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Good luck to #7 and the entire Piqua Indians Football Team!

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

The Piqua football 
team will look for a third 
straight playoff appear-
ance — at least that is 
the way coach Bill Nees 
and his staff is approach-
ing it.

Coming off a playoff 
appearance in 2015 — 
Piqua battled through 
devastating season-
ending injuries to Darien 
Tipps-Clemons (Michi-
gan State) and Derek 
Hite (returning senior) 
in week two to fi nish 7-3.

It appeared the Indians 
had earned a second 
straight playoff berth — 
before they became vic-
tims of Dunbar playing 
an ineligible player, along 
with several other teams 
— and had their playoff 
fate altered.

“The way we are look-
ing at it, we have been 
in the playoffs the last 
two years and the goal is 
to make it for the third 
straight season,” Nees 
said.

And while they had 
some big losses, Piqua 
also has plenty of room 
for optimism with the 
players they have back.

“We really like what 
we have at the skill posi-
tions,” Nees said.

Senior Austin Davis 
(5-11, 202) will return at 
the quarterback position.

Davis completed 74 
of 124 passes last year 
for 974 yards with seven 
touchdowns and one 
interception for a quar-
terback rating of 142.7.

“Austin (Davis) is 
coming off an injury and 
is 100 percent healthy,” 
Nees said. “I think it 
does (help having an 
experienced quarter-
back) and when Austin 
is healthy he is pretty 
special.”

The backfi eld will have 
to replace 1,000-yard 
rusher Allen Schrubb, 
but when Tipp-Clemons 
went down, senior Ben 
Schmiesing (6-2, 222) 
stepped up with a break-
out year on both sides of 
the ball.

He had 141 carries for 
806 yards and 10 touch-
downs, while catching 19 
passes for 294 yards and 
three touchdowns.

“Ben (Schmiesing) did 
all the things we asked of 
him last year,” Nees said. 
“He stepped up and did 
everything you could ask 
of a leader.”

Also seeing action 
in the backfi eld will be 
sophomore Colin Roe 
(5-6, 156), junior Arturo 
Mendoza (5-7, 187) and 
senior Devon Brown 
(5-11, 186).

Senior Hayden 
Schrubb (6-3, 182) is 
coming off a big season 
at receiver and had an 
impressive summer.

Schrubb caught 28 
passes for 446 yards and 
four touchdowns a year 
ago.

“Hayden (Schrubb) 
has already got some 
college offers and he will 

be getting a lot more,” 
Nees said. “We feel like 
we are pretty deep at the 
receiver position.”

Also seeing action at 
receiver will be junior 
Owen Toopes (6-0, 156), 
senior Cale Meckstroth 
(6-1, 187) and Roe.

When Piqua goes to 
the spread formation, 
seniors Sam Herndon 
(5-7, 151) and Colin 
Mills (6-1, 196) will be in 
the mix.

Splitting time at tight 
end will be Hite (6-3, 
269) and juniord Dylan 
Motter (6-3, 217) and 
Grant Toopes (6-2, 224).

While Piqua lost offen-
sive lineman Anthony 
Grunkemeyer to gradu-
ation, the Indians will 
feature and experience 
group up front.

The center will be 
senior Colton Meyer 
(5-10, 222).

The guards will be 
junior Zayne Arbogast 
(6-1, 225) and senior 
Ben Bynum (5-11, 252), 
while the tackles will be 
senior Brent Lemmon 
(6-5, 271) and junior 
Caden Clark (6-3, 305).

Sophomore Riley Hill 
(6-2, 285) has also been 
fi lling in at the guard 
spot.

“We have fi ve guys 
with starting experi-
ence,” Nees said. “Ben 
(Bynum) has missed the 
preseason with an injury 
and Riley Hill has been 
playing there. So, that 
gives us another guy in 
the rotation.”

Piqua will have differ-
ent look on the front four 
of its defense this year.

Gone are 300-pound 
plus defensive tackles 
Tristen Cox and Josh 
Potter and defensive end 
Nathan Monnin (Kent 
State).

“We will have the same 
concept,” Nees said. “We 
will just be wired a little 
differently.”

The good news is the 
return of Hite at one 
defensive end position 
after missing the last 
eight games last season 
with an ACL injury.

“People forget just how 
good Derek Hite was as 
a sophomore,” Nees said. 
“He led the GWOC in 
sacks before he got his 
driver’s license. He was a 
force out there and after 
the injury, he is back 
even faster for his senior 
season.”

Grant Toopes will be at 
the other defensive end 
spot, with freshman Jer-
rel Lewis (6-0, 210) and 
Lance Reaves (6-0, 227) 
battling for playing time.

The defensive tackles 
will be juniors Brennan 
Toopes (6-0, 209) and 
Tyler Bolin (6-1, 203), 
with Arbogast in the mix.

“We are a little differ-
ent than last year,” Nees 
said. “We are going to 
have to move people 
around and take advan-
tage of our speed. Arbo 
(Zayne Arbogast) is also 
battling to get on the 
fi eld at defensive tackle.”

The Indians return 
four experienced play-
ers at linebacker, while 
replacing Ty Carnes and 
Brett Kraft.

On the outside will be 
Schmiesing and junior 
Mick Karn (5-11, 172) 
with junior Kraig Hem-
mert (5-11, 172) and 

senior James Congdon 
(5-9, 165) playing inside.

Schmiesing had 65 
tackles, two sacks, two 
forced fumbles and four 
interceptions a year ago, 
while Congdon had 46 
tackles.

“We return four start-
ers,” Nees said. “We have 
the defensive player of 
the year in the GWOC 
back in Ben Schmiesing. 
With the game today, you 
have to be athletic on the 
perimeter and Ben and 
Mick (Karn) give us that.

“Mick (Karn) played 
some quarterback on 
offense last year and he 
will still have a role in 
the offense, which will 
give Kraig (Hemmert) 
an opportunity. Congo 
(James Congdon) is 
another solid player back 
for us.”

Competing for time at 
linebacker will be junior 
Nickoah Medley (6-1, 
200) and sophomore 
Matt Blankenship (5-11, 
165).

The secondary must 
replace Dylan Cole, who 
had 83 tackles and two 
interceptions and Hunter 
Hawk, who had three 
interceptions, along with 
Caleb Patton.

Leading the way will 
be senior Jacob Bushnell 
(5-11, 183), who had 
30 tackles and a fumble 
recovery a year ago.

Joining him in the mix 
will be Brown, junior 

Chris Wooddell (5-9, 
139) and sophomore 
Makeegan Kuhn (6-1, 
203).

“Jacob (Bushnell) is 
going to have to be the 
hub back there,” Nees 
said. “He is the guy with 
experience.”

Piqua has experience 
on the special teams.

Karn averaged 31.9 
yards punting last year, 
while senior kicker Rob 
Comstock (5-9, 161) was 
34-for-41 on PATs a year 
ago.

The long snappers will 
be seniors Holden Yount 
(5-9, 196) and Meck-
stroth.

Piqua will be tested 
early, with Trotwood-
Madison and Franklin in 
week two and three.

“You can look at it that 
way,” Nees said. “But, 
then we have Xenia and 
Sidney back-to-back and 
the whole schedule is 
that way.”

Nees expects the 
GWOC North to be 
strong.

“I think every team in 
there is competitive,” he 
said.

And he expects that 
to include his team — 
as they hope to make a 
run to what they would 
consider to be a third-
straight playoff appear-
ance.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the 
Daily Call. He can be reached at 
(937) 451-3334.

Piqua football looks to continue success

Mike Ullery/Call File Photos
Piqua linebacker Ben Schmiesing is back to lead the Indians defense.

Mick Karn finds some running room in a game last season.

Hayden Schrubb makes a catch in a game last season.
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Piqua teams ready for 2017 fall season
Sta�  Reports

Liana Michael returns 
for her second season 
as varsity coach of the 
Piqua volleyball team.

The Lady Indians 
fi nished 15-8 overall and 
10-5 in the GWOC a year 
ago.

Graduating off that 
team were Jordan Book-
er, Ashley Brading and 
Ashley Ho.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors 
Lauren Williams (5-7, 
setter), Haley Michael 
(5-11, outside hitter/
middle) Kelsey Magote-
aux (5-5, libero), Savan-
nah Hulme (5-10, outside 
hitter/middle) , Navie 
Garber (5-9, middle/
rightside), Kelsey Peters 
(5-2, defensive specialist) 
and sophomore Tylah 
Yeomans (5-11, outside 
hitter/middle).

Yeomans had 113 kills, 
14 blocks, 23 digs and 19 
aces as a freshman; while 
Michael had 86 kills, 35 
blocks and 10 aces.

Hulme added 23 kills 
and 10 blocks, while Gar-
ber had nine kills, three 
blocks and fi ve digs.

Williams returns as set-
ter after dishing out 249 
assists and serving 27 
aces a year ago.

Magoteaux will lead 
the defense after record-
ing 367 digs, 27 assists 
and eight kills, while 
serving 15 aces last year. 
Peters added 60 digs.

Rounding out the 
roster are senior Emily 
Powell (5-6, defensive 
specialist), juniors Kamy 
Trissell (5-3, defensive 
specialist), Kylie Trissell 
(5-3, defensive special-
ist), Haleigh Beougher 
(5-9, rightside/outside 
hitter) and Taylor Cav-
ender (5-9, rightside/
outside hitter) and soph-
omore Danielle Widney 
(5-8, rightside).

“Every season we 
expect to do our best and 
show up in conference,” 
Michael said. “This year 
is no different. We would 
like to pick up a few 
more conference wins. 
A winning season and 
advancing further than 
we did the year before in 
the OHSAA tournament 
remains the goal that we 
work toward every day.”

Michael hopes to be 
in the top three in the 
GWOC North.

Boys Cross Country
Kyle Bowman and 

Ryan King return for 
their second season as 
coaches.

Graduating off last 
year’s team were state 
qualifi er Andy Mayse, 
Dante Kemp and Bradley 
McPherson.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior Pres-
ton Schaeffer and sopho-
mores Dakota Ward and 
Mitch Fletcher,

“Our team is young, 
but kids are stepping up 
and becoming leaders on 
the team,” Bowman said. 
“Many kids have been 
running all year, so we 
will see some big drops 
in time this year.”

Piqua will host a new 
meet this year — a two-
mile run to be run at 
Piqua Country Club.

“We are also hosting 
the Piqua Invitational,” 
Bowman said. “It is 
going to be run Septem-

ber 13 at Piqua Country 
Club. This is going to be 
a really great course and 
cool experience for the 
runners. No other team 
in the area has a nicer 
course than we do.”

The coaches hope to 
fi nish in the top fi ve in 
the GWOC North.

Girls Cross Country
Bowman and King also 

coach the girls.
Graduating off last 

year’s team were Juliya 
Hsiang, Kenna Bell, Han-
nah VanGordon, Allie 
Cox, Lauren Gray and 
Claire Hilleary.

Returning letterwin-
ners include juniors 
Alisah Richards, Eliza-
beth Cox and Olivia 
Ames and sophomores 
Maeve Vulcan and Dani-
elle Detter.

“Our team is young, 
but kids are stepping up 
and becoming leaders on 
the team,” Bowman said. 
“Many kids have been 
running all year, so we 
will see some big drops 
in time this year.”

Piqua will host a new 
meet this year — a two-
mile run to be run at 
Piqua Country Club.

“We are also hosting 
the Piqua Invitational,” 
Bowman said. “It is 
going to be run Septem-
ber 13 at Piqua Country 
Club. This is going to be 
a really great course and 
cool experience for the 
runners. No other team 
in the area has a nicer 
course than we do.”

The coaches hope to 
fi nish in the top fi ve in 
the GWOC North.

Boys Golf
Andy Johnson is back 

for his second season as 
coach.

Piqua was 8-4 overall 
last year and 6-2 in the 
league.

Graduating off that 
team were Derek Jen-
nings, Brennan Hicks, 
Kody Poling and Jon 
Irvin.

Senior Aaron Davis is 
the lone returning letter-
men for Piqua.

“We are a very young 
and inexperienced team,” 
Johnson said. “Our goal 
is to improve in every 
match and build confi -
dence in each one of our 
golfers.”

Johnson expects the 
GWOC North to be 

strong and hopes to com-
pete with Greenville and 
Sidney.

Girls Golf
Cathy Barhorst is back 

for her fi fth season as 
coach.

The Piqua girls were 
11-5 overall last year, 2-2 
in the GWOC North and 
GWOC North champi-
ons.

“After a very success-
ful season last year, the 
Piqua girls golf team has 
achieved another fi rst — 
enough players to fi eld 
a JV team,” Barhorst 
said. “Tyler Bergman will 
coach the team.”

Graduating off that 
team were Anna Klopfen-
stein and Macey Pruitt.

“We have big shoes to 
fi ll after losing Anna and 
Macey,” Barhorst said. 
“We are going to need 
to have a couple of girls 
step up if we expect to 
do as well as we did last 
year.”

Junior Kelsey Bachman 
is back to lead the Lady 
Indians.

“Kelsey Bachman 
should lead our team this 
year as she has worked 
extremely hard on her 
game during the sum-
mer,” Barhorst said. “She 
had a successful summer, 
winning the Strawberry 
Festival Tournament and 
Echo Hills Junior Club 
Championship. I look for 
her to be one of the top 
players in the GWOC 
North this year.”

Also returning as let-
terwinners are senior 
Korren Evans, junior 
Skylar Sloan and sopho-
more Adde Honeycutt.

“Korren Evans should 
also have an excellent 
season,” Barhorst said. 
“This season should 
be her chance to really 
shine as she continues to 
improve each year. Skylar 
Sloan and Adde Honeyc-
utt return to the team. 
Both of these ladies pos-
sess great potential and 
have the ability to shoot 
low scores.”

Senior Madison 
Ordean and junior 
Sophie Hilleary will also 
be key members.

“Madison Ordean is 
returning to the team 
after a two-year break,” 
Barhorst said. “She is 
quickly regaining her 
swing and will play an 
important part in the 

success of the team. 
Sophie Hilleary joined 
the team late last season 
and saw only minimal 
action. She has wonder-
ful fundamentals and 
should be able to con-
tribute quite a bit to the 
team this year.”

Also joining the team 
are sophomore Reece 
Tate and freshman Dezi-
rae Davis, Siara Grin-
stead, Caitlyn Robertson 
and Brooklynne Wright.

“All these ladies are 
putting in a lot of time 
and effort to work their 
way into the top six,” 
Barhorst said. “In a 
short amount of time, 
they have all made great 
strides.”

Barhorst expects the 
GWOC North to be 
strong and hopes to fi n-
ish in the top half of the 
division.

Boys Soccer
Josh Duncan takes 

over as boys coach.
Duncan recently came 

to Piqua from Arkansas 
where he coached age 
groups 5-17.

He was the assistant 
varsity coach and JV 
coach at Fayetteville 
High School.

Piqua is coming off a 
4-12-1 season.

Graduating off that 
team were Carlos Grabe-
men, Kadale Atkins, Joey 
Symons and Kameron 
Ashton.

Returning letterwin-
ners are seniors Robbie 
Comstock, Kaden Jones, 
Quentine Evans, Ashlyn 
Wilson, Jarred Gullett, 
Xian Harrison, Logan 
Francis and Wesley Ford; 
juniors Cade Lyman and 
Brandon Grissom; and 
sophomores Ethan Hein-
rich, Jarret Powers and 
Colin Baugh.

“Based off of last year’s 
results, we tended to 
overlook certain oppo-
nents that gave us trou-
ble,” Duncan said. “This 
year, we are taking each 
game one at a time. We 
will not be looking ahead 
to the next game.

“Our main goal as a 
team, is to develop chem-
istry from the back to 
the front. With a mix of 
experience and youth, I 
believe this team will cer-
tainly win 10 games.”

Duncan hopes to 
be competitive in the 
GWOC North.

Haley Michael is back spiking the ball for the Piqua volleyball 
team.

Rob Kiser/Call Photo
Aaron Davis is back for the Piqua boys golf team.

Mike Ullery/Call File Photos
Ally Richardson will be back making “heads up” plays for the Piqua girls soccer team.

Girls Soccer
Bret Ritter returns 

for his second season as 
coach.

The Lady Indians 
fi nished 5-11-2 overall 
last year and 3-6-1 in the 
GWOC North.

Graduating off that 
team were Chloe Clark, 
Madison Curtner, Kate 
Evans, Treona Whit-
more, Kelsey Smith and 
Claire Went.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors 
Kenzie Ellerman, Grace 
Jennings, Leanne Price, 
Ally Richardson, Grace 
Strevell and Jennou-
leigha Tipton; juniors 
Claire Bim-Merle, 
Kaylee Lacy and Hailey 
McPherson; and sopho-
more Tayler Grunke-
meyer.

“We are looking to 
continue momentum 
from last year’s strong 
fi nish,” Ritter said. “The 
team continues to grow 
as a unifi ed team.”

Ritter expects to be 
competitive and win 
more games than the 
team did a year ago.

Girls Tennis
Kyla Starrett and Bon-

nie Davis will coach the 
girls tennis team.

With a young team 
that had no tennis expe-

rience a year ago, Piqua 
went 1-15.

Piqua did not lose 
anyone to graduation 
and the returning let-
terwinners are senior 
Morgan Ford and sopho-
mores Grace Ryan, Rikki 
Ramirez, Emma Grunke-
meyer and Alexa Knorr-
Sullivan.

“Last year was our 
fi rst year getting the 
program up and run-
ning,” Starrett said. 
“While we struggled to 
get a full team (seven 
players), and often had 
to forfeit one court, we 
ended up picking up a 
player and playing all 
courts halfway through 
the season.

“This year, we nearly 
doubled our numbers 
(13 players). While 
there is still a lot of 
learning that needs to 
happen, Bonnie (Davis) 
and I are so thrilled to 
have so many young 
female athletes passion-
ate and interested in 
this lifelong sport. We 
are very excited for the 
future of the program.”

The coaches hope 
to show continued 
improvement through-
out the season and be 
as competitive in the 
GWOC North as pos-
sible.
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often discuss how much 
they each want to be our 
second runner on the 
team. I am excited to see 
that friendly competition. 
Aaron will likely provide 
our incoming freshman 
Scott Petersen a chal-
lenge for the fourth spot 
on the team.

“Our team is rounded 
out by freshman Andrew 
Wiseman, an extremely 
positive young man 
who has gotten signifi -
cantly stronger since his 
seventh grade cross 
country season, and has 
the potential for much 
more.”

Girls Cross Country
Hermiller also coaches 

the girls.
Returning letterwin-

ners off a team that won 
its fourth straight NWCC 
title are seniors Alanna 
O’Leary (two-time state 
qualifi er), Caitlin Swal-
low, Theresa Flood, Leah 
Peoples and Miriam 
Bezy; and junior Maria 
Schmiesing.

They will be joined by 
freshman Maggie Bezy.

“Our girls team had no 
seniors last year, so we 
are returning a strong 
group,” Hermiller said. 
“Some of which ran 
track for the fi rst time 
last spring, so I expect 
they will come into this 
season much stronger 
than years past. Alanna’s 
experience at the state 
meet should allow her 
to challenge for a spot in 
Columbus again this fall.

“Maria should be 
solid training partner 
with Alanna, and has 
the potential to make a 
strong postseason run as 
well. Caitlin and Theresa 
have had a friendly com-
petition for the last three 

years. I expect that to 
continue, which is a great 
example to set for our 
younger runners.

“Leah came off a bit 
of an injury in track, but 
she is a very determined 
person, who has the fi ght 
in her to keep Caitlin and 
Theresa in her sights. 
Sisters Miriam and Mag-
gie are setting up this 
preseason to have a fun 
family rivalry this fall. 
Both are looking much 
stronger than last fall, 
and have a lot to contrib-
ute to our team.”

Hermiller feels like his 
team has an excellent 
chance for a fi fth straight 
NWCC title.

Boys Golf
Eric Harlamert is back 

for his third season as 
coach.

Lehman fi nished sec-
ond in the NWCC and 
advanced to the district 
tournament last year.

Graduating off that was 
Parker Riley.

The Cavaliers will 
be led by senior Tyler 
Lachey, a two-time dis-
trict qualifi er and fi rst 
team All-NWCC selec-
tion.

Junior Cole Gilardi 
was fi rst team All-NWCC 
selection last year, while 
senior Ryan Schmidt was 
a second team All-NWCC 
selection.

Also returning are 
senior Griffi n West and 
sophomores Mikey Ross-
man and Brandyn Sever.

Rounding out the ros-
ter are junior Bryce Ken-
nedy, sophomores Ethan 
Derryberry, Nathan 
Rocke and Ian Mohrbach-
er and freshman Alex 
Keller and Ryan Gibson.

“We have three very 
experienced varsity golf-

ers coming back and we 
have three golfers that 
are improving every 
day,” Harlamert said. “I 
am hoping to have a suc-
cessful year, including 
winning the league and 
advancing in the OHSAA 
tournament.

“Tyler Lachey had one 
of our best scores last 
year and is defi nitely a 
player to watch. Ryan 
Schmidt and Cole Gilardi 
are also right in there 
competing strongly.”

Boys Soccer
Tom Wiseman returns 

for his third season as 
coach.

Lehman fi nished 7-10-1 
overall last year and 5-4 
in the WOSL.

Graduating off that 
team were John Henry 
Frantz, Trey Kerrigan, 
Jacob Schmiesing and 
Joshua Armstrong.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Jake 
Emrick (midfi elder), 
Ryan Goettemoeller 
(utility), Tim Buech-
ter (keeper) and Max 
Hamlin (midfi elder); 
juniors Michael Denning 
(midfi elder/back), Joe 
Ritze (back) and Ye Chen 
(back); and sophomores 
Ethan Potts (wing), 
Christian Goettemoeller 
(back), Matthew McDon-
ald (wing), Mikkel Alva-
rez (back), Tommy Ham-
lin, (forward), Elijah Jock 
(forward) and Michael 
Ållenbaugh (midfi elder).

“It was a disappoint-
ing fi nish in the WOSL 
last year,” Wiseman said. 
“That should improve. 
We are looking for con-
tinued improvement in 
our record and program. 
Our main challenge is 
low numbers — condi-
tioning is a key.”

Wiseman sees his start-
ing 11 as a strength.

“They can compete 
with most teams in the 
Miami Valley,” he said.

He looks for the best 
years out of Emrick, 
Ryan Goettemoeller, Max 
Hamlin and Buechter; 
increased contributions 
from Denning, Ritze, 
Chris Goettemoeller, 
Alvarez and Potts; and 
quality minutes from 
Voisard, Schmiesing, 
Tommy Hamlin and 
O’Leary.

Additions to the coach-
ing staff are former Sid-
ney coach Eric Harlamert 
and Rob Heckman.

Wiseman hopes to 
compete for the WOSL 
title with Botkins, Tem-
ple Christian and Jackson 
Center.

Girls Soccer
The Lehman girls soc-

cer team is coming off 
a 16-2-1 season and 7-0 
record in the WOSL. The 
Lady Cavaliers were a 
D-III district fi nalist.

“We graduated an 
amazing senior class,” 
Lehman coach Jeremy 
Lorenzo said. “That 
includes fi ve starters 
from last season’s record 
breaking year at Lehman. 
However, there is no 
shortage of incoming 
talent this year. We will 
be returning 15 letter-
winners from last year’s 
team.”

They include seniors 
Camille Brown (keeper), 
Abby Jones (defender), 
Grace Dexter (mid-
fi elder), Molly Safreed 
(forward) and Amanda 
Titterington (defender).

Brown recorded 15 
shutouts a year ago, 

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

SIDNEY — The goal 
really doesn’t change.

Coming off a 7-4 sea-
son and a fourth-straight 
playoff appearance, the 
Lehman football team 
will look to continue 
that success under coach 
Richard Roll.

“We have made the 
playoffs the last four 
years,” Roll said. “That is 
always at the top of the 
goal sheet, because when 
we came here we weren’t 
in a league. Our goals are 
always to make the play-
offs and win the league.”

Lehman returns a tal-
ented backfi eld, despite 
having to replace the ver-
satile Dylan Arnold.

Junior quarterback 
Elliott Gilardi (6-0, 165) 
passed for 1,271 yards 
last year, completing 95 
of 168 passes.

He threw for 15 touch-
downs, against nine 
interceptions.

Gilardi also rushed for 
557 yards and eight touch-
downs on 100 carries.

Backing him up will 
be senior Kameron Lee 
(6-4, 215).

At tailback will be 
senior Owen Smith 
(5-11, 177).

Smith rushed for 728 
yards and nine touch-
downs last year on 74 
carries.

Also seeing action will 
be senior Aldo Barrera 

(5-6, 160) and junior 
Mitchell Sollmann (6-0, 
175).

The hybrid back is 
senior Brandon Barhorst 
(5-11, 160).

He caught 14 passes 
for 246 yards and three 
TDs last year.

Also seeing action will 
be senior Alvaro Barrera 
(5-6, 145) and sopho-
more Ronald Bertini 
(5-8, 150).

“It helps having him 
back,” Roll said of Gilar-
di. “We feel like Owen 
Smith and Brandon 
Barhorst are two special 
backs and Elliott is a spe-
cial player too.”

There is no real drop 
off at receiver.

They are led by Lee, 
who caught 24 passes for 
296 yards and four TDs 
last year.

Also seeing action at 
receiver will be junior 
Bradly Haynes (6-0, 
150), junior John Cianci-
olo (5-6, 130) and sopho-
more Brendan O’Leary 
(5-9, 145).

Senior Michael Bunker 
(6-5, 230) is the tight 
end and caught 11 passes 
for 182 yards and two 
TDs last year. Also see-
ing action there will be 
senior Braiden Sherman 
(6-0, 150).

We feel really good 
about all our skill play-
ers. Our line has decent 
size, it is just not real 
big. We have the weap-
ons on offense, we just 

need to protect them. 
Last year, it took the 
middle of the season to 
fi nd our identity. That is 
running the ball, but we 
feel like we can do both 
well.”

The line will include 
junior Nicholas Largent 
(5-11, 170) at center.

The guards will be 
seniors Collin Haller 
(6-0, 215) and Seth 
Sargent (6-4, 245), 
while the tackles will be 
seniors Logan Richard 
(5-11, 170) and Michael 
Wesner (5-10, 190).

Also seeing action on 
the line will be senior 
Sam Young (6-2, 190) 
and junior Ethan Knapke 
(6-0, 170).

“We have seven guys 
there,” Roll said. “We can 
rotate guys in and out.”

Defensively, Lehman is 
a veteran group.

The defensive lineman 
include Bunker, who had 
5.5 sacks a year ago.

Also on the line will 
be Sam Young, Ethan 
Knapke, Haller, Sargent 
and Wesson.

Returning at linebacker 
are Sherman and Rich-
ard, who both had 56 
tackles last year. Richard 
also had two intercep-
tions.

Sherman will be at 
outside linebacker and 
also seeing action there 
will be O’Leary and Soll-
mann.

Richard will be at 
inside linebacker and 

also seeing action there 
will be will be sophomore 
Andrew Barhorst (6-0, 
165) and Aldo Barrera.

The secondary 
includes Barhorst, who 
had 77 tackles a year 
ago, Smith, who had 72 
tackles and two intercep-
tions and Lee.

