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It’s a draw! What brings folks to the fair
By Belinda M. Paschal
bpaschal@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — Rain has dampened things 
in the past few years, but organizers are 
hoping Mother Nature will have mercy 
on them when the fair comes to town 
during the week of Aug. 11-17, bringing 
an assortment of attractions, both old 
and new.

There will be returning favorites like 
the truck and tractor pulls, livestock 
scramble, and harness racing in the 
stadium, and of course, the stadium con-
cert, which takes place on Sunday, Aug. 
13, and will feature Chris Lane, along 
with special guest, Miami County’s own 
Clark Manson.

“It’s going to be a great concert with 
two great artists,” fair board member 
Roberta Jacobs said. “Especially with 
Clark Manson being a local guy who 
everybody likes to hear, and Chris Lane 
is really going up the charts; a lot of 
good things are happening for him and 
he’s building up momentum.”

Tickets are still available for the con-
cert, with track seats costing $20 and 
stadium seats costing $15.

As usual, the entertainment tent will 
be a “happening” place, according to fair 
manager Jill Wright. A favorite draw to 
the tent, located on the midway, is the 
Gospel Fest, which will begin at 1 p.m. 
Aug. 13, and end with a group sing-along 
featuring the Pinnacle Ridge Band.

“It’s always busy,” Wright said of the 
Entertainment Tent.

If you like to monkey around, there 

will be a new feature at the fair that’s 
right up your alley. Sunshine Monkey 
Shine out of eastern Tennessee will stroll 
the grounds, educating and entertaining 
fair-goers on Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, Aug. 11-13. “People can get photos 
with them and pet them,” Wright said.

Sunshine Monkey Shine’s family con-
sists of five monkeys. They have been 
donated for various reasons, ranging 
from retired organ grinder monkeys, 
unsuccessful pets, and some have even 
been retired from laboratories. There are 

two different types of monkeys, including 
a new baby Capuchin named Silly Willy.

Both Wright and Roberts expressed 
enthusiasm for another new attraction, 
the First Bite fishing tanks, which will be 
on the grounds throughout the duration 
of the fair.

“It’s hands-on fishing, catch-and-
release,” Wright explained. “It will teach 
people how to fish, about different parts 
of the fishing reels, and it’s open every 
day, all day long.”

Sunshine 
Monkey 
Shines will 
provide 
entertainment 
for crowds 
at the Miami 
County Fair.

Check out the new exhibit of popular chainsaw 
carvings and art that will be on display and ready 
for purchase.

Provided photos
Set for opening day — Aug. 11 — KOI drag racing is anticipated to be a popular attraction at the Miami 
County Fair. The action begins at 7 p.m.

See dRAW | 3
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By Belinda M. Paschal
bpaschal@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — Just like 
the delicacies made by 
the Candy Man of song, 
entries in the Miami 
County Fair’s Best of 
Show baked goods auc-
tion are heavenly cre-
ations that seem to be 
dipped in dreams.

Cakes, cookies, cup-
cakes, candies, breads, 
pies and other mouth-
watering treats will 
abound at the auction, 
which will be held at 
noon Saturday, Aug. 12, 
outside the Art Hall.

“Close to 20 items will 
be auctioned off, in both 
youth and adult classes,” 
said Nick Shellenberger, 
chairman of the Art Hall 
and baked goods com-
mittees.

Shellenberger gave 
a virtual laundry list 
of categories that will 
be featured in the auc-
tion, including, but not 
limited to: decorated 
cakes, buttercream cakes, 
brownies, decorated 
cupcakes, fondant cakes, 
iced cakes, non-iced 

cakes, candies, candy 
platters, cookie platters, 
refrigerated pies, quick 
breads and cheesecake, 

as well as items baked 
with honey and sweets 
baked with maple syrup.

“We will also have 

Strawberry day, which 
will be broken down into 
six different classes,” 
Shellenberger said. “The 

recipe has to involve 
strawberries; it can be 
cake, cookies, or what-
ever.”

Shellenberger has been 
involved with the Best of 
Show auction for about 
five years.

“It’s been getting a 
little bigger every year,” 
he said. “The first year 
I did it, about 30 people 
came, and last year, we 
had about 60.”

Though some buyers 
opt to take their boun-
ties home, others have 
chosen to donate such 
items as decorated cakes 
back so they can be on 
display for the remainder 
of the fair, Shellenberger 
said.

Shellenberger also 
noted that the Best of 
Show auction is a fund-
raiser for the Art Hall.

“The Art Hall includes 
all the artwork, sewing 
and the baked goods. 
Seventy-five percent of 
what the auction brings 
in goes back to the 
exhibitor and 25 percent 
goes to the Miami Coun-
ty Agricultural Society 
for the benefit of the Art 
Hall.”

Reach Belinda M. Paschal at (937) 
451-3341

Life is sweet at baked goods auction

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Fair-goers bid on baked goods during the Best of Show baked goods auction at the 2016 Miami County Fair. Here, Scott Pence auctions 
Samantha Hall’s pig cake to buyer Jean Wilhelm.

Roberts added, “I’m really excited 
about it. It will be teaching young and 
old alike proper fishing techniques. It’s 
educational and fun.”

Roberts said she also expects the Aug. 
11 KOI drag racing to be a big draw, 
with two-wheel and four-wheel drive 
vehicles, modified trucks, buggies and 
more. “We’re really looking forward to 
that,” she said.

Overall, though, the pair agreed that 
the fair’s number one attraction tends to 
be the livestock shows.

“The junior fair kids have worked 
hard — some year-round — and people 
get to see the horses, sheep, goats, pigs 
and poultry,” Wright said. “That’s a big 
thing.”

And that’s what the fair is really all 
about, Roberts said — the youth. “It’s 
about the youth showing their projects, 
and showcasing our youth and their hard 
work throughout the year.”

Reach Belinda M. Paschal at (937) 451-3341

From page 2

Draw
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By Cecilia Fox
cfox@aimmediamidwest.com

MIAMI COUNTY — Music lovers 
won’t leave the Miami County Fair 
disappointed, with opportunities 
to see great local bands and up and 
coming Nashville stars.

