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Cosmetology
Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT)
Healthcare: CNA,
Medical Assisting,
Medical Office,
Phlebotomy, Practical
Nursing, Respiratory
Therapy, Surgical
Technology
HVAC
Industrial
Maintenance
(Hydraulics/
Pneumatics)
OPOTC Peace Officer
Power Lineman w/CDL
Welding, Masonry
and More
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Wilmington College Celebrating
Sesquicentennial during 2020-21
On August 11, 1870, local
Quakers purchased 17 ¼ acres
of land and an unfinished building for $11,334 at an auction
with the intention of establishing a four-year college dedicated to the ideals espoused by
the Society of Friends and the
belief that an enlightened society would flourish for the good
of humankind.
Thus, Wilmington College
was born.
Classes began the following
April and, four years later, in
1875, the initial four graduates
received their diplomas. Much
has occurred over the past 150
years: young lives transformed,
lifelong friendships established,
knowledge gained for the betterment of society and students
prepared to go out and change
the world.
The College is observing
the 150th anniversary of its
founding with programming,
commemorative publications
and other special observances
running through spring 2021.
Downtown Wilmington is
ablaze with pole banners lining
the central business district.
On campus, a 60-foot high banner highlighting the sesquicentennial covers the belltower.

graduating class was comprised of four students, three
of whom were women. During their time at WC, tuition
was $1 a week and students
paid 8 cents per meal and $1
a week to live on campus.
• WC’s first African American graduate was William
Yoakley, Class of 1902. He
went on to become a much-

respected, local physician in
Wilmington.
• Following World War II,
the College experienced
an influx of veterans who
enrolled as part of the G.I.
Bill. Needing a place in
which to house these men,
President Sam Marble called
upon the study body to build
a residence hall in 1948.

Reports of this self-help
endeavor made the national
news. Marble Hall is still in
use today.
• Speaking of World War II,
in October 1944, freshman
Charles Hart was on a ladder
washing windows at the College Library when an Army
P-47 fighter plane crash landed just feet away from him on

• In 1907, the local Hazard’s
Drug Store experienced
a mid-winter dip in sales.
Ernest Hazard and his staff
concocted a unique ice cream
sundae that they promoted
at the College. Upon tasting
the samples, students spread
the word across the campus
to make the mile-long trek
downtown to taste what
became known nationally
as a banana split — only 10
cents!
• Again, hearkening back to
1907, the Lady Quakers basketball team defeated The
Ohio State

Here are a few pieces of the
College’s 150-year history:
• Wilmington College’s first

the campus mall, moments
after taking off from the
nearby Clinton County Army
Air Field. Hart jumped on
the burning plane and pulled
the pilot out to safety.

Submitted photo

Wilmington College students are pictured at the College's student union from the late 1940s/ early 1950s known as The Cove.

University. Less than a century later, the team won the
NCAA D-III National Championship in 2004. The football
team, which was actually on
Ohio State’s schedule in 1926
(OSU 13 - WC 7), was NAIA
National Runner-Up in 1980
and the men’s soccer team
made the NAIA Final Four in
1986. WC also boasts six individual D-III National Champions in wrestling and track and
field.
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Manufacturing on the Move!
Rio Grande Community College has
partnered with Wellston High School
to provide instruction to students to
earn the Manufacturing Skills Standard Council (MSSC) 12-point industry-recognized credential as a graduation required seal. Rio Grande faculty
and Wellston High School faculty are
providing instruction at Wellston High
School during the high school class
time. Rio Grande will provide training using a mobile manufacturing lab

at Wellston High School, with Allen
Bradley Programmable Logistics Controllers and other equipment that is
used in local industries. “The Manufacturing Mobile Unit allows Wellston
High Schools students hands-on training opportunities at their high school
while earning college credits and
preparing them for the workplace”
stated Amanda Ehman, Director of
Community Partnerships and Admissions Operations at Rio Grande.

“These courses taught at Wellston
High School are college level courses
that are a pathway to the Associates of
Technical Studies – Industrial Automation and Maintenance program at
Rio Grande. “ Ehman said.
This project was made possible by
multiple partnerships in the county.
Tammy Osborne-Smith the Director
of Jackson County Job and Family
Services says “Workforce partnership
and collaboration that is committed

Pictured Front Left to Right: Wellston HS students, Chase Ingalls, RJ Kemp, Zane Moore, Conner Mercer, Jonathan Garvin, Jarrod Wilbur

to building a workforce development
system that meets the needs of both
job seekers and employers throughout
our region is essential. Being provided with the opportunity for our
organizations to work collaboratively
and build the framework needed to
shape and promote successful futures
will not only empower our youth, but
strengthen our local workforce. Our
team is honored to be part of this
project.”