Also seeing action 
back there will be 
Haynes, Bertini, Alvo 
Barrera and Gilardi.

“Defensively, a lot of 
those guys are three-year 
starters,” Roll said. “It 
is a little scary, because 
how much improvement 
are you going to see after 
starting three years. We 
feel like these guys will 
get there.”

The kicker will be 
junior Michael Denning 
(6-1, 175), while the 
punter will be Lee and 
the long snapper will be 
Smith. The return spots 
are up for grabs.

Roll expects the 
NWCC to be a challenge 
again, after sharing the 
title last year with Upper 
Scioto Valley.

“Riverside is going to 
be really good,” he said. 
“Lima Perry has some 
talented players back. A 
lot of teams graduated 
a lot of quality players, 
so it is hard to get a 
feel where they are at. I 
expect us to compete for 
the title.”

Lehman will again face 
a challenging non-confer-
ence schedule.

Lehman will open the 
season with Fort Recov-
ery and play Miami East 
in non-conference play 
as well.

We have not won our 
opener since I have been 
here,” Roll said. “When 
you play MAC schools 
and teams like that, it is 
going to get you ready 
(for league play). We 

have always found a way 
to be playing our best at 
the end of the season. 
The goal is to get better 
every week.”

And if they do that, the 
other goals will fall into 
place.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the 
Daily Call. He can be reached at 
(937) 451-3334.
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Goal, expectations don’t change for Lehman football

Todd B. Acker/Call File Photo
Lehman’s Brandon Barhorst is back to make more big plays this 
year.

Greg Snipes returns as 
Lehman Catholic volley-
ball coach

Snipes has a record of 
463-123 over 22 seasons 
and has coached the 
Lady Cavaliers to three 
state titles.

Graduating off last 
year’s team that fi nished 
16-11 overall and 7-0 in 
the NWCC are All-Ohio 
outside hitter Sidney 
Chapman, along with 
Madison Hussey, Camille 
Odle and Lindsey Elsner.

Returning letterwin-
ners included seniors 
Ellie Scott (opposite 
hitter), Lauren Larger 
(outside hitter), Maddy 
McFarland (outside hit-
ter) and Hailey Wick 
(libero); juniors Alexi 
Snipes (setter) and 
Malorie Hussie (middle 
blocker); and sopho-
mores Lauren McFarland 
(setter) and Abby Schutt 
(middle blocker).

Top newcomers include 
senior Brogan McIver 
(defensive specialist), 
junior Lauren Riley (out-
side hitter), sophomore 
Olivia Lucia (middle 
blocker) and freshman 
Pyper Sharkins (defen-
sive specialist).

“We look forward to a 
successful season with a 
lot of returning letterwin-
ners and new young tal-
ent,” Snipes said. “Goals 

will be to win the league 
and make a strong tour-
nament run. Competition 
around the area should 
be strong as it has been 
in the past. The competi-
tion we get during the 
regular season should 
prepare us for the tourna-
ment.”

Lehman will look 
to continue its perfect 
record in the NWCC. 
Snipes expects to be chal-
lenged by Riverside and 
Hardin Northern.

Boys Cross Country
Kyle Hermiller returns 

for his fourth season as 
coach.

Lehman won its third 
league title in four years 
last year.

Graduating off that 
team were Isaiah Win-
hoven, Brandon Sim-
mons and Blake Leffel.

Returning letterwin-
ners are juniors Elias 
Bezy and Aaron Topp 
and sophomores Alex 
Vanderhorst and Chris 
Goettemoeller.

“Our boys lost a 
strong group of lead-
ers last year, but we are 
returning our top runner 
with sophomore Chris 
Goettemoeller, who has 
a shot at qualifying for 
regionals,” Hermiller 
said. “Elias and Alex are 
two spirited runners who 

Lehman teams have plenty to be excited about

See LEHMAN TEAMS | 10

®
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COVINGTON — Lonnie Cain returns as Coving-
ton volleyball coach

The Lady Buccs were 12-13 overall last year and 
9-3 in the CCC.

Graduating off that team were Savanna Schaurer, 
Ashley Cecil and Rachel York.

Returning letterwinners include seniors Legend 
Patty, Breanna Kimmel and Lindsey Kimmel and 
juniors Makenna Gostomsky and Lillian Hamilton.

“This is a hard-working, positive group,” Cain said. 
“We will be working every day to get better and get 
our younger players up to speed so they may contrib-
ute to a successful season. My expectations for this 
group are to get better every day, represent Coving-
ton in a positive manner and to have a memorable 
season..”

Cain hopes for a top-three fi nish in the CCC and 
noted that Covington’s schedule also includes defend-
ing D-IV state champion Jackson Center as well as 
D-III regional qualifi ers Anna and Versailles.

The Lady Buccs also fi nished third in the Minster 
Invitational a year ago.

Boys Cross Country
Josh Long returns for his 12th season as coach.
The Buccs fi nished fi fth in the CCC last year and 

14th at district.
Returning letterwinners include seniors Hunter 

Brumbaugh, Nate Cantrell, Mason Dilley, Ryan Gen-
gler, Spencer Hogue, Dylan Kelly, Tanner Kimmel and 
Nate Lyle; juniors Ian Benedict and Ashby Rench; and 
sophomores Zane Barhorst, Hunter Evans, Fletcher 
Metz and Andrew Parker.

New members include Avery Rench, Andrew Rose 
and Bennett Welborn.

“They have all been working extremely hard, so it 
will be fun to watch how much they have improved 
since last year,” Long said.

Long hopes to have his team running its best at the 
end of the season and being competitive at the CCC 
meet.

Girls Cross Country
Long also coaches the girls team.
Returning letterwinners include seniors Sarabeth 

Anderson, Danielle Alexander, Emma Dammeyer, 

Kelsey Dysinger and Tori Lyle; juniors Paige Boeh-
ringer, Chelsea Ford and Ashlyn Plessinger; and 
sophomore Alexis Meyer.

New runners include Allie Garman, Sydney Hogue, 
Kayla Mitchell and Hailie-Jo Taxis.

“Leading the way will be returning state qualifi ers 
Danielle Alexander, Paige Boehringer, Chelsea Ford, 
Emma Dammeyer, Kelsey Dysinger and Ashlyn Pless-
inger,” Long said. “We have a solid group of runners 
returning with a lot of experience and they have some 
lofty goals. So, it will be fun to see how we progress 
as the season goes.”

Long expects the league race to be competitive and 
hopes his team will be in the mix.

Boys Golf
Bill Wise returns for his 12th season as coach.
Wise is looking for improvement from last season 

and those hopes will be led by returning district 
qualifi er Andrew Slusher.

“After a year of experience we should be a little 
better,” Wise said. “We only lost one senior but we 
only have one again this season. Andrew Slusher will 
be a force in the league this season and should vie for 
player of the year.”

The Buccs juniors sophomores also got valuable 
experience last year.

“This years juniors, Jack Shell, Hunter Alexander, 
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Expectations remain high for Covington football
By Ben Robinson
GoBuccs.com

COVINGTON — Fifty 
kids will be in uniform 
for the Covington Buc-
caneers this coming 
season, which leads to 
another campaign of 
high expectations.

“Fifty kids, it’s hard to 
be upset about that with 
twenty-one sophomores 
and fourteen freshman,” 
said Covington coach 
Tyler Cates, who led the 
Buccaneers to an 11-1 
record a year ago in his 
fi rst season at the helm. 
“Thirty-fi ve of our fi fty 
kids are underclassman 
- so the future looks 
bright at Covington and 
I’m pretty excited about 
this season.”

Covington lost a very 
talented an experienced 
senior class from last 
season, but Cates is 
confi dent his team will 
be able to reload thanks 
to the talent returning 
to the roster - including 
eight seniors.

“This group is extra 
motivated,” said Cates 
of the senior class. 
“They believe nobody 
is counting on them to 
be as good because of 
losing thirteen seniors 
(from last year), so that 
gives them an extra 
motivation, a chip on 
their shoulder.”

Key returning seniors 
are Ethan Herron (RB/
DB), Ty Freeman (SB/
QB/DB), Zach Par-
rett (WR/DB), Bowen 
Swank (OL/DL) and Joe 
Schmelzer (FB/TE/LB). 
All are multi-year letter 
winners and returning 
starters.

“Ethan, Ty, Bowen 
and some of the other 
seniors have done a 

good job of helping the 
younger kids and giving 
them advise on what it 
takes to play at the var-
sity level,” said Cates. 
“The seniors know they 
will need the younger 
guys to step up in order 
for us to have a success-
ful season and they’ve 
done a good job provid-
ing that leadership to 
the younger kids.”

And the leadership 
began taking shape 
way before mandatory 
practices as the seniors 
organized players 
only practice sessions 
throughout the offsea-
son.

“Knowing what you 
are doing before you go 
into camp and practices, 
that helps us out a lot,” 
said senior running 
back and defensive back 
Ethan Herron. “We can 
go through practices 
more fl uently and we 
don’t have to waist time 
teaching the younger 
kids how to run the 
plays. Us players getting 
together on our own 
really helped a lot.”

The hard work and 
extra preparation 
has put a young 
Covington team in 
the right mindset of 
facing a much tougher 
schedule with the 
addition of Minster 
and Fort Loramie as 
opponents to go along 
with traditional tough 
opponents in St. Henry, 
Miami East, Tri-County 
North and a host of 
other quality teams 
in the Cross County 
Conference.

“That’s something 
that will defi nitely 
help us,” said Cates in 
regards being battle 
tested should the Buccs 

make the playoffs. “I 
have my theories on 
why the MAC does so 
well and I think it’s the 
power in numbers and 
the competition week in 
and week out they have. 
Now our numbers are 
increasing and we have 
a tougher schedule.”

And Cates doesn’t see 
any easy games on the 
schedule.

“St. Henry is a great 
team and so is Minster, 
who is coming off of a 
state fi nal,” Cates con-
tinued. “Fort Loramie 
is a tough team, Miami 
East is always tough 
and with (Jason) Schon-
delmyer going back to 
Arcanum, they’re going 
to get better. I think 
the league is getting 
tougher, our schedule 
is getting tougher and 
I think that’s going to 
help us in the future to 
do what we want to do 
- which is go farther in 
the playoffs and win a 
state championship.”

The Buccs are hopeful 
they are headed in that 
direction even though 
there will be a lot of 
new faces inside the hel-
mets on Friday nights. 
The goals always 
remain the same.

“Playoffs is obviously 
number one,” said Her-
ron in regards to the 
team goals. “Going 
undefeated, that’s what 
we’ve always done in 
the past. But the one 
big goal is we want to 
try and make it farther 
in the post season.”

The path to accom-
plish those goals are 
much tougher than in 
previous seasons due 
to a stiffer competition 
in the regular season 
schedule and the fact 

that there are several 
unknowns due to the 
youth on the roster 
increases the challenge.

But Cates and the 
Buccaneers are looking 

forward to taking on 
each challenge head on.

“We’re excited,” he 
said. “I like where we 
are right now as a team 
and I’m anxious to see 

how the kids progress 
throughout the year. It’s 
going to be exciting to 
watch.”

It all starts on Friday 
at St. Henry.

Ben Robinson/GoBuccs.com
Ty Freeman returns for the Covington football team.

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Andrew Slusher returns for the Covington boys golf team.

Covington teams look for more success this fall
and Thomas Kuether, have improved from last sea-
son,” Wise said. “Sophomore Dylan Lucas has been 
hitting the ball well and will be one of the top golfers 
on the team.”

The Buccs also have a solid group of freshman.
“Our incoming freshmen, David McCool, Randy 

Anthony, Job Morgan, and Grant Humphrey are look-
ing pretty good and should all fi nd some playing time 
this season,” Wise said.

Wise expects Newton and National Trail to be 
strong in the CCC, along with Miami East and Frank-
lin Monroe. Covington’s goal is to improve over last 
season and gain more valuable experience.

Girls Golf
The Buccaneer girls golf team graduated three of 

their top scorers from last season and bring a lot of 
inexperience to the course this year, and third-year 
coach Adam Sweigart wants mainly for his players to 
gain some faith in themselves.

Junior Emily Thompson and sophomore Emily 
Hedrick both played last season and will lead a group 
of only fi ve players this year.

“Both of them have match experience, so we are 
going to rely heavily on them,” Sweigart said. “We 
lost three seniors who were our scoring portion 
of every match, and that’s a hard task to fi ll. We’re 
very young, with only fi ve players. We hope to be 
competitive, but fi nding out what type of team we 
are and want to become will be the biggest challenge 
in upcoming weeks. Right now, our main goal is to 
develop player confi dence. If that comes along, we 
will be right there.”
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experience, seven that have one year’s experience 
and one player in his fourth year,” the fi fth-year coach 
said. “Even with their youth, I still expect them 
to win the league (Cross County Conference) and 
compete in the sectional. That might be optimistic — 
however, who believed we would ever reach the moon 
until President Kennedy said it? If you don’t say it 
and believe it, it will never happen.”

Senior Zac Johnson is that one player with more 
than one year’s experience, returning off of a team 
that fi nished eighth in the Division II sectional last 
season and had two players, both now graduated, 
contending for the fi nal individual district qualifying 
spot.

“Zac has always been gifted, even with limited 
practice time, but this year he has more drive and 
will compete with the top players in the league,” Hen-
ley said. “He was third on the team last year and is 
beginning to play to his ability. This is a young team 
compared to last year with less overall experience, 
but they are very coachable athletes.”

Girls Golf
Bruce Vanover returns as coach.
Graduating off last year’s team was Maggie Berg-

man.
“She was a three-year varsity player who will be 

greatly missed,” Vanover said. “Her leadership was 
key to the success of the girls’ golf program last year.”

