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It’s Time.
That is the motto for 

the Piqua girls basketball 
team as coach Brian Gil-
lespie’s squad looks to 
improve on last year’s 
3-20 season.

“I think the thing we 
are looking for is to start 
winning games consis-
tently,” Gillespie said. 
“This is year four and 
I feel really good about 
where the program is at. 
I think we have the junior 
high and youth programs 
in a good place. But, we 
still need to win games. 
Winning isn’t everything, 
but it is part of it.”

And he has four seniors 
who have been playing 
varsity basketball for the 
last three years.

Lily Stewart is a 5-5 
guard, who led Piqua 
with 8.9 points a year 
ago.

Stewart made 46 
3-point field goals a year 
ago and had 23 points 
against Troy, making 
seven of 12 from behind 
the arc.

“Lily (Stewart) is an 
outstanding player,” Gil-
lespie said. “We are excit-
ed to have her back.”

Kelsey Magoteaux is a 

5-6 guard who averaged 
7.0 points a game last 
year. She is playing with a 
torn ACL.

“Kelsey (Magoteaux) 
was just amazing this 
summer,” Gillespie said. 
“She is a leader for us.”

Also back are 5-7 Lau-
ren Williams and Emily 
Powell.

Williams is a three-year 
starter.

She averaged 4.3 
points, 2.0 rebounds, 2.1 
steals and 1.4 assists a 
year ago — which really 
doesn’t tell the story.

“Lauren (Williams) just 
plays so hard,” Gillespie 
said. “I know we can put 
her on the other team’s 
best offensive player. She 
just hustles all over the 
place and makes things 
happen.”

Gillespie expects Pow-
ell to play a key role as 
well.

“Emily has been an 
important part of this 
program for four years,” 
Gillespie said.

Piqua had four 5-2 
juniors in Kelsey Bach-
man, Skylar Sloan, Hailey 
McPherson and Elizabeth 
Kidwell.

“Kelsey (Bachman) 
is a nice player for us,” 
Gillespie said. “She can 
run the point and has a 

nice shot. Skylar (Sloan) 
can shoot and plays hard. 
Hailey (McPherson) is 
out for the season with 
an injury. Elizabeth 
(Kidwell) is a good player 
and gives us some quick-
ness.”

Tylah Yeomans, a 5-10 
sophomore, is back after 
an impressive freshman 
season.

Yeomans averaged 5.4 
points and 3.2 rebounds a 
year ago.

“I think with Tylah 
(Yeomans) it is all about 
confidence,” Gillespie 
said. “Because, she has all 
the athletic ability in the 
world.”

Gillespie expects her to 
five Piqua a more tradi-
tional post player, some-
thing they haven’t had.

“We have been working 
with her on playing with 
her back to the basket on 
offense,” Gillespie said. 
“I think she is going to be 
able to do that and that is 
going to help us.”

Gillespie is also excited 
about the other sopho-
more on the roster, 5-6 
guard Taylor Grunke-
meyer.

“She played JV last year 
and I like what I have 
seen from her,” he said. 
“She probably under-
stands the game as well 
as anyone. She under-
stands where the ball 
needs to go and where 
the pass needs to go. She 
is a really smart player.”

For Piqua, who aver-
aged 35 points a game 
last season, the key is 
obvious.

“Yes, we need to find a 
way to score points,” Gil-
lespie said. “It has been 
an issue since I have been 
here. We feel like we are 

going to (score points), 
but we still have to do it. 
I think we will be fine on 
defense. The key will be 
on offense.”

Defensively, he expects 
to play a lot of man 
defense.

“I am not a big zone 
guy,” Gillespie said. “We 
will mix it up with some 
traps and things like 
that.”

The Indians first four 
games are on the road.

“I really don’t think 
that will be a problem,” 
Gillespie said. “We played 

pretty well on the road 
— we struggled more at 
home last year. I think we 
need to focus more when 
we are playing at home.”

He expects Tippecano-
eto be the team to beat in 
the North. They recently 
had a move-in from Phoe-
nix who has a full-ride to 
Iowa State and is ranked 
in the top 100 players in 
the country.

“You know Tipp was 
already pretty good and 
that just makes them that 
much better,” Gillespie 
said. “I really think we 

can be right in the mix 
with the rest of the teams 
in the North.”

There is just one thing 
missing at this point.

“I think there are more 
kids in this community 
interested in girls bas-
ketball then there ever 
has been,” Gillespie said. 
“The next step is to win 
consistently.”

It’s Time.

Rob Kiser is Sports Edi-
tor for the Daily Call. He 
can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.
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Piqua boys basketball 
first-year coach Steve 
Grasso can’t wait to get 
the season started as the 
Indians look to improve 
on last season’s 8-15 
record

“I do (feel good about 
where they are at),” 
Grasso said in a pre-
season interview. “I am 
excited and ready to get 
going. I think we are a 
real athletic team with a 
lot of quickness.”

Two key parts of the 
puzzle for Piqua will 
be 6-2 seniors Ben 
Schmiesing and Hayden 
Schrubb.

Schmiesing scored 35 
points in one game last 
year and averaged 14.9 
points and 7.1 rebounds. 
He provides a physical 
presence for the Indians 
inside.

Schrubb averaged four 
points and 4.5 rebounds 
a year ago, to go with 
2.5 assists and can play 
anywhere from the point 
to inside.

“Hayden and Ben are 
two guys that are going 
to be two key pieces,” 
“Hayden is quick in 
transition and Ben is a 
strong player.”

Grasso expects to be an 
uptempo team and take 
advantage of the Indians 
quickness, with no one 
taller than 6-2 on the 
roster.

“We are going to be a 
quick team with a lot of 
athletic ability,” Grasso 
said. “We are going to 
force teams to handle 
the ball the entire floor 
and take advantage of 
our athletic ability.”

Another player who 
fits right into that mold 
is 5-10 senior Devon 
Brown.

Brown averaged 6,8 
points a year ago, scor-
ing in double figures in 

four of the 12 games he 
played in.

“Devon(Brown) is 5-9 
or 5-10, but a special ath-
lete,” Grasso said. “He can 
attack the basket and has 
great athletic ability.”

Another player who 
first that mold is 6-2 
senior Nick Rigola, who 
played a key role off the 
bench a year ago.

“Nick (Rigola) is phys-
ical and has all kinds of 
athletic ability,” Grasso 
said. “He has the ability 
to Tomawhawk dunk.”

Others who could see 
key minutes include 5-9 
senior Cory Cottell, 5-7 
senior Xian Harrison, 6-1 
junior Trey Richmond 
and 5-10 junior Qurri 
Tucker.

Qurri Tucker will be 
in the mix,” Grasso said. 
“He is another real good 
athlete. Xian Harrison 
is an outstanding soccer 
player. Another kid with 
a lot of athletic ability. 
Trey Richmond is a 
junior off the JV team 
that will be in the mix. 
Cory Cotrell is in the 
mix well. He is also hus-
tlling and plays hard.”

Rounding out the ros-
ter are 6-0 senior Logan 
Copsey, 6-1 senior Devin 
Foster, 5-11 senior 
Holden Yount; 6-1 senior 
Trevor Billet; 5-10 junior 
Mick Karn; 6-2 junior 
Zach Tillman; and 6-2 
junior Dylan Motter.

“We have a lot of 
seniors and really good 

group of athletes,” Gras-
so said.

Grasso was pleased 
with what he saw in the 
opening scrimmage.

We started off with 
a scrimmage with Day-
ton Christian,” he said. 
“They are a defending 
conference champion 
with all their players 
back. I thought we com-
peted well against them 
and split quarters. We 
are scrimmaging Miam-
isburg and then our 
last scrimmage we will 
scrimmage Fairmont and 
Lima Senior.

“We will really be test-
ed there. They are two 
of the top D-I programs 
around.”

Grasso expects the 

GWOC North to be a 
challenge.

“When you look at 
the conference (GWOC 
North), you have to look 
at the defending cham-
pion who has most of its 
players back in Sidney. 
The rest of the confer-
ence I think will be very 
competitive. Vandalia is 
going to be strong, Tipp 
has a new coach and is 
going to be very ath-
letic. Troy will be solid. 
Most of them have a lot 
returning. Greenville 
may have dropped off a 
little.”

Grasso is also happy 
the Indians are again 
hosting the B.I.G (Buck-
eye Insurance Group) 
Classic. Piqua will play 

Lehman Catholic in the 
opener and Covington 
and Troy Christian are 
also in the tournament.

“That is two more 
games on our floor,” 
Grasso said. “And we 
get to host a holiday 
tournament. I think that 
is great.”

And Grasso is ready to 
get rolling.

“I am excited and 
can’t wait to get start-
ed,” he said.

To continue the prog-
ress he has already seen 
in the offseason and pre-
season.

Rob Kiser is Sports 
Editor for the Daily Call. 
He can be reached at 
(937) 451-3334.

Grasso ready to get started in first season as Piqua boys coach

Mike Ullery/Call Photo
Devon Brown flies to the basket in a game last season.

‘It’s Time’ for Piqua girls basketball success

Mike Ullery/Call Photo
Lily Stewart drives to the hoop in a game last season.

Mike Ullery | AIM Media file
Piqua’s Hayden Schrubb makes a move to the basket last season.
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The Piqua wrestling team 
will be a young group — with a 
couple talented seniors returning 
to lead the group.

Seniors Sam Herndon (138) 
and Tristin Hostetter (126) both 
return.

Herndon was one match from 
going to state two years ago. He 
is a two-time district qualifier 
and went 31-12 last season at 
120 pounds.

Hostetter is also a two-time 
district qualifier and went 

23-16 last year at 126 pounds.
“Tristin (Hostetter) and 

Sam (Herndon) are both two-
time district qualifiers,” Kaye 
said. “Sam is a district placer. 
They have both been here 
when the program competed 
at the highest level. I expect 
big things from them.”

Evan Hicks (145) and Matt 
Blankenship (160) both return 
for their sophomore seasons 
after getting valuable experience 
as freshman.

“They both got a taste of it hit 
last year and are excited to see 
what they can accomplish,” Kaye 

said.
The freshman group includes 

Cain Weymer-Hicks (106), Brian 
Wintrow (126, 132), Gavin Wie-
gel (145), Isaac Bushnell (160), 
Xavier Penny (170), Bryce Short 
(195) and Lance Reeves (220, 
285).

Reeves was a GWOC junior 
high champion a year ago and 
saw a lot of action on the defen-
sive line for the Piqua football 
team this fall.

“Lance (Reeves) had a lot 
of success at the junior high 
level,” Kaye said. “What he did 
in football this fall shows he 

has the maturity. It can be a 
big adjustment (moving to the 
high school level). It is always 
a little bit of a learning experi-
ence.”

Kaye said how the freshman 
make the adjustment to high 
school wrestling will be a key.

“We set the schedule up so 
there is a balance,” Kaye said 
about preparing for the GWOC 
tournament and postseason. 
“We make sure there are some 
one-and-done situations for them 
to get them ready for the tourna-
ments.”

Kaye said Vandalia-Butler 

is still the team to beat in the 
North.

“Vandalia-Butler was really 
strong last year and has most 
of those guys back,” Kaye said. 
“I am not sure that is a moun-
tain we are ready to climb this 
year. The rest of the conference 
(GWOC North) I think we are 
pretty competitive with the rest 
of the teams in the North. It will 
just depend on how the freshman 
progress.”

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor 
for the Daily Call. He can be 
reached at (937) 451-3334.

Piqua wrestlers return two district qualifiers this season
Aim Media Photo

Sam Herndon returns for the Piqua wrestling team.

Staff Reports

Craig Miller returns 
at Piqua boys bowling 
coach.

The Indians finished 
5-13 a year ago, but have 
a number of key return-
ers.

“We have several return-
ing lettermen this season, 
which is always a positive 
for any team,” Miller said. 
“Hopefully, another posi-
tive for the the team this 
year will be the fact that 
most of of our matches 
will be home this year. 
Last year we had to travel 
to all of our sister division 
houses, but this season 
they all come to us.”

Junior Austin Jenkins 
averaged 183.5 last year.

“He is a two-yer return-
ing lettermen,” Miller 
said. “He bowled in a trav-
eling scholarship league 
during the spring and 
fall that visits most of the 
houses we compete in.”

Sophomore Nick Jess 
averaged 173.1 as a fresh-
man.

“Last year was a major 
learning experience for 
Nick (Jess) with all the 
travel and different lane 
conditions,” Miller said. 
“While Nick did not do 
bad last year, I think he 
will be more prepared 
this year.”

Senior Terry Penny 
averaged 161,2.

“Terry (Penny) is work-
ing on his approach this 
year, which should help 
him raise his average sev-
eral pins from last year,” 
Miller said.