Submitted photo

Back Left to Right: Teri McGraw Deputy Director Jackson County Job and Family Services, Tina Callahan, Wellston High School English Teacher, Nathan Niese Wellston HS Guidance Counselor, Megan Sowers,
Wellston HS Principal, Ryan Smith President University of Rio Grande Rio Grande Community College, George Clonch Rio Grande Professor, Beth Zinn Rio Grande Jackson Center Director, Ciara Small Rio
Grande College Credit Plus Coordinator.
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RANKED AMONG BEST COLLEGES
BY US NEWS & WORLD REPORT
RANKED #9 IN NATION
FOR GAME DESIGN
RANKED #10 IN NATION
FOR PLASTICS ENGINEERING
TECHNOLOGY
CHLOE LONG
Occupational Therapy | SO
SSU Women’s Bowling
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DISCOVER THE VALUE
S OF A SHAWNEE STATE
UNIVERSITY DEGREE

E

E

Higher earnings over the course of your career
Makes you 67% more likely to be employed
Opens doors for job advancement
Shawnee State University’s tuition is among the lowest in Ohio
Special scholarships for qualifying students in Ohio, Kentucky and
West Virginia
• More than 70 academic programs including nationally-ranked and
regionally-recognized career ready degrees
• 1:16 faculty-to-student ratio, giving you a personalized learning
experience
•
•
•
•
•

Visit us Online or In-Person: shawnee.edu/visit
www.shawnee.edu // Explore Majors: viewbook.shawnee.edu
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Shawnee State Ranked Among US News & World Report’s 2021 Best Colleges

Submitted photo

Shawnee State University has
been ranked among the best colleges
in the nation by U.S. News & World
Report for the second year in a row.
“Shawnee State’s nationally-ranked
academic programs, particularly
those in game design, plastics engineering technology, and health professions, set us — and our graduates
— apart,” SSU President Jeff Bauer
said. “So does our commitment to
access and student success.”
Shawnee State ranked #39-51 in
Top Public Schools in Regional Universities Midwest on the U.S. News
& World Report ranking for 2021.
SSU came in at #119-#156 overall
in Regional Universities Midwest.
Schools are ranked according to
their performance across a set of
widely accepted indicators of excellence including academic quality,

graduation and retention rates,
student-to-faculty ratio, social mobility, affordability, faculty resources,
alumni giving, and graduate indebtedness.
Rankings for the Regional Universities category are for colleges that
offer a full range of undergraduate
programs, some master’s programs
but few doctoral programs. These
rankings are split into four regions:
North, South, Midwest and West.
“We have billboards in the region
telling our local students to ‘stay
home and go far,’” SSU President
Jeff Bauer, said. “That’s a message that extends to students who
come to us from every county in
Ohio, throughout Kentucky and
West Virginia, and from all over the
See SHAWNEE | 9

We are a hands-on school.
Our community-of-doing
will place you in the

HANDS-ON LEARNING.
HANDS-ON LIVING.
Visit us online at:

OH-70204867

www.wilmington.edu

center of the learning experience,
unlocking your potential
and opening doors.
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Accessible, affordable, high quality
By David Wright

Southern State Community College
was chartered in February 1975, and
while much has changed since then in
the areas of education, technology and
the services the college provides, the
mission has generally remained the
same: to provide accessible, affordable
and high-quality education to people in
Southern Ohio.
Through partnerships with many area
schools, universities and companies,
SSCC has developed a wide array of
educational and career opportunities for
students from all walks of life. Whether
you are in high school and ready to begin
college before graduating, or later in life
looking for a career change, SSCC has a
pathway for you.
Nicole Roades, vice president of
academic affairs at the college, said the

Shawnee
From page 8

nation and world. Our students are
graduating with degrees that will take
them anywhere they want to go in their
careers.”
Bauer said that Shawnee State serves
a unique mission of open access and a
focus on student success. Delivering
on that mission helped SSU earn the
#150 rank in Top Performers on Social
Mobility in the 2021 U.S. New & World
Report ranking.
Rankings in this category encompassed economically disadvantaged
students who are less likely than others to finish college, yet these colleges
are more successful than others at

college is driven by a clearly defined
mission and vision, with accessibility,
affordability and a high level of quality at
the center.
Roades said the college prides itself
on being an open-admission institution
where all students have the opportunity
to achieve their educational goals.
“Further, the geographic location of
the college’s campuses and the diverse
delivery models ensure that college is
within reach to the entire Southern Ohio
community,” she said.
Affordability is also central to the college’s values, Roades said.
“Southern State hosts one of the lowest tuition rates among non-levy twoyear colleges across the entire state of
Ohio and is well below the cost of attending a four-year university,” she said.
Roades said beyond accreditation and
regulatory compliance, the college’s fac-

