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Cardington’s boys’ basketball team is in the above picture.
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Cardington looks
Knights want deep to replace talent
tourney run
Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Northmor’s boys’ basketball will try to build on last year’s success in the 2017-18 season.

By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

After a 19-win season that included
a trip to the district tournament, the
Northmor boys’ basketball team will be
looking for an even-longer postseason
run under eighth-year coach Zach Ruth.
In Ruth’s favor: Four skilled senior
lettermen who all played well enough
last year to earn postseason honors.

Demetrius “Meechie” Johnson tallied
11.5 points, four assists and three skills
in being named a first-team all-MOAC
player. Tyler Kegley added 10 points, 10
rebounds and three blocks as a secondteam player in the league, while Brock
Pletcher earned honorable mention
behind 12 points a game. Also, Kyle
Kegley added nine points on his way to
getting honorable mention recognition
See knights | 11
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The Cardington boys’ basketball
team will have a different look from
last year’s squad, as head coach Rod
Brown will have to find a way to
replace eight seniors from an 18-7
team.
Gone is Devin Pearl, who averaged
18.2 points per game and finished his
career with 1095 points, as well as
Derek Goodman, Skyler Bowling, Cody
Long, Luke McCarrell, Nate Craig,
Mac Warren and Austin Yake.
Brown does return three players
with varsity experience. Senior Garrett
Wagner, a three-year starter and letterman, was a first-team District 11 pick,
as well as a second-team MOAC and
honorable mention Central District
selection. Last year, he averaged 12.5
points, 4.2 rebounds, 2.4 assists and

2.1 steals per game. He also hit 86 percent of his free throws and connected
on 77 three-pointers at a 37 percent
clip. Also back are two-year letterman
Daniel Kill and one-year letterman
Dylan Goodman.
A number of newcomers to the
varsity level will make up the rest of
Cardington’s team, as Logan Doubikin,
Danny Vaught, Branden Steckel, Garrett Linkous, Tommy Cimani, Josh
Shook, Trey Brininger and Cayman
Spires all will vie for playing time.
“We want to play hard every second
of every game and improve as the season goes on,” said Brown of his squad’s
goals.
In the conference, the coach looks
at Northmor, Highland, Mount Gilead
and Danville as contenders for the
championship.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Pirate bowlers out
to maintain success
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Cardington girls’ bowling is hoping
for a successful season behind three
returning letter-winners.
Coach Morgan Edgell graduated
Gabrealle Arnold from last year’s 12-6
season. Arnold was a state qualifier
last year, as well as an MOAC firstteam bowler.
However, she returns junior Addie
Wilhelm, a first-team MOAC competitor with a high game of 246 and
two-game series of 470. Also back
are senior Makenzie Blake and junior
Laynee Wilson, who both earned
honorable mention from the league
last year.
Morgan Lehner and Stella Spires
are new to the team and expected to
bowl varsity.
“We want to develop the team work
to improve on last year’s record,” said
Edgell. “As a young team, there is a
lot to learn about the sport and the
team work it takes to become a winning team.”
In the new KMAC, Edgell looks at
both Northmor and Highland as hav-

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Highland’s boys’ basketball team for the upcoming season is pictured.

Scot boys trying to
reach top of KMAC
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

In his second year of coaching the
Highland boys’ basketball team, Chris
Powell is out to improve on last year’s
13-10 record.
While he has five returning lettermen, he’ll have to replace graduates
Quin Winkelfoos, Max Schreiber,
Dylan Tuggle, Alex Mason and Colton
Liszkai, who all had important roles on
last year’s squad.
However, the team brings back Mack
Anglin, who was a first-team MOAC
pick last year, as well as a first-team
District 11 selection. Kaleb Phillips also returns after finishing as a
second-team District 11 pick last year.

Also back are Chris Branham, Andy
Wheeler and Chase Carpenter.
To join that group, Powell is looking
for contributions from Cody Holtrey,
Joel Butterman, Clay Schnidley, Branton Howard and Drew Santo.
“We want to win the KMAC,” said
Powell of his goals for his team’s first
year in the new conference. “We want
to host a tournament game and win a
district championship.”
To finish on top of the league, the
coach feels his team really needs to
watch out for Northmor, who returns
the majority of their team, and Mount
Gilead, who brings back three key
guys.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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By Rob Hamilton

ing strong teams to compete against.
The boys’ team, coached by Tim
Edgell, also was 12-6 last year. While
hit harder by graduation, they have
two returning lettermen. First-team
all-conference pick Blake Clapham
returns, as does Mason Travino.
The Pirates will have to replace
a trio of skilled bowlers, though.
Three-time first-team all-conference
bowler Austin Edgell graduated, as
did second-team pics Matt Craig and
Dallas Crum.
“Our goal is to build on a very
young team,” he said. “We are looking forward to working with the new
conference.”

Serving Cardington since 1959 | 310 W. Main Street • Cardington • 419-864-6951
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MG
returns
three key
players
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Mount Gilead returns three key members of last
year’s 14-10 boys’ basketball team, but will have to find
other contributions from a group of players without
much varsity experience.
Head coach Tom Cooper, in his 12th season of being
the team’s head coach, returns seniors Jason Bolha
and Seth Young and junior Mason Mollohan. Mollohan
averaged 12 points and 11 rebounds, while shooting 56
percent from the field on his way to earning accolades
from the MOAC, Central District and District 11. He
also led the MOAC in rebounding. Bolha tallied 7.2
points and 2.6 assists, while Young added 5.9 points,
two rebounds and two assists and shot 46 percent from
three-point range to be in the top 20 in Ohio.
However, MG graduated a lot of talent. Tyler Bland,
Zack Hosack and Austin Vanderkooi all averaged double figures in scoring and finished with various awards.
Also gone are Gavin Mills and Blake Ross.
“Over the last three years, Hosack, Bland and
Vanderkooi were key players on teams that went 51-22,”
said Cooper. “They won two sectional titles, an outright MOAC title, set the school record for wins as

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Pictured above is Mount Gilead’s varsity boys’ basketball team.

sophomores (21) and went 14-5 versus the Morrow
County Schools. They did things the right way. They
were good teammates and good students. They will be
hard to replace.”
Cooper has a number of players he’s hoping can enter
the mix and help the team continue to pick up wins,
citing senior Tommy Beers; juniors Adam Linder, Nick
Dyer, Brandon Stevens, Brad Landon and Micah Tuggle
and sophomore Liam Dennis as newcomers.
“Our biggest strength is that we return three really
skilled varsity basketball players at key positions,” said
the coach. “Bolha, Young and Mollohan give us a wellrounded offensive attack. We will not be easy to zone
or match-up against because we should be able to score
in multiple ways. Our other strength is that we have
a lot of young players that have really worked hard to
improve their skills and their bodies. Our young players

play extremely hard and are pretty good defensively.”
Cooper noted that his team should have a lot of
speed, but added that, along with an overall lack of
experience, they also are relatively undersized.
In the new KMAC, Cooper looks at Northmor as the
favorite, while also listing Highland and Danville as
contenders.
“Our goal is to keep improving and keep pushing our
program in a positive direction,” he said. “We want to
focus on being great teammates, playing efficient team
defense and rebounding the basketball. We really need
to improve defensively and on the boards. If we stay
healthy, this should be a very enjoyable team to watch
play. They will play hard and will play together.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him
on Twitter at @SportsMCS

OH-70015360
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Northmor girls
have new coach
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Northmor’s girls’ basketball team

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

mtc.edu

OH-70015369

740-389-4636

In his first season of coaching the
Northmor varsity girls’ basketball team,
Freddie Beachy will return three letterwinners.
Seniors Cristianna Boggs, Brooke
Bennett and Becca Duckworth are back
from last year’s team. However, the
coach will have to replace a quartet of
graduates.
Maddie Swihart (first team), Karalee
Patterson (second team) and Lydia Farley (honorable mention) all earned allMOAC honors last year, while Lindsey
Wiseman also graduated.

“We want to be competitive in every
game and compete for the conference
title,” said Beachy of his goals for the
year.
Helping the team reach those goals
will be a number of new varsity players.
The coach is looking for contributions
from junior Addie Farley and sophomores Julianna DiTullio, Macy Miracle
and Leslie Brubaker.
In the first year of the KMAC, Beachy
expects Cardington to be strong, Danville to also be good and for Mount Gilead to be improved.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Highland girls looking
to move up in KMAC
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

OH-70015170

In the above picture is Highland’s 2017-18 girls’ basketball team.

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

With six returning letter-winners,
Highland girls’ basketball coach Whitney
Levering-Smith is hoping to improve on
last year’s 8-13 record.
While her squad graduated point guard
Taylor Belcher and power forward Kelsey
Walters, they return a lot of talent in
Erica Sardinha, Kenzie Fuller, Raven Tilford, Madison Cecil, Brooklyn Baird and
Gena West. Added to the mix will be newcomers Savannah Fitzpatrick, Kennedy
Altizer, Payton Carpenter and Darcie
Walters.
Levering-Smith wants her team to be in
the mix for a conference title, citing their
offseason work as a positive.
“I believe that we have grown a lot the
past couple of years and the work that

some of the players put into the summer program will have a chance to really
showcase their growth once the season
begins,” she said. “We hope that we can
be a team this year known for our defensive tenacity and rebounding, but we are
going to have to put in the hard work in
practice and have the mindset to do so.”
In the KMAC, Levering-Smith feels
Cardington is the team to beat, noting
their experience and the amount of work
they’ve put in during the offseason. However, she has high hopes her team can
contend.
“If our seniors lead like they have been
doing this offseason and preseason, I
think that we can have a great year and
set the bar for future Highlanders,” she
said.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Cardington’s girls’ basketball team will try to build on two trips to the district finals this season.

Cardington girls return seven letterwinners
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With seven returnees from a team
that’s advanced to the district finals two
straight years, Cardington girls’ basketball coach Jamie Edwards has plenty of
reason to be optimistic about the 201718 season.
Five of those players have earned postseason honors for their past play and two
of them have already committed to play
collegiately.
Senior guard Sage Brannon (12 points,
4.5 steals, 5 rebounds, 4.3 assists per
game last year) is an Ashland University
committ. She was the conference player
of the year in 2015-16 and is a two-time
All-Ohio, All-Conference, District 11
and Central District pick. Junior point
guard Kynlee Edwards (10 points, 4
steals, 3 assists) has committed to the
University of Findlay. She is a two-time
All-Conference, District 11 and Central
District player.

The team also boasts the reigning
conference player of the year in senior
forward Kyndall Spires (13 points, 9
rebounds, 2 blocks). She is a three-time
All-Conference and District 11 pick and
also a two-time Central District selection.
Also back are sophomore Casey Bertke
(11 points, 9 rebounds, 2 blocks), senior
Alex Maceyko (4 points, 2.4 rebounds)
and juniors Paige Clinger (5 points, 4.4
rebounds, 1.5 steals) and Taylor Reppart
(1.1 points, 1 rebound, 1 assist). Bertke
earned recognition from the MOAC and
District 11 last year, while Clinger is a
two-time District 11 pick.
While the team graduated Alyson
Adams and Jessica Shook from last
year’s squad, Edwards is looking forward
to the addition of sophomore Hannah
Wickline, who will give the team a third
six-foot or taller player along with Spires
(6’1”) and Bertke (6’2”). Edwards noted
that Wickline is a versatile player who

can help the team at multiple positions.
“We return our entire
starting line-up from last
season, so we have some
lofty goals,” said the
coach. “But obviously, we
are keyed in on winning

the league championship.
We played many of the top
programs in the state this
summer and set up our
scrimmage schedule in
the same manner to help
prepare us for a potential
run.”

In the conference,
Edwards thinks that both
Centerburg and Highland
could provide tough tests
for his team.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at
419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect
with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Northmor’s wrestling team will try to replace four state qualifiers and maintain their success in the sport in the 2017-18 season. 					
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Northmor has three state qualifiers back
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

Despite suffering severe losses due to
graduation, the Northmor wrestling team
still has a number of returnees who have
experienced a lot of success while with the
Knights.
Northmor graduated four wrestlers
with state meet experience in Jake Neer,
Matthew Ross, Mason Burger and Nathan
Price. However, they return three guys
who’ve competed in the state meet, as
well as a couple more who’ve advanced to

districts.
Senior Conan Becker (145 pounds) is
a two-time state placer, who was sixth
last year and posted a 47-7 record. Senior
Aaron Kitts (28-16, 138) is a two-time
state qualifier who was a district runner-up
last year. Sophomore Conor Becker (43-8,
160) advanced to the state meet last year
as a freshman.
Senior Manny Heilman (18-16, 106)
and sophomore Gavin Ramos (17-15, 126)
also made trips to the district tournament
last year, while Tony Martinez (15-15,
152) was a district alternate. Head coach

Scott Carr also listed Austin Amens, Wyatt
Collier, Austin Wheeler and Tyson Moore
as likely members of his team’s line-up.
Collier and Moore are two-year lettermen,
while Amens lettered last year.
Carr noted that his team will be strong
at the middle weights, with many of their
most accomplished grapplers being in
those slots; however the graduation losses
will hurt the squad in other classes.
“There will be maybe three empty
weight classes,” he said. “Numbers are low
and we’re losing four state qualifiers from
graduation.”

However, the coach notes that the
strength of the wrestlers he does have give
him reason to set high goals for the season.
“We want to be KMAC champs, in the
state duel finals, sectionals and district
champs and finish in the top five at state,”
he stated.
In the first year of the KMAC, Carr
said that Highland is likely to provide the
toughest test for his squad as they look for
a league championship.
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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The 2017-18 Mount Gilead wrestling team is in the above picture. 				
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MG wrestlers blend youth, experience
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With eight returning lettermen, many
of whom had postseason success last year,
Mount Gilead wrestling coach Mike Williamson has a strong core of guys to build
around.
Senior Kaleb Fisher and juniors Jullian Anderson, Brandon Strickland, Zach
McCallen and Nate Weaver qualified for

districts last year, while seniors Hunter
Trimmer and Tyler Cooper were district
qualifiers two years ago. Also, junior Lane
Carpenter was a varsity starter for last
year’s squad.
While the team graduated varsity starter Dominic Sullivan, Williamson has a
lot of newcomers looking for spots in the
line-up. Junior Josh Brown, sophomore
Jake Simmons and freshmen Justice Johnson, Josh Sullivan, Chuy Rubio, Bryce

Harden, Andy Williamson and Colten
Clark all join the team this year. Williamson noted that with a mix of veterans and
newcomers, one team goal is for the experienced wrestlers to help the youngsters
improve.
“We want to have our older guys mentor the younger guys in such a way that
we become one solid team by the end of
the year,” he said. “We would like to get
into the postseason and have our guys at

Stop in for all
your car and truck
care needs!
90 E. Marion
419-946-4055

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807.
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Bob McElroy Realty
169 West High St., Mt. Gilead, OH 43338

Good Luck Athletes!

MarenGo

4520 Sr 229
419-253-2202

Residential, Commercial, Farms, Auctions & Property Management

419-947-9540 • 800-466-9540

OH-70015368

OH-70015379

Mt. Gilead

their best, so they can understand how
their hard work paid off and they can reap
what they sow.”
In the KMAC, the coach looks at Northmor as being the top team with Highland
and East Knox following.
“We hope to finish in the top three in
the league,” he said.
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Lady Indians out for improvement
By Rob Hamilton

roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com

With five returning letter-winners,
Mount Gilead girls’ basketball head coach
Ryan Stover is looking to improve on last
year’s 3-20 record.
The Indians return Baylee Hack (9
points, 2 assists, 2.5 steals), Maddie Fitzpatrick (10.5 points, 2 assists, 6 rebounds,
3 steals), Alexis McCoy (2 points, 3
rebounds), Dakota Shipman (6 points,
6 rebounds) and Samantha Sullivan (3
points, 3 rebounds) to provide a good deal
of experience.

Stover is looking to add new talent to
that group in sophomore Zoie Barron and
freshmen Holly Gompf, Kaitlynn Pfeifer
and Emarah Miller. While his team returns
a lot of players, Stover noted that they are
still young, with his core mainly composed
of sophomores.
“We’re looking to build with another
young team led by sophomores,” he said.
In the KMAC, the coach looks at Cardington and Centerburg as the teams to
beat.

from District 11.
With the two Kegleys, the Knights
also possess a lot of height, as Kyle is
6’8” and Tyler is 6’7”.
Ruth will have to make up for the
graduation of three players from last
year’s team. Zach Parrott averaged
four points per game and was the
team’s top defensive player. Also, Alijah Keen picked up eight points and
six boards per contest and Nate Hall
served as the back-up point guard.
Returning will be senior Lane
Bachelder, a senior who played varsity until suffering a broken foot halfway through the season. Also seeing
time will be sophomore Blake Miller.
“We went to go back-to-back league
titles and to win the first KMAC
title,” said Ruth of his team’s goals.
“Our ultimate goal is to make a deep
run in the postseason — we want to
play at the Schott.”
To prepare for the postseason,
Ruth is hoping for a strong season in
league play.
“Highland will be our biggest challenge, followed by Mount Gilead and
Danville,” he said. “The other teams
have some nice players and will be
competitors.”
Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext.
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Morrow County Hospital
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+ A staff of experienced emergency medicine physicians and nurses
specially trained to respond to medical emergencies and potentially
life-threatening situations.

+ All non-life threatening illnesses and injuries are treated.

24/7 emergency care right in Morrow County

+ Our emergency services are designed to meet all medical surgical
emergencies that may arise.
+ EMS personnel are able to communicate with our physicians and
hospital staff prior to your actual arrival.

Quick, convenient care in Morrow County
+ Urgent Care is an efficient, affordable alternative to the
Emergency Department.

Morrow County Hospital
651 West Marion Road
Mt. Gilead, Ohio 43338
(419) 946.5015
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*Both services located at same location, Morrow County Hospital, 651 West Marion Road, Mt. Gilead, Ohio.

Learn more about how we can care for you and your family at morrowcountyhospital.com