Junior Shane Kerrigan 
averaged 160.5 last year.

“Shane (Kerrigan) had 
a hand injury late last 
year that has healed,” 
Miller said. “He has some 
new equipment which 
we hope will increase his 
average this year.”

Junior Ethan Gevedon 
averged 156.9 last year.

“Ethan (Gevedon) tried 
a new two handed delivery 
last year,” Miller said. He 
has continued to work on 
it this fall and showed good 
improvement this year.”

Rounding out the roster 
are seniors Zach Hatke 
and Caleb Smith.

“Zach (Hatke) is 
returning to the bowling 
team after a two-year 

absence as part of Show 
Choir,” Miller said. 
“Caleb (Smith) has been 
on the JV team for the 
last two years and put in 
a lot of hard work over 
the summer this year to 
make sure that he made 
the varsity team.”

GIRLS BOWLING 
Jason Jenkins returns 

as coach for Piqua, who 
finished 6-12 last season.

Senior Chloe Koon and 
junior Kyra Buchanan 
return from last year’s 
team.

Joining them will be 

seniors Ashley Peterson 
and Stephanie Davis and 
sophomores Kalista Hill 
and Katelyn Lear.

“We have a lot of new 
faces on the team this 
year,” Jenkins said. “We 
have two returning from 
last year in Chloe (Koon) 
and Kyra (Buchanan) . 
We have worked hard on 
getting this team ready for 
the first match). We have 
a lot of work ahead of us 
with all of the new faces 
on both varsity and JV. 
We hope we have a great 
season and win some 
matches this season.”

Piqua bowlers ready to get started

Aim Media File Photo
Austin Jenkins returns for the Piqua boys bowling team

Aim Media Photo
Chloe Kuhn returns for the Piqua girls bowling team.
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SIDNEY — Tim 
Gleason returns as 
Lehman Catholic boys 
basketball coach and is 
excited about the group 
he has, although the 
Cavaliers will again be 
getting a late start due to 
the football playoffs and 
are coming off a 10-13 
season.

“We have great depth 
this year and have high 
expectations for the 
upcoming season,” 
Gleason said. “Lehman 
has not won a league 
championship in 35 years. 
The last time was in 
1982 (when Lehman was 
undefeated and ranked 
first in the state, before 
being upset in the district 
finals). Lehman Catholic 
has a rich tradition of 
basketball success that 
many of today’s kids don’t 
know about.”

Gleason has high 
expectations for seniors 
Kameron Lee and Preston 
Rodgers, who are both 
coming off injuries.

Lee, a 6-foot-3 forward 
who can jump out of the 
gym, averaged near a 
double-double last year 
with 16.8 points and 
9.9 rebounds per game 
and added 2.3 steals per 
game.

Rodgers, a 5-11 guard, 
averaged 7.3 points a year 
ago.

“Kam (Lee) suffered 
a dislocated shoulder in 
his last football game and 
hopefully, he will be ready 
to go against Jackson 
Center,” Gleason said. 
“Preston Rodgers had off-
season surgery and looks 
healthy and ready to go. 
Both Kam and Preston 
have been starting or 
playing major roles since 
they were sophomores. 
I believe they are both 
going to have excellent 
seasons.”

Elliott Gilardi, a 5-11 
junior, was a starter at 
times last season.

“Elliott (who is the 
quarterback in football) 
is a little banged up right 
now,” Gleason said. “I 
don’t think it is anything 
long term and look for 
him to start practicing 
soon.”

Gleason sees a lot of 
potential in 5-6 junior 
guard John Cianciolo and 
5-10 sophomore Brendan 
O’Leary.

“They have tremendous 
shooting skills,” 
Gleason said. “Both of 
those guys have played 
for me previously 
and understand my 
expectations. Both are 
very skilled basketball 
players.”

Two more players with 
varsity experience are 
Logan Richard and Bryce 
Kennedy.

Richard is a 5-11 senior 
and Kennedy is a 6-1 
junior.

“They are returning 
varsity players who 
bring extremely high 
basketball IQ’s, along 
with differing skills to 
the team,” Gleason said. 
“Bryce (Kennedy) is a 
tremendous shooter and 
rebounder, while Logan 
(Richard) is an excellent 
passer and always seems 
to be in the right place.”

Battling for the starting 
center position are 6-1 

senior Ryan Schmidt and 
6-3 junior Conor O’Leary.

“Ryan (Schmidt) was 
the equivalent of an MVP 
for the JV last year,” 
Gleason said. “He has 
worked very hard in the 
off-season. He is bigger, 
stronger and has worked 
on his offensive skills in 
the off-season.

“Conor (O’Leary) 
missed all of last season 
with a foot injury and 
is completely healthy.
He would have played 
substantial minutes last 
year if he was healthy. 
Conor is a very skilled 
offensive and defensive 
player.”

Rounding out the roster 
are 6-0 junior Michael 
Denning, 6-2 junior Alex 
Gleason and 5-10 junior 
Titan Corner.

“All three of these 
guys have played many 
years for me and have 
a great understanding 
of the game and my 
expectations. They 
all play great defense. 
Offensively, Michael 
(Denning) has solid 
shooting range and ball 
handling skills. Alex 
(Gleason) is solid out 
to 12-15 feet and an 
excellent passer. Titan 
(Corner) has really 
improved his game and is 
very tough defensively.”

The Cavaliers will run 
a motion offense and play 
a lot of matchup zone and 
man defense.

Gleason likes the out 
of conference schedule, 
highlighted by the Sidney 
game.

“We really enjoy 

the game with Sidney 
because it brings out so 
much excitement,” he 
said. “I fully expect the 
game will sell out again 
because the students 
and fans love the rivalry. 
Hopefully, tough games 
like this will prepare us 
for the tournament.”

They also get on the 
sectional tournament 
floor ahead of time twice, 
when they play in the 
B.I.G. (Buckeye Insurance 
Group) Classic at Garbry 
Gymnasium. Lehman will 
open with Piqua in the 
tournament, with Troy 
Christian and Covington 
also competing in the 
tournament.

But, the focus is on the 
NWCC.

“We have a lot of 
goals,” Gleason said. 
“But, our number one 
goal is to win a league 
championship.”

For the first time in 35 
years.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Craig Hall is back as 

coach.
A year ago, the Lady 

Cavaliers finished 9-12 
overall and 3-3 in the 
NWCC.

Graduating off that 
team was Hannah Fogt.

“I am really excited 
about this team,” Hall 
said. “I can’t wait to see 
what we can do.”

For good reason.
Lehman returns four 

starters from last year’s 
squad.

Alanna O’Leary, a 
5-8 senior, averaged 8.3 
points and 2.2 assists last 
year, while 6-foot junior 
Carly Edwards averaged 
6.2 rebounds.

Grace Monnin, a 5-8 
junior, averaged 2.7 steals 
and 5-7 senior Brogan 
McIver is another solid 
returner to the starting 
lineup.

“I feel really good 
about this group,” Hall 
said. “We have a lot of 
experience.”

Adding to that is 5-7 

senior Maddy McFaland, 
who missed last season 
with a knee injury.

“It is great to have her 
back,” Hall said. “She has 
really good ball skills.”

The talent doesn’t end 
there either.

Other key players 
included 6-foot junior 
Emily Fogt, 5-8 
sophomore Rylie McIver 
and 5-7 sophomore 
Lauren McFarland.

Rounding out the 
roster are junior Allison 
Bornhorst and sophomores 
Hope Anthony and Heidi 
Schutt.

“We have great depth,” 
Hall said. “I think at any 
time, any of the 11 girls 
could play.”

Hall said there are two 
key differences with this 
group from a year ago.

“We can score,” 
he said. “In the past, 
nobody wanted to take 
the shot. A lot of teams 
played zone, because we 
wouldn’t take the shot 
from the perimeter. This 
year, they are not afraid 
to take the shot. Last 
year, the goal was to hold 
teams to 40, but a lot of 
times, we didn’t get to 
40. That is is not going to 
happen this year.

“I think we are better, 
just because we are more 
experienced. We have 
raised the bar for these 
girls this year.”

With not a lot of size, 
the Lady Cavaliers are 
going to look to take 
advantage of their athletic 
ability.

“For sure,” Hall said. 
“We are going to have to 
play that way. We don’t 
have much size. We are 
going to look to push the 
ball and take advantage of 

our quickness and athletic 
ability. This team is very 
athletic.”

Hall knows the non-
conference schedule will 
test his team.

“We play Sidney right 
out of the gate,” he said. 
“So, right off, we are 
playing against a Division 
I school.”

Hall hopes to be right 
in there in the NWCC.

“It will be interesting,” 
he said. “Marion Elgin is 
new to the conference. 
They are a D-III school 
and that is going to be a 
challenge. Ridgemont has 
completely flipped their 
program. That used to be 
a win, but not anymore. 
Waynesfield-Goshen is 
always strong.”

And Hall can’t wait 
to get started and see 
where his team fits in that 
picture.

SWIMMING
Mike Bosse is back for 

his 10th season as coach.
The numbers will be 

small this year with just 
five returning swimmers 
after district qualifiers 
Kate Hemm and Eli 
Baker tgraduated.

“The five returning 
swimmers are young and 
newer to the sport of 
swimming,” Bosse ssaid.

They include senior 
Caitlin Swallow, juniors 
Joe Ritze and Hannah 
Giguere( and sophomores 
Jake White and Elijah 
Jock.

“We look for them to 
make a splash this season 
as they progressed very 
well in their freshman 
season,” Bose said. “The 
only question would be 
how big of splash they 
will make.”

WRESTLING
Bill Long takes over 

the Lehman wrestling 
program.

Among last year’s 
graduation losses was 
state qualifier Wyatt 
Long.

The Cavaliers have five 
wrestlers this year.

Junior Ethan Knapke 
(160) was district 
qualifier last year and 
finished 27-11.

Also back are 
sophomores Noah 
Young (145) and Ethan 
Derryberry (113).

The newcomers 
are sophomore Drew 
Barhorst (152) and 
freshman Ethan Fogt 
(145).

“Ethan (Knapke) had 
a good season last year 
and we expect him to be 
even better this year,” 
Long said. “I expect 
this team to make a 
lot of improvement 
throughout the season. 
We are wrestling a 
similar schedule to last 
year.”

And Long is realistic 
about the numbers 
situation.

“We have five wrestlers 
— and there are 14 
weight classes. We aren’t 
going to be bringing 
home any team trophies,” 
Long said with a laugh. 
“It is an individual sport 
for these guys. Working 
hard and getting better 
and I think that will 
happen.”

Lehman will open 
the season Dec. 9 at the 
Lancer Invitational.

Rob Kiser is Sports 
Editor for the Daily Call. 
He can be reached at 
(937) 451-3334.

Gleason has high expectations for Lehman boys basketball
Girls basketball loaded with experience; Knapke heads Lehman wrestlers
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Aim Media Photo
Kameron Lee is back for the Lehman boys basketball team.

Aim Media Photo
Ethan Knapke is back on the wrestling mat after a strong sophomore season.

Mike Ullery/Call Photo
Grace Monnin hustles down the floor during a game last season.
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The Edison State Com-
munity College basketball 
teams are both off to 5-0 
starts at press time.

MEN
Rick Hickman is back 

for his second season as 
coach.

Hadith Tiggs (Wayne) 
is a 6-foot-3 guard averag-
ing 9.5 points and 2.0 
steals, while 6-3 guard 
Zach Ledbetter (Vandalia-
Butler) is averaging 11.3 
points and 6.7 rebounds.

Jalen Elliott, a 6-4 
freshman guard (Toledo 
Bowsher) leads the team 
with 15.8 points per 
game, while 5-7 sopho-
more guard Romello 
Yaqub is averaging 7.0 
points and 2.0 steals.

Rodney Richardson 
(Northmont) is a 6-0 
guard averaging 7.0 
rebounds, while 6-0 
freshman guard Danny 
Lee Corbett (Columbus 
Briggs) is dishing out 3.0 
assists per game.

Other sophomores on 
the roster include 6-2 for-
ward JaBryel Reed (Clark 
Montessori), 6-5 forward 
Nick Thompson (Miami 
Valley Saints) and 5-10 
guard Tre Hudson (Troy).

Other freshman on the 
roster include 5-10 guard 
Cameron Gallimore (Sid-
ney), 6-5 guard James 
Richardson Jr. (Columbus 
Beechcroft), 6-3 guard 
Dakota Prichard (Spen-
cerville), 6-7 center Filif-
ing Sissoko (Columbus 
Beechcroft), 6-5 forward 
Kurt Waters (Northwest-
ern), 6-5 forward Jacob 
Rogan (Bellefontaine), 
6-6 forward Caleb Mag-
gard (Oak Hill, Marion, 
Ind.), 6-4 guard Darryl 
Robinson (Toledo Bow-
sher), 6-2 guard Zach 
Haeseker (Valley View), 
6-8 center Hunter Neil 
(Chapmanville, W.V.), 
6-5 guard Mouhamadou 
Faye (Sugarland, Tx.), 6-2 
guard Adam Ney (Van-
dalia-Butler), 6-0 guard 
Hayden Russell (Carey) 
and 6-4 guard Mitchell 
Woods (Fairfield).