East has a strong group returning.
“We will be returning six varsity golfers this year, 

with anyone of the six capable of leading us on any 
given day,” Vanover said. “Three-year letterwinner 
Emily Rowley will be the teams only senior. Emily led 
the team from the one position last year and will do 
the same this year.”

East has a strong group of juniors and sophomores.
“Paige Lawson (sophomore) will hold down the 

two spot,” Vanover said. “Paige returns from a solid 
freshman year, and she should push Emily for the 
one spot. Two year letter winners Marissa Kearns 
(junior) and Maci Krites (junior) will hold down the 
3 and 4 spots where they should be very solid.

“Kearsten Kirby (sophomore) and Annelise Logan 
(sophomore) return for their second year of varsity 
gold, and they will be in the 5 and 6 spots. Both of 
these young ladies are capable of posting good scores, 

which gives the Vikings solid scoring from top to bot-
tom.

“Cadence Gross (freshman) rounds out the team. 
Cadence is pulling double duty this year, as she is 
playing golf for the fi rst time this year, as well as 
playing on the girls’ soccer team. With some work, 
Cadence will be able to provide great competition for 
the rest of the team as she works to break into the 
varsity line up.”

Vanover expects a good season.
“This year’s team should be competitive with six 

returning letter winners,” he said. “If the girls shoot 
the scores they are capable of during the season, 
they should have a shot at breaking several school 
records this year and posting numerous wins. They 
should also compete for the league tournament title 
this year; however, there are several schools in the 
conference that are going to be very good this year. 
National Trail and Arcanum are going to be strong 
this year, and you cannot count out Covington, as 
they have always been competitive in girls golf. The 
Lady Vikings should also be able to have a good fi n-
ish in the sectional tournament if the girls play up to 
their potential.”

Vanover hopes for a CCC title.
“As always, our fi rst goal is to with the league tour-

nament,” he said. “We also want to fi nish in the top 
four of our sectional this year, and get back to the dis-
trict golf tournament. Anything beyond the district 
tournament would be a bonus.”

Boys Soccer
Adam Bell returns for his sixth season as coach.
The Vikings are coming off a 12-3-1 season, which 

included going 3-2-1 in the CCC.
Graduating off that team were Kyler Bradley, 

Weston Hodge, Luke Mengos and Kory Yantis.
Returning letterwinners include Dalton Taynor, 

Jackson Davis, Dylan Hahn, Colten Weldy, Parker 
Heim, Wesley Sutherly, Connor Wilson and Dawsen 
Patton.

“Our goals are to win the CCC championship and 
earn a top fi ve seed in the postseason tournament,” 
Ball said.

Girls Soccer
In 13 previous seasons with the Miami East girls 

soccer team, Lil Carson didn’t have what she has 
coming into this year.

“For the fi rst time since I’ve been coaching, we 
really have a lot of depth and versatility on the ros-
ter,” she said. “All 17 girls on the roster are able to 
compete for a starting spot, which is only going to 
make us better.”

And that versatility is obvious at each position, 
too. Senior Hailey Demmitt, junior Maddie Miller 
and sophomore Chloee Thomas will be up front for 
the Vikings this year, with freshman Cassidy Walker 
looking to make an impact at forward, too. And in the 
midfi eld, seniors Haley Weaver, Macy Fellers, Stella 
Hazel and Katie Christensen, junior Cerstin Gross 
and freshmen Meadow Powers and Cadence Gross 
will compete for time.

On defense, sophomore Kelly Buck will try to fi ll 
the hole at goaltender vacated by Katie Bodenmiller, 
with juniors Whitley Gross and Savannah Nehring, 
sophomore Emily Adkins and freshmen Sophie Mark-
ley and Rori Hunley making up the backfi eld.

“We’ve obviously got a lot of freshmen, so we’ll 
have lots of energy. And our upperclassmen have 
stepped up and become pretty good leaders,” Carson 
said. “The goal is always to win the league. But we 
cannot take any game lightly. Everyone knows what 
we graduated last year, and we always have a target 
on our back. But we have a solid mix of youth and 
experience that I think will serve us well.”Home of the FREE Custom Mouthguard!

41015295

Miami East upperclassmen ready to step up
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

CASSTOWN — Miami 
East said goodbye to 12 
seniors off of last year’s 
7-4 playoff football team.

Last year’s sophomore 
class got valuable expe-
rience, though — and 
need to be ready to step 
up.

The Vikings see 14 let-
terwinners return — 11 
of them juniors — and, 
along with the team’s fi ve 
seniors, they give Miami 
East a lot to build around 
as they look to contend 
for a Cross County Con-
ference championship 
and try to reach the play-
offs for a sixth straight 
season.

“We’re hoping,” Miami 
East coach Max Cur-
rent said. “A lot of the 
sophomores got a lot of 
action last year. That 
class is where all our 
numbers are — we have 
15 or 16 of them out of 
the 35, so half my team 
is that junior class. A lot 
of them got some good 
experience. We’re going 
to rely heavily on that 
class.

“They’re juniors now, 
so it’s their time. Time 
to step up, to be leaders 

and take their opportu-
nity, just like the people 
before them. It’s their 
time.”

On offense, the Vikings 
return six players, mainly 
at the skill positions. 
Quarterback Ian Gen-
gler, running back Justin 
Brown, wide receiver 
Blaine Brokschmidt and 
linemen Brenden Dalton 
and Caleb Snyder — all 
juniors — and senior 
wide receiver Alex Dinar-
do are back.

It’s the same story 
on defense, too, with 
fi ve returners — all of 
them juniors. Brown and 
Brokschmidt return in 
the secondary, as well as 
linebackers Vincent Vil-
lella and Colt Frazier and 
defensive lineman Lance 
Rohrbach.

“It’s mainly our skills 
where we have our 
returning starters,” Cur-
rent said. “We’ve got two 
offensive lineman that 
were starters last year, 
and I’ve only got one 
defensive lineman that 
was a starter last year. 
But I’ve got two of the 
three DBs and a couple 
linebackers, and on 
offense we have our quar-
terback, a running back 
and a couple receivers — 

but up on the front, we 
have to do some replac-
ing on both sides of the 
ball.”

Brown brings back 
657 rushing yards and 
229 receiving yards 
along, and Gengler 
threw for 539 yards, 
going 37 for 84 last sea-
son, with both Brown 
and Dalton earning 
All-Cross County Con-
ference honors. But in 
addition to three line-
men, the Vikings will 
be looking to replace 
fullback Levi Adducchio 
and running back Arron 
Adams — two of the 
most productive mem-
bers of last year’s team.

“At fullback, we’re 
looking at Vincent Villel-
la and Jesse Nick, those 
two plus Ryan Dinardo 
and Jonah Wolf. But 
right now, Vincent’s the 
No. 1. He’s looking pret-
ty good there,” Current 
said. “We’ve got to fi nd 
some depth, though, 
since Vincent’s also an 
inside linebacker, going 
both ways. It’s nice to 
have a capable backup.

“We have to replace 
two good backs, too, 
Arron and Levi. Colt 
Frazier, he’s no foreigner 
to the backfi eld. He 

got reps at wingback 
last year. They’ve got 
some experience — but 
they’ve got some big 
shoes to fi ll.”

The Vikings went 7-1 
in the CCC last season, 
fi nishing second only to 
undefeated Covington. 
The landscape in the 
league, though, will 
be a bit different this 
season — Fort Loramie 
joins the CCC in football 
this season, giving the 
Vikings a new contender 
to worry about.

“I don’t know much 
about Fort Loramie, so 
that’s a big concern,” 
Current said. “Coving-
ton of course is a team 
to watch for. Bethel, this 
is year four for (Bethel 
coach Scott) Clodfelter, 
so that class of kids 
should be solid. Arca-
num has some new life 
and energy.

“It’ll be interesting. 
We’re hoping we can 
compete and contend 
for a league title.”

The playoff situation 
could also be very dif-
ferent for the Vikings as 
they move up to Divi-
sion V, Region 20. Since 
2007, the Vikings have 
qualifi ed for the playoffs 
seven times — includ-

ing the last fi ve years in 
a row — in Division VI.

It also makes their 
Week 1 game poten-
tially more interesting 
and meaningful than it 
has been in the past, 
too — Miami County 
rival Milton-Union was 
a playoff team the past 
two years in a row in 
the Vikings’ new playoff 
region.

The Vikings have a 
new non-league oppo-

nent on the schedule in 
Week 2, when they face 
another playoff team at 
Sidney Lehman. And 
Week 4 will be when 
Miami East meets Fort 
Loramie for the fi rst 
time.

One way or another, 
the young Vikings are 
ready for their opportu-
nity to step up.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Anthony Weber | Aim Media Photo
Miami East’s Blaine Brockshmidt makes a tackle against Bethel 
last year.

Sta�  Reports

CASSTOWN — Dan Peterson returns as Miami 
East volleyball coach after leading the Lady Vikings 
to the D-III state title and a 25-5 record last year. East 
was 12-0 in CCC play.

Graduating off that team were Jillian Wesco, Taylor 
McCuiston, Reagan Morrett, Carly Gump, Alyssa 
Westgerdes and Sidney Pelfrey.

The Vikings are led by one of the top players in the 
state in senior Jonni Parker.

Also returning are seniors Kyndall Hellyer, Kaitlyn 
Mack, Anna Jacomet and Lydia Conley; and sopho-
mores Sophie Jacomet and Gabrielle Hawkins.

“New season, but same goals and expectations,” 
Peterson said. “We return a strong core and look to 
be in thick of things to return to state. We are in a 
tough region to get out of and are defi nitely excited 
for the opportunity t represent our school and com-
munity on the court again.”

Peterson hopes for another CCC title.

Boys Cross Country
Alan Russell is back for his ninth season as coach.
The Vikings fi nished second in the CCC last year.
Graduating off that team were Justin DeWeese and 

Luke Mengos.
Returning letterwinners include senior Taton 

Bertsch, juniors Gavin Horne and Keagan Carsey and 
sophomores Michael Bair and Alex Hayes.

“I think we have a very solid team coming back 
this season,” Russell said. “Gavin Horne has earned 
his way to the state cross country meet in each of his 
fi rst two seasons. He looks to earn his way to a third 
straight appearance this season.

“Taton Bertsch and Alex Hayes look very strong 
coming into this season. We have a large group of 
underclassmen that have been working hard and pro-
vide some talented depth to this team.”

Russell hopes to stay competitive in the CCC and 
make a run at the top spot.

Girls Cross Country
Russell also coaches the girls.
Miami East fi nished second in the CCC last year.
Graduating off that team were state qualifi ers 

Marie Ewing and Lorenza Savini, as well as Abby 
Bollinger.

Returning letterwinners include senior Lindsey 
Yingst and sophomore Paige Blauvelt.

“Lindsey Yingst comes into the season in good 
shape,” Russell said. “She narrowly missed earning 
a spot in the state cross country meet last year. She 
hopes to improve on that performance this year.”

Russell hopes to improve with each race with a 
young team and continue to be competitive in the 
CCC.

Boys Golf
Miami East coach Terry Henley has this year’s 

Vikings shooting for the moon, in a manner of speak-
ing.

“We have seven players that have no golf 

East spikers ready to defend D-III state title

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Lindsey Yingst is back for the Miami East girls cross country team.
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Gibson, Fridley return for second season as Houston coaches
Sta�  Reports

HOUSTON — Misty 
Gibson returns for her 
second season as Hous-
ton volleyball coach.

The Lady Wildcats 
fi nished 2-20 overall last 
year and 1-11 in the SCL.

Graduating off that 
team was Jenna Green.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior Sarah 
Monnier, juniors Jess 
Monnier, Hayden Ries-
enback, Alyssa Kemp, 
Olivia Bowser, Han-
nah Bixler and Cassidy 
Mayse and sophomore 
Allisen Foster.

“Houston is in a very 
competitive league 
(Shelby County Athletic 
League),” Gibson said. 
“We look to be com-
petitive in the SCAL 
this season. Houston 
is more experienced 
with a returning senior, 
six returning juniors, a 
returning sophomore and 
incoming freshman.”

Boys Cross Country
Ron Boeke, Bill McK-

inney and Tyler Roeth 
return as coaches.

The coaches have 
50-plus years combined 
track coaching experi-
ence. McKinney and 
Roeth are former Divi-
sion 1 college runners at 
University of Dayton.

The Wildcats fi nished 

third in the SCAL, fi fth 
at district and ninth at 
regionals a year ago.

Graduating off 
that team was Devyn 
Ostrander.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors 
Parker Cox and Dakota 
Francis; juniors Ethan 
Knouff and Tristin Freis-
tuhler; and sophomores 
Jacob Slater, Joseph Earl, 
Patrick Meiring, Blake 
Jacobs and Wesley Jester.

“We have nine let-
terwinners returning 
from last year’s regional 
qualifying team,” the 
coaches said. “With only 
losing one senior from 
last year’s team so we 
have a lot of returning 
experience. Our return-
ing lettermen Dakota 
Francis, Parker Cox, 
Ethan Knouff, Tristin 
Freistuhler, Jacob Slater, 
Blake Jacobs, and Patrick 
Meiring have regional 
meet experience from 
last year and have 
worked hard this sum-
mer.

“We have a few new-
comers as well that will 
provide depth for us. 
Expectations will be set 
high based upon the suc-
cess of last year. As long 
as we continue to work 
hard, develop our poten-
tial, and can stay healthy 
as a team we expect 
to compete well in our 

regular season meets and 
run well in the league 
and post season meets.”

The coaches hope to 
be competitive and fi n-
ish in the top three in a 
very strong SCAL, which 
includes defending state 
champion Fort Loramie.

Girls Cross Country
Boeke, Roeth and 

McKinney also coach the 
girls.

