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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After claiming a KMAC title and fin-
ishing with a 23-2 record last year, the 
Northmor boys’ basketball team will 
need a number of new varsity contribu-
tors to contribute if they want to main-
tain that level of success.

The Golden Knights graduated four 
of their five starters from last year’s 
team, as well as their top two per-
formers off the bench. Tyler and Kyle 
Kegley now are playing at Lourdes 
University, while Brock Pletcher is at 
Wilmington College and Meechie John-
son, Lane Bachelder and Eason Neal 
also are lost to graduation.

Junior Blake Miller is the team’s 
returning starter. He averaged nine 
points and six rebounds per outing last 
year. Head coach Zach Ruth will be 
looking at a number of varsity newcom-
ers to provide production for the team 

this winter.
Seniors Cole Dille, Aaron Berg, Zane 

Parrott and D’Marcus Hudson will be 
on the varsity, along with juniors Logan 
Randolph, Hunter Mariotti and Alex 
Tuttle; sophomore Kooper Keen and 
freshman Amil Upchurch.

“We want to grow and mature, stay 
healthy and be in contention to be 
in the league race for a third straight 
championship,” said Ruth of wanting 
to keep the success going at North-
mor. After sharing a league title with 
Cardington in the 2016-17 season, the 
Golden Knights claimed sole posses-
sion of it last year.

To stay at the top of the KMAC, Ruth 
feels his team will need to overcome 
some strong competition, citing High-
land, Fredericktown and Centerburg as 
teams to look out for this year.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Northmor looks to 
reload behind new talent

Courtesy Photo | Unique Images of Ohio
Northmor’s boys’ basketball team is in the above picture.

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

While Northmor girls’ basketball 
coach Freddy Beachy did graduate 
three players from last year’s 8-14 
team, he does return three letter-win-
ners who combined for 29 points an 
outing last year.

Senior Addie Farley tallied 15 per 
game of that total, while junior Juli-
anna Ditullio contributed eight points 
a night and junior Macy Miracle added 
six.

They will be joined on varsity by a 

number of newcomers. Beachy cited 
juniors Cassidy Healea, Sabrina Kelley 
and Micheala Zeger and freshmen Lexi 
Wenger and Reagan Swihart as girls 
he’s expecting contributions from.

“Our goals are to stay healthy, com-
pete in every game and play as a team,” 
said the coach.

In the KMAC, Beachy expects to see 
Cardington and Danville competing for 
the top spot in league play.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Northmor returns 
offensive production

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Northmor’s girls’ basketball team is pictured above.
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After going 14-9 last year, Highland 
boys’ basketball coach Chris Powell is 
looking forward to another strong sea-
son.

The squad returns Mack Anglin, who 

was a first-team pick by the KMAC 
and District 11, a second-team Central 
District selection and an honorable men-
tion all-state player. Also back are Chase 
Carpenter, who is the team’s captain, 
and Andrew Wheeler, a point guard who 

Scot boys working to continue improvement

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Highland’s boys’ basketball team is in the above picture.

See SCOT | 4

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Returning six letter-winners from last 
year’s 9-14 team gives Mount Gilead 
girls’ basketball coach Ryan Stover 
reasons to believe his squad will be able 
to move up in the league standings.

Madison Fitzpatrick was named 
to the first team in District 11 and 
the second team in the KMAC last 
year after leading the team with 13.5 
points per game, as well as 1.3 assists, 
three steals and five rebounds. Dakota 
Shipman also earned hardware last 
year as an honorable mention selection 
in District 11 and the KMAC. She 
averaged eight points, one assist, 1.2 

Lady Indians have plenty coming back

Courtesy Photo | Gwen Shipman

Pictured is the girls’ 
basketball team for Mount 
Gilead High School.

See COMING | 10
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3 Generations Serving Cardington

led the team in assists and minutes last 
year.

While the team graduated Kaleb 
Phillips and Chris Branham, who 
both received postseason accolades 
following their senior season, Powell 
has plenty of new talent to provide 
varsity contributions.

Noah Dado returns after missing 
his junior season with injuries, 
while Ian Taylor transferred from 
Big Walnut. Also, juniors Ty Stiffler, 
Branton Howard and Clay Schindley 
will be looking for key varsity 
minutes.

“We have lots of returning 
experience with several guys who 
have played multiple years of varsity 
basketball,” said the coach. “We feel 
good about playing 10 or 11 guys this 
season if we need to.”

Powell expects Northmor and 
Centerburg to be at the top of the 
league. He hopes his team is in the 
mix and also is hoping for a bit more 
tournament success than in past 
years.

