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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

After finishing 7-3 last year and 7-0 in 
league play, Highland coach Chad Car-
penter is hoping to continue that success 
in the Knox Morrow Athletic Conference 
behind 10 returning lettermen.

The coach, who boasts a 96-61 record 
through 15 years coaching the Scots, 
has seven returning starters on offense 
and five on defense. He noted that a big 
strength of his team should be in the 
trenches.

“We have many returning offensive 
and defensive linemen and team speed,” 

he said. “Many players received play-
ing time last year and should be able to 
contribute towards our team success this 
year.”

He cited Javier Vasquez, Chase Car-
penter, Andy Cooley, Troy Messmer and 
Joey Scaffidi as key offensive linemen, 
with Vasquez, Carpenter, Cooley and 
Scaffidi also expected to contribute on 
the defensive line.

Brock Veley, Jack Weaver, Josh 
Cantrell and Brody Matthews will be 
looked at as running backs, while Isaiah 
Stoneburner and Clay Matthews will 
be expected to catch balls thrown from 
quarterbacks Reese Weissenfluh and 

Tate Tobin.
Tobin, Matt Reid, Brody Matthews and 

Cantrell will all see time at linebacker, 
while key defensive backs will be Veley, 
Clay Matthews, Jarin Vasquez and Stone-
burner.

While Carpenter is confident in his 
linemen, he does note that his team’s 
chances of success will rely on inexperi-
enced skill position players being able to 
step up.

“The lack of depth at many skill posi-
tions,” he said when asked about team 
weaknesses. “We lost a lot of skill players 
from both sides of the ball that will need 
replaced. Younger players will need to 

step up.”
In league play, the coach expects East 

Knox, Danville and Centerburg to all 
be tough opposition in the race for the 
KMAC title.

“Our players have worked extremely 
hard this summer to prepare for the 
upcoming schedule,” he said. “Like in 
past years, we play a very tough non-con-
ference schedule. We open with Bloom 
Carroll, Ontario and at River Valley. Con-
ference play should be very competitive 
this year as many of them have returning 
players.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Highland’s football team will look to grab another conference championship this fall.                                                                                                                                                            Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel 
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Despite losing a number of key play-
ers from last year’s 7-3 team, Carding-
ton first-year head coach Beau Wolford 
has high expectations for this year’s 
squad.

“We are excited to get started in the 
first year of the KMAC,” he said. “Our 
kids have the expectation of becoming 
the first KMAC champs.”

The team graduated a lot of talent 
in Luke McCarrell, Nate Craig, Skyler 
Bowling, Devin Pearl, Bobby Davis, 
Adam Hook, Gabe Mash, Christian 
Huffman, Tyler Patterson and Gabe 
McAvoy. However, Wolford returns let-
terwinners Daniel Kill, Dalton Purtee, 
Tyler Villella, Garrett Wagner, Dyllon 
Huffman, Devin Speck, Branden Steck-

el and Nick McAvoy.
The new coach also has a number of 

newcomers looking for playing time. 
He cited Cade Ruehrmund, Andrew 
Cochran, Mason Goers, Ty Landon, 
Brydon Ratliff, Gavin Hurt, Tristan 
Nichols, Cody Hiett, Gavin Plowman 
and Trey Brininger as varsity newcom-
ers.

“Some upcoming players that we 
expect to impact the backfield are 
Mason Goers, Ty Landon, Branden 
Steckel, Gage Hurt, Gavin Hurt and 
Cody Hiett,” he said. “Upcoming con-
tenders for offensive and defensive line 
are Jay Battrell, Tristan Nichols and 
Dyllan Huffman. Our freshman class 
consists of 18 new Pirates that are itch-
ing for the chance to prove themselves. 
Hopefully, there will be some surpris-
ing talent from this group.”

The coach noted that he likes the 
talent he has on offense, but adds that 
they need to find new blood in nearly 
every skill position.

