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After returning to the playoffs in 
the 2017 season, the Highland football 
team is hoping to add to that success 
behind six returning starters on both 
sides of the ball. The team, which fin-
ished as co-KMAC champions and tal-
lied an 8-3 record, has nine returning 
letter-winners.

“We have many returning offen-
sive and defensive linemen and team 
speed,” said head coach Chad Carpen-
ter. “Many players received playing 
time last year and should be able to 
contribute towards our team success 
this year.”

On offense, Carpenter feels Austin 
Schauer, Chase Carpenter, Zach DeBord, 
Luke Loudermilk and Joey Scaffidi will 
hold down the offensive line, while Brock 
Veley, Jack Weaver, Brody Matthews, 
Reese Weissenfluh and Tate Tobin all 
could get carries at the running back 
positions. Ian Taylor and Kaden Johnson 

will see time at quarterback and Isaiah 
Stoneburner and Clay Matthews will be 
the top receivers.

Brandon Pauley, Carpenter, Cam 
Cutrone and Scaffidi will play on the 
defensive line, while Tobin, Weaver, 
Wyatt Hornsby and Garrison Hankins 
are expected to see the field at lineback-
er. Also, Veley, Matthews, Weissenfluh, 
Jarin Vasquez and Stoneburner will play 

in the defensive backfield.
Carpenter, who looks at East Knox, 

Danville and Northmor as the top com-
petition in the KMAC, feels that he’ll 
need some younger players to step up 
in order for his team to be successful, as 
they are lacking depth at several posi-
tions.

“Our players have worked extremely 
hard this summer to prepare for the 

upcoming schedule,” he said. “Like in 
past years, we play a very tough non-
conference schedule. We open with 
Bloom Carroll, Ontario and River Val-
ley. Conference play should be very 
competitive this year as many of them 
have a lot of returning players.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Highland working to repeat success

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Highland’s football team will look for a second straight season in the playoffs this fall.

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his eighth year as head coach of the 
Highland cross country team, Shawn 
Wilhelm has high hopes for his runners.

On the boys’ team, he returns seniors 
Collin Kipp and Dalton Lee; juniors 
Bruce Jordan, Alex McCafferty and Zach 
Wetzel and sophomore Tucker Tague, 
while not graduating anyone.

“The Flying Scots are now a year older 
and looking to take the next step in their 
growth,” he said. “They constantly chal-
lenge each other in practice to raise the 

level of achievement. This team has a 
hunger to do the work to return to the 
regional level that they just missed last 
year. Their ultimate goal is getting the 
Flying Scots to the state meet as a team 
for the first time in many years.”

Helping to achieve those goals will be 
newcomers Jordan Bellamy, Blake Jodrey 
and Rider Minnick, whom Wilhelm feels 
have the ability to compete for varsity 
spots as the season progresses.

Wilhelm expects a tough league race, 
with potentially 18 of last year’s top 20 

Scot runners looking to compete at the regional level

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Highland’s boys’ and girls’ cross country teams are in the above picture.See COMPETE | 11



Wednesday, August 29, 2018     3Morrow County Sentinel FALL SPORTS

By Rob Hamilton
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After coaching the Northmor Knights 
to an 8-3 record last year that included 
the team’s first playoff appearance in 
school history, football coach Scott Arm-
rose will try to maintain that success 
with a much younger team.

While the Knights return 15 letter-
winners, as well as five starters on both 
sides of the ball, they graduated 10 play-
ers from a very accomplished class.

“We are replacing one of the most 
athletic classes our school has ever seen, 
so inexperience will be our greatest 
obstacle,” said Armrose.

The coach noted that, offensively, a 

lot of his experience is on the line, as 
starters Brandon Planey, Jordan Haines 
and Ethan Trainer all return, as do back-
field players Conor Becker and Ryland 
Thomas.

“Our greatest strength will be our 
balanced offensive attack with first-year 
starter Hunter Mariotti at quarterback,” 
he said. “We hope to be able to keep 
defenses off balance with our two-back 
running attack and play-action passing 
game. We will look to throw the ball to 
senior wide receivers Chris Bood and 
Cole Dille, as well as juniors Wyatt Reed-
er and Gavin Ramos.”

Armrose feels his team possesses good 
defensive speed, although he admits that 
inexperience will be a concern on that 

side of the ball, as well.
“We look for returning starters Conor 

Becker at linebacker, All-Ohio defensive 
end Blake Miller and all-conference 
defensive tackle D’Marcus Hudson to 
lead us,” he said. “After losing half of our 
secondary to graduation, we will count 
on the experience of Wyatt Reeder and 
Gavin Ramos to slow the opponents’ 
passing attack.”

The coach mentioned that returning 
seniors Thomas, Bood, Dille and Hudson 
will be looked upon for leadership, while 
three other seniors in Tony Martinez, 
Richard Vara and Kolton Yeager are on 
the team after taking some time off from 
football, giving him some welcome addi-
tions to the squad.

In the conference, Armrose cited a 
number of teams as being tough oppo-
nents, including Highland, East Knox 
and Danville. As for his team, the coach 
is hoping to keep the positive momen-
tum going.

“Last season, we feel like we turned 
a corner as a program,” he said. “We 
expect to compete in every game we 
play. At the same time, we have to under-
stand that any past success does not 
guarantee any in the future. We’ve had a 
great off-season in the weight room and 
are excited to see it pay off on Friday 
nights.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Northmor FB out to continue success

After reaching the 
playoffs last year, the 
Northmor football 
team will look to build 
on that success.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After going 0-10 in his first year 
with Mount Gilead, head coach Joe 
Ulrey will be looking for improvement 
behind a young team.

The squad lost 12 players to gradua-
tion and returns four letter-winners on 
both sides of the ball. Ulrey notes that 
those experienced players will be asked 
to take on a lot of responsibility.

“This year, we will be counting on 
our four captains — Garrett Casto, 
Mason Mollohan, Tristin Seitz and 
Brandon Strickland,” he said. “Their 
expectations are simply to lead both 
vocally and by actions and take this 
team as far as it will go.”

On offense, junior Nathan Rogers is 
expected to start at quarterback, while 
seniors Nathan Weaver and Strickland 
will be the backs. Sophomore Owen 
Blanton and junior Aaron Baer will play 
at wide receiver, while also returning 
kicks and Mollohan will be the tight end 
and kicker. Playing on the offensive line 
will be seniors Seitz and Casto, as well 
as sophomores Virgil Tomlin, Andy Wil-
liamson and Zach Davidson.

Ulrey also listed senior Lane Carpen-
ter; juniors Colton Cronenwett, Noah 
Strait and Brady Mermann and sopho-
mores Devon Hill, Josh Sullivan, Chuy 
Rubio and Kyler Hall as players who 
could contribute offensively.

The starting defense will see a lot of 
the same names in key roles. Mollohan, 
Casto, Seitz and Strickland will anchor 
the line; while Williamson, Cronenwett 
and Mermann will start at linebacker. 
The backfield will consist of Blanton, 
Weaver, Carpenter and Baer. Blanton 
will also punt, while Baer will return 

punts.
Also expected to see time on the 

field defensively are juniors Tristan 
Stewart, Strait, Nathan Rogers, Tristan 
Young and Alex Anton; sophomores 
Davidson, Colton Clark, Sullivan, 
Rubio, and Hill and freshmen Levi 
Stephens, Justin Dendinger and Zach 
Congrove.

The team is relatively young and 
with little varsity experience for many 
of the players,” said Ulrey. “However, 
they have a great mentality thus far 
and are coming together very well as 

a team. The goals for this year are to 
improve and continue to get better in 
every aspect of the game.”

Ulrey knows for that improvement to 
show in his team’s record, they’ll have 
to navigate through a number of tough 
opponents in the KMAC.

“The league should be very decent 
this year,” he said. “Three teams went 
to the playoffs last year and a fourth 
team was very close to making it. I 
would expect similar results this year.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Young MG team out for wins

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Mount Gilead’s 2018 football team is in the above picture.

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first year as head coach of the 
Mount Gilead cross country program, 
Jake Hayes will have stacked squads to 
work with, as he returns nearly everyone 

from teams that finished second (girls) 
and fifth (boys) in the Division III state 
meet last year.

Hayes returns seven letter-winners 
on the girls’ team. Junior Baylee Hack 
and sophomore Ali Johnson both were 
first-team all-conference, all-district, 

all-region and All-Ohio last year; while 
sophomores Emily Hanft and Olivia 
Millisor earned first-team recognition in 
the conference, district and region. Also 
back are senior Jadyn Shipman, junior 
Maddie Fitzpatrick and sophomore Selia 
Shipman.

While the team did lose Micah James, 
Hayes cited Makayla Weaver and Adri-
ana Tinch as varsity newcomers.

“The Mount Gilead girls’ team has 
had a great summer of training,” he 

MG runners have eyes on state success

See EYES | 7
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first year as head coach of 
the Cardington football program, Tim 
Plumley will return 11 letter-winners, 
including six starters on each side of 
the ball, from last year’s 3-7 team.

On offense, junior Mason Goers 
returns at running back after earning 
second-team all-league honors last year 
with 1422 rushing yards. Senior Devin 
Speck was a second-team all-league 
pick on the offensive line, while kicker 
Brandon Steckel also was a second-
team pick.

Junior Ty Landon will start at quar-
terback for the team, while juniors 
Gavin Hurt and Brydon Ratliff will 
play at the wing position and sopho-
more Trey Brininger will start at wide 
receiver. Junior Cody Hiett is the tight 
end, while Speck will be joined by 
seniors Mark Jones and Dyllon Huff-
man and juniors Tristan Nichols and 
Nick McAvoy on the line. Goers and 
Hurt will also return kicks.

“Speed at the skilled positions is our 
greatest strength on offense, as well as 
experienced linemen returning,” said 
Plumley. “Our weakness is depth and 
inexperience at some positions. Our 
leading rusher Mason Goers is return-
ing and we will have a new starting 

quarterback in Ty Landon.”
Many of those players will also be 

counted on to contribute defensively. 
Nichols, Speck, McAvoy and junior 
Skylar Streich will play on the defen-
sive line, while Huffman, Hurt, senior 
Kolton Honeter and Hiett will be line-
backers and Steckel, junior Nico Wade, 
Ratliff and Brininger will be in the 
backfield. Steckel will also punt, while 
Brininger and Hurt will return punts.

“We have a number of returning con-

tributors on the defensive side of the 
ball,” said the coach. “We have good 
speed on defense. Devin Speck and 
Nick McAvoy are strong nose guards. 
Dyllon Huffman will be a leader from 
the mike linebacker spot.”

The coach looks at competing for 
a league title and playoff spot to be 
primary goals every year, noting that 
his team will be trying to move into 
the upper echelon of league teams 
along with Highland, Danville and East 

Knox. To make that move, he says that 
veteran leadership will be crucial.

“I expect us to be led by our seniors, 
especially Dyllon Huffman and Devin 
Speck,” said Plumley. “Brydon Ratliff, 
Nick McAvoy, Mason Goers, Cody 
Hiett, Tristan Nichols and Ty Landon 
will provide leadership as well. This 
group is the backbone of our team.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Pirate FB trying to move up in KMAC

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Cardington’s football team is in the above picture.
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With nearly his entire varsity back, 
Northmor boys’ cross country coach 
Kevin Ruhl is hoping his team can run 
with the top squads in the area after fin-
ishing third in the KMAC last year and 
advancing to the regional meet.

Seniors Ryan Bentley, B.J. White, 
Chase Hoover, Mostyn Evans and Alec 
Moore and juniors Gavvin Keen and 
Austin Amens were all top-seven runners 
last year. Ruhl added that Evans ran as 
the team’s sixth or seventh runner last 
year while hurt, but is healthy this year.

All of those seven runners boast a lot 

of experience, being either two-year or 
three-year letter-winners. Last year, Keen 
was a first-team KMAC runner, while 
several others were either second team 
picks or received honorable mention. 
Meanwhile, the team only lost top-10 
runner Kaleb Hart, so Ruhl feels his 
team potentially has a lot of depth.

“I would like to see our top 10 kids 
work to improve their best times from 
last season,” he said. “If we can do that, 
then we can compete with Frederick-
town and Mount Gilead. They’re the 
teams to beat on the boys’ side. We think 
that we can hopefully get into their class 
by the end of the season.”

The girls’ team is smaller this year 

than in past seasons, but still has six 
returning letter-winners.

Juliana Ditullio, Sabrina Kelley and 
Carolyn McGaulley all have lettered 
twice, while Olivia Goodson, Julia 
Kanagy and Christy Wright have lettered 
once each.

The squad graduated Brooke Bennett, 
who had won multiple all-conference and 
all-district awards, but has added Maddi-
son Yaussy and Bailey Snyder to provide 
a bit of depth to a team that finished 
fourth in the league, second at districts 
and sixth at regionals last year.

“We have a smaller team this year, so 
injuries are a concern,” said the coach. 

“What we do have is a group of girls that 
are committed to working hard and get-
ting better. I’m very excited to coach this 
group and watch each runner improve 
each week.”

Yaussy is hoping those improvements 
can help his squad be competitive in a 
powerful KMAC.

“Our conference will be one of the 
toughest in the area,” he said. “Mount 
Gilead will be very good. In addition, 
Centerburg and Fredericktown will be 
very competitive as well.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Knight runners out to improve on experience and skills

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Northmor’s boys’ cross country team is in the above picture.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Pictured above is the girls’ cross country team at Northmor.

Mount Gilead golfMount Gilead volleyball

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Pictured above is Mount Gilead’s golf team.Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

The Mount Gilead volleyball team for 2018 is in the above picture.
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said. “This year, we look to our very 
strong returning members to continue 
to improve their racing skill. We have 
some very strong new girls that we 
expect to make a big impact this season. 
Our aim is to execute our racing plans 
better from week to week and improve 
our pack running abilities as the season 
progresses.”

The coach expects another exciting 
race for a conference title, noting that 
the KMAC was packed full of quality 
teams last year.

“The KMAC was home to four state 
ranked teams last season in Freder-
icktown, Northmor, Centerburg and 
Mount Gilead,” he said. “We expect that 
same dogfight this year for the confer-
ence title.”

The boys’ team also returns of lot 

of runners who had successful 2017 
seasons. Junior Liam Dennis got first-
team recognition from the conference, 
district, region and state; while senior 
Casey White earned those accolades in 
the KMAC, district and region. Senior 
Kyle White, junior Ethan Supplee 
and sophomore Brett Shipman were 
first-team picks in the conference and 
district; while senior Trevor Ball was 
a first-team all-conference runner and 

senior Brandon Stevens was a second-
team KMAC selection.

The team graduated Tyler Clark, but 
has a number of runners looking to 
make an impact on the varsity this year 
in Michael Snopik, Colson Chapman, 
Seamus Walsh, Eric Mowery, Gavin 
Robinson and Sy Shipman.

“The Mount Gilead boys’ team has 
had a great summer of training and we 
look to carry that training into a suc-

cessful fall racing schedule,” said Hayes. 
“We have a series of highly competi-
tive meets we are looking forward to 
competing in. We aim to become better 
skilled racers and improve our execu-
tion each week.”

In the conference, the coach looks at 
Fredericktown to be towards the front 
of the pack in the league meet.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Mount Gilead’s cross country teams will be looking to return to the state meet this year.
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In the third year of the Highland boys’ 
soccer program, head coach John Sachle-
ben is hoping that the wins start piling up.

After finishing 2-13-2 last year and hav-
ing a two-year record of 5-24-3, the coach 
has a specific goal for team wins in the 
2018 season.

“We’re looking to score more this year 
and win more than the last two years com-
bined,” he said.

Helping in that task will be nine letter-
winners. Seniors Brennen McLaughlin, 
Garrett Milburn and Ben Rinehart return; 

Highland boys working to get wins

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
The 2018 boys’ soccer team at Highland is in the above picture.See WINS | 15
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his 26th year of coaching the Card-
ington cross country program, Erik Kyrk 
returns a good deal of experience on his 
boys’ team.

Sophomore Mason White was an all-
conference and all-district runner, while 
junior Racine Hallabrin and sophomores 
Devin Gheen, Kaleb Meade and Sam 
West all also earned varsity letters. Also 
on the squad are junior Skylar Streich, 
sophomore Michael Rose and freshmen 
James Hallabrin and Evan Kyrk.

Gone from last year’s squad are all-
conference and all-district runner Quinn 
Maceyko, as well as Spencer Benson, 
who provided leadership.

“We have a young hungry team that 
is improving everyday,” said the coach. 

“Five returning letter earners who 
gained valuable experience last year.”

While only having nine runners means 
that staying healthy is a concern for 
Kyrk, he likes his team’s youth.

“We have a young team that is looking 

to improve upon our fifth-place KMAC 
finish from last year and our fourth-place 
finish at districts, just missing qualifying 
to regionals,” he said.

In the league, Kyrk looks at Mount 
Gilead and Fredericktown to be the 

favorites, but has hopes his team will be 
up with that group. His team goals are to 
finish in the top three in the conference 
and then be in the top two at districts 
on the way to advancing runners to the 
state meet.

Currently, the girls’ team, which gradu-
ated Sage Brannon and Alicia McElwee, 
has only four runners. Senior Ashlee 
Drury and sophomore Marlo Young 
earned letters last year, while sophomore 
Bella Scurlock and freshman Alexis 
Brook also will run.

While Kyrk picks Mount Gilead and 
Northmor as the league favorites, he has 
other goals for his group.

“Have a team!” he said. “And improve 
as individuals and earn a couple of all-
conference and all-district honors.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Pirate runners improving everyday to make regionals this season

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Pictured above is the Cardington cross country team.

TRI-RIVERS - Jobs for TODAY!
• Throughout the U.S., good jobs are going unfilled 
because workers lack needed technical skills.

Through programs like RAMTEC, Tri-Rivers works directly with 
businesses and corporations in the region like Honda and Whirlpool to 
train students to meet the demands of today’s job market.

• Tri-Rivers is a proud partner in the community.
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members of our local workforce. Without a doubt, good schools 
producing work-ready graduates maintain our quality of life.
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runners in the race. Along with his 
team, the coach looks at Frederick-
town, Northmor and Mount Gilead to 
compete for the title, with MG pos-
sibly having the edge thanks to last 
year’s champion and runner-up in Liam 

Dennis and Casey White.
The girls’ team will have some holes 

to fill as regional qualifiers Alex DeBord 
and Sophia Thompson, as well as Madi-
son Chaffee and Olivia Longhenry, hav-
ing graduated.

The team does return five letter-
winners in seniors Elizabeth Jenson 
and Morgan Wilhelm, junior Saman-
tha Trusler and sophomores Heather 
Ross and Mia White. Also, the coach 

has high hopes for newcomers Hayley 
Dailey, Joanna Pauley, Julia Pauley and 
Camberly Schade, noting they’ve been 
active all summer long and show signs 
of helping the team be competitive this 
season.

“Jenson, Wilhelm and Clarissa Dud-
geon are using their senior leadership 
skills to teach a young team what it will 
take to be successful this seaon,” said 
Wilhelm. “This team is very young with 

two-thirds being either a sophomore or 
freshman. However, their hard work and 
ability is making up for the lack of expe-
rience that this team has.”

In the conference race, Wilhelm looks 
at Mount Gilead to be the favorite, but 
feels his team, Fredericktown, Center-
burg and Northmor will try to provide 
challenges.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 2

Compete

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his eighth year as Highland’s head 
volleyball coach, Rob Terrill is hoping 
that another team loaded with letter-win-
ners can lead to another very successful 
season. In his seven years of coaching, 
the team has compiled a 158-28 record 
with six league champions, three district 
champions and a Division III Final Four 
trip in 2016.

To help in maintaining that level of 
success, Terrill returns seven letter-win-
ners. Junior outside hitter Raina Terry, 
who is committed to Illinois University, 
was a first-team All-Ohio and KMAC 
player, as well as the Central District 
Player of the Year. Last year, she had 475 
kills and has 744 over two years.

Senior Libero Bridget Oder was a first-
team pick in the league and district, as 
well as an honorable mention All-Ohio 
selection. She had 481 digs last year, as 
well as the school records for a season 
(546 in 2016) and career (1443).

Junior middle hitter Gena West was 
an honorable mention pick in the league. 
She tallied 103 kills and a team-leading 
44 blocks last year. Sophomore outside 
hitter/DS Makenna Belcher added 129 
kills and 152 digs last year, while seniors 
Christina Rose and Kelsee Bargnesi and 

junior Darcie Walters also provide expe-
rience.

The team did graduate three key play-
ers in Parker Steck, Bailey Santo and 
Krista Walters. Steck and Santo earned 
accolades from the league and district 
and Santo is currently playing at Tiffin 
University. Looking to help replace them 
are seniors Kacie O’Leary and Kenzee 
Bargnesi, junior Tabitha Arnold, sopho-
more Abby Eusey and freshmen Ashlynn 
Belcher and Kendall Stover.

Terrill notes that he hopes a tough 
schedule will help his team in having 

success in both the league and district.
“We should challenge again for a 

KMAC championship and a Central Dis-
trict championship,” he said. “Our non-
league schedule is tough with DeSales, 
Hartley, Big Walnut, Perrysburg Tourna-
ment and a JV tournament at Kilbourne. 
If our younger players mesh with our 
experienced players, then hopefully we 
can make a tournament run in October 
and November.”

While he says that getting the younger 
players up to speed and playing at a high 
level every night are concerns, the coach 

adds that there are a lot of positives 
attached to his program.

“We should have plenty of offensive 
options,” said Terrill. “Our ball control 
is usually pretty good and we have a lot 
of talented young ladies that play a lot of 
volleyball.”

The coach looks at a lot of teams in 
the KMAC as being capable of challeng-
ing his squad’s hold on the league title, 
citing Northmor, Cardington and Freder-
icktown in particular.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Scot spikers want postseason run

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
The Highland volleyball team is looking to maintain their success in conference play in the 2018 season.
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In her 10th season as varsity coach 
for the Northmor volleyball team, Kara 
Wright (146-94 overall) will rely on five 
letter-winners as the Knights attempt to 
build on last season’s strong 20-5 effort 
that ended as the district runner-up 
team.

Senior Anna Donner was a third-team 
All-Ohio player, who was also named 
the Central District Player of the Year, 
as well as being a first-team pick in the 
district and KMAC as an outside hit-
ter/setter. Middle hitter junior Leslie 
Brubaker was a second-team pick in both 
the district and league, while seniors 
Hanna Bentley, Lily Tate and Aly Blunk 
also return to provide experience for the 
team.

Wright will have to make up for the 
loss of a lot of talent from last year’s 
squad, though. Setter Jordyn Zoll and 
Libero Cristianna Boggs both earned 
postseason recognition last year, with 
Zoll being a first-team pick in the league 

and district and Boggs getting second-
team honors in both. Four other major 
senior contributors also were lost from 
the 2017 team.

While the coach does have a number 
of new varsity players in Macy Miracle, 
Julianne Kincaid, Abby Donner and 
Michelea Zeger, she does note that 
her main concerns for the year revolve 
around staying healthy due to having a 
short bench. However, if all goes well, 
Wright feels her team can continue its 
recent success.

“We will continue to be a strong 
defensive team that will look to push for 
a chance at the KMAC league title and 
make a run in tournaments to win dis-
tricts,” she said. To contend for a league 
title, the coach feels her team will have 
to overcome some tough competition.

“Highland will continue to be strong, 
but Fredericktown and Cardington have 
strong athletes in their programs as 
well,” she noted.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Lady Knights out to build on last year

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Northmor’s volleyball team for this year is in the above picture.

Scot golfers have solid, experienced group
By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With five returning letter-winners, a 
key transfer and a pair of quality fresh-
men, the Highland golf team is hoping 
for a successful season after going 22-21 
in matches last year.

The team returns senior Noah Dado, 
junior Gunner Oakley and sophomores 
Owen Mott, Dylan Lehman and Drew 
Santo. Added to that mix is sophomore 
transfer Bryce Rinehart and freshmen 
Luke Cain and Brayden Gamble.

“Bryce Rinehart, a transfer from Fred-
ericktown, will be a welcomed addition 
to our team,” said head coach Chris 
Rupe. “He played on the varsity last year 
at Fredericktown. Bryce and I go way 
back. His father and mother have been 
friends of mine since high school. Luke 
and Brayden are coming over from the 
middle school team. They will bring 
added depth to our team.”

The team did graduate Sam LoPiccolo 
and Cameron Snyder from last year’s 

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Highland’s boys’ golf team is in the above picture.See SOLID | 14
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his first year as Cardington’s head volleyball 
coach, Ryan Treese inherits a total of seven letter-
winners from last year’s squad.

Junior Hannah Wickline was a first-team pick in 
the KMAC and district last year and is considered by 
Treese to be one of the top middles in the area, while 
senior Paige Clinger was an honorable mention selec-
tion in the league and was lauded by the coach as a 
great leader. Both will be team captains this year.

Also back are senior Libero Maci Morgan, senior 
DS/OH Gabby Snodgrass, senior middle hitter Katie 
Lester, senior serving specialist Kirsten Bonnette and 
sophomore setter Kyleigh Bonnette.

They will be joined by junior Jillian Mills and sopho-
mores Liz Long and Ashlee Tharp.

“We will compete until the last whistle,” said 
Treese. “Defensively, we have improved a lot. We 
have four or five players playing six rotations, so we 
have good all-around skills. We have some good hit-
ters. Paige and Hannah will compete to be tops in the 
league hitting categories.”

Treese notes that his main concern is his players 
gaining a winning mentality to finish out closely-
contested matches. 

“We lack size on the right side with a small setter 
and possible small right-side hitter,” he said. “We need 
to break old habits and break the mindset of this is 
how it has always been. Finishing down the stretch 
and creating a winning culture. They are great, great 
girls and will fight until the end, but need a winning 

mindset.”
Part of that, he notes, is not being afraid of the 

traditional powers of the league. This year, he looks 
at Highland as the favorite, but thinks his Pirates 
can compete for second place with Fredericktown or 
Northmor. For the season, the coach is hoping for a 
top-three finish in the KMAC, to be in the top eight in 
the district and win over 65 percent of their matches.

“Serving is one of our strengths and we have to use 
that,” he said. “But at the same time, serve receive is 
not our strength, so siding out 70 percent is our goal. 
We’re looking for a couple of young players to step up 
and transition into six-rotation players.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him 
on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Pirate VB out to move up in league

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
The Cardington volleyball team for the 2018 season is pictured above.
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With seven returning letter-winners 
on his team, first-year Cardington golf 
coach Brett Young is hoping this is 
the year the program is able to snare 
a league title.

Senior Jacob Spires (47.9 average) 
and junior Cayman Spires (48.0) were 
second-team KMAC golfers, while 
senior Logan Doubikin (46.0) earned 
honorable mention recognition. 
Senior Christian Hand and juniors 
Josh Shook, Danny Vaught and Liam 
Warren all also have lettered for the 
Pirates, who lost Sage Brannon to 
graduation.

“We have seven returning lettermen 
with experience,” said Young. “It 
should give us great depth and 

competition throughout the year. We 
also are led by a group of seniors.”

After the team finished second in 
the league the last two years, Young 
noted his main goal is to make sure 
they’re hungry enough to go for the 
title.

“With the last two years finishing 
runner-up, I want them to strive 
to get over that hump and not just 
settle,” he said. “We want to compete 
for the KMAC championship and 
continue to improve throughout the 
year.”

To do so, the coach says they’ll 
have to beat a number of tough 
teams, as he looks at Mount Gilead, 
East Knox and Highland as all 
providing challenges.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Pirate golfers looking for KMAC title

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Pictured above is Cardington’s golf team for this year.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
For the first year, Highland will have a girls’ golf team this fall.

squad, but Rupe is confident enough 
in who he has that he’s set goals to 
compete for a league title, as well as 
improve in 18-hole tournament stand-

ings.
To win in the league, his team will 

have to outplay some strong squads.
“The conference will be very deep 

from top to bottom,” he said. “Carding-
ton, Mount Gilead and East Knox will 
be top contenders.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 12

Solid

Northmor golf

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Northmor’s golf team is pictured above.
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as do juniors Zach Granger, Jeffrey Smith 
and Cameron Striblin and sophomores 

Colton Gustafson, Xavier Privette and Aus-
tin Smith.

Sachleben did note that the loss of gradu-
ates Kahlil Karya, Brad Morehouse, Alex 
Presley, Zach Rogers, Jay Schreiber and 
Jon Sparks will have a big impact on his 
line-up.

“We will be young in the back with a 
new goalkeeper, sweeper and stopper,” he 
said.

The team will get help from junior Jag-
uar Wilson and freshmen Collin Bowman, 
Jack Chaffee, Adi Karya, Zachary Stone 
and Hayden Styer.

“The biggest team goals as always, with 
any high school sport, are to have fun, 
learn something and be good sportsmen to 
develop into solid citizens,” said Sachleben.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 8

Wins

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With 12 returning letter-winners, Highland girls’ soc-
cer coaches Michelle Hudson and Matt Mosher have 
high hopes that their third-year program will enjoy a 
decent amount of success this year.

After going 2-14 last year after a 3-11-1 mark in 
2016, the team returns Riley Kemmer, Madison Zamer, 
Madison Dudgeon, Gracie Hinkle, Emily White, Selina 
Cruz, Kelsey Anderson, Madison Bolton, Brooke 
Ratliff, Mattie Ruehrmund, Avery Zerby and Alexis 
Shaw.

New to the roster are 10 players in Emma Hinkle, 
Jade Disbennett, Mary Thomas, Cori Milburn, Jada 
Mullins, Ava Peffers, Destiny Carpenter, Caley Evans, 
Peyton Carpenter and Lilly McElroy.

The coaches are expecting many of those new players 
to be immediate contributors, as they will have some 
holes to fill. Olivia Sheets, the team’s leading scorer in 
the past two years, is gone, as are Hannah Williams, 

Molly Delaney, Allie LaFever and Makenzie Fuller.
When asked about team goals, the coaches said, 

“Continue to build the program. We have 10 new play-
ers who will all have a positive impact on the field, 
several immediately. We’re looking to step up and put 

one-half of our games in the win column. That would 
give us more wins than our combined first two seasons. 
We hope to limit our injuries this season.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him 
on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Scot girls work to keep improving

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Pictured above is Highland’s girls’ soccer team.
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