According to fair board member 
Roberta Jacobs, visitors in search of 
a show will find just about anything 
from gospel to country and a little 
bit of rock ‘n’ roll — if they can’t 
find something they like, they’re not 
looking hard enough.

“There is something for everyone 
to enjoy and of course the youth of 
Miami County will be showcasing 
their projects which they have worked 
on all year,” Jacobs added.

Visitors will find one of those 
young Miami County natives, Clark 
Manson, on stage with this year’s fair 
headliner, Chris Lane, at the annual 
concert on Sunday, Aug. 13.

Lane, who’s been busy touring with 
Florida Georgia Line’s Smooth Tour 
this year, put out “Girl Problems” in 
2016. That album produced two Top 
20 hits — “Fix” and “For Her” — 
with a combined 64 million streams 
on Spotify. Additionally, Lane — 
known for his energetic live shows — 
was nominated for Best New Country 
Artist at the 2017 iHeartReadio 
Music Awards and New Male Vocalist 
of the Year at the 2017 ACM Awards.

Covington native Manson, who has 
performed for three years at Country 
Concert in Fort Loramie, will join 
Lane Sunday night. He released his 
independent debut album “Runnin’ 
With The Night,” which appeared on 
Billboard’s Top 5 Heatseeker Chart, 
while his “I’m On It” EP went Top 10 
on iTunes Country as an independent 
artist. Manson’s last single “Track 
9” was featured on the Spotify “New 
Boots” play list, Music Row radio 
stations and Sirius XM The Highway.

The fair also showcases plenty of area 
talent, including ReFlektion — twin 

County fair offers variety of shows

Provided photos
Catch local band Rum River Blend at the 2017 Miami County Fair.

Twin brothers from Piqua, Jared and Justin Younce, will perform Friday night at the fair.

EnTERTAInMEnT  
TEnT SCHEDulE
Friday, Aug. 11
12 p.m. — Opening Ceremonies
3 p.m. — Jr. Fair Royalty Competition
7 p.m. — ReFlektion
Saturday, Aug. 12
1 p.m. — Spittin Image
7 p.m. — Triple Nickle Band
Sunday, Aug. 13
1 p.m. — Gospel Fest
Monday, Aug. 14
12 p.m. — Ronald McDonald
1 p.m. — Mike Hemmelgarn Comedy 
Juggler & Ventriloquist
7 p.m. — Hidden Assets
Tuesday, Aug.15
7 p.m. — Seventh Street Band
Wednesday, Aug. 16
12 p.m. — Golden Anniversary Luncheon
4 p.m. — Veteran’s Ceremony
7 p.m. — Rum River Blend
Thursday, Aug. 17
7 p.m. — Sugar Grove Bluegrass BandSee SHOWS | 11
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Staff Reports

TROY — In Nashville, the 
joke is that it takes 10 years 
to build an overnight sensa-
tion. The joke is mostly true. 
Just like every rule, there 
are exceptions and there is 
fate. Enter Clark Manson, the 
handsome young boy from 
Covington, Ohio… The picture 
of the Heartland - wholesome, 
all-American and as fate would 
have it, the closest thing to an 
overnight sensation this indus-
try has seen.

At 150 shows per year 
nationwide, the 25-year-old hit 
the ground running headlin-
ing shows as well as opening 
for acts like Brett Eldredge, 
Chase Rice, Tyler Farr, Cole 
Swindell, Easton Corbin, Old 
dominion and more.

When Clark isn’t on stage, 
the ORCA Coolers Pro-Staffer 
— who will open this year’s 
Miami County Fair concert 
on Sunday, Aug. 17 — brings 
his lyrics to life on a boat, 
beach or lake seeking the next 
adventure. With a national Jag-
ermeister sponsorship, a good 
time isn’t difficult to find.

The “3 Wishes” singer’s tal-
ent speaks for itself with his 
newest release by hit-making 
producer, Luke Wooten (Brad 
Paisley, dierks Bentley, Chris 
Stapleton). Unlike many of 
his peers whose talents come 
from a long line of musicians 
or who are schooled at their 
grandpa’s knee, Clark’s parents 
educated him in music appre-

ciation. After realizing their 
toddler had memorized all the 
words to “Achy Breaky Heart,” 
they began hauling their son 
to every local music experi-
ence possible.

“There’s a really big music 
festival just north of where I 
grew up called Country Con-
cert in Ft. Loramie, Ohio,” 
Clark remembers. “Every sum-
mer since I was a little kid, 
my parents took me up there. 
But when I was 5-years-old, 
my parents surprised me and 
took me to see George Strait 
because I was in love with 
him. We didn’t have a lot of 
money, so we were in the nose-
bleed section.

“But ever since then I want-
ed to be George Strait.”

His parents continued the 
gift of music with a guitar for 
their 9-year-old.

“I think they thought I’d 
play for a while then put it 
down, but I didn’t,” he laughs. 
“I taught myself to play, and 
by the time I was 12-years-
old I could play ‘Knockin’ on 
Heaven’s door,’ and those 

first three-chord songs people 
learn.”

Clark reveals that being a 
singer wasn’t on his agenda 
at first. He smiles and offers 

that he considered a career as 
a trap shooter, but he wasn’t 
that good. He laughs again 
when he confesses he wasn’t a 
“guitar god” either.

This is where passion set 
in… that deep passion for 
music and the innate ability 

Homegrown favorite to open concert
Clark Manson 
to take stage at 
annual event

Provided photo
Homegrown talent Clark Manson, a native of Covington, will open the Sunday, Aug. 13 concert for fair-goers.

HOW TO 
PuRCHASE 
TICKETS
Tickets for the Sunday, 
Aug. 13 concert can be 
purchased online at www.
miamicountyohiofair.com or 
by calling the office between 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Wednesday-
Friday, or in person at the 
office from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday-Friday.
Ticket prices are $15 reserved 
stadium seat and $20 track 
standing tickets. There is a 
$2 per ticket processing fee 
when paying by credit card. 
Admission to the fair, again this 
year at $5 per person, must be 
purchased to enter the concert.

