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Knights must replace key players
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Northmor will look to continue its football success, which includes playoff appearances in each of the last three years.

cited a number of players with JV
experience as being among those he’ll
be counting on this season. He named
Boggs, Troyer, Cortez, Armrose, Christo, Anthony Brazzi, Michael Stuff,
Jonathan Artrip, Jordan Welch, Bob
Guiler, Clayton Roose, C.J. Stoney,
Gavin Miller and first-year player Griffin Workman as less-experienced players or newcomers to the varsity level
who will play roles.
“All of these players have gotten
most of their previous experience at
the JV level,” he said.
While Armrose isn’t sure what the
future will hold for his team, he feels
they’ve made the most of their summer
and will be ready to hit the field.
“With a young, inexperienced team,
we will have to work hard to improve
every week, especially in a season
where we may not get any controlled
scrimmages,” he said. “These young
men have worked very hard, despite
the uncertainty of playing this fall. We
look to compete every week.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Wick Law Office

The Law Office of Donald K Wick
and Andrew S Wick remains open
8:00am -12:00pm and
1:00pm-5:00pm Monday–Friday.
Also offering phone/telephonic
appointments.
OH-70199201

For Northmor to maintain their
recent success in football under head
coach Scott Armrose, they will have to
replace a lot of players who had huge
roles in the team’s three straight playoff appearances.
“We lost 15 seniors that formed the
winningest class in our school’s history,” said Armrose. “It is difficult to
replace All-Ohio players like Hunter
Mariotti, Brandon Planey, Conor Becker, Blake Miller, Gavin Ramos, Wyatt
Reeder and Logan Randolph.”
Last year, Northmor was 9-2 and the
Golden Knights have manufactured a
27-7 record over Armrose’s three seasons as head coach. Now, without those
players, they’ll seek to continue their
winning way’s in 2020’s proposed sixgame regular season in which all teams
are eligible for postseason competition.
A pair of second-team KMAC players
return in junior wide receiver/defensive
back Trenton Ramos (49 tackles and
four interceptions) and linebacker/
offensive lineman Austin Hammond (76
tackles, one sack, six tackles for loss).
Four players who started on at least
one side of the ball also will be back
in junior Garrett Corwin (RB/LB, 43
tackles, three TFLs, 70 yards rushing,
one TD), junior Duston Sanders (OL/
DL), junior Gavin Whited (OL/DL,
25 tackles) and sophomore Maxton
Lower (RB/LB, 162 yards, three TDs,
six two-point conversions, 50 tackles).
Also back are seniors Tyler Boggs
(RB/LB, 13 tackles, 128 yards rushing, one TD) and Hunter Troyer (TE/
DL) and juniors Marcus Cortez (QB,
DB), Andrew Armrose (TE/DL, three
catches, 63 yards, one TD) and Niko
Christo (RB/LB).
Some of those players mainly were
on the JV squad last year. Armrose

419-946-6367

Don Wick and Andrew Wick
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Highland football out for more wins
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first year as Highland’s head
football coach, Matt Jones went 4-6, but
4-3 in the KMAC.
In fact, the team started out 0-4 last
year before finishing with wins in four
of its final six games — a trend that
Jones hopes continues in this far-fromthe-norm season that will feature six
regular-season games before the playoffs
start with all schools having the option
to participate.
“Our players have worked extremely
hard this summer to prepare for the
upcoming schedule,” he said. “Conference play should be very competitive
this year, as many of them have a lot of
returning players.”
For the Scots, 15 lettermen return,
including four offensive and nine defensive starters.
On offense, Jones looks at Josh Reid,
Caden Holtrey and Hayden Staiger as

The 2020 Highland football team is in the above picture.

key players. Cody Matthews, Gavin
Hankins and Jon Jensen will play at
back; Kaden Johnson is expected to
be quarterback and Landon Remmert,
Chase Ray and Jay Melchion will contribute at receiver.
On the defensive side of the ball, Reid
and Holtrey will be key players on the

line, Wyatt Hornsby, Garrison Hankins
and Landyn Albanese will play at linebacker and Matthews, Gavin Hankins,
Remmert and Ray will be defensive
backs.
“Experience on the defensive side of
the ball and depth at linebacker and the
secondary,” are what Jones looks at as