“Offensively, we will be returning a 
veteran offensive line in Dalton Purtee, 
Tyler Villella, Nick McAvoy and Devin 
Speck,” he said. “We will have some 
young guys that are competing for 
those spots as well. We are looking at 
some good speed in the backfield with 
Mason Goers and Garrett Wagner and 
a number of options at quarterback 
including Daniel Kill and Cade Ruehr-
mund. We will be finding new leader-
ship in almost every skill position as 
we transition from a large graduating 
class last year.”

The same holds true on the defensive 
end, as the team has a few veterans 
and a lot of younger players fighting 

for playing time.
“Defensively, we will be led by two 

returning senior linebackers in Villella 
and Kill and some returning defensive 
linemen,” he said. “We are looking 
forward to watching a lot of young 
athletes step up and take on the roles 
within our defensive backfield.”

Wolford looks at Danville and High-
land as top contenders in the league, 
but adds that his squad has aspirations 
of being in that mix, as well.

“Our goals are to be competitive in 
everything that we do and focus on the 
fundamentals of teamwork,” he said. 
“With a young team and high expecta-
tions, our players are working hard 
every day to be the best team in the 
KMAC.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Cardington FB out to reload
Cardington’s 2017 football team is in the above picture.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Courtesy Photo | Eric Kill
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In his first year as head coach of Mount 
Gilead’s football program, Joe Ulrey will 
have 11 returning letterwinners and eight 
returning starters to work with, but will 
have to build up the team’s skill positions.

Ulrey, who’d previously coached at East 
Knox, noted that his team is probably 
strongest across the lines.

“Offensive and defensive lines should 
be areas of strengths,” he said. “We have 
decent numbers in these areas and a few 
returning starters in these areas. Skill 
positions on both offense and defense will 
be an area of concern. A large number of 
graduates were skill players and we do not 
have tremendous depth at these areas.”

The Indians graduated 11 players from 
last year’s team, including first-team All-
Ohioan Jonah Barnett, who rushed for 
nearly 2500 yards. Ulrey still has a num-
ber of upperclassmen he will be counting 
on to lead the team.

On offense, he projects senior Seth 
Young to be the starting quarterback, 
with seniors Timmy Brower, Hunter 
Trimmer and Robert Trapani in the 
backfield and seniors Jason Levings and 
Colton Clark and junior Mason Mollohan 
catching passes. Seniors Tyler Cooper, 
Trae Stark and Kaleb Fisher and junior 
Tristin Seitz and Garrett Casto on the 
line. Senior Scott Page will kick the ball 
and Brower and Clark will also serve as 

returners.
Defensively, Trapani, Cooper, Stark and 

Brower are expected to start on the line, 
while freshman Andy Williamson, junior 
Nick McKinney, Mollohan and Trim-
mer will be the team’s linebackers. The 
defensive backfield will consist of Clark, 
Levings, sophomore Brady Mermann 
and Young. Young will also punt, while 
Brower will return punts.

“Our four captains will be counted on 
largely to be leaders,” said Ulrey. “They 
are Seth Young, Timmy Brower, Hunter 
Trimmer and Trae Stark. There are a 
number of other guys that are looked up 
at by their teammates that will need to 
step up and be leaders as well. Essentially, 
these guys’ main role is to be positive 
leaders and keep the team poised and 
calm at times of adversity.”

The coach also noted that his team has 
a number of young players looking to 
make an impact.

“We have some good young talent that 
has been fighting for playing time both 
on offense and defense, as well as special 
teams,” he said. “This would include 
really just about all of our freshmen and 
sophomores. With our overall numbers 
being down, these guys will need to con-
tinue learning our offense and defense 
and continue battling for spots.”

In Knox Morrow Athletic Conference 
play, the coach is expecting a competitive 
season.

“I feel we have the talent and abilities 

MG seeks success under new coach
Mount Gilead’s football team is in the above picture.                                                                                                                                                                   Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel 

to compete in the newly formed KMAC,” 
he said. “I believe the teams to beat will 
be Highland, Danville and East Knox. 
However, from top to bottom, the league 
is fairly balanced and competitive and I 

would not be surprised if another team 
that was not mentioned rises to the top.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Scott Armrose, in his first year as 
Northmor’s head coach, is hoping a large 
number of returnees can help the team 
improve on last season’s 1-9 record.

The team returns several lettermen on 
both sides of the ball. Demetrius John-
son, a second-team Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference player last year, will step in 
at quarterback to replace the graduated 
Jordan Wiseman. Conan Becker, who 
was an honorable mention selection, will 
be the fullback, while Conor Becker will 
serve as halfback. Kyle Kegley, Chris 
Bood and Wyatt Reeder return at wide 

receiver, while Ryan Moore is the tight 
end. Returning on the offensive line are 
Tyson Moore and Austin Wheeler. Also, 
Kegley also will serve as kicker again.

On the defensive line, D’Marcus Hud-
son, Kaleb Briggs and Ryland Thomas 
return. Conor Becker, Moore and David 
Milavec are back at linebacker, while 
Wyatt Reeder, Conan Becker and John-
son return in the defensive backfield. 
Also, Johnson is back as the team’s punt-
er and Conan Becker will return punts.

“We are a team learning,” said Arm-
rose. “Our players and coaches alike are 
learning new systems on both sides of 
the ball. We have a solid senior class, 

only four juniors and are relying heav-
ily on a solid sophomore class. We are 
counting on our senior class for leader-
ship.”

Of those sophomores, four are varsity 
newcomers that the coach is hoping 
to see big things from. Center Ethan 
Trainer, right guard Jordan Haines, right 
tackle Brandon Planey and cornerback 
Gavin Ramos will all be expected to con-
tribute.

“We have good team speed with Deme-
trius Johnson, Conan Becker, Conor 
Becker and Wyatt Reeder,” he said. “Kyle 
Kegley, at 6’7” playing wide receiver, 
is going to give people match-up prob-

lems. Our offensive line has two seniors 
returning in Austin Wheeler and Tyson 
Moore. We are looking for sophomores 
Brandon Planey, Ethan Trainer and Jor-
dan Haines to contribute on the line as 
well. Senior Noah Trainer will play wing 
back as well.”

In the new Knox Morrow Athletic 
Conference, Armrose looks at two teams 
as being potential frontrunners.

“The addition of Danville will make 
things interesting in our first year in the 
KMAC,” he said. “Highland has proven 
themselves the team to beat.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Knight FB working to pick up wins
Northmor’s football team is looking to improve upon last year’s performance.                            Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

After finishing third in the Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference last year, Highland 
golf coach Chris Rupe will be looking 
for an even better performance in the 
team’s first season in the Knox Morrow 
Athletic Conference.

The team returns three letterwin-
ners. Sam Lopiccolo is a three-year var-
sity player who was a second-team pick 
by the MOAC last year. Also, Cameron 
Snyder has two years of varsity experi-
ence and Noah Dado has one.

Rupe also can count on three fresh-
men, as Owen Mott, Dillon Lehman 

and Drew Santo all joined the team. 
However, he will have to overcome 
four losses, as Caleb and Luke Dodds 
moved to Florida, Jarin Vasquez went 
back to football and Bryan Whited 
graduated.

“We want to compete for the KMAC 
championship,” said Rupe. “Also 
continue development of our middle 
school program. This will be the sec-
ond year of the program.”

In the conference, the coach looks 
at Mount Gilead and Cardington to be 
the teams to beat.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Scot golf returns three
Rob Hamilton | Morrow County SentinelHighland’s golf team is in the above picture.
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Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel 
Highland’s volleyball team will try to 
build off last season’s trip to the state 
semifinals this year.
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

After a 27-2 season in 2016 culmi-
nating with a trip to the Division 
III state semifinals, the Highland 
volleyball team will look to keep 
that success going behind seven 
returning letterwinners.

Both junior libero Bridget 
Oder and sophomore outside 
hitter/defensive specialist 
Raina Terry were second-team 
picks in the Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference last year. They’ll 
be joined by senior returnees 
Parker Steck (setter), Bailey 
Santo (outside hitter/defensive 
specialist) and Krista Walters 
(middle hitter); junior Kelsee 
Bargnesi (setter) and sophomore 
Gena West (middle hitter/right side       
hitterww.

The team also will be adding a few new players 
to the varsity in juniors Christina 

Rose (middle hitter) and Mikaela 
Brown (outside hitter) and 

freshman Makenna Belcher 
(outside hitter/defensive 

specialist).
However, there will 

be some big shoes to 
fill, as three key play-
ers from last year’s 
squad graduated. 
The team will be 
without the services 
of Ashton Terrill, 
who currently plays 

at Northern Kentucky 
University after setting 

school records in digs 
and aces and being a four-

year All-Ohio, Central Dis-
trict and MOAC player, being 

named Player of the Year twice in 

both the district and league.
Also gone is Taylor Belcher, who was a first-team 

MOAC representative last year and now is playing 
for Otterbein University; as well as Kelsey Walters, 
who also earned all-league honors.

Despite those losses, it’s hard for head coach Rob 
Terrill to not be optimistic about this team’s pros-
pects.

“We’re very excited about our season,” he said. 
“Returning seven off a state tournament team should 
get us off to a great start. We’re moved to Division II 
this year, so that will be a new challenge.”

While the league has changed from the MOAC to 
the Knox Morrow Athletic Conference, the coach 
doesn’t expect much to be different.

“I expect Fredericktown, Northmor and Carding-
ton to be improved and a formidable challenge for 
us,” he said. “We’re in a new league, but the only 
school change from the MOAC is losing Elgin and 
gaining Danville. New league, same faces.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him 
on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Scot VB out to stay at top of league
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The Mount Gilead volleyball program will be under new 
leadership this year, as Linda DeMatteis will be the head 
coach and be assisted by Katie Wells.

DeMatteis, who has five years of coaching experience, 
will return four letterwinners from last year’s team. Kora 
James earned honorable mention recognition in league 
play, while Katie Elson, Jessica Brewer and Makenzie 
Bump also return.

With the loss of Olivia Brewer (second-team all-MOAC), 
Cassie Lyon and Becca Kincaid, DeMatteis will be looking 
for young players to step up. She cited Haley Dean, Maka-
lyn Strahm, Betsy Barker and Maddie Mathwig as varsity 
newcomers this year.

“Our goal for this season is to turn this program around 
to a winning and learning atmosphere,” said DeMatteis. 
“We have gone back to basic fundamentals and team com-
radery. Our goal is to make each one of these players the 
best that they can be on the court and off the court.”

When it comes to league play, the coach notes there are 
two teams in particular that will be tough match-ups.

“Cardington is a team we need to look out for this year,” 
she said. “Their program has completely changed around 
these last two years from varsity head coach Mosher. 
Highland is another team that is in our conference we 
need to look out for. Highlnad has had years of experience 
and time to build the teams up.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him 
on Twitter at @SportsMCS

MG spikers out to rebound under new coach

         Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Mount Gilead’s varsity volleyball team for this fall is pictured above.          

Cardington girls hoping for big season this year
By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

Under first-year coach Amanda Allen, 
the Cardington volleyball program will 
try to improve on last year’s 12-11 record 
behind eight returnees.

Allen, who replaced Kendra Mosher 
after she took an assistant coaching job at 
Kenyon College, will have a lot of talent 
to work with. Senior outside hitter Jordan 
Deskins was a first-team pick by both the 
league and district last year, while senior 
libero Rylie Partlow has been a second-
team pick by the league and district in 

both of the past two years.
Senior setter Marissa Hall was an honor-

able mention pick by the league last year, 
while senior hitter Makenna McClure was 
named honorable mention by the league 
as a sophomore. All five returning seniors 
will graduate as four-year letterwinners. 
Also returning are senior Kyndall Spires, 
juniors Paige Clinger and Maci Morgan 
and sophomore Hannah Wickline.

While the team graduated Markie Seitz 
and Gracie Rees, Allen will have a number 
of new players ready to help fill holes in the 
line-up. She cited freshman setter Kyleigh 
Bonnette as a player with plenty of club 

experience. Sophomore Casey Bertke and 
juniors Katie Lester, Gabby Snodgrass, 
Delisa Goodman and Aubrey Curtis also 
join the team.

“We have seen some great things hap-
pen already in our season, as early as it is,” 
said Allen. “The girls have endured many 
obstacles and challenges, such as changes 
in the coaching staff, two-a-days and some 
injuries. We continue to work hard as a 
group and communicate with one another 
about what is working and what is not. 
I am incredibly proud of how everyone 
has rallied and continued to build team 
morale.”

When it comes to season goals, Allen 
wants to finish with a winning record, not 
get swept by any team, finish in the top 
three in the league and serve at or above 
90 percent as a team. To have success in 
the league, she knows her team will need 
to get past Highland and Northmor.

“There are two teams in our conference 
that have always caused us problems and 
they are Highland and Northmor,” Allen 
said. “We have had sets that we were very 
competitive with them, so I know that the 
girls can win.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

After finishing 19-6 last year, Northmor’s 
volleyball team will try to build upon that 
success behind six returning letterwinners.

Junior Anna Donner (outside hitter) was 
a first-team pick by both the Mid-Ohio Ath-
letic Conference and Central District last 
year, while senior setter Jordyn Zoll earned 
second-team recognition by the league and 
district. Also back are seniors Kelsie Fike, 
Caitlin Thebeault, Cristianna Boggs and 
Hope Miracle.

While the team graduated a pair of last 
year’s players in league honorable mention 
pick Lindsey Wiseman, as well as Rayanna 
Loyer, head coach Kara Wright has some 
new additions for this, the school’s first 
season in the new Knox Morrow Athletic 
Conference.

Juniors Hanna Bentley, Lily Tate and Aly 
Blunk; and sophomore Leslie Brubaker all 
are expected to contribute on the varsity 
level this season.

“Our goals are continued success, to 
build on last year’s 19-6 record and com-
pete for the KMAC title,” Wright said, not-
ing that Highland would likely be the team 
to beat in conference play.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Knight VB out to build on recent success

Northmor’s volleyball team will look to improve on last year’s 19-6 mark.                    Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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After finishing 3-10-1 in his program’s 
first year of existence, Highland boys’ soc-
cer coach John Sacleben returns a lot of 
returning lettermen to this season’s squad.

Senior Zach Rogers was a second-team 
All-Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference per-
former last year and will be back with 
classmates Kahlil Karya, Brad More-
house, Alex Presley, Jay Schreiber and 

Highland 
boys’ soccer 
improving

Highland 
girls soccer 
team has 
experience

Highland’s boys’ soccer team is in the above picture.                                                                                                             Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

Highland girls’ soccer coach Matt 
Mosher will have a good deal of return-
ing experience in the second year of the 
program.

Seniors Molly Delaney and Olivia 
Sheets; juniors Kelsey Anderson and 
Gracie Hinkle and sophomores Madison 
Bolton, Elizabeth Hollar, Riley Kem-
mer, Brooke Ratliff, Alexis Shaw, Emily 
White, Madison Zamer and Avery Zerby 
all return for the Scots.

They will be joined by seniors Hannah 
Williams and Allie LaFever, sophomores 
Madison Dudgeon and Selina Cruz and 
freshman Kait Hubbard.

Mosher noted, that with the team 
still young as far as varsity experience 
goes, the main goals are to simply keep 

improving, citing that they need to focus 
on team defense and movement, as well 
as ball skills.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Highland’s girls’ soccer team is in the above picture.                                                                                                                      Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Jon Sparks. Also back are juniors Austin 
Kelley, Garrett Milburn, Ben Rinehart 
and Hasin Turner; as well as sophomores 
Zachary Granger, Ryan Kelley, Ethan 
Pinkham, Chris Schnuerer, Jeffrey Smith 
and Cameron Striblin.

The team also will add junior Brennen 
McLaughlin; sophomore Justin Brown 

and freshmen Jordan Brooks, Thomas 
Cruz, Colton Gustafson, Xaiver Privette 
and Austin Smith to the varsity to fill the 
shoes left by graduates Andrew Ruckman 
and Vinny Wiley.

As the only team with soccer in the 
new Knox Morrow Athletic Conference, 
Sachleben quipped, “We’re the only boys 

program in the brand new KMAC. Should 
win it!”

When it comes to team goals, the coach 
had a simple message.

“We want to improve on last year’s 
record and have some fun.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

After a great year in which 
both his boys’ and girls’ teams 
qualified for the state meet, 
Mount Gilead cross country 
coach Dennis West will see if 
they can repeat that feat.

Both teams graduated two 
key runners (Austin Hallabrin 
and Nick Weiss for the boys; 
Hannah Bush and Darcy Picker 
for the girls), but return a lot of 
talent while adding large fresh-
man classes.

For the boys, who finished 
fifth in the state meet last year, 
seven letterwinners return. 
Junior Casey White was named 
all-conference, all-district, all-
regional and all-state for his 
efforts last year. Sophomore 
Liam Dennis was all-conference 
and all-district; while juniors 
Kyle White and Trevor Ball 
both were all-district. Juniors 
Gavin Robinson, Sy Shipman 
and Brandon Stevens also let-
tered.

“Talented youth make up our 
team varsity and state meet 
experience,” said West. “We 
have a strong front-runner in 
Casey White, who was 15th 
at state. We have a strong top 
seven with four more pushing 
them. Team numbers are up, so 
that helps a lot.”

With all that working in his 

team’s favor, West is hoping 
they can win the Knox Morrow 
Athletic Conference title and 
district title before winning at 
regionals and making a run in 
the state meet.

The girls’ team took the fifth 
and final regional qualifying 
spot before finishing 16th at 
state. Sophomore Baylee Hack, 
who set a school record of 
19:02 and was all-conference, 
all-district and all-region, 
returns, as do juniors Micah 
James and Jadyn Shipman and 
sophomores Madison Fitzpat-
rick, Bridgette Millisor and 
Makayla Weaver.

“We are youthful, talented 
and our numbers are up,” said 
West. “We have a great pack 
and a lot of depth on this team. 
We have five girls returning 
with state meet experience. 
We have four freshman run-
ners coming in off winning the 
middle school state meet.”

West is hoping his team can 
improve on last year’s experi-
ences, noting that they have the 
ability to make an impact in the 
state meet.

“We want to focus on win-
ning the KMAC championship 
title, want to be tough in the 
postseason and make an impact 
at state,” he said.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-
3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him on Twitter 
at @SportsMCS

MG teams working to return to state

Mount Gilead’s boys’ cross country team is pictured above.              Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

In the above picture is the 2017 girls’ cross country team at Mount Gilead.                         Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

In his 20th year as head coach of the Northmor 
girls’ cross country team, Mark Yaussy returns 11 
letterwinners from last year’s state-qualifying team.

Back are seniors Brooke Bennett, Sammie Grogg 
and Viv Cutrupi; junior Sam Peters and sophomores 
Frankie Cutrupi, Julianna Ditullio, Jessica Duryea, 
Brooke Huntsman, Maddie Jordan, Sabrina Kelley 
and Carolyn McGauley.

