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Saturday & Sunday, October 1st & 2nd

Noon to 4:00 both days

Sat. & Sun., Oct. 1-2Noon - 4PMAt this year’s event, you can join in the fun by 

taking “selfies” at each home and then visit the 

HBA office to be entered to win great prizes!Visit
www.westernohiohba.com

for more information!
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40912979

Member
FDIC

On behalf of the Western Ohio Home Builders Association I’d like to welcome you to 
join us for our annual Parade of Homes!  Come out to see the latest styles and in-
novative building techniques being practiced right here in Miami County.  We take 
pride in that our builders and associates employee hundreds or local carpenters, 
trades men and women, designers, and suppliers.  � e Parade of Homes allows all of 
them a chance to showcase their quality workmanship and gives you as the consumer 
an opportunity to see the product in person.  Come see some of the most beautiful 
homes in the area built by our local builders October 1st and 2nd Noon to 4 pm.

Benjamin E. Denlinger
President
Denlinger Construction Services Inc

Western Ohio Home Builders Association

Presented by

Also proudly sponsored by 

Minster Bank joins in and has fun with their own selfie! 

Minster Bank is this year’s main sponsor of the 2016 

Parade of Homes.
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Welcome to the 2016 Parade of 
Homes and the Selfi e Scavenger 
Hunt!  What’s more fun than seeing 
beautiful homes?  Seeing Beautiful 
homes AND winning a great prize!

This year our Scavenger Hunt 
is simple!  Visit 6 of the 13 of our 
beautiful homes!  get your Selfi e 
with the designated “Selfi e” sign in 
these homes, and get back to the 
HBA at 1200 Archer Drive, Troy 

to put your name in for fun prizes!  We want to put prizes 
in as many hands as we can, so charge up those phones, 
put the family in the car, and get out to the Parade!  I’ll see 
YOU at the fi nish line!

Thanks for your support!

Angie McWhirter
Executive Director
Western Ohio Home Builders Association
1200 Archer Drive
Troy, Ohio 
phone 937 339 7963

email-eo@westernohiohba.com
www.westernohiohba.com
www.miamicountyhomeshow.com

Directions: I-75 to exit 59, east on Wyse Rd., to north on Webster St., to 
east on Little York Rd., to north on Brown School Rd., to west on Foxfire 
Trail.

884 Foxfire Trail, Vandalia, OH 45377
Be the first to view McGovern Willoughby’s latest custom built model, which is for 
sale. Large luxurious floor plan featuring 3 bedrooms, three full baths and one 
half bath, formal dining room, Great room with a gorgeous stone fireplace that is 
the focal point of the home, top of the line kitchen with granite, loads of cabinets 
and stainless steel appliances. The basement is a great family entertainment area. 
You will be the envy when they head downstairs to the bar area w/cabinets, 
granite counters, refrigerator, and snack area and huge theater room. Surround 
sound throughout the home, there is also a media room that could be used as an 
exercise room or office. The exterior offers brick, stone and hardy plank, three car 
garage, covered rear porch and lawn sprinkler. Many plans to choose from or 
bring you own. Crossroads of America, easy access to 70 or 75. We are known 
for our parks, bike trails and rec center. $450,000

Foxfire
1

40
91

55
03

billwilloughby@woh.rr.com

www.mcgovernwilloughbyhomes.com
McGovern-
Willoughby 

Homes

DIRECTIONS: Kessler-Cowlesville to Rosewood Creek Drive to Left on 
Daylily to Right on Greenmantle.

960 Greenmantle Dr., Troy, OH 45373
The Adelyn at Rosewood Creek is a spacious ranch featuring almost 
2,400 sq ft on a basement with 9’ ceilings featuring a family room with 
wet bar,  a 4th bedroom and full bath and a flex room that could be a 
theatre room or home gym.  The kitchen with extra large walk-in pantry 
and spacious island opens right into the great room with beautiful 
coffered ceilings and gas fireplace.  The owners suite is highlighted with 
tray ceilings, an entrance to the large covered porch, a tiled shower 
and expansive walk in closet.  The laundry is conveniently located just 
outside the owners suite.  Two additional bedrooms,  study, a large 
dining room and additional full bath complete the first floor. The covered 
rear porch and 3 car garage complete this wonderful family home.
$469,000

Rosewood Creek
2

dcook@homesbybruns.com

937-875-0737

40
91

55
15

Sat. & Sun., Oct. 1-2
Noon - 4PM

At this year’s event, you can join in the fun by taking “selfies” at each home and then visit the HBA office to be entered to win great prizes!
Visit

www.westernohiohba.com
for more information!

40915258

“Selfie” Scavenger Hunt

Join us for the

Presented by:

The map and list of addresses in this year’s 2016 
Parade of Homes are located on pages 8 & 9.
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 Directions:  I-75 to Exit #69-CO RD 25A.  Head south on CO RD 25A. Turn 
right onto Kessler Cowlesville Rd. Turn right onto Rosewood Creek Drive. 
Turn left onto Daylily Way.

1235 Daylily Way, Troy, OH 45373
Another quality home by Harlow Builders... A handsome two-story with many 
desirable features including neutral gray-beige colors throughout, two-story great 
room with corner fireplace, open kitchen and dining room area, large walk-in 
pantry, laundry room conveniently located next to master bedroom closet, office, 
oversized basement rec room, stylish basement wet bar & wine cellar and a large 
unfinished storage area in the basement. 5 bdrms, 4.5 baths, 3 car garage, 2913 
sq. ft (+ approx. 1400 in bsmt). $499,900

Rosewood Creek
3

40
91

14
69

sales@harlowbuilders.com

937-339-9944

Directions: Swailes to Merrimont to left on Lincolnshire.

430 Lincolnshire Dr., Troy, OH 45373
Denlinger & Sons Builders Brand NEW Chateau Model is designed for gracious entertaining 
as well as comfortable living. This distinctive single story home with an open floor plan offers 
over 3,400 finished square feet, which includes the partially finished lower level. The Chateau 
has four bedrooms with three and a half baths. The elevation features a welcoming front and 
rear covered porch. Enter through the inviting Foyer to the soaring Great Room highlighted 
by a wood beam ceiling. The Great Room features a custom built-in designed to hide the TV 
and features a stonework fireplace for added warmth. The open Kitchen is a cooks dream with 
painted maple cabinetry, quartz countertops, a large island and a spacious pantry. The private 
Master Suite features an embellished coffered ceiling and leads to the Master Bath which hosts 
a custom tiled walk-in rain shower, split vanities and a large walk-in closet. The Mud Room 
provides ample space for the custom drop zone and built-in locker. In the lower level you will find 
a custom designed brick wet-bar with wine storage and a Living Area filled with natural light. 
This beautifully designed and decorated home is perfect for entertaining family and friends. The 
versatile Chateau floor plan is available with many customizable options. A version of this home 
can be built on your lot starting a. $375,000

Our Chateau Model Home is located in The Reserves of Merrimont which is deep in the heart 
of Merrimont Acres in Troy, Ohio. Enjoy quiet country living in this exclusive Denlinger & Sons 
neighborhood where living is at it’s very best!  Make your homesite reservation today in The 
Reserves of Merrimont!

The Reserves of Merrimont
4
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09

info@denglingerandsons.com

937-335-9096

By Ben Denlinger
President
Western Ohio Home Builders 
Association

It’s fun and inspiring 
to watch TV shows about 
home design and remodel-
ing – everything from the 
latest looks in countertops 
to whole-house remodels. 
And YouTube and other 

online video sites are 
chockfull of helpful how-tos 
and demos to assist home 
owners through countless 
do-it-yourself projects.

There are relatively sim-
ple home projects that can 
be completed by DIYers, 
such as hanging pictures, 
interior painting, caulk-

ing, and changing door 
knobs and cabinet pulls. 
And, home owners with the 
correct tools and a higher 
skill level should be able to 
tackle some aesthetic work 
such as installing crown 
molding.

But it’s also important to 
know when to stop and hire 

a professional.
Remodelers can tell you 

lots of funny stories about 
siding installed upside 
down – and sometimes 
scary stories involving do-
it-yourself electrical wiring 
gone awry. So before you 
buy the latest or trendiest 
gizmo for your home, ask 

Remodeling Right: DIY or Professional?
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105 W. Market St. • Troy • 937.440.8800
www.lauriesflooring.com

Blinds 
& Shades

40
91

64
56

Directions: Swailes to Merrimont to left on Lincolnshire Dr.

504 Woodfield Dr., Troy, OH 45373
A SNEAK PEEK of Denlinger & Sons Builders NEW Ladera Model!  The Ladera is a distinctive 
single story home with an open floor plan offering over 3,500 finished square feet, which 
includes the partially finished lower level. The Ladera has four bedrooms with three and a half 
baths. The elevation features a timeless combination of brick and stone and includes front and 
rear covered porches with decorative columns.  The inviting Foyer leads to the Great Room 
highlighted by an embellished coffered ceiling, custom built-ins and a tile-accented fireplace. The 
open Kitchen is a cooks dream with painted maple cabinetry, quartz countertops, a large island 
and a spacious pantry. The secluded Master Suite features a lighted tray ceiling and leads to 
the Master Bath which hosts a seamless marble walk-in shower, split vanities and a large walk-in 
closet. The Mud Room provides ample space for the custom built-in locker.  In the lower level you 
will find a custom designed wet-bar and a Living Area filled with natural light. This beautifully 
designed and decorated home is perfect for entertaining family and friends. The versatile Ladera 
floor plan is available with many customizable options. A version of this home can be built on 
your lot starting at $375,000

Our Ladera Model Home is located in The Reserves of Merrimont and is deep in the heart of 
Merrimont Acres in Troy, Ohio. Enjoy quiet country living in this exclusive Denlinger & Sons 
neighborhood where living is at it’s very best!  Make your homesite reservation today in The 
Reserves of Merrimont!

The Reserves of Merrimont
5
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info@denglingerandsons.com

937-335-9096

THE CABINET SHOP 
OF TROY

KITCHEN & BATH CENTER

40914892

Family Owned Since 1991

•  Kitchen & Bath Remodeling•  Kitchen & Bath Remodeling•  Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

•  All Wood Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry•  All Wood Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry•  All Wood Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

•  Glazing & Inset Doors No Extra Charge!•  Glazing & Inset Doors No Extra Charge!•  Glazing & Inset Doors No Extra Charge!

•  Great Pricing On Granite &  Quartz!•  Great Pricing On Granite &  Quartz!•  Great Pricing On Granite &  Quartz!

•  Tub & Shower Replacements•  Tub & Shower Replacements•  Tub & Shower Replacements

•  Experienced Installers•  Experienced Installers•  Experienced Installers

100 East Main Street  •  Downtown Troy

9 3 7 - 3 3 9 - 4 2 6 4
www.thecabinetshopoftroy.com 

Visit Our
Showroom!

yourself a few questions.
How much do you know?  

Replacing the exhaust fan 
over your oven with a built-
in microwave looks like a 
reasonably simple swap. 
But if you notice your 
kitchen lights are dimming 
when you zap your pop-
corn, you’ve probably for-
gotten that the microwave, 
unlike the exhaust fan, uses 
a lot more energy and likely 

needs a dedicated circuit. 
A remodeling professional 
knows that.
What if it doesn’t work?

That YouTube do-it-your-
self video may make a tile-
work project look doable, 
but will YouTube give you 
your money back if you 
don’t lay it straight? Profes-
sional remodelers may not 

See REMODELINg | 6
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Directions:  Take Troy-Urbana, to left on Barrington Dr.

1073 Windmill Court, Troy, OH 45373
3 car garage, main floor 2505 sq. Ft, 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home with master suite, 
eat-in kitchen nook, great room with stone fireplace. Boasts formal dining, bedroom 
2&3 with Jack in Jill bath & wic. Full basement 2505 sq. ft. Guest bedroom, bath, 
exercise room, media room, full wet bar & family/rec room. Landscaping done by 
Evergreen. $550,000

Halifax
6
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AnthonyScott@keystonehomesintroy.com
937-332-8669

Directions:  I-75 to Exit #73 OH-55.  Head east on OH-55. Continue on 
OH-55 and enter the round-about.  Take second exit from round-about 
onto N. Market Street.  Turn right onto Troy Urbana Rd.  Turn left onto 
Barrington Drive. Turn right onto Windmill Court.

1077 Windmill Court, Troy, OH 45373
Another quality home by Harlow Builders... The Glendale model offers open spaces 
ideal for entertaining and everyday living. The spacious kitchen includes ceramic 
tile floors, a 10’ in-sink island with granite tops and stone accents and a custom 
tiled backsplash.  Other features include engineered wood flooring, custom barrel 
ceiling in foyer, large sitting area in master bedroom, large walk-in closets in all 
bedrooms, a separate entrance from garage to basement, a basement wet bar, and 
a basement theater room with overhead projector and large screen. 4 bdrms, 3.5 
baths, 3 car garage, 2511 sq. ft. (+ approx. 1900 in bsmt). $549,900

Halifax
7

40
91

14
68

sales@harlowbuilders.com

937-339-9944

know everything, but they 
do take responsibility for 
everything they do.
Are there any unintended 
consequences?

In today’s increasingly 
effi cient and more air-tight 
homes, it’s more and more 
important to look at the 
house as a system. Your 
new windows are keeping 
out drafts, but how are they 
affecting your home’s air 
quality once the “natural 
ventilation” of the leaky 
old ones are gone?  Do you 
need to look at mechanical 
ventilation systems?  If so, 
how big? A professional can 
tell you.
How do you know if it’s right 
for your home?

A professional remodeler 

can advise you on products, 
fi nishes and appliances that 
match your lifestyle, loca-
tion, house size and budget 
and help you avoid spending 
money without a reasonable 
payback on either resource 
expense (energy and water, 
for example) or the sale of 
your home when you are 
ready to upsize or downsize.

And how do you fi nd a 
professional remodeler?  
There’s a question with an 
easy answer.  Contact the 
Western Ohio Home Build-
ers Association at 937-
339-7963 for a list of local 
Remodelers or the National 
Association of Home Build-
ers’ Directory of Profes-
sional Remodelers, nahb.
org/remodelerdirectory, to 
fi nd a remodeler with the 
experience, educational 
qualifi cations and knowl-
edge to do the job right – 
the fi rst time.

From page 5

Remodeling



 September 2016     7Troy Daily News & Piqua Daily Call 2016 PARADE OF HOMES

Garage Doors
Garage Door Openers

Entry Doors
Patio Doors
Storm Doors

Awnings
Windows

Dayton   •   Springboro   •   Troy

installed 
garage door
opener

$395
With this coupon. Not valid with other discounts or offers. Expires  10/31/16 

when purchased with any new garage door
(Premium belt drive with built-in Wi-Fi, battery back up,

2 remotes and a wireless keypad)

$20off any 
service call

Dayton Door Sales • 937-253-9181

Dayton Door Sales • 937-253-9181
With this coupon. Not valid with other discounts or offers. Expires  10/31/16 

40915522

Integrity.   Value.   Experience.

Angie McWhirter
Executive Director
Western Ohio Home Builders Association

I’ve been in many homes as an inte-
rior designer over the past few years, 
and usually I see the same problems in 
just about every home I go into.  I’ve 
seen so many beautiful homes, from his-
toric restorations, to new builds, to your 
beautiful neighborhood homes.  This is 
really one of the best parts of being an 
interior designer.  You could analyze it, 
but these issues don’t include a particu-
lar generation, and the more expensive 
your home is doesn’t matter either.  
Everyone usually has at least 1 of these 
issues.  Some of course have many more 
but this is only one article.  Any of these 
subjects below can be their own article 
or even book.  I’ll just touch on the high-
lights from my perspective of course.  

Top 5 most common Interior Design Mistakes

See TOP 5 | 10
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PARADE

ROUTE
OF HOMES

Note: The map shows approximate locations 
only. Consult each tour home’s listing in this pub-

lication for specific locations and directions.

40915523

Brought to you by:

Noon - 
4:00 PM

2016 Oct. 1-2

House # Builder Address Subdivision
1 McGovern Willoughby Homes 884 Foxfire Trail, Vandalia Foxfire
2 Homes by Bruns 960 Greenmantle Dr., Troy Rosewood Creek
3 Harlow Builders 1235 Daylily Way., Troy Rosewood Creek
4 Denlinger and Son Builders 403 Lincolnshire Dr., Troy The Reserves of Merrimont
5 Denlinger and Son Builders 504 Woodfield Dr., Troy The Reserves of Merrimont
6 Keystone Homes 1073 Windmill Court, Troy Halifax
7 Harlow Builders 1077 Windmill Court, Troy Halifax
8 Harlow Builders 1065 Windmill Court, Troy Halifax
9 Harlow Builders 1060 Barrington Drive, Troy Halifax
10 Harlow Builders 1023 Barrington Drive, Troy Halifax
11 Keystone Homes 919 Arrow Drive, Troy Nottingham
12 Keystone Homes 913 Arrow Drive, Troy Nottingham
13 Cornerstone Construction 808 Caribou Drive, Piqua Deerfield

$195,000 - $300,000    $300,000 - $500,000    Over $500,000

Western Ohio Home Builders Association
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Directions:  I-75 to Exit #73 OH-55.  Head east on OH-55. Continue on 
OH-55 and enter the round-about.  Take second exit from round-about 
onto N. Market Street.  Turn right onto Troy Urbana Rd.  Turn left onto 
Barrington Drive.

1060 Barrington Drive, Troy OH 45373
Another quality home by Harlow Builders... Amazing two-story home with walk-
out basement offering nearly 5,000 square feet of finished living space.  Features 
include 9’ walls for the first floor and basement, coffered ceiling in the dining room, 
two-story great room with fireplace and built-ins,  oversized bedrooms with walk-
in closets, large laundry room, covered deck perfect for grilling or entertaining, 
basement wet bar, basement media room and a large unfinished basement area 
for storage. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, partially finished basement. 3243 sq. ft. (+ 
approx. 1700 in bsmt), 3 car garage. $599,900

Halifax
9
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64

sales@harlowbuilders.com

937-339-9944

Directions:  I-75 to Exit #73 OH-55.  Head east on OH-55. Continue on 
OH-55 and enter the round-about.  Take second exit from round-about 
onto N. Market Street.  Turn right onto Troy Urbana Rd.  Turn left onto 
Barrington Drive. Turn right onto Windmill Court.

1065 Windmill Court, Troy, OH 45373
Another quality home by Harlow Builders... A family friendly and functional two-
story with many desirable features including a wooded lot, warm neutral colors 
throughout, two-story great room with corner fireplace, open kitchen and dining 
room area, large walk-in pantry, laundry room conveniently located next to master 
bedroom closet, office, oversized basement rec room, basement wet bar with stone 
accents, basement exercise/flex room and a large unfinished storage area in the 
basement. 5 bdrms, 4.5 baths, 3 car garage. 2944 sq. ft (+ approx. 1450 in 
bsmt). $549,900

Halifax
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sales@harlowbuilders.com

937-339-9944

Interior designers usually look at them 
about the same, as design principles 
are standard.  Design philosophy and 
creativity when using the principles is 
usually what varies from designer to 
designer.

• Furniture placement-
If your furniture is squished up 
against the walls, please think again.  
Sometimes there is so much space 
between one piece of furniture to 
the next you would have to call each 
other on your cell phone to speak to 
each other!  good conversation usual-
ly happens within 8 feet.  If your sofa, 
love seat, or chair is against the wall, 
pull them in a couple of feet. Work on 
that 8 foot rule and you’ll suddenly 
have your friends and family plopping 
down on the sofa to have a good talk.  
Or, if you don’t want them to stay, 
leave it where it is.

• Lighting issues-You don’t have 
enough light.
A well lit room has 3 types of light-
ing:  general, task, and accent.
General- This includes your can 
lights in your ceiling and or that light 
that’s on your ceiling fan.  general 
lighting is used when you want to  
light up the room overall, but usually 
not for TV watching or relaxing in 
the evening.
Task- This includes your end table 
lamp or any lamp that only illumi-
nates the area in which a “task” is 
performed such as reading or writ-
ing.  I’ve been in homes where there 
is none.  Make sure you have task 
lighting at each end of the room for 
those people sitting in different areas 
of the room.  Please don’t buy those 
really small lamps because their inex-
pensive.   End table lamps should be 
25 (if your end table is higher) to 30 
inches high. Invest in good lamps. 
Accent- This is where the cute turtle 
lamp your grandma bought you for 
Christmas comes into play.  Put this 
little guy up on a bookshelf and light 

him up at night.  If  you have great 
crown molding, this is exactly the 
fun place in which you can add great 
accent lighting if you don’t already 
have it.  

• Paint and carpet issues-  Too many 
colors on the walls to “accent” a wall, 

Top 5
From page 7
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Directions: Take Shaftsbury Dr. to right on Loxley to right on Arrow.

919 Arrow Dr., Troy, OH 45373

4 bedroom up 2 story, Shaw laminate flooring, Andersen Silverline windows 
Lowe doublehung, granite countertops, tile shower, deck, 2nd floor laundry, 
Frigidaire appliances, Echelon cabinetry, home office, 3 car garage, unfinished 
basement with roughin 1/2 bath, gas fireplace. 2001 sq. ft. Finished living 
area. Landscaping done by Sargeant’s Landscaping. $299,900

NottinghamNottingham
11
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Anthony.Scott@keystonehomesintroy.com
937-332-8669

Directions:  I-75 to Exit #73 OH-55.  Head east on OH-55. Continue on 
OH-55 and enter the round-about.  Take second exit from round-about 
onto N. Market Street.  Turn right onto Troy Urbana Rd.  Turn left onto 
Barrington Drive.

1023 Barrington Drive, Troy OH 45373
Another quality home by Harlow Builders... Rustic meets contemporary in this 
gorgeous model. This model features many upgrades including engineered 
hardwood floors, solid rustic-alder wood doors, floor-to-ceiling stoned fireplace 
surrounded by custom built-ins and custom ceiling beams,  rustic-alder cabinets, 
central vacuum system, state-of-the-art theater system, basement wet bar and wine 
cellar, security system, irrigation system and beautiful views of the lake from the 
back porch. 2518 sq. ft. (+ approx. 1500 sq. ft. in bsmt),  4 bdrms,  3.5 baths, 
partially finished basement, 3 car garage. $599,900

Halifax
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sales@harlowbuilders.com

937-339-9944

or too many fl ooring surfaces,  break 
up your home making it look smaller.  
I know your daughter might want 
“Barbie” pink carpet in her room but 
hold off from putting that on your 
permanent surface and get her “Bar-
bie” bedding instead!  great fl ow and 
harmony in your home comes from 
cohesiveness.  This is usually one or 
two fl ooring surfaces, or colors in 
the main areas of the home that you 
can see  from each other.  getting 
your colors to fl ow is really where a 
good designer can come in handy.

