A special supplement to

2020 Winter Sports Outlook

All content © 2020 Morrow County Sentinel. All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law.

2 Wednesday, December 2, 2020

WINTER SPORTS 2020

Morrow County Sentinel

Lady Pirates hope to maintain success
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

While the Cardington Lady Pirates return 11 players
with varsity experience from last year’s 24-2 district
champions, it’s still safe to say the team will have a
much different look this year.
Cardington only graduated two players, but they
had a huge impact on the team. Casey Bertke was a
two-time first-team All-Ohioan who finished her career
as the school’s career leader in points, rebounds and
blocks. In averaging 21.7 points and 10.1 rebounds last
year, she was the conference and District 11 Player
of the Year and is continuing her career at Cedarville
University. Hannah WIckline added 12.8 points and
7.4 rebound in being named All-KMAC, All-District 11
and honorable mention All-Ohio. She signed to play
volleyball for Malone Universitiy.
Three of the team’s returnees also earned honors
last year. Juniors Beth Hardwick and Dana Bertke
both were named All-KMAC and District 11. Hardwick averaged eight points, two rebounds, two steals
and two assists per game last year. Bertke contributed
six points, five rebounds, 3.3 steals and 3.4 assists.
She led the KMAC in steals last season.
Junior Karsyn Edwards was named All-District 11
and was in the top five in the league for both steals
and assists. She averaged four points, four rebounds,
3.2 steals and three assists and is expected to run the
point again this year. Junior Kambry Edwards returns
after missing the final 14 games last year due to injury.
Before going out, she was in the top five in the league
for steals and assists and tallied six points, three steals
and three assists a game.

Cardington’s girls’ basketball team is looking to reload after winning a district title last year.

Junior Mikayla Linkous tallied 4.5 points, two
rebounds, two steals and two assists per game, while
senior Sara Stepp contributed three points and three
rebounds per night. Also returning are seniors Bella
Scurlock and Sydney Spires, junior Shaylynn MorrisMontgomery and sophomores Madison Linkous and
Izzy Wickline.
“We have five juniors in the starting line-up this year
who have played, or started, varsity since their freshman year,” said head coach Jamie Edwards. “We hope
to compete for our seventh straight conference title.”
Edwards is hoping for contributions from a couple
varsity newcomers, as well, citing freshman Genevieve
Longsdorf as a post player who could give good minutes and sophomore Sam Spires as another guard who
will compete for playing time.
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The coach feels his team should have both depth
and quickness on their side this year.
“Not only do we have a wealth of experience in our
starting line-up, our reserves have plenty of varsity
experience as well,” he said. “In total, we have 11
returning varsity letter-winners. Our depth will be
one of our strengths this season. We will be extremely
quick and skilled. This season, you’ll see us extend our
pressure into the full court where we can utilize our
speed and basketball IQ.”
He is expecting the KMAC to be a competitive
league this year with a lot of teams having the potential for success.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with
him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

OH-70213702
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Lady Scots replacing a lot this season
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Highland girls’ basketball coach
Whitney Levering Smith will have a
very different team this year than the
one that earned a 15-7 record in the
2019-20 season.
“Madison Cecil, Brooklyn Baird,
Gena West, Brooklyn Geiger, Mattie
Ruehrmund and Darcie Walters were
my varsity senior players last year,”
she said. “Losing that experience and
points scored is making this year’s
current team a different team.”
The team does return five players
who earned letters last year in seniors
Kennedy Altizer, Peyton Carpenter,
Savannah Fitzpatrick and Maddy Gordon and junior Brylinn Tuggle. They

will be joined by juniors Jacinta Eblin,
Faith Geiger, Ryleigh Howard and
Emma West and sophomore Guinevere Jackson on the varsity roster.
“We have a team-first attitude and
can be a little too unselfish at times,”
said Levering Smith of her squad. “We
have a ‘get better than we were the day
before’ mindset for this year’s team,
due to the number of seniors we had
last year. We are well-rounded and anyone can be a contender for any game.”
The coach feels that a big key for
her squad will simply be having new
players learn their roles on the team.
“We are young and have some inexperience in our bench at the varsity level,”
she said. “We are learning our new
roles and identity because we are not
the same team that we were last year.”