“Conference play will be interesting 
as many teams have lost top guys, 
but we know that there is young 
talent across the board and all KMAC 
teams will be ready to compete when 
league play starts,” he said, noting 
his players need to learn to handle 
the pressure of competing with the 

quality Columbus schools his team 
will have to match up against in 
the Division II playoffs. “We’re still 
looking to close out crucial games 
in the fourth quarter and win a 
tournament game for the first time in 
a number of years.”

To help with that, the team has a 
rugged non-conference schedule that 
includes Mount Vernon, Centennnial, 
DeSales, Buckeye Valley, River Valley, 
Ontario, Pleasant and Bloom Carroll.

“Our players have worked 
extremely hard this summer to 
prepare for the upcoming schedule,” 
he said. “Our basketball IQ and 
willingness to run our system is 
critical for the third year of our 
program. We are excited about what 
our guys bring to the table. We have 
seen tremendous growth in our 
fundamentals, which will allow us to 
do a variety of things on the floor.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 3 

Scot Northmor girls’ bowling team“Our basketball IQ and 
willingness to run our system 
is critical for the third year of 
our program. We are excited 
about what our guys bring to the 
table. We have seen tremendous 
growth in our fundamentals, 
which will allow us to do a 
variety of things on the floor.”

— Chris Powell,
Highland boys’ basketball coach

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Pictured is the girls’ bowling team at Northmor.

Cardington boys’ bowling team

Courtesy Photo | Lifetouch
Pictured is the boys’ bowling team at Cardington.
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After graduating three girls out of last 
year’s rotation, Cardington girls’ bas-
ketball coach Jamie Edwards will have a 
mix of veteran players and freshmen as 
he attempts to keep his team at the top 
of the league standings.

The Pirates, who went 22-2 last year, 
graduated Sage Brannon, Kyndall Spires 
and Alex Maceyko. Brannon and Spires 
both finished their careers with over 
1000 points and earned conference Play-
er of the Year accolades while in high 
school, as well as many other accolades.

However, five girls return to the team. 
Senior guard Kynlee Edwards (10 points, 
five steals and four assists per game, 
as well as 87 deflections) and junior 
forward Casey Bertke (14.3 points, 9.1 

Lady Pirates working to maintain success

Courtesy Photo | Lifetouch
The Cardington Lady Pirates will try to stay at the top of the league this season.

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With eight wrestlers back with district 
experience, Mount Gilead coach Mike 
Williamson has a lot of returning fire-
power this year, despite losing a trio of 
district-qualifying seniors from last year’s 
squad.

While three-time district qualifier 
Kaleb Fisher and two-time qualifiers 
Tyler Cooper and Hunter Trimmer, who 
also was a league champion, are gone, 
the team has a lot returning.

Seniors Nate Weaver and Brandon 
Strickland were league champs and 
district qualifiers last year. Two other 
seniors, Lane Carpenter and Zach 
McCallen, were both injured last year, 
but advanced to districts as juniors.

Mount Gilead wrestlers return eight with district experience

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Pictured above is the Mount Gilead wrestling team.

See SUCCESS | 9

See RETURN | 9
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• Tri-Rivers is a proud partner in the community.
Our graduates typically remain in the community becoming vital 
members of our local workforce. Without a doubt, good schools 
producing work-ready graduates maintain our quality of life.
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businesses and corporations in the region like Honda and Whirlpool 
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• Tri-Rivers is a proud partner in the community.
Our graduates typically remain in the community becoming vital 
members of our local workforce. Without a doubt, good schools 
producing work-ready graduates maintain our quality of life.

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With six returning letter-winners, the 
Highland girls’ basketball team is hoping 
to continue improving in the win column.

Under head coach Whitney Levering 
Smith, the team went from seven wins 
in 2015 to eight in 2016 before finishing 
last year’s campaign with a 10-14 mark.

Returning are Madison Cecil, Brook-
lyn Baird, Gena West, Raven Tilford, 

Darcie Walters and Savannah Fitzpatrick. 
The coach feels all of those players has a 
lot to offer the team.

“Cecil has great leadership qualities on 
the court and can be either a creator or 
scorer,” she said. “Baird is our defensive 
energizer. She does a great job of playing 
full court and can create turnovers into 
baskets, while inspiring the other players 
on the court to pick up their defensive 
intensity. They will both continue to lead 

us on the court with the help of our two 
returning post players, junior Gena West 
and our senior, Raven Tilford.”

Levering Smith went on to say that 
both West and Tilford complement 
each other on the court and that both 
of them, as well as Cecil and Baird, 
saw a significant amount of court time 
last season. She added that Walters 

Highland girls have committed team ready for the new season

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Pictured is Highland’s girls’ basketball team for the upcoming winter sports season.

