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Butler likes Piqua boys athleticism
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

Piqua boys basketball coach Heath 
Butler knows the Indians graduated 
two big offensive weapons in Colton 
Bachman and Brad Hohlbein, who com-
bined for 33.6 points per game a year 
ago when the Indians fi nished 14-11.

But, Butler feels like this year’s squad 
will be a more athletic team that will 
allow the Indians to do more things.

“This team is pretty athletic,” Butler 
said. “That will give us a chance to do 
some different things. We have a lot of 
juniors who have played JV. As they get 
varsity experience and the game slows 
down for them, I think we will (show 
much improvement.”

One key returnee will be 6-3 senior 
Nate Monnin, who can be a beast 
inside.

Monnin averaged a double-double 
a year ago with 11.3 points and 10.7 
rebounds.

“I think Nate (Monnin) will create a 
lot of matchup problems,” Butler said. 
“Anyone who is 6-3 and 275 and can 
run the fl oor is going to be a load for 
teams.”

Another player seeing action inside 
will be 6-3 senior JJ Rohrbach.

“JJ Rohrbach is 235 pounds and will 
provide some muscle inside,” Butler 
said. “He is a guy that can help out 
Nate (Monnin) inside.”

One of the guys at the guard spots 
will be 6-foot senior Caleb Patton.

“Caleb (Patton) is a guy who saw 
limited varsity action last year,” Butler 
said. “He can handle the ball and play 
some point guard.”

Another guard is 6-foot senior Gage 
Smith.

“Gage (Smith) is a good shooter,” 
Butler said. “He can kind of play a 
Colton Bachman role and stretch the 
defense horizontally.”

Another senior guard will be 5-11 
Hunter Hawk.

“Hunter (Hawk) has probably been 
the biggest surprise this year,” Butler 
said. “He has put a lot of time in and 
worked really hard in the off-season.”

Rounding out the seniors is 5-8 guard 
Kam Ashton.

“Cam (Ashton) is a good shooter 
who can handle the ball,” Butler said. 
“He is going to help us out this year.”

Leading the junior class will be two 
wings in 6-1 Ben Schmiesing and 6-2 
Hayden Schrubb.

Schmiesing is coming off being 
GWOC North Athlete of the Year in 
football.

“Ben (Schmiesing) had a great year 
in football and we think he can do the 
same thing in basketball,” Butler said. 
“He is very athletic. He is just very 
solid with everything he does.”

Schrubb is also coming off a solid 
year on the gridiron.

“Hayden (Schrubb) is a tough kid 
who is long and athletic,” Butler said. 
“He is just so athletic and he is really 
going to help us.”

Another junior is 6-2 wing Nick 
Rigola.

“Nick (Rigola) is one of our most 
athletic players,” Butler said. “He is a 
good shooter. He played JV last year 
and as the game slows down for him, 
he is going to have a lot of success.”

Xian Harrison is a 5-8 junior guard.
“Xian is another guy who played 

JV for us,” Butler said. “He is one of 
our quickest players and going to be a 
really good player.”

Another junior guard is 5-8 Corey 
Cottrell.

“The thing about these guys is a lot 
of them have different things they do 
well,” Butler said. “Corey is a kid who 
you can bring off the bench and give 
you a defensive spark and he is going 
to do that for us.”

Another guard is 6-1 junior Devin 
Fosler.

“He is a good shot and has been put-
ting in the work in the weight room to 
get stronger,” Butler said.

Logan Copsey is a 6-foot junior.
“Logan has improved as much as 

anyone since his freshman year,” Butler 
said. “Basketball is his only sport and 
he has made it a priority and worked 
hard on his game.”

Holden Yount is a 5-10 junior guard.
“Holden (Yount) is a guy we can 

bring off the bench,” Butler said. “He 
is a big, strong guy. We can use him in 

that role. He is a high energy guy.”
Devin Brown is a 5-10 junior guard.
“Devon is a very tough player,” 

Butler said. “He is very athletic and is 
going to help us.”

Butler knows defenses will focus on 
Monnin at the start of the season.

“We are going to have to knock down 
shots when teams are double or triple 
teaming Nate,” Butler said. “The other 
thing Nate is athletic enough to come 
out and play up top. The key will being 
able to get consistent offense.”

Butler expects to start the season as 
an uptempo team.

“That’s what we are doing right now 
in the scrimmages,” Butler said. “We 
feel like we can pressure the ball and 
handle the ball well enough. One key is 
making the right decisions on offense 
— knowing when it is there to push it 
and when not to.”

Butler expects the GWOC North to 
be as challenging as ever.

“Sidney is one of the most athletic 
teams in the GWOC — if not the most 
athletic,” Butler said. “With John Wil-
loughby taking over, everybody is 
excited about what Sidney is going to 
do. The other teams are a lot like us. 
Vandalia has kind of built the same 
way we did. Tipp is going to be a solid 
team. Greenville has a D-I player in 
Isaiah Gable so they are going to be a 
team to reckon with and Troy is just 
going to be better in Paul Bremigan’s 
second year.”

With all that said, Butler has high 

hopes the Indians athleticism will all-
low them to have another strong sea-
son.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the Daily Call. He can be 
reached at (937) 451-3334.

Call File Photo
Ben Schmiesing (23) and Nate Monnin (20) are 
both back for the Piqua this year.

Call File Photo
Piqua’s Hunter Hawk drives to the basket last 
season.

Call File Photo
Piqua’s Caleb Patton reaches for a rebound last 
season.

Piqua girls look to 
‘Raise The Bar’
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

Coming off a 4-19 season, Piqua 
girls basketball coach Brian Gillespie 
couldn’t be more excited about the 
team in his third season as coach.

“One of our mottos is ‘Raise the 
Bar’,” Gillespie said. “We want to do 
some things that haven’t been done by 
a Piqua girls team recently. We have 
the right people playing to do what we 
want to do.”

Leading the seniors will be move-in 
Lauryn Gray, a 5-10 post who led the 
Piqua girls cross country team this fall.

“She is going to be a good player,” 
Gillespie said. “She has a non-stop 
motor. She never stops playing hard. 
I think the best thing about her is she 
has a passion for the game and loves to 
play basketball.”

Another player inside is 5-9 senior 
Claire Went.

“Claire (Went) has looked really 
good in practices,” Gillespie said. “She 
is a good kid and another four-year 
player for us.”

Rounding out the seniors is 5-4 guard 
Ainsleigh Spradlin.

“Ainsleigh is the kind of player every 
team needs,” Gillespie said. “She 
is another four year player and has 
worked really hard on her game and 
improved her shooting.”

Heading up the juniors is 5-7 wing 
Lauren Williams, who was Piqua’s sec-
ond leading rebounder.

“Lauren is a great kid with a good 
work ethic,” Gillespie said. “She is 
a better offensive player and has 
improved all facets of her game.”

Piqua has two junior guards in 5-6 
Kelsey Magoteaux and 5-4 Lily Stewart 

and Gillespie expects big 
things from both.

Magoteaux was third 
on the team in scoring a 
year ago.

“Kelsey is good at 
every thing,” Gillespie 
said. “She can handle 
the ball and is a good 
shooter. Like a lot of 
players on this team, she 
has really improved on 
offense.”

Stewart was the sec-

ond leading scorer a year ago and led 
the team with 13 3-point fi eld goals.

“She is a good shooter from outside 
and has a positive attitude,” Gillespie 
said. “We feel like she can be a force 
this year.”

Rounding out the juniors is 5-7 post 
Emily Powell.

“Emily is an aggressive player,” Gil-
lespie said. “She is a good defensive 
player and she can be a good rebounder 
for us.”

The sophomores include guards 
Kelsey Bachman, Hailey McPherson 
and Skylar Sloan.

“Kelsey (Bachman) saw some play-
ing time for us last year,” Gillespie 
said. “She is a good shooter and a 
solid point guard. I expect her just to 
improve on that and Hailey and Skylar 
will help us.”

The lone freshman is 5-10 Tylah Yeo-
mans.

“Tylah (Yeomans) is athletic and 
a really good player,” Gillespie said. 
“Right now, she is injured. She has 
been practicing with a cast one her 
hand, but right now she is about two 
weeks from playing.”

Gillespie expects this to be an upt-
empo team after averaging just 27.7 
points a game last year.

“This is a solid group,” Gillespie 
said. “I think we have gotten to the 
point where I don’t think offense will 
be a problem. This is the best offensive 
team I have had. We have the team that 
can push the ball up and down the fl oor 
and that is what we are going to do.”

He also expects the Lady Indians to 
be strong on defense.

“We have been working hard on 
defense,” he said. “We don’t want to 
be just OK on defense, we want to be 
good on defense and I think we can 
be.”

As for the GWOC North, Gillespie 
knows it will be even stronger with the 
addition of Tippecanoe.

“Tipp has a strong team every year,” 
Gillespie said. “I think they have to be 
considered the favorites. I think Sidney 
is still going to be good. I don’t know 

much about Troy with a new coach and 
system, but I am sure they will be good. 
Vandalia is solid and I think Greenville 
record last year was deceiving. I think 
they are going to be good.”

Gillespie hopes Piqua will be in the 
mix as well.

“Hopefully, we can use our non-
conference schedule to build towards 
the conference and be competitive,” 
Gillespie said.

And Raise the Bar.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the Daily Call. He can be 
reached at (937) 451-3334.

Call File Photo
Piqua’s Lauren Williams drives to the basket 
last year.

Call File Photo
Kelsey Bachman gets off a shot last season.

Call File Photo
Kelsey Magoteaux is back for the Piqua girls
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Piqua wrestling room full of quality
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

Piqua wrestling coach Scott Kaye 
may not have the quantity of wrestlers 
in the wrestling room that he would 
like.

But, there is no arguing with the 
quality.

“It is not easy to fi nd kids who are 
willing to put the work in to wrestle,” 
Kaye said.

But, Piqua has three returning dis-
trict qualifi ers and another who trans-
ferred in.

“From 113 to 160 we are pretty 
solid,” Kaye said. “There are a lot of 
good wrestlers.”

Leading the way is Sam Herndon, 
who is moving up to 120 pounds from 
113, where he missed by one match of 
qualifying for state a year ago.

Herndon,who is coming off a football 
injury, fi nished 34-10 a year ago.

Piqua’s other returning district 
qualifi ers are senior Nick Baker, who is 
dropping from 120 to 113 after a 27-14 
record last year and senior Andrew 
Bolin (145), who was 32-12 a year ago.

In addition to that, both Herndon 
and Bolin were GWOC runnerups.

“Sam (Herndon) is having a tough 

time right now,” Kaye said. “Because, 
not only is he coming off an injury, but 
he is having to wrestle against some 
quality guys. That is going to help us 
in the long run, but it is tough for him 
right now to build up any confi dence.”

Moving in from Troy is senior Kobe 
Scott (138), who was 23-7 a year ago 
for the Trojans, advancing to the dis-
trict tournament.

“He is not your typical transfer or 
new guy in the program,” Kaye said. 
“A lot of the wrestlers know him. He 
went to Piqua up to junior high, so he 
is a pretty good fi t in our program. He 
is not somebody coming in who knows 
nothing about the program.”

Junior Tristin Hostetter (126) was 
22-16 last year, while seniors Jesse 
Ceyler (132, 15-18) and Brennan Hicks 
(160, 18-16) are also back.

“We are pretty solid all the way 
through there,” Kaye said. “Those guys 
are going to make each other better 
with that competition.”

Senior Carlos Grabeman (170) and 
Brett Craft (220) round out the lineup.

Also seeing action this year will be 
freshman Dakota Foster (138) and 
Evan Hicks (152) and sophomore 
Michael Dunham (145).

Once again, Piqua will wrestle a 

schedule that will get them ready for 
the GWOC tournament and postseason 
at the end of the year.

“We will wrestle a very competitive 
schedule and some tournaments,” Kaye 
said.

As far as the GWOC North goes, 
Kaye said Vandalia-Butler is the clear 
favorite.

“They are loaded,” Kaye said. “And 

they have some transfers from Dayton 
Christian. They are going to be really 
strong. They could end up winning the 
whole thing.”

But, don’t be surprised if Piqua’s 
quality again more than makes up for 
quantity and allows the Indians to com-
pete at a high level.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the Daily Call. He can be 
reached at (937) 451-3334.

Call File Photo
District qualifier Sam Herndon returns for the Piqua wrestling team.

Call File Photo
District qualifier Andrew Bolin returns for the Piqua wrestling team.

Piqua bowlers excited about season
Sta�  Reports

It will be a new year in the GWOC North for the 
Piqua bowling team — and not just because Tippeca-
noe is joining the conference.

“With the restructuring of the conference we are 
now required to bowl all the teams in our sister divi-
sion the South once and all the teams in the North 
Division twice,” Piqua boys coach Craig Miller said. 
“This adds a lot of complexity as we will be bowling 
all of the South schools as away matches this season 
and at the beginning of the season. So the Indians 
will have one home match in our fi rst 13 contests 

(matches and tournaments).”
District qualifi er Travis Smith is back for his senior 

season after averagin 204.2 a year ago, while sopho-
mores Austin Jenkins (180.2) and Shane Kerrigan 
(175.8) also return for the Indians.

Rounding out the varsity will be junior Terry 
Penny, sophomore Ethan Gevedon and freshman 
Nicholas Jess.

“While we did not have as many kids tryout this 
season we have a good core bunch of bowlers,” Miller 
said. Last season’s fi rst All GWOC North and district 
qualifi er Travis Smith will bring a lot of leadership 
to the team this season. Last year’s Pirate Challenge 
Tournament Champion Austin Jenkins bowled dur-
ing the off-season this year in a traveling scholarship 
league to continue to improve his game.

“Last season Shane Kerrigan started on the JV 
team and eventually was moved to the varsity team. 
Terry Penny and Ethan Gevedon are return this sea-
son from the JV team last season where they have 
learned what to expect at tournaments and away 
matches. Freshman Nick Jess has been a standout 
the last couple of seasons in the youth leagues at 
Brel-Aire lanes.”

GIRLS
Coach Jason Jenkins team returns two key part of 

last year’s team in senior Rayna Brownlee and sopho-
more Kyra Buchanan.

Brownlee had a 172.4 average and helped fi nish off 
a big win over Troy, while Buchanan averaged 162.9.

“We have two bowlers back from last season in 
Rayna Brownlee and Kyra Buchanan,” Jenkins said. 
“Rayna and Kyra will be strong bowlers for this team 
and can carry this team far. It should be an exciting 
season, we will have a chance to compete with the 
best of the division. We might not be bringing very 
many back from the team last year but I believe this 
team can go far. Our practices we are working hard 
in getting the rust off from the offseason.”

The seniors include Brownlee, Katie Sherman, 
Abby Rudd, Maryssa Kuhn and Karmin Lee — to 
go with junior Chloe Koon and sophomore Kyra 
Buchanan.

“We have some new ladies joining our JV squad 
this year,” Jenkins said. “Our JV squad has some 

promising signs for years to come. Ashley Peterson is 
the lone lady on our JV squad from last year.”

New members include senior Emily Moore, junior 
Amanda George, sophomores Breanna Littleton 
and Jezekia Helton and freshman Katelyn Lear and 
Kalista Hill.

Piqua’s fi rst match was Nov. 22 at Poelking South 
against Miamisburg.

Call File Photo
Austin Jenkins is back for the Piqua boys bowling team.

Call File Photo
Kyra Buchanan returns for the Piqua girls bowling team.
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By Ken Barhorst
kbarhorst@civitasmedia.com

SIDNEY — Lehman girls basketball coach Craig 
Hall guided his team to a 12-11 overall record last 
season, including 5-1 in the Northwest Central Con-
ference, which was good enough for the runner-up 
spot in the league.

And even though the Lady Cavs will be young this 
season, Hall is optimistic and feeling good, especially 
about the numbers. It wasn’t long ago that there 
weren’t enough players for a junior varsity team, but 
Hall says there are 20 girls in all playing this year.

He has one returnee who is a fourth-year varsity 
player in senior Hannah Fogt. She averaged 7.5 per 
game last season as well as 6.6 rebounds.

“I’m looking for big things from her,” Hall said. 
“She was one of our best scorers last season.”

He feels he’s also set at the guard spot with return-
ees Brogan McIver and Alanna O’Leary. Both are 
still only juniors, and O’Leary was the team’s leading 
scorer last season at 8.0 per game.

“I’m real confi dent in those two girls,” said Hall. 
“Both have worked real hard on their ball-handling 
and perimeter shooting and I think they’re going to 
have good seasons. I’ve seen a lot of positive things 
not only out of them, but all the girls.”

Also back is 5-foot-10 Carly Edwards in the post, 
and she’s only a sophomore. She averaged 3.5 and 3.7 
last season.

Grace Monnin is returning at guard and is also only 
a sophomore. She averaged 4.0 last year as a fresh-
man.

She has two classmates also named Grace in Grace 
Brandt and Grace Olding, both guards who played 
varsity last year as freshmen, and are ready for a big-
ger role.

As for inside, he has 5-10 Emily Fogt and 5-10 
freshman Abby Schutt. “Abby has been impressive in 
scrimmages,” he said. “She’s got good size and nice 
moves for a freshman.”

He likes his team’s chances of bettering last sea-
son’s mark.

“I see a lot of improvement,” he said. “There seems 
to be a lot of excitement this year and the morale is 
great. We’re not going to be the biggest team, but we 
have a lot of athletes and a lot of quickness. So I’m 
real excited about the next two or three years.”
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Gleason upbeat about Lehman boys
By Ken Barhorst
kbarhorst@civitasmedia.com

SIDNEY — Tim Gleason begins 
his second season as head coach 
of the Lehman boys basketball 
team, and he’s starting it out the 
same way he did last year — with 
a positive outlook.

“Coaches tell me all the time, 
don’t be so positive. You set up 
too many expecations,” said Glea-
son. “But I’m excited about this 
season. Last year, we were young 
and inexperienced. This year 
we’re young and experienced.”

The Cavaliers were quite young 
last year, and when you fi gured in 
the fact that they all had to learn a 
new system, their struggles were 
expected.

“That was huge last year,” said 
Gleason. “That’s one of the rea-
sons I’m so optimistic — because 
the kids know the system now 
and we were able to get going 
right from the start. And we got 
the football players earlier this 
season.”

Last year was a trying one for 
Gleason and the Cavs, the fi nal 
record being just 4-19.

“I’ve never experienced any-
thing like that at any level,” 
Gleason said. “But I just try to 
remind myself that I was trying 
to completely rebuild the pro-
gram. I thought once we got past 
that fi rst season, things would 
improve, and I think they will. 
And I think we’ll be really good 
next year.

“My main expectation for this 
season is to be competitive in 
every game,” he said. “I’d like 
to compete for the league title 
(Northwest Central Confer-
ence), but that will be a tall order 
because Lima Perry is just loaded. 
But I want at least a .500 record 
minimum this season. Anything 
short of that will be disappointing 
for me because we expect to be 
vastly improved.”

He has three full-time starters 
back this season and another who 
started in quite a few, too. And of 
the four, only one is a senior.

That senior is Dylan Arnold, 
a versatile athlete who also 
excels in football and baseball. 
Though Gleason says basketball is 
Arnold’s “third-favorite sport,” he 
still led the Cavaliers in scoring 
last season at 10 points per game, 
in assists with 44, and in steals 
with 46.

“When you think of Dylan, you 
think of an athlete,” said Gleason. 
“Basketball is his third-favorite 

sport, so he doesn’t play it as 
much in the offseason as others. 
But he knows the game and is 
very athletic. He’s a tenacious 
rebounder and defender.”

The other three are all juniors 
in Preston Rodgers, Kam Lee and 
6-foot-4 Michael Bunker.

“Preston brings tremendous 
quickness and basketball IQ,” said 
Gleason. “He’s really a student of 
the game, an excellent leader and 
an absolute gym rat.

“Bunker brings great size and 
athleticism,” he added. “But he’s 
still learning the game. He’s really 
a football guy and just needs to 
play more basketball, because 
right now he only has a year-and-
a-half on the court. He’s athletic 
and has the size, and he can dunk 
about any way you can imagine. 
He could be a force on the boards, 
and I would love to see him score 
around 10 a game.

Lee is the player who started 
sporadically last season, but he 
will be a mainstay this year.

“He brings everything,” said 
Gleason. “He has it all. He has 
the shooting range, he’s explosive 
to the basket and has learned to 
attack the basket rather than just 
being a shooter. In summer camp 
at Findlay, they invited him back 
to their elite camp. He’s 6-1 or 6-2 
and can score.”

There are only two seniors on 
the squad this year, the second 
being Jared Rourke. “Jared is 
nothing fl ashy, just a steady and 
smart guard. He’s got a solid shot 
and is a good ball-handler.”

Bunker has a battle on his 
hands for that center starting 
position because of 6-4 junior 
Seth Sargent. “He’s a wide body 
and a very smart player who 
worked hard at it over the sum-
mer. He will be competing for 
the center spot for sure,” Gleason 
said.

There are two more juniors and 
they are both guards in Braiden 
Sherman and Logan Richard, and 
there are also two sophomores 
in the mix in Elliot Gilardi, the 
quarterback in football, and Jared 
Magoteaux.

“Logan and Braiden are both 
competing hard for playing time,” 
said Gleason. “Gilardi is a leader, 
a smart passer and playmaker, 
and Jared is strong and plays 
hard. I coached them for three 
years and they know exactly what 
I’m looking for.”

Call File Photo
Kameron Lee is back for the Lehman boys basketball team this year.

Call File Photo
Lehman’s Jared Rourke makes a move to the basket last year.

Hall optimistic about Lady Cavs youth

Call File Photo
Alanna O’Leary is back for Lehman this year.

Call File Photo
Grace Olding returns for the Lehman girls this year.
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Sta�  Reports

COVINGTON — Covington is coming 
off another great season which included 
the third best tournament record in 
school history (173-17).

The Buccs also continued their streak 
of 20+ dual wins to eight consecutive 
years, fi nishing with a 25-3 record, and 
advancing to the dual meet Regional 
Semifi nals. Covington claimed its 14th 
straight unoffi cial Cross-County Confer-
ence title and their second-highest fi nish 
at the 55-team Greater Miami Valley 
Wrestling Association tournament, tak-
ing sixth overall.

The team placed third out of 21 teams 
at sectionals, with eighth district quali-
fers, and seventh out of 63 teams at dis-
tricts, qualifying two wrestlers to state 
— Ryan Ford and Brandon Magee.

At state, Ryan Ford took fourth to 
become Covington’s 2nd three-time state 
placer. The Buccs have now had at least 
one state placer in eleven of the past 
twelve seasons.

The Buccs lost four outstanding wres-
tlers to graduation – three-time state 
placer Ryan Ford, state qualifi er Brandon 
Magee, state alternate Connor Ryan 
and district qualifi er Coleman Ryan, but 
return a number of talented wrestlers.

Covington will be led by seniors Ross 
Bowman, Luke Grieshop, Carl Lankford, 
Lance Miller, Branden Robinson, Josh 
Sowers and Deron White.

Miller is a returning state 
qualifi er while Sowers and 
White are returning district 
qualifi ers. The junior class 
includes district qualifi er 
Gage DeHart, plus Kyle 
Barga, Bryce Keiser and 
Joey Schmelzer.

The sophomore class 
includes Parker Dysinger, 
Keringten Martin, Gavin 
McReynolds,

Riley Richards, Ian Wil-

son and Dolan Young. Rounding out the 
roster are freshmen Jesse Fisher, Aaron 
Flick, Joseph Franke, Seth Iddings, Gage 
Kerrigan, Parker Lucas, Fletcher Metz, 
Cade Schmelzer and Dylan Staudt.

Covington looks forward to compet-
ing with the mix of Division 1, II and III 
teams that are on their schedule.

The Buccs return to two presti-
gious mega-tournaments: the 52-team 
GMVWA Holiday tournament and the 
38-team Lima Central Catholic (LCC) 
Invitational.

They will also compete in the North-
eastern, Versailles and Troy Invitationals. 
Covington will once again square off with 
some of the top dual-meet teams in the 
western part of the state, including Ver-
sailles, Eaton, Miami East and Coldwa-
ter. Additionally, the JV team will travel 
to some very competitive reserve meets 
including Versailles, Ben Logan, Sidney 
and Vandalia-Butler.

Covington has two home duals and 
will once again host the Covington Duals 
tournament – which includes their Cross 
County Conference rivals, along with 
Lehman.

The Buccs will compete again in the 
OHSAA team dual meet tournament and 
then travel to Lehman for the Division 
III sectional tournament – whose partici-
pants have proven to be among the most 
successful among all divisions in Ohio at 
the state tournament over the past sev-
eral years.
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Haller hopes for good things from LHS wrestlers
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

SIDNEY — Cam Haller knows there 
is no sense worrying about what could 
have been.

And while the Lehman wrestling 
coach is without at least two and 
maybe three strong wrestlers this sea-
son due to injury, the focus is on what 
could be.

Senior Jake Earhart (22-12) and 
junior Aldo Barrera (11-15) are lost 
for the season with injuries and junior 
Colin Haller (13-6) may not be able to 
go. But the Cavaliers will have eight 
wrestlers in the lineup, led by seniors 
Wyatt Long (195) and Brandon Sim-
mons (152, 160).

“You can always say what if,” Haller 
said. “But there is nothing you can do 
about it. We feel like we have a strong 
group of wrestlers.”

He likes the fact that seven of the 

eight wrestlers were on Lehman’s play-
off football team.

“That is always a plus (to have suc-
cess in another sport),” Haller said. 
“Especially from a competitive stand-
point.”

Long qualifi ed for district last year 
and fi nished with a 24-10 record, while 
Simmons fi nished 22-12 and was a dis-
trict alternate.

“They are both pretty quiet, but they 
lead by example,” Haller said. “Wyatt 
(Long) had a little bit of a tough fi nish 
at district. We are expecting big things 
out of him. Brandon (Simmons) had a 
tough sectional last year, but still ended 
up being a district alternate.”

Alvo Berrara (132) is back out wres-
tling this year.

“He wrestled as a freshman, then 
didn’t wrestle last year,” Haller said. 
“We are happy to have him back.”

Another junior is newcomer in Jace 

Chamberlin (170).
“He transferred in,” Haller said. “He 

had wrestled as a youth and in junior 
high, then didn’t wrestle the last couple 
years. We are happy to have him.”

Sophomore Ethan Knapke (152, 160) 
is back after a 17-16 record last year.

“He had a good year as a freshman 
and is back with a year’s experience,” 
Haller said.

Rounding it out are freshman Ethan 
Derryberry (106) and Noah Young 
(138, 145).

“They both wrestled in junior high 
for us last year,” Haller said. “Ethan 
gives us our fi rst 106 in probably 10 
years.”

Because of the restructuring of the 
points system, Lehman will have some 
more duals this year.

“Of course, with eight guys it is 
tough to win duals,” Haller said. “But 
we have a very competitive schedule.”

And it is all about being at their best 
in February.

“We always joke that football shape 
is not in as good a shape as wrestling 
shape,” Haller said.

The highlight of the season is the 
Catholic Invitational — held at Otter-
bein this year.

“That’s all three divisions thrown 
together,” Haller said. “You wrestle 
against all of them. That is a great tour-
nament.”

And Haller can look at the program 
and see the glass as more than half full.

“We have fi ve wrestlers in the junior 
high program for the second straight 
year,” he said. “So we are excited about 
that.”

As well as seeing “what can be” on 
the mats this winter.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the Daily Call. He can be 
reached at (937) 451-3334.

File Photo
District qualifier Wyatt Long returns for the Lehman wrestling team.

Buccs look to continue 
success on mats

Call File Photo
Josh Sowers returns for the Covington wrestling team.

Call File Photo
Lance Miller is a returning state qualifier for the Covington wrestling team.
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Covington boys don’t mind late start
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com
COVINGTON — It is not 

an unfamiliar positions for 
Covington boys basketball 
coach Matt Pond.

And one where he sees the 
glass as completely full.

Pond didn’t get to see his 
full team until the Buccs were 
eliminated from the football 
playoffs — and he wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

“I think it is defi nitely a 
plus for guys to have had suc-
cess in other sports,” Pond 
said. “And most of our foot-
ball players are returning let-
termen. It also gives a chance 
to get in the gym with some 
of the other guys and gives us 
some extra time with some of 
our younger guys.”

And those football players 
couldn’t wait to get in the 
gym.

“They are here a couple 
days earlier than expected,” 
Pond said. “That just shows 
you they are excited and can’t 
wait to get going.”

The Buccs return seven of 
their top eight players from a 
year ago, when they fi nished 
xx-xx.

The loss is a notable one in 
Jordan Maschino.

“That’s a double-double 
we lost,” Pond said. “We are 
going to have to pick up the 
rebounding and did some dif-
ferent things for us out there 
— but we have everyone else 
back.”

At the guard spots will be 
6-foot senior Nathan Blei, 5-7 
senior Jayce Pond, 5-7 junior 
Jett Murphy, 5-11 junior 
Nathan Lyle, 6-foot junior 
Braden Miller and 5-11 junior 
Bradley Wiggins.

“We have a lot of athleti-
cism at the guard spot,” Pond 
said. “We have one four-year 
player (Blei) and a three-year 
player (Pond) there.”

The wings/posts will 
include 6-3 junior Zach Par-

rett, 6-3 senior Trevor Miller 
and 5-11 senior Adam Lefeld, 
with 6-3 senior Kenny Atkin-
son and 6-4 senior Tristin 
Sowers playing in the post as 
well.

“We have decent size,” 
Pond said. “About as good as 
we have had since I have been 
here.”

The Buccs will look to 
execute the offense and take 
advantage of opportunities 
when they are there.

“We will look for the sec-
ondary break,” Pond said. 
“One of the keys to our suc-
cess is going to be our execu-
tion offense. To take care of 
the ball and make good deci-
sions with the ball. That is 
going to be a real key for us.”

The tempo will not be a 
slow one.

“We hardly ever on going 
to be walking the ball up the 
fl oor,” Pond said. “We want 
to take advantage of our 
opportunities and we will 
mix things up on defense. We 
want to take advantage of the 
depth we are going to have.”

As always, the CCC will 
feature a number of strong 
teams.

“It is a strong conference,” 
Pond said. “It is loaded with 
good teams and good coaches 
from top to bottom. Every 
night in the conference is 
going to be a challenge and 
we have a strong non-confer-
ence schedule as well.”

Pond hopes the Buccs expe-
rience and athleticism will 
lead to success.

“I think if we come out and 
play the way we are capable, 
we feel like we can be very 
competitive,” Pond said.

And as always, it will be 
well worth the “wait”.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the Daily 
Call. He can be reached at (937) 451-
3334.

Call File Photo
Jayce Pond returns for the Covington boys basketball team

Meyer takes over as Lady Buccs coach
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

COVINGTON — There is a familiar face back on 
the Covington girls basketball bench this winter.

Jim Meyer returns after 18 years out of coaching to 
lead the Lady Buccs.

When Meyer was last coaching Covington girls in 
1988-89, they advanced to the regional fi nals in Lyn-
nette Roeth’s freshman season fi nishing with a record 
of 22-4. In his four years as coach, Covington had a 
record of 55-32.

Meyer then had a successful stint at Troy, including 
a 20-win season.

“I think the only thing that has changed is I am 18 
years older,” Meyer, who was hired last month, said.

And Meyer said the transition has been a smooth 
one, thanks to his players and coaches.

“At fi rst, I thought this was going to be really dif-
fi cult,” Meyer said about the short time period to get 
ready for the season. “Because, I believe you have to 
have relationships and it takes time to build trust. 
But, the players have done everything I have asked of 
them. Really, it is a credit to them. They have worked 
hard with great attitudes. Anything they needed to 
make happen, they have made happen.

“I couldn’t ask any more out of them. And I have to 
thank my assistant coaches Adam Sweigart and Bran-
don Studebaker, who have done a great job.”

The only drawback so far in the preseason is the 
injury bug.

Kara Schaeffer (5-3, senior), Lillian Hamilton (6-0, 
sophomore) and Shae Robinson (5-3, junior) have all 
suffered from various injuries.

“Sometimes, we have as many kids on the stage as 
we do practicing,” Meyer said.

And while four-year varsity players Carly Shell, Ari-
anna Richards, Brooke Gostomsky and Jessie Crow-
ell were lost to graduation — along with Julianna 
Yingst, the cupboard is not bare.

Leading the returners is 5-foot-7 sophomore guard 
Sammi Whiteman, who averaged 12.9 points per 
game as a freshman.

“She is our leading returning scorer,” Meyer said. 
“I think the thing about Sammi is this sport is her 

life. She is always looking for extra time in the gym. 
Whether it is after practice or in the morning, she 
want to get in the gym.

“And when she can’t, she is out on the playground 
playing. She has a tremendous work ethic. I think 
that is something that can carry over (to the rest of 
the team). They see her hard work paying off.”

Also at the guard position are 5-7 senior Allison 
Angle, 5-6 senior Addison Metz and 5-4 senior Jus-
tice Warner — along with 5-4 junior Jordan Crowell.

“All three of those girls (seniors) have played JV 
the last three years,” Meyer said. “They have worked 
hard and all three of them are going to help us. Jor-
dan (Crowell) played last year and gives us some 
experience.”

Inside, the Buccs will have 5-8 senior Lexie Long, 
5-6 junior Tori Lyle, who grabbed 84 rebounds a year 
ago and 5-11 senior Kelsey McReynolds, to with 
Hamilton when she is healthy.

“Lexie (Long) has played guard in the past, but has 
made the move inside to help the team,” Meyer said. 
“With our offense, there are still times where we will 
pull her out. She will be kind of a hybrid post-wing. 
Tori Lyle is back from last year and Kelsey (McReyn-
olds) has worked really hard and is going to help us.”

Meyer has put a new system in — and the Lady 
Buccs have picked it up quickly.

“This isn’t a situation where they had an offseason 
to pick up and learn the system,” Meyer said. “This is 
a completely new system and I am just amazed what 
they have done in just a couple weeks. It is a credit to 
them. They work hard and are very coachable.”

Offensively, Covington will look to take what is 
there.

“What we want to do is take the fast break when 
it is there,” Meyer said. “We want to be disciplined 
offensively. We have to do all the little things right 
— hit the pick, make sound passes. We don’t want to 
force things.”

Covington will mix things up defensively.
“We will play a lot of man,” Meyer said. “But, 

basically, what we are going to do is play whatever 
defense we need to play to have success and stop the 
other team that night.”

Meyer expects the CCC to be a challenge.
“From what I have heard, Miami East, Tri-Village, 

Newton and Arcanum are the teams that were in the 
top rung with us last year and most of them have a 
lot of players back. But, you can’t overlook anybody.”

The non-conference schedule includes Versailles, 
Russia and Jackson Center and playing in the Barn-
Ball Classic at Miami East over the holiday.

“We want to play good teams,” Meyer said. “We 
want to be challenged.”

They have already cleared the fi rst big challenge 
with fl ying colors.

Rob Kiser is Sports Editor for the Daily Call. He can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Call File Photo
Sammi Whiteman returns after a strong freshman season for 
Covington.

Call File Photo
Covington’s Jordan Crowell passes the ball in a game last year.
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Miami East short on 
experience, not dreams
By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

CASSTOWN — Preseason bas-
ketball picture days tend to be a 
pretty mundane affair, particularly 
for a coach such as Allen Mack, who 
has been around for more than two 
decades.

This year, however, picture day at 
Miami East was unlike any Mack had 
seen in his career.

“When they called for our returning 
lettermen to get their picture taken 
for the program this year, it turned 
out we only had one letterman,” the 
Miami East boys basketball coach said. 
“I don’t know that something like that 
has ever happened before.”

Miami East graduating six seniors 
— including career 1,000-point scorer 
Damien Mackesy and single-season 
3-point record holder Brandon Mack 
— off a team that had back-to-back 
20-win seasons and went to the Divi-
sion III district title game three years 
in a row.

While nearly every face — save for 
senior Logan West — on the varsity 
roster has changed, however, expecta-
tions around Casstown have not.

“Obviously we lost a lot of talent; we 
are starting fresh,” Mack said. “But we 
have a lot of players who are excited 
and anxious about pursuing their 
own hoop dreams. It’s refreshing how 
excited these kids are. Obviously this 
year’s team will have a different type 
of feel and look to it, but the kids are 
excited about getting their opportuni-
ties on varsity.”

The 6-foot-5 West returns in the post 
for the Vikings this season.

“He is a three-year letterwinner and 
has been a key part of our success the 
past few years, especially last year,” 
Mack said. “He’s a dominant post 
player. He’s got good post moves, he’s 
a good rebounder and he protects the 
basket. He’s the type of player you can 
build around.”

He’ll be joined by Cam Coomes as 
the only two seniors on East’s roster.

“Cam is very athletic and he’s a fi n-
isher,” Mack said. “He’s also worked 
really hard on his outside shot.”

Mack said juniors Austin Rutledge 
and Austin Kearns should fi gure heavi-
ly into East’s starting rotation, as well.

“Austin Rutledge got a lot of good 
experience in JV games last year,” he 
said. “From what we’ve seen the fi rst 
couple of weeks of practice, he’s got 
good length for a guard that we can 
use to our advantage. He’ll play the 
point primarily and is also a good out-
side shooter. Austin Kearns has been 
practicing hard every day and is ready 
to go. He’s a solid, physical power for-
ward.”

From there, Mack said plenty of 
playing time will be up for grabs — 
much of it by players who already have 
established names for themselves in 
other sports. He is hoping players such 
as sophomore Justin Brown, junior 
Dalton Taynor, sophomore Ian Gen-
gler and sophomore Colt Frazier can 
translate success in other sports onto 
the hardwood.

“We’ve got some outstanding young 
athletes who have had a lot of success 
in other sports,” Mack said. “Justin 
Brown is a very athletic football 
player and is on the track team. Dalton 

Taynor I believe set records for the 
soccer team this fall. Ian Gengler was 
the quarterback on the football team 
this fall. Colt Frazier is an excellent 
shooter who has had success with the 
football and track teams.”

Juniors Dylan Hahn and Jack Run-
ner, along with sophomores Parker 
Heim and Will Hudson II all will be 
called upon to play roles for the team 
this season, as well.

“Dylan Hahn is competing for a 
wing spot and will be our back-up 
point guard, as well,” Mack said. “Jack 
Runner is a very physical post player. 
Parker Heim shoots well and handles 
the ball well. Will Hudson II is like a 
jack-of-all-trades for us. He can player 
a number of positions.”

Despite his team’s obviously lack of 
experience, Mack said he’s looking for-
ward to the start of the season.

“A lot of these guys were very suc-
cessful at the junior varsity level,” 
Mack said. “Our JV team went 17-5 
last year. Also, with our varsity team 
winning 21 games last year, we were 
able to get a lot of these guys playing 
time in the fourth quarters of games 
— sometimes they were able to play 
the entire fourth quarter. We do have 
guys with varsity experience, just not 
enough to letter last year.

“We’ll be looking to get the other 
guys varsity experience, particularly 
in our early games to try to build their 
confi dence before we get into the lat-
ter part of the season. We’ve got guys 
with a desire to play the game. We 
want them to embrace that.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@civitasmedia.com; 
follow him on Twitter @thefong

Mike Ullery | Civitas Media
Logan West is the lone returning varsity 
letterwinner for Miami East this season.

Vanover hopes for 
‘golden’ season at East
By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

CASSTOWN — Silver medals are 
nice, but Bruce Vanover wouldn’t 
mind a change in hue this season.

“We lost in the sectional fi nals to 
Versailles my fi rst year here, then lost 
to Bethel-Tate in the district fi nals last 
season,” the third-year Miami East 
girls basketball coach said. “That was 
my third district runner-up fi nish — 
two as the boys coach at Lehman and 
one here. I’d like to see what that gold 
medal feels like.”

It would certainly seem as if the 
Vikings have the potential to be in the 
hunt to do just that.

“I like the fact that we are return-
ing a lot of players from last year’s 
team,” Vanover said. “This should 
help us continue to reach new heights 
as a program. We are returning a lot 
of experience and have a great abun-
dance of youth in the mix as well. This 
group of girls has put in a lot of time 
and hard work in the offseason, and 
because of this commitment we have 
a great amount of talent and depth at 
every position.

“We are also blessed to have great 
leadership on this year’s team, and it 
all starts with our two seniors: Emily 
Hawkins and Sage Hunley. They are 
doing a great job of pulling this team 
together in an effort to make this 
another successful season for us.”

In addition to Hawkins and Hunley, 
the Vikings also return three starters 
from last season in sophomore point 
guard Morgan Haney, junior center 
Haley Howard and junior guard Bailey 
Miller.

Both Haney and Howard recorded a 
number of milestones for the Vikings 
last season.

Haney set the school single-season 
record for fi eld goals with 164 as 
she recorded 412 points, the fourth-
highest single-season total in school 
history. She recorded 136 assists on 
the season, putting her third in school 
history, and recorded 46 3-pointers, 
making her sixth in school history.

Howard set the single-season school 
record with 253 rebounds. She also 
recorded 22 rebounds in a single 
game, the second-highest total in 
school history. She also blocked 67 
shots (a single-season school record) 
and currently has 92 career blocks, 
putting her second in school history. 
She blocked fi ve shots in a game three 
times, the second-highest total in 
school history. She fi nished the season 
with 136 2-point fi eld goals (fourth in 
school history) and had 13 in a single 
game (also fourth in school history).

“Obviously Haney and Howard are 
both great players,” Vanover said. 
“They are putting themselves in posi-
tion to be mentioned with some of the 
greatest players in school history. Bai-
ley Miller is another returning starter 
we are expecting big things from this 
season.”

Juniors Anna Jacomet and Kaitlyn 
Mack both will play at the wings for 
the Vikings.

“We’ve got a lot of different girls 
who can play wings for us,” Vanover 
said. “Jacomet and Mack are two kids 
who will contribute for us this year.”

Sophomores Amber Kinnison — 
who played varsity last season — and 

Savannah Nehring both will play in the 
post this season, while fellow sopho-
more Maria Staton will play guard.

“Amber Kinnison is ready to rock 
and roll,” Vanover said. “She’s a kid 
who plays bigger than she really is. 
She’s only 5-foot-9, but she doesn’t 
play like it. Savannah Nehring is a big, 
strong, physical player. Maria Staton 
is an excellent defender. She gets her 
hands on a lot of balls.”

A pair of freshmen, Gabrielle 
Hawkins and Camryn Miller, round 
out the varsity roster.

“Camryn Miller will see substantial 
time this year,” Vanover said. “Gabri-
elle Hawkins is a point guard with 
great handles. I know a lot of people 
are going to look at our roster and 
only see two seniors and think we 
are an inexperienced team — but we 
really aren’t. We’ve got a lot of varsity 
experience. We are young, but we 
aren’t inexperienced at all.”

The Vikings also have a number of 
players fresh off the school’s recent 
Division III state volleyball champion-
ship.

“We just got the varsity players in 
for practice,” Vanover said. “A lot of 
people ask me if that’s a problem, hav-
ing so many volleyball players on the 
team. Heck no; they just won a state 
title. They are going to be mentally 
prepared, because playing for a state 
title is about the most pressure you 
can get. I wish all of our girls sports 
teams at Miami East could play for a 
state title.”

Which would mean gold medals for 
everyone.

Contact David Fong at dfong@civitasmedia.com; 
follow him on Twitter @thefong

Call File Photo
Miami East’s Haley Howard battles for a 
rebound.

Call File Photo
Miami East’s Morgan Haney goes up for two 
points last year.

East wrestlers return state placers
CASSTOWN — Miami East returns a pair of two-

time state placers and another state qualifi er on what 
should be a deep and strong roster.

“If the weights fall the way they should, we’ll be 
able to fi ll all of our weight classes,” East coach Mark 
Rose said. “You can just about win half your duels just 
by fi lling all your weight classes, depending on who 
you are dueling. We’re real happy with who we’ve got 
right now.”

Leading the way are a trio of juniors. At 120 will 
be Graham Shore, who placed third last year and sev-
enth as a freshman. Alex Isbrandt (138) placed sev-
enth at state each of the past two years. Zane Strubler 
(145) was a state qualifi er last year.

“All of those guys have looked really, really good so 
far,” Rose said.

At 106 and 113 will be sophomore Cole Taylor and 
freshman Kaleb Nickels, depending on who makes 
what weight. Freshman Micah Davis will be wrestling 
at the lower weights, as well. At 126 will be sopho-
more Cody Nickels. He could also wrestle at 132, 
along with senior Trey Rush.

Seniors Travis Ferguson will wrestle at 152. Sopho-
mores Jacob Vick and Michael Miller will battle it out 
for the starting spot at 160. Senior Colton Kawolak 
and sophomore Matthew Walker will be at 170 and 
182, depending on who makes weight.

At 195 will be sophomore Cody Niswonger. 
Sophomore Brenden Dalton will wrestle at 220, while 
senior Zach Schellhouse or sophomore Lance Rohr-
bach will compete at 285.

Miami East Swimming
CASSTOWN — Miami East returns a number of 

key performers this season.
For the East girls, three-year letterwinner and team 

MVP McKenna Bollinger is returning in both the 
200 and 500 freestyle. She’s also the anchor for the 
district-qualifying distance medley and 400 freestyle 
relays. She is the only three-year district qualifi er in 
individual events and will be looking to advance to 
state this year. She also is a four-time Cross County 
Conference meet event winner.

Also returning is three-year letterwinner Megan 
Lawson, who will again be joining both the medley 
relay (butterfl y) and 400 freestyle relay teams. She 
also was a district qualifi er in the 200 individual med-
ley and 100 backstroke events.

Joining the Viking’s relay qualifi ers will be senior 
Abby Bollinger, who will lead both the medley relay 
and the 400 freestyle relay.

Junior Meredith Richters will be returning to 
swim both of her district events in the 200 individual 
medley and the 100 breaststroke. Richters has been 
a member of the 200 medley relay and the 400 free-
style relay since her freshman year and has qualifi ed 
to districts in her individual events as both a fresh-
man and sophomore. Meredith also represented the 
Vikings last year when she qualifi ed to return the 
fi nals in Cincinnati at last year’s classic meet.

Returning for the boys team will be senior swim-
mer Alex Heim, who has been to districts for the 
Viking Boys relay both his freshman and sophomore 

years. He swims butterfl y and is the school record 
holder in the 200 freestyle.

Also returning is two-year letterman Jackson 
Tucker, who will be going after his fi rst district meet 
in 100 breaststroke.

Newton Bowling
PLEASANT HILL — For the fi rst time in school 

history, Newton will fi eld a bowling team this winter.
On the girls team will be senior Amanda Arnett, 

juniors Jalynn Mead and Emily Shellabarger and 
sophomores Anna Baker and Ashley Rowan. Compet-
ing on the boys team will be juniors Zane Borland, 
Hunter Hollis and Cory Rowe.

“We look to have fun, be competitive and maybe 
surprise a few people this season,” coach Eric 
Schindler said. “Our goal is to have as many bowlers 
as possible win a sectional match or two.”
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Newton boys su� er heavy graduation losses
By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

PLEASANT HILL — Mike Albright likes every-
thing he is seeing from his younger players.

And that’s a good thing, because after graduating 
fi ve seniors — including three starters and more than 
50 percent of his scoring from a year ago — graduate 
from a 14-9 team, the Newton boys basketball coach 
is going to need it.

“We lost some good players; we’ve got some holes 
to fi ll,” the second-year Newton coach said. “We 
lost more than 50 percent of our scoring in Brock 
Jamison and Brady McBride. They combined to score 
about 30 points per game last season, and we aver-
aged about 53-54 points per game. So we are defi -
nitely going to need some kids to step up this season 
to replace that.

“So far, I’ve been pleasantly surprised by the focus 
of our guys in general. I had some concerns about 
how well we would do that. It’s still early, but our 
practices have been good so far. They underclassmen 
are really hard workers. They are really stepping up, 
which is a good thing.”

The Indians will have a pair of options at point 
guard in sophomore Ryan Mollette and senior Nick 
Honeycutt.

“Mollette isn’t very big physically, but he is a proto-
typical one-guard,” Albright said. “Honeycutt is our 
top returning scorer from a year ago.”

At the shooting guard will be either Honeycutt or 
Austin Evans. A pair of juniors, Treg Jackson and 
Nash Lavy, also could see time in the backcourt for 
the Indians.

“Those two (Honeycutt and Evans) are pretty inter-
changeable,” Albright said. “They are both athletic 
and fast. They both like to get up and down the fl oor. 
Treg Jackson can be a tremendous scorer for us. Nash 

Lavy is battling there, too. We have a lot of options 
and guys who are pushing one another.”

Senior Nelson Clymer, a starter last season, is 
capable of playing either forward position, Albright 
said.

“He’s improved his outside game a bunch over the 
summer,” Albright said. “He’s not the tallest kid, but 
he’s built like a linebacker. He’s a strong kid and he 
battles in there.”

Jackson Riffl e is capable of playing either post 
position. He’ll be joined in the post by senior Luke 
Miller-Search.

“Jackson Riffl e got some varsity time last year,” 
Albright said. “He played well at times last year. He 
just needs some more experience. We are going to be 
counting on him last year. Luke Miller-Search plays 
mostly inside, but he’s also a good outside shooter. 
Really, his forte is the outside shot, but we also need 
him to play inside.”

Right now, Albright said, the focus of the team is 
improving its defensive efforts from a season ago.

“That was our biggest struggle last year,” he said. 
“It’s something we are really focusing in on this 
season. We just need our kids to get tougher. That’s 
what defense is all about — playing tough and being 
willing to put in the work.”

So far, though, Albright said he’s seeing the ben-
efi ts of having a full year in as the team’s head coach.

“You always hope that in the second year you start 
to see the benefi ts of what you started in the fi rst 
year,” he said. “The kids really do seem to under-
stand and believe in what it is we are trying to do. 
We did lose a lot of players from last year, but we are 
happy to see how hard our kids are working so far in 
practice. We’ve just got to keep working.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@civitasmedia.com; follow him on Twitter @
thefong

Ben Robinson | GoBuccs.com
Austin Evans (left) returns for the Indian this season.

Fisher takes over as Newton girls coach
By David Fong
dfong@civitsamedia.com

PLEASANT HILL — The Newton girls basketball 
team has a new coach this season … if a coach with 
four decades of coaching experience can be consid-
ered “new,” that is.

Steve Fisher, who began his coaching career not 
only before all of his players were born, but before 
some of their parents were born, returns as the Indi-
ans’ coach this season. Prior to his second stint as the 
girls basketball coach at Newton, Fisher coached the 
Covington boys for 23 years, the Bethel boys — with 
whom he won a Division IV state title in 2001 — for 
fi ve years, the Sidney boys for six years, two years 
with the Newton girls and two years with the Newton 
boys.

“You know, I think the thing I missed the most 
about coaching was the time you spend practicing 
with the kids,” Fisher said. “Everyone always thinks 
you miss the games, but the reality is the games are 
kind of a sidelight. It’s in practice that you really 
get to work with the kids and know the kids — and 
I think that’s what I really missed when I stopped 
coaching … that and the camaraderie you have with 
the other coaches.

“Right now, Newton is a great place to be. The 
fi rst time I started coaching the girls in 2008, there 
was no elementary school program, so there was no 
feeder program. We were able to put that in place and 
I think it really started paying off the last few years. 
Newton has been really good the past three or four 
years — they won 17 games last and 23 games the 
year before that.”

While Fisher returns, the Indians do lose leading 
scorer Madison Mollette — who earned 15 letters 
in her high school career in volleyball, basketball, 
softball and cheerleading — to graduation. With 
Mollette gone, much of the offense this season will 
run through junior guard Tatum McBride, the team’s 
second-leading a year ago.

“We are going to be counting on her to do a lot for 
us, especially early in the season as we get kids more 
used to their roles and as players get more involved,” 
Fisher said. “Right now, we return a lot of kids who 
have been role players for the team. We are going 
to need them to step up and play major parts, not 

just bit parts. Until we get to that point, much of the 
focus of our offense is going to be on Tatum.”

The Indians do return four seniors — Kassidi Alex-
ander, Elizabeth Carroll, Aliya Stine and Kaylee Kes-
sler — who have been in the program.

“Our four seniors will have to step up and be major 
players,” Fisher said. “We don’t necessarily need all 
of them to score a lot of points — Tatum is going to 
be our main contributor in terms of scoring — but 
we’ll need them to defend, rebound and contribute in 
other ways.”

Fisher says he expects 5-foot-10 junior Anna Wolfe 
to continue to develop in the post..

“She has a lot of talent, she just needs to play more 
games and continue to build her confi dence to take 
things to the next level,” Fisher said.

Juniors Treanna Lavy, Macy Flanary, Rachel Kirk 
and Brittany Oburn, along with sophomore Mallory 
Dunlevy, round out the roster for the Indians.

“Right now, we are putting in a whole new system 
on offense and defense,” Fisher said. “That can take 
some time. Last year they were more of a full-court 
press team; this year we’ll be more of a half-court 
defense, good rebounding team. Of course we’ll play 
the 1-2-2 zone. Hopefully we’ll get through the early 
part of the season as we continue to learn the new 
system and be able to contend by the end of the sea-
son.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@civitasmedia.com; follow him on Twitter @
thefong

Ben Robinson | GoBuccs.com
Newton’s Elizabeth Carroll (center) fights for a loose ball last season.

Ben Robinson | GoBuccs.com
Newton’s Tatum McBride puts up a shot last season.
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By Ken Barhorst
kbarhorst@civitasmedia.com

HOUSTON — Brad Allen’s fi rst girls basketball 
team at Houston fi nished with an 11-14 record, but 
fl irted with a much better mark last season.

The Lady Wildcats began fi nding their way in Janu-
ary, when they came within 17 seconds of upsetting 
unbeaten Division 1 Sidney, which went on to post 
a 22-0 regular-season record. And in the very next 
game, Houston traveled to Fort Loramie and took the 
Lady Redskins to overtime.

“I was pleased with our record,” said Allen. “I 
thought we could have positioned ourselves to get 
a couple more wins, but we made it to the sectional 
fi nals and lost to Jackson Center (which made it to 
state).

“We had a nice stretch there,” he added. “At Sid-
ney, we had the lead with under a minute to go, and 
then we took Loramie to overtime. So we had some 
positive things and we had some good momentum. I 
thought at the end of the season we were playing our 
best basketball.”

This season will present a challenge, however. 
Allen said three girls who graduated accounted for 29 
of the team’s average of 42 points last season.

“But I still think we have the personnel that can get 
us some points. And I think we’ll play hard and can 

be very competitive,” he added.
He has three seniors on the team, and always good 

place to start is at point guard. And he has his return-
ing in Kara Maier. “Having Kara back to run the 
point is big,” said Allen.

Also back is 5-foot-9 post player Jenna Jarett, who 
played in all 25 games last season. “She will get 
ample playing time again and log some good, quality 
minutes.

The third senior is Brittany Timmerman, who saw 
action in 15 games last season. Allen expects her 
playing time to increase this year.

There are also three juniors, led by 5-10 post Sarah 
Monnier, who is a returning starter. She averaged fi ve 
points a game and also fi ve rebounds as a sophomore, 
and Allen is looking for big things from her. “She is 
pretty versatile,” he said. “She will play in the post 
but can also move out to the perimeter.

Rebecca New is another junior who is 5-9 and 
pegged as a starter on the wing. “She has a nice shot 
and gets to the line,” Allen said. “And she can play in 
the post if we need her to.”

Morgan Ely is another junior who Allen said has 
excellent quickness and a good shot. He’s counting 
on her to back up Maier at the point.

There are two sophomores also, led by Jessie Mon-
nier, the sister of Sarah. Jessie is a six-footer and will 
likely be the starting center. “She’s going to be a good 

scorer inside and can also get to the line,” Allen said. 
“She will see a lot of playing time.

The second sophomore is Hollie Voisard, who will 
come off the bench and play at a guard spot. “She 
adds a lot of quickness and gives us another ball-
handler. When she’s on, she’s on, and she’s a very 
unselfi sh player.”

Allen said the numbers are a bit low this year, but 
he’s more fortunate than some. He said Houston has 
already been informed that opponents Franklin-Mon-
roe, Mississinawa and Bradford will not have junior 
varsity teams this year.

“Our biggest concern right now is fi nding someone 
to be a consistent scorer,” Allen said. “And I think we 
have some good candidates.”
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Francis inherits young Houston team
By Ken Barhorst
kbarhorst@civitasmedia.com

HOUSTON — Brad Francis spent 18 
years as an assistant coach at his alma 
mater Russia, took some time away, then 
returned last season as an assistant to 
Russia grad Eric Rosenbeck at St. Henry.

Now he becomes a head boys basketball 
coach for the fi rst time, with some big 
shoes to fi ll. He takes over for longtime 
Houston head coach John Willoughby, 
who left to become the new head coach at 
Sidney.

“I just wanted to get back in it, so when 
Eric called me last year and asked me to 
be his assistant, I took it,” said Francis. 
“I loved every minute of it and wanted to 
get back in. And it’s gone great. It’s about 
what I expected. The kids have done 
a good job. They’ve worked hard and I 
think we’ll be a pleasant surprise this 
season.”

He inherits a program that has gone 
through some tough times the last two 
seasons, totalling just nine wins in that 
time. Two years ago, the Wildcats were 
1-22, but turned it around and won eight 
games last season.

However, not a lot returns from that 
team, so Francis has his work cut out in 
his fi rst season.

There are just three lettermen back, 
including senior Cameron Arnold, senior 
Isaac Beaver and Caleb Sluss, who is still 
just a junior.

Arnold averaged 6.3 points last season 
and led the team in assists with 59. He 
is the leading returning scorer for the 
Wildcats.

“Cameron has really improved,” said 
Francis. “He will run the one, and he will 
be a scorer for us. Isaac is a strong kid 
and does everything you want him to 
do. And he’s a 4.0 student. He’s just the 
kind of kid you want on your team. Caleb 
is really shooting the ball well, and he 
realizes he’s not a sophomore anymore. 
I need numbers out of him. And I don’t 
care of those numbers are turnovers and 

fouls. I just need to know that he’s being 
aggressive. I want to err on the side of 
being aggressive this season.”

There are fi ve seniors in all. Joining 
Arnold and Beaver are post player Dylan 
Hensley, 5-8 Sage Bryant and 5-11 Quin-
ton Cox.

“Dylan is one of my best rebounders,” 
Francis said. “He’s athletic and jumps 
well, and he’s capable of scoring. Sage 
has really come on strong and is shooting 
with a lot of confi dence.”

There are also fi ve juniors. In addition 
to Sluss, Francis has 6-1 Cameron Via, 
6-2 James DiLullo, 5-10 Noah Shoemaker 
and 6-1 Josh Douglas.

“Noah has really improved and is very, 
very quick,” said Francis. “James is proba-
bly my second-best rebounder and Josh is 
the type who will run through a wall for 
you. He said every day he comes to prac-
tice thinking he’s the worst player on the 
team and needs to work to get better.”

Francis also has three sophomores who 
will be in the mix, including 6-1 John 
Leist, 6-0 Howie Ludwig and 5-8 Tristin 
Freistuhler.

“Howie is very athletic and can do a 
lot of everything,” said Francis. “Tristin 
is a very good shooter. He’s small, but 
he’s been on varsity since day one and 
he knows the game. John will likely split 
time but he’s another inside presence.

“With this group, I think we’re going to 
be deeper than people think we’re going 
to be,” he added.

He said there are two big keys for his 
team.

“Defense and rebounding,” he said. 
“We do rebounding drills every single day 
and we’re going to keep doing them. You 
have to be fundamentally sound. And on 
defense, it comes from everybody playing 
hard, and that’s what we have to have.”

The Wildcats won’t be big, so Francis 
hinted that offensively, he will probably 
go with an open post, with all fi ve players 
on the perimeter. “We have to try to take 
advantage of our quickness,” he said. Call File Photo

Houston’s Cameron Arnold shoots the ball last year.

Call File Photo
Caleb Sluss is back for Houston this season.

Houston girls look to continue momentum

Call File Photo
Jenna Jarrett returns for the Houston girls basketball team.
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Russia boys look to build on last season
By Ken Barhorst
kbarhorst@civitasmedia.com

RUSSIA — Russia’s season ended a 
bit prematurely thanks to an upset in 
the sectional tournament.

But even that didn’t detract from the 
job Spencer Cordonnier did in his fi rst 
season as the head coach of the Russia 
boys.

He had some big shoes to fi ll in tak-
ing over, inheriting a program that 
had won two straight outright County 
championships. But when last regular 
season was over, Cordonnier and the 
Raiders had made it three in a row.

The Raiders went on to fi nish with a 
21-4 record.

“I thought we’d win quite a few 
games,” said Cordonnier. “Just because 
of how hard the kids worked and the 
fact that they were out to prove them-
selves after waiting in the background a 
couple years. I’m not sure I thought we 
would win 21 games though. I thought 
maybe 15 or 16, but we won a lot of 
close games, and those kids just knew 
how to win.”

He lost a whole host of seniors from 
last year, but that’s nothing new. How-
ever, it’s a bit different this year. Last 
year, he has six juniors ready to step 
in and they are seniors now. This year, 
though, there are just four juniors.

“Our numbers have dropped off a lit-
tle bit,” Cordonnier said. “We lost eight 
to graduation and fi ve of them played a 
lot of minutes. This year, we only have 
17 on varsity and JV.”

He has just three players who logged 
a lot of minutes last year, enough to 
letter. They include seniors Dylan 
Cordonnier and Cole Tebbe and junior 
Jack Dapore.

Tebbe is the leading returning scorer 
after averaging 8.8 last season. Dapore 
was at 6.6 and Cordonnier at 5.5.

Cordonnier moved to point guard 
after just two games last season, and 
coach Cordonnier expects him to be 
anchored there again this year. But the 
coach also has something more in mind 
for Cordonnier.

“Dylan knows how to control an 

offense and get things done,” said 
coach Cordonnier. “But I told him I 
want to see at least 15 shots a game out 
of him. He hit 44 percent from three-
point range last season, but only took 
36 shots. And he was an 82 percent 
free throw shooter but only had 51 
attempts. I told him, if he doesn’t shoot 
it, he’s going to be sitting next to me. 
He’s the one we want with the ball, and 
I’m the only one who can tell him not 
to shoot.”

Tebbe is around 6-foot-2 and will be 
in the post.

“Cole averaged around 10 and we 
expect that again this year,” said the 
coach. “He’s gotten stronger and 
worked on his agility, and it’s helped. 
He will probably be the strongest and 
hardest-working kid on the fl oor.”

Dapore started out the season on the 
junior varsity, but it didn’t take Cordon-
nier long to realize he needed to move 
up.

“He’s going to play a little bit of 
everywhere,” said the coach. “He’s in 
for a change this season because people 
now know what he can do, and he will 
probably draw the opponent’s best 
defensive player. So he will have to be 
stronger with the ball.

“Cordonnier has already brought up 
a sophomore this season in 6-4 Daniel 
Kearns. “I can’t see leaving him on the 
JV team at this stage,” said the coach. 
“He’s a very athletic big kid, and he can 
help us.”

Drew Sherman is a six-foot guard 
and Drew Poling a 6-2 forward, and 
they both “waited their turn” last year 
on the JV team.

“All that did was help them,” said 
Cordonnier. “Drew Sherman ran the 
point for the JVs last year 99 percent 
of the time and he’s ready to move up. 
He’s improved his game tremendously 
and will be the backup when Dylan 
needs a break.

“Drew Poling is our most athletic 
kid,” he added. “He gets to the rim, 
and he’s our best leaper.”

There are two more seniors in Ethan 
Monnier, who is 5-11, and Sam Cook, 

also 5-11. “They are both very good 
shooters and capable of taking some of 
the pressure off our other scorers.”

Juniors Hunter Cohee, who is 6-2, 
and Dion Puthoff are also in the mix 
for playing time. Cordonnier said 
Cohee can play anywhere on the fl oor, 
and Puthoff is one of the team’s top 
defensive players.

“There is all kinds of competition in 
practice,” said Cordonnier. “I feel like 
we can go eight or nine deep if we have 
to.”

He said the Raiders did some press-
ing in spurts last year, and he expects 
that to increase this season.

“It was new to the guys last year,” he 
said. ” And it took a while to get a feel 
for what we wanted. Having one year 
under their belts, they know what’s 
expected now.

“We’re still going to push the ball 
and these kids know how to guard,” he 
added. “We want to run, but we also 
want to keep the score in the 40s or 
50s.”

Call File Photo
Russia’s Cole Tebbe drives to the basket last season.

Timmerman takes over Russia girls
By Ken Barhorst
kbarhorst@civitasmedia.com

RUSSIA — The Russia girls bas-
ketball team has a new coach this 
season in Andy Timmerman, who 
was the freshman boys coach last 
season.

He also coached boys basketball 
at New Bremen, but said the tran-
sition to coaching the girls hasn’t 
been and won’t be a problem.

“I teach so it’s not like I’ve only 
dealt with boys,” Timmerman 
said. “I’ve always enjoyed basket-
ball. I didn’t think at first I would 
would coach girls, but once the 
opportunity came and I saw that 
the position was open, I thought 
this would be something I wanted 
to do.

“The transition has been pretty 
smooth,” he added. “It’s still 
teaching the game. Obviously 
there are some small things that 
are different, but having a sister 
(Stacy) a year older than me, who 
is someone to talk to and someone 
who also loves the game, helped 
me transition. And I have great 
assistant coaches as well. Coach 
(Bruce) Borchers has been with 
the program for 10 years, and this 
year we have Sierra York as an 
assistant, and she’s been great.”

The Lady Raiders were 12-11 
last season, including 6-6 in the 
County, and back from that team 
are the top six players, and also 
a player that missed last season 
because of injury.

Timmerman has the top two 
scorers returning from last season 
in seniors Maria Herron and Tif-
fany Hatcher. Herron averaged 
12.7 points per game last season 
and Hatcher was at an even 11 per 
game. Hatcher also led the team 
in assists.

Another senior, Christina 
Gaerke, is the player who missed 

last season, and Timmerman is 
excited about having her back this 
year.

Juniors returning include guard 
Whitney Pleiman, who is coming 
off a record-setting volleyball sea-
son, and Cameo Wilson. Wilson 
was the third-leading rebounder 
last season and also scored seven 
points a game.

There are also two sophomores 
returning in Laurissa Poling and 
Jenna Cordonnier. Poling was the 
team’s leading rebounder last sea-
son with 120, followed by Hatcher 
with 111 and Wilson with 94.

“Laurissa was young last year 
and with a year of experience, she 
has matured and improved a lot,” 
said Timmerman. “Going straight 
from junior high to varsity last 
year was a big challenge. And 
with Christina (Gaerke) back, that 
will help, too.

“We have shooters in Maria 
and Tiffany, and both Jenna and 
Whitney can shoot and will need 
to more than last year,” he added. 
“So with inside and outside, I 
think we’re pretty balanced on 
both ends.

“I want to allow the girls to play 
a little more, not necessarily spot 
up on the floor all the time,” he 
went on. “They are great athletes 
and have a lot of experience and 
I don’t want to hold them back. 
I want to put them in position to 
make plays where they are com-
fortable with their strengths.”

Katie Heuing is a sophomore 
who played a little bit of varsity 
last year, and Shae Borchers is 
back out this year after not play-
ing last season. He expects both 
to contribute.

“The biggest thing is learning 
a new system,” he said. “But the 
girls are picking it up well and 
learning fast.” Call File Photo

Laurissa Poling (4) is back for the Russia girls basketball team.

Good Luck!
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By Kyle Shaner
kshaner@civitasmedia.com

VERSAILLES – Three starters return 
this season for the Versailles girls basketball 
team, a program that has reached the region-
al fi nals of the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association tournament the past three years.

Versailles has built one of the state’s top 
programs in Division III. The Lady Tigers 
fi nished as the state runner up in 2014, won 
a state championship in 2015 and made the 
elite eight of the tournament last year.

The Tigers lost fi ve seniors to graduation 
from last year’s team, including leading 
scorer Lauren Monnin. However, seven 
returning lettermen give them a strong base 
to continue to build on.

Among the players returning for Versailles 
is junior guard Kami McEldowney, who 
earned fi rst team all-Midwest Athletic Con-
ference honors last year. She averaged 10.5 
points per game and led the Tigers with 3.0 
assists a game last year.

Camille Watren also returns to Versailles’ 
starting lineup as a guard. The senior was 
named honorable mention all-MAC last year 
as she averaged 4.6 points and 2.1 assists a 
game.

Versailles’ third returning starter is junior 
forward Danielle Winner, who was named 
second team all-MAC last season. The 6-foot 
2-inch Winner averaged 10.7 points per 
game and a team-leading 6.8 rebounds per 
game last year.

Coach Jacki Stonebraker is unsure who 
will join McEldowney, Watren and Winner 
in the Tigers’ starting lineup, but she has 
several options.

Versailles has four guards returning to the 
team who earned varsity letters last year: 
senior Brynna Blakeley, senior Kami Ording, 
senior Clair Schmitmeyer and junior Ellen 
Peters. Senior guards Bailey Huffman and 
Emily Langenkamp also will be on the var-
sity roster.

Joining Winner at forward are a pair of 
newcomers to the varsity roster: 5-foot 
10-inch junior Mallory Marshal and 5-foot 
11-inch sophomore Elizabeth Ording.

Versailles hasn’t changed its philosophies 
much from previous years, Coach Stone-
braker said, but will try to get more pressure 
defensively and will look to score more in 
transition on offense. On defense the Tigers 
will look to mix in both zone and man-to-
man concepts.

“Defensively, we have a lot returning,” 
Stonebraker said. “We are quick up front in 
the guard position and big in the post. We 
hope to pressure the ball and defend the 
paint with our tall post players.”

While the Tigers have a lot of talent to 
build with they’re still working on team 
chemistry and offensive timing, Stonebraker 
said.

Kyle Shaner may be reached at 937-569-4316. Follow me on 
Twitter @KShanerAdvocate or get updates on Facebook by 
searching Darke County Sports or Advocate 360. For more 
features online go to dailyadvocate.com.
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Bradford girls to rely on team play
By Kyle Shaner
Civitas Media

BRADFORD – Bradford will 
have eight upperclassmen as it 
begins the 2016-17 girls basket-
ball season.

While the Railroaders have 
some experience, they only have 
11 players in their high school 
program this season so they’ll 
play a varsity-only schedule.

“As a varsity only team this 
year, we are expecting everyone 
to have a role to help our team be 
successful,” Bradford girls basket-
ball coach Patrick McKee said. 
“Each role may not mean equal 
time or equal points, but it is the 
combination of the roles together 
that will determine if we can be 
successful or not this year.”

Bradford lost two starters to 
graduation, both of who earned 
all-CCC recognition last year 
– Mackenzie Weldy and Kelly 
Moore. Weldy had 11.7 points 
per game and a team-leading 8.3 
rebounds per game last year, and 
Moore had 4.2 points per game 
and a team-leading 2.9 assists per 
game.

Bradford’s top returning player 
is senior guard Mandi Bates, who 
last year was named second team 
all-Cross County Conference. A 
year ago she led the Railroaders 
with 13.1 points per game while 
also contributing 4.1 rebounds 
and 1.3 assists per contest.

Competing for spots in the 
starting lineup this year with 
be guards Olivia Hart, Chelsea 
Gill, Hannah Fout and Bates 
along with guard/forward Bailey 
Wysong and forward Ally Booker.

Even with some new players, 
Bradford will attempt to do many 

of the same things it did in the 
past.

“The game plan has changed 
as the personnel of our team has 
changed,” McKee said. “We have 
had to change a few things to fi t 
our personnel and allow them to 
be successful, but overall we have 
the same strategies as before.”

One of the big challenges this 
year for Bradford will be improv-
ing offensively. The Railroaders 
will vary their offense to fi t what-
ever lineup they have on the fl oor, 
McKee said.

With several veterans on the 
roster, McKee thinks the Rail-
roaders are ready for the upcom-
ing season.

“We have eight of our 11 play-
ers are upperclassmen and been 
in the program for their entire 
high school career,” he said. “We 
already are entering a year with 
strong concepts of the things we 
want to do this year.”

McKee expects Bradford to be 
competitive in all its games this 
season.

“Our team goals will fi rst be 
to control our response to any 
positive or negative event that 
comes at us,” McKee said. “We 
feel that when we can control 
our response, we are putting our-
selves in a strong position to be 
successful. We feel that when we 
work together we can compete 
with any school on our schedule. 
That will be our goal is to com-
pete at all times.”

Call File Photo
Mandi Bates is back for the Bradford girls basketball team.

Lady Tigers return three starters

Call File Photo
Kami McEldowney returns for the Versailles girls basketball team
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Tom Martin, OwnerWe’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!
       

We’ll take it from here!                                             We’ll take it from here!
TWO LOCATIONS!

TROY 
CARSTAR

Auto Body Repair Experts

®
SIDNEY BODY
CARSTAR

Auto Body Repair Experts

®
175 S. Stolle Ave., Sidney

(937) 492-4783
www.sidneybodycarstar.com

15 North Kings Chapel Rd., Troy
(937) 339-3391

www.troycarstar.com

Drive in Estimating
Highly Skilled Technicians
Limited Nationwide Warranty

Convenient Services
 ~Free Pick-up & Delivery
 ~ Rental & Towing Assistance

State of the Art Equipment
 ~Computer Assisted Laser Frame Alignment
 ~ Downdraft Paint Booth
 ~ Computer Paint Matching System

40908736

We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!
AREA 

ATHLETES ARE THE 

PRIDE OF MIAMI 

COUNTY!
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PIQUA
Boys Basketball
Dec. 2, at Wapakoneta
Dec. 9, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Dec. 13, at Tippecanoe
Dec. 16, at Sidney
Dec. 20, GREENVILLE
Dec. 23, at Troy
Dec. 29, BIG HOLIDAY 
CLASSIC
Dec. 30, BIG HOLIDAY 
CLASSIC
Jan. 6, TROTWOOD-
MADISON
Jan. 10, WEST CARROLLTON
Jan. 13, at Xenia
Jan. 14, at St. Marys
Jan. 20, at Northmont
Jan. 24, FAIRBORN
Jan. 27, at Stebbins
Jan. 31, at Vansalia-Butler
Feb. 3, TECUMSEH
Feb. 4, MILTON-UNION
Feb. 10, SIDNEY
Feb. 11, ELIDA
Feb. 14, at Greenville
Feb. 17, TROY

Girls Basketball
Nov. 26, at Bethel
Nov. 30, URBANA
Dec. 1, TROY CHRISTIAN
Dec. 5, at Greenville
Dec. 7, at Vandalia-Butler
Dec. 10, TIPPECANOE
Dec. 13, BELLEFONTAINE
Dec. 14, SIDNEY
Dec. 21, TROY
Dec. 28, GRAHAM
Jan. 4, at Trotwood-Madison
Jan. 7, at West Carrollton
Jan. 11, XENIA
Jan. 18, NORTHMONT
Jan. 21, at Fairborn
Jan. 25, STEBBINS
Jan. 28, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Jan. 30, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Feb. 1, at Tippecanoe
Feb. 4, at Sidney
Feb. 8, GREENVILLE
Feb. 11, at Troy

Bowling
Nov. 22, at Miamisburg
Nov. 29, NEWTON
Dec. 10, at GWOC Pre-
Season
Dec. 12, at Trotwood-
Madison
Dec. 15, at West Carrollton
Dec. 17, at WSU Raider 
Collegiate Challenge
Dec. 19, at Xenia
Dec. 23, at Stebbins
Dec. 26, at Eastern Holiday 
(boys only)
Dec. 27, at Eastern Holiday 
(girls only)
Jan. 5, at Fairborn
Jan. 10, at Vandalia-Butler
Jan. 16, at Pioneer
Jan. 17, TIPPECANOE
Jan. 19, SIDNEY
Jan. 21, at Greenville
Jan. 26, TROY
Jan. 28, at Pirate Challenge
Jan. 31, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Feb. 1, at Tippecanoe
Feb. 2, MIAMISBURG
Feb. 6, at Sidney
Feb. 9, GREENVILLE
Feb. 14, at Troy
Feb. 18, at GWOC 
Postseason

Wrestling
Dec. 9, at Edgewood 
Invitational
Dec. 15, at Eaton Double 
Dual
Dec. 22, SIDNEY
Dec. 29, at West Je� erson 
Invitational
Dec. 30, at West Je� erson 
Invitational
Feb. 6, at Fair� eld Invitaional
Feb. 7, at Fair� eld 
Invitataional
Feb. 11, at Wayne Double 
Dual
Feb. 21, at Dutch Maide 
Invitational
Feb. 25, at OHSAA State 
Duals
Feb. 27, at Ben Logan 
Invitational
Feb. 28, at Ben Logan 
Invitational

Feb. 3, at GWOC
Feb. 4, at GWOC
Feb. 17, at West Carrollton 
Double Dual

BRADFORD
Boys Basketball
Dec. 2, at Middletown 
Christian
Dec. 3, FAIRLAWN
Dec. 6, at Riverside
Dec. 9, MIAMI EAST
Dec. 13, at Ansonia
Dec. 16, at Covington
Dec. 20, BETHEL
Dec. 23, ANSONIA
Jan. 3, MARION LOCAL
Jan. 6, at Tri-Village
Jan. 10, at Newton
Jan. 13, MISSISSINAWA 
VALLEY
Jan. 20, at Franklin Monroe
Jan. 21, at Parkway
Jan. 28, TEMPLE CHRISTIAN
Feb. 3, ARCANUM
Feb. 4, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Feb. 7, at Twin Valley South
Feb. 10, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Feb. 11, NEWTON
Feb. 14, at Houston
Feb. 17, at National Trail

Girls Basketball
Nov. 26, RUSSIA
Dec. 1, at Ansonia
Dec. 3, at Greenville
Dec. 8, at Bethel
Dec. 10, at Newton
Dec. 15, COVINGTON
Dec. 20, at Northridge
Dec. 22, NATIONAL TRAIL
Dec. 29, at Tri-County North
Jan. 5, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Jan. 7, at St. Henry
Jan. 12, at Arcanum
Jan. 17, at Southeastern
Jan. 19, FRANKLIN MONROE
Jan. 24, PARKWAY
Jan. 26, at Mississinawa 
Valley
Jan. 31, HOUSTON
Feb. 2, NEWTON
Feb. 4, at Miami East
Feb. 7, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Feb. 9, TRI-VILLAGE
Feb. 11, at Riverside

COVINGTON
Boys Basketball
Dec. 9, at Franklin Monroe
Dec. 10, at Versailles
Dec. 13, NEWTON
Dec. 16, BRADFORD
Dec. 20, at Arcanum
Dec. 23, at Twin Valley South
Dec. 29, at BIG Holiday 
Classic
Dec. 30, at BIG Holiday 
Classic
Jan. 3, MILTON-UNION
Jan. 6, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Jan. 10, NATIONAL TRAIL
Jan. 13, at Miami East
Jan. 14, NEW BREMEN
Jan. 17, at Houston
Jan. 20, at Fairlawn
Jan. 27, BETHEL
Feb. 3, at Ansonia
Feb. 4, COLDWATER
Feb. 7, TRI-VILLAGE
Feb. 10, at Newton
Feb. 17, MISSISSINAWA 
VALLEY
Feb. 18, at Anna

Girls Basketball
Nov. 25, HOUSTON
Nov. 26, at Fairlawn
Nov. 29, FRANKLIN 
MONROE
Dec. 1, TWIN VALLEY SOUTH
Dec. 3, VERSAILLES
Dec. 6, ARCANUM
Dec. 13, NEWTON
Dec. 15, at Bradford
Dec. 17, at Barnball Classic
Dec. 18, at Barnball Classic
Dec. 22, at Mississinawa 
Valley
Jan. 5, at Tri-Village
Jan. 9, MILTON-UNION
Jan. 12, ANSONIA
Jan. 14, at Bethel
Jan. 16, RUSSIA
Jan. 19, at Greenville
Jan. 21, at Newton
Jan. 26, MIAMI EAST
Jan. 28, at Jackson Center

Feb. 2, at National Trail
Feb. 9, at Tri-County North

Wrestling
Dec. 2, at Northeastern 
Invitational
Dec. 3, at Northeastern 
Invitational
Dec. 6, at Versailles
Dec. 14, PREBLE SHAWNEE
Dec. 17, at Versailles 
Invitational
Dec. 21, at Miami East
Dec. 27, at GMVWA
Dec. 28, at GMVWA
Jan. 7, at Troy Invitational
Jan. 11, at Sidney Quad
Jan. 19, COVINGTON QUAD
Jan. 25, at OHSAA Duals
Jan. 27, at LCC Invitational
Jan. 28, at LCC Invitational
Feb. 4, at Eaton
Feb. 11, COVINGTON DUALS

HOUSTON
Boys Basketball
Dec. 2, RUSSIA
Dec. 3, NEWTON
DEc. 9, at Anna
Dec. 13, BOTKINS
Dec. 16, at Fairlawn
Dec. 17, at Ansonia
Dec. 20, TROY CHRISTIAN
Dec. 23, FORT LORAMIE
Dec. 30, MINSTER
Jan. 6, at Jackson Center
Jan. 7, at Lehman Catholic
Jan. 13, at Russia
Jan. 17, COVINGTON
Jan. 20, ANNA
Jan. 21, at Franklin Monroe
Jan. 24, at Botkins
Jan. 27, FAIRLAWN
Feb. 3, at Fort Loramie
Feb. 7, at Riverside
Feb. 11, MISSISSINAWA 
VALLEY
Feb. 14, BRADFORD
Feb. 17, JACKSON CENTER

Girls Basketball
Nov. 25, at Covington
Nov. 26, NEWTON
Nov. 29, RUSSIA
Dec. 1, at Riverside
Dec. 3, at Anna
Dec. 6, NEW KNOXVILLE
Dec. 10, BOTKINS
Dec. 12, at Tri-Village
Dec. 17, at Fairlawn
Dec. 22, FORT LORAMIE
Dec. 29, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Jan. 3, NEW BREMEN
Jan. 7, at Jackson Center
Jan. 9, FRANKLIN MONROE
Jan. 12, at Russia
Jan. 19, ANNA
Jan. 21, at Botkins
Jan. 26, FAIRLAWN
Jan. 31, at Bradford
Feb. 2, at Fort Loramie
Feb. 6, at Mississinawa Valley
Feb. 9, JACKSON CENTER

LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Boys Basketball
Dec. 2, at Jackson Center
Dec. 16, at Hardin Northern
Dec. 17, CATHOLIC CENTRAL
Dec. 21, MINSTER
Dec. 23, MARION ELGIN
Dec. 29, at BIG Holiday 
Classic
Dec. 30, at BIG Holiday 
Classic
Jan. 6, at Waynes� eld-
Goshen
Jan. 7, HOUSTON
Jan. 13, RIVERSIDE
Jan. 14, at Mississinawa 
Valley
Jan. 17, at Triad
Jan. 20, at Lima Perry
Jan. 21, at Sidney
Jan. 24, at Newton
Jan. 27, UPPER SCIOTO 
VALLEY
Jan. 31, ANNA
Feb. 3, at Lima Temple
Feb. 4, at Bradford
Feb. 10, RIDGEMONT
Feb. 11, at Miami East
Feb. 18, FAIRLAWN

Girls Basketball
Nov. 26, at Sidney
Nov. 28, at Xenia Christian
Dec. 1, HARDIN NORTHERN
Dec. 10, at New Knoxville
Dec. 13, at Catholic Central
Dec. 15, WAYNESFIELD-
GOSHEN
Dec. 20, FAIRLAWN
Dec. 22, ANNA
Dec. 27, NEW BREMEN
Dec. 29, at Houston
Jan. 5, at Riverside
Jan. 7, at Marion Elgin
Jan. 12, LIMA PERRY
Jan. 14, JACKSON CENTER
Jan. 19, at Upper Scioto 
Valley
Jan. 21, MISSISSINAWA 

VALLEY
Jan. 28, ST. HENRY
Jan. 30, at Piqua
Feb. 2, at Ridgemont
Feb. 4, at Arcanum
Feb. 7, at Bradford
Feb. 11, TROY CHRISTIAN

Swimming
Dec. 3, at LCC Invitational
Dec. 10, at Trotwood-
Madison Invitational
Dec. 11, at Sidney
Dec. 16, at Piqua
Dec. 17, at Kenyon Small 
School Invitational
Jan. 7, at Shawnee 
Invitational
Jan. 14, at Southwest Classic
Jan. 15, at Southwest Classic
Feb. 4, at Carroll Invitational

Wrestling
Dec. 10, at Lincolnview 
Invitational
Dec. 14, at Allen East Super 
Dual
Dec. 17, at Versailles 
Invitational
Dec. 22, at National Trail Tri
Dec. 23, at Parkway 
Invitational
Jan. 4, at Arcanum Tri
Jan. 7, at Plymouth 
Invitational
Jan. 14, at Catholic 
Invitational Tournament
Jan. 15, at Catholic 
Invitational Tournament
Jan. 24, at Celina Tri
Jan. 27, at Ben Logan 
Invitational
Jan. 28, at Ben Logan 
Invitational
Feb. 11, at Covington Duals
Feb. 14, MILTON-UNION/
NORTHRIDGE

MIAMI EAST
Boys Basketball
Dec. 2, at Northwestern
Dec. 3, WEST LIBERTY-
SALEM
Dec. 9, at Bradford
Dec. 10, at Graham
Dec. 16, ARCANUM
Dec. 17, at Milton-Union
Dec. 20, TWIN VALLEY 
SOUTH
Dec. 23, at Tri-County North
Dec. 30, VERSAILLES
Jan. 6, at National Trail
Jan. 13, COVINGTON
Jan. 14, at Troy Christian
Jan. 20, at Bethel
Jan. 21, at Anna
Jan. 27, ANSONIA
Jan. 28, FAIRLAWN
Jan. 31, at Alter
Feb. 3, at Tri-Village
Feb. 7, NEWTON
Feb. 10, at Mississinawa 
Valley
Feb. 11, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Feb. 17, FRANKLIN MONROE

Girls Basketball
Nov. 25, at Dayton Christian
Nov. 26, VANDALIA-BUTLER
Nov. 30, at Tippecanoe
Dec. 1, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Dec. 3, WEST LIBERTY-
SALEM
Dec. 6, at Anna
Dec. 8, at Twin Valley South
Dec. 10, at Versailles
Dec. 15, at Arcanum
Dec. 17, BARNBALL CLASSIC
Dec. 18, BARNBALL CLASSIC
Dec. 22, at Franklin Monroe
Dec. 27, MISSISSINAWA 
VALLEY
Jan. 5, at Newton
Jan. 12, TRI-VILLAGE
Jan. 14, at Ansonia
Jan. 19, BETHEL
Jan. 26, at Covington
Jan. 28, FORT LORAMIE
Feb. 4, BRADFORD
Feb. 9, NATIONAL TRAIL
Feb. 11, at Northwestern

Swimming
Dec. 3, at Bellbrook 
Invitational
Dec. 10, at Greenon 
Invitational
Dec. 17, at Tipp Duals
Jan. 7, at Shwnee Invitational
Jan. 14, at Southwest Classic
Jan. 15, at Southwest Classic
Jan. 21, at Kenton Ridge
Jan. 28, at Waynesville
Feb. 4, at Carroll Invitational

Wrestling
Dec. 3, at McCracken 
Invitational
Dec. 8, at Vandalia
Dec. 15, VERSAILLES
Dec. 17, at Tippecanoe 
Invitational
Dec. 21, COVINGTON
Dec. 27, at Medina 
Invitational
Jan. 4, at Mechanicsburg
Jan. 7, at Troy Invitational
Jan. 12, at Ben Logan Tri

Jan. 14, at Hammer and Anvil
Jan. 18, at Northwestern
Jan. 25, at State Duals
Jan. 27, at LCC Invitational
Jan. 28, at LCC Invitational
Feb. 11, at Covington Duals

NEWTON
Boys Basketball
Dec. 3, at Houston
Dec. 6, RUSSIA
Dec. 9, at Ansonia
Dec. 13, at Covington
Dec. 16, TRI-VILLAGE
Dec. 20, at Xenia Christian
Dec. 23, at Mississinawa 
Valley
Dec. 30, DIXIE
Jan. 6, at Franklin Monroe
Jan. 7, at Botkins
Jan. 10, BRADFORD
Jan. 13, at Arcanum
Jan. 20, TWIN VALLEY 
SOUTH
Jan. 21, FAIRLAWN
Jan. 24, LEHMAN CATHOLIC
Jan. 27, at Tri-County North
Feb. 3, NATIONAL TRAIL
Feb. 7, at Miami East
Feb. 10, COVINGTON
Feb. 11, at Bradford
Feb. 17, BETHEL
Feb. 18, MILTON-UNION

Girls Basketball
Nov. 26, at Houston
Nov. 29, MILTON-UNION
Dec. 1, MISSISSINAWA 
VALLEY
Dec. 5, at Russia
Dec. 10, BRADFORD
Dec. 13, at Covington
Dec. 15, at Tri-Village
Dec. 17, ANSONIA
Dec. 22, at Bethel
Dec. 29, at Fairlawn
Jan. 5, MIAMI EAST
Jan. 7, XENIA CHRISTIAN
Jan. 12, at National Trail
Jan. 14, TRI-COUNTY NORTH
Jan. 19, at Twin Valley South
Jan. 21, COVINGTON
Jan. 23, DIXIE
Jan. 26, ARCANUM
Feb. 2, at Bradford
Feb. 4, at Northwestern
Feb. 9, FRANKLIN MONROE
Feb. 11, at Graham

Bowling
Nov. 22, MISSISSINAWA 
VALLEY
Nov. 29, at Piqua
Dec. 1, at Northwestern
Dec. 5, LEGACY CHRISTIAN
Dec. 14, DUNBAR
Dec. 19, at Legacy Christian
Jan. 7, at Miamisburg 
Invitational
Jan. 24, at Mississinawa 
Valley
Jan. 30, at Lima Shawnee
Feb. 6, FAIRBORN

RUSSIA
Boys Basketball
Dec. 2, at Houston
Dec. 3, ST. HENRY
Dec. 6, at Newton
Dec. 9, JACKSON CENTER
Dec. 10, ARCANUM
Dec. 16, at Anna
Dec. 23, BOTKINS
Dec. 29, at BIG Holiday 
Classic
Dec. 30, at BIG HOliday 
Classic
Jan. 6, FORT LORAMIE
Jan. 7, ANSONIA
Jan. 10, at Fairlawn
Jan. 13, HOUSTON
Jan. 14, at Triad
Jan. 20, at Jackson Center
Jan. 21, at Minster
Jan. 27, ANNA
Jan. 28, at Versailles
Feb. 3, at Botkins
Feb. 10, FAIRLAWN
Feb. 17, at Fort Loramie
Feb. 18, MARION LOCAL

Girls Basketball
Nov. 25, at Sidney
Nov. 26, at Bradford
Nov. 29, at Houston
Dec. 3, JACKSON CENTER
Dec. 5, NEWTON
Dec.10, MARION LOCAL
Dec. 17, at Anna
Dec. 22, BOTKINS
Dec. 27, ST. MARYS
Dec. 29, at New Knoxville
Jan. 3, ARCANUM
Jan. 5, at Fairlawn
Jan. 7, FORT LORAMIE
Jan. 12, HOUSTON
Jan. 14, at Versailles
Jan. 17, at Covington
Jan. 19, at Jackson Center
Jan. 26, ANNA
Jan. 28, at Minster
Feb. 2, at Botkins
Feb. 4, FAIRLAWN
Feb. 9, at Fort Loramie

Bowling
Nov. 26, at Coldwater Quad
Dec. 2, at Union City Quad

Dec. 9, at Minster Tri
Dec. 16, at New Bremen Tri
Dec. 23, at Versailles Quad
Dec. 30, at Coldwater Tri

VERSAILLES
Boys Basketball
Dec. 3, at Celina
Dec. 6, at Tippecanoe
Dec. 9, at Delphos St. John’s
Dec. 10, COVINGTON
Dec. 16, NEW BREMEN
Dec. 22, DUNBAR
Dec. 28, ANNA
Dec. 30, at Miami East
Jan. 6, at Parkway
Jan. 7, FRANKLIN MONROE
Jan. 10, at Fort Loramie
Jan. 13, MARION LOCAL
Jan. 16, vs. Tri-Village
Jan. 20, at Fort Recovery
Jan. 21, LIMA CATHOLIC
Jan. 27, MINSTER
Jan. 28, RUSSIA
Feb. 3, at New Knoxville
Feb. 10, ST. HENRY
Feb. 11, at Urbana
Feb. 17, COLDWATER
Feb. 18, at Greenville

Girls Basketball
Nov. 25, at Greenville 
tournament
Nov. 26, at Greenville 
tournament
Dec. 1, at Coldwater
Dec. 3, at Covington
Dec. 8, Delphos St. John’s
Dec. 10, MIAMI EAST
Dec. 13, LIMA BATH
Dec. 15, at New Bremen
Dec. 17, at Fort Loramie
Dec. 19, ARCANUM
Dec. 28, ANNA
Jan. 5, PARKWAY
Jan. 12, at Marion Local
Jan. 14, RUSSIA
Jan. 16, at Tippecanoe
Jan. 19, FORT RECOVERY
Jan. 21, at Celina
Jan. 26, at Minster
Feb. 2, NEW KNOXVILLE
Feb. 6, TRI-VILLAGE
Feb. 9, at St. Henry
Feb. 11, at Jackson Center

Bowling
Nov. 12, at Single Kicko�  
Tournament
Nov. 19, at St. Marys
Nov. 26, at Celina
Dec. 3, at Columbus 
Tournament
Dec. 10, at Mississinawa 
Valley/Ansonia
Dec. 17, at Coldwater
Dec. 27, MCBO’S
Jan. 7, at Marion Local/Fort 
Loramie
Jan. 14, at Marion Local 
(girls only)
Jan. 16, at Pioneer Classic
Jan. 19, at Fort Recovery 
(boys only)
Jan. 21, at Ansonia/Fort 
Recovery
Jan. 26, at Mississinawa 
Valley
Jan. 28, at New Bremen/St. 
Henry
Feb. 4, FORT LORAMIE/
MINSTER
Feb. 11, at Conference 
Tournament

Swimming
Dec. 2, at Tipp Dual
Dec. 3, at Celina Sprint Meet
Dec. 9, at Greenville Dual
Dec. 10, at Trotwood 
Invitational
Dec. 17, at Vandalia-Butler 
Invitational
Dec. 27, at Lima Holiday 
Tournament
Jan. 7, at Jay County 
Invitational
Jan. 14, at Southwest Classic
Jan. 15, at Southwest Classic
Jan. 21, at Piqua Dual
Jan. 28, at Coldwater 
Invitational
Feb. 4, at Tipp Relays

Wrestling
Dec. 3, at McCraken 
Invitational
Dec. 6, COVINGTON
Dec. 9, at Springboro/
Centerville
Dec. 15, at Miami East
Dec. 17, VERSAILLES DUALS
Dec. 20, GREENVILLE
Dec. 27, at GMVWA Holiday
Dec. 28, at GMVWA Holiday
Jan. 7, at Mechanicsburg 
Duals
Jan. 10, BROOKVILLE
Jan. 13, at Oregon Clay
Jan. 14, at Oregon Clay
Jan. 19, at Troy Christian
Jan. 21, at Comic Classic
Jan. 25, State Team Duals
Feb. 4, MAC TOURNAMENT

2016-2017 Schedules


