior right side 
Hayden Riesenbeck, 
senior defensive special-
ist Hannah Bixler, senior 
libero Olivia Bowser 
and junior outside hitter 
Allisen Foster are the 
returning starters. Senior 
defensive specialist Kate-
lynn Garber is a returning 
letterwinner.

“I think they’ve learned 
how to work better 
together,” Gibson said. 
“I think we have a better 
dynamic this year. I think 
that experience is really 
going to help us this year. 
We’ve got that leadership 
we need.”

Kemp led the squad 
with a school-record 
504 assists last year and 
had 196 digs. Kemp is 
189 assists short of the 
program’s career assists 
record. She also set 
the program’s serving 

percentage record as a 
sophomore.

“I could see her leav-
ing with three records, 
and that in itself is pretty 
impressive,” Gibson said. 
“She runs that offense 
well for us. She’s been a 
starter since her sopho-
more year and has famil-
iarity with her hitters.”

Riesenbeck had 92 
kills, while Bowser had 
291 digs and Bixler had 
184 digs. Bixler missed 
part of last season after 
breaking a few toes.

“These girls know 
what to expect playing 
competitive schools in 
our league,” Gibson said. 
“With that in mind, they 
are motivated and disci-
plined to competitive in 
the SCAL.”

Junior Mackenzie Wen-
rick transferred from Rus-
sia and will join the team 
this year. Sophomore 
Catryn Mohler is also a 
key newcomer according 
to Gibson.

“Catryn Mohler is a 
smart, aggressive outside 
hitter who is not afraid to 

Ethan Knouff and Tristan Freistuhler are back for the Houston boys 
cross country team.

State qualifier Allie Voisard 
returns for the Houston girls 
cross country team.

Photos by Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Hayden Riesenbeck returns for the Houston volleyball team.
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Versailles football looks to improve ‘mental toughness’
By Skip Weaver
sweaver@aimmediamidwest.com

VERSAILLES — Mental 
toughness will be the key 
for the 2018 Versailles 
Tigers, according to head 
football coach Adam Miller.

The Tigers were a “dis-
appointing” 4-6 last season 
losing a number of close 
games, he said.

“It kind of felt like we 
didn’t play up to our poten-
tial in going 4-6 last year,” 
Miller said. “There were 
a couple of close games 
where a play here or there 
could have made a big dif-
ference and changed our 
whole outlook on the sea-
son. We have kind of car-
ried into our focus for this 
year of why did we lose 
those closes games and the 
one thing we think it is is 
mental toughness.

“We have really been 
trying to harp on mental 
toughness in our summer 
weights and practices,” he 
continued. “We have incor-
porated a lot of new things 
to try and push the kids 
mentally and get them to 
that point where they are 
fatigued and then see how 
they operate when they are 
fatigued. Last year we had 
a very talented senior class. 
We were young up front, 
but a lot of our skill posi-
tions were seniors, so it is 
just something that if you 
don’t work on it you are 
not going to be good at it. 
Apparently, we didn’t work 
on it enough so that’s kind 
of what I am thinking the 
issue was and we are trying 
to address it this year.”

Through the first scrim-
mage against Brookville, 
Miller sees the progression 
he was hoping for.

“I think we have pro-
gressed a lot,” Miller 
said. “Just looking at our 

Aim Media Photo
The 2018 Versailles football team.

Versailles spikers coming off D-III state championship season
Staff Reports

VERSAILLES — Ken-
zie Bruggeman returns 
for her third season 
as Versailles volleyball 
coach.

It will be hard to top 
last year’s season though.

The Lady Tigers 
finished 24-6, finished 
second in the MAC, then 
defeated MAC champion 
Coldwater in the D-III 
state championship 
match.

Graduating off that 
team were Payton Berger, 
Kami McEldowney, Dani-
elle Winner, Ellen Peters, 
Cassie Peters, Kate 
Stammen and Mallory 
Marshal.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Kelsey 
Custenborder and Eliza-
beth Ording and juniors 
Lindsey Winner, Caitlin 
McEldowney, Raegan 
Shaffer and Alexa Didier.

“We want to grow 
stronger mentally as a 
team every day,” Brugge-
man said.

Bruggeman made no 
predictions on the always 
loaded MAC

Boys Golf
Shaun VanSkyock 

returns as coach.
The Tigers finished 

7-5 overall and 6-3 in the 
MAC last year.

Graduating off that 
team was PJ Platfoot.

Returning letterwinners 

include seniors Will Ever-
sole, Alex Keiser, Ethan 
Kremer, Austin Pleiman 
and Brayden Robinson; 
and junior Connor VanS-
kyock.

With the experience 
back, VanSkyock hopes to 
contend for a MAC title.

Girls Golf
Nicci Keiser takes over 

as coach.
The Lady Tigers were 

11-0 in the MAC last year, 
winning the MAC and 
D-II sectional titles and 
qualifying for state.

Graduating off that 
team were Lauren Dur-
ham, Jorja Pothast and 
Ann Groff.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Morgan 
Heitkamp and Morgan 
Barlage and sophomores 
Maddie Durham, Alexis 
Jay and Cayla Batten.

“We have great leader-
ship from the seniors, 
with continued growth 
and accomplished sopho-
mores and freshman,” 
Keiser said. “A young 
team with a lot of tal-
ent. Our season goal is 
to send the seniors off 
with a bang and grow the 
future of the program. We 
have a young squad, but 
with a lot of experience.”

Keiser hopes to defend 
the MAC title and make it 
back to to the state tour-
nament.

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Morgan Heitkamp returns for the Versailles girls golf team.

Aim Media File Photo
Connor VanSkyock returns for the Versailles boys golf team.

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Elizabeth Ording (20) and Caitlin McEldowney (9) return for the 
Versailles volleyball team

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Lindsey Winner tips the ball in last year’s D-III state championship 
match.

conditioning during prac-
tice there were guys last 
year that might not have 
been able to finish all the 
conditioning, but because 
we have emphasized team 
work and mental tough-
ness this year everybody 
is encouraging people to 
push themselves and we 
have noticed a huge differ-
ence in our conditioning.”

Offensively, the TIgers 
will once again run the 
Wing-T, but there will be 
plenty of new faces han-
dling the ball as the Tigers 
graduated seven starters 
from the skill positions. 
Junior Ryan Martin (6-foot-
2, 170 pounds) looks to 
be the man under center 
charged with spreading 
the ball around to his 
playmakers. And some 
of those playmakers will 
include seniors Andrew 
DeMange (5-9, 150), Jake 
Poling (5-7, 140), Tyler 
Henry (5-11, 165), Derek 
Cavin (6-2, 175) and Evan 
Heistand (6-2, 200) and 
junior Jack Barga (5-10, 
190).

“Derek was a backup 
tight end for us last year, 

but we didn’t want him in 
a backup role this year so 
we moved him to wing,” 
Miller said. “Evan is a 
solid tight end for us and 
Andrew is a nice receiver. 
He and Ryan seem to 
be clicking well so far in 
connecting on some pass 
plays.”

But up front is a 
likely strength for Miller’s 
offense with several return-
ing starters in seniors Ben 
Albers (5-11, 195), Louden 
Keihl (6-0, 310) and Tyler 
Gigandet (5-10, 185) will 
anchor that offensive line, 
a very important part of 
the Wing-T offense.

“That’s a very good start 
for us up front,” Miller 
said. “In my opinion the 
offensive line is very, very 
important. It doesn’t mat-
ter who you have in the 
backfield if you can’t block 
people up front, so that’s 
definitely a great start.

“All the skill positions 
are all new guys,” he con-
tinued. “We have a new 
quarterback, new running 
backs and new receivers. I 
feel the guys have stepped 
up nicely even though they 

don’t have a whole lot of 
experience under their 
belt. We lost seven start-
ers on offense from last 
year. It is a lot to replace 
on offense and you hate to 
base things off of previous 
years, but kids an change 
so much in one year and 
that is one thing we have 
noticed. There were some 
kids last year that would 
have struggled in a varsity 
game but this year we feel 
like they will be just fine so 
a year does make a big dif-
ference.”

On the defensive side 
of the ball, many of the 
same names on offense will 
fill the key roles such as 
Heistand and Cavin at the 
defensive end positions. 
Keihl and junior Kyle Dirk-
sen (5-10, 260) will see the 
most action in the middle 
of the defensive front line, 
and in the defensive back-
field Demange has done a 
great job as the leader of 
the defensive unit, accord-
ing to Miller. He’ll be 
joined back there by junior 
Nathan Wagner (6-0, 150), 
Martin and junior Michael 
Stammen (5-10, 160).

“Andrew has been great 
at getting guys lined up 
and communicating what 
needs to be said,” Miller 
said.

Linebacker is the one 
spot on defense that is still 
up in the air. Miller said 
last year’s linebackers were 
all seniors and saw most 
of the reps as they stayed 
injury free and on the field 
for the majority of the 
season.

“We have three senior 
linebackers that are step-
ping up now and though 
they are older kids they 
just don’t have a ton of 
starting experience at the 
linebacker level,” Miller 
said in naming Albers, 
Gigandet and Henry as the 
guys to fill that void in the 
Tigers’ 4-3 defense.

“We don’t dwell too 
much that we are young,” 
Miller said. “When I say 
young I mean inexperi-
ence is probably the better 
word. As of right now, I 
don’t think we are starting 
any sophomores or fresh-
men, so not young in that 
aspect but we are inexpe-
rienced as in how many 

starters are back.
“It’s just like anything it 

takes practice and the more 
you do it the better you 
get,” he added.

The teams’ goals are 
what you would expect 
them to be for the 2018 
season. The Tigers want to 
compete for a league title 
in the Midwest Athletic 
Conference, something 
they haven’t done since 
2003 when they went a 
perfect 15-0 in winning the 
Division IV state champi-
onship.

“We feel if we are com-
peting for the league title 
then we are going to be 
sitting where we want for 
the playoffs,” Miller said. 
“Our schedule is as tough 
as ever which it usually is 
and that is a good thing. It 
keeps us focused and pre-
vents us from regressing as 
the season goes on.

“Another goal of ours is 
we want to be able to come 
through in those close 
games and win them,” he 
continued. “That’s kind 
of what we feel has hurt 
us in the past the goal is 
to get everybody going 
in the same direction and 
win those close games 
that we are supposed to 
win. Of course, the mental 
toughness we talked about 
already will be key to win-
ning those close games. 
Like I said though, we have 
a lot of new faces out there 
so we have to make sure 
we continue to tackle well 
and block well up front. I 
think we have a good group 
of skill guys that can get 
the job done and put a lot 
of points on the board.”

The Daily Advocate sports editor 
Skip Weaver can be reached at 
(937) 569-4316 or by email at 
sweaver@aimmediamidwest.com. 
You can also follow him on Twitterat 
@skipweaver65.
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jay and mary’s book center
locally owned and independently operated since 1990

Contact us at: (937) 335-1167 or (800) 842-1604 • www.jayandmarysbooks.com

Hours: Monday-Saturday: 10 am – 9 pm • Sunday: Noon – 5 pm

1201-C Experiment Farm Rd. • Troy, OH 45373

Fall Prep Sports Schedules
PIQUA 

Football 
Aug. 24, at Chaminade-Julienne
Aug. 31, LIMA SENIOR
Sept. 7, MEADOWDALE
Sept. 14, FAIRBORN
Sept. 21, at Trotwood-Madison
Sept. 28, at Sidney
Oct. 5, GREENVILLE
Oct. 12, at Vandalia-Butler
Oct. 19, TIPPECANOE
Oct. 26, TROY

Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Bob Schul Invitational
Aug. 29, at Sidney Dual
Sept. 1, at Covington Eagles Invitational
Sept. 19. PIQUA INVITATIONAL
Sept. 22, at Sidney Invitational
Sept. 29, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 3, at Tipp Two-Miler
Oct. 6, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 13, at GWOC

Boys Golf 
Aug. 23, at Xenia
Aug. 25, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 27, at Russia
Aug. 28, COVINGTON
Aug. 29, at Sidney
Sept. 6, at Milton-Union
Sept. 12, TROY
Sept. 13, SIDNEY
Sept. 17, at Stebbins
Sept. 20, at Greenville
Sept. 27, at GWOC Postseason

Girls Golf 
Aug. 23, at Greenville
Aug. 28, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Aug. 30, at Covington Tri
Sept. 5, GREENVILLE
Sept. 6, at Northmont
Sept. 10, at Wapakoneta
Sept. 12, FAIRMONT
Sept. 13, at Anna
Sept. 17, at Vandalia-Butler
Sept. 19, TROY
Sept. 24, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 26, at GWOC Postseason

Boys Soccer 
Aug. 25, GRAHAM
Aug. 28, WEST CARROLLTON
Aug. 30, at Xenia
Sept. 4, at Wayne
Sept. 6, FAIRBORN
Sept. 8, at Fairlawn
Sept. 11, at Stebbins
Sept. 15, MIAMI EAST
Sept. 18, at Tippecanoe
Sept. 20, SPRINGFIELLD
Sept. 25, at Sidney
Oct. 2, GREENVILLE
Oct. 4, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Sept. 9, at Troy
Sept. 13, at Stivers

Girls Soccer 
Aug. 25, at West Carrollton
Aug. 29, XENIA
Sept. 1, CELINA
Sept. 5, SPRINGFIELD
Sept. 8, at Fairborn
Spet. 12, STEBBINS
Sept. 15, at Graham
Sept. 17, TIPPECANOE
Sept. 19, at Vandalia-Butler
Sept. 26, SIDNEY
Oct. 3, at Greenville
Oct. 8, FAIRMONT
Oct. 11, TROY
Oct. 13, at Miami East

Girls Tennis 
Aug. 23, XENIA
Aug. 30, at Fairborn
Sept. 4, STEBBINS
Sept. 5, BELLEFONTAINE
Sept. 6, at Vandalia-Butler
Sept. 8, at Greenville
Sept. 10, at Urbana
Sept. 11, TIPPECANOE
Sept. 12, SPRINGFIELD
Sept. 13, SIDNEY
Sept. 17, at Northridge
Sept. 18, at Greenville
Sept. 20, TROY
Sept. 24, at Tecumseh
Sept. 27, at GWOC

Volleyball 
Aug. 23, TIPPECANOE
Aug. 28, SIDNEY
Aug. 30, at Greenville
Sept. 4, TROY
Sept. 6, at Trotwood-Madison
Sept. 10, at Northmont
Sept. 11, at West Carrollton
Sept. 13, XENIA
Sept. 17, TECUMSEH
Sept. 19, at Fairborn
Sept. 22, PIQUA INVITATIONAL
Sept. 25, STEBBINS

Sept. 27, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Oct. 1, at Milton-Union
Oct. 2, at Tippecanoe
Oct. 4, at Sidney
Oct. 6, CELINA
Oct. 9, GREENVILLE
Oct. 11, at Troy

BRADFORD 
Football 
Aug. 24, TRIAD
Aug. 31, at Troy Christian
Sept. 7, at Mississinawa Valley
Sept. 14, ARCANUM
Sept. 21, at Tri-County North
Sept. 28, TRI-VILLAGE
Oct. 5, MIAMI EAST
Oct. 12, at Covington
Oct. 19, BETHEL
Oct. 26, at Ansonia

Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Bob Schul Invitational
Sept. 1, at Treaty City Invitational
Sept. 8, at Spencerville Invitational
Sept. 15, at Frienship Invitational
Sept. 22, at Centerville Lights 
Invitational
Sept. 29, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 6, at Coldwater Lions Invitational
Oct. 13, at CCC

Boys Golf 
Aug. 23, MIAMI EASt
Aug. 25, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 27, at Newton
Aug. 30, MISSISSINAWA VALLEY
Sept. 1, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 4, at Tri-Village
Sept. 6, at National Trail
Sept. 10, COVINGTON
Sept. 12, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 13, at Bethel
Sept. 17, ARCANUM
Sept. 20, CCC

Volleyball 
Aug. 25, at Darke County Invitational
Aug. 27, at Cedarville
Aug. 28, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 1, at Dayton Christian
Sept. 4, ARCANUM
Sept. 6, at Twin Valley South
Sept. 8, HOUSTON
Sept. 11, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Sept. 13, at National Trail
Sept. 18, MIAMI EAST
Sept. 20, at Covington
Sept. 24, at Northridge
Sept. 25, BETHEL
Sept. 27, ANSONIA
Oct. 1, SOUTHEASTERN
Oct. 2, at Tri-Village
Oct. 8, MISSISSINAWA VALLEY
Oct. 9, at Newton

COVINGTON 
Football 
Aug. 24, ST. HENRY
Aug. 31, at Minster
Sept. 7, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 14, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Sept. 21, at Arcanum
Sept. 28, MIAMI EAST
Oct. 5, at Bethel
Oct. 12, BRADFORD
Oct. 19, at Twin Valley South
Oct. 26, NATIONAL TRAIL

Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Bob Schul
Sept. 1, COVINGTON INVITATIONAL
Sept. 8, at Bearcat Invitational
Sept. 15, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 22, at Sidney Invitational
Sept. 29, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 6, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 13, at CCC

Boys Golf 
Aug. 23, at National Trail
Aug. 28, PIQUA
Sept. 1, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 4, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Sept. 6, MISSISSINAWA VALLEY
Sept. 8, at FM Invitational
Sept. 10, at Bradford
Sept. 11, NEWTON
Sept. 13, at Ansonia
Sept. 17, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 20, at CCC

Girls Golf 
Aug. 23, at National Trail
Aug. 30, PIQUA/ANNA
Sept. 4, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 5, at St. Henry
Sept. 6, at Bethel
Sept. 10, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 13, at Tri-Village
Sept. 17, at Franklin Monroe

Sept. 18, NATIONAL TRAIL
Sept. 20, at CCC

Volleyball 
Aug. 27, at Anna
Aug. 30, BETHEL
Sept. 4, at Ansonia
Sept. 6, TRI-VILLAGE
Sept. 11, at Newton
Sept. 13, MISSISSINAWA VALLEY
Sept. 17, at Fairlawn
Sept. 18, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 20, BRADFORD
Sept. 22, at Jackson Center/Riverside
Sept. 24, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Sept. 25, at Arcanum
Sept. 27, at Twin Valley South
Oct. 1, NORTHRIDGE
Oct. 2, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Oct. 4, BROOKVILLE
Oct. 8, MILTON-UNION
Oct. 9, NATIONAL TRAIL
Oct. 11, at Miami East

HOUSTON 
Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Bob Schul Invitational
Sept. 1, at Treaty City Invitational
Sept. 8, at Bearcat Invitational
Sept. 11, at Fort Loramie Invitational
Sept. 15, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 22, at Saturday Night Lights
Sept. 29, at Best in the West
Oct. 6, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 13, at SCAL

Boys Golf 
Aug. 23, FORT LORAMIE
Aug. 24, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Aug. 27, QUAD
Aug. 28, ANNA
Aug. 30, BOTKINS
Sept. 4, FAIRLAWN
Sept. 6, RUSSIA
Sept. 10, FAIRLAWN
Sept. 11, JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 13, SCAL
Sept. 18, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Sept. 20, at St. Henry

Volleyball 
Aug. 27, ARCANUM
Aug. 28, at Jackson Center
Aug. 30, FORT LORAMIE
Sept. 4, at Anna
Sept. 6, BOTKINS
Sept. 8, BRADFORD
Sept. 11, at Fairlawn
Sept. 13, RUSSIA
Sept. 15, at Sidney Tri
Sept. 20, JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 25, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 27, ANNA
Sept. 29, HOUSTON TRI
Oct. 2, at Botkins
Oct. 4, FAIRLAWN
Oct. 8, FRANKLIN MONROE
Oct. 9, at Russia

LEHMAN 
CATHOLIC 

Football 
Aug, 24, FORT RECOVERY
Aug. 31, at Miami East
Sept. 7, at Graham
Sept. 15, RIDGEMONT
Sept. 21, at Marion Elgin
Sept. 28, HARDIN NORTHERN
Oct. 5, at Waynesfield-Goshen
Oct. 12, UPPER SCIOTO VALLEY
Oct. 19, at Lima Perry
Oct. 25, RIVERSIDE

Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Bob Schul Invitational
Sept. 1, at Wapakoneta Night Meet
Sept. 9, at Spenceville Invitational
Sept. 19, at Minster Classic
Sept. 22, at Sidney Invitational
Sept. 29, at Botkins Best in the West
Oct. 6, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 13, at NWCC

Boys Golf 
Aug. 24, at Houston
Aug. 27, at Upper Scioto Valley
Sept. 1, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 4, at Lima Perry
Sept. 6, ANNA
Sept. 11, at New Knoxville
Sept. 17, at Minster
Sept. 18, HOUSTON/JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 19, LIMA PERRY

Boys Soccer 
Aug. 25, MILTON-UNION
Sept. 1, at Allen East
Sept. 4, BOTKINS
Sept. 6, at Sidney
Sept. 11, BELMONT

Sept. 18, SPENCERVILLE
Sept. 22, at Troy Christian
Sept. 24, at Franklin Monroe
Oct. 2, at Miami East
Oct. 4, at Lima Central Catholic
Oct. 6, at Newton
Oct. 9, TEMPLE CHRISTIAN

Girls Soccer 
Aug. 23, COLDWATER
Sept. 1, at Preble Shawnee
Sept. 4, at Botkins
Sept. 6, TROY CHRISTIAN
Sept. 11, at Milton-Union
Sept. 13, ANNA
Sept. 15, MIAMI EAST
Sept. 20, WAPAKONETA
Sept. 25, WEST LIBERTY-SALEM
Sept. 29, at Summit Country Day
Oct. 4, LIMA CENTRAL CATHOLIC
Oct. 6, at Newton
Oct. 9, at Delphos St. John’s
Oct. 11, WAYNESVILLE

Girls Tennis 
Sept. 4, at Lima Central Catholic
Sept. 5, at Greenville
Sept. 11, CELINA
Sept. 12, LIMA SHAWNEE
Sept. 17, TROY
Sept. 18, ST. MARYS
Sept. 24, at Wapakoneta
Sept. 25, CATHOLIC CENTRAL

Volleyball 
Aug. 23, at Waynesfield-Goshen
Aug. 25, at Jackson Center
Aug. 28, MARION LOCAL
Aug. 30, MARION ELGIN
Sept. 1, at Lehman Invitational
Sept. 6, at Riverside
Sept. 11, at St. Henry
Sept. 13, UPPER SCIOTO VALLEY
Sept. 15, RUSSIA
Sept. 18, at Hardin Northern
Sept. 20, at Ridgemont
Sept. 24, at Covington
Sept. 29, at Anna
Oct. 2, at New Bremen
Oct. 4, at Lima Perry
Oct. 8, MIAMI EAST
Oct. 11, TEMPLE CHRISTIAN
Oct. 13, at Urbana

MIAMI EAST 
Football 
Aug. 24, at Milton-Union
Aug. 31, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Sept. 7, at National Trail
Sept. 14, FORT LORAMIE
Sept. 20, BETHEL
Sept. 28, at Covington
Oct. 5, at Bradford
Oct. 12, ARCANUM
Oct. 19, at Tri-County North
Oct. 26, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH

Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Finishtiming.com Invitational
Sept. 1, at Covington Eagles Invitational
Sept. 8, at Troy Invitational
Sept. 15, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 22, at Tour De Sewer
Sept. 29, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 6, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 13, at CCC

Boys Golf 
Aug. 23, at Bradford
Aug. 25, at Tri-Village Invitational
Aug. 27, ANSONIA
Aug. 28, TRI-VILLAGE
Aug. 30, at Arcanum
Sept. 1, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 4, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 6, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 8, at Christoff Invitational
Sept. 10, at Tri-County North
Sept. 11, BETHEL/MV
Sept. 17, NATIONAL TRAIL
Sept. 20, at CCC

Girls Golf 
Aug. 23, BELLEFONTAINE/URBANA
Aug. 25, MIAMI EAST INVITATIONAL
Aug. 27, at Fort Loramie
Aug. 28, TRI-VILLAGE
Aug. 30, ARCANUM
Sept. 6, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 11, BETHEL
Sept. 12, TIPPECANOE
Sept. 15, at Shawnee Invitational
Sept. 17, at Versailles
Sept. 20, at CCC
Sept. 24, at Troy