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

his team’s strengths. However, he cautions that inexperience and depth on
both lines could be an issue.
In the league, the coach said that East
Knox, Northmor and Centerburg should
be near the top of the standings.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

MG looking to keep moving up in standings
On both sides of the ball, the coach
said that his players understand their
roles, but might need to gain a bit more
After finishing with a four-win seagame experience.
son last year, Mount Gilead will try to
“Offensively, we have decent speed
continue improving on the football field and a good understanding of what our
under a new coach.
players are being asked to do,” he said.
B.J. Trainer takes over the reins from “There is a lot of excitement with sev2019 coach Phil Mauro. He’ll have a fair eral changes we have introduced. Howamount of experience to work with, as
ever, we don’t have a lot of game experihe will return seven starters on both
ence. Defensively, our players have a
sides of the ball. Overall, the team has
great understanding of their roles and
10 offensive and nine defensive letterresponsibilities and do a really good job
winners back, as well as three other
of running to the football. We’re looking
athletes who earned letters.
to gain a greater amount of experience

By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

to complement our aggressiveness.”
Trainer has high hopes for his team
in this year’s shortened season, which
focuses entirely on league contests
against KMAC rivals.
“We would like to be one of the better
teams in the KMAC, as is everyone’s
goal, and be in the top three in the
major statistical categories, with wins
being paramount,” he said.
The coach stated that his squad will
have to overcome some tough opposition in the league in order to reach
those goals.
“The KMAC is a very competitive

league year in and year out, and this
year is no exception,” he said. “Centerburg, Highland and East Knox
have great traditions of winning and
should be near the top of the league.
The remaining teams are improved
and should not be overlooked by us or
anyone else. I think with the foundation created last year and the players
working very hard this year, we will be
able to compete with every team in the
league.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Cardington’s football team for the 2020 fall season is in the above picture.

Pirates working towards better record
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Cardington will work to improve on
last year’s 1-9 season in football behind
a decent amount of returning experience and a new head coach.
Tod Brininger takes the reins of the
program and will have 13 returning
letter-winners on both sides of the ball,
as well as seven returning offensive
starters and six returning starters on
the defensive side of the ball.
Of those returnees, Brininger cited
five of them as being players he’s really
looking at to provide leadership this

year. Senior wide receiver/linebacker
Trey Brininger is a fourth-year starter
on both sides of the ball, while junior
Nate Hickman (quarterback/linebacker)
is entering his third year of being the
team’s signal-caller. Junior Joe Denney
(running back/linebacker) is a returning two-way starter, senior Mike Blake
(offensive and defensive lines) returns
after not playing since his freshman year
and senior Zach Lester (defensive back/
wide receiver) is a three-year starter.
The coach sees strengths on both
sides of the ball, but noted the team is
learning a new offensive scheme and
will have many players seeing action on

both sides.
“Offensively, our strengths are returning skill positions and returning linemen,” he said. “We have had to start
numerous freshmen over the last several
years, so we have young experience.
Concerns are a new offensive scheme.
Defensively, our linebackers and defensive backs are mostly returning starters.
The line has more numbers and bigger
bodies. Concerns are many players are
both ways.”
Brininger said that his team will have
more kids to work with this year, with a
total of 14 new players joining.
“Our goals are to compete with

Hinkle’s

every team,” he said. “The outlook is
unknown. We just want to play.”
That unknown nature is due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, which the coach
said has had an effect upon their summer workouts.
“Everything we do had to change,”
he said. “We moved part of our weight
room outside to an athletic barn, so we
could get more space to spread players
out. We haven’t used locker rooms, so
kids are coming ready. We have been
ultra-careful with our sanitation to make
sure our players are healthy.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Scot volleyball out to maintain success
district player last year and is on the
AVCA Under Armour All-American
Watch List. Junior outside hitter KenOver the past several years, the Highdall Stover and junior setter Ashlynn
land volleyball team has been very conBelcher both are on the AVCA Under
sistent, boasting seven straight undeArmour Phenom List. Stover was a
feated league championships — four in
second-team pick by the KMAC and
the MOAC and three in the KMAC —
district, while the younger Belcher was
and holding a 97-match winning streak
named to the All-Area first team. Senior
in conference play.
Abby Eusey and junior Emma West also
That success has stretched outside the
return after earning letters last year.
league, as the team finished 25-5 overall
“We return five lettermen and
last year and advanced to the DIvision II
four others with varsity experience,”
state title game. In 10 years of coaching
said Terrill in describing his team’s
the Scots, Rob Terrill has manufactured
strengths. “We’re very balanced and can
Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel attack from everywhere, we have servan impressive 207-34 record.
After finishing as Division II state runner-up last year, the Highland volleyball team will take the court
However, there will be some chaling and we have tradition,”
again this fall.
lenges to overcome if Highland wants
He did note that replacing Terry will
to maintain their current level of succan honorable mention and earned a full Darcie Walters is going to Rio Grande.
be a challenge and he’ll have to work to
cess, as the team took a few hits via
Also gone is setter Lillee Keltner.
scholarship to play at the University of
find the right combination on the court
However, that doesn’t mean the cupgraduation.
Illinois.
when describing this year’s challenges.
A few other key players also graduatboard is bare for Terrlll, as he returns
Gone will be outside hitter Raina
“I believe we can continue the tradiTerry, a two-time first-team All-Ohioan, ed, two of whom have plans to continue five letter-winners, three of whom have tion of Highland volleyball,” he said.
playing the sport in college. Middle
earned a lot of respect.
three-time KMAC Player of the Year
“The girls are very committed to our
Senior outside hitter Makenna
and two-time Central District Player of Gena West was an All-KMAC player and
is moving on to Otterbein, while Libero Belcher was a first-team KMAC and
the Year. She earned AVCA All-AmeriSee Scot VB | 7
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Pirate spikers have big goals
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Going into his third year as Cardington’s volleyball coach, Ryan Treese (35-15
with the Pirates, 57-64 overall) will be
hoping to improve on last year’s 20-6
record and district runner-up finish.
While the team did graduate Hannah
Wickline, they return virtually everyone
else. The loss of Wickline will be big for
the team, though. She was a first-team
KMAC player in 2017 and 2019 and a
second-team pick in 2018. She also was
a first-team player in the Central District
all three years and the Division III district

Player of the Year as a senior, also being
named a third-team All-Ohioan. With 830
kills, she is the program’s record-holder in
that stat.
However, the team does return 11
letter-winners.
Senior Kyleigh Bonnette was a firstteam KMAC, second-team Central District and third-team All-Ohioan last year
who already is the program leader in
assists with over 1800 to date. She also is
a two-year team captain.
Sophomore Audrey Brininger was
named honorable mention by both the
See Pirates | 8 Cardington’s volleyball team is in the above picture.
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Indian VB moving ahead with new coach
By Rob Hamilton

league champs Highland, of whom
she said, “Under the leadership of
head coach Rob Terrill, they have
really put Morrow County on the
map for volleyball and they provide
a level of play and competition that
really brings them to the top of our
conference.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010,
ext. 1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @
SportsMCS

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807.
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Courtesy Photo | Gwen Shipman

Members of the 2020 Mount Gilead varsity volleyball team are in the above picture.

ment and establish a program-wide
culture that promotes a team-first
mentality, hard work, dedication and a sense of pride in our
team, school and community and
increase our team volleyball knowledge.”
When it comes to competition
in the KMAC, Oder looks at both
Highland and Fredericktown as the
top teams. Especially defending

Go Athletes!
OH-70198878

AGRONOMY FEED FUEL PROPANE OILS & LUBES

OH-70199199

From page 6

program. Winning the league is our first
goal. After that, we feel we can compete for
a district championship once again — we’ve
played in the district championship six of the
past seven years, winning four — and reaching the Final Four once again in attainable.”
He also feels that the KMAC does provide a
number of challenges from top to bottom.
“Cardington seems to be the most poised to
make a run at us,” he said. “Centerburg has a
very good freshman class joining them. Northmor and Fredericktown have new coaches and
have been in the top of the KMAC for several
years. Mount Gilead, East Knox and Danville
all have good athletes, so we know we have to
be ready every night we play.”
Terrill added that some aspects of the game
have been more difficult this summer due to
COVID, especially due to often needing to
wear a mask.
“Understanding that with a mask on, that
the girls cannot see your expression and in a
game, scrimmage, practice, etc., when it’s full
action, the non-verbal cues are important and
we’ve lost most of that,” he said. “It is much
harder to communicate and we must be much
more aware of everything we do and what is
around us.”

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After serving as the freshman
coach last year, Megan Oder moves
up to be the varsity volleyball
coach at Mount Gilead for the
2020 season.
For the team to improve from
last year, they will have to replace
a large senior class. Oder noted
that the team graduated seven
seniors in Jessica Brewer, Kierra
McAvoy, Taylor Stephen, McKenzie Bump, Nora Kelty, Madison
Mathwig and Makenzie Strahm.
MG does return a quartet of
letter-winners, though, as Abbie
Van Houten, Ella Fraizer, Molly
Murphy and Grace Mowery all are
back for the Indians.
They will be joined by a number
of newcomers in Kylie Irwin, Haley
Sharp, Lupita Rubio, Candace
Millisor, Madilyn Elson and Riley
McCoy.
“We want to finish with a better conference record then we did
last season and win more sets in
the conference than we did last
season,” said Oder. “We want to
create a team-centered environ-

Scot VB

6437 CR 20 Mt. Gilead
419-946-7908
Lilly@redbird.net
www.lillyind.com
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Northmor volleyball team

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Northmor’s volleyball team is in the above picture.
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Pirates
From page 6

league and district despite only playing 12 matches before her season was
ended due to injury. She tallied 146
kills, 119 digs and 14 aces. Sophomore Cadie Long also was an honorable mention pick in the district. She
started at Libero as a freshman and
finished with 377 digs, 24 aces and
strong serve reception. According to
Treese, she was second in the state
for DIvision III freshmen in digs.
Senior Liz Long had 118 kills,
331 digs and 60 aces and was cited
by her coach as the team’s best allaround player last year. Classmate
Ashlee Tharp added 40 kills and 11
blocks.
For juniors, Kayleigh Ufferman
had 161 digs and 10 aces, while
Emalee Artz and Maggie Wade saw
limited varsity action.
Other returning sophomores
include Izzy Wickline, Maddie Linkous and Jadine Mills. The younger
Wickline finished with 159 kills, 55

TERYX KRX 1000

SPECIAL EDITION

blocks and 42 aces; Linkous tallied
90 kills, 40 digs and four aces and
Mills added 50 assists and 15 aces.
The team also will add senior
Lexie Mellenger, junior Olivia Holt
and sophomore Payton Goodman to
the varsity mix this season.
For Treese, the team’s goals are,
“Win the KMAC, be number one
in the district, finish in the top 10
in the state for Division III and of
course, have fun.”
In the conference, Treese looks at
a few teams as potentially providing
big challenges, including Highland,
Fredericktown and Centerburg. He
noted that both Highland and Fredericktown did suffer some big losses
to graduation, but also return some
good talent; while Centerburg could
be really good in the near future with
some young, incoming talent.
“When it boils down in my eyes, it
could be as close as it has been possibly between us and Highland for
the KMAC,” he said.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010,
ext. 1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @
SportsMCS
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MG runners working to return to state
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After an excellent 2019 season in
which his boys’ team placed second
in the state and the girls claimed fifth,
Mount Gilead cross country coach Jake
Hayes will be looking to maintain that
sort of success this year.
To help in that quest, the team will
return a number of competitors from
both teams.
On the boys’ squad, returning are
seniors Brett Shipman (first team
KMAC and district, 31st at state,
16:24 PR) and Eric Mowery (first team
KMAC and district, state runner, 17:07
PR); juniors Michael Snopik (first team
KMAC and district, state runner, 16:47

PR), Colson Chapman (state alternate,
18:36 PR) and Ethan Kemp (state runner, 17:52 PR) and sophomore Reed
Supplee (first team district, state runner, 17:29 PR).
The girls’ team also returns a lot
of talent. Back this year are seniors
Allison Johnson (first-team district,
regional champion, ninth at state, 18:00
PR), Emily Hanft (first team KMAC,
district and region, state runner, 19:41
PR), Olivia Millisor (first team KMAC
and district, state runner, 19:47 PR)
and Selia Shipman (first team district
in 2018, PR 21:22); junior Michaela
McGill (first team KMAC and district,
state runner, 20:47 PR) and sophomores Tatum Neal (state runner, 22:53
PR) and Karley Wallace (state

OH-70199698

By Rob Hamilton

runner, 23:35 PR).
Both teams will have some big shoes
to fill via losses to graduation. On the
girls’ team, Baylee Hack moved on to
the University of Findlay after a year in
which she was a first-team KMAC runner, district champion, regional runnerup and finished 11th at state. State runner Emily Randall moved on to Baldwin
Wallace, while Dakota Shipman will
play basketball at Ohio Christian and
Zoie Barron also graduated.
The boys graduated Liam Dennis
(KMAC champion, first team district,
regional runner-up, seventh at state),
who moves on to Butler University,
as well as Ethan Supplee (first-team
KMAC, district and regional and 13th
at state) and Aiden Honzo.

However, he does have high hopes
for a number of younger athletes.
On the boys’ team, he’ll add 2019
middle school KMAC champion Parker
Bartlett, as well as freshmen Josh Davis,
Quade Harris, Luke Fraizer, Landon
Spoon and Nathan Smith; sophomore
Austin Swick and junior Joel Conrad.
“We have a really strong class of
incoming freshmen and upperclassmen
recruits,” said Hayes. “They bring in a
great work ethic and energy that raise
the culture of team practices daily. I can
see any number of these guys making
a push to be in our top 10 and contend
for championship racing spots later in
the season.”

Where life

happens

Mount Gilead—It’s home.
We’re here te protect your
corner of the community
and everything in it.

Julie Stake Celebrating 25 Years
James Madison Insurance
38 W Center St
Mount Gilead, OH 43338-1402
www.jmiquote.com
419-947-4575
Erie Insurance Exchange, Erie Insurance Co., Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Co.,
Flagship City Insurance Co. and Erie Family Life Insurance Co. (Erie, PA) or Erie Insurance Co.
of New York (Rochester, NY). Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure and product
details. CMS149_comun2 2/18
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Northmor XC teams ready for new year
this year before, we had four teams go to
the state meet. That being said,, I look
for Mount Gilead and Centerburg to be
After finishing last year as a district
the top teams at the beginning of the
runner-up and state qualifier, the North- season, with us and Fredericktown batmor girls’ cross country team will return tling as well for the conference title.”
a lot of experience in hopes of having
Last year, the boys’ team placed fourth
another successful year.
in the league meet before taking second
Only one runner graduated from the
at districts and eight at regionals. They
group that ran at state. However, she will did advance one runner to the state
be tough to replace, as Juliana DiTullio
meet in Gavvin Keen, but both he and
earned multiple all-conference and disthe team’s second runner, Austin Amens
trict awards and was a multi-time state
have graduated. Also, another runner,
qualifier.
junior Jack Sears, will miss the season
However, the other six state runners
due to injury.
are all back in seniors Julia Kanagy,
The cupboard isn’t bare for fourth-year
Olivia Goodson and Kristie Wright and
head coach Kevin Ruhl, though, as he
sophomores Lauren Johnson, Riley John- returns four varsity athletes from last
son and Emilee Jordan. Kanagy, Wright, year in senior Kooper Keen (17:30 perLauren Johnson and Riley Johnson all
sonal best), junior T.J. Diehl (18:29) and
earned conference and district honors
sophomores Lucas Weaver (18:28) and
Photos by Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
for their efforts.
Connor Radojcsics (18:15).
Pictured
above
is
Northmor’s
boys’
cross
country
team
for
the 2020 season.
Also back are juniors Haley Dille and
Ruhl also is looking at freshmen Bryce
Maddison Yaussy and sophomore SydCooper, Ryan Lehman and Griffin Heaney Kelley. New to the team are freshlea as youngsters who could race their
men Hannah Kanagy, Kinsey Hale and
way onto the varsity team.
Kelbie McDonald.
While the team has a good deal of tal“We have a nice amount of veterans
ent, the coach feels that a big key to this
who have postseason experience,” said
season will be getting the newcomers up
head coach Mark Yaussy. “We return
to that level.
seven state qualifiers. The girls are work“Out of the 11 on the team, only one
ing hard and have set big goals for this
is a senior this season,” said Ruhl. “As
season.”
a result of being somewhat young and
For the season to be successful, the
inexperienced, I think it might take us a
coach noted his athletes have to stay
while to get the times that will be neceshealthy and added that, while they have sary to compete for invitational titles as
good numbers, many of those runners
a team. However we have three individuare inexperienced.
als in Keen, Weaver and Radojcsics who
“We hope to be in the top three at
have ran the 5K with times in the 17
conference, be in the top two in districts minute to low 18 minute range.”
and, most importantly, qualify for the
In the KMAC, he looked at Mount Gilstate meet,” said Yaussy.
ead and Fredericktown as having the top
He looks at the KMAC as a great way two teams, with East Knox also being
The Northmor girls’ cross country team hopes to return to the state meet again this year.
to prepare to achieve those postseason
really good.
goals, noting that a number of powerful
“We look forward to racing those top
teams are in that league.
teams and seeing if we can get our times
“Our conference, the KMAC, is always to go the right direction,” Ruhl said.
tough,” he said. “In fact, three teams
Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
qualified for the state meet last year and Rob
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com
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Highland’s cross country teams for the fall sports season are in the above picture.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Scot runners ready to succeed
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

This year, under second-year
coach Rich Williams, the Highland
cross country teams are planning
to host an invitational for the first
time in many years. They’ll have
that over Labor Day weekend on a
newly-developed course.
Williams’ boys’ team returns a
lot of talent despite losing Bruce

Jordan, Alex McCafferty and
Zach Wetzel to graduation from a
team that missed out on a trip to
regionals by a mere point at their
Division II district meet.
Coming back are senior Tucker
Tague, junior Kaden Miller and
sophomores Hunter Bolton, Joel
Roberts, Corban Benedict, Aaron
Gannon and Caleb Wetzel. Bolton
was a regional qualifier last year.
He added that sophomore Grath

Garee has shown a lot of promise
in the preseason and that they
have a number of freshmen looking to help fill the void left by
those graduates.
“The Flying Scots are led by
one senior and one junior this
year, but there are several sophomores with a lot of talent,” said
Williams. “The squad is hoping
See Runners | 12

The girls have one incoming freshman in Kamry
Grandstaff, who finished fourth in the middle school
KMAC last year. Also, sophomore Lydia Stainaker
joins the team.
With both teams, Hayes has similar goals for a very
successful fall. For the boys, he said, “This 2020 team
is one of the most exciting groups of boys we have gotten the chance to work with. With the ever-changing
nature of sports this fall, our goal remains the same,
which is to be competitive in every meet we run. Our
boys plan to commit to excellence daily and to continue to develop as athletes and people. If we maintain
the high level of competition and training our boys
have been demonstrating, I expect to see them at the
top of the field in the KMAC, district, regional and
state again.”
He also feels the girls’ team has a ton of potential,
saying: “The potential of our girls’ team this season
is prolific. We return a formidable top four, with each
of them having the capacity to run in the mid- to
low-19s or faster. Our girls’ team has a strong pack of
underclassmen, newcomers and other athletes training
hard to finish out a strong top 10. With the continued
intensity of their training, I expect our girls to be
strong contenders for the KMAC, district and regional
titles, as well as another top five finish at the state
meet.”
In the KMAC, he particularly cited Fredericktown
and Highland as having strong squads on the boys’
side and Northmor, Fredericktown and Centerburg
as having really good girls’ teams, with Highland and
Cardington also having runners who could compete
for an individual title.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him
on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Good Luck Athletes!

HOFFMAN
MEAT
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419-946-7876
19 E. High St. • Mt. Gilead, OH
OH-70199863

www.splaws.com
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Cardington, OH 43315 • 419-864-3994
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Pictured above is Cardington’s boys’ cross country team.

Photos by Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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The runners on the Cardington girls’ cross country team are in the above picture.

Cardington has veteran runners
senior letter-winners are Devin Gheen,
Kaleb Meade, Sam Miller-West and
Michael Rose. Juniors Austin Henthorne, Jim Hallabrin and Bryce Moodispaugh and sophomore Ryan Clinger
also lettered last year, while junior Evan
Kyrk also will be running.
“Our goal is to improve upon last
year’s placement and times,” said the
coach. “And place higher as a team at
conference, districts and regionals. The
team is full of experience, talent and
potential.”
He expects his squad to be tested
against the rest of the KMAC.

“The KMAC is always tough with
state ranked teams,” he said. “Mount
Gilead and Fredericktown are always at
the top.”
While the girls’ team doesn’t have as
many runners, there is a decent amount
of talent in that group, as five of the six
runners are returning letter-winners.
Sophomore Loey Hallabrin won the
KMAC and was all-district on her way
to being a state qualifier. Senior Maddie
Brehm rejoins the team, while senior
Marlo Young, junior Hazel Jolliff and
sophomore Morgan White also lettered
last year. Kyrk also adds the talents

of talented junior high runner Gracie
Meade to the team as a freshman.
“Our goals are to stay healthy, work
hard, hit our PR goals and see what we
can do as a team,” said the coach.
Much like with the boys’ team, he
looks at the league as being potentially
loaded with talented squads.
“Mount Gilead and Fredericktown
are always at the top,” he said. “Add
Northmor and Centerburg to spice
things up.”

time in many years.”
The girls’ team also barely missed out
on a trip to regionals last year, placing
From page 11
seventh on a tiebreaker in a district meet
where the top six moved on.
to take the next step in their growth as
However, they did boast a state qualifia winning team. They constantly chaler in junior Camberly Schade, who highlenge each other at practice to raise the
lights the team’s group of letter-winners.
level of intensity and achievement. This Alongside her are senior Mia White,
team has a hunger to do the work that
junior Jade Disbennett and sophomores
will take them to the regional level. Their Shelby Conley and Lauren Garber.
ultimate goal is getting the Flying Scots
Williams also is looking to see which
to the state meet as a team for the first
of the team’s younger runners will step

up to join his veterans.
“Several new additions and underclassmen show signs of helping the varsity
team to be competitive all season long,”
he said. “We are waiting to see who will
step up and take the challenge.”
Williams added that he’ll have a fairly
young team this year that will be looking
to develop into varsity runners.
“With only three upperclassmen, this
young team is looking to build the necessary foundation for the long-term goal to
become a winning team,” he said. “Cam-

berly Schade is looking to return to the
state meet this year and has the potential
to take several of her teammates with her
as well. Several of the returning lettermen each possess the strong leadership
and team mindset that will inspire the
incoming runners to work hard and push
each other. The current leadership, dedication and desire that the team possesses
will make up for the lack of experience
that this young team has.”

By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Long-time Cardington cross country
coach Erik Kyrk has a number of veteran runners back for the 2020 season,
especially on the boys’ side.
While that team, which qualified for
regionals last year, did lose a pair of
runners in all-district athlete Racine
Hallabrin, as well as Andrew Schoppereii; they do have a lot back.
Senior Mason White was an allconference and all-district runner who
advanced to the state meet. Other

Runners

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Scot soccer teams ready for season
The boys team will look to ride a
good bit of experience in its attempt to
improve upon a 4-9-2 2019 campaign.
As the only girls’ soccer team in the
Seniors Jordan Brooks, Thomas Cruz,
KMAC, and therefore playing an indeColton Gustafson, Xavier Privette and
pendent schedule, Highland went 8-7-2 Austin Smith; juniors Jack Chaffee, Adi
last year under first-year head coach
Karya and Hayden Styer and sophomores
Mike DeLaney.
Mason Keller, Cody Thomas, Dylan
While that team did graduate some
Thomas and Aiden Ward all lettered last
key players in Emily White, Mattie
year and are back for the Scots.
The team did suffer some losses due
Ruehrmund, Madison Zamer and Madison Cecil, DeLaney noted that the Scots to graduation in Zach Granger, Jeffrey
Photos by Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
return 15 letter-winners, including four Smith, Cameron Striblin and Jaguar
Highland’s
girls’
soccer
team
for
the
2020
season
is
in
the
above picture.
Wilson, but head coach John Sachleben
seniors.
will have some new talent coming into
“Our strengths are strong senior
leadership, experienced players, depth, the program. He listed junior Jacob
Davis; sophomores Ethan Henry and
team speed and a team-first attitude,”
freshmen Patrick Bracken, Ben Evans,
he said.
While his team has depth and experi- Zane Sheets, Darren Styer, Ashton
enced players, he noted that experience Smith, Zackery Temple and Coen White
doesn’t necessarily extend to the depth. as varsity newcomers this year.
“We will be young in spots with six
He said that incorporating young playfreshmen,” said the coach. “We’re hopers into varsity competition will be a
ing to be able to play this year with
challenge.
the pandemic taking a firm hold on
As for the fall season, he is hoping
everything. The biggest team goals as
the work his players put in during the
always, as with any high school sport,
summer will lead to a fun and winning
are to have fun, learn something and be Highland’s boys’ soccer team is pictured above.
season.
“We have had a good summer prepar- good sportsmen to develop into solid
citizens.”
ing for our upcoming season,” he said.
While the KMAC has no other soccer
“We will play hard, play smart, play
programs, Sachleben noted: “We will
together and have fun competing and
play most of the teams in the competirepresenting our community in a mantive MOAC.”
ner that is deserving of their respect.”

By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com
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Cardington golf team

In the above picture is the girls’ golf team for Highland.

Courtesy Photo | HR Imaging

Scot golfers return
veteran core players
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first year as the head coach
of Highland’s boys’ golf team, Brett
Behnfeldt watched his team muster
a 25-10 record in the KMAC and
a 50-34 mark overall on their way
to finishing fifth of 14 teams in the
district tournament.
With five returning letter-winners, his hope is for those records
to improve and the team to be in
the mix for a conference title.
Seniors Owen Mott, Bryce Rinehart and Drew Santo return as letter-winners, as do junior Luke Cain
and sophomore Emerson Grassbaugh. Last year, Grassbaugh was
a first-team KMAC golfer, while
Santo made the second team and
Mott earned honorable mention.

Also competing this year will
be juniors Garrett Fitzpatrick and
Braden Gamble; sophomore Cody
Yurkovich and freshmen Dillon
Gilliland, Quentin Miller, Ranger
Steck and Mason Weiss. Key losses
were second-team KMAC golfer
Gunner Oakley and Branton Howard.
“We return three seniors that
have a lot of varsity golf experience,” said Behnfeldt. “These
seniors and our other returners
will lead the team early on as we
develop depth.”
He looked at overall consistency
and depth as being issues the team
looks to improve upon as the season progresses.
“We are excited to compete each
See veteran | 15

Pictured above is the Cardington golf team.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Northmor golf teams

Northmor’s boys’ and girls’ golf teams are in the above picture.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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Mount Gilead golf team

Mount Gilead’s golfers for this fall are pictured above.
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Veteran
From page 14

day and improve,” he said. “In
the league, we look forward to
hopefully being in the mix for a
league title.”
Highland’s girls’ team is hoping
to improve on last year’s 20-12
record and seventh-place finish at
sectionals behind coaches Taylor
Menczywor and Chris Rupe.
Competing in both the KMAC
and MOAC, the team hopes its
experience can put them in contention for two titles.
“We look to be competitive in

Courtesy Photos | Gwen Shipman

every match and to compete for
both a KMAC and MOAC title,”
said Rupe. “This is the third year
for girls’ golf at Highland. Each
year, we have improved and we
look to do the same this year.”
While the team graduated
Brooklyn Baird and Tabby Anrold, two seniors from a team
that won the Colt Classic, they
return a lot in Savannah Fitzpatrick, AnnaBelle Zerby, Adrienne
Porter, Kate Schmidt and Ashley
Huffine. Four of those girls are in
their third year of experience in
the program.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010,
ext. 1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @
SportsMCS
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