Houston was third at 
the SCAL and ninth at 
districts a year ago.

Graduating off that 
team were Emma Mertz, 
Kaitlyn Ellison and Ally 
Voisard.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior 
Morgan Ely and juniors 
Hollie Voisard and Addie 
White.

“We return three very 
experienced upperclass-
men in Morgan Ely, 
Hollie Voisard, and 
Addie White and had a 
very successful season 
and league meet last 
year,” the coaches said. 
“We lost three valuable 
seniors from last year, 
but we have four new-
comers who can hope-
fully step up as freshmen 
and fi ll those shoes. Our 
newcomers are young, 
but hopefully can step in 
and progress quickly as 
the year goes along. If we 
work hard and reach our 

potential, we have the 
chance to have another 
successful season 
throughout the year and 
into the post season.”

Houston hopes to be 
in the top three at the 
SCAL meet again this 
year.

Boys Golf
Nate Fridley returns 

for his second season as 
coach.

“Last year was a 
rebuilding year (my 
fi rst year coaching the 
team),” Fridley said. “We 
had a tremendous infl ux 
of beginning golfers, all 
of whom have put in a 
huge amount of effort to 
learn the game of golf 
from scratch. I have been 
extremely proud of the 
number of golf rounds 
that have been played by 
these kids.

“We have increased 
our numbers from one 
or two serious golfers 
in 2015 to 20 consistent 
and dedicated golfers on 
our 2017 roster.

Graduating off last 
year’s team was Tristin 
Stangel, the number one 
golfer on the team.

“Tristin’s shoes will 
be fi lled this year by the 
greatly improved Camer-
on Via and Bryan Funk,” 
Fridley said. “Cameron 
is an extremely talented 
golfer who has gained a 

tremendous amount of 
confi dence over the sum-
mer. Bryan started play-
ing golf in July 2016 and 
has played over 100 golf 
rounds over the course of 
the year. He has picked 
up the game quickly, and 
consistently shoots in the 
mid to lower 40’s.”

Other returning let-
terwinners are junior 
Nathan Stangel and soph-
omores Cole Pitchfork 
and Jon Steiner.

“The twenty kids we 
have on the team now 
have taken golf far more 
seriously than any Hous-
ton golf teamd in the 
past ten years,” Fridley 
said. “I think this pro-
gram is really gaining 
momentum and I think 
the big effort that has 
been put in this summer 
will reap several match 

wins during the 2017 
golf season.

“I want to thank all of 
these kids for working 
so hard this year and 
for buying into golf. 
Their hard work will 
pay off this year, and 
has inspired a bunch of 
fi fth through eight grade 
Houston students to 
pick up the game of golf.

Fridley expects the 
SCAL to be as strong as 
ever.

“The SCAL league 
is likely to be led by 
favorites Anna and Fort 
Loramie this year,” 
he said. “After these 
two teams, there is a 
dogfi ght for spots thrd 
through seventh. I think 
we have a strong chance 
to have our highest 
league fi nish in the past 
fi ve years.

Luke Gronneberg/Call File Photo
Houston’s Sara Monnier sets the ball against Anna last year.

Sta�  Reports

RUSSIA — Aaron Watkins returns 
for his second season as Russia volley-
ball coach.

The Lady Raiders were 14-12 over-
all and 6-6 in the SCAL last season, 
advancing to the D-IV district fi nals.

Graduating off that team were Chris 
Gaerke, Rachel York, Chloe Sherman, 
Faith Magoto, Julia Monnin and Katie 
Swartz.

Record setting libero Whitney Plei-
man, a senior, returns.

Also returning are seniors Cameo 
Wilson (outside hitter), Lexi Monnin 
(defensive specialist) and Claudia 
Counts (rightside hitter); and juniors 
Jenna Cordonnier (setter), Laurissa 
Poling (middle hitter) and Morgan 
Wenrick (outside hitter).

“We are looking forward to another 
strong season,” Watkins said. “We 
have seven girls with varsity experi-
ence back. Juniors Sam Gaerke and 
Faith Apple and freshman Ashley 
Scott will fi ll the holes our seniors left. 
Summer has been great and we are 
pleased with our level of play.

“It has been 14 years since a Rus-
sia volleyball team won the county 
(SCAL) or made it to regionals and 
that is our goal this season. We have 
talked a lot about consistency with the 
girls and that we need to push hard 
every day towards our goals.”

Watkins hopes to be at the top of the 
SCAL, but knows it will be a strong 
challenge to do that.

Boys Cross Country
Doug Foster returns for his 12th 

season as coach.
Russia fi nished 150-61 last year, 

fi nishing fourth in the Shelby County 

League meet and qualifying for 
regionals for the 11th straight year.

Graduating off that team team 
were Alex Seger and Ethan Mon-
nier.

Returning letterwinners include 
senior Zachary Bell, junior Gavin 
George and sophomore Andrew 
DeLoye.

“This year’s team possesses a 
group of young men who are inex-
perienced at the varsity level,” 
Foster said. “Senior Zachary Bell, 
junior Gavin George and sophomore 
Andrew DeLoye will be leading the 
young Raiders.”

Competing for spots in the top 
seven are juniors Henry Tumbusch 
and Noah Magoto, sophomores Ajay 
Seger, Alex Seger and Will Magoto 
and freshman Jonathon Bell and 
Nicholas Caldwell.

“Our goals this year will be dif-
ferent than the previous seasons,” 
Foster said. “We want all our runners 
to progress and become a better team 
and run our best races at the end of 
the year. Hopefully, this can happen 
and I know our runners will give it 
their best shot.”

Foster sees the SCAL as strong 
again.

“Fort Loramie will have three of its 
top fi ve runners back from the 2016 
D-III boys state champion,” Foster said. 
“They will be the favorite to win the 
Shelby County League title, but don’t 
sleep on Houston. They return a group 
of talented runners that may get them 
to the top by the end of the season.”

Foster hopes to be in the middle of 
the pack.

Girls Cross Country
Foster also coaches the girls.

The Lady Raiders fi nished 149-49, 
won the SCAL and Dayton District 
D-III meets, placed third in the D-III 
regional meet and 14th at the D-III 
state meet.

Graduating off that team were Shea 
Goubeaux and Audrey Gariety.

Returning letterwinners include 
seniors Megan Frazier and Becky 
Pinchot, juniors Anna Fiessinger and 
Claire Meyer and sophomore Clare 
Caldwell.

“With fi ve of our top seven run-
ners back, our expectations will once 
again be extremely high,” Foster said. 
“Megan (Frazier), Becky (Pinchot), 
Anna (Fiessinger), Claire (Meyer) 

and Clare (Caldwell) all return to 
anchor this year’s squad. We feel each 
of these individuals is going to have a 
breakout year.”

Competing for spots in the top 
seven are juniors Emma Delaet and 
Kennedy Goubeaux, sophomores 
Andrea Monnin, Sarah Pinchot, Nata-
lie Klosterman and Jessica Colby and 
freshman Becca Seger and Katelyn 
Monnin.

“Our goals for the upcoming season 
are to place high as we can at the 
big invitationals, to win the Shelby 
County Preview, the Shelby County 
League meet, the Dayton Districts, 
the Southwest Regional meet and to 
qualify to the state meet in Hebron.

“From there, we will see what 
happens. If we can stay healthy and 
injury free, our goals this season are 
very attainable.”

Foster sees his team and Fort 
Loramie as the co-favorites in the 
SCAL and expects it to be a great 
competition.

Boys Golf
Terry Daugherty returns as coach.
Graduating off last year’s team were 

Dylan Cordonnier and Clay George.
Returning letterwinners include 

seniors Jack Dapore and Brandon 
Koverman; and juniors Will Sherman 
and Tyler Scott.

“We are hoping to improve on our 
league and overall record,” Daugherty 
said. “I feel we will be very competi-
tive in many of our matches. I have 
a great group of boys out this year, 
including four boys who are new to 
the game and two JV players from 
last year.”

Daugherty is making no predicions 
on the SCAL.

Russia teams have high goals for fall season

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Anna Fiessinger returns for the Russia girls 
cross country team.

Sta�  Reports

PLEASANT HILL — The New-
ton volleyball team will rely on a 
number of key returning players 
this season.

Back at outside hitters will be 
fi rst-team All-Cross County Con-
ference selection Maddie Hildeb-
rand and Mallory Dunlevy.

“This will be our strength 
this year,” Newton coach Mike 
Albright said. “Maddie was our 
go-to last year as a sophomore and 
has worked hard this offseason.”

The setters will be Kacie Tack-
ett — who led the CCC in assists 
last year, and Chloe Rapp. Middle 
hitters will be Alicia Dunning and 
Erin Norman. The liberos and 

defensive specialists will be Alyssa 
Rapp, Hallie Gipe and Treanna 
Lavy.

“Our goal, as always, is to com-
pete for a league title,” Albright 
said. “The league is pretty strong 
this year and we should be com-
petitive with all the top teams.”

Newton features new coaches in cross country, boys soccer

See NEWTON | 10
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Hawk takes over as Bradford football coach
By Kyle Shaner
kshaner@dailyadvocate.com

BRADFORD – The 
2017 season is a time of 
transition for the Brad-
ford football team as the 
Railroaders rejoin the 
Cross County Confer-
ence under the leader-
ship of new head coach 
Chris Hawk.

Hawk, a Bethel gradu-
ate, comes to Bradford 
after two seasons at 
Tri-County North where 
he served as the junior 
varsity coach and ran 
the varsity offense. He 
also spent three years at 
Springfi eld Northwest-
ern where he was the 
defensive coordinator 
and spent one season at 
Beavercreek.

Hawk is Bradford’s 
fi fth head coach in the 
past fi ve seasons and 
inherits a program 
that spent the past two 
years playing as a con-
ference independent. 
The Railroaders didn’t 
have a varsity team in 
2014, instead playing 
a junior varsity slate. 
Subsequently the CCC 

kept Bradford out of 
the league for the past 
two years, but now the 
Railroaders rejoin the 
league along with Fort 
Loramie and Tri-Vil-
lage to form a 12-team 
conference.

“We’re really excited 
about that,” Hawk 
said of rejoining the 
CCC. “There are some 
changes going on in 
the CCC with some 
new people coming in 
so it’s a great time.”

Bradford, which 
went 3-7 a year ago, 
enters this season hop-
ing to be competitive 
with its CCC brethren.

“We want to be com-
petitive when we come 
onto the fi eld,” Hawk 
said. “We want people 
to know that they were 
in a dogfi ght, win, lose 
or draw.”

The Railroaders enter 
the season with 27 play-
ers, which includes nine 
seniors. They will rely 
on a lot of those players 
to contribute on both 
offense and defense.

“We are not neces-
sarily a young team,” 

Hawk said. “We just 
don’t have a lot of us. 
So when we have to 
fi ll in with these guys, 
getting them a break 
and so forth, we need 
to get the young guys 
to be able to step it up 
so we’re not losing as 

much.”
Bradford has youth 

at quarterback where it 
has to replace last year’s 
starter, Andy Branson, 
who is out with a knee 
injury he suffered last 
basketball season.

Competing to replace 

Branson as the signal 
caller are a pair of soph-
omores, Gavin Trevino 
and Spencer Fischer.

With a pair of inexpe-
rienced quarterbacks in 
the running for varsity 
time, Hawk anticipates 
relaying a lot on the run 

game.
“That goes back to 

the point of the young 
quarterbacks,” he said. 
“I would love to have 
a more even (offense), 
and right now it’s just 
not a time that we’re 
ready for that.”

Hunter Penkal will 
play halfback, Larkin 
Painter will line up at 
fullback, and Kyle Mills 
will play wing. Dial-
aquan Millhouse will 
provide depth at each of 
those positions.

Clay Layman will line 
up wide at split end for 
the Railroaders.

The offensive line is 
less settled. Josh Phil-
lips has emerged as 
a leader at guard and 
Hunter Gheen is lead-
ing the way at center, 
but the rest of the line 
remains up in the air.

“Josh Phillips is our 
leader at guard on the 
line,” Hawk said. “Right 
now he’s probably our 
rock.”

Phillips also has 
emerged as a strong 

Anthony Weber | Aim Media Photo
Bradford’s Hunter Penkal will be back in the Railroaders backfield this year.

All-Ohio runner Knepp back for Bradford
Sta�  Reports

BRADFORD — New Brad-
ford volleyball coach Holly 
Beam has had the Railroaders 
working hard in the offsea-
son, and she has the team 
trying to make progress and 
get back to near the .500 
mark.

“Our team is coming off a 
rough couple of years, but we 
have been in the gym all sum-
mer and are going strong into 
the beginning of the season,” 
Beam said. “We have learned 
a lot about each other and are 
working hard to get our team 
ready for the season. We 
have set a team goal of .400 
overall, and we’re looking to 
go .450 in the Cross County 
Conference this year.”

Leading the way will be 
senior outside hitter Bailey 
Wysong, with junior Bianca 
Keener and senior Ivee Bru-
backer in the middle. Senior 
Hannah Fout will have the 
setting duties, while junior 
Macie Reck is the team’s 
libero.

Boys Cross Country
Bradford’s boys cross coun-

try team has three strong 
senior returners to build 
around in Johnny Fike, Kurt 
Hoover and Jordan Shella-
barger, and fi rst-year coach 
Rob Grillot wants to see just 
how far they can progress this 
season.

“We have some boys runners 
that we are looking forward 
to watching them progress 
and seeing how far we can get 
them,” Grillot said.

Girls Cross Country
First-year Bradford cross 

country coach Rob Grillot 
thinks that, with the help of a 
returning top-10 fi nisher, the 
Railroader girls cross country 
team can make its way to the 
state tournament this season.

Leading the way for Brad-
ford’s girls will be junior Kar-
men Knepp, who placed 10th 
at the Division III state meet 
as a sophomore last season. 
Also returning is one senior, 
Chelsea Gill, to help lead a 
team that will include fresh-

man Skipp Miller, who won 
the Cross County Conference 
race in junior high last year.

“This year we would pos-
sibly like to take the girls team 
to state,” Grillot said. “If that 
doesn’t happen, we are hoping 
that a couple of individuals go. 
We’re also hoping to win some 
girls meets, including the con-
ference. It’s hard saying this 
early, but we’d like the girls to 
become CCC champs.”

Boys Golf
With three returners and one 

player in each grade level, the 
Bradford boys golf team has a 
good mix for fi rst-year coach 
Ryan Schulze to work with as 
the Railroaders aim to improve 
from the beginning of the sea-
son to its end.

Three players return to 
Bradford’s lineup this year: 
senior Hayden Dickerson, 
junior Eric Sanders and sopho-
more Brayden Sanders, with 
one incoming freshman joining 
the team in Jenn Wolf.

“I expect Hayden to be 
our No. 1 golfer and to shoot 

consistently in the low 40s 
and possibly high 30s per 
nine holes,” Schulze said. 
“Both Eric and Brayden have 
improved from last year and 
will be the No. 2 and 3 golf-
ers. Jenn is new to the sport 

and continues to improve each 
time out.

“I look for our team to con-
sistently improve as the season 
moves forward. My goals are 
for the players to have fun and 
get better each time out.”

All-Ohio runner Karmen Knepp returns for the Bradford girls cross country team.

By Kyle Shaner
kshaner@dailyadvocate.com

VERSAILLES – Versailles has 
a strong group of upperclassmen 
whom the Tigers will depend on 
as they seek to qualify for the Ohio 
High School Athletic Association 
playoffs in 2017.

This year the Versailles football 
team is seeking its fi rst postseason 
appearance since 2014 when the 
Tigers reached the regional semifi -
nals of the tournament before being 
knocked out by eventual state cham-
pion Minster.

Versailles will have plenty of 
opportunities to earn playoff points 
this season as its schedule includes 
Division III Celina, who went 5-5 last 
year, and Division VI Delphos Jef-
ferson, who went 9-1 and reached the 
second round of the playoffs.

After those tough non-conference 
games, Versailles goes into Midwest 
Athletic Conference play where the 
schedule only gets tougher. The con-
ference has sent three teams to the 
state fi nals in each of the past three 

seasons.
The fortunate thing for the Tigers 

is that they are in Division V along 
with Anna while the rest of the 
MAC is in Divisions VI and VII. 
That means if Versailles would make 
the playoffs it would avoid most of 
its conference rivals in the postsea-
son, unlike the Division VI squads 
including Coldwater, Fort Recovery, 
Marion Local and St. Henry, which 
appear poised to cannibalize each 
other come November.

“We have a lot higher chance of 
missing a MAC team if we make it 
to the playoffs than if we made it in 
Division VI,” Miller said. “I think 
Division VI in the southwest region 
is going to be a bloodbath.”

To get to the playoffs Versailles 
will depend on a roster that includes 
10 seniors. The Tigers also have a 
good group of juniors but then have a 
steep drop-off in terms of experience.

“Our fi rst group on both sides of 
the ball we feel pretty comfortable 
with, but all of our backups seems 
to be sophomores, and they inexpe-
rienced,” Miller said. “We feel good 
about our fi rst group, but then if we 
have any injuries or we’ve got to sub 
guys if they’re getting tired we get 
inexperienced in a hurry.”

Versailles will run the same 
schemes as last year, and on offense 
will continue to establish the run 
fi rst.

“We’re defi nitely going to establish 
the run fi rst,” Miller said. “Ideally 
we’d like to have close to an even 

Versailles football has strong group of underclassmen

Chuck Runner/Aim Media Photo
Noah Waymire is back at quarterback for 
Versailles

Sta�  Reports

Shaun VanSkyock takes over as Ver-
sailles boys golf coach.

The Tigers are coming off winning the 
MAC title a year ago.

Graduating off that team were Nick Lit-
ten-Stonebraker, Kyle Cotner, Alex Gross, 
Isaac Ruhenkamp and Kyle Dapore.

Returning letterwinners are senior

Versailles golfers 
look to continue 
success on links

Versailles 
golfer 
Austin 
Pleiman 
hits a 
tee shot 
earlier 
this 
season.

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo

See HAWK | 10

See VERSAILLES GOLFERS | 10See VERSAILLES FOOTBALL | 10
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The Paint &
    Collision
         Specialist

150 R. M. Davis Pkwy P.O. Box 639 • Piqua, OH 45356
937-778-9792 • 937-778-8546 Fax • 800-427-4880

dick@dicklumpkinsautobody.com
dicklumpkinsautobody.com

Got A Bump?

Call Lump!

• State of the art color match system
• Vehicle, Boat, RV & Semi Repairs
• Insurance work our Specialty
• Frame Repair & Mechanical Services
• Rental Car / Loaner Vehicles

41014614

CONOVER 
Lumber Company

Pre-Built • Build On-Site

937-368-3010
Corner of St Rt. 36 & Alcony Conover Rd.

SHED
CITY conoverlumber.com

Custom designed sheds 
built by skilled craftsmen. 
Alpine Structure buildings.

Hours:
Mon-Fri 7:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 8:00am to 12:00noon

41012750

PIQUA
Football
Aug. 25, at Meadowdale, 8 p.m.
Sept. 1, TROTWOOD-MADISON, 7 p.m.
Sept. 8, FRANKLIN, 7 p.m.
Sept. 15, at West Carrollton, 7 p.m.
Sept. 22, XENIA, 7 p.m.
Sept. 29, SIDNEY, 7 p.m.
Oct. 6, at Greenville, 7 p.m.
Oct. 12, VANDALIA-BUTLER, 7 p.m.
Oct. 20, at Tippecanoe, 7 p.m.
Oct. 27, at Troy, 7 p.m.

Cross Country
Aug. 26, at Bob Schul
Aug. 30, at Sidney Dual
Sept. 2, at Covington Invitational
Sept. 7, at Milton-Union/Vandalia-
Butler
Sept. 13, PIQUA INVITATIONAL
Sept. 16, at Graham Invitational
Sept. 23, at Sidney Invitational
Sept. 30, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 4, at Tipp Two Miler
Oct. 7, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 14, at GWOC

Boys Golf
Aug. 26, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 29, at Greenville
Aug. 30, at Miami East
Aug. 31, SIDNEY
Sept. 6, STEBBINS
Sept. 7, at Fairborn
Sept. 11, RUSSIA
Sept. 12, at Troy
Sept. 18, at Milton-Union
Sept. 19, at Sidney
Sept. 20, COVINGTON
Sept. 25, GREENVILLE
Sept. 26, at GWOC Postseason

Girls Golf
Aug. 26, at Miami East
Aug. 28, at West Carrollton
Aug. 29, at Franklin Monroe
Aug. 30, NORTHMONT
Sept. 5, TROY
Sept. 6, HOME
Sept. 11, at Wayne
Sept. 13, HOME
Sept. 14, at Northmont
Sept. 18, at Fairmont
Sept. 20, at Greenville
Sept. 21, at Vandalia-Butler
Sept. 27, at GWOC Postseason

Boys Soccer
Aug. 26, at Graham
Aug. 29, at West Carrollton
Sept. 5, at Xenia
Sept. 7, at Fairborn
Sept. 12, STEBBINS
Sept. 16, at Miami East
Sept. 19, TIPPECANOE
Sept. 21, XENIA
Sept. 23, STIVERS
Sept. 26, SIDNEY
Oct. 3, at Greenville
Oct. 7, at Vandalia-Butler
Oct. 10, TROY
Oct. 12, at Spring� eld

Girls Soccer
Aug. 26, WEST CARROLLTON
Aug. 28, BETHEL
Aug. 30, at Xenia
Sept. 2, at Celina
Sept. 6, FAIRBORN
Sept. 13, at Stebbins
Sept. 16, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Sept. 18, at Spring� eld
Sept. 20, Tippecanoe
Sept. 27, at Sidney
Oct. 4, GREENVILLE
Oct. 7, at Fairmont
Oct. 11, at Troy
Oct. 14, MIAMI EAST

Girls Tennis
Aug. 28, at Wayne
Aug. 30, STIVERS
Aug. 31, FAIRBORN
Sept. 5, at Stebbins
Sept. 6, at Bellefontaine
Sept. 7, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Sept. 11, URBANA
Sept. 12, at Tippecanoe
Sept. 14, at Sidney
Sept. 18, at Northridge
Sept. 19, GREENVILLE
Sept. 21, at Troy
Sept. 25, TECUMSEH
Sept. 28, at GWOC

Volleyball
Aug. 29, at Sidney
Aug. 31, GREENVILLE
Sept. 5, at Troy
Sept. 7, TROTWOOD-MADISON
Sept. 12, WEST CARROLLTON
Sept. 14, at Xenia
Sept. 18, at Wapakoneta
Sept. 20, SIDNEY
Sept. 21, FAIRBORN
Sept. 23, PIQUA INVITATIONAL
Sept. 26, at Stebbins
Sept. 27, at Vandalia-Butler
Oct. 2, NORTHMONT
Oct. 3, TIPPECANOE
Oct. 7, at Celina
Oct. 10, at Greenville
Oct. 12, TROY

BRADFORD
Football
Aug. 25, at New Bremen, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 1, TROY CHRISTIAN, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 8, MISSISSINAWA VALLEY, 7:30 
p.m.
Sept. 15, at Arcanum, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 22, TRI-COUNTY NORTH, 7:30 
p.m.
Sept. 29, at Tri-Village, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 6, at Miami East, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 13, COVINGTON, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 20, at Bethel, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 27, ANSONIA, 7:30 p.m.

Cross Country
Aug. 26, at Bob Schul
Sept. 2, at Treaty City
Sept. 9, at Spencerville Invitational
Sept. 16, at Cedarville
Sept. 23, at Versailles
Sept. 26, at Tri-Village
Sept. 30, at Milton-Union
Oct. 5, at Coldwater
Oct. 7, at Anna
Oct. 14, at CCC

Boys Golf
Aug. 26, at Tri-Village
Aug. 29, at Mississinawa Valley
Aug. 31, TRI-VILLAGE
Sept. 2, VERSAILLES
Sept. 5, at National Trail
Sept. 7, at Covington
Sept. 11, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 12, BETHEL
Sept. 14, at Arcanum
Sept. 18, Ansonia
Sept. 21, CCC

Volleyball
Aug. 26, at Franklin Monroe
Aug. 28, CEDARVILLE
Aug. 31, at Arcanum
Sept. 5, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 7, at TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Sept. 9, at Houston
Sept. 12, NATIONAL TRAIL
Sept. 14, at Miami East
Sept. 19, COVINGTON
Sept. 21, at Bethel
Sept. 23, at Newton
Sept. 26, at Ansonia
Sept. 28, TRI-VILLAGE
Sept. 30, NORTHRIDGE
Oct. 2, FORT RECOVERY
Oct. 3, NEWTON
Oct. 10, at Mississinawa Valley
Oct. 12, FRANKLIN MONROE

COVINGTON
Football
Aug. 25, at St. Henry, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 1, MINSTER, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 8, FORT LORAMIE, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 15, at Tri-County North, 7:30 
p.m.
Sept. 22, ARCANUM, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 29, at Miami East, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 6, BETHEL, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 13, at Bradford, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 20, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH, 7:30 
p.m.
Oct. 27, at National Trail, 7:30 p.m.

Cross Country
Aug. 26, at Bob Schul
Sept. 2, BUCC EAGLES INVITATIONAL
Sept. 9, at Spencerville Invitational
Sept. 16, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 23, at Sidney Invitational
Sept. 30, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 7, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 14, at CCC

Boys Golf
Aug. 24, at Tri-Village
Aug. 28, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Aug. 31, at Tri-County North
Sept. 2, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 5, at Mississinawa Valley
Sept. 7, BRADFORD
Sept. 9, at FM Jet Invitational
Sept. 11, at Newton
Sept. 12, ANSONIA
Sept. 14, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 18, at Arcanum
Sept. 21, at CCC

Girls Golf
Aug. 24, at Tri-Village
Aug. 26, at Miami East Invitational
Aug. 31, at St. Henry
Sept. 7, at National Trail
Sept. 12, TRI-VILLAGE
Sept. 13, PIQUA
Sept. 14, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 18, at Arcanum
Sept. 21, at CCC

Volleyball
Aug. 28, ANNA
Aug. 29, at Bethel
Aug. 31, ANSONIA
Sept. 5, at Tri-Village
Sept. 7, NEWTON
Sept. 12, at Mississinawa Valley
Sept. 14, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 18, FAIRLAWN
Sept. 19, at Bradford
Sept. 21, ARCANUM
Sept. 23, at Minster Invitational
Sept. 26, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 28, at Tri-County North
Oct. 2, VERSAILLES
Oct. 3, at National Trail
Oct. 10, MIAMI EAST

HOUSTON
Cross Country
Aug. 26, at Bob Schul
Sept. 2, at Treaty City
Sept. 9, at Spencerville Invitational
Sept. 12, at Fort Loramie Invitational
Sept. 16, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 23, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 30, at Botkins Invitational
Oct. 7, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 14, at SCAL meet

Boys Golf
Aug. 24, BOTKINS
Aug. 25, SIDNEY
Aug. 26, at Sectional Preview
Aug. 28, at St. Henry
Aug. 29, FAIRLAWN
Sept. 5, FORT RECOVERY
Sept. 7, JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 9, at FM Jet Invitational
Sept. 11, SIDNEY
Sept. 12, ST. HENRY
Sept. 14, SCAL
Sept. 16, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 19, JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 21, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Sept. 25, SIDNEY

Volleyball
Aug. 24, at Russia
Aug. 28, at Arcanum
Aug. 29, ANNA
Aug. 31, at Botkins
Sept. 5, FAIRLAWN
Sept. 7, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 9, BRADFORD
Sept. 14, JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 16, at Sidney Tri
Sept. 19, RUSSIA
Sept. 21, at Anna
Sept. 26, BOTKINS
Sept. 28, at Fairlawn
Sept. 30, HOUSTON TRI
Oct 2, MINSTER
Oct. 3, FORT LORAMIE
Oct. 9, at Franklin Monroe
Oct. 10, at Jackson Center

LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Football
Aug. 25, at Fort Recovery
Sept. 1, MIAMI EAST (at Sidney)
Sept. 9, GRAHAM (at Piqua)
Sept. 15, at Ridgemont
Sept, 22, MARION ELGIN (at Lehman)
Sept. 29, at Hardin Northern
Oct. 6, WAYNESFIELD (at Piqua)
Oct. 13, at Upper Scioto Valley
Oct. 20, LIMA PERRY (at Sidney)
Oct. 27, at Riverside

Cross Country
Aug. 26, at Bob Schul
Sept. 2, at Wapakoneta Invitational
Sept. 9, at Spencerville Invitational
Sept. 19, at Minster Classic
Sept. 23, at Sidney Invitational
Sept. 30, at Botkins Invitational
Oct. 4, at Tippecanoe Invitational
Oct. 7, at Anna Invitational

Boys Golf
Aug. 28, UPPER SCIOTO VALLEY
Sept. 2, at Versailles
Sept. 8, NEW KNOXVILLE
Sept. 11, RIVERSIDE
Sept. 12, TROY CHRISTIAN
Sept. 14, PIQUA
Sept. 18, SIDNEY
Sept. 21, HOUSTON

Boys Soccer
Aug. 24, ALLEN EAST
Aug. 29, at Milton-Union
Aug. 31, at Lincolnview
Sept. 7, NEW KNOXVILLE
Sept. 12, at Spencerville
Sept. 21, at Jackson Center
Sept. 23, TROY CHRISTIAN
Sept. 28, LIMA CATHOLIC
Sept. 30, at Yellow Springs
Oct. 3, MIAMI EAST
Oct. 5, at Lima Temple
Oct. 7, NEWTON
Oct. 10, at Botkins
Oct. 12, FRANKLIN MONROE

Girls Soccer
Aug. 24, at Allen East
Aug. 29, MILTON-UNION
Aug. 31, LINCOLNVIEW
Sept. 2, PREBLE SHAWNEE
Sept. 7, at Coldwater
Sept. 12, SPENCERVILLE
Sept. 14, DELPHOS ST. JOHN’S
Sept. 16, at Miami East
Sept. 19, NEWTON
Sept. 25, at West Liberty-Salem
Sept. 28, at Lima Central Catholic
Sept. 30, SUMMIT COUNTRY DAY
Oct. 5, ANNA
Oct. 10, BOTKINS
Oct. 14, at Troy Christian

Girls Tennis
Aug. 24, CENTERVILLE BLACK
Aug. 28, SIDNEY
Sept. 5, LIMA CENTRAL CATHOLIC
Sept. 6, GREENVILLE
Sept. 9, at Northeastern Tourney
Sept. 11, CATHOLIC CENTRAL
Sept. 13, at Shawnee
Sept. 14, at Bellefontaine
Sept. 16, at MVTCA Coaches Cup
Sept. 18, CATHOLIC CENTRAL
Sept. 19, at St. Marys
Sept. 21, at Northridge
Sept. 25, WAPAKONETA
Sept. 28, CARROLL

Volleyball
Aug. 24, WAYNESFIELD-GOSHEN
Aug. 29, at Marion Local
Aug. 31, at Marion Elgin
Sept. 2, LEHMAN INVITATIONAL
Sept. 5, URBANA
Sept. 7, RIVERSIDE
Sept. 9, JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 12, ST. HENRY
Sept. 14, at Upper Scioto Valley
Sept. 16, CATHOLIC CENTRAL
Sept. 19, HARDIN NORTHERN
Sept. 21, at Ridgemont
Sept. 25, at Fort Recovery
Sept. 26, at Russia
Sept. 30, ANNA
Oct. 3, NEW BREMEN
Oct. 5, LIMA PERRY
Oct. 9, at Miami East
Oct. 12, at Lima Temple

MIAMI EAST
Football
Aug. 25, MIlTON-UNION, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 1, at Lehman Catholic, 7 p.m.
Sept. 8, NATIONAL TRAIL, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 15, at Fort Loramie, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 22, at Bethel, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 29, COVINGTON, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 6, BRADFORD, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 13, at Arcanum, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 20, TRI-COUNTY NORTH, 7:30 
p.m.
Oct. 27, at Twin Valley South, 7:30 p.m.

Cross Country
Aug. 26, at FinishTiming Classic
Sept. 2, at Bucc Eagle Invitational
Sept. 9, at Troy Invitational
Sept. 16, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 23, at Tour de Sewer
Sept. 30, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 7, at Anna Invitational
Oct. 14, at CCC

Boys Golf
Aug. 26, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 28, at Tri-Village
Aug. 29, ARCANUM
Aug. 30, PIQUA
Aug. 31, at Ansonia
Sept. 2, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 5, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 7, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Sept. 9, at David Christo� 
Sept. 11, at Bethel
Sept. 14, at National Trail
Sept. 18, NEWTON
Sept. 21, CCC

Girls Golf
Aug. 24, URBANA
Aug. 26, MIAMI EAST INVITATIONAL
Aug. 28, at Tri-Village
Aug. 31, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 6, at Piqua/Vandalia
Sept. 7, at Tippecanoe
Sept. 14, at National Trail
Sept. 18, at Versailles
Sept. 21, at CCC

Boys Soccer
Aug. 26, at Miami Valley
Aug. 29, CATHOLIC CENTRAL
Aug. 31, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Sept. 2, at Botkins
Sept. 9, at Troy Christian
Sept. 12, WEST LIBERTY-SALEM
Sept. 16, PIQUA
Sept. 19, YELLOW SPRINGS
Sept. 21, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 23, at Urbana
Sept. 28, at Tri-County North
Sept. 30, MILTON-UNION
Oct. 3, at Lehman Catholic
Oct. 5, BETHEL
Oct. 12, at Newton

Girls Soccer
Aug. 31, at Twin Valley South
Sept. 7, at West Liberty-Salem
Sept. 9, at Troy Christian
Sept. 14, NATIONAL TRAIL
Sept. 16, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Sept. 19, at Anna
Sept. 21, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 28, at Tri-County North
Sept. 30, at Milton-Union
Oct. 5, at Bethel
Oct. 7, SPRINGFIELD SHAWNEE
Oct. 12, at Newton
Oct. 14, at Piqua

Volleyball
Aug. 26, TROY
Aug. 29, at Ansonia
Aug. 31, TRI-VILLAGE
Sept. 5, at Newton
Sept. 7, MISSISSINAWA VALLEY
Sept. 12, at Franklin Monroe
Sept. 14, BRADFORD
Sept. 16, CASSTOWN CLASH
Sept. 19, at Arcanum
Sept. 21, at Twin Valley South
Sept. 26, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Sept. 28, NATIONAL TRAIL
Sept. 30, at Centerville
Oct. 4, DUBLIN COFFMAN
Oct. 9, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Oct. 10, at Covington
Oct. 12, BETHEL

NEWTON
Cross Country
Aug. 26, at Bob Schul
Sept. 2, at Treaty City Invitational
Sept. 16, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 23, at Tour de Sewer
Sept. 30, at Miami County Invitational
Oct. 4, at Tippecanoe Two Miler
Oct. 14, at CCC

Boys Golf
Aug. 24, at Bradford
Aug. 28, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 29, TRI-VILLAGE
Sept. 1, ANSONIA
Sept. 5, at Bethel
Sept. 7, at Arcanum
Sept. 9, at Franklin Monroe 
Invitational
Sept. 11, COVINGTON
Sept. 12, NATIONAL TRAIL
Sept. 14, at Mississinawa Valley
Sept. 18, at Miami East
Sept. 21, at CCC

Boys Soccer
Aug. 24, at Miami Valley
Aug. 26, INDIAN LAKE
Sept. 7, at Bethel
Sept. 9, JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 12, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 15, LEGACY CHRISTIAN
Sept. 21, at Twin Valley South
Sept. 25, TROY CHRISTIAN
Sept. 28, GRAHAM
Oct. 5, at Tri-County North
Oct. 7, at Lehman Catholic
Oct. 10, at Dixie
Oct. 12, MIAMI EAST
Oct. 14, PREBLE SHAWNEE

Girls Soccer
Aug. 24, at Anna
Aug. 26, at Preble Shawnee
Aug. 31, NATIONAL TRAIL
Sept. 7, at Bethel
Sept. 9, at Botkins
Sept. 12, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 19, at Lehman Catholic
Sept. 21, at Twin Valley South
Sept. 25, TROY CHRISTIAN
Sept. 30, CATHOLIC CENTRAL
Oct. 3, LEGACY CHRISTIAN

Oct. 5, at Tri-County North
Oct. 9, DAYTON CHRISTIAN
Oct. 12, MIAMI EAST

Volleyball
Aug. 26, at CCC Invitational
Aug. 29, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Aug. 31, at National Trail
Sept. 1, at Russia
Sept. 5, MIAMI EAST
Sept. 7, at Covington
Sept. 12, at Bethel
Sept. 14, ANSONIA
Sept. 19, at Tri-Village
Sept. 23, BRADFORD
Sept. 26, MISSISSINAWA VALLEY
Sept. 28, FRANKLIN MONROE
Sept. 30, at Houston Tri
Oct. 3, at Bradford
Oct. 7, GRAHAM
Oct. 10, ARCANUM
Oct. 12, at Twin Valley South

Russia
Cross Country
Aug. 26, at Bob Schul
Sept. 2, at Bucc Eagle
Sept. 9, at Ti�  n Carnival
Sept. 16, at Friendship
Sept. 23, at Centerville
Oct. 7, at Eaton
Oct. 14, at SCAL

Boys Golf
Aug. 24, RIVERSIDE
Aug. 26, at Joe Middleton Invitational
Aug. 28, FAIRLAWN
Aug. 29, ANNA
Aug. 31, at Botkins
Sept. 2, at Versailles Invitational
Sept. 7, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 8, VERSAILLES
Sept. 11, at Piqua
Sept. 14, at SCAL
Sept. 16, at Jordan Moeller
Sept. 18, at Troy Christian
Sept. 21, at St. Henry

Volleyball
Aug. 24, HOUSTON
Aug. 26, at Versailles
Aug. 29, at Jackson Center
Sept. 1, NEWTON
Sept. 5, ANNA
Sept. 7, at Botkins
Sept. 12, FAIRLAWN
Sept. 14, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 18, at Fort Recovery
Sept. 19, at Houston
Sept. 21, JACKSON CENTER
Sept. 23, at Minster Invitational
Sept. 26, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Sept. 28, at Anna
Sept. 30, TRI-VILLAGE
Oct. 3, Botkins
Oct. 5, at Fairlawn
Oct. 10, FORT LORAMIE

VERSAILLES
Football
Aug. 25, CELINA, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 1, at Delphos Je� erson, 7 p.m.
Sept. 8, ANNA, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 16, at Delphos St. John’s, 7 p.m.
Sept. 22, MARION LOCAL, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 29, at Fort Recovery, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 6, at Parkway, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 13, COLDWATER, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 20, at Minster, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 27, NEW BREMEN, 7:30 p.m.

Cross Country
Aug. 26, at Bob Schul
Sept. 2, at Treaty City
Sept. 9, at Ti�  n Carnival
Sept. 12, at Fort Loramie Invitational
Sept. 16, at Friendship Invitational
Sept. 23, TOUR DE SEWER
Sept. 30, at Best in the West
Oct. 5, at Coldwater Lions Invitational
Oct. 14, at MAC

Boys Golf
Aug. 24, FORT RECOVERY
Aug. 26, at Joe Middleton
Aug. 28, at Minster
Aug. 31, NEW KNOXVILLE
Sept. 2, VERSAILLES INVITATIONAL
Sept. 7, at St. Henry
Sept. 8, RUSSIA
Sept. 9, at FM Jet Invitational
Sept. 11, at Coldwater
Sept. 14, DELPHOS ST. JOHN’S
Sept. 16, at Jordan Moeller
Sept. 21, FORT LORAMIE
Sept. 23, at MAC

Girls Golf
Aug. 24, at Fort Recovery
Aug. 28, MINSTER
Aug. 29, at Parkway
Sept. 7, ST. HENRY
Sept. 8, at Fort Loramie
Sept. 11, COLDWATER
Sept. 14, DELPHOS ST. JOHN’S
Sept. 18, MIAMI EAST
Sept. 19, at Arcanum
Sept. 21, NEW BREMEN
Sept. 23, MAC

Volleyball
Aug. 26, RUSSIA
Aug. 31, at New Bremen
Sept. 2, FORT LORAMIE
Sept. 5, at Middletown Fenwick
Sept. 7, PARKWAY
Sept. 11, at Celina
Sept. 14, at Marion Local
Sept. 16, TROY
Sept. 19, FORT RECOVERY
Sept. 21, at Minster
Sept. 28, NEW KNOXVILLE
Sept. 30, at Van Wert Invitational
Oct. 2, at Covington
Oct. 5, at St. Henry
Oct. 7, JACKSON CENTER
Oct. 10, at Coldwater
Oct. 12, DELPHOS ST. JOHN’S

PREP FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES
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Boys Cross Country
Aubrey Hughes takes over 

as the boys cross country 
team after spending the past 
two seasons as an assistant 
and junior high coach.