advancing social mobility by enrolling and graduating large proportions
of disadvantaged students eligible for
federal Pell Grants, which are awarded
to students whose adjusted gross family
incomes are under $50,000.
“This particular ranking gets to the
heart of who we are and the true value
of a Shawnee State degree. By offering
nationally recognized programs, low
tuition rates, and student support services, we are making college possible for
more students — and we’re changing
lives.”
In the Graduate School category,
Shawnee State ranked #185 in Occupational Therapy.
“We have a long-standing tradition of
excellence in our health-related degrees,
particularly occupational therapy,”

ulty and staff work hard to align student
learning outcomes with the evolving
needs of employers and transfer institutions.
Roades said Southern State is an
important institution to Southern Ohio,
not only because of its vast economic
impact, but also because the college represents opportunity for upward mobility,
promotes an educated citizenry, and
inspires shared responsibility for the
common good throughout the region.
“Southern State takes great pride in
its partnerships throughout the region,
including secondary and post-secondary
partners, employers, and community
leadership,” she said. “At the individual
level, the college may represent the
opportunity to upskill for a new job,
the means by which to save money on a
longer education journey, and in some
cases, it may represent the path to a new
life.”
Roades said Southern State is a good
choice for local people simply because it

offers so many choices itself.
“Aside from the accessibility and
affordability factors, Southern State faculty and staff have a keen understanding
of the students they serve and the region
in which the college is situated,” she
said. “The awareness provides for richer,
more meaningful education experiences
than one may experience elsewhere.”
Roades added that college staff seek
to deeply understand the needs of those
they serve.
“This results in strategic priorities
which expand opportunities for students,
accentuate quality, and deliver exceptional service tailored to the unique
needs of Southern Ohio,” Roades said.
David Wright is the social media coordinator for
Southern State Com.

undefined
First State BankWilmington
You're at home with us!
70204869

OH-70204869

Local community college offers opportunity to all

13 locations t
13 locations throughout
13 locations
Southern
Southern Ohio
throughout

Bauer said. “Our graduates are in
demand and most often have jobs waiting for them before they graduate.”

Shawnee State offers several degrees
in occupational therapy including a twoyear associate’s degree that prepares
graduates for careers as occupational
therapy assistants; the master’s degree
that is also offered as a compressed 3+2
You're at home with us!
degree for incoming freshman who want
to prepare for a career as an occupational therapist in fivewww.fsb4me.com
years; and a new
You're at home with us!
post-professional doctorate in occupa13 locations throughout
tional therapy designed for therapists
interested in advancing their careers.
Southern Ohio
U.S. News & World Report profiled
937.695.0331
over 1,400 schools as part of the Best
Colleges rankings and evaluated each on
www.fsb4me.com
17 indicators of academic quality.

Southern Ohio
937.695.0331
937.695.

www.fsb4m
13 locations throughout
Southern Ohio

937.695.0331

937.695.0331
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It was at a Wright State event that I was introduced to Booz Allen
Shortly after arriving at Wright
State University, Haneen Barri had
been torn between two majors.
“However, after taking one computer programming course the spring
of my freshman year, I knew that was
what I wanted to pursue,” she said.
Today, Barri has a bachelor’s
degree in computer science and a
full-time job at Booz Allen Hamilton,
a management and information technology consulting firm that employs
more than 27,000 workers around

the world.
Barri began interning for Booz
Allen Hamilton in 2018, working as
a Summer Games intern. She was
on a team with four other interns
assigned to create solutions for the
real-world problems of clients.
“Our specific task was to help
Homefull combat food deserts in
urban areas to decrease the number
of citizens with a lack of access to
nutritional food,” she said. “We
helped the nonprofit organization by
creating an inventory system to keep

track of their produce to better serve
the community.”
After graduating from Wright State
in 2019 with a bachelor’s degree in
computer science, a minor in business and mathematics, and a certificate in cyber security, Barri was
hired full time by Booz Allen. She is
a software engineer and consultant.
“I love the environment of working
at Booz Allen. It has a very lively and
friendly atmosphere,” she said. “The
most challenging part, for me, was
improving on my public speaking
skills so that I could better reach my
clients.”
Barri grew up in Bellbrook. Her
father is a computer engineer and
her mother was a teacher. Barri
attended ECOT, the Electronic Class-

room of Tomorrow, which gave her
a flexible schedule and enabled her
to take college courses while in high
school and still graduate on time,
in 2015. Then it was on to Wright
State.
Barri said Wright State helped get
her to where she is today.
“It was at a Wright State event that
I was introduