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41.2.2 Pursuit of Motor Vehicles 
 

POLICY 
 
Officers may pursue criminal violators who fail to stop upon receiving proper 
notice. This policy is not intended to avoid that responsibility; rather, the intent is 
to make apprehension within the limits of safety.  Good judgment and common 
sense must be used in every vehicle pursuit engaged in by members of this 
department, keeping in mind it is of the utmost importance that the pursuit not 
unduly endangers the officer or others. Officers will never be indifferent to the 
safety of the public and every endeavor should be made to keep the hazards of 
the situation to a minimum. A pursuit is only justified when the necessity of 
apprehension outweighs the level of danger created by the pursuit. 
 

PURSUIT DEFINED 
 
An attempt by an officer to apprehend the operator of a motor vehicle when, after 
a visual or audible signal is given by the officer to stop, the operator fails to obey 
that direction and either increases the vehicle speed or makes some other overt 
action to avoid apprehension. 
 

PURSUITS PROHIBITED 
 
Motor vehicle pursuits are PROHIBITED unless both of the following conditions 
exist: 
 

1. There is probable cause to believe that the person(s) to be pursued is 
committing or has committed an offense which presents a risk of 
serious physical harm or death. 

 
2. There is an immediate need for apprehension. 

 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 
Section 4511.24 of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) states that the prima facie speed 
limitations set forth in Section 4511.21 of the ORC do not apply to emergency or 
public safety vehicles when they are responding to emergency calls and are 
equipped with and displaying at least one flashing, rotating or oscillating light 
visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to the 
front of the vehicle and when the driver thereof sounds audible signals by bell, 
siren or exhaust whistle.  THIS SECTION DOES NOT RELIEVE THE DRIVER OF 
AN EMERGENCY VEHICLE OR PUBLIC SAFETY VEHICLE FROM THE DUTY TO 
DRIVE WITH DUE REGARD FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL PERSONS USING THE 
STREET OR HIGHWAY. 
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Section 4511.03 of the ORC states that the driver of any emergency or public 
safety vehicle, when responding to an emergency call, upon approaching a red or 
stop signal or any stop sign shall slow down as necessary for safety and traffic, 
but may proceed CAUTIOUSLY past such red light or stop sign or signal with due 
regard for the safety of all persons using the street or highway. 
 
Section 2744.01 of the ORC defines “emergency calls” as a call to duty including, 
but not limited to, communications from citizens, police dispatches and personal 
observations by police officers of inherently dangerous situations that demand 
an immediate response on the part of the peace officer. 
 
Sections 4511.45 and 4511.452 of the ORC deal with other drivers and pedestrians 
and their responsibility to clear intersections, pull over and yield to emergency 
vehicles, etc. 
 

A. An officer initiating or conducting a pursuit should constantly evaluate 
the circumstances to determine whether the pursuit should take place 
or, if taking place, whether it should continue.  Potential for liability is 
always present when a pursuit occurs or fails to occur.  Prior to 
initiating a pursuit or during the course of a pursuit, the following are to 
be considered: 

 
1. Does the seriousness of the crime warrant a high speed or 

dangerous pursuit? 
 

2. What is the possibility of apprehension? 
 

3. What type of roadway is involved (i.e. city street, highway or 
interstate, narrow or winding country road)? 

 
4. Will you pass through a school zone or densely populated area? 

 
5. Weather and road conditions (i.e. rain, snow, ice, construction) 

 
6. Traffic conditions and/or time of day (i.e. school, factory or 

business starting or dismissal hours) 
 

7. Condition of your vehicle 
 

8. Your driving skills 
 

9. Are you pursuing alone or are other officers or agencies 
available? 
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B. Upon initiating a pursuit, the initiating officer has the following 

responsibilities: 
 

1. Immediately notify dispatch of: 
 

a. Your location 
 

b. Direction of travel and speed  
 

c. Description of fleeing vehicle and occupants  
 

d. Reason for pursuit 
 

2. Immediately activate flashing, rotating, and/or oscillating 
emergency lights and siren and maintain them in continuous 
operation throughout the pursuit.  

 
3. Maintain periodic communication  

 
a. Current, accurate information is vital to dispatch and 

assisting agencies or officers  
 

b. Use plain English in place of signals in order to reduce 
misunderstandings 

 
C. Secondary or back-up unit responsibilities  

 
1. Do not become involved unless specifically requested or 

instructed to do so.  
 

2. Pursuit should not involve more than two caravanning police 
vehicles unless so ordered by a supervisor or OIC. 

 
3. When assisting in a pursuit, stay well back in order to avoid a 

multiple collision with other officers, violators or others. 
 

4. Upon termination of pursuit, return to normal or prior duty unless 
otherwise directed by a supervisor. 

 
D. Police vehicle involvement in the pursuit 
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1. Pursuits are to be conducted only in police vehicles equipped 
with flashing, rotating, and/or oscillating emergency lights and 
siren. 

 
E. Dispatcher responsibilities 

 
1. Notify other officers and other agencies that a pursuit is in 

progress, including pertinent information such as reason for 
pursuit, direction of travel, description of vehicle and occupants.  

 
2. Record preliminary, vital information 

 
3. Initiate radio discipline to minimize unnecessary traffic until 

pursuit is resolved. 
 

4. Notify a supervisor or OIC of the pursuit in progress 
 

F. Supervisor responsibilities 
 

1. Unless the supervisor is the primary pursuing officer, the 
supervisor should assume a position which allows direction and 
control of the pursuit.  

 
2. Considerations should be: 

 
a. Officer, violator and citizen safety 

 
b. Tactics to stop the fleeing violator 

 
c. Coordination of those involved in the pursuit 

 
3. A supervisor, or the primary pursuing officer, should never 

hesitate to terminate a pursuit if conditions warrant. 
 

a. If the supervisor or primary pursuing officer develops 
serious doubts concerning the wisdom and propriety of 
continuing the pursuit, the decision should be in favor of 
terminating the pursuit. 

 
b. In some situations, the best solution may be to abandon 

the pursuit, especially if heavy traffic or congested areas 
are involved.  By abandoning the chase, the perpetrator 
has an opportunity to slow down and perhaps abandon 
the vehicle. 
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G. Pursuit is to be terminated 

 
1. When the risks to safety of the officers and others outweigh the 

danger to the community if the suspect is not immediately 
apprehended 

 
2. When so ordered by a supervisor having jurisdiction 

 
3. If sufficient information exists to identify and locate the violator at 

a later time 
 

4. When a pursued suspect enters an area that the officer is 
unfamiliar with or upon entering another major jurisdiction 

 
5. When terminating a pursuit, the officer(s) involved will do so by 

an overt act (i.e. stopping completely, turning-off, U-turn, etc.) so 
the pursued suspect can visually determine that the officer(s) are 
no longer in pursuit. 

 
H. Inter- and intra-jurisdictional pursuits 

 
1. Our department should remain in control of a pursuit unless it 

enters a different jurisdiction. In which case, the pursuit should 
be turned over to that agency having the authority and 
jurisdiction, when they are in a position to assume the pursuit. 

 
2. If an officer decides to, or is ordered to, terminate or abandon a 

pursuit, and an officer of another jurisdiction elects to continue 
the pursuit, the officer from that jurisdiction assumes all liability 
and responsibility for continuing the pursuit. 

 
a. If the pursuing officer from the other jurisdiction requests 

that you assist in the continuing pursuit, you are to advise 
the officer that you cannot continue in a pursuit mode; 
however, you will assist as best you can. 

 
3. When entering another state in pursuit of a violator, control and 

pursuit should be turned over to the first officer encountered 
having jurisdiction. 

 
a. If you make an arrest in another state, the violator is to be 

turned over to an officer of that state having jurisdiction 
as soon as is practicable.  
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4. If a pursuit comes into our jurisdiction from an outside agency, 

we should honor requests for assistance from the pursuing 
agency within the limits of our policy. 

 
5. Statutes which may be relevant 

 
a. 2935.13 ORC - Proceedings upon arrest 

 
b. 2935.14 ORC - Rights of arrested person 

 
c. 2335.03D ORC - Pursuit, warrantless arrest 

 
d. 2935.29 ORC - Fresh pursuit 

 
e. 2935.30 ORC - Authority of foreign police 

 
f. 2935.31 ORC - Hearing before magistrate in county of 

arrest  
 

g. 2963 ORC, et al. - Fugitives from this state, fugitives from 
another state, extradition, etc. 

 
I. Critique of pursuit 

 
1. If an officer from this department is involved in a pursuit, the 

officer’s supervisor is required to complete a supplemental 
pursuit review report outlining the pursuit and all relevant 
information.  This will be reviewed by the section head and 
forwarded to the Chief of Police. 

 
2. The pursuit review report should be a check-off form that 

provides an overall review of the pursuit with an area to attach the 
officer(s) written report narrative(s). 

 
J. Analysis of vehicle pursuits 

 
1. An annual, documented analysis of incidents that involve vehicle 

pursuits will be conducted to reveal problems and trends that 
indicate training needs and/or policy modifications or reporting 
procedures.  Corrections will be made as needed. 
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