WOMEN
Tim McMahon returns 

for his third season as 
Charger coach after 
being a longtime assis-
tant in the program.

Kailani Broyles (Mas-
sillon Washington) is a 
5-6 freshman guard aver-
aging 17.0 points, 6.0 
assists and 3.0 steals.

Lauren Monnin (Ver-
sailles) is a 5-8 sopho-
more guard averaging 
14.0 points, while 6-1 
sophomore center Riley 

Culver (Wapakoneta) is 
averaging 10.6 points 
and 8.6 rebounds.

Jessie Crowell (Cov-
ington) is a 5-4 sopho-
more guard averaging 
12.2 points, while 5-4 
freshman guard Kayle-
sha Broyles (Massillon 
Washington) is averag-
ing 10.0 points.

Shania Taylor (St. 
Marys) is a 5-9 fresh-
man forward averaging 
6.2 rebounds, while 
5-9 sophomore forward 

Holly Frey is grabbing 
6.0 rebounds per game.

Clair Schmitmeyer 
(Versailles) is a 5-8 
freshman forward aver-
aging 5.0 rebounds, 
while 5-8 freshman for-
ward Kayla Tullis (Urba-
na) is grabbing rebounds 

per game.
Freshman rounding 

out the roster are 5-8 
forward Lauryn Gray 
(Piqua), 5-3 guard Eliza-
beth Carroll (Newton), 
5-6 guard Emily Crase 
(Bethel), 5-6 guard 
Morgan Crase (Bethel), 

5-9 forward Rosie 
Westerbeck (Minster), 
5-9 guard Marin Reis 
(Centerville), 5-4 guard 
Bryanna Featherstone 
(Columbus Linden 
McKinley) and 5-10 
forward Anna Pomeroy 
(Aiden, Iowa).

Edison State hoop 
teams off to fast start

Rob Kiser/Call Photo
Zach Ledbetter makes a move to the basket 
earlier this season.

Rob Kiser/Call Photo
Edison State’s Lauren Monnin makes a move to the basket earlier this season.

Rob Kiser/Call Photo
Edison State’s Holly Frey goes up for two points earlier this season.

Rob Kiser/Call Photo
Edison State’s Jacob Rogan goes up for two points 
earlier this season.

Staff Reports

COVINGTON — There 
will be a new face in the 
wrestling chair — but it 
is more moving over one 
spot.

Hall of Fame coach 
Tom Barbee has retired 
and longtime assistant 
Eric Vanderhorst takes 
over.

“I’m taking over as 
head coach this season 
and Corey Turner, who 
has coached our youth 
for a number of years, 
will be my assistant,” 
Vanderhorst said. “Our 
junior high coaches Mike 
Stephan and Lee Don-
nan will also help with 
the high school as time 
permits.”

Covington wrestling is 
coming off another solid 
season, finishing with 
an 18-5 dual meet record 
with a loss in the regional 
quarterfinals to eventual 
state champion Mechan-
icsburg.

The Buccs finished 
with an overall tourna-
ment record of 150- 60 
with strong finishes at the 
Troy, Miami Trace and 
Lima Central Catholic 
Invitationals.

Covington finished sec-
ond in the Cross County 
Conference last season.

“We are a relatively 
young team with just 
six upperclassmen, but 
we have a great group of 

kids who are excited to 
compete and grow in the 
sport of wrestling,” Van-
derhorst said. “Despite 
our youth, we want to 
continue our streak of 
winning seasons and 
compete for the CCC 
title.

“Miami East has a 
strong veteran team and 
is the favorite in the 
Cross County Confer-
ence. Arcanum had a 
nice team last year and I 
look for them to improve. 
We also want to wrestle 
our best in the post-sea-
son and advance as many 
to districts and state as 
we can. Keringten Mar-
tin and Riley Richards 
are returning district 
qualifiers and both have 
goals of going further 
this season. We are all 
excited to get the season 
started.”

The team placed fifth 
out of 19 teams at sec-
tionals, with five district 
qualifiers (Lance Miller, 
Deron White, Keringten 
Martin, Riley Richards 
and Dolan Young), and 
10th out of 63 teams at 
districts, with two district 
placers – Lance Miller 
and Keringten Martin.

Miller qualified to 
state as a district cham-
pion and advanced to 
the championship bout 
– just the fifth time in 
school history that Cov-
ington has been repre-

sented in the state finals 
. He finished as a state 
runner-up with a one 
point loss.

The Buccs have now 
had at least one state 
placer in twelve of the 
past thirteen seasons. 
The Buccs lost a great 
group of seniors to gradu-
ation – state placer Lance 
Miller, district qualifiers 
Josh Sowers and Deron 
White, Ross Bowman, 
Luke Grieshop and Carl 
Lankford, but return a 
number of talented wres-
tlers.

Covington will be led 
by seniors Kyle Barga and 
Bryce Keiser, along with 
juniors Keringten Martin, 
Gavin McReynolds, Cody 
Nickels and Riley Rich-
ards. Martin is a return-
ing district placer while 
Richards is a returning 
district qualifier.

The sophomore class 
includes Austin Flick, 
Seth Iddings, Gage Kerri-
gan, Fletcher Metz, Dylan 
Staudt and Taylen Viney.

Rounding out the 
roster are freshmen Tren-
tin Alexander, Kellan 
Anderson, Grant Babylon, 
Hunter Clarkson, Duncan 
Cooper, Logan Lowe, 
David Robinson, Deacon 
Shields, Bryce Smith, 
Clayton Stephan, Gavin 
Swank and Cael Vander-
horst.

Covington looks for-
ward to competing with 

the mix of Division 1, 2 
and 3 teams that are on 
their schedule. The Buccs 
return to two prestigious 
mega-tournaments: the 
52-team GMVWA Holi-
day tournament and the 
38-team Lima Central 
Catholic (LCC) Invita-
tional.

They will also compete 
in the Northeastern, 
Versailles and Troy 
Invitationals. Covington 
will once again square 
off with some of the top 
dual-meet teams in the 
western part of the state, 
including Versailles, 
Eaton, Miami East and 
Coldwater. Additionally, 
the JV team will travel to 
some very competitive 
reserve meets including 
Versailles, Ben Logan, 
Sidney and Vandalia-
Butler.

Covington has three 
home duals and will once 
again host the Coving-
ton Duals tournament 
– which includes their 
Cross County Confer-
ence rivals, along with 
Lehman.

The Buccs will compete 
again in the OHSAA team 
dual meet tournament 
and then the Division III 
sectional tournament – 
whose participants have 
proven to be among the 
most successful among all 
divisions in Ohio at the 
state tournament over the 
past several years.

Vandershorst takes over as Covington wrestling coach

Aim Media Photo
Keringten Martin is back for the Covington wrestling team.
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COVINGTON — After a 
12-12 season, the Covington 
boys basketball team must 
replacce much of its scoring 
with the graduation of seniors 
Jayce Pond, Trevor Miller, 
Nathan Blei, Kenny Atkinson, 
Adam Lefeld and Tristin Sow-
ers.

But, Covington coach Matt 
Pond — entering his sixth 
season as coach — is excited 
about what lays in front of 
him.

Covington returns just two 
starters in 6-foot-4 senior 
Zach Parrett and 5-foot-7 
senior Jett Murphy.

Covington has three seniors 
who split time between JV 
and varsity last year in 6-0 
Braden Miller, 5-11 Nathan 
Lyle and 5-11 Bradley Wig-
gins.

Juniors moving up from 
a very successful JV team 
include 6-0 Tyler Fraley, 6-0 
Gray Harshbarger and 5-5 
Chad Yohey.

Making the move up from 
the freshman team is Andrew 
Cates and rounding out the 
roster are Ryan Gengler and 
Nick Risner, two seniors 
who haven’t played in several 
years.

“We have big expectations 
of Zach (Parrett) and Jett 
(Murphy), but we truthfully 
we have big expectations from 
all those guys,” Pond said. 
“The kids from the JV jumped 
in from the start of off-season 
and showed it is going to be 

leadership by committee and 
we are good with that. It is 
exciting to see how hard the 
kids have worked in the off-
season. These seniors were 
in seventh grade when I took 
over and it is exciting to see 
the way they have developed.”

While Pond has his team 
together earlier this season 
— because of Covington not 
being in the football playoffs 
— he would have preferred to 

see the Buccs make another 
playoff run.

“It is nice to have the kids 
(early), but not for the reason 
we have them (missing the 
playoffs),” Pond said. “I have 
always wanted any Bucc team 
in the fall to go as deep as 
they can in the tournament. I 
think success breeds success 
and it leads to a successful 
winter. Not that the football 
team wasn’t successful — it 

was. They just didn’t make 
the playoffs.”

Pond said the scoring will 
take care of itself.

“We always have a balanced 
attack,” Pond said. “We like to 
spread it around and this year 
will be no different.”

The Buccs will again mix 
things up at both ends of the 
floor.

“We want to take the break 
when it is there — and the 
secondary break,” Pond said. 
“But, we will be running our 
motion offense and some-
times that is difficult out of 
that offense. It comes down to 
how good a decisions the kids 
make. We are going to have to 
play good defense.

“We are going to have to 
mix things up. I don’t think 
we will be in any one defense 
for very long. We are going 
to play man and zone. We 
are going to have to press 
some. Again it comes down 
to who we are playing. We 
are going to do what we 
think we have to do to win 
that game.”

Parrett is the only true post 
player on the roster, which is 
just fine with Pond.

“Zach (Parrett) is 6-4,” 
Pond said. “After that, we 
have a lot of guys all around 
6-0, 6-1 and that is not nec-
essarily a bad thing. We are 
going to have to execute well 
at both ends of the floor and 
it gives us a lot of flexibility 
with our lineups and rota-
tions. We have a lot of athletic 
ability.”

Covington will be tested 

early and often with its non-
conference schedule.

“Our non-conference sched-
ule is very good,” Pond said. 
“You look at teams like Ver-
sailles, Anna, Coldwater and 
New Bremen. There is the 
holiday tournament in Piqua. 
It is a very good non-confer-
ence schedule.”

And the CCC games will be 
no different.

“I think there are a ton of 
good teams in the confer-
ence,” Pond said. “I have 
always felt this way about 
our conference. You have a 
lot of good coaches and very 
talented players. That leads to 
good teams.

“Bethel has a lot of kids 
back. Ansonia has almost 
everyone back. Arcanum has a 
lot of talent back. Miami East 
is always going to be tough 
and teams like Twin Valley 
South and Tri-Village are 
going to be in the mix every 
year. It is going to be another 
strong year in the confer-
ence.”

And it will prepare them for 
the D-IV sectional at Piqua, 
which as usual, will feature 
some of the best teams in 
D-IV.

“I love the Piqua sectional,” 
Pond said. “There are so 
many good teams there.”

And Pond — as always — is 
excited to see what the season 
will hold for his Covington 
team.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor 
for the Daily Call. He can be 
reached at (937) 451-3334.

Pond excited about young Covington team

Aim Media Photo
Jett Murphy drives to the basket in a game last season.

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com

COVINGTON — At 
the very least, the Cov-
ington girls basketball 
team and second-year 
coach Jim Meyer are a lot 
more comfortable than 
they were a year ago at 
this time.

Meyer took over the 
program less than a 
month before the season 
started and led the Lady 
Buccs to a 20-6 season 
and the D-IV district 
finals

“The thing that has 
been helpful is the pro-
cess, getting to know the 
players, coaching style 
expectations, we don’t 
have to deal with any of 
that,” Meyer said. “Main-
ly, we have been working 
a lot on conditioning and 
getting up and down the 
floor. The biggest thing 
right now is we are not 
real deep. We are going 
to have a lot of kids play 
a lot of minutes.”

Covington lost Lexie 
Long, Justice Warner, 
Addison Metz, Allison 
Angle and Kara Schaffer 
to graduation.

But, the Lady Buccs 
return some key players 
led by 5-7 junior Saman-
tha Whiteman, who led 
the Lady Buccs in just 
about every statistical 
category.

Whiteman had more 
than 200 rebounds, more 
than 100 assists, 75 steals 
and averaged 18.1 points 
per game.

Her point total of 469 
last season is third all-
time, behind Lynnette 
Roeth and Michelle 
Meyer.

“Sammi (White-
man) is a really special 

player,” Meyer said. “It 
is not a secret anymore. 
She led us in scoring, 
rebounding and assists 
last year.The thing is 
she is one of the hardest 
working players I have 
ever been around. She is 
a gym rat. “

Jordan Crowell, a 5-4 
senior, had 68 steals a 
year ago despite missing 
five games at the end of 
the season with a torn 
ACL and averaged 10.4 
points per game.

“Jordan (Crowell) is 
working on trusting her 
brace right now,” Meyer 
said. “I had that very 
same injury and the big-
gest thing is learning to 
trust the knee brace. Jor-
dan and I have had that 
conversation. Because, 
if you don[t trust your 
brace, you can ended 
being a little tentative. 
She has played well in the 
early going.”

Tori Lyle, a 5-6 senior 
post, had 130 rebounds 
and 30 steals a year ago. 
The stat sheet doesn’t 
really reflect her contribu-
tions to the team.

“We play Tori inside, 
even though she is 5-6,” 
Meyer said. “She is so 
technically sound, she 
plays a lot bigger than 
she is. She just does so 
many things for us. She 
does a lot of things that 
don’t show up in the 
scoreboard. She does all 
the little things that are 
so important.”

Two post players that 
return are 6-foot junior 
Lillian Hamilton and 5-11 
junior Lauren Christian.

“Lauren (Christian) 
is very athletic and has 
the size to play inside,” 
Meyer said. “She is not 
afraid to get physical and 

set a pick in there. And 
she is capable of stepping 
out and hitting a jumper. 
Lillian (Hamilton) is one 
of the few rim protectors. 
Most of my post play-
ers have been a little bit 
shorter. She is capable of 
setting a pick or stepping 
out and hitting a jumper 
at any time.”

Makenzie Long, a 5-9 
sophomore, is the final 
returning letterwoman, 
who got some valuable 
experience in the postsea-
son a year ago.

”She has stepped in 
and played very well 
for us early on,” Meyer 
said. “She has good size 
for a guard and she is 
very good shooter. She 
can step out and hit the 
jumper.”

Morgan Lowe, a 5-5 
sophomore, and 5-8 
sophomore Josie Crowell 
also figure to be in the 
rotation this year.

“Morgan (Lowe) has 
good quickness she is 
a good defender and 
aggressive,” Meyer said. 
“ Josie (Crowell) is a post 
player, but she can also 
step out and hit three.”

Also splitting time 
between JV and varsity 
will be 5-7 junior Leah 
Poling, 5-2 sophomore 
Brenna Miller, 5-6 sopho-
more Morgan Kimmel 
and 5-7 sophomore Haley 
Houshel.

“We only have 15 girls 
in the program total,” 
Meyer said. “So every-
body should get good 
playing time on both 
teams.”

The Buccs will mix 
things up at both ends of 
the floor.

“We are going to do 
what is necessary to win 
the game,” Meyer said. 
“There are games where 
we are going to feel like 
we need to slow the game 
down.

“There are going to 
be games where we are 
going to want to push the 
ball. We are going to mix 
up our defenses. We are 
going to do whatever it 
takes to win the game.”

Meyer knows the oppo-
nents focus will be White-
man every night out.

“There is no question 
that teams are going to 
put a lot of pressure on 
Sammi (Whitman),” 
Meyer said. “So that will 
be a key (finding other 
scorers). We also need to 
be able to create things 
for Sammi. To be able to 
do that, we need to run 
our offense.”

The Buccs will be test-
ed early on when D-III 
state runnerup Versailles 
hosts the Lady Buccs.

“The non-conference 
schedule is pretty tough,” 
Meyer said. “We have D-I 
Troy, D-IIs Greenville and 
Springfield Shawnee, we 
play Versailles You have 
Milton-Union, who beat 
us last year. Hopefully by 

playing these teams, we 
can get to where we can 
play at that level after see-
ing it.”

He expects the CCC to 
be equally challenging.

“I know Tri-Village lost 
three good players, but 
that is such a well-run 
program,” Meyer said. 
“You always have to look 
at them. Miami East has 
Morgan (Haney) back. 
They are going to be very 
good. You have Newton 
with Tatum McBride,

“Franklin Monroe had 
success last year with 
a strong group of fresh-
man. Twin Valley South, 
Tri-County North and 
National Trail are all 
teams that have every-

body back. So, it is going 
to be a battle every night 
in the CCC.”

Meyer says last year 
motivated his team.

“I think they got a taste 
of that (the tournament 
run last year) and every-
one was excited about 
that,” he said. “Of course, 
you would like to take 
the next step. But, that is 
such a tough sectional. It 
all comes down to your 
draw and how you play.”

The good news is the 
“getting to know you” 
process is out of the way.

Rob Kiser is Sports Edi-
tor for the Daily Call. He 
can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Covington girls look to build on last year’s success

Aim Media Photo
Sammi Whiteman is back for her junior season for Covington.
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CASSTOWN — It 
didn’t take Allen Mack 
long to count up how 
much varsity experience 
he had returning last 
season.

After all, it doesn’t 
take long to get to the 
number one.

One season after 
returning just one var-
sity letterwinner, how-
ever, the Miami East 
boys basketball team has 
completely flipped the 
script, returning 12 play-
ers with varsity experi-
ence this season.

“We’ve definitely got 
a lot of depth return-
ing,” Mack said. “It’s 
the complete opposite 
of the year before, when 
we had just Logan West 
returning with varsity 
experience. We certainly 
are going to miss him 
— he scored 492 points 
his senior season and 
averaged 20.5 points and 
10.4 rebounds per game. 
But we are excited to 
return 12 players who 
got game experience last 
year.

“We hope that experi-
ence and depth pays 
off this year. We’ve got 
pretty good quickness. 
We look to be more of 
a pressing team and 
use all 94-feet of the 
court — last year we 
were looking to grind 
it out and were more 
of a halfcourt-oriented 
team. I think you’ll prob-
ably also see the points 
distributed a little more 
evenly.”

In the backcourt for 
the Vikings will be 
junior Parker Heim and 
senior Dylan Hahn.

“Parker Heim came 
in last year and had a 
great game after Austin 
Rutledge got hurt in our 
upset win over Stivers 
last year,” Mack said. 
“Dylan Hahn handled a 
lot of our ball-handling 
duties last year.”

At the wings will be 
junior Justin Brown and 
senior Dalton Taynor 
will be at the wings.

“Justin Brown is a 
returning starter and a 
great all-around athlete,” 
Mack said. “He’s a three-
sport athlete and one of 
the fastest kids in our 
school. Dalton Taynor is 
another three-sport ath-
lete — he plays soccer, 
instead of football like 
Justin — who also has 
a lot of quickness and 
athleticism. He led the 
team in 3-point field goal 
percentage last season.”

Starting in the post 
for the Vikings will be 
seniors Austin Rutledge 
and Austin Kearns.

“Austin Rutledge 
started at point guard 
from most of the year 
last season,” Mack said. 
“He’ll move inside to the 
four-spot this year. A lot 
of NBA teams are using 
the four as more of an 
inside-outside threat — 
we are hoping we can do 
that with him this year. 
He can play forward and 
guard. Austin Kearns 
is a returning starter 
from last season. He’s a 
strong post player.”

Also seeing playing 
time for the Vikings this 
season will be junior 
post Ian Gengler, junior 
guard Colt Frazier, 
junior guard Wesley 
Sutherly, senior post 
Jack Runner, junior post 
Will Hudson II and soph-
omore post Brendon 

Bertsch.
“Jack Runner is a good 

outside shooter; he’s got 
a nice touch from the 
perimeter,” Mack said. 
“Will Hudson is another 
player with a good touch 
from the perimeter, but 
is also powerful inside. 
Ian Gengler is a strong 
kid and an excellent 
outside shooter. Those 
three guys will allow us 
spread the floor a little 
more. Colt Frazier and 
Wesley Sutherly are both 
good shooters.

“With so many guys 
returning with experi-
ence, we are going to 
rely on our depth. We’ll 
look to spread things 
around more — we 
won’t rely as much on 
one guy like Logan 
West or A.J. Hickman 
or Damien Mackesy 
the way we have in the 
recent past. We want 
to get as many guys as 
we can involved in the 
scoring. The kids are 
working hard and we are 
looking forward to the 
season.”

Girls Basketball
The Miami East girls 

basketball team was 
gassed up and ready to 
go last season.

All of that changed in 
the blink of an eye, how-
ever, when sophomore 
point guard Morgan 
Haney suffered a season-
ending injury shortly 
before the Vikings’ first 
game.

Haney is back and at 
100 percent this sea-
son — and “injury” has 
become a dirty word in 
Casstown.

“Don’t say that,” East 
girls basketball coach 
Bruce Vanover said. “It’s 
something we don’t even 
talk about around here.”

It’s hard to over-
estimate the impact 
losing Haney had on 
the Vikings, who still 
managed to go 13-12 
and reach the Division 
III sectional title game 
without her. As a fresh-
man, Haney scored 15.4 
points and dished out 
4.0 assists per game. 
She also set the school 
record for field goals in a 
single season with 154.

Vanover said her 
expected return, how-
ever, will go beyond just 
how many points she 
scores.

“I think Morgan makes 
the other players around 
her better,” he said. 
“And I don’t say that 
to be disrespectful the 
other girls on the team. 
But Morgan is the type 
of player you may get 
to coach once or twice 
in your entire career. 
Last year, for example, 
Haley Howard saw a lot 
of double-teams. That’s 
probably not going to 
happen this year with 

Morgan back. And if 
teams are going to focus 
on Morgan, that’s going 
to free things up for the 
other girls on the team.

“It’s not just Morgan’s 
scoring that’s going to 
make us a better team, 
but also her passing abil-
ity. She’ll get her points, 
but the other girls will 
also get more points 
because of her ability to 
get them the ball.”

Of course, Haney is 
just one part of what will 
be a Vikings team loaded 
with experience.

Joining Haney in the 
backcourt will be senior 
Bailey Miller. They’ll be 
backed up by sophomore 
Gabrielle Hawkins, who 
ran the point guard 
in place of Haney as a 
freshman last season.

“Bailey Miller is a 
four-year letterwinner 
who was one of our lead-
ing scorers last season,” 
Vanover said. “It’s going 
to be nice having her 
and Morgan in the back-
court together. Then 
we’ve also got Gabrielle 
Hawkins, who had to 
take over at point guard 
last season as a fresh-
man and led us to the 
sectional finals. So we 
feel pretty good about 
things back there.”

At the wing will be 
senior Kaitlyn Mack, 
daughter of Miami East 
boys coach Allen Mack. 
Junior Maria Staton also 
could see time there.

“Kaitlyn Mack is a 
kid who goes non-stop,” 
Vanover said. “She 
plays great defense and 
deflects a lot of balls. 
She’s really active and 
has a good basketball 
upbringing. After she 
was born, she was prob-
ably in a gym a few days 
after she got out of the 
hospital. Maria Staton 
is a nice player who is 
more of a three, but 
could also rotate in at 
the two if we need her.”

Sophomore Camryn 
Miller will play power 
forward for the Vikings.

“She’s another one 
who saw some varsity 
time as a freshman,” 
Vanover said. “She’s got 
a nice inside-outside 
game. She can post up 
and is good around the 
bucket, but she can also 
shoot the 3-pointer. 
She’s almost like hav-
ing a fourth guard out 
there.”

Returning in the post 
will be the 6-foot-1 
senior Howard, another 
four-year varsity let-
terwinner. She already 
holds the school’s career 
record for blocked shots 
and has the first- and 
second-highest single-
season rebounding 
totals. Backing her up 
will be senior Mikayla 
Schaffner.

“Haley Howard has 

kind of quietly set some 
pretty impressive school 
records,” Vanover said. 
“She broke the school 
record for rebounds 
in a career set by Car-
rie Chivington — and 
you know what kind of 
player she was. If Haley 
has the kind of season 
we expect her to, she 
should also become the 
school’s all-time leading 
rebounder. That also 
puts her in some pretty 
impressive company. 
Mikayla is a move-in 
from Piqua who played 
volleyball in the fall and 
has fit right in with our 
team. She’ll be a nice 
addition.”

Rounding out the 
roster for the Vikings 
will be sophomore guard 
Emily Adkins, senior 
guard Anna Jacomet 
and junior post Whitley 
Gross.

“We’ve got great 
depth,” Vanover said. 
“We are excited. This 
is a fun group to be 
around. They play well 
together and they get 
along. We’ve got a lot of 
experience, obviously, 
and we are hoping that 
pays off for us this sea-
son.”

Swimming
Last season, Meredith 

Richters became the first 
Miami East swimmer 
to qualify for the state 
meet. Now a senior, the 
Viking will attempt to 
get back to that level 
along with a host of 

other teammates.
Richters will be joined 

by seniors Lindsey 
Yingst, Rachael Hodge, 
Bridey Logan and Hailey 
Baker, junior Samantha 
Flores, sophomore Paige 
Blauvelt and freshman 
Annie Richters. Mean-
while, three-year let-
terman senior Jackson 
Tucker returns to lead 
the boys team along 
with junior Brayden 
Reddick and newcomers 
senior Gavin Trabert, 
junior Erik Austerman 
and freshmen Caden 
Richter and Daniel 
Tucker.

Wrestling
Miami East returns a 

pair of three-time state 
placers and one of the 
most intriguing new-
comers in the state.

Leading the way for 
the Vikings will be 
senior Alex Isbrandt 
(138), a three-time state 
placer and last year’s 
state runner-up, and 
senior Graham Shore 
(132), also a three-
time state placer and a 

third-place finisher the 
last two years. Senior 
Zane Strubler (145) is a 
two-time state qualifier. 
Sophomore Kaleb Nick-
els (126) qualified for 
state last year. Juniors 
Matt Welker (182) and 
Brenden Dalton (220) 
both were state alter-
nates last season. Senior 
Travis Ferguson returns 
at 152.

New to the team will 
be freshmen Garrett 
Kowalski (113) and 
Olivia Shore (106). The 
younger Shore has won 
multiple girls national 
championships and was 
a member of the girls 
cadet world team.

“The team is cur-
rently ranked fifth in the 
state,” Miami East coach 
Mark Rose said. “We are 
looking to have a really 
strong year with a good 
mix of young and old 
wrestlers.”

Contact David Fong at 
dfong@aimmediamid-
west.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Miami East boys basketball 
will feature plenty of depth
Miami East swimming, wrestling returns state qualifiers

Aim Media Photo
Austin Kearns returns for the Miami East boys basketball team.

Aim Media Photo
Kaitlyn Mack returns for the Miami East girls basketball team.
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Aim Media Photo
State placer Graham Shore returns for the Miami East wrestling team.
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By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

PLEASANT HILL — 
Newton athletic director 
Gavin Spitler did his due 
diligence in searching 
high and low for a new 
boys basketball coach.

In the end, however, 
Spitler found the best 
answer staring back at 
him when he looked in 
the mirror.

“The big thing the 
administration wanted 
was to make sure we had 
consistency within the 
program,” said Spitler, a 
standout player at New-
ton who will take over as 
head coach this winter. 
“They wanted someone 
who was going to be here 
and be able to put the 
time in.”

The Indians have had 
four different boys basket-
ball coaches in the past 
10 years. Spitler hopes 
that by taking over a pro-
gram so near and dear to 
his heart, he can stop that 
trend and be a steadying 
force on a team that went 
7-16 last season.

Spitler brings plenty of 
coaching experience to 
the job, having coached 
AAU, junior high school, 
junior varsity and varsity 
basketball for both boys 
and girls.

“It’s exciting for me, 
because basketball has 
always been such a big 
part of my life,” Spitler 
said. “When I became 
athletic director and 
assistant principal here, 
though, I wanted to focus 
on that part of my life. 
When this (boys varsity) 
job became open, it didn’t 
even cross my mind to 
coach. I wasn’t even an 
option. But then my wife 
said something to me 
about coaching and one 
thing led to the next.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for me. I have basi-
cally lived here my whole 
life. I did go away to col-
lege and we lived in Troy 
for seven years, but we 
just built a house here (in 
Pleasant Hill) last year. 
I’m excited and happy to 
do this. I think we have 
the type of talent here to 
build a strong program.”

For Spitler, it’s been 
a whirlwind getting to 
know that talent better 
and put his offensive 
and defensive systems in 
place, but so far he likes 
what he’s seen.

“I feel like the kids have 
worked hard all summer 
and fall to get ready,” 
he said. “This is a good 
group that will put in the 
effort and learn. It’s a big 
learning curve right now, 
because everything is 
new, but we’ve got a lot 
of athletes. We still have 
to get everything figured 
out. We’re taking things 
one day at a time and try-
ing to implement things 
slowly.”

The Indians will field a 
relatively young team this 
season, as they return 
just one starter and two 
additional letterwinners 
from last season. Junior 
Ryan Mollette started at 
point guard for Newton 
last season and will again 
run things on offense this 
season. He’ll be joined in 
the backcourt by return-
ing letterwinners Treg 
Jackson and Nash Lavy, 
the only two seniors on 
the roster.

“It’s always good to 
have guards with experi-
ence,” Spitler said. “The 
skill sets those guys have 
help us out a lot. They 
will be a tremendous 
asset to this team.”

Junior Chet Jamison 
also could see increased 
time at guard this season.

“Chet played some var-
sity as a sophomore and 
has improved quite a bit 
from last year,” Spitler 
said. “Having four guards 
really helps us out when 
we are getting into our 
stuff.”

In the front court, the 
Indians will be inexpe-
rienced and small, with 
its tallest player standing 
6-feet tall. Junior Char-
lie Walker, sophomore 
Kleyson Wehrley, junior 
James Whittaker, junior 
Enon Weaver and sopho-
more Ethan Cook all will 
see time at the wings 
and post positions for 
the Indians. Freshman 
Andrew Whittaker also 
will see varsity playing 
time this season.

“We do lack size, but 
we are pretty athletic,” 
Spitler said. “Obviously 
we are going to have to 
relay on that. Most every 
team we play this year is 
going to be bigger than 
us.”

So far, Spitler said he 
likes what he sees from 
this team.

“What we are looking 
for is the boys to keep 
working at it,” he said. 
“We’ve got good athletes. 
We need them to play effi-
ciently and keep working 
hard.”

Girls Basketball
PLEASANT HILL — 

The Newton girls basket-
ball team spent a lot of 
time on the outside look-
ing in last season.

Way too much looking, 
not nearly enough doing, 
as far as coach Steve Fisher 
is concerned.

The Indians were often 
content to pour in points 
from the perimeter last 
season. It certainly was 
a successful formula, as 
Newton went 17-8 for its 
third-winning season in a 
row, something that has 
never happened before 
in school history. Still, 
though, Fisher knows if his 
team wants to take things 
to the next level, it will 
have to get more out of its 
post players this season.

“We have got to get 
our inside people more 
involved this season,” he 
said. “We just have to.”

Fisher — who will be 
coaching his 41st year of 

basketball figures he has 
the players to do just that. 
Senior Anna Wolfe, along 
with juniors Madison 
Hildebrand and Malory 
Dunlevy will be the Indians 
first-three options in the 
post.

“We get Dunlevy back; 
we lost her to a concus-
sion in January,” Fisher 
said. “That forced us into 
some mistmatches. She’s a 
strong inside player. Wolfe 
was a full-time starter for 
us last year. She worked 
hard in the summer and 
fall and we expect her to 
be a better player inside. 
Hildebrand has the poten-
tial to be an outstanding 
post player. Size we don’t 
have, but length we do. We 
feel like we have got to get 
more scoring out of our 
post players.”

Of course, if there 
should come times when 
things aren’t working their 
way through the post to 
Fisher’s satisfaction, he still 
has the option of going to 
the most-decorated girls 
basketball player in school 
history in his backcourt.

Tatum McBride — the 
leading scorer in school 
history — returns to run 
the point for the Indians 
for one final season before 
heading off to Lenoir-
Rhyne University in North 
Carolina to play college 
basketball. In addition to 
being the leading scorer 
in school history, she also 
holds the school’s career 
record in assists. Fisher 
will count on her not only 
to score points, but to get 
all of her teammates more 
involved — something he 
said she excels at doing.

“She’s everything you 
want in a point guard,” 
Fisher said of McBride. 
Winning is the first thing 
on her mind. If that means 
getting her teammates 
more involved, she will do 
that. If that means we need 
her to score points, she will 
do that. She’s a very consis-
tent player. She’s not going 
to force things. Obviously 
she’s going to play a huge 
role on this team. I don’t 
think that’s a big secret. 
But if teams are going to 
focus solely on her, she can 
find other ways to get her 
teammates involved and 
beat you.”

Joining McBride in the 

backcourt will be senior 
Macy Flanary, another 
returning starter for the 
Indians.

“You always feel pretty 
good about returning three 
full-time starters,” Fisher 
said. “Flanary is another 
kid we hope will step up 
and help out with the scor-
ing this year. She’s another 
kid who has worked hard.”

At the wings will be 
some combination of 
sophomore Brooke Deeter, 
senior Rachel Kirk, junior 
Michaela Kirk and senior 
Treanna Lavy.

“That’s a toss-up right 
now,” Fisher said. “One of 
our big goals is to get that 
figured out, because we 
lost both of our wings from 
last year.”

Seniors Hannah Bean 
and Brittany Oburn, along 
with juniors Ally Weaver 
and Lexi Oburn, will round 
out the roster for the Indi-
ans.

“Some of our kids are 
better on offense, some are 
better on defense,” Fisher 
said. “It might be ‘coach’s 
choice’ each night — we’ll 
try to match up with other 
teams in ways that give 
us the best chance to win 
games. We feel pretty good 

about things. We’ve got 
a lot of experience back, 
which always helps.”

Bowling 
In the program’s sec-

ond season, the Newton 
bowling team is hoping 
to expand on last year’s 
inaugural performance.

“Our goal is to be com-
petitive in every match — 
hopefully even win a few 
of them,” Newton coach 
Eric Schindler said. “We’d 
also like to have at least 
one individual qualify for 
districts.”

Back for the boys 
team is senior Cory 
Rowe, with senior Noah 
Weaver, junior Rick Land-
wehr, sophomore Will 
Yoder and freshmen Jon 
Maxwell and Brendan 
Rademachir joining the 
team. The girls, mean-
while, return seniors Jal-
ynn Mead ad Emily Shel-
labarger and junior Anna 
Baker, with junior Alicia 
Dunning and freshman 
Avery Hartman joining 
the team.

Contact David Fong at 
dfong@aimmediamid-
west.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Spitler takes over as Newton boys coach

McBride back for Newton girls; bowling team enters second season

Aim Media Photo
Ryan Mollette (left) returns for the Newton boys basketball team.

Aim Media Photo
Newton’s Tatum McBride returns after breaking the school scoring record a year ago.

Aim Media Photo
Cory Rowe returns for the Newton bowling team.
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By Bryant Billing
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HOUSTON — Mark 
Platfoot enters his first 
year as Houston’s boys 
basketball coach and 
is hoping to lead an 
improved group this 
season.

Platfoot, who graduat-
ed from Jackson Center 
in 2002, has many new-
comers to work with. 
The Wildcats return 
four players from last 
season’s varsity roster, 
including two starters. 
Houston finished 3-20 
overall and 1-11 in the 
Shelby County Athletic 
League last season.

“We have only two 
seniors and not a ton of 
experience, but the guys 
have been very coach-
able,” Platfoot said.

Houston’s two seniors 
both are returning varsi-
ty players. Caleb Sluss, a 
6-foot-2 senior forward, 
is a returning starter. 
James DiLullo, a 6-1 
senior forward, is a key 
returnee who came off 
the bench last season.

The Wildcats also 
return junior Howie 
Ludwig. Ludwig, a 6-0 
junior guard/forward, 
averaged 9.3 points 
and four rebounds per 
game last season. Junior 
forward John Leist is 
another key returnee.

Key newcomers for 
Houston this season 
include Brennan Arnold 
(6-1 sophomore guard), 
Jarion Douglas (6-1 
sophomore post), Tristin 
Freistuhler (5-8 junior 
guard) and Wyatt Mohler 
(5-10 junior forward).

“We are working every 
day to get better with 
each practice,” Platfoot 
said. “The players have 
been working really hard. 
Our expectation as a 
team is to compete each 
and every night.”

The Wildcats SCAL 
slate is strong out of the 
gate. Houston travels to 
Russia to open the sea-

son and hosts Anna on 
Dec. 8.

“The league is going 

to be very good again, 
and we are going to 
have to out-work teams 

if we are going to be 
successful,” Platfoot 
said.

Houston also has 
several nonconference 
opponents expected 

to be strong, includ-
ing Troy Christian and 
Lehman Catholic

Platfoot takes over as Houston boys coach

Aim Media Photo
Howlie Ludwig (white jersey) returns for the Houston boys basketball team.

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

HOUSTON — Hous-
ton’s girls basketball team 
returns nearly all of its 
varsity roster from last 
season and is looking for 
improvement after an 8-15 
overall finish and a 3-9 
finish in Shelby County 
Athletic League play last 
year.

Brad Allen, who’s 
entering his third season 
as the Wildcats’ coach, 
is optimistic about the 
team’s prospects heading 
into the season. Allen said 
the team doesn’t lack for 
experience and or leader-
ship but needs to be more 
consistent and to avoid 
injuries as the season pro-
gresses.

“I’m really excited about 
the players we have in 
the program this year,” 
Allen said. “We have four 
seniors returning that 
will provide outstanding 
leadership and experience. 
In addition, we have five 
juniors on our varsity ros-
ter, Out of our nine play-
ers, six of them recorded 
quality minutes last year.”

Three of the seniors are 
returning starters: Sarah 
Monnier, Rebekah New, 
and Morgan Ely. Monnier, 
a 5-foot-10 post player, 
led the team with 6.5 
rebounds per game last 
season.

“Sarah was SCAL hon-
orable mention last year 
and is a versatile player 
who can play both the post 
and the wing,” Allen said. 
“I am looking for Sarah 
to contribute. She has the 

potential to lead our team 
in scoring, rebounding and 
defending stats.

New is a 5-9 wing guard, 
and Ely is a 5-5 point 
guard.

“Rebekah is also a versa-
tile player in that she’ll be 
called upon to play some 
post on occasion,” Allen 
said. “She is aggressive 
and has an offensive mind-
set about her. Morgan is 
very quick and has very 
good defensive skills, and 
her offense continues to 
be consistent and improv-
ing.”

Senior post player 
Chare Jeffries started on 
JV last year, and Allen said 
he expects she’ll play a lot 
off the bench.

“Our seniors have come 
with tremendous positive 
attitudes,” Allen said. 
“There is no complacency 
with these seniors as they 
all have shown this pre-
season that they want to 
improve from last year in 
all aspects of their game.”

Junior post Jess Mon-
nier and junior guard 
Hayden Riesenbeck round 
out the team’s starting 
lineup. Monnier led the 
team with eight points per 

game last season, while 
Jess Monnier led the team 
in steals (1.6) and blocks 
(one) per game.

“Jess was SCAL honor-
able mention last year and 
can defend, rebound and 
score and should compete 
in a lot of offensive and 
defensive categories,” 
Allen said. “Hayden adds 
a lot of athleticism to our 
team and is one of our 
better passers and defend-
ers.”

Other key returnees 
off of last season’s varsity 
squad are 5-4 junior guard 
Hollie Voisard and 5-5 
junior wing Addie White.

“Hollie is very quick, 
tenacious and very scrap-
py. She’ll also run point 
for us,” Allen said. “Addie 
is progressing offensively, 
and she hustles and is a 
very good defender.”

Junior post Katelynn 
Garber is a key newcomer 
according to Allen, and he 
said she brings a positive

attitude to practice 
every day.

Allen said the program 
has eight freshman who 
will start the season on 
junior varsity, and some 
could

Allen returns for his third season as Houston girls coach

Aim Media Photo
Sarah Monnier is back for the Houston girls basketball team. O
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By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

RUSSIA — The Shelby 
County Athletic League 
title has run through Rus-
sia with regularity. The 
Raiders, which have won 
the SCAL title the last 
two years, will try to stay 
in the league race after 
losing three starters off 
of last year’s squad 18-6 
squad.

Several new players 
won’t be the only thing 
that looks different for 
Russia on the court this 
season. Spencer Cordon-
nier, who returns for his 
third season at the helm 
of the boys program, has 
installed a new motion 
offense.

“Everyone is working 
very hard and trying to 
learn a new offense,” 
Cordonnier said. “It’s 
going to take some time 
to adjust to. …We feel 
this will put a very com-
petitive lineup out on the 
floor. We will just have to 
find the right combina-
tions to go with.”

Russia returns two 
starters in Jack Dapore 
and Daniel Kearns. 
Dapore, a 6-foot-3 senior 

guard, averaged 10 points 
per game last year in 
addition to two assists 
and two steals a game. 
Kearns, a 6-5 junior 
power forward, led the 
team with six rebounds 
per game.

“We are going to 
be looking for a lot of 
leadership from Jack to 
lead this inexperienced 
group,” Cordonnier said. 
“We will look to Jack 
as well as Daniel on the 
offensive end of the floor 
with their experience.

“We want balanced 
scoring across the board 
and will have to find 
some other guys that can 
score. We will get there, 
but it’s just going to take 
some time.”

Hunter Cohee, a 6-4 
senior center, returns 
this season after coming 
off the bench last year. 
Seniors Dion Puthoff (6-0 
guard) and Carter Stueve 
(6-3 senior center) also 
program returnees after 
playing junior varsity last 
season.

The Raiders have a host 
of new players that Cor-
donnier said could make 
an impact on varsity: 
Evan Monnier (5-9 junior 

point guard), Jordan York 
(6-2 junior guard), Carter 
Francis (6-1 junior guard) 
and Mason Dapore (5-10 
sophomore guard).

Cordonnier, who 
coached the girls team 
for four years before tak-
ing over the boys squad, 
said the team’s defensive 
intensity should remain 
despite new players and a 
new offensive scheme.

The Raiders’ man-to-
man defense has been 
tough for opponents 
to score on, which has 
helped in their SCAL title 
campaigns the last two 
years. Opponents man-
aged to score more than 
50 points against Russia 
twice in 12 conference 
games last year.

“We have defended 
very well in the past, and 
I don’t look for that to 
change at all,” Cordonnier 
said. “If we compete at 
both ends of the floor, we 
will be fine.”

Aside from the Raiders’ 
tough conference slate, 
they have big nonleague 
matchups against Ver-
sailles, Marion Local and 
St. Henry on the sched-
ule.

Russia boys will look to continue success

Aim Media Photo
Russia’s Daniel Kearns gets off a shot last season.

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

RUSSIA — Russia’s 
girls basketball team 
won a Division IV dis-
trict title last season and 
lost in a regional semi-
final against Minster. 
The Raiders will try for 
a longer tournament run 
this season with several 
key returning players.

“We hope to continue 
to get better through-
out the year so we are 
playing our best late in 

the season and into the 
tournament,” third-year 
coach Andy Timmerman 
said.

Though the Raiders 
are without guard Maria 
Herron, who was named 
the Shelby County Ath-
letic League player of the 
year last year, they return 
three starters.

Laurissa Poling head-
lines the group of return-
ing starters. Poling, a 
6-0 junior forward, aver-
aged 10.5 points, eight 
rebounds and two blocks 

per game last season.
Seniors Whitney Plei-

man and Cameo Wilson 
also return. Pleiman, a 
5-4 guard, averaged two 
assists and two steals per 
game a year ago. Other 
key returnees include 
junior guards Jenna Cor-
donnier and Shea Borch-
ers.

Among the key new-
comers are 5-9 sopho-
more forward Jessica 
York and 5-7 freshman 
guard Ashley Scott.

“We have a solid core of 
players coming back from 
last year, and we expect 
some others to compete 
and find their new roles 
on varsity,” Timmerman 
said.

The Raiders, who were 
21-6 overall and finished 
second in the SCAL 
with a 9-3 record, have 
a strong nonconference 
schedule that includes 
Versailles, Tri-Village and 
Minster.

Russia girls hope for 
long tournament run

Aim Media Photo
Russia’s Cameo Wilson drives to the basket last season
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By Kyle Shaner
kshaner@aimmediamidwest.
com

BRADFORD – Brad-
ford’s girls basketball 
team will look to uti-
lize its speed and ath-
leticism this season.

The Railroaders 
have some big holes to 
fill this season as they 
lost three starters to 
graduation – Mandi 
Bates, Ally Booker and 
Olivia Hart. Bates led 
Bradford with 18.0 
points per game last 
season while Hart and 
Booker were third and 
fourth among Bradford 
players with 3.3 and 
3.1 points per game, 
respectively.

Bradford’s top 
returning scorer is 
senior point guard 
Chelsea Gill, who was 
second on the team 
last season with 4.5 
points per game while 
also contributing 2.2 
rebounds and 1.4 
assists per contest.

The Railroaders’ 
other returning starter 
is senior forward 
Brooke Fair, who is 
Bradford’s top return-
ing rebounder after 
pulling down 4.6 
boards a game last sea-
son. She also averaged 
2.2 points a game.

Fair and Gill are two 
of six players who are 
in contention for start-
ing roles this season.

Senior guard Han-
nah Fout, freshman 
guard Emma Canan, 
freshman guard/post 
Skipp Miller and 
junior post Bianca 
Keener also are in 
the mix for starting 
spots. Keener averaged 
2.6 points and 4.4 
rebounds a game last 
year while Fout con-
tributed 1.5 points and 
1.1 rebounds a game.

Senior post player 
Ivee Brubaker, 
who last year had 
0.7 points and 1.5 
rebounds a game, will 
be one of the Railroad-

ers’ key players off the 
bench.

With this collection 
of players, Bradford 
girls basketball coach 
Patrick McKee sees an 
athletic bunch that will 
be able to play more 
up-tempo on offense 
and defense this sea-
son.

“We have focused 
a lot on defense and 
have always been a 
primary man defense,” 
McKee said. “We will 
look to apply more 
pressure this year and 
use our athleticism 
and speed more often. 
We have some good 
pieces offensively but 
will still need to rely 
on playing selfless 
team ball on offense 
and sharing the ball to 
the open player will be 
a goal of ours.”

This year the Rail-
roaders don’t have a 
player like Bates, who 
last year led Darke 

County in scoring, so 
they’ll rely on team 
basketball and a more 
balanced scoring 
attack.

“We have girls who 
are willing to fill 
whatever role they are 
given for that night,” 
McKee said. “We do 
not have a primary 
player that can carry 
the workload, but we 
have a lot of girls who 
are able to contribute. 
Our teamwork as a 
whole has been good 
to this point.”

To be successful 
Bradford will need 
to improve its com-
munication and get all 
of its players working 
together, McKee said.

“This team will 
need to work on gell-
ing together as we 
are putting a lot of 
pieces together that 
are not used to playing 
together in the past,” 
he said.

Bradford girls 
basketball will be 
young, athletic

Call File Photo
Bianca Keener returns for the Bradford girls basketball team.
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By Kyle Shaner
kshaner@aimmediamidwest.com

VERSAILLES – Three 
starters return for the 
Versailles boys basketball 
team this season as the 
Tigers look to defend 
their Midwest Athletic 
Conference champion-
ship.

Versailles has some big 
offensive weapons as its 
three returning starters 
were the Tigers’ leading 
scorers last year. Justin 
Ahrens led the team with 
23.4 points per game, his 
twin brother AJ Ahrens 
was second with 10.1 
points per game, and 
Keaton McEldowney was 
third on the team with 
8.4 points per game. 
Those three are now 
seniors as is Versailles’ 
fourth returning varsity 
letterman, Kyle Jones.

While Versailles has 
some strong players 
returning, it also has 
some big holes to fill. The 
Tigers lost Sam Barga, 
Connor Custenborder, 
Austin Knapke and Alex 

Wendel to graduation and 
lost Cole Niekamp as he 
gave up basketball this 
year to focus on baseball 
and his future collegiate 
baseball career.

To replace those play-
ers, Jones is projected 
to move into a starting 
guard spot alongside 
McEldowney and junior 
Evan Hiestand is project-
ed to move into a starting 
forward spot alongside AJ 
Ahrens. Justin Ahrens, an 
Ohio State commit, can 
play a number of posi-
tions including guard or 
forward.

Senior guard/forward 
Noah Richard and junior 
forward Carter May also 
could work their way 
into the starting lineup 
for Versailles or play key 
roles off the bench.

Junior guard Andrew 
DeMange and sophomore 
guard Michael Stammen 
also will be key contribu-
tors coming off the bench 
for Versailles.

Rounding out the var-
sity roster, Versailles has 
sophomore Ryan Martin, 

sophomore Dakoda Naf-
tzger and sophomore 
Austin Toner.

With several new play-
ers to incorporate this 
season, Versailles is work-
ing to get players up to 
speed on learning the 
offense and offensive sets 
along with improving its 
team chemistry. Swank 
sees ball movement, team 
speed and team defense 
as strengths of this year’s 
team.

Last year Versailles 
went undefeated in the 
MAC then reached the 
regional semifinals of the 
Ohio High School Ath-
letic Association tourna-
ment, losing to eventual 
state runner-up Roger 
Bacon to finish the sea-
son with a 25-2 record.

The Tigers expect to 
have another strong sea-
son this year and will gar-
ner statewide attention as 
a contender for the Divi-
sion III championship.

“Our goal is to compete 
for a MAC title and make 
a long run in the tourna-
ment,” Swank said.

Versailles boys ready 
to defend MAC title

Dale Barger/Aim Media Photo
Versailles’ Justin Ahrens dunks the ball in a game last season.

By Kyle Shaner
kshaner@aimmediamidwest.com

VERSAILLES – Four 
starters from last year’s 
state runner-up squad 
will return to the lineup 
this season for the Ver-
sailles girls basketball 
team.

The Tigers fell just 
short of the Ohio High 
School Athletic Asso-
ciation Division III 
state championship in 
March, losing 56-54 to 
Gilmour Academy. The 
Tigers lost six players 
to graduation from that 
team – Brynna Blakeley, 
Bailey Huffman, Emily 
Langenkamp, Kami Ord-
ing, Clair Schmitmeyer 
and Camille Watren – 
but they return a lot of 
talent.

Kami McEldowney, 
a four-year starter at 
point guard, returns for 
her senior season with 
the Tigers. Last year 
she led the team with 
13.6 points per game 
and also added 3.3 
assists and 2.6 rebounds 
a game.

Senior Ellen Peters, 
who also was a starting 
guard for Versailles a 
year ago, also returns for 
the Tigers. She averaged 
3.0 points, 2.0 rebounds 
and 1.5 assists last year.

Junior Elizabeth Ord-
ing is back after starting 
at forward last season 
when she averaged 7.8 
points and 3.9 rebounds 
a game.

Danielle Winner, 
another four-year varsity 
player for Versailles, 
returns to man the other 
forward position. Last 
season she led Versailles 
with 5.0 rebounds per 
game and also contrib-
uted 8.7 points per con-
test.

The lone starter Ver-
sailles has to replace this 

year is Camille Watren, 
who averaged 5.5 points 
per game as a guard last 
season before shining 
in the state tournament 
with 11 points in the 
2017 state championship 
game.

Versailles will look to 
senior Hailey McEld-
owney plus sophomores 
Danielle Kunk and Cait-
lin McEldowney to fill 
the void at guard this 
season.

At forward, the Tigers 
have senior Mallory 
Marshal and sophomore 
Lindsey Winner provid-
ing depth again this 
year after seeing varsity 
action last season. Mar-
shal averaged 2.9 points 
and 1.2 rebounds a game 
last year while Lindsey 
Winner contributed 4.0 
points and 2.3 rebounds 
a game.

With her team, Ver-

sailles head coach Jacki 
Stonebraker likes the 
balance of guards and 
forwards. She’s also 
encouraged by her 
team’s senior leadership.

“(They) have been 
playing together for a 
long time,” Stonebraker 
said.

The biggest hurdle 
Versailles will face, at 
least early in the season, 
is a lack of practice time 
because of the school’s 
state championship run 
in volleyball. Many of 
the Lady Tiger basket-
ball players – including 
all four returning start-
ers – were part of the 
volleyball team that won 
the OHSAA Division III 
state championship less 
than two weeks ago.

“Late start to the 
season with the long 
volleyball tournament 
run so chemistry will 

be a struggle early on,” 
Stonebraker said.

But as Versailles gains 
experience, the Tigers 
will be one of the state’s 
most closely watched 
teams as they seek their 
fourth state final four 
appearance in the past 

five years – having won 
the Division III state 
title in 2015 and finish-
ing as the state runner-
up in 2014 and 2017.

To get ready for 
another long tourna-
ment run, Versailles will 
be tested in the always 

tough Midwest Athletic 
Conference.

“(I’m) excited for the 
season to start,” Stone-
braker said. “It’s going 
to be another tough year 
in the MAC, which hope-
fully will make us strong 
for postseason.”

Versailles girls ready for another big year

Mike Ullery/Call Photo
Versailles’ Kami McEldowney drives to the basket during last year’s 
tournament run.

Mike Ullery/Call Photo
Ellen Peters goes up for two points for Versailles in last year’s D-III regional final win.
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Customer Service, and we have a genuine 
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Tom Martin, Owner
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GOOD LUCK AREA TEAMS!

PIQUA 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 1, WAPAKONETA
Dec. 8, at Vandalia-Butler
Dec. 9, at Milton-Union
Dec. 12, TIPPECANOE
Dec. 15, SIDNEY (varsity 

only)
Dec. 19, at Greenville
Dec. 28, BIG CLASSIC
Dec. 29, BIG CLASSIC
Jan. 5, at Trotwood-Madison
Jan. 6, ST. MARYS
Jan. 9, at West Carrollton
Jan. 13, at Elida
Jan. 19, NORTHMONT
Jan. 23, at Fairborn
Jan. 26, TROY
Jan. 27, STEBBINS
Jan. 30, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Feb. 2, at Tippecanoe
Feb. 6, XENIA
Feb. 9, at Sidney
Feb. 13, GREENVILLE
Feb. 16, at Troy

Girls Basketball
Nov. 24, at Fairlawn
Nov. 26, at Troy Christian
Dec. 2, at Bellefontaine
Dec. 4, at Urbana
Dec. 6, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Dec. 9, TIPPECANOE
Dec. 15, SIDNEY
Dec. 16, GREENVILLE
Dec. 20, at Troy
Dec. 28, at Graham
Jan. 3, TROTWOOD-

MADISON
Jan. 6, WEST CARROLLTON
Jan. 10, at Xenia
Jan. 17, at Northmont
Jan. 20, FAIRBORN
Jan. 22, BETHEL
Jan. 24, at Stebbins
Jan. 27, at Vandalia-Butler
Jan. 31, at Tippecanoe
Feb. 3, at Sidney
Feb. 7, at Greenville
Feb. 10, TROY

Boys/Girls Bowling
Nov. 21, NEWTON
Nov. 28, at Miamisburg
Dec. 9, at GWOC Preseason
Dec. 13, TROTWOOD-

MADISON
Dec. 14, WEST CARROLLTON
Dec. 16, at WSU Collegiate 

Challenge
Dec. 19, STEBBINS (boys 

only)
Dec. 20, STEBBINS (girls 

only)
Dec. 21,, XENIA
Jan. 4, FAIRBORN
Jan. 5, at Tippecanoe
Jan. 9, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Jan. 15, at Pioneer Classic
Jan. 19, at Sidney
Jan. 20, at Pirate Challenge
Jan. 22, at Greenville
Jan. 23, GREENVILLE
Jan. 25, at Troy
Jan. 29, at Vandalia-Butler
Feb. 1, TIPPECANOE
Feb. 6, SIDNEY
Feb. 7, MIAMISBURG
Feb. 13, TROY
Feb. 17, at GWOC Postseason

Boys/Girls Swimming 
Dec. 8, at Troy, 6 p.m.
Dec. 9, at Vandalia-Butler 

Invitational
Dec. 16, MIAMI EASt
Jan. 6, at Sidney
Jan. 20, at Miamisburg
Jan. 27, at GWOC North
Feb. 1, at GWOC Finals
Feb. 3, at Carroll Invitational

Wrestling
Dec. 8-9, at Edgewood 

Invitational
Dec. 13, at Wayne Tri
Dec. 20, at Sidney (with JH)
Dec. 29-30, at West 

Jefferson Invitational
Jan. 5-6, at Fairfield 

Invitational
Jan. 10, WAYNE/

TECUMSEH/STEBBINS
Jan. 26-27, at Ben Logan 

Invitational
Feb. 3, at Washington Courth 

House Invitational
Feb. 9-10, at GWOC
Feb. 16, at Greenvillle Quad

BRADFORD 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 1, MIDDLETOWN 

CHRISTIAN

Dec. 2, at Fairlawn
Dec. 5, RIVERSIDE
Dec. 8, at Miami East
Dec. 15, COVINGTON
Dec. 16, MIAMI VALLEY 

SCHOOL
Dec. 19, at Bethel
Dec. 22, at Ansonia
Jan. 2, at Marion Local
Jan. 5, TRI-VILLAGE
Jan. 9, NEWTON
Jan. 12, at Mississinawa 

Valley
Jan. 19, FRANKLIN MONROE
Jan. 20, PARKWAY
Jan. 27, at Temple Christian
Feb. 2, at Arcanum
Feb. 3, at Lehman Catholic
Feb. 6, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Feb. 9, at Tri-County North
Feb. 10, at Newton
Feb. 13, HOUSTON
Feb. 16, NATIONAL TRAIL

Girls Basketball
Nov. 24, at Annie Oakley 

tournament
Nov. 25, at Annie Oakley 

tournament
Nov. 30, ANSONIA
Dec. 4, at Covington
Dec. 7, BETHEL
Dec. 9, NEWTON
Dec. 16, MIAMI EAST
Dec. 19, NORTHRIDGE
Dec. 21, at National Trail
Dec. 28, TRI-COUNTY 

NORTH
Jan. 4, at Twin Valley South
Jan. 6, ST. HENRY
Jan. 9, at Fairlawn
Jan. 11, ARCNAUM
Jan. 13, at Houston
Jan. 18, at Franklin Monroe
Jan. 25, MISSISSINAWA 

VALLEY
Jan. 30, at Brookville
Feb. 1, at Newton
Feb. 6, at Lehman Catholic
Feb. 8, at Tri-Village
Feb. 15, RIVERSIDE

COVINGTON 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 8, FRANKLIN MONROE
Dec. 9, VERSAILLES
Dec. 12, at Newton (varsity 

only)
Dec. 15, at Bradford
Dec. 16, ANNA
Dec. 19, ARCANUM
Dec. 22, TWIN VALLEY 

SOUTH
Dec. 28, at BIG Classic
Dec. 29, at BIG Classic
Jan. 2, at Milton-Union
Jan. 5, at Tri-County North
Jan. 9, at National Trail
Jan. 12, MIAMI EAST
Jan. 13, at New Bremen
Jan. 19, FAIRLAWN
Jan. 20, HOUSTON
Jan. 26, at Bethel
Feb. 2, ANSONIA
Feb. 3, at Coldwater
Feb. 6, at Tri-Village
Feb. 9, NEWTON
Feb. 16, at Mississinawa 

Valley

Girls Basketball
Nov. 24, at Houston
Nov. 25, FAIRLAWN
Nov. 30, at Twin Valley South
Dec. 2, at Versailles
Dec. 4, BRADFORD (JV is 

two quarters)
Dec. 7, at Arcanum
Dec. 12, at Newton (varsity 

only)
Dec. 18, at Franklin Monroe 

(JV is two quarters)
Dec. 21, MISSISSINAWA 

VALLEY
Dec. 27, SPRINGFIELD 

SHAWNEE
Dec. 30, at Troy
Jan. 4, TRI-VILLAGE
Jan. 8, at Milton-Union
Jan. 11, at Ansonia
Jan. 13, BETHEL
Jan. 16, at Russia
Jan. 18, GREENVILLE
Jan. 20, NEWTON
Jan. 25, at Miami East
Jan. 27, JACKSON CENTER
Feb. 1, NATIONAL TRAIL
Feb. 8, TRI-COUNTY NORTH

Wrestling
Dec. 1-2, at Northeastern 

Invitational
Dec. 5, VERSAILLES
Dec. 16, at Versailles 

Invitational
Dec. 20, MIAMI EAST
Dec. 27-28, at GMVWA 

Holiday
Jan. 6, at Troy Invitational
Jan. 10, COVINGTON QUAD
Jan. 18, at Coldwater tri
Jan. 24, OHSAA Team Duals
Jan. 26-27, at LCC 

Invitational
Feb. 3, EATON
Feb. 10, COVINGTON DUALS

HOUSTON 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 1, at Russia
Dec. 8, ANNA
Dec. 9, FRANKLIN MONROE
Dec. 15, at Botkins
Dec. 16, ANSONIA
Dec. 19, FAIRLAWN
Dec. 22, at Fort Loramie
Dec. 29, at Minster
Jan. 5, JACKSON CENTER
Jan. 6, at Troy Christian
Jan. 12, RUSSIA
Jan. 13, at Newton
Jan. 19, at Anna
Jan. 20, at Covington
Jan. 23, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Jan. 26, BOTKINS
Jan. 30, at Fairlawn
Feb. 2, FORT LORAMIE
Feb. 3, RIVERSIDE
Feb. 10, at Mississinawa 

Valley
Feb. 13, at Bradford
Feb. 16, at Jackson Center

Girls Basketball
Nov. 24, COVINGTON
Nov. 28, at Russia
Nov. 30, at New Bremen
Dec. 2, ANNA
Dec. 5, at New Knoxville
Dec. 9, at Botkins
Dec. 11, TRI-VILLAGE
Dec. 16, FAIRLAWN
Dec. 21, at Fort Loramie
Dec. 28, at Lehman Catholic
Jan. 6, JACKSON CENTER
Jan. 8, at Franklin Monroe
Jan. 11, RUSSIA
Jan. 13, BRADFORD
Jan. 16, RIVERSIDE
Jan. 18, at Anna
Jan. 20, BOTKINS
Jan. 25, at Fairlawn
Jan. 29, at Newton
Feb. 1, FORT LORAMIE
Feb. 5, MISSISSINAWA 

VALLEY
Feb. 8, at Jackson Center

LEHMAN CATHOLIC 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 1, JACKSON CENTER
Dec. 2, NEWTON
Dec. 15, at Marion Elgin
Dec. 16, at Lima Central 

Catholic
Dec. 20, at Minster
Dec. 22, WAYNESFIELD-

GOSHEN
Dec. 28, at BIG Classic
Dec. 29, at BIG Classic
Jan. 5, RIVERSIDE
Jan. 6, at Parkway
Jan. 12, at Upper Scioto 

Valley
Jan. 13, MISSISSINAWA 

VALLEY
Jan. 19, HARDIN NORTHERN
Jan. 20, SIDNEY
Jan. 23, at Houston
Jan. 26, at Ridgemont
Feb. 2, at Anna
Feb. 3, BRADFORD
Feb. 9, LIMA PERRY
Feb. 10, MIAMI EAST
Feb. 16, at Temple Christian
Feb. 17, at Fairlawn

Girls Basketball  
(Partial Schedule)
Nov. 25, SIDNEY
Nov. 28, LEGACY CHRISTIAN
Nov. 30, CATHOLIC 

CENTRAL
Dec. 14, MARION ELGIN
Dec. 18, at Fairlawn
Dec. 21, at Waynesfield-

Goshen
Dec. 28, HOUSTON
Jan. 6, NEW KNOXVILLE
Jan. 11, UPPER SCIOTO 

VALLEY
Jan. 18, at Hardin Northern
Jan. 25, RIDGEMONT
Jan. 30, at Troy Christian
Feb. 1, at Anna
Feb. 3, ARCANUM
Feb. 6, BRADFORD
Feb. 8, at Lima Perry

Feb. 10, INDIAN LAKE

Wrestling
Dec. 9, at Lancer Invitational
Dec. 16, at Versailles 

Invitational
Dec. 23, at Parkway 

Invitational
Jan. 6, at Plymouth 

Invitational
Jan. 10, at Trotwood-

Madison
Jan. 13, at Lima Invitational
Jan. 26-27, at Ben Logan 

Invitational
Feb. 10, at Covington Duals

MIAMI EAST 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 1, NORTHWESTERN
Dec. 2, at West Liberty-

Salem
Dec. 8, BRADFORD
Dec. 9, GRAHAM
Dec. 15, at Arcanum
Dec. 16, MILTON-UNION
Dec. 19, at Twin Valley South
Dec. 22, TRI-COUNTY 

NORTH
Dec. 29, at Versailles
Jan. 5, NATIONAL TRAIL
Jan. 6, RIVERSIDE
Jan. 12, at Covington
Jan. 13, TROY CHRISTIAN
Jan. 19, BETHEL
Jan. 20, ANNA
Jan. 26, at Ansonia
Jan. 27, at Fairlawn
Feb. 2, TRI-VILLAGE
Feb. 6, at Newton
Feb. 9, MISSISSINAWA 

VALLEY
Feb. 10, at Lehman Catholic
Feb. 16, at Franklin Monroe

Girls Basketball
Nov. 24, at Skeeter Classic
Nov. 25, at Skeeter Classic
Nov. 29, TIPPECANOE
Nov. 30, at Tri-County North
Dec. 2, at West Liberty-

Salem
Dec. 7, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Dec. 9, VERSAILLES
Dec. 14, ARCANUM
Dec. 16, at Bradford
Dec. 21, FRANKLIN MONROE
Dec. 23, at Troy
Dec. 30, ANNA
Jan. 4, NEWTON
Jan. 8, URBANA
Jan. 11, at Tri-Village
Jan. 13, ANSONIA
Jan. 18, at Bethel
Jan. 25, COVINGTON
Jan. 27, at Fort Loramie
Jan. 30, at Mississiawa 

Valley
Feb. 8, at National Trail
Feb. 10, NORTHWESTERN

Swimming/Diving
Dec. 2, at Bellbrook 

Invitational
Dec. 9, at Greenon 

Invitational
Dec. 16, at Piqua
Dec. 17, at Wayne
Jan. 6, at Shawnee 

Invitational
Jan. 13-14, at Southwest 

Classic
Jan. 18, at Troy Christian tri
Jan. 20, at Tippecanoe
Jan. 27, at Waynesville
Feb. 3, at Carroll Invitational

Wrestling
Dec. 2, at Findlay Duals
Dec. 13 at Vandalia Quad
Dec. 16, at Tippecanoe 

Invitational
Dec. 19, at Versailles
Dec. 20, at Covington
Dec. 27-28, at Medina 

Invitational
Jan. 3, MECHANICSBURG
Jan. 6, at Troy Invitational
Jan. 13, at Western Brown 

Invitational
Jan. 17, NORTHWESTERN
Jan. 24, OHSAA Team Duals
Jan. 26-27, at LCC 

Invitational
Jan. 31, TECUMSEH
Feb. 2, at Beavercreek
Feb. 10, at Covington Duals

NEWTON 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 2, at Lehman Catholic
Dec. 5, at Russia
Dec. 8, ANSONIA
Dec. 12, COVINGTON 

(varsity only)
Dec. 15, at Tri-Village
Dec. 16, LEGACY CHRISTIAN
Dec. 19, at Milton-Union
Dec. 22, MISSISSINAWA 

VALLEY
Jan. 5, FRANKLIN MONROE

Jan. 6, BOTKINS
Jan. 9, at Bradford
Jan. 12, ARCNAUM
Jan. 13, HOUSTON
Jan. 19, at Twin Valley South
Jan. 20, at Fairlawn
Jan. 26, TRI-COUNTY 

NORTH
Jan. 30, at Dixie
Feb. 2, at National Trail
Feb. 6, MIAMI EAST
Feb. 9, at Covington
Feb. 10, BRADFORD
Feb. 16, at Bethel

Girls Basketball
Nov. 24, at Milton-Union
Nov. 30, at Mississinawa 

Valley
Dec. 4, RUSSIA
Dec. 9, at Bradford
Dec. 12, COVINGTON 

(varsity only)
Dec. 14, TRI-VILLAGE
Dec. 16, at Ansonia
Dec. 21, BETHEL
Dec. 28, FAIRLAWN
Dec. 30, at Dixie
Jan. 4, at Miami East
Jan. 8, at Tri-County North
Jan. 11, NATIONAL TRAIL
Jan. 18, TWIN VALLEY 

SOUTH
Jan. 20, at Covington
Jan. 23, NORTHWESTERN
Jan. 25, at Arcanum
Jan. 29, HOUSTON
Feb. 1, BRADFORD
Feb. 3, at Marion Local
Feb. 8, at Franklin Monroe
Feb. 10, GRAHAM

Boys/Girls Bowling
Nov. 21, at Piqua
Nov. 27, at Miami Valley
Nov. 29, at Tippecanoe
Dec. 4, VALLEY VIEW
Dec. 14, LIMA SHAWNEE
Dec. 18, at Legacy Christian
Jan. 6, at Miamisburg 

Invitational
Jan. 16, LEGACY CHRISTIAN
Jan. 18, at Valley View
Jan. 23, TIPPECANOE
Jan. 29, MIAMI VALLEY

RUSSIA 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 1, HOUSTON
Dec. 2, at St. Henry
Dec. 5, NEWTON
Dec. 8, at Jackson Center
Dec. 9, at Arcanum
Dec. 16, at Riverside
Dec. 18, ANNA
Dec. 22, at Botkins
Dec. 27, MINSTER
Dec. 29, FAIRLAWN
Jan. 5, at Fort Loramie
Jan. 12, at Houston
Jan. 19, JACKSON CENTER
Jan,. 27, VERSAILLES
Jan. 30, at Anna
Feb. 2, BOTKINS
Feb. 3, at Ansonia
Feb. 9, at Fairlawn
Feb. 10, DELPHOS 

JEFFERSON
Feb. 16, FORT LORAMIE
Feb. 17, at Marion Local

Girls Basketball
Nov. 24, SIDNEY
Nov. 28, HOUSTON
Dec. 2, at Jackson Center
Dec. 4, at Newton
Dec. 9, at Marion Local
Dec. 12, NEW KNOXVILLE
Dec. 16, ANNA
Dec. 21, at Botkins
Dec. 23, MINSTER
Dec. 30, VERSAILLES
Jan. 4, FAIRLAWN
Jan. 6, at Fort Loramie
Jan. 9, at St. Marys
Jan. 11, at Houston
Jan. 16, COVINGTON
Jan. 18, JACKSON CENTER
Jan. 22, TRI-VILLAGE
Jan. 25, at Anna
Feb. 1, BOTKINS
Feb. 3, at Fairlawn
Feb. 6, at Arcanum
Feb. 8, FORT LORAMIE

VERSAILLES 
Boys Basketball
Dec. 2, CELINA
Dec. 8, Delphos St. John’s
Dec. 9, at Covington
Dec. 12, at Chaminade-

Julienne
Dec. 15, at New Bremen
Dec. 23, TIPPECANOE
Dec. 27, at Anna
Dec. 29, MIAMI EAST
Jan. 5, PARKWAY
Jan. 6, at Franklin Monroe
Jan. 9, FORT LORAMIE
Jan. 12, at Marion Local
Jan. 14, vs. Sidney

Jan. 16, at Lima Central 
Catholic

Jan. 19, FORT RECOVERY
Jan. 26, at Minster
Jan. 27, at Russia
Feb. 2, NEW KNOXVILLE
Feb. 6, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Feb. 9, at St. Henry
Feb. 16, at Coldwater
Feb. 17, GREENVILLE

Girls Basketball
Nov. 24, at Tri-Village 

tournament
Nov. 25, at Tri-Village 

tournament
Nov. 30, COLDWATER
Dec. 2, COVINGTON
Dec. 5, at Arcanum
Dec. 7, at Delphos St. John’s
Dec. 9, at Miami East
Dec. 14, NEW BREMEN
Dec. 16, at Lima Bath
Dec. 23, FORT LORAMIE
Dec. 28, at Anna
Dec. 30, at Russia
Jan. 4, at Parkway
Jan. 6, TIPPECANOE
Jan. 11, MARION LOCAL
Jan. 18, at Fort Recovery
Jan. 20, CELINA
Jan. 25, MINSTER
Jan. 30, WEST LIBERTY-

SALEM
Feb. 1, at New Knoxville
Feb. 8, ST. HENRY
Feb. 10, JACKSON CENTER

Boys Bowling
Nov. 11, at Minster Singles 

Tournament
Nov. 18, vs. Wapakoneta
Nov. 25, vs. Lima Shawnee
Nov. 28, vs. Russia
Dec. 2, at Kickoff Classic
Dec. 8, TROY
Dec. 9, vs. Mississinawa 

Valley
Dec. 16, MINSTER
Dec. 23, vs. Marion Local
Dec. 30, vs. Ansonia
Jan. 6, vs. St. Henry
Jan. 11, vs. Fort Loramie
Jan. 13, COLDWATER
Jan. 15, at Pioneer Classic
Jan. 27, vs. New Bremen
Feb. 3, vs. Fort Recovery
Feb. 10, Rolloffs

Girls Bowling
Nov. 11, at Minster Singles 

Tournament
Nov. 18, at Celina
Nov. 25, vs. Lima Shawnee
Dec. 2, at Kickoff Classic
Dec. 8, TROY
Dec. 9, vs. Ansonia
Dec. 16, COLDWATER
Dec. 23, vs. Fort Recovery
Dec. 30, at Minster
Jan. 6, vs. New Bremen
Jan. 13, MISSISSINAWA 

VALLEY
Jan. 15, at Pioneer Classic
Jan. 27, vs. Russia
Feb. 3, vs. Fort Loramie
Feb. 10, Rolloffs

Swimming
Dec. 1, at Tippecanoe tri
Dec. 2, at Celina Sprint Meet
Dec. 9, at Trotwood 

Invitational
Dec. 15, at Greenville Tri
Dec. 16, at Vandalia-Butler 

Invitational
Dec. 30, at Lima Holiday 

Invitational
Jan. 6, at Jay County 

Invitational
Jan 13-14, at Southwest 

Classic
Jan. 20, at Bellbrook
Jan. 27, at Coldwater 

Invitational
Feb. 3, at Tippecanoe Relay 

Meet

Wrestling
Dec. 2, at McCracken Duals
Dec. 5, at Covington
Dec. 7, at Centerville Tri
Dec. 12, at Greenville
Dec. 16, VERSAILLES DUALS
Dec. 19, MIAMI EAST
Dec. 23, at Parkway 

Invitational
Dec. 27-28, at GMVWA 

Holiday
Jan. 4, at Bellefontaine Tri
Jan. 6, at Valley View 

Invitational
Jan. 9, at Brookville 

Invitational
Jan. 12-13, at Oregon Clay 

Invitational
Jan. 18, at Vandalia-Butler
Jan. 20, at Comet Classic
Feb. 3, at Mac Double Dual
Feb. 13, TIPPECANOE

Winter Sports Schedules