See FAVORITE | 13
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Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
larry Kinder helps set-up the Cove Spring Grange booth next to the Staunton, Monroe, and Pomona Grange, which supports the three granges inside the Horticulture Hall at the Miami County Fairgrounds at the 
2015 Miami County Fair. Cove Spring Grange, Staunton Grange and Monroe Grange always welcomes new members.
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RELAX,
We’ll take it from here!

CERTIFIED

“We offer the finest in collision repair 
and Customer Service and we have a 
genuine interest in you and your vehicle!”

- Tom Martin (Owner)

15 N. Kings Chapel Drive
Troy, Ohio 45373
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By Cecilia Fox
cfox@troydailynews.com

MIAMI COUNTY — In between con-
certs, tractor pulls and livestock shows, 
don’t forget to stop by the Horticulture Hall 
for a little educational fun.

The horticulture hall will be jam-packed, 
as always, with displays of Miami County-
grown fruits, vegetables, and more, but it 
will also provide demonstrations and educa-
tional exhibits from The Ohio State Univer-
sity Extension and Master Gardeners for 
fair-goers of all ages.

According to Amanda Bennett, Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program Coordinator 
and OSU Extension educator, the Master 
Gardeners have been working on the con-
cept for the fair since last fall.

The theme this year is “Gardening with 
Wildlife,” which will offer tips and tricks for 
attracting and repelling wildlife, including 
pollinators.

“It’s a focus on native plants and wild-
life,” Bennett said.

New this year are hourly seminars each 

afternoon of the fair, including composting, 
growing backyard fruit, pruning, butterfl y 
and hummingbird attraction, herb and suc-
culent gardening, and even butter making, 
Bennett said.

These talks will take place at the west 
entrance of the building.

“Everything from having a black gar-
den — like fl owers that are really dark — 
bulbs, composting, vermicomposting with 
worms,” Bennett listed.

There will also be plenty of activities 
geared towards kids and families, like 
healthy eating tips, bird feeder building and 
more.

“We’ll also have stuff about drug preven-
tion in light of the drug epidemic in this 
county and state,” she said.

On Thursday, families should stop by to 
check out the blender bike, Bennett recom-
mended. It’s a bicycle pedal-powered blend-
er that helps kids learn about healthy eat-
ing. Samples will be provided, she added.

The Master Gardeners will also be 
available in the hall from 1-7 p.m. daily to 
answer gardening questions.

Master Gardeners to off er tips on attracting wildlife
SEMInAR SCHEDulE
Saturday, Aug. 12
Noon — Drug Prevention Tips for 
Families: Health People, Healthy 
Relationships, Alisha Barton
2 p.m. — Native plants, Pete Holmes
3 p.m. — Bulbs, Phyllis Dawkins
4 p.m. — Gardening on the Dark Side, 
Randi Simon Serey
Sunday, Aug. 13
Noon — Surprise session, check tent for 
details
1 p.m. — Raising Backyard Fruit, Amanda 
Bennett
2 p.m. — Composting, George and Kate 
Sweetman
3 p.m. — Surprise session, check tent for 
details
4 p.m. — 4-H Agriscience activities, 
Demetria Woods
Monday, Aug. 14
Noon — Bugs: Friend or Foe? Amanda 
Bennett
1 p.m. — What’s on Your Plate? Healthy 
vegetables, sampling and more, Alisha 
Barton
4 p.m. — Fun with Worms: 

Vermicomposting, Amy Welborn
Tuesday, Aug. 15
Noon — Herbs, Elaine Richards
1 p.m. — Pruning Practices, Dan Post and 
John Montgomery
2 p.m. — How to Become a Master 
Gardener, Stephanie Ours
3 p.m. — Choosing Plants to Attract 
Butterfl ies, Joanie Gutermuth
4 p.m. — Simply Succulents, Barb Hiser
Wednesday, Aug. 16
Noon — How to Plant Most Anything, 
Dave Pinkerton
1 p.m. — What’s in Your Medicine 
Cabinet? Alisha Barton
2 p.m. — Surprise session, check tent for 
details
3 p.m. — Basics of Tree ID, Amanda 
Bennett
4 p.m. — Raised Bed Gardening, Deb 
Keppel
Thursday, Aug. 17
Noon — 4-H Agriscience activities, 
Demetria Wood
1 p.m. — Butter Making, Amanda Bennett
2 p.m. — Bonus sessions, stop by and 
see what’s happening
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Recycle Your Empty 
Bottles & Cans
At The Fair!

Want to learn more about recycling at home?
Visit www.miamicountyrecycles.org.

Free Paper Shredding
October 21st, 8am - 12pm

Miami County Fairgrounds
Free, secure on-site paper shredding.

Miami County residents only. 
All paper will be recycled.

Four boxes maximum per resident, please.
41009069

Look For The
Blue Stands

Located Throughout
The Fairgrounds!

By Sam Wildow
swildow@dailycall.com

MIAMI COUNTY — A new addition 
to the Miami County Fair this year will 
be the Miami County 4-H Alumni and 
Camp Reunion.

With the event taking place on Satur-
day, Aug. 12, from 6-9 p.m. in the duke 
Lundgard Building at the Miami County 
Fairgrounds, the committee hopes that 
more people will be able to attend.

“We’ve had reunions in the past, but 
we’ve had them at the 4-H camp in Pleas-
ant Hill,” Miami County 4-H Alumni and 
Camp Reunion committee member Eve 
Cusac-Seale said.

All Miami County 4-H alumni, 4-H 
advisors, and/or anyone who attended 
4-H camp are welcome.

dan Sturgill, a Miami County 4-H 
alumni, will be performing music during 
the reunion that other alumni and former 
campers will be sure to remember from 

4-H camp.
The Miami County 4-H Alumni and 

Camp Reunion committee will also be 
collecting memories and memorializing 
past 4-H members.

“We’re also going to have two bind-
ers that we’re going to put together that 
we’re going to add to over the years,” 
Cusac-Seale said.