Yaussy noted that Bennett, Peters, Ditullio, 
Duryea and Jordan won all-conference awards last 
year and also all were on that state-qualifying team. 
Peters, Ditullio, Duryea and Jordan also were all-
district runners.

While the team graduated Kristen Duryea, an 
all-conference and all-district runner who also was 
a state qualifier, Yaussy has confidence in his team’s 
hopes, as they have a lot of new talent coming in. 
He said that Julia Kanagy, Kristie Wright and Olivia 
Goodson all have potential to run varsity this year.

“We hope to finish in the top three of every 
invite,” said the coach. “We look forward to improv-
ing every meet and hope to finish the season at the 
state meet.”

Yaussy is hoping his team can be in the mix in the 
conference meet, as he expects a competitive race.

“The conference will be very competitive as 
usual,” he said. “Mount Gilead, Centerburg and 
Fredericktown will be tough as usual. We hope to 
stay healthy and be able to compete with these 
teams.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect 
with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Knight girls hope to reach state again

Northmor’s girls’ cross country is out to make a return trip to the state meet this year.                              Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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By Rob Hamilton
roberthamilton@aimmediamidwest.com 

The Highland girls’ cross country team 
returns a number of letterwinners as 
they hope to improve on last year’s fifth-
place finish in the conference and 13th-
place finish at districts.

Returning are seniors Olivia Longh-
enry and Sophia Thompson; juniors Cla-
rissa Dudgeon, Liz Jensen and Morgan 
Wilhelm and sophomores Madison Cecil, 
Brooklyn Geiger and Sammie Trusler. 
Head coach Shawn Wilhelm also has a 
number of new runners to help replace 
graduates Jenna Brown, Hailey Howard 
and Laura Spearman.

“Alex DeBord and Sarah Cooley have 
come out as seniors and look to add 
some depth to the team,” he said. “As 
for the freshmen, Mia White, Heather 
Ross and Hayley Price hope to work 
their way into varsity spots as the season 
progresses.”

Wilhelm is simply hoping for his charg-
es to remain healthy this year.

“After an injury-riddled 2016 season, 
the Flying Lady Scots hope to bounce 
back and have a successful 2017 cam-
paign,” he said. “Thompson leads the 
girls and continues to provide solid 
senior leadership and pushes them to 
find a team that is capable of making a 
run to the regional meet in October.”

Wilhelm looks at the new Knox Mor-
row Athletic Conference as a strong one, 
citing the majority of teams as having 
a good shot at winning a league title. 
“Northmor returns a very solid group of 
girls from last year’s championship, but 

Scot runners want to move up in league

Pictured above is the girls’ cross country team at Highland.                                                                                                          Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Centerburg, Highland, Mount Gilead 
and Fredericktown are not far behind,” 
he said.

The boys’ cross country team returns 
six from a team that was fourth in both 
the conference and district, as juniors 
Chandler Bumpus, Collin Kipp and Dal-
ton Lee; as well as sophomores Branton 
Howard, Christian Miller and Zach Wet-
zel all are back.

While the team graduated Tyler Bowen 
and Christian Buchholz, they will add 

freshman Tucker Tague, who was 11th 
in the MOAC middle school race last 
year and 35th at the middle school state 
championships — giving Wilhelm hope 
that he will challenge for a varsity spot.

“The Flying Scots are sophomore 
and junior loaded this season,” he said. 
“Everyone on the team is a junior or 
sophomore with the exception of Tague. 
They constantly challenge each other 
in practice to raise the level of achieve-
ment. This team has a hunger to do the 

work to return to the regional level that 
they just missed last year. Their ultimate 
goal is getting the Flying Scots to the 
state meet as a team for the first time in 
many years.”

Wilhelm looks at Fredericktown, 
Northmor and Mount Gilead to be the 
top challengers for Highland in their bid 
for a league title in the KMAC this year.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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