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to the Ballgame
Sports experiences
top many fans’ holiday
wish lists

November 2019
A Special Supplement to

Travel
Experience
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This year’s
HOT HOLIDAY GIFTS

T

he holiday season is synonymous with
many things, including exchanging gifts
with friends and loved ones. Each year,
certain items prove more trendy than others.
Get the scoop on the gear and gadgets that
are bound to be on the top of wish lists this
year.
Amazon Echo Show 5

This is the latest incarnation of the Echo Show
at a more affordable price point than past
incarnations. The screen is a smart display
and enables users to make video calls, play
games, watch videos, check the weather, and
control smart home devices. A new privacy
feature allows users to turn off the camera and
microphone when the device isn’t in use.
Battery pack case

There’s no need to waste time sitting by the
phone charger waiting for popular iPhones
to revive their batteries with a battery pack

case. A charging case provides extra talk time
or video streaming and fits comfortably on
various models.
VicTsing Wireless Shower Speaker
Whether a friend or loved one is practicing
for a night out at karaoke or enjoys getting
pumped up in the morning with upbeat tunes,
a waterproof shower speaker is a hot gift. It
can stream music or bluetooth over calls from
a phone.
Fitbit fitness tracker
A Fitbit product is certain to be a winner for
fitness enthusiasts. The Fitbit Charge HR
Wireless Activity Wristband is an affordable
option capable of tracking workouts. It also can
sync with a phone and is water-resistant.
Blink XT Home Security Camera
People with security on their minds, including
those who want to keep tabs on their homes

while they’re at work or on vacation, may
cherish this security camera. The newest
version is weatherproof and has cloud storage.
Motion detection will set off an alert on a
person’s phone or tablet in real time.
Tile Trackers

Handy Tile gadgets connect to keys, bags and
other belongings that frequently go missing.
Simply connect to the app and the device will
ring, identifying the location. The upgraded
version covers 200 feet and has a louder
volume.
iRobot Braava Robot Mop

This powerful robot will mop and sweep tile
and hardwood floors. Pair it with the traditional
iRobot vacuum and an entire house can be
cleaned without lifting a finger.
These are just a handful of the items that will
be coveted this holiday season.
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Keep safety in mind when gifting toys

F

• Toys with strings and straps
can strangle young children and
should be avoided.

ew people garner as much
delight from opening holiday
gifts as young children. The
holiday season is a wonder to
behold, culminating with brightly
wrapped presents just waiting to be
revealed.

• Inspect all toys for sharp edges
or points. Even stuffed animals
with internal wires can stab, cut or
shock.

For parents, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, and friends, nothing is
more memorable than watching
the pure joy on a child’s face when
he or she opens a holiday gift. As
a result, well-meaning gift-givers
sometimes forget to consider
safety when seeking out toys and
games for kids.

The following are some guidelines

• Look for nontoxic labels on toys,
including crayons, markers and
other art supplies.
• Toys made of fabric should be
labeled as flame-resistant or
flame-retardant.

• Painted toys must use lead-free
paint.

when gifting young kids, courtesy
of PBA, the CPSC and Kids
Health® by Nemours.
• Always read labels to see if the
toy is right for a child’s age. Don’t
buy a toy that is too mature for a
child even if you think it would be
a big hit.
• Consider a gift recipient’s
temperament and behavior before

purchasing a toy. While one child
may be mature enough to handle
a toy, another of the same age
may not be ready for it.

• Recognize choking hazards in
toys, which may include marbles,
small balls and uninflated
balloons. Button batteries, which
come in many electronics, can
be a choking hazard and cause
damage to intestines if swallowed.

Open House Nov. 29th, 30th
& Dec. 1st 10am - 6pm
Open Sunday’s in Dec. till
Christmas
Free Gift with Purchase!

Lexwood Plaza 305 E. Main Street #4
Lexington, Ohio 44904

Vicki Kern 419-884-1901
clutter4u@aol.com
Mon. - Sat. 10 - 6
Like us on facebook

• Monitor toy usage during play,
and frequently examine toys to
see if wear and tear has made
them into hazards.

The holiday season is an exciting
time for children eager to play with
new toys and games. Ensuring
those gifts are safe can make for a
healthy giving season.

We are Celebrating 14 Years
of Proudly Serving Marion
and surrounding areas!
THANK YOU for your support!

Custom Made Stained Glass Items
make perfect gifts!

Largest selection of Ohio State items in Marion!
Stop in Weekly for our Great Mystery Sales!

OH-70013801

OH-70158636

“Clutter makes a house a home.”

Woodland
Elves Live
Here!

• Look for the American Society
for Testing and Materials (ASTM)
label, which signifies that the toy
has passed the group’s safety
inspection standards.

HOME AGAIN STAINED GLASS
198 W. Center St. • (740)382-4946

OH-70158757

The U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission says there
were more than 250,000 toyrelated injuries treated in American
hospital emergency departments
in 2017. Most of these injuries
were attributed to nonmotorized
scooters, toy balls and toy vehicles.
However, any toy that is not ageappropriate has the potential
to cause harm. That is why the
organization Prevent Blindness
America, which spearheaded the
campaign to make December Safe
Toys and Gifts Month, advises
caution when gifting youngsters.

• Avoid toys that have parts that fly
off, as they can injure the eyes or
other parts of the body.
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Unique ways to give the experience of travel

M

any people
have a
passion for
traveling. Whether a
traveler can’t resist
sleeping under
the stars at a local
campsite or refuse
the call of a bustling
city overseas, travel
beckons people from
all walks of life.

Perhaps no country’s
citizens better
illustrate the allure
of travel more than
China’s. According to
the China Outbound
Tourism Research
Institute, Chinese
overseas tourists
totaled 10.5 million in
2000. By 2017, that
figure had grown to
145 million, with the
COTRI estimating that
it would reach 156
million in 2018.
The travel experience
is unique, and it’s
an experience that
holiday shoppers
can provide for their
loved ones who can’t
wait to dust off their

passports or simply
get in their cars and
drive to a favorite
destination near or far.
Airline miles: The
cost of airline tickets
can be prohibitive and
has deterred many
a would-be traveler
from visiting a dream
destination. However,
holiday shoppers with
ample airline miles on
their credit cards may
be able to transfer
those miles to a loved
one. Such a transfer
can dramatically
reduce the cost of
an airline ticket,
opening the door to
a wonderful travel
experience for a friend
or family member
who otherwise might
not be able to afford
a trip. Rules about
transferring miles vary
depending on the
airline, and transfer
fees may apply. But
this is a unique way to
give the gift of travel.
Gas card: Of course,

flying is not the only
way to get from point
A to point B. The gift
of free gasoline can
help road warriors
explore their passion
for the open road
without breaking the
bank. Gas prices tend
to rise during spring
and summer, so
make sure gift cards
purchased during the
holiday season won’t
expire before the
weather warms up.
Camera: Many people
feel the experience
of travel is best
documented through
photography. A brand
new camera that
can create better
photos than a typical
smartphone camera
can help travelers
more effectively
document their trips
while creating vivid
memories they can
enjoy for the rest of
their lives.
Ancestry kit: While
an ancestry kit might

not qualify as a
traditional experiential
gift, knowing one’s
ancestry might open
doors to future travels.
For example, many
countries’ citizenship
rules allow people
born overseas to apply
for citizenship if they
have a relative, such
as a grandparent,
who was born in the

country. Earning
foreign citizenship and
ultimately obtaining
a foreign passport
can simplify overseas
travel by helping them
avoid long lines at
customs. That can
inspire more people
to travel overseas.
In addition, people
often learn new and
surprising things about

their ancestry after
submitting ancestry
kits, which can prompt
trips to destinations
people otherwise
may never have
considered.

The experience of
travel can make for a
great holiday gift that
recipients may cherish
for the rest of their
lives.

Lawrence Orchards • 740-389-3019
2634 Smeltzer Rd. Marion, Oh 43302

01/31/20

Hours: Sun - Mon 12-4 • Tue Closed • Wed - Sat 10-6

OH-70158765

OH-70017249

• Gift Baskets
• Gift Box
• Mailers to
Friends & Family
Nationwide.
• Apples/Fresh Cider
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Various ways to let music lovers experience music

M

usic inspires
devoted fans across
the globe. Whether
a music lover can’t wait to
rock out to a favorite bad,
settle in for a classical
concert or visit a favorite
opera house, he or she no
doubt enjoys some form of
music every day.
Come the holiday season,
shoppers with music lovers
on their list can stoke their
loved ones’ passions for
music by giving them a
music experience they’ll
remember for a lifetime.
Concert tickets

Perhaps nothing appeals
to music lovers more than

popular season for outdoor
concerts, while winter
beckons many performers
indoors for concerts in more
intimate settings. If a loved
one likes a particular style
of music instead of a given
performer, then tickets to
a festival where many acts
perform on various stages
can make for the perfect
gift.
seeing a favorite performer
in person. Ask your loved
one’s parents, siblings or
significant others which
artist or artists they listen
to the most and then look
to see if they’re on tour.
Summer tends to be a

Lessons

Lessons make a great gift
for music fans who love
singing along or playing
air guitar with their favorite
acts. Local musicians and/
or school music teachers
often supplement their
incomes by offering lessons

Carrousel
ANTIQUES

on various instruments, from
piano to guitar to drums to
violin. Aspiring singers can
benefit from working with a
local voice coach.
A night out

A live music experience
is not limited to arenas,
amphitheaters or other
large scale venues. Many
local restaurants host live
music nights featuring local
musicians, while others may
host open mic nights that
can help aspiring musicians
get their music out there
while overcoming any
nerves they may have about
performing in front of a
crowd. Of course, few music
lovers can resist belting out

Old school gear

Many music devotees
insist that the best way to
experience recorded music
is on vinyl. While music
fans over 40 might know
how to spin the black circle,
younger fans might have no
such familiarity. A turntable
and some vinyl records can
open young music lovers’
eyes to a piece of musical
history, which might just be
music to their ears.

a non profit charitable event established 1997

FREE
Refreshments

December 1st - 30th
• Friday, Saturday & Sunday 6 p.m. -10 p.m.
• Monday -Thursday 6 p.m. -9:30 p.m.

Celebrating Over 22 Years

Come Join Us for an
Old Fashioned Celebration of the Holidays!

• CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE •

Donation of $5. 00 per car

Friday November 29 and Saturday November 30

Proceeds benefit
Wyandot County 4-H
Wyandot County EMS
City of Upper Sandusky Parks
Frank Shuleski for Youth Organizations

SALES THOUGHOUT THE SHOP!
Antique Glassware • Lamps
Linens • Antique Furniture
Jewelry • Collectibles
Vintage and More • 32 Dealers

OH-70158652

their favorite performers’
songs at a karaoke joint.
Research local karaoke
bars and invite some of
your loved one’s friends for
a memorable night out on
the town.

OH-70158638

419.522.0230
Mon. - Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12 - 5
118 N. Main Street • Mansﬁeld, Ohio

For information call 419-294-3556
Email fantasyoflights@gmail.com
www.UppersFantasyotLights.org
Upper’s Winter
Fantasy of Lights
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Crafty experiences for holiday gifts
O
ne of the challenges each
holiday season is coming
up with novel gifts for loved
ones. For those who seemingly
have it all and might not need
another Santa sweater or fruit
basket, an experience gift might be
the perfect fit.
Giving experiences can be fulfilling
for gifters and show recipients that
the gift was given ample thought.
There are no shortages of
experiences to offer. However,
people who enjoy arts and crafts
may enjoy being on the receiving
end of a crafty experience this year.

OH-70158641

Glass-blowing: Glass-blowing is an
art form that turns molten glass into
colorful and eye-catching pieces.
Blown glass can be transformed

into everything from wine goblets
to ornaments. Instructors can teach
gift recipients how to form glass
into desired finished products and
decorate them with swirls, patterns
and colors. Check with local glassblowing artisans (many are located
in tourist centers and seaside
towns) to find out if they offer
experience gifts.

how to create farmhouse crafts
take them through the step-bystep process of turning raw wood
boards and shelves into stained
and stenciled farmhouse-inspired
pieces. With clever sayings like
“Home is where our story begins” or
“Smith Family, Est. 2019,” it’s never
been easier to create custom pieces
in just a few hours.

Paint and sip: Paint and sip
businesses are thriving, as scores
of novice artists produce impressive
artwork while sipping a glass of
vino. A friend or a family member
who aspires to be the next Bob
Ross will likely enjoy a paint and
sip gift.

Pottery: Pottery studios can now
be found as stand-alone buildings
or as franchised establishments in
area shopping malls. Recipients can
choose among various projects and
walk away with a painted and fired
treasure that can be displayed for
years.

Farmhouse style crafts:
Businesses that teach individuals

Brewing: With the rise of craft
breweries, apprentice shops have

740-387-3277

turned up across the country. A
craft beer experience gift may be
just what a budding brewer needs to
start creating his or her own beers.
Craft-inspired experience gifts can
be customized for people with a
wide range of interests.
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Sports experiences top many fans’ holiday wish lists

G

Tickets

ame day is a big day for
sports fans. While the
anticipation in the days
before a big game can be exciting,
nothing can match the game itself.
When shopping for the sports fan
on their list this holiday season,
shoppers may want to go the
extra mile and gift a sports-based
experience. Experiential gifts are
rising in popularity. According
to a 2017 survey from The NPD
Group, a leading global information
company, 39 percent of holiday
shoppers in the United States
intended to purchase experiential
gifts for their loved ones that
year. Sports fans may love a new
jersey, but they would no doubt
really love a gift that makes them

Perhaps no sports experience is
more enjoyable to a true fan than
tickets to the big game. Tickets to
see a favorite team play make for a
great gift that fans may remember
for the rest of their lives. Purchase
at least two tickets so your loved
one has someone to make
memories with. Compare tickets
sold directly through the team to
those available through reputable
secondary market sellers like
StubHubTM and SeatGeek.
feel like they’re part of the action.
Shoppers who want to give a sports
experience to their favorite fanatic
this holiday season can consider
these ideas.

Come See Us on Small Business Day!

CANDLES
MELTERS
PURSES
SCARVES
CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS
HOME DECOR
NOELLE
CLOTHING

SAVE
25%

Y
YS ONL
TWO DA

FRIDAY
DEC. 6TH
11 AM-5 PM
•••

SATURDAY
DEC. 7TH

•••••••

BOOT
11 AM-3 PM
SOCKS
GARDENS AND GIFTS
OH-70158822

48 S. MAIN ST. • MT. GILEAD, OHIO | MONDAY-FRIDAY 12PM-5PM • SATURDAY 12PM-3PM

Lessons

Some fans not only want to watch
their favorite sports, but also play
them. For example, fans who follow
professional surfing might be able
to take their own abilities to the next
level after taking some lessons from
a local instructor. Many community
parks organizations even provide
affordable lessons for sports such
as cross country skiing, fishing and
cycling that can provide great value
to shoppers and gift recipients alike.

A Round
Golf fans who can’t get enough
of the PGA Tour® may dream of
playing a course once graced by
their favorite professional players.
The PGA Tour® holds events at
clubs across the globe, and many
of these clubs allow non-members
to play rounds for a fee. That fee
can be high, but avid golfers will be
sharing stories about a round at a
favorite course for the rest of their
lives.
Experiential gifts are tailor-made
for sports fans, making them ideal
options come the holiday season.
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Live theater can be a memorable gift experience

T

he experience of live theater is unlike
any other. Watching actors perform live
on stage can be a wonder to behold, and
many people even vividly recall the first play or
musical they attended.

According to a survey conducted by Nielsen
Scarborough in spring of 2016, more than 47
million Americans had attended a live theatre
event within the past month. No matter if one is
a lover of the arts or simply enjoys a night out on
the town, live theater can make for the perfect
holiday gift. Here’s how to make the gift of live
theater happen this season.
Enroll in a discount ticket program.
Explore the possibilities of discounted tickets
through employers, schools or professional
organizations. Groups offer perks like enrollment
in entertainment plans that are affiliated with
theaters across the country. Participation in
these clubs can offset the cost of tickets.
Tap into a person’s interests. Theater
shows run the gamut from serious dramas to
lighthearted musicals. Find a show that you think
fits the recipient. Many new musicals are based
on pop culture and can entertain just about
anyone. For example, “The Cher Show,” “Jersey
Boys,” “Beautiful,” and “Rock of Ages” have
tapped into popular music as the crux of the
storyline and can appeal to anyone who grew up
listening to certain performers.
Look close to home. While London’s West
End and Broadway in New York City are the
most renowned places for live theater, you
don’t have to stray far from home to find quality

performances. Many shows go on tours and visit
various big cities. If you live close to a college
campus or regional theater company, you can
probably find great, budget-friendly performances
nearby.
Make it a road trip. If your mantra is “go big
or go home,” then you can purchase tickets
for a show having a run on Broadway. Just be
sure to include the travel arrangements and
accommodations into the gift to make it worryfree for the recipient. Many Broadway tickets get

OH-70157053

Chappy’s hydrauliCs, llC
Hydraulic Hose Specialists

“You Breakum – We Makum”

discounted post-Christmas as a way to boost
tourism during winter months. Consider this as a
cost-saving measure.
Throw in a bonus. Ensure lasting memories
of live theater by including an original cast
recording soundtrack, script, book on which the
show was based, posters, or another memento
of the show.

Live theater is a holiday gift that keeps on giving
long after the curtain has come down.

HOFFMAN MEAT
PROCESSING

We now make car & truck brake hoses!

CUSTOM & WHOLESALE MEATS

Weatherhead • Hydraulic Hoses • Fittings
WixFilters • Strobe Lights • Spray-9 Products
Hydraulic Cylinders Repaired

PORK • LAMB • BEEF • POULTRY • FREEZING BEEF • SMOKING PROCESSING
FREEZING TRAIL STYLE BOLOGNA & PEPPERONI • GIFT CERTIFICATES

1325 N. Main St. • (740) 382-8552
Emergency (740) 802-1242
Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm • Sat: 8am-Noon

Located at 157 S. Fourth Street
Cardington, OH 43315
419-864-3994

Owner: Mike Hoffman
Open M-F 7 AM to 5 PM
& Sat 8 AM to Noon
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How to be a frugal holiday shopper
Holiday shoppers
may want to emphasize
being frugal this holiday
season. Here are some
strategies to follow.

T

he average American will
spend $700 on holiday gifts
and other trimmings this year,
totaling more than $465 billion says
the National Retail Federation. In a
2017 survey for CIBC, Canadians
said they were planning to spend
an average $643 on gifts and
another $300 on decor and
entertaining.
Such spending can compromise
household budgets, making the
post-holiday hangover that much
more difficult.
Establish a firm limit on gift
amounts. The more the merrier is
11/19/24 - OH
a popular a sentiment during the
holiday season, but spending more
on a gift doesn’t necessarily mean
it will be better received. Many
humorous, whimsical, practical, or
even glamorous gifts can be had for
$30 or less.

SINCE 1968

In business for over 51 years!

SELL - BUY - TRADE

Combine financial resources.
If there’s a splurge in mind for a
particular person on a list, find out
if someone else is willing to serve
as a co-gifter. For example, siblings
can chip in for a gift for Mom or
Dad if they have their sights set on
something expensive.

GUNS - AMMO - SCOPES - KNIVES
MUZZLELOADERS - ARCHERY - LIVE BAIT - TACKLE

r
Check out ou
y&
Black Frida cials!
g Spe
Deer Huntin

OVER 800 NEW & USED FIREARMS
IN STOCK AT REDUCED PRICES!
100 Norton Rd., Waldo, OH

740.726.2616
Open 7 Days a Week!

The holiday season is a joyous
but often expensive time of year.

Public Archery Range
1 Mile from Store!

OH-70159890

www.nortonsportinggoods.com

Consider a grab bag or secret gift
exchange. Families or groups of
friends can opt for a grab bag this
year. In such arrangements, each
person brings a gift worth no more
than a previously agreed on amount
of money, and individuals take turns
pulling gifts out of the bag. This is a
great way to stay within budget and
is a particularly helpful arrangement
for big families.
Shop all sales. Utilize sales to
your best advantage to score deals
on various items. Those who plan
ahead can shop off-season to help
stretch a budget over the course of
the year rather than over one or two
months.
Include some homemade gifts.
People with a talent for knitting or
crocheting can create blankets or
other gifts. Bakers can whip up
tasty, edible treats. The holidays
are a prime time to put your unique
talents to use and turn them into
beloved gifts.
The holidays certainly can be
expensive, but people can rein in
spending by acting frugally when
gifting.
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Eco-friendly
gift options

Purchase experiential gifts

When making holiday shopping lists,
think of gifts that offer experiences
rather than material goods. Gifts
that involve experiences, such
as going to a sporting event
or attending a play or musical,
decrease reliance on wrapping
paper. Such gifts also reduce
clutter in the recipient’s house and
conserve the resources otherwise
used to manufacture alternative
items that would have been
purchased. Experiential gifts that
also tap into environmental pursuits,
such as touring with an animal
rescue group, or accommodations
at a carbon-neutral hotel can be an
added bonus.
Opt for locally made gifts

Select gifts made by local artisans
or companies that operate
domestically. This cuts down on the
carbon emissions from having to

Give climate-friendly stocking
stuffers
Companies like Cool Effect offer
gifts for those looking to offset
carbon emissions through clever
funding. People can buy and offer
gifts that correlate to packages
like Costa Rican wind power or the
“poo package,” which funds biogas
digesters for family farms in India
that capture methane emissions
from cattle dung.
Get crafty
Gifts from the kitchen or ones
made by the giver can be crafted
from sustainable materials. They
also show how you care by taking
the time to customize a gift for the
recipient.
Avoid gag or useless gifts
Select gifts only with utility in mind.
Skip purchases that are made only
to beef-up the look of presents
under the tree or to make it appear
that gifting was more generous.
Items that a person cannot or will
not use will ultimately be relegated
to the trash, which is wasteful.
Wrap in reusable materials
Fancy wrapping paper certainly
looks nice, but choose other
materials that can be reused. Look
for decorative tins, boxes, fancy gift
bags, and other items that can be
reused for years to come.
Sustainability is possible during
a season of excess when gift
givers shop and wrap gifts with the
environment in mind.

You can buy a Holiday Utility Gift (HUG) and
credit the utility account of any Consolidated
member. They can be purchased in any
denomination.
You can stop by and pick up a form at either
the Mt. Gilead or Delaware office. Or you can
download and print a form from our Web site:

www.consolidated.coop.

OH-70157084

According to Stanford University,
Americans generate 25 percent
more trash between Thanksgiving
and New Year’s Eve than during the
rest of the year. While no one wants
to take anything away from the spirit
of holiday season, everyone can
take steps to make the holidays
more eco-friendly. In fact, there are
various eco-friendly gifts that can
make great presents and benefit the
environment at the same time.

ship products from long distances or
even overseas.

OH-70013734

T

he saying “the more the
merrier” certainly applies
during the holiday season. But
during a season of big gifts, extra
food and travel, “more” can exact a
heavy toll on the environment.
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15% OFF
All Pedal
Tractors!

Tool Sets!
Books and Puzzles!
SEE US TODAY! OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2019.

* $20 instant rebate available for every $100 of Ertl/TOMY products purchased, up to a $100 instant rebate. Offer applies to eligible products purchased
CHECK OFF YOUR GIFT LIST THIS HOLIDAY SEASON WITH CASE IH!
between November 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019 at participating Case IH dealers. Rebate is given as a line item discount from your dealer on the
Whether customer
you’re invoice
shopping
theOffer
hardsubject
worker,
the ortinkerer
or by
the
little
one,31,
up their
something
special.
at pointfor
of sale.
to change
cancellation
CNH
Industrial
atlight
its2019.
discretion.
Seeseason
your local with
Case IH
dealer for complete
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US
TODAY!
OFFER
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details and qualifications.
©2019 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights
Case IH
is a trademark
registered in 31,
the United
SEE reserved.
US TODAY!
OFFER
ENDS DECEMBER
2019.States and many other countries, owned by or licensed
to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or
* $20 instant rebate available for every $100 of Ertl/TOMY products purchased, up to a $100 instant rebate. Offer applies to eligible products purchased
licensed to CNH Industrial
N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com/na
MRC
between November 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019 at participating Case IH dealers. Rebate is given as a line item discount from your dealer on the
customer invoice at point of sale. Offer subject to change or cancellation by CNH Industrial at its discretion. See your local Case IH dealer for complete
details and qualifications.
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