Boys Soccer 
Aug. 25, MIAMI VALLEY
Aug. 28, at Catholic Central
Aug. 30, NEWTON
Sept. 6, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 8, TROY CHRISTIAN
Sept. 11, at West Liberty-Salem
Sept. 15, at Piqua

Sept. 18, at Yellow Springs
Sept. 27, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 29, at Milton-Union
Oct. 2, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Oct. 4, at Tri-County North
Oct. 6, URBANA
Oct. 8, at Bethel

Girls Soccer 
Aug. 25, at National Trail
Aug. 30, NEWTON
Sept. 6, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 8, TROY CHRISTIAN
Sept. 11, WEST LIBERTY-SALEM
Sept. 15, at Lehman Catholic
Sept. 22, MILTON-UNION
Sept. 27, at Franklin Monroe
Oct. 1, ANNA
Oct. 4, at Tri-County North
Oct. 6, at Shawnee
Oct. 8, BETHEL
Oct. 13, PIQUA

Volleyball 
Aug. 25, at Troy
Aug. 28, at Bethel
Aug. 30, ANSONIA
Sept. 4, at Tri-Village
Sept. 6, NEWTON
Sept. 11, at Mississinawa Valley
Sept. 13, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 15, CASSTOWN CLASH
Sept. 18, at Bradford
Sept. 22, CENTERVILLE
Sept. 24, ARCANUM
Sept. 25, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 27, at Tri-County North
Oct. 2, at National Trail
Oct. 6, CHCA
Oct. 8, at Lehman Catholic
Oct, 11, COVINGTON

NEWTON 
Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Bob Schul Invitational
Sept. 1, at Treaty City Invitational
Sept. 15, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 22, at Tour De Sewer
Sept. 29, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 3, at Tipp Two Miler
Oct. 13, at CCC

Boys Golf 
Aug. 25, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 29, BRADFORD
Aug. 30, at Tri-Village
Aug. 31, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Sept. 4, at Ansonia
Sept. 7, BETHEL
Sept. 8, at FM Jet Invitational
Sept. 11, at Covington
Sept. 12, ARCANUM
Sept. 13, at National Trail
Sept. 18, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 20, at CCC

Boys Soccer 
Aug. 25, at Preble Shawnee
Aug. 30, at Miami East
Sept. 8, at Jackson Center
Sept. 13, BETHEL
Sept. 15, at Indian Lake
Sept. 18, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 21, MIAMI VALLEY
Sept. 24, at Troy Christian
Sept. 27, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 29, at Legacy Christian
Oct. 1, at Brookville
Oct. 4, DIXIE
Oct. 6, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Oct. 9, TRI-COUNTY NORTH

Girls Soccer 
Aug. 25, at Preble Shawnee
Aug. 28, ANNA
Aug. 30, at Miami East
Sept. 6, at National Trail
Sept. 10, at Emmanuel Christian
Sept. 13, BETHEL
Sept. 18, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 24, at Troy Christian
Sept. 27, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 29, at Legacy Christian
Oct. 2, BOTKINS
Oct. 6, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Oct. 9, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Oct. 11, at Yellow Springs

Volleyball 
Aug. 25, at CCC Invitational
Aug. 28, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Aug. 30, at Tri-County North
Sept. 4, NATIONAL TRAIL
Sept. 6, at Miami East
Sept. 8, at Xenia
Sept. 11, COVINGTON
Sept. 13, BETHEL
Sept. 15, TRI-VILLAGE
Sept. 18, at Ansonia
Sept. 24, at Brookville
Sept. 27, at Mississinawa Valley
Sept. 29, at Houston Tri
Oct. 2, at Franklin Monroe
Oct. 6, FAIRLAWN

Oct. 9, BRADFORD
Oct. 11, at Arcanum

RUSSIA 
Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Bob Schul Invitational
Sept. 1, at Covington Eagles Invitational
Sept. 8, at Troy Invitational
Sept. 12, at Piqua Invitational
Sept. 15, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 22, at Saturday Night Lights
Oct. 6, at Ed Leas Fall Classic
Oct. 13, at SCAL

Boys Golf 
Aug. 23, ANNA
Aug. 25, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 27, PIQUA
Aug. 28, at Botkins
Aug. 30, FAIRLAWN
Sept. 1, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 6, at Houston
Sept. 7, VERSAILLES
Sept. 11, at Riverside
Sept. 13, at SCAL

Volleyball 
Aug. 23, JACKSON CENTER
Aug. 25, VERSAILLES
Aug. 28, at Fort Loramie
Aug. 30, ANNA
Sept. 1, at St. Henry Invitational
Sept. 4, at Botkins
Sept. 6, FAIRLAWN
Sept. 13, at Houston
Sept. 15, at Lehman Catholic
Sept. 18, at Jackson Center
Sept. 20, FORT LORAMIE
Sept. 22, at Minster Invitational
Sept. 25, at Anna
Sept. 27, BOTKINS
Oct. 2, at Fairlawn
Oct. 9, HOUSTON

VERSAILLES 
Football 
Aug. 24, at Celina
Aug. 31, DELPHOS JEFFERSON
Sept. 7, COLDWATER
Sept. 14, at Parkway
Sept. 21, DELPHOS ST. JOHN’S
Sept. 28, at Anna
Oct. 5, at Marion Local
Oct. 12, NEW BREMEN
Oct. 19, MINSTER
Oct. 26, at Fort Recovery

Cross Country 
Aug. 25, at Bob Schul Invitational
Sept. 1, at Treaty City Invitational
Sept. 8, at Tiffin Carnival
Sept. 11, at Fort Loramie Invitational
Sept. 15, at Cedarville Invitational
Sept. 22, TOUR DE SEWER
Sept. 29, at Best in the West
Oct. 6, at Coldwater Invitational
Oct. 13, at MAC

Boys Golf 
Aug. 23, at St. Henry
Aug. 25, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 30, MINSTER
Sept. 1, VERSAILLES INVITATIONAL
Sept. 6, COLDWATER
Sept. 7, RUSSIA
Sept. 8, at FM Jet Invitational
Sept. 10, at Delphos St. John’s
Sept. 13, FORT RECOVERY
Sept. 15, at Jordan Moeller Invitational
Sept. 22, at MAC
Sept. 24, at Fort Loramie

Girls Golf 
Aug. 23, ST. HENRY
Aug. 24, at Arcanum
Aug. 27, PARKWAY
Aug. 30, at Minster
Sept. 6, at Coldwater
Sept. 7, FORT LORAMIE
Sept. 10, DELPHOS ST. JOHN’S
Sept. 13, at Fort Recovery
Sept. 17, MIAMI EAST
Sept. 22, at MAC

Volleyball 
Aug. 25, at Russia
Aug. 30, MARION LOCAL
Sept. 1, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 6, at New Bremen
Sept. 10, CELINA
Sept. 13, NEW KNOXVILLE
Sept. 15, at Troy
Sept. 18, at St. Henry
Sept. 20, at Parkway
Sept. 27, MINSTER
Sept. 29, at Van Wert Invitational
Oct. 4, COLDWATER
Oct. 6, at Jackson Center
Oct. 9, at Delphos St. John’s
Oct. 11, FORT RECOVERY

Good luck to all our local sports teams!
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Returning letterwin-
ners include Christian 
Goettemoeller, Will Vois-
ard, Conor O’Leary, Max 
Schmiesing, Tommy 
Hamlin, Michael Den-
ning, Matthew McDon-
ald, Mikkel Alvarez, 
Ethan Potts and Elijah 
Jock.

“I think we have a 
good team and I am 
expecting us to finish 
above .500 this year,” 
Jock said. “Our goal is to 
win sectionals. I am very 
excited for this group.”

Jock hopes to finish 
first or second in the 
WOSL

Girls Soccer
Jeremy Lorenzo 

returns as coach.
He has a 58-14-5 

record in five years.
The Lady Cavaliers 

were 13-5-1 last season, 
including 6-1-0 in the 
WOSL, winning sectonal 
and district titles.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Alli-
son Barhorst (defender), 
Carly Edwards (midfield-
er), Samantha Edwards 
(forward), Grace Mon-
nin (midfielder), Han-
nah Giguere (goalie), 
Grace Olding (forward), 
Liz Gibson (forward) 
and Madison Hurley 
(midfielder); juniors 
Rylie McIver (forward), 
Lyndsey Jones (mid-
fielder), Olivia Monnin 
(defender), Maegan 
Titterington (defender) 
and Hope Anthony 
(defender); and sopho-
mores Lindsey Magote-
aux (forward) and Anna 
Cianciolo (defender).

Top newcomers are 
freshman defender Ella 
Monnin and freshman 
goalie Heidi Toner.

“We are very excited 
about this season, 
returning 16 letter-
winnners from last year 
who most most either 
started or saw signifi-
cant playing time in last 
year’s district champi-

Lehman
From Page 4

onhship season. We 
have had a great sum-
mer.”

Lorenzo said this is 
a different team.

“This is probably 
the fastest team I have 
had at Lehman, which 
is going to enable us 
to change our style of 
play a little bit,” he 
said. “We have thrown 
a couple of things into 
our training plan and 
made a tough schedule 
even stronger, play-
ing eight of last year’s 
Miami Valley top ten, 
including last year’s 
D-III state champs and 
two of D-IIs best.”

Lorenzo hopes that 
will prepare Lehman 
for an even deeper run 
in the tournament.

Girls Tennis
Tim Ungericht 

returns for his fourth 
season as girls coach.

The Lady Cavaliers 
finished 4-13 last year.

Graduating off that 
team were Alex Reed 
and Melissa Brunner.

Returning letterwin-
ners are seniors Claire 
Larger, Grace Brandt, 
Sarah Gibson, Ann 
Pannaparra and Kiera 
Burns; and junior 
Angela Brunner.

“This team has a lot 
of experience,” Ung-
ericht said. We expect 
to win more matches 
then we did last year. 
The girls will be led by 
senior Claire Larger, 
who is coming off a 
solid junior year in 
which she was a third 
team All-Area selection 
at first singles.

“We also expect to 
finish high in our invi-
tationals and our goals 
are to have a winning 
season with district 
qualifiers. We have 13 
girls out this fall. John 
Brunner returns for 
this third season as 
our assitant coach. He 
brings to the table a 
solid understanding of 
tennis and is great for 
our team chemistry as 
well.”

Lehman does not 
compete in a league.

Lady
From Page 5

Mike Ullery/Call File Photo
Paige Boehringer returns for the Covington cross country team.

year,” Long said. “We 
hope to be running our 
best when we get to 
that point in the sea-
son.”

Girls Cross Country 
Long also coaches the 

girls.
Three-time state 

qualifier Paige Boeh-
ringer return for the 
Lady Buccs and also 
leading the team will 
be Chelsea Ford, Allie 
Garman, Alexis Meyer, 
Ashlyn Plessinger, Kaya 
Mitchell and Hailie-Jo 
Taxis.

Key newcomers 
include Elizabeth Scha-
fer, Emily Schafer and 
Yelena Weaver.

“The league race will 
be competitive again 
this year,” Long said. 
“We hope to be run-
ning our best when we 
get to that point in the 
season.”

Boys Golf
Bill Wise returns for his 

12th season as coach.
The Buccs lost CCC 

Player of the Year runn-
erup and two-time district 
qualifier Andrew Slusher 
to graduation.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Jack Shell, 
Hunter Alexander and 
Thomas Kuether; junior 
Dylan Lucas and sopho-
mores Job Morgan and 
Grant Humphrey.

“With 13 team mem-

bers this year season, we 
will have a good mix of 
veteran and experienced 
athletes,” Wise said. “The 
veterans have improved 
during the off-season and 
and we expect to improve 
our team scores from last 
year. Our goals are to 
improve upon last year’s 
record of .500 and to be 
competitive at the sec-
tional tournament.”

Wise hopes to finish 
around .500 again this 
season.

Girls Golf
Covington returns four 

of five golfers from last 
season. Back are seniors 
Emily Thompson and 
Emily Hedick, junior Mor-
gan Lowe and sophomore 
Katie Hembree. New to 
the team is freshman 
Sarah Slusher.

“We hope to be in 
consideration for a Cross 
County Conference 
league championship, 
but so do the other seven 
programs we have in girls 
golf this season,” Coving-
ton coach Adam Sweigart 
said. “Miami East, Arca-
num, Fort Loramie, and 
National Trail will be con-
ference leaders fighting 
for a league title because 
of their strong returning 
players.

“My hope is that our 
team will continue to 
build on the team dynam-
ic to help support each 
other towards their best 
round each time they hit 
the course. We will have 
good matches and bad 
ones as well, but I want 
them to enjoy the time on 
the courses and the com-
petition they face.”

Cerstin Gross; juniors Kelly Buck and Chloe Thom-
as; 
and sophomores Cadence Gross, Cassidy Walker 
and Meadow Powers.

“Our goals are to have a positive spirit focused on 
putting the team first in all situations, to keep our 
composure and intensity when we face adversity, to 
never back down during one second of play and to 
exemplify sportsmanship on and off the field,” Perry 
said. “We are going to fight every second of practice 
and every game to be the champions of the CCC, 
we expect a winning record overall and we have big 
dreams for the tournament.”

Miami
From Page 6

Call File Photo
Sophie Jacomet is back for the Miami East volleyball team.

Aim Media File Photo
Collin Walker returns for Houston golf team.

Houston
From Page 8

standout freshman last 
year and is continuing 
to improve this year,” 
Fridley said. “I think Col-
lin is going to be a huge 
part of this team for the 
next three years. Our 
next four golfers include: 
Jon Steiner, Adam Win-
ner, Josh Langenkamp 
andand Cody Selanders. 
I expect all four of these 
hard working guys to see 
significant playing time 
this year.”

Up and coming JV 
golfers on our team 
include freshman Ethan 
Funk and sophomores 
Liam McKee, Kenny 
Knapke and Gus Goth-
berg.

“These four young 
men played a ton of golf 
over the summer and 
are biting at the heels 
of our varsity players 
for the fifth and sixth 
golfer position,” Fridley 
said. “We also have 
a ton of experienced 
golfers in sixth grade 
through eighth grade. 
Ethan Lukey, Tanner 
Voisard, Lucas Langen-
kamp, Gabe Stangel, 
Caleb Hembree, Reagan 
Steiner, Colby Purvis, 
Aiden Campbell, Kegan 
Brelsford and Carter 
Ingle all played a ton of 
golf out at Shelby Oaks 
this summer and will be 
tough to beat when they 
get into high school. I 
am extremely excited by 
how many kids in our 
elementary school are 
buying golf clubs, attend-
ing our summer junior 
clinics and playing golf 
each week.”
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Premier Health salutes the students, families, faculty and staff of our 
partnership schools for your hard work and dedication both on and off  
the field. We are proud to partner with you in our ongoing mission of  

building healthier communities.
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