One binder will be a binder of memo-
ries where attendees can add memories 
of anything 4-H related — from county 
judging to camp — in the form of simply 
writing it down or contributing copies of 
photos and/or newspaper articles.

Cusac-Seale added that one thing 
in particular they are hoping to get 
images of are 4-H alumni showing the 
process of the 4-H camp taking shape. 
She explained the fi rst camp held at the 
Miami County 4-H club/members’ owned 
Indian Hills 4-H Camp was the summer 
of 1967. Before that, camp was held at 
Camp Chaffee in Troy. The 50th year of 

4-H alumni, campers to reunite

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Button Buddies 4-H Club Advisor and Cloverbud Advisor Denise Burkett, center, Caitlin Chandler, left, and 
Adam Cartwright, seated, along with James Burkett and Drake Burkett, background, create a 4-H booth 
for Button Buddies. According to Burkett this is how projects are displayed if it’s not an animal.

41009166
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Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo

camping at Indian Hills took place in 2016.
due to having to “borrow” another 

camp, Cusac-Seale said many decided 
to search for a place to build and create 
a 4-H camp owned by the 4-H clubs of 
Miami County. Many families helped to 
clear the land and build that camp back 
in the early 1960’s. The lodge at the 
camp was designed by the architect Phil 
Oldham.

“I want to encourage them to bring 
copies of articles and photos,” Cusac-
Seale said.

If someone cannot be there but has 
items for the memorial book, they can 
send the copies to the 4-H offi ce in the 
courthouse, located at 201 W. Main St., 
Troy, OH 45373.

The second binder at the reunion will 
be to memorialize past 4-H members 
who have passed away. Attendees can 
write something or add something to the 
binder in memory of someone.

Overall, the event is sure to reunite 
friends.

“I have a lot of my 4-H friends on Face-
book has friends but havent seen them in 
years,” Cusac-Seale said.

The committee — which includes Rod 
Bair, Elaine Kirby, Mel Shively, Mary 
Beth George, Kim Heintz, and Cusac-
Seale — hopes attendees will be able 
to renew friendships as well as possibly 
spark a renewed interest in the organiza-
tion.

Miami County 4-H alumni and former 
campers are also encouraged to join the 
conversation on the Miami County 4-H 
Alumni and Camp Reunion Facebook 
page where various feeds are diving into 
4-H memories, like favorite old camp 
songs. Miami County 4-H alumni and 
former campers welcome to post other 
memories and photos there as well.

The duke Lundgard Building is locat-
ed on the north end of the Miami County 
Fairgrounds near the steer barn.

Reach Sam Wildow at swildow@dailycall.com 
or (937) 451-3336

Rylee 
Puthoff, 

Alyssa 
Edington 

and Darby 
Welbaum 
compete 

in the 4-H 
Junior Cook 

Off inside 
the Duke 
lungard 

Building at 
the 2014 

Miami 
County Fair.
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By Melanie Yingst
myingst@troydailynews.com

MIAMI COUNTY — The 
2017 Miami County Junior 
Fair will enforce state rules 
and veterinarian changes 
regarding livestock exhibi-
tion this year.

Last year was the pilot 
year for the rule enforcement 
to improve livestock exhibi-
tion practice. This year all 
the rules will be enforced or 
exhibitors will be disquali-
fied.

Miami County Agriculture 
Society Secretary and Man-
ager Jill Wright said all the 
changes are state-enforced 
market livestock changes.

“It’s mostly for the exhibi-
tors to keep them up-to-
date because unfortunately 
they will be disqualified,” 
she said. “These are state-
enforced so our board mem-
bers will be watching closely 
this year. They went into 
effect last year, but last year 
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Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
A group of crossbred ewe gets some exercise by Ella Fine, 10, Mara Fine, 8, Cadence Gross, 12, Maryn Gross, 9, and Kennedee Elifritz, 9, during a past Miami County Fair.

Rule changes for showing livestock in 2017
State changes to 
be enforced at 
the county level
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was a warning year. We 
are just trying to stay 
up on what the state is 
requiring us to do.”

Complete rules on 
livestock tampering can 
be found at http://codes.
ohio.gov/oac/901-19. For 
more information on the 
rules or exhibition infor-
mation or questions visit 
agri.ohio.gov.

The changes, along 
with the other standard 
practices and procedures 
listed in the fair book, 
include:

• Sullivan’s Cool Blue 
is not to be used at all on 
sheep and goats

• No suffocation to 
force urination

• Market rabbits do 

not need to complete 
drug use notifi cation 
forms

• Animals requested 
to be tested are Champi-
on and Reserve Champi-
on steers, swine, lambs, 
dairy steers and goats.

• Exhibitors and a par-
ent must stay with the 
Champion or Reserve 
Champion animal until 
the entire collection pro-
cess is completed.

• Drenching is not 
allowed at all throughout 
the entire fair. If an 
exhibitor or patron of the 
fair is caught drenching, 
the exhibitor and animal 
will automatically be 
disqualifi ed and unable 
to collect any premiums. 

No bottles with nipples 
are allowed. Nothing can 
be put into an animal’s 
mouth by any hand held 
device. By defi nition, 
drenching is the act of 
using an instrument 
(including a bottle, 
syringe, scoop, or your 
hand) placed in the 
animal’s mouth to orally 
administer a liquid, food, 
or any other substance.

• No colored powders 
or colored spray to 
be used to change 
appearance on hide or 
hooves.

• No oxygen, silicone, 
paraffi n or any other 
solid, liquid or gas 
substance to be injected 
in animals.

brothers from Piqua — at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Aug. 11. They play country 
music with a splash of southern rock, 
sharing their brand of original music 
from Nashville to the Great Lakes.

Other bands include Sugar Grove, 
contemporary and traditional bluegrass 
songs; Triple Nickle Band, a variety of 
old and new country, as well as classic 
and southern rock; Seventh Street 
Band, a mix of blues, rock, country, 
funk and reggae; Rum River Blend, 
a Troy-based bluegrass, folk, and 
gospel band; Spittin’ Image, identical 
twin brothers performing Top 40 and 
classic country, current country, and 
classic rock; and Hidden Assets, classic 
country, classic rock, bluegrass and 
blues.