Levering Smith added that the
COVID-19 pandemic has had an effect
on that.
“Every day, we know that this could
possibly be the last and we don’t
want to leave any regrets out on the
floor,” she said. “The opportunity
to play this sport can’t be taken for
granted and we are thankful for every
day we get the opportunity to be with
our teammates and compete. This
also changes the dynamic in which
we think of roles for the season. All
players need to be mentally prepared
to fill a spot and support the team
with the role that has been given to
them. And those roles can change
from one day to the next.”
The coach said that she feels the
KMAC could be an open race last year,

as many teams suffered key losses
via graduation, adding, “I think that
Mount Gilead will surprise some
people this year.”
As for her team, Levering Smith
wants them to control the things they
can.
“Our goals this season are to mentally stay in the game and focus on our
controllables,” she said. “There are so
many outside factors that can take our
attention away this year with COVID;
we just want to control what we control on the court and be better than we
were the day before. We also want to
become a better defensive team this
year than previously before.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

MG girls need to replace key players
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After coaching the Mount Gilead girls’
basketball team to a 16-6 record last year,
Bob Scott will have to overcome some big
losses due to graduation.
The Indians graduated three four-year
letter-winners in Maddie Fitzpatrick, Dakota
Shipman and Alexis McCoy. Two of those
players received several accolades for their
performances last year. Fitzpatrick, who
averaged 19.6 points per game was a firstteam pick by the KMAC and District 11 and
also was named a third-team All-Ohioan.
Shipman added 10 points a game in being
named to the second team by District 11 and
honorable mention by the KMAC.
The cupboard isn’t bare for Scott, though.
Senior Holly Gompf returns as a threeyear letter-winner. She earned second-team

recognition by both the KMAC and District
11. Senior Kaitlyn Pfiefer and sophomore
Candace Millisor also are back. Millisor was
an honorable mention KMAC player last year.
Those three players will be joined by
several other players. Scott is hoping for
contributions from seniors Emarah Miller,
Isabella Schroeter, Olivia Millisor and Kylie
Irwin; sophomores Madilyn Elson and Grace
Shipman and freshman Aubrey Thomas.
“Our goals are a winning record and to
compete for the league title,” said Scott. “We
must have players step up to replace departed
players.”
The coach noted there will be a lot of
tough competition in the KMAC this year.
He cited Cardington, Northmor, Danville and
Fredericktown as teams to look out for this
season.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807.
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Mount Gilead’s girls’ basketball team will try to build on last year’s 16-6 record.
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Northmor girls return a lot of experience
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With four returning starters, Northmor girls’ basketball coach Freddie Beachy has hopes his squad can
improve on last year’s 13-11 mark.
While the team did graduate Juliana DiTullio, a threeyear starter at point guard, and two-year starter Macy
Miracle, they return a strong core of juniors in Lexi
Wenger, Reagan Swihart, Haley Dille and Paige Caudill.
Last year, Wenger was the only sophomore to be
selected as a first-team player in the KMAC and District
11 after averaging 15 points a day and finishing with
144 rebounds, 38 assists and 49 steals. She also was a
special mention All-Ohio selection.
Swihart earned honorable mention from the league
and District 11. She finished with 7.6 points per game,
as well as 118 rebounds, 35 assists and 45 steals.
Caudill finished with 5.2 points per game and had 48
rebounds, 18 assists and 17 steals; while Dille contributed 33 points and 70 rebounds.
They will be joined by junior Kaylene Brinkman;
sophomores Lauren Johnson, Riley Johnson, Emily
Zeger and Emilee Jordan and freshmen Brooke Dennison and Madison Simpson.
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Northmor’s girls’ basketball team is pictured above.

“We want to be at the top of the league standings and
advance farther in the tournament than last year,” said
the coach, who added that he expects Cardington and
Danville to be the teams to beat.
Beachy added that the COVID-19 pandemic has had
an effect on his team and how they practice.

“The girls have to learn more than one position,”
he said. “Splitting practice time and no team bonding
activities. The coaches are taking on more responsibilities with cleaning and managing the team.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with
him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Highland boys ready for new year
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first season as head coach of
the Highland boys’ basketball team,
Christian Toombs will try to improve
the Scots’ fortunes after last year’s 2-21
record.
Helping him do so will be a group of
seven returning lettermen, including
three seniors in Landon Remmert, Bryant Marcum and Wyatt Groves.

They will be joined on the varsity
roster by juniors Jordan Bellamy, Garrett Fitzpatrick, Ashton Hamilton, Cooper Merckling, Rider Minnick, Kadin
Murta and Taz Taylor and sophomore
Gavin Hankins.
“A team-first attitude, competitiveness and willingness to sacrifice individual goals for the team,” said Toombs
in describing his team’s strengths.
The coach added that his team will
have issues with depth and varsity

game experience, but has high hopes
for the season, citing a strong summer
of preparation.
“The Fighting Scots had a tremendous summer where they saw
new workouts and skill development
brought to the forefront,” said Toombs.
“All levels of the program will play
hard, honor the past, excel in the classroom and enrich our community.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Go
Team!
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MG boys working for good season
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After finishing with a 9-14 record
last year, the Mount Gilead boys’ basketball team will return with six letterwinners for the 2020-21 season.
Senior guard Jackson Huffer was
a second-team All-KMAC pick and
also was named honorable mention in
District 11. He shot 30 percent from
three-point range and led the league
in both three-pointers (47) and steals
(59), while also tallying three assists
per game.
Sophomores Matthew Bland (guard)
and Carter Kennon (guard/forward)
both started last year, while seniors
Darren Mounts and Turner Fitzpatrick
and junior Paul Butterman also have
varsity experience. Joining them will be
juniors Jack Rogers, Colson Chapman
and Garrett Lamb-Hart; sophomore
Owen High and freshmen Elijah Chafin,
Logan High and Quade Harris.
The team will have a pair of big holes
to fill, as Nate Rogers and Joel Butterman graduated. The two combined for
nearly 20 points per game, with Rogers

leading the league in rebounding with
11.3 per game and Butterman finishing
second in the league with 3.3 assists
per contest. Rogers was named a firstteam player by the league and District
11, while Butterman was an honorable
mention selection by both.
“Our goals this season are a little different than normal,” said head coach
Dan Strasser. “Our first goal every season is to win a KMAC title. This year,
our first goal is to have a season. We
want to make sure we can play as many
games as possible. We are trying to
focus on the things we can control and
we remind ourselves of that every day.”
One reason Strasser is hoping to have
a season is simply due to how exciting and balanced he thinks the KMAC
could be this winter.
“As in the past, I think the KMAC is
going to have many teams battling for
a conference title,” he said. “It is hard
to choose one or two. I think you better be looking out for every team this
season. We are going to have to bring it
every Tuesday and Friday night.”

Mount Gilead’s boys’ basketball team is in the above picture.
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Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

We’re in
this together
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Northmor boys have to replace production
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first year of being the head boys’ basketball
coach at Northmor, Blade Tackett will have a much
different team than the Northmor squads he assisted
with the past few years, including the 2019-20 season’s 16-8 team.
The Golden Knights graduated three players who
earned postseason accolades last year in Blake Miller,
Hunter Mariotti and Logan Randolph. Miller, a firstteam pick in the KMAC and District 11, averaged 13
points, seven rebounds, five assists and three blocks

per game. Mariotti added 11 points, five rebounds
and three assists in being named second team by the
KMAC and District 11 and Randolph earned honorable mention recognition by both for getting seven
points, 2.5 rebounds and 2.5 assists per game.
The team does return three letter-winners,
though. Senior Kooper Keen was a KMAC honorable mention pick last year after tallying seven
points and five rebounds per game. Junior Graesin
Cass added seven points, three rebounds and three
assists per night and sophomore Max Lower picked
up five points and five rebounds per game.
Those three will be joined by a number of varsity

newcomers including Andrew Armrose, Griffin Workman, Preston Harbolt, Duston Sanders, Gavin Miller
and Logan Mariotti.
Tackett noted that his team’s goals are to compete for league and sectional titles. In the KMAC,
he views Centerburg, Cardington and East Knox as
teams to look out for.
“We are inexperienced, but have hard-working
kids,” he said. “We lost a few good seniors last year,
but believe we can compete in the league still.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with
him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Cardington Pirates boys’ basketball

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Pictured above is the Cardington boys’ basketball team.
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Mount Gilead swimmers
ready for new season
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Coming into the 2020-21 season,
Mount Gilead swimming coach Dina
Snow believes she’ll have a lot of
quality experience to work with.
“We only lost one to graduation,”
she said. “Our boys’ team is very
talented and should have a great season. They are also a compassionate
group and welcoming to our special
needs swimmer, Abby Kincaid.”
While the Indians graduated Cassandra Snopik and won’t have the
services of Maddie Hack due to
injury — both of whom were district
qualifiers last year — they will have
a lot of returnees.
Joel Conrad and Michael Snopik
are returning individual and relay

district qualifiers, with Conrad having set three school records so far in
his career with MG. Eric Mowery,
Mason Kidwell and Tyler Knight all
were relay district qualifiers last year
and Seamus Walsh was a JV participant who is expected to move up
this year.
On the girls’ team, Emily Hanft is
an individual and relay district qualifier, while Adriana Tinch, Michaela
McGill and Taylor Robinson all made
it to districts in relays.
New to the team are six freshmen
in Kamry Grandstaff, Keana Littell,
Hayden McClelland, Aydyn Newson,
Cole Hershner and Luke Frazier.
Snow noted that the COVID-19
pandemic has led to some concerns
this year.
“Trying to fit in quality training

Mount Gilead’s high school swim team is pictured above.

with limited space and time at the
Y,” she said, adding that the YMCA
has added more rules, which limits
their conditioning and strength
training. “We also did not have many
new girls go out for the team. One
was injured in cross country; another
is quarantined.”
Snow is hopeful that the winter
sports season will be allowed to
progress, as she has high hopes for a

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

number of her athletes.
“If the season progresses and we
have sectional and district tournaments, we’d love to return our relays
to districts,” she said. “We do have
a chance for a boys’ relay to advance
beyond that, but it is hard for a small
school with only two divisions.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Here’s to a Great Season!
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MG wrestling has
experienced group
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With a number of returnees and no
losses due to graduation, Mount Gilead
wrestling coach Mike Williamson will
have an experienced core of athletes.
Senior Andy Williamson returns
after qualifying for the state meet last
year before the season was ended prematurely by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Classmate Chuy Rubio was a district
qualifier, while another senior, Cory

Fricke was a district alternate. Also
back are seniors Josh Sullivan, Owen
Blanton and Justin Dendinger and
sophomore Garrett George.
Williamson will also have a few
newcomers looking to break into the
varsity line-up in senior Zack Davidson and freshmen Gabe Simpson and
Rebecca Clark.
“We need to rely on senior leadership
to bring along our younger guys,” said
the coach. “We need to get our freshmen adjusted to the high school game

Highland Scots wrestling

Highland’s wrestling team is pictured above.

Courtesy Photo | Gwen Shipman

The Mount Gilead wrestling team is pictured above.

quickly. Let them hit the wall early and
bounce back and peak late in the year.
We want to have multiple guys at the
district and state meet.”
In the KMAC, Williamson noted that
his team will need to catch a few breaks
in order to gain a league title due to
not being able to fill all the weight

classes.
“Highland is the best team,” he said.
“We will not have a full roster, so we
need to be able to win weight classes
from Highland and get some help from
other teams to win it.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Cardington Pirates wrestling

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

The Cardington Pirate wrestling team is in the above picture.
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Northmor wrestlers out for another strong year
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Northmor wrestling coach Scott
Carr will have to replace a lot of talent this year.
The team graduated seven letterwinners from last year’s team —
several of whom accomplished a lot
during their time with the Golden
Knights. Conor Becker was a state
champion as a junior and was heading into the state meet with a perfect
record before the COVID-19 pandemic prematurely ended the winter
sports season.
Gavin Ramos had placed in the
state meet as a sophomore and had
qualified again as a senior, while
Austin Amens and Dale Brocwell also
graduated as state qualifiers. Both
Brandon Planey and Hunter Brookover finished second in the KMAC
last year and Eli Davis also graduated.
Carr will have a number of returning wrestlers to provide his team
with a veteran core, though. Niko

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Northmor’s wrestling team will look to maintain its state meet presence this season.

Christo is a two-time state qualifier
who had a 43-7 record last year, Marcus Cortez was a district qualifier
who was second in the KMAC with a
21-18 mark last year, while Trenton
Ramos was second in the league with
a 22-11 mark. Gavin Whited finished
third in the league and was 18-18 and
C.J. Stoney was 15-6 before getting

Stay Safe!

injured. Bohdi Workman and Dylan
Amens also lettered last year.
While the team will have plenty
of holes in the line-up to fill due
to those graduation losses, Carr
does have a number of wrestlers to
compete for those positions. Cohan
Hurst, Colton Brammer, Ryan Lehman, Caiden Martinez, Corey Miller,

Tyler Parsons, Bryan Randolph and
Gavin Tolar all are new to the varsity.
Carr has simple goals for his team:
To win the KMAC and compete at
the district and state levels. In the
league, he looks at Highland as having a strong team.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Play Safe!
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Highland bowlers return experience
seven being veterans. Senior Tucker Tague
has been on the team all four years, while
classmate Tyler Disbennett is a third-year
Highland bowling coaches Ty Hicks (third bowler. Seniors Randy Cain and Jackson
season with the team) and Dawn Hicks
Nelson and juniors James Blaney, James
(second season) have a good amount of
Michaels and Jesse Reigles are in their secexperience back this year.
ond year of bowling. New to the team are
Of the 11 members of the girls’ team,
freshmen Rusty Martin and Trevor Stewart.
seven have experience with the Scots.
“Coming off a year that produced indiSenior Paige Hicks is in her fourth year
vidual district qualifiers from the boys’
bowling, while juniors Camryn Taylor,
and girls’ teams, we’re excited and looking
Camberly Schade and Faith Stewart are all
forward to a great year with a good mix of
in their third year. Senior Heather Ross,
bowlers with high potential,” said the coachjunior Briana Woods and sophomore Joleigh es. “Our plan is to work hard and reach our
Burson are second-year bowlers, while fresh- goal of qualifying for districts as a team or
men Ryleigh Dewart, Page Elswick, Kelsey
teams. We are eager to see who steps up
Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Munday and Elyssa Reigles are in their first and answers.”
Highland’s
bowling
teams
for
the
2020-21
season
are
in
the
above picture.
year of bowling for the Scots.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807.
The boys’ team has nine bowlers, with
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Indian bowling returns 10
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Pictured above is Mount Gilead’s bowling team.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

After bowling as a club last year,
the Mount Gilead bowling team
will return four girls and six boys.
Coach Shawn Boller said that
his teams both graduated one
competitor from the 2019-20
season. However, he also has
newcomers. He named Graham
Sherbourne and Jillian West-

Johnson was new additions to the
program.
Boller said he wants to be more
competitive in the league this
year, mentioning Cardington,
Northmor and Fredericktown as
schools who will have strong programs to compete against.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010,
ext. 1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @
SportsMCS

Good luck to all area Athletes!

WINTER SPORTS 2020

Morrow County Sentinel

Cardington Pirates boys’ bowling

Cardington’s boys’ bowling team is in the above picture.
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Cardington Pirates girls’ bowling

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

The 2020-21 girls’ bowling team at Cardington is pictured above.

OHSAA confirms parents can attend athletic contests
COLUMBUS — Following Gov.
Mike DeWine’s remarks during his
news conference on Tuesday (Nov.
24), the OHSAA, in conjunction with
the Governor’s Office, recommends
that schools restrict attendance to only
the parents of the participants, or eliminate all spectators, for their winter
sports competitions through December
31, 2020, due to the recent spike in
COVID-19 cases.
“We want to follow this recommendation so that our kids can continue
to compete,” said OHSAA Executive
Director Doug Ute. “We believe it is
crucial that parents be permitted to
attend the contests of their children,
but large crowds at our indoor athletic
contests are not a good idea at this
time. We all need to work together
to give our kids and schools the best

chance at having a full winter season.”
Schools will determine the process
for how parents will attend athletic
contests, such as how many are permitted and where they will be placed to
watch the contest.
Regarding media coverage, the
OHSAA asks schools to still permit
media coverage of their contests, but
the number of media attending should
be restricted to those who regularly
cover the teams involved. Schools
are encouraged to provide live video
streaming of their athletic contests for
those who cannot attend.
The OHSAA provided the following
recommendations for member schools:
• For those schools that decide to
admit parents, list the names of the
parents on a roster sheet that is
located at your ticket window/admis-

sion table. This will help clarify who
should/should not be admitted and
will hopefully eliminate non-parents
from attending.
• Limit media to those who normally
cover your school and consider utilizing a streaming service in order
for fans to view your contest(s).
• There is no prohibition on cheerleaders and pep bands, but schools
should make their own decisions on
these students’ participation and
should strongly consider not sending
cheerleaders to away contests.
As administrators were notified last
week, the OHSAA winter sports seasons are moving forward as planned.
That decision was made after the
Executive Director’s Office had discussions with the Governor’s Office,
the OHSAA Board of Directors and

numerous administrators combined
with the results of the membership
survey in which 56 percent of the
1,464 respondents recommended that
the OHSAA begin all winter sports
contests as they are currently planned
and scheduled.
The decision for schools to move
forward with sports is a local decision.
Schools may certainly choose not to
participate in a contest or to pause
their season(s) for a period and should
do what is in their best interest. The
OHSAA believes that our member
schools provide student-athletes with
the safest possible environment to
continue participating, and we all recognize the educational, physical and
mental health benefits of participation.
Information supplied by the OHSAA.
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NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Morrow County Hospital Urgent Care
Urgent Care is open every day!
Monday-Friday: 3 to 9:30 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
When you need immediate care for minor illnesses and injuries, we’re here for you.
Walk-ins welcome, no appointment necessary.

Morrow County Hospital Urgent Care
651 West Marion Road
Mount Gilead, Ohio 43338
(419) 946.5015
Use the Emergency Department entrance

OH-70210667

LEARN
MORE!

Visit morrowcountyhospital.com/urgentcare
to learn more.
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