• Your furniture scale is wrong-  I’ve 
seen furniture so big in a room 
that’s all you see, and you can’t walk 
around it.  Furniture on a showroom 
fl oor looks smaller than it will in 
your home.  Your looking at a chair 
in a room with warehouse height 
ceilings.  Make sure you get the 
MEASUREMENTS! Remember 
that word it’s important.  get the 
dimensions, and get out your paint-
ers tape.  Mark it off onto your fl oor 
and make sure you have at least 2 to 

3 feet between walkways and other 
pieces of furniture.  The same goes 
with furniture that’s too small!  Don’t 
put tiny little accent chairs in a room 
that’s big enough to support large 
furniture.  I know sometimes you 
fall in love with that special piece, 
unfortunately it may not be right for 
your room.

• Clean and de-clutter-   I’ve seen 
homes that would look so much larg-
er and have better fl ow and cohesive-
ness if they had 5 less accent tables 
against their walls.  My Mother is 
the perfect example, sorry Mom.  
Just because you have a small empty 
wall between your kitchen and family 
room doesn’t mean you “need” some-
thing there.  Sometimes less is truly 
more.  CLEAN!  OK let’s get this 
clear, my house is NOT the clean-
est and right now I could probably 
use some professional cleaning help.  
However, I was in a house one time 
and the homeowner was asking me 
“what she could do differently”.  On 
my way into her living room I walked 

over about 5 pounds of kitty litter 
on the fl oor. My reply wanted to be 
“Shop Vac!”  Just keeping your house 
half way picked up and de-cluttering 
the counter tops will not only make 
your home look larger, but you’ll be 
happier with the way it looks.   

If you have any of these issues they 
can be quickly remedied.  Don’t be 
afraid to call a designer for a one hour 
consultation.  Yes, they will charge 
you for their time, but no matter how 
much you think you’ve learned from 
watching those designer shows on TV, 
I guarantee they’ll have something up 
their designer sleeves that you’ve never 
thought of. Talk to them on the phone 
and fi nd one you feel comfortable with.  
This investment is a must if your ready 
to invest in new furniture, lighting or 
an expensive rug.  Buying the wrong 
size, pattern, color etc. could be costly.  
Especially if you’ve bought discon-
tinued, or clearance and can’t return 
it.   Your home is usually your biggest 
investment.  Don’t be afraid to invest 
on the interiors too. 
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Directions:  West on Park Ave., right on Caribou, house is on the left.

808 Caribou, Piqua, OH 45356
Beautiful single story home, 2 car garage, full basement. Quality home at superior 
pricing with exceptional workmanship. Gas fireplace, Andersen Silverline windows, 
Echelon cabinets. Lifetime dimensional shingles, cathedral ceilings. 1451 sq. ft 
finished living area. $199,900

Deerfield
13

40
91

14
62sales@cornerstonemiamicounty.com

937-773-4663

www.cornerstonemiamicounty.com

Directions: Take Shaftsbury to right on Loxley to right on Arrow.

913 Arrow Dr., Troy, OH 45373

3 bedroom ranch, open great room, gas fireplace, covered porch, deck, spacious 
kitchen, granite countertops, master suite with tile shower, large laundry room with 
sink, finished basement with full bath. 2450 sq. ft. Finished living area. Landscaping 
done by Sargeant’s Landscaping. $329,900

NottinghamNottingham
12

40915505

Anthony.Scott@keystonehomesintroy.com937-332-8669

The BIG dilemma, tub or no tub?
By Angie McWhirter
Executive Director
Western Ohio Home Builders 
Association

The bathroom! It’s a real 
toss up which is more excit-
ing to remodel in your home, 
the kitchen or the bathroom.  
They both add value to your 
home, and as we all know, 
can make or break the sale 
of a home.  That master bath 
especially, what a luxury to 
have all new surfaces, spa-
cious vanities, great lighting, 
or maybe even that heated 
towel rack you’ve always 
wanted.  

The big question seems 
to be whether or not to lose 
the bath tub?  After all, it 
should be a choice right?  

Not so fast!  Let’s talk about 
who you are fi rst.  If you’re 
a Baby Boomer, you could 
probably never imagine a 
home without at least one 
bath tub right?  If your a 
Millennial, you may prefer 
the giant walk in shower 
and could care less about a 
tub anywhere in the home.  
I’m a gen-Xer which falls 
in between the boomers 
and millennials, and I actu-
ally prefer to have both!  I 
talk to Moms that just take 
their kids in a play seat to 
that giant shower for family 
time.  I know I personally 
put my kids into the tub and 
sat with a magazine while 
they played next to me in the 
bath.  I would never lump 
anyone into one single cat-
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Carpet & 
Flooring

105 W. Market St. • Troy • 937.440.8800
www.lauriesflooring.com

•Vinyl 
•Hardwood
•Ceramic 
•Laminate

40916453

egory without talking first.  
EVERYONE has a prefer-
ence.  

Think you’ll always stay in 
your home and never move?  
Be careful with that one.  So 
many times a transfer, death, 
or life change can have you 
packing and moving to a 
new city or state. If your 
home isn’t sell-able to the 
mainstream in your area, it 

could slow down the sale.  
Always keep your home sell-
able.  All of this fact finding 
is the fun part of being an 
interior designer.  Finding 
out who you are as a con-
sumer, and the way you and 
your family live and use your 
home.  All of this helps a 
designer to come up with the 
perfect space.  Did you know 

40917090

See BIg | 14
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it may not even depend on your prefer-
ence as a person, but it’s also going to 
depend on where you live?  You bet!  

I find that in a crazy fast selling real 
estate market like Las Vegas, Phoenix, 
or Los Angeles, you can do what you 
want to your home.  Design is bold and 
there’s no holding you back with what 
you want or don’t want in your home.  
In those areas,  chances are you will sell 
your home no matter what.  Homes in 
a fantastic sellers market, are moving 
before their put on the market!  You 
literally have to know someone who is 
thinking about selling their home and 
jump.  So if your lucky enough to be in 
one of those markets, have fun!

However, if you’re in a market where 
the buyer has command, or in a slow 
market, where the homes compete 
against each other, the tub could make 
or break you.  As an interior designer 
in some of those markets, my sugges-

tion is to keep at least one tub, possibly 
just in the common bath that the spare 
bedrooms share.  That Jack and Jill 
bedroom set up is the perfect place to 
keep the tub as their usually used for 
children’s rooms.  If your going to lose 
the tub I suggest you do the fantastic 
glass walk in shower in the master 
bath.  The compromise if you have 
the room?  That beautiful soaking tub 
with the smaller glass shower next to 
it!  Yes, it’s more on the cost side, but 
if you’re not a tub person now, you 

could possibly re invent yourself all 
over again.  Tubbing for two could be a 
weekly event!  The only decision then 
is jets or no jets?  Some think soaking 
is the better option because they don’t 
like the possibility of mold and mildew 
forming inside of the jets.  Chronic 
back pain?  You might want to keep 
those jets!  Your dealer will tell you how 
to keep them shiny and clean.  

So now that I’ve confused you.  It 
almost comes down to where you live 
in the country, or if you’re in a niche 
sellers market where your house will 
sell in a flash.  In the end, its your 
home!  I suggest that you talk to your 
contractor, real estate agent, or consult 
with an interior designer.  Seek out 
their years of knowledge before you 
tear out that bath.  I guarantee you’ll 
learn something and make wiser choic-
es with your project.  

Happy Home Building!

Angie McWhirter/Executive Director
Western Ohio Home Builders Association 
937 339 7963
eo@westernohiohba.com
www.miamicountyhomeshow.com

From page 13

Big
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Home Gallery Flooring
All your 

decorAting 
needs in one shop

109 south MiAMi street
West Milton, oh
(937)698-7037

Flooring
Window Treatments
Decorating
Kitchen Cabinets

FlooringFlooringFlooring4

Window TreatmentsWindow Treatments4

DecoratingDecorating4

Kitchen CabinetsKitchen Cabinets4

40
91
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44
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