A full afternoon of gospel music is set 
for Sunday, Aug. 13. The Miami County 

Fair Gospel Fest kicks off at 1 p.m. with 
the Cove Spring Church Praise Group.

don’t miss the Salute to Veterans 
Ceremony beginning at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 16. The event will 
feature the Troy High School Band, 
with remarks from Congressman 
Warren davdison, honoring local 
veterans.School Band

On Thursday, the annual Band 
Spectacular takes over the stadium at 
7 p.m. This popular performance by 
some of the best high school bands in 
Miami County is a must-see event for 
fair goers.

From page 4

Shows

Enjoy the fu n!
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COME SEE 
US AT THE SWEET 
CORN FESTIVAL 

AUGUST 
26-27!

By Melanie Yingst
myingst@aimmediamidwest.com

MIAMI COUNTY — The 2017 
Miami County Fair will have 
plenty of free fun on hand for the 
littlest fair-goers this year.

The annual Kid’s Fun day will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 14. Lunch is also 
provided for children who attend 
the event.

“A good reason to come on 
Kid’s day is if you have little kids, 
it’s free to them. Kids get in free 
age 8 and under. All the activi-
ties in the Kid’s day area are free 
things they can do at the fair,” 
said Nick Shellenberger, commit-
tee chair.

“The children can see the ani-
mal displays and all the other fair 
exhibits the rest of the day.”

All the free activities will take 
place in the south parking lot near 

the poultry barn.
Children ages 10 and under 

can enjoy a straw maze, banner 
painting, and Home depot’s Kid’s 
Workshop activities just to name 
a few. Organizations such as The 
Ohio State University Extension 
and the Miami County Soil and 
Water district will have displays. 
The WACO Air Museum and 
Learning Center will have rocket 
demonstrations. The Miami 
County Sheriff ’s department will 
have a deputy cruiser and SWAT 
equipment on display. Brukner 
Nature Center animal ambassa-
dors will be in attendance and the 
Miami County Park district will 
also participate with youth events 
and demonstrations. The Troy 
Fire department will also host its 
smokehouse demonstration dur-
ing the event. The Miami County 
Sheriff ’s Offi ce will also have its 
Ident-A-Kid station.

“You are minutes from all the 
animal exhibits right around the 
corner,” Shellenberger said.

The event also include a free 
light lunch for children and 
accompanied adults.

“It includes a light lunch of hot 
dog, apple slices, yogurt, milk or 
apple juice,” Shellenberger said. 
“The lunch is open to everybody, 
no charge, parents and all.”

Ronald Mcdonald will make 
an appearance at the Entertain-
ment Tent at noon. Ventriloquist 
Mike Hemmelgarn will perform 
at 1 p.m. Lucky the Happy Hobo 
Clown will also make the rounds 
during the Kid’s day events.

The Kiddie Pedal Power Tractor 
Pull will be held at 1 p.m. at the 
stadium. Sign up is at the stadium 
the day of the event. Free entry 
for spectators. Rides and games 
open at 1 p.m. A $13 ride bracelet 
is good all day and night.

Fair to host annual Kid’s Day on Aug. 14
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to turn a phrase into a work of art 
inspired him to continue studying his 
craft. While his parents encouraged a 
formal education and all that comes 
with it, they also encouraged turning 
this passion into a career.

He spent two years at Wittenberg 
University and two more at Wright 
State University for Business Manage-
ment while continuing to practice 
music. Fate stepped in.

“We had a little party in our dorm 
room, and when the R.A. came in she 
said, ‘I could write you up, but I’m 
the head of the activities department. 
You’ve got to play a free show at this 
bar to make up for it.’”

Clark became a repeat performer at 
the campus hangout, building a loyal 
fanbase and leading him to form a 
full band with his hometown pal Nick 
Christian.

Before they could process it, Clark 
and his friend were scheduling 150 
shows per year around Ohio. The 
local success was the gentle kick 
Clark needed to send him to Nashville 
where he recorded a project of tunes 
co-written with another hometown 
pal, dustin Blythe. Four months after 
landing in Nashville, Clark secured 
publishing, management and was 
building on an established fan base 
with an ever-expanding tour schedule. 
Not exactly overnight, but about as 
close as it comes.

An independent radio station added 
a few tracks from his debut indie 
album, Runnin’ With the Night, which 
led to a meeting with fellow Buckeye, 
Todd Boltin, a booking agent for Vari-
ety Attractions. As fate would have it 
again, Boltin put Clark on the bill for 
Country Concert.

Clark had finally come full circle. He 
opened for artists like Cole Swindell, 

dustin Lynch and Chase Rice during 
the event, setting attendance records 
for the side stage.

“We had 10,000 people,” he laughs 
in disbelief.

Young and enthusiastic, he believes 
his sound and writing is strong and 
always evolving. “I’m still learning, 
but I’m at the point where I know who 
I am and what I want to be,” he says. 
“Our show is never the same because 
we feed off of the crowd. Every time I 
go in to write, I have them in the back 
of my mind.”

Relatively speaking, he’s still fresh 
to Nashville, but his resume speaks to 
that of someone with years of expe-
rience. That accomplishment was 
demonstrated with the release of his 
independent debut album Runnin’ 
With The Night, which appeared on 
Billboard’s Top 5 Heatseeker Chart, 
while his I’m On It EP went Top 10 on 
iTunes Country as an independent art-
ist. As the 2015 TouchTunes Breakout 
band winner, Clark’s last single “Track 
9” was featured on the Spotify “New 
Boots” playlist, Music Row radio sta-
tions and Sirius XM The Highway.

“The stuff we’re putting out now 
is that summertime, feel good, arena 
kind of sound,” he said of his new sin-
gle “3 Wishes” and upcoming album.

“When you hear it, you’re ready to 
party, you’re ready to do something 
fun.”

Looking toward the future, he hopes 
to some day measure up to the stan-
dard George Strait set for country 
music.

“He was so simple. There was noth-
ing fancy or glittery about George 
Strait, he was just George Strait,” 
Manson said. “So, I try to be like him 
in that way. His music always had a 
lyric with significance. It always made 
you feel an emotion.”

Maybe having a career like George 
Strait’s is a lofty goal. But for Clark, 
whose goals seemed to be achieved 
before he could even set them, it is 
completely possible.

From page 5

Favorite

Enjoy the fun!
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Fair foods to hit the spot

By Sam Wildow
swildow@dailycall.com

MIAMI COUNTY — This year’s 
Miami County Fair is ready to 
satisfy a wide variety of cravings.

“We have the variety of cotton 
candy, caramel corn, candied 
applies, but then we also have 
barbecue sandwiches, tenderloins,” 
Jill Wright, secretary manager of the 
Miami County Fair, said.

The Miami County Fair will also 
feature treats such as homemade 
fudge, elephant ears, and deep-fried 
vegetables.

There will also be homemade 
meals available through booths 
such as Cove Spring Grange and 
the Newton Band Boosters, both of 
whom will be raising funds for their 
organizations.

“We have wood-fried pizza, ice 
cream, shaved ice,” Wright said.

Wright also mentioned other food 
like Chinese food and doughnuts.

The Miami County Fair hopes to 
have something for everyone at any 
meal time with the assortment of 
food they have available.

“You can come out here and 
have breakfast, lunch, and supper,” 
Wright said.

The Miami County Fair also hopes 
to make food accessible wherever 
attendees are during the fair.

“We’ve got them all spread out over 
the grounds,” Wright said.

Popular food booths will also be 
back, like the Crazy Redhead Canteen 
food truck. If attendees were not able 
to get their popular tater tots at the 

recent food truck rally, they will be 
able to get them at the Miami County 
Fair.

“They’re a fan favorite around here,” 
Wright said.

The majority of the food booths will 

be open from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. during 
the Miami County Fair between Aug. 
11-17, but there will be some booths 
open for breakfast at 7 a.m. for people 
camping at the fairgrounds or who 
come early. One example is Bethel 

Music Boosters, who will be open at 7 
a.m. serving sausage breakfasts.

“If you want breakfast, come on out,” 
Wright said.

Reach Sam Wildow at swildow@dailycall.com

Wide range of 
items to please 
any palette

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Members of Cove Spring Grange, including Judy Burt, prepare 70 pounds of ham loaf at the Miami County Fairgrounds. Cove Spring Grange will be back at the 
2017 Miami County Fair.
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By Jim Davis
jdavis@aimmediamidwest.com

Food vendors at the Miami County 
Fair may want to take note: Chris Lane 
has a sweet tooth.

If he gets a chance, the North Caro-
lina native admits he’ll make a beeline 
for something sweet when he visits the 
Miami County Fair in mid-August.

“I played a county fair last night and 
as soon as the show and meet-and-
greet were done I walked around the 
fairgrounds and ate an apple dumpling 
with ice cream on top,” Lane said 
during a recent phone interview. “It’s 
gotta be something sweet.”

He’ll get a chance to sample Miami 
County Fair cuisine Aug. 13 when he 
headlines the 2017 fair concert. Lane 
is the featured performer for the 7 p.m. 
show, with special guest Clark Manson 
set to open the concert.

“I grew up going to county fairs, so 
this is a fun time for me,” he added. “I 
love fair season.”

Lane has been busy this year taking 
part in Florida Georgia Line’s Smooth 
Tour, which has provided an opportu-
nity for he and his band to learn from 
one of country music’s hottest touring 
acts.

“We’ve been lucky to watch the Flori-
da Georgia Line guys do it night in and 
night out, and that helps us in our own 
performance,” Lane explained. “We 
haven’t been doing this as long as they 
have, but it definitely makes a differ-
ence being able to watch them. We can 
sit back and learn from somebody who 
has been doing it at a high level and a 
high caliber, and that has helped us out 
tremendously.”

He’s done well in his own right.
Lane’s 2016 album “Girl Problems” 

produced a pair of Top 20 hits – “Fix” 
and “For Her” – which have garnered 
a combined 64 million streams on 
Spotify. Additionally, the songs’ suc-
cess – and Lane’s energetic live shows 
– helped the 32-year-old singer/song-
writer attract nominations for Best 
New Country Artist at the 2017 iHeart-
Readio Music Awards and New Male 
Vocalist of the Year at the 2017 ACM 
Awards.

The support from fans, he said, has 
been heartwarming.

“It’s been a life changer. Never in a 
million years did I think I would have 
a full record out there and get the 
response that I have had,” he said. “As 
an artist you work hard for that – not 
knowing what’s truly going to hap-
pen – so that’s been the biggest reward 
going out there and seeing everybody 
sing your songs back to you. As an art-
ist, that will never get old.”

Lane said he and his band hope to 
make their first-ever visit to Troy, Ohio 
a memorable night for everyone.

“We try to make it as high energy as 
possible and make it fun. The guys in 
the band know to bring it every single 

night,” he said. “Most of the songs will 
be from my record plus some cover 
songs that people can sing along to.

“At the end of the day it’s about 
entertaining people, and that’s what 
people are spending their money on … 
so it’s my job to make sure every single 
person has a good time,” he continued. 

“I hope they walk away saying it was a 
fun show.”

To learn more about Chris Lane, 
visit his website at iamchrislane.com.

For ticket information or to get more 
information about the 2017 Miami 
County Fair, go to miamicountyohio-
fair.com.

‘I love fair season’

Photo by Delaney Royer
Country artist Chris lane will headline the Miami County Fair concert at 7 p.m. Aug. 13, with special guest 
Clark Manson.

Lane ready to 
make Miami 
County Fair debut

3 THInGS:
Want to learn a little more about Chris 
Lane before he visits the Fair? We asked 
the Kernersville, N.C. 3 quick questions. 
Here’s what he had to say:
• Your toughest job? — “Landscaping. I 
was doing that right as I got into music. 
I loved it, actually, but those hot days 
where you had to cut down pine needles 
and cut back shrubs in the heat – that 
was tough.”
• First concert you ever attended? — 
“Faith Hill and Tim McGraw’s Soul to Soul 
Tour when I was in the ninth grade.”
• What motivates you to make music? — 
“ … it’s the support from the fans and the 
fact that I get to live out a dream. That 
(support) means the world to me and 
really drives this thing. Without that, I 
have nothing.”
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Admission prices
Children 8 and under are 

free
General Admission for those 

9 years and older — daily 
ticket: $5
Season ticket: 

$25 with wristband re-entry 
starting at noon daily
Exhibitor ticket: 

$15 with wristband re-entry 
starting at noon daily
Vendor ticket: 

$20 with wristband re-entry 
starting at noon daily
Miami County Agricultural  
Society Member ticket: 

$25

FRIDAY, AuGuST 11, 2017
10 a.m. Super Stars — 

Horse Arena
12 p.m. Opening Ceremo-

nies — Entertainment Tent 
— Free

1:30 p.m. Christmas Tree 
decorating Contest — Mer-
chant Building

2 p.m. Art Hall — opens
Horticulture Hall — opens
3 p.m. Junior Fair Royalty 

Competition — Entertainment 
Tent

4 p.m. Rides/games open — 
$20 bracelets

Miami County dog Royalty 
Competition begins — east-
side of poultry barn

KOI drag Racing — Sta-
dium — (Stadium $5, pit pass 
$15)

ReFlektion — Entertain-
ment Tent

11 p.m. rides, games and 
concessions — closes

SATuRDAY, AuGuST 12, 2017
12 p.m. Best of Show Baked 

Goods Auction — Art Hall
Rides/games open — $20 

bracelets good all day and 
night

drug Prevention Seminar — 

west of Horticulture Building
Afternoon 1 p.m. Horseshoe 

Pitching Tournament — south 
end of Poultry Barn

Market Gilt Show — Swine 
Barn

Spittin’ Image — Entertain-
ment Tent

Native Plants Seminar — 
west of Horticulture Building

Simply Succulents Seminar 
— west of Horticulture Build-
ing

4 p.m. Gardening on the 
dark Side Seminar — west of 
Horticulture Building

5 p.m. Evening Horseshoe 
Pitching Tournament — south 
end of Poultry Barn

6 p.m. Mini Horse Pull — 
Horse Arena

dynamic Championship 
Wrestling — Outside of Sta-
dium — Free

7 p.m. Truck/Tractor Pull — 
Stadium — (Stadium $5.00, 
Pit Pass $10.00)

Heavy Weight Horse Pull — 
Horse Arena

Triple Nickle Band — Enter-
tainment Tent

11 p.m. rides, games and 
concessions — closes

SunDAY, AuGuST 13, 2017
9 a.m. Car Show — south 

end of fairgrounds
12 p.m. Rides/games open 

— $20 bracelets good all day 
and night

Afternoon Horseshoe Pitch-
ing Tournament — south end 
of Poultry Barn

Cove Spring Church Praise 
Group — Entertainment Tent

Raising Backyard Fruit Sem-
inar — west of Horticulture 
Building

2 p.m. Art Hall — opens
Glenn Parks — Entertain-

ment Tent
Composting Seminar — 

west of Horticulture Building

3 p.m. The Grace Quartet — 
Entertainment Tent

3:40 p.m. Alicia Jane Kolker 
— Entertainment Tent

4 p.m. Pastor Stephen & 
Rebel Marcum — Entertain-
ment Tent

5 p.m. Pinnacle Ridge Band 
— Entertainment Tent

Evening Horseshoe Pitching 
Tournament — south end of 
Poultry Barn

6:30 p.m. Award Ceremony 
for Art and Horticulture Hall 
Best of Show Winners, Artisan 
Award and Golden Trowel 
Award – Entertainment Tent

7 p.m. Chris Lane with 
special guest Clark Manson 
Concert — Stadium — (Track 
$20, Stadium $15)

11 p.m. Rides, games and 
concessions — closes

MOnDAY, AuGuST 14, 2017
Kids day — 1 parent free 

per child 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Kids day 

Games — east side of Poultry 
Barn — Free

12 p.m. Ticket booths for 
rides open

Ronald Mcdonald — Enter-
tainment Tent

Bugs: Friend or Foe? Semi-
nar — west of Horticulture 
Building

1 p.m. Kiddie Pedal Power 
Tractor Pull — Stadium — 
free

Rides/games open — $13 
bracelet good all day and night

Mike Hemmelgarn, Ventrilo-
quist — Entertainment Tent

What’s on Your Plate Semi-
nar — west of Horticulture 
Building.

Fun with Worms Seminar — 
west of Horticulture Building

7 p.m. Livestock Scramble 
— Stadium — $2

Hidden Assets — Entertain-
ment Tent

7:30 p.m. Freestyle Riding 

FAIR SCHEDulE OF EVEnTS Enjoy the fun!

Mike Ullery | Daily Call
Two-year-old Jaelynn line of Troy drives her boat at the Miami County Fair on Saturday.
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Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Members of the Saddle-up 4-H Club, including Eva Raskay, compete in the Pony Express obstacle course during Super Stars event at 
the Horse Arena during the 2016 Miami County Fair.

Horse Show — Horse Arena
11 p.m. Rides, games and 

concessions — closes

TuESDAY, AuGuST 15, 2017
First Responder day — 1 

EMT, police or fireman and 
a family member free with 
proper Id

12 p.m. Herbs Seminar 
— west of Horticulture 
Building

1 p.m. Pruning Practices 
Seminar — west of Horti-
culture Building

2 p.m. How to Become 
a Master Gardener Semi-
nar — west of Horticulture 
Building

3 p.m. Rides/games open 
— $18 bracelets good all 
day and night

Choosing Plants to 
Attract Butterflies Semi-
nar — west of Horticulture 
Building

4 p.m. Bulbs Seminar — 
west of Horticulture Build-
ing

6:30 p.m. Harness Racing 
— Stadium — free

7 p.m. Seventh Street 
Band — Entertainment 
Tent

11:00 p.m. Rides, games 
and concessions — closes

WEDnESDAY, AuGuST 16, 
2017

Armed Forces day — Vet-
erans and spouse free with 
proper Id

Senior Citizens day — 
65 years old and over free

11 a.m. Golden Anniver-
sary Photo — west side of 
Horticulture Hall

12 p.m. Golden Anniver-
sary Lunch — Entertain-
ment Tent — free

How to Plant Most Any-
thing Seminar — west of 

Horticulture Building
1 p.m. Beef Fun day — 

Cattle Show Ring
What’s in Your Medicine 

Cabinet Seminar — west of 
Horticulture Building

1:30 p.m. Harness Rac-
ing — Stadium — free

2 p.m. Hummingbirds 
and Other Pollinators 
Seminar — west of Horti-
culture Building

3 p.m. Poultry Fun day 
— Poultry Barn

Rides/games Open — 
$18 bracelets good all day 
and night

Basics of Tree Id Semi-
nar — west of Horticulture 
Building

4 p.m. Salute to Veterans 
— Entertainment Tent — 
free

Raised Bed Gardening 
Seminar — west of Horti-
culture Building

6:30 p.m. Harness Rac-
ing — Stadium — free

7 p.m. Sale of Champi-
ons — Sale Arena (Swine 
Barn)

Rum River Blend — 
Entertainment Tent

11 p.m. Rides, games and 
concessions — closes

THuRSDAY, AuGuST 17, 2017
9:30 a.m. Miami County 

Horse Fun day — Horse 
Arena — ending at 6 p.m.

1 p.m. Butter Making 
Seminar — west of Horti-
culture Building

3 p.m. Rides/games open 
— $18 bracelets good all 
day and night

7 p.m. Band Spectacular 
— Stadium — free

Sugar Grove Bluegrass 
Band — Entertainment 
Tent

Rides and games — close

Enjoy 
the fun!



2017 MIAMI COUNTY FAIR Troy Daily News • Piqua Daily Call18    August 2017

TROY — Miami County Public 
Health invites the community to join 
its Safe Communities Coalition to kick 
off the 2017 drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over Campaign at 1 p.m. Aug. 11 at 
the Miami County Sheriff ’s building 
located at the Miami County Fair-
grounds.

Every year, more than 10,000 lives 
are lost to drunk driving related crash-
es. The National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration (NHTSA) is calling 
on thousands of law enforcement 
agencies to join in the fight against 
drunk driving. By working together, 

increasing public awareness and using 
a no-excuse approach to enforcement, 
we can send the strong message that 
drunk driving will not be tolerated.

The coalition will have a wrecked 
vehicle display, along with an OdOT 
message board displaying impaired 
driving statistics. Coalition members 
and local law enforcement will host 
a press conference and will have a 
special guest speaker, a local Miami 
County resident who has been affected 
by impaired driving. Following the 
press conference, fairgoers will be able 
to sign a designated driver pledge and 

learn more about safe driving.
Safe Communities of Miami County 

was created to establish a partnership 
of individuals from the local health 
department, law enforcement, parks 
district, county engineers, schools, 
businesses and community organiza-
tions to collaborate; creating awareness 
and prevention of death and injuries 
caused by traffic crashes.

The coalition works to reduce the 
number of traffic-related deaths and 
injuries in Miami County through 
initiatives involving education, enforce-
ment and engineering on the following 

areas:Increase seat belt usage and 
awareness

Increase impaired driving awareness
Increase motorcycle safety awareness
decrease impaired driving
decrease distracted driving activity
Safe Communities works together 

with the community to promote traf-
fic safety and program goals through 
activities including blitzes, fatal crash 
reviews, statistical analysis and increas-
ing traffic safety countermeasures.

For more information, visit www.
miamicountyhealth.net/safe-communi-
ties-coalition.

Coalition to kick off Drive Sober campaign

COLUMBUS — Ohio’s fair 
season is underway across the 
state and leaders at the Ohio 
departments of Agriculture 
(OdA) and Health (OdH) 
are reminding Ohioans to 
practice good hygiene when 
visiting livestock exhibits this 
summer.

“Ohio’s fairs are great places 
to enjoy some summer fun, 
but visitors should remember 
some illnesses can be directly 
transmitted between animals 
and humans,” said OdH 
director Lance Himes. 
“Simple steps like good hand-
washing can help stop the 
spread of any illness and make 
sure your fair visit is a safe 
one.”

Visitors should always wash 
their hands with soap and 
water before and after petting 
or touching any animal. Never 
eat, drink or put anything in 
your mouth in animal areas. 
Parents and caregivers are 
encouraged to leave strollers 
outside the animal exhibits 
and carry small children. 

Older adults, pregnant 
women, young children and 
people with weakened immune 
systems should consider 

avoiding animal areas.
“Fairs are the highlight of 

the summer in many communi-
ties for many families across 

Ohio and we want to ensure 
they stay that way,” said OdA 
director david T. daniels. 
“Maintaining healthy people 

and animals is our top prior-
ity, and we encourage all fair 
guests to follow posted signs 
and make smart decisions 
when visiting the fair.

OdA is actively working 
with fair boards to increase 
access to hand sanitizers 
and hand-washing stations. 
Frequent hand-washing can 
lower your risk of getting sick 
from influenza, salmonella, 
e. Coli and other illnesses. In 
addition, OdA has provided 
information and encouraged 
fair organizers to post remind-
ers about good hygiene in ani-
mal areas to help protect the 
health of fairgoers. Ohio’s fair 
veterinarians are trained and 
encouraged to closely monitor 
fair livestock and poultry for 
clinical signs of illness.

Exhibitors who believe their 
animal may be sick should 
immediately contact their barn 
manager and fair veterinarian. 
Fair guests who experience ill-
ness should contact a medical 
professional, and their local 
health district.

Ohioans urged to practice good hygiene at fairs
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2017 Stadium EvEntS

41009089

LIVE IN CONCERT

Plus woodcarving, First bite Fishing, Pro wrestling, arts & craFts.
livestock shows, with burton brothers amusements on the midway& & more!
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