“Senior Tristen Benedict 
and sophomore Curtis Shel-
lenberger are both strong 
consistent runners,” Hughes 
said. “I look for them to 
compete well throughout the 
season and place well in the 
conference. We have a couple 
of strong freshmen, Jacob 
Moore and Owen Via. Both 
athletes have shown tremen-
dous improvement in eighth 
grade cross and track. They 
have been working hard this 
summer to prepare for their 
fi rst high school season.

“We have a young team 
this year. The group of ath-
letes are hard workers and I 
see them fi nishing in the top 
three teams at conference.”

Girls Cross Country
Newton returns a pair of 

seniors in Macy Flanary and 
Tatum McBride.

“Both of these athletes 
are hard workers and awe-
some leaders,” fi rst-year 
head coach Aubrey Hughes 
said. “Macy Flanary is an 
individual regional qualifi er 
and I look for her to make 
an appearance at regionals 
and state. Mackenzie Knupp, 
a freshman, ran in junior 
high. She is coming off of a 
nice track season and with 
the help and guidance of our 
seniors, Mackenzie will have 
a success in her fi rst high 
school cross country season.

“We do not have a full high 
school team, so a league 
placement is not an option. 
However, the girls team goal 
is to have success as indi-
viduals to earn top confer-
ence honors and move on to 
regional/state.”

Boys Golf
If Newton has to rebuild 

for a season, the team 
couldn’t have picked a better 
time to do it as three players 

— including the top scorer 
— return from last year’s sec-
tional runner-up lineup.

Junior Chet Jamison — 
who tied for medalist honors 
at last year’s Division III 
sectional — will return to 
lead the Indians, along with 
senior Drew Thiesing and 
junior Garrett Peters. After 
that, though, the young Indi-
ans will be competing and 
collecting valuable experi-
ence.

“This will be a building 
year, and if we peak at the 
season’s end, we will be fi ne,” 
fi fth-year Newton coach Ran-
dall Jamison said. “We have 
a few juniors that haven’t 
played golf, and we also have 
fi ve freshmen who will be a 
great addition to our future. 
Our goal is to fi nish top three 
in the league (Cross County 
Conference) and make it to 
districts as a team.”

Boys Soccer
Jeff Armentrout takes over 

as coach.
The Indians fi nished 9-8-1 

overall and 3-3 in the CCC 
last year.

Graduating off that team 
were Nelson Clymer, Luke 
Tebics, Nick Honeycutt, 
Rhett Gipe, Seth Courtney, 
Nick Carlin, Jack Yoder, 
Austin Evans and Noah Wil-
liams.

Returning letterwinners 
include senior defender John 
Laughman and junior mid-
fi elder Rick Landwehr.

“I have a great young 
team,” Armentrout said. 
“The team has set two goals. 
One is to be undefeated at 
home. We have some very 
good competition visiting us 
this year, so that is a high bar. 
The second goal is to make it 
through our sectional and in 
the district tournament.”

There will be no league 
this year in the CCC, but 
Armentrout hopes to get at 
least three wins against the 
fi ve CCC teams.

Girls Soccer
After winning just its sec-

ond Cross County Confer-
ence title in school history 
last year, the Newton girls 
soccer team is thirsty for 

more this season.
“Last season we won 

our second ever CCC title 
and the girls are hoping to 
repeat that feat again this 
year,” Newton coach Stan 
Fessler said. “This year we 
are returning four seniors, 
fi ve juniors and seven 
sophomores. We have a great 
group of freshmen and I 
expect two or three of those 
may be starters. As we inte-
grate the new players into 
the team, I expect that we 
will have a very solid season 
this year.”

Newton returns key play-
ers at every position, includ-
ing at striker.

“Returning sophomore 
Baily Chaney, Kaitlyn 
Stevenson and Suzie Bal-
lard, and freshman Marissa 
Deeter, will see lots of game 
this season up front,” Fes-
sler said. “Junior McKenna 
Demido and Crystal Houk 
will also see some time at 
striker.”

The Indians are solid in 
the midfi eld as well.

“Returning players Rachel 
Kirk, McKenna Demido, 
Morgan Robbins, Michaela 
Kirk and Crystal Houk will 
be back at midfi eld,” Fessler 
said. “We have several very 
qualifi ed sophomores and 
freshmen that are showing 
very good promise as well 
and will defi nitely see fi eld 
time.”

Defensively, there’s plenty 
of talent.

“Returning senior keeper 
Haley Stine will be anchor-
ing the goalie position, 
with sophomore Emily 
Gross capable of stepping in 
when needed,” Fessler said. 
“Seasoned senior defend-
ers Paiton Miller and Layla 
Robbins, along with junior 
Courtney Lucente and soph-
omores Kim Laughman and 
Brooke Deeter should pro-
vide very strong defense.”

All told, Fessler likes his 
team’s chances.

“I hope to fi nish well 
above last year’s record and 
hope to advance several 
games into the postseason,” 
he said. “Being previous 
conference champs always 
puts a target on your back.”
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run-pass ratio, but when in doubt we’re going to try 
to run the ball.”

At quarterback Versailles has senior Noah 
Waymire, who saw some varsity action at the end of 
last season.

Behind Waymire, Garrett Thompson returns to 
man the fullback position.

“He was one of our offensive MVPs so we’ve got 
high expectations for him,” Miller said.

Versailles will go for a committee of running backs 
with George Grow, Kurtis Rutschilling and Noah Gri-
sez all in the mix.

“All three of those guys are very good running 
backs,” Miller said. “They all start on defense so 
we’re going to have some type of rotation to try to 
keep guys fresh.”

AJ Ahrens, who has started since his sopho-
more season, returns to start at tight end. Andrew 
DeMange will start at wide receiver with Derek 
Cavin also in the mix for playing time.

Along the line, Versailles will depend on fi ve new 
starters.

“Offensive line we graduated fi ve seniors last year 
so we’ve defi nitely got some shoes to fi ll,” Miller said.

Levi Sherman will start at center and will be 
fl anked by Tyler Gigandet and Ben Albers at guard. 
Jeffery Ware and Louden Keihl will start at tackle.

Most of the linemen saw some varsity time last 
year on defense or special teams, which should help 
them transition to starting along the offensive line.

“It’s been a little easier transition than I thought, 
but after them we get the sophomores at that’s where 
we’ve just got to try to improve every day,” Miller 
said.

Sherman and Ware will start at defensive tackle 
this year. Ahrens, Cavin and Evan Hiestand will split 
time at the defensive end positions.

Albers will start at middle linebacker alongside out-
side linebackers Rutschilling and Grisez.

Grow and DeMange are slated to start at safety 
while Josh Steinbrunner will start one cornerback 
spot. Opposite of Steinbrunner, Jake Poling and 
Michael Stammen are battling for playing time.

After going 5-5 overall and 4-4 in the conference 
last year, Miller thinks Versailles can be a competi-
tor in the MAC this season. Ultimately the Tigers’ 
season could come down to how they perform in a 
few games against the other middle tier teams in the 
MAC.

“That middle tier, it’s a dogfi ght,” Miller said. 
“There’s basically four games it seems like every year 
that if they go your way you could be 8-2, 9-1. If they 
don’t go your way you could go 3-7 or 4-6. It’s kind of 
a big swing between those. I feel like we can defi nite-
ly compete with every team in the MAC this year.”

Preston Platfoot, juniors Will Eversole and Austin 
Pleiman and sophomore Connor VanSkyock.

“We have big shoes to fi ll with losing our top 
four golfers from a year ago,” VanSkyock said. “We 
have multiple golfers that can go low in a round, 
but we will be looking for consistency with our top 
golfers.”

VanSkyock hopes to see the Tigers grow and 
improve as the season progresses and build on a 
strong junior class.

Girls Golf
Joe Harmann for his fourth season as coach.
The Lady Tigers continued their success last 

season, fi nishing eighth in the state tournament in 
Division II.

Versailles was co-MAC champs, as well as win-
ning the MAC tournament, the sectional and the 
district.

Graduating off that team was Lauren Heitkamp.
Returning letterwinners include seniors Lauren 

Durham, Jorja Pothast and Anna Groff and juniors 
Morgan Heitkamp, Morgan Barlage and Taylor 
Martin.

“My overall expectation i sthat we work hard 
every day in order to play our best in each match,” 
Harmann said. “If we do that day in an day out, 
the restults will take care of themselves. I always 
tell my team to take the season one day at a time 
and one match at a time.”

The Lady Tigers have some high goals.
“The goals would be to have a great regular sea-

son, winning the MAC regular season, winning the 
MAC tournament, win sectional, win district and 
advance to state,” Harmann said. “Another per-
sonal goal that I have is not totally measurable is 
that I want each girl to enjoy themselves, to learn 
more about the game and to continually get better 
throughout the year.”

Harman wants his team to work hard every day 
and give themselves every opportunity to win the 
MAC title.
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player along the defensive line for the Rail-
roaders.

Millhouse will play a linebacker or rover 
role on defense, Gheen will play linebacker, 
and Layman will be one of the defensive 
backs. Beyond that, Hawk is still watching 
the battles for starting spots play out.

“We’re fi lling in holes for the other posi-
tions,” Hawk said.

Whomever emerges for the Bradford 
defense, the Railroaders plan to use a lot of 
styles including 4-4, 3-4 and 5-2 formations.

“A lot of different looks, moving and the 
intention is to keep moving before the ball 
gets hiked,” Hawk said. “Get (the offense) 
thinking, and if they’re thinking they’re not 
playing at full speed. That’s the hope.”

Helping Hawk lead the Railroaders this 
season are veteran Bradford coaches Jim 
Hart, John Cruse and Jim Wysong. They’re 
joined on the staff this year by newcomers 
Stetson Peake, Ron Hoelscher and Lowell 
Byers.

“We have a good mixture of the young 
guys that I feel the players can relate to, and 
we have some of the veteran guys that can 
use their wisdom and show the guys where 
they need to be,” Hawk said.

while Safreed was the team’s 
leading scorer. Abby Jones and 
Amanda Titterington return to 
anchor the back line.

“The back line will be our 
biggest question mark coming 
into the season,” Lorenzo said. 
“We graduated two seniors from 
our back line that will be tough 
to replace. However, sopho-
more Olivia Monnin and fresh-
man Anna Cianciolo are two 
extremely talented defenders 
and we will look to be just as 
dominant. Sophomores Allison 
Bornhorst, Hope Anthony and 
Maegan Titterington will all 
look to compete for time on our 
back line as well.”

The juniors are Allison 
Bornhorst (defender), Carly 
Edwards (midfi elder), Saman-
tha Edwards (forward), Grace 
Monnin (midfi elder), Hannah 
Giguere (keeper) and Grace 
Olding (forward); while the 
sophomores are Ava Behr 
(midfi elder), Rylie McIver 
(forward), Lyndsey Jones 
(midfi elder) and Olivia Monnin 
(defnder).

Top newcomers include 
defenders Anna Cianciolo and 
Lindsey Magoteaux.

Monnin will lead the midfi eld.
“We converted her (Grace 

Monnin) from the forward 
position her freshman year,” 
Lorenzo said. “It wasn’t an easy 
transition for her. However, she 
has two seasons under her and 
is now one of the best midfi eld-
ers in the Miami Valley.”

Carly Edwards will look to 
step in for All-Ohio midfi elder 
Hannah Fogt.

“It is a tall order, but Carly is 
a two-year varsity player who 
is battle tested, hungry and 
ready to take the starting role,” 
Lorenzo said. “Also in the mid-
fi eld are sophomores Ava Behr 
and Lyndsey Jones. They are 
two exttremely technical players 
that are crafty and fun to watch.

“Senior Grace Dexter will 
also see time in the midfi eld 
and will give 110 percent every 
time she is in.”

Juniors Grace Olding and 
Samantha Edwards will join 
Safreed up top.

“Both are two-year varsity 
players and are looking to have 
breakout seasons,” Lorenzo 
said.

Sophomore Rylie McIver and 
freshman Lindsey Magoteaux 
will also get major minutes in 
the forward positions.

“There will be no shortage of 
of speed here,” Lorenzo said. 
“All are extremely fast and 
talented. Junior Elizabeth Gib-
son will also join the front line 
and is coming off an amazing 
season last year with the junior 
varsity.”

Lehman is looking for its 
fourth straight WOSL title.

“We know that repeating as 
league champions will be no 
easy task,” Lorenzo said. “We 
know that we are going to get 
everyone’s best effort in every 
league game. The Anna game 
will be a tough game as we have 
developed a nice rivalry.”

And it won’t be the only one.
“LCC is away this year and 

will be tough to beat at its 
place,” Lorenzo said. “Last 
year, they got hot and made a 
deep tournament run. We also 
have to play at Coldwater, who 
always plays us hard. It is going 
to be very competitive this year, 
which makes it even more fun.

“We will again play an 
extremely tough out of confer-
ence schedule in order to pre-
pare for the state tournament. 
We have had a very good pre-
season and are looking forward 
to the regular season.”

Girls Tennis
Tim Ungericht returns for his 

third season as coach.
The Lady Cavaliers fi nished 

1-15 last year.
Graduating off that team 

were Sarah Kramer and Alison 
Briggs.

Returning letterwinners 
are seniors Melanie Brunner 
and Alex Read; juniors Claire 
Larger, Sarah Gibson, Ann Pen-
naparra, Kiera Burns, Shannon 
Staley and Brieannna Werling; 
and sophomore Angela Brunner.

“This is the most experienced 
girls team I have coached,” Ung-
ericht said.”We have the poten-
tial to be very good. We have 13 
girls out, which is the biggest 
team I have had.”

Lehman does not play in a 
league.