See TEAM | 11
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first year as Mount Gilead’s head 
boys’ basketball coach, Dan Strasser will 
return a good number of lettermen.

Senior Mason Mollohan was a first-team 
pick in the KMAC and District 11 and a 
third-team selection by the Central Dis-
trict after finishing with 17.6 points, 10.3 
rebounds and 2.4 blocks per game. He also 
connected on over half his shots from the 
field.

Seniors Nick Dyer, Adam Linder, Bran-
don Stevens, Micah Tuggle and Brad Land-
on also return, as does junior Liam Dennis.

MG boys need players to step up
Mount Gilead’s boys’ 
basketball team is in the 
above picture.

Courtesy Photo | Gwen ShipmanSee STEP | 9
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After a season in which his Northmor 
wrestling team was a regional champion 
in the state duals tournament, as well as 
winning the individual sectional tourna-
ment and finishing second at districts — 
claiming four state placers in the process 
— Scott Carr is hoping for another suc-
cessful year with the Golden Knights.

While the team did graduate some big 
names from last year’s team, they return 
eight letter-winners, including two of 
those state placers. Conor Becker was 
54-5 last year. After winning both the 
league and sectional meets, he wound up 
third in the state. Gavin Ramos capped 

Two state placers back for Knights

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
The Northmor wrestling team is out to defend their KMAC title this year.

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first season as head coach for 
the Cardington boys’ basketball team, 
Nick Withrow will have a lot of return-
ing players, giving reason to believe the 
Pirates will improve upon last year’s 3-21 
mark.

Senior Dylan Goodman received hon-
orable mention recognition from the 
KMAC after averaging 4.5 points and 
4.1 rebounds per game. Sophomore Trey 
Brininger had 7.8 points, 3.5 rebounds 
and 1.6 assists per contest and classmate 
Avery Harper added 6.3 points, 2.0 
rebounds and 1.3 assists.

Seniors Logan Doubikin and Brandon 

Cardington boys bring back experience

Courtesy Photo | Lifetouch
Pictured above is Cardington’s boys’ basketball team for the 2018-19 season.

See STATE | 11

See BRING | 9
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Gold Standard

Steckel, juniors Garrett Linkous and Cay-
man Spires and sophomore Mason White 
all also contributed stats to last year’s 
squad; while senior Sebastian Stolpa and 
juniors Danny Vaught and Josh Shook 
also are back for the 2018-19 season.

New to the varsity are Jared Wardlaw, 
Jacob Spires and Kyle Snyder. The team 
will have to replace a pair of last year’s 
cont   ributors, as Garrett Wagner and 
Daniel Kill both graduated. Wagner was 
a first-team KMAC pick who averaged 
15.8 points, 4.9 rebounds and 3.1 assists 
per outing, while Kill added 3.3 points, 
3.2 rebounds and 1.8 assists.

“Our objective is to get to a point 

where we compete in all aspects of the 
game in every game that we play,” said 
the coach. “We have to develop into 
smart, tough basketball players. We have 
some returning letter-winners coming 
back and expect them to help us turn the 
page and build this program in the direc-
tion that we all want it to go.”

In league play, Withrow feels his 
Pirates will be tested by a number of 
quality teams throughout the season.

“It’s my first year in the league, but the 
top teams from last year will be tough 
once again,” he said. “There are many 
very talented players that are back that 
will be fun to go against. It should be a 
pretty balanced and competitive league 
this year with multiple teams pushing for 
a league championship.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 8

Bring

rebounds and 2.5 blocks per game) both 
earned All-Ohio recognition, among 
other awards. Senior guard Paige 
Clinger (five points, four rebounds, two 
steals and two assists) was an honorable 
mention pick in the KMAC and District 
11. Junior forward Hannah Wickline 
contributed five points, five rebounds 
and one block and senior guard Tay-
lor Reppart added four points, two 
rebounds and one steal. Edwards (Uni-
versity of Findlay) and Reppart (Heidel-
berg University) both are committed to 
play at the next level.

Edwards also has a number of fresh-
men looking to step into varsity roles, 
citing guards Beth Hardwick and 
Dana Bertke and point guards Kambry 
Edwards and Karsyn Edwards as poten-
tial contributors.

“We have a dynamic freshman class 
with five to six freshmen that could con-
tribute on varsity this year,” he said.

However, the coach feels his experi-
ence will be most crucial to the team’s 

success this season.
“We return a senior all-state point 

guard, Kynlee Edwards, who has been 
in the starting line-up since day one of 
her freshman season,” he said. “We also 
return an all-state post player, Casey 
Bertke, who has also started every game 
of her career. We bring back senior 
Paige Clinger, who has been in the start-
ing line-up since mid-freshman year. We 
will lean a lot on the experience these 
three bring to the table.”

The coach noted that his team isn’t 
the only team in the league that lost a 
lot of talent, saying that any number of 
teams could wind up competing for a 
KMAC title. He said that Danville and 
Highland both have size and experi-
enced coaches, while Centerburg and 
Fredericktown could wield vastly differ-
ent looks with new coaching staffs on 
board.

“As always, we are looking to compete 
for a league championship,” he said. 
“We feel we have a talented enough ros-
ter to hopefully compete for a district 
championship, as well.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 5

Success

The team will have to make up for 
the graduation of two key players from 
last year’s team, which finished with 
an 11-12 record. Jason Bolha finished 
with 19 points per game, as well as 3.6 
assists, 3.2 rebounds and 1.8 steals; 
while Seth Young added 10.3 points, 5.3 
rebounds and 3.5 assists. Stepping into 
varsity spots will be juniors Joel .Butter-
man and Nate Rogers and sophomore 
Jackson Huffer.

Strasser said that a big factor in his 
team’s performance this year will be 
established players stepping into larger 
roles.

“Overall, our team wants to compete 

for a KMAC championship,” he said. 
“In order to do that, we have to contin-
ue to work on our offensive efficiency 
and our defensive intensity. We have 
many guys that have been role players 
for most of their careers and they are 
going to have to step up to new identi-
fied roles. If we can stay focused on 
getting better each and every day in 
practice, we hope to be playing some 
meaningful games in February.”

In the conference, Strasser said that 
Northmor still has some quality players 
returning from last year’s champion-
ship team, while Centerburg, Freder-
icktown and Highland also are teams 
to look out for.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 7

Step

Also back are junior district qualifier 
Tristan Stewart and sophomore quali-
fiers Josh Sullivan, Chuy Rubio and 
Andy Williamson. Williamson was a 
district placer last year, while Sullivan 
was both a league and sectional cham-
pion.

On top of those returnees, the coach 
also has a number of newcomers look-
ing to make their name on the varsity 
squad. Senior Josh Brown, juniors 
Ethan Preston and Blaise Bentley, 

sophomores Cory Fricke and Joey Lin-
naberry and freshmen Justin Dending-
er, Isaiah Fisher and Josh Weaver all 
are also on the team.

“We want to maximize our senior 
experience mixed in with our younger 
guys so that they can learn,” said Wil-
liamson. “Move our JV kids up as 
quick as possible to fight for a varsity 
spot. We’re looking to fight for a league 
title and put guys in the state meet.”

In the KMAC, Williamson said that 
Northmor, the defending champions, 
look to be strong.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 5

Return
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Cardington wrestling team

Cardington girls’ bowling team

Northmor boys’ bowling team
The boys’ bowling 
team at Northmor 

is in the above 
picture.

Highland wrestling team

steals and 4.5 rebounds per contest.
Also returning are Holly Gompf (seven 

points, one assist, 1.2 steals and three 
rebounds per game), Samantha Sullivan 
(four points, 5.5 rebounds), Zoie Barron 
(two points, two rebounds) and Alexis 
McCoy (two points, 1.2 steals and 3.5 

rebounds). Stover also expects senior 
Skylar Edwards and sophomores Izzy 
Schroeter and Emarah Miller to help pro-
vide varsity depth this season.

“With everyone coming back, we look 
to keep building and hope some experi-
ence shows up,” said Stover. “We want to 
compete for the top of the league.”

In the league, the coach feels Carding-
ton is the team to beat.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 3

Coming

Courtesy Photo | Lifetouch
In the above picture is the Cardington wrestling team.

Courtesy Photo | Lifetouch
Cardington’s girls’ bowling team is pictured above.Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Pictured above is Highland’s wrestling team.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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a 45-13 season with a league title and 
eighth-place finish at state.

Tony Martinez (40-10) won the 
league meet and was a state alternate, 
while Austin Amens, Dale Brocwell 
and Eli Davis all were district quali-
fiers. Amens (35 wins) and Brocwell 
also were league runners-up. Also let-
tering were Mike Delaney and Justin 
Kitts.

Carr noted the team will miss its 
four varsity graduates, all of whom 
were at least district qualifiers. Conan 
Becker was 53-3 last year and finished 
second in state on his way to mov-
ing on to the Kent State program. 

