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Cardington-Lincoln graduates 67seniors
By Andrew Carter
AIM Media Midwest

Andrew Carter | AIM Media Midwest

Graduates in the Cardington-Lincoln High School Class of
2019 toss their caps in the air in celebration following the
123rd commencement ceremony conducted on Sunday, June 2
at Dr. Lowell Murphy Gymnasium.

CARDINGTON — The
Cardington-Lincoln High School
community bid farewell to the
Class of 2019 during the 123rd
commencement ceremony on Sunday,
June 2.
Sixty-seven seniors received their
diplomas in front of a capacity crowd
of family and friends in Dr. Lowell
Murphy Gymnasium.
“I do have something to say about
good character,” said Principal Joseph
Mills during his remarks to the Class
of 2019. “You know, I want sunshine
and happiness to surround you.
I want you to be proud, dignified,
and true. Do unto others as you’d
have done unto you. Be courageous
and be brave.
“My charge to you is to set goals
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be kind. Don’t call names; share. As
we grew older, we learned that being
kind also meant to be inclusive and
to treat others the way you wanted to
be treated. Not to bully. Honor and
respect people.
“Now as we prepare to go out into
the world, that message becomes
even more important,” Curtis said.
“Neither these teachers, nor your
parents, will be monitoring how you
treat others. That’s all on you. There’s
a quote that says, ‘No matter how
educated, talented, rich, or cool
you think you are, how you treat
people ultimately shows who you
really are.’ How you treat people
ultimately shows who you really are.
Integrity is everything.”
Patrick, who plans to study
music education at Ohio Wesleyan
University in Delaware, used the
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for your life that are yours,” Mills
said. “Make friends with like-minded
people with similar interests that are
motivated to be the best at what they
set out to be. To you, the graduates
of the Class of 2019, I offer my
congratulations for your commitment,
for challenges conquered, for projects
completed, for goals reached, and
even surpassed.”
Valedictorian Aubrey J. Curtis and
salutatorian Grace Elaine Patrick
addressed their classmates. During
her speech, Curtis offered a simple
reminder for her fellow graduates.
“My message is simply a reminder;
a reminder of something we have
been taught since we were little kids
— always be kind,” said Curtis, who
plans to attend Ashland University
and study mathematics. “When we
started kindergarten, we were told to
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following portion from President
Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg
Address” as the basis for her
message to her classmates: “The
world will little note, nor long
remember what we say here, but
it can never forget what they did
here.”
“We have to remember what
we’ve done in high school; how
we’ve lived and grown up and
become who we are,” Patrick
said. “We can’t forget the lessons
our teachers have taught us. And
not just algebra, government, or
English, but the lessons on how to
be good people. And we can’t forget
the things we’ve learned from high
school in general, even outside of
class.
“But even though we’ve spent the
last four years trying to figure out
who we are, you don’t have to stay
who you are right now,” Patrick
said. “College is a chance to make a
new you. If you don’t like who you
are now or what your reputation
may be, you can totally reinvent
yourself when you get to college
or to your job or whatever you’re
doing. Become who you truly want
to be. Stop waiting for the right
time or the right group of people to
come around. Go out there and be
you.”
Superintendent Brian Petrie
told the audience that local donors
presented a total of $95,250 in
scholarship funds to the Class of
2019. The presentations were made
during Senior Night.

The following students were
recognized as the Top 10 in the
class: Paige Amanda Clinger,
Aubrey J.
Curtis, Delisa Michelle Goodman,
Dylan Duane Goodman, Katelyn
Leigh Lester, Maci A. Morgan,
Grace Elaine Patrick, Gabrielle H.
Snodgrass, Sebastian Stolpa, and
Haley Wheeler. Guidance counselor
Carey Ballinger presented the Top
10 to the audience.
The following students were
recognized for completing studies
at Tri-Rivers Career Center in
Marion: Allison Marcell Arnold,
Jakob Parker Edgell, Zakary
Alexander Heimlich, Katona ShyAnne Hickman, Abigail Lorimer,
Clayton Miller, Gregory Osborne,
and Addie R. Wilhelm. Principal
Carol Bebout represented TRCC at
the ceremony.
The following students are
members of the National Honor
Society: Paige Abagail Artz, Paige
Amanda Clinger, Aubrey J. Curtis,
Delisa Michelle Goodman, Dylan
Duane Goodman, Katelyn Leigh
Lester, Brianna G. McConnell,
Jacelyn Ella Mills, Grace Elaine
Patrick, Heather Rene Sparkman,
Branden D. Steckel, and Sebastian
Stolpa.
Clinger, president of the 2019
senior class, led her fellow
graduates in turning the tassels
on their caps to conclude the
ceremony. Troy Ruehrmund,
president of the board of education,
presented diplomas to each senior.
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Cardington-Lincoln High School’s top 10 seniors for 2019
are, back row, from left: Sebastian Stolpa, Katie Lester, Paige
Clinger, Grace Patrick and Dylan Goodman. Front row: Gabrielle
Snodgrass, Maci Morgan, Delisa Goodman, Haley Wheeler and
Aubrey Curtis.
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Cardington-Lincoln High School seniors are all smiles after class president Paige
Clinger led them in the turning of their tassels to conclude the commencement
ceremony.

Andrew Carter | AIM Media Midwest

Valedictorian Aubrey J. Curtis
poses for a photograph after
receiving her diploma during
Andrew Carter | AIM Media Midwest the 123rd Cardington-Lincoln
The Cardington-Lincoln High School band plays “Pomp and Circumstance” during High School commencement
ceremony.
the commencement ceremony.

Way to go Class of 2019
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Gilead Christian School graduates trio
“Trust in the Lord” is the theme
By Alberta Stojkovic

MOUNT GILEAD — Salutatorian
Madison Fry set the theme for the 2019
class at Gilead Christian School graduation Friday evening May 31.
Fry will begin her studies of heavy
equipment at trade school this summer
where she will learn skills in hands-on
mechanical subjects. She thanked the
GCS community for their support and
had words of encouragement for each of
her classmates.
Valedictorian Kristen Mosher spoke
about the close bonds of the school and
class. Her speech was short and filled
with thanks for teachers and classes that
“taught me so much about God.”
Mosher hopes to go into the mission
field.
The class chose Gabe Cabanillas as
their speaker. He was their teacher who
is a musician, composer, worship leader
and graduate of Ohio Northern.
Cabanillas said he “lives off the beaten
path in Marengo” and had the crowd

laughing about a humorous story he told
concerning an experience he had changing a tire in the rain.
“What is our song in the midst of hardships and trials?” Cabanillas asked the
graduates.
He went on to ask if we are willing to
live in obedience and devotion to God,
even in times of trial and tribulation. He
warned graduates that the next season in
their life would be “like a minefield.”
He said that there is power in knowing
the authority of the word of God.
Graduates received their diplomas
from GCS Administrator Bryan Potteiger, School Board President, Brad Snow
and Elder in Education Greg Carnes.
William Hallbrook, father of graduate
Micah Hallbrook, closed the graduation with a blessing for the graduates in
Hebrew. Hallbrook is Senior Rabbi for
Sar Shalom Messianic Congregation in
Mansfield. He and Micah will travel for
several weeks next fall in Israel.
Parents, family and friends enjoyed a
cake and punch reception served by the
class of 2019 following the ceremony.

Gilead Christian School 2019 graduates Madison
Fry, Micah Hallbrook and Kristen Mosher.

Kristen Mosher was one of 3 students to graduate
May 31 from Gilead Christian School.

The Sentinel

Family and friends share in the experience at GCS graduation.

Gilead Christian School graduated 3 students May 31.

Photos by Alberta Stojkovic | The Sentinel
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It was a sunny, but very breezy, day for 137 Highland High School seniors at graduation. Seniors toss their caps into the air following graduation at Highland June 2.
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Highland’s 137graduates celebrate under sunny skies
By Alberta Stojkovic
The Sentinel
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and quoted Babe Ruth.
Ruth said, “Never let the fear of striking out get in
your way.” There will be ups and downs and failures in
finding success.
Schwartz ended with a quote from Dr. Seuss, “Kid,
you will move mountains.”
“Let’s go move some mountains,” Schwartz said as
she wrapped up her speech.
Seventeen seniors were recognized for honor
diplomas and Ohio Scholars Association membership.
See celebrate | 6
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SPARTA — Dark, heavy clouds hung over the
football field at Highland High School where chairs
were set out for senior graduation Sunday, June 2.
Parents and friends of the graduates drifted into the
stands with umbrellas, worried they would be caught in
a downpour. Just before the program began, the clouds
were blown away and sunshine flooded the field.
Honor student Ben Rinehart welcomed parents,
faculty, friends and school board members, following

the National Anthem.
Student speeches were given by Brock Veley
and Mary Schwartz. Veley reminisced about class
shenanigans from fifth grade through high school.
He recalled the times they argued about whether
Chesterville or Marengo were better schools.
He concluded expressing confidence that the
members of the class of 2019 would be successful in
whatever endeavor they would choose.
Schwartz thanked parents, faculty and her classmates
for their support and encouragement through the years.
She encouraged classmates not to be afraid to take risks

20 S. Main St. Marengo
419-253-0221

“If you
don’t see
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Celebrate
From page 5

Larry Hickman of Tri-Rivers Career
Center recognized Tri-Rivers
graduates and gave special honors to
the top five Career Center seniors.
Science teacher Scott Pauley
gave recognition for academic
accomplishments. More than half
of the class of 137 students plans to
attend colleges and universities with
others attending technical and trade
schools. Several will join the military
and some have jobs in the workforce.
Quite a few will attend The
Ohio State University and Marion
Technical College where many
have received college credit
already. Others will attend Kent
State, Bowling Green University,
University of Toledo and a variety of
private colleges including Kenyon,
Ashland, Clemson and Mount
Vernon Nazarene University.
Highland High School Principal
Nathan Huffman presented the class
before each was presented their
diploma by mathematics teacher
Shawn Wilhelm. Honor student
Chris Lott lead the class in the
changing of the tassels and counted
down before caps were thrown in the
air.
The Highland High School
Concert Band under the
direction of Amy Tomasek played
the Processional “Pomp and
Circumstance,” “Loch Lomond,”
and the Recessional “The Great
Highland Pipes.”

Photos by Alberta Stojkovic | The Sentinel

It was a sunny, but very breezy, day for 137 Highland High School seniors at graduation.
Seniors toss their caps into the air following graduation at Highland June 2.

Honor student Mary Schwartz speaks to graduates.

NJROTC Color Guard proceeded the graduates.

Highland graduates make adjustments and visit
before the graduation program.

Honor student Brock Veley speaks to Highland
graduates.

Way to Go Seniors!
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Mount Gilead seniors savor a last moment with classmates.

Nicholas McKinney with his granddad Sherer and grandma
Sharon Lowell.

Photos by Alberta Stojkovic | The Sentinel

Nathan Johnson, who gave the Salutatory address
at Mount Gilead commencement.

Mount Gilead class of 2019 shows accomplishment WAY TO GO SENIORS
The Sentinel

MOUNT GILEAD — Mount Gilead
seniors entered a packed gym for their
Commencement Program Saturday,
June 8. Five seniors who participated in
the program were class Salutatorians,
and along with the Valedictorian, a
total of 15 in the class receiving honors
diplomas.
Class President Jadyn Shipman
welcomed parents and friends following
the class processional played by the
Mount Gilead Concert band.
The student message was given by
Noah Tuggle and Emily Knight led the
audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Casey White introduced the school
board members, district administrators
and other guests.
The Senior Audition Choir directed
by Randy Mann sang the Star Spangled
Banner a cappella and the audition
choir with seniors singing in their last

performance, sang “For just a little
while.”
Principal Deb Clauss introduced
the seven salutatorians who all had
a greater than a 4.0 verage. She also
reported the university they will attend
and their major. They are: Katherine
“Katie” Seckel who plans to attend Ohio
University, Jordan Levings to attend
University of Akron, Noah Tuggle at The
Ohio State University, Jayden Shipman
also OSU, Emily Knight will take a year
off and plans to enter early childhood
education, and Casey White plans to
enter Swarthmore College.
Nathan Johnson delivered the
Salutatory address for the class. Johnson
is a National Merit Scholar with plans
to go to the University of Oklahoma and
major in Mechanical Engineering. Clauss
noted that Johnson has been active in
many activities in addition to completing
an engineering project at RAMTEC and
being National Merit Scholar.
Clauss got a laugh from the audience
when she said, “Nathan works on a dairy

farm in his spare time.”
Johnson began his speech thanking
teachers for teaching that “it is
important to do what brings us
happiness.” He also thanked parents and
acknowledged the accomplishments of
individual classmates.
Johnson ended with a quote by Dr.
Seuss, “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile
because it happened.”
Valedictorian Stephanie Smith plans
to attend Ohio University and hopes
to march in their band. Smith received
honors in solo and ensemble contests,
received the Ohio Honors Diploma and
received college credit from Marion
Technical College where she was
Valedictorian and Graduated Summa
Cum Laude.
“You choose your path in life, whether
rich or poor,” Smith said. “There are no
excuses.”
“Choose to be kind as well as
successful,” Smith concluded.
See accomplishment | 8
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Accomplishment
From page 7

Also receiving acknowledgement for
Honors Diploma and National Honor
Society were: Clair Alison Butcher, Indie
Jones, Joslin McDonald, Morgan Murphy,
Connor Page, Sy Shipman, Micah Tuggle
and Kyle White. Receiving honors for
National Technical Honor Society were:
Hailey Nichole Dean, Makayla Hill and
Meaghan McGill.
“This class is an academically enriched
group,” said Clauss before diplomas were
awarded. Sixty-three percent will go on
to four-year and two-year colleges and
universities, 17 percent will enter the
armed services and 20 percent will enter
the workforce.

Photos by Alberta Stojkovic | The Sentinel Valedictorian Stephanie Smith.

Hats tossed high in celebration at the conclusion Mount Gilead seniors ready to receive diplomas
of the Mount Gilead High School commencement. June 8.

Seniors sing in their last performance with the Audition Choir.

6437 CR 20 Mt. Gilead
419-946-7908
Lilly@redbird.net

OH-70129651

OH-70131343

CONGRATS SENIORS!

Graduation 2019

Morrow County Sentinel

Wednesday, June 19, 2019

9

Northmor features 10 valedictorians
By Anthony Conchel

aconchel@AIMmediamidwest.com

IBERIA — Northmor High School’s 10
valedictorians knew that teamwork would
be required during the commencement
exercises June 2.
Principal Benjamin Bethea presented
those students among the 71 graduates.
“We had 10 valedictorians this year.
So they had to team up on this speech,
which is no surprise for this group,” he
said in introducing Aaron Berg, Alyson
Blunk, Christopher Bood, Elizabeth
Mayton, Hunter Mills, Anthony Petulla,
Isabelle Szulewski, Lillian Tate, Ryland
Thomas and Brent White.
Each student took a turn reading from
the prepared remarks.
“Johnsville and Iberia kids met for the
first time, and for a while there was a
division. But we became best friends.
We didn’t know that the 9 other people
would be here and become classmates
and friends.
“We are so unique. This class set
academic and broke athletic records.”
Bethea said the graduating class is
special.
“As they graduate and reflect on
their academic accomplishments,
they will realize the enormity of their
accomplishments,” he said.
He noted that Tate exemplified the
Photos by Anthony Conchel | The Sentinel
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Northmor had 71 graduates, including 10 valedictorians, at its commencement ceremony.
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Northmor High School graduates celebrated
commencement June 2.
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See valedictorians | 10

Family and friends attended Northmor’s
graduation ceremony June 2.
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Valedictorians
From page 9

class’ determination.
“Lily had 77 at-bats in softball and
not once did she swing and miss a ball,”
Bethea said.
Paul Trouten earned all-state choir
honors.
Salutatorian Anna Donner noticed
something in addition to academic and
athletic excellence.
“I’m proud of your willingness to help
others, including someone with car
trouble in the parking lot,” she said.
Sierra Arthur, co-vice president of the
class of 2019, opened the program.
“We have made lasting friendships
through high school, and now we walk
into this new chapter of our lives,” she
said. “I feel very lucky to be from such a
close-knit community. We will make a big
impact on the world for good. I’m proud
of this group. We did it.”
See valedictorians | 11
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Northmor High School graduates celebrated commencement
June 2.
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Valedictorians
From page 10
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Superintendent Chad Redmon
welcomed parents and thanked them
for their role in education. He also
thanked faculty and staff.
“This senior class has left quite an
impact on this school district,” he said.
Bood, class treasurer, gave the
closing remarks.
“Four years ago I sat here as an
eighth grader watching my sister
give the valedictorian speech. I didn’t
know what high school would be like.
Now we leave as young adults with
memories of a lifetime,” he said.
The class advisor is math teacher
Lisa Keddie. Class flower is the
sunflower. Class song is All Star by
Smash Mouth.
The class motto is: “And I knew
exactly what to do. But in a much
more real sense, I had no idea what to
do,” from Michael Scott.
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YOU DID IT!
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You worked hard.
You persevered. You graduated!
Congratulations on this wonderful achievement.
We hope your big day is special in every way,
and we wish you happiness and success
as you follow your dreams into the future.
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