The three-time state placer and team 
captain’s 183 career wins are second 
in school history to Tyler Heminger’s 
190. Aaron Kitts had 40 wins last year 
and placed sixth in state. He was a 
100-plus match winner in his career. 
Also graduated are Tyson Moore and 
Austin Wheeler, who both finished as 
runner-up in the league.

However, the team has a lot of new 
wrestlers looking to fill those spots in 
the rotation. Niko Christo was a junior 
high state placer, while Marcus Cortez, 
Trenton Ramos, Gavin Whited, Bran-
don Planey and Hunter Brookover also 
are out for the sport.

Carr has high hopes for the team this 
winter, listing a lot of goals, includ-
ing being KMAC champs, sectional 
champs, regional team dual champs, 
district champs and placing in the top 

10 in the state meet.
In the league, the coach feels High-

land and Mount Gilead will be the 
other teams to look out for.

“We return seven KMAC placers,” 
said Carr. “Combine that with our 

incoming freshmen and newcomers 
and we should be a strong contender 
for the KMAC title.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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and Fitzpatrick “will continue to be 
great role players on the court, doing 
whatever is necessary to win the game.”

The team did graduate Kenzie Fuller 
and Erica Sardinha, giving Highland a 
pair of big holes to fill, as they played 
integral roles in their success.

“We have quite a few upcoming 
players learning new roles, including 

junior Brooklyn Geiger and Mattie 
Ruehrmund, who will be bringing 
their experience of leading the JV 
team up to the varsity this year,” said 
Levering Smith. “Joining them will 
be sophomores Peyton Carpenter, 
Kennedy Altizer and Maddy Gordon, 
all of whom experienced success in 
the JV program and can really help 
contribute to the team this year with a 
great attitude, work ethic and a drive 
to win. We also have an upcoming 
freshman guard, Brylinn Tuggle, who 
has some great defensive intensity to 

contribute.”
The coach thinks her team’s main 

strength is having six players with 
varsity experience and a deep, athletic 
bench to go through, adding that 
all her players have different sets of 
skills that can be relied on throughout 
games. However, with the exception 
of her main returnees, the Scots don’t 
have a great deal of experience.

While she looks at Cardington as the 
team to beat in league play, Levering 
Smith has high hopes for her girls.

“Our goal this season is to focus on 

getting better every day, be hard work-
ing, play as a team, compete and enjoy 
the game,” she said. “If we focus on 
doing those things, we will be happy 
with where we end up. Obviously, we 
want to win games, and as many as 
possible, but everyone else has that 
exact same goal. If we concentrate on 
the journey and obtaining those goals, 
we will like where we are at by the end 
of the season.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @Sports  MCS

From page 6

Team

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

The Mount Gilead swim team 
returns three letter-winners on the 
boys’ squad and four for the girls.

The girls’ team brings back indi-
vidual and relay district qualifier Emily 

Hanft, as well as relay qualifiers Cas-
sandra Snopik, Kelsey Kneipp and 
Adriana Tinch. For the boys, Gavin 
Robinson qualified for districts both in 
relays and as an individual, while Eric 
Mowery and Tyler Knight advanced in 
relays.

The boys’ team will have to replace a 

pair of big names from last year’s team, 
though. Graduated are Evan Zmuda 
and Casey Conrad, who both were top 
scorers during the season and district 
qualifiers in relays and individual 
events. They both also had received 
conference honors while Mount Gilead 
was still part of the MOAC.

Head coach Dina Snow will have a 
number of newcomers to the team to 
work with. Mason Kidwell, Joel Con-
rad, Michaela McGill, Skye Shipman 
and Taylor Robinson all have experi-
ence with the school’s summer swim 

Indian swimmers return district qualifiers
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At Marion Technical College, we don’t wait for good 
things to happen. We make them happen. We believe 
every student has a unique story. We believe every 
student can achieve their dreams. So, start down the 
road to your future. We’ll be your partner. Think big. 
Dream big. #GetToNext
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Courtesy Photo | Gwen Shipman
Mount Gilead’s winter swim team is in the above picture.
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Return

team. While Mary Kelty and Logen 
Bailey are new to the sport, Snow noted 
they both are showing a lot of potential.

“We hope to continue building the 
program, which is difficult without a 
home pool,” said Snow. “Mount Gilead 
is small and basketball and indoor track 
take most athletes. We would love to 
return our relays to districts and possi-
bly some individual qualifiers, as well.”

Without being in a conference, the 
team builds its schedule around invita-
tionals and other available meets. Snow 
added that the team hosts regular meets 
at the Marion YMCA on Dec. 19 and 
Jan. 23, as well as a Division II invita-
tional on Jan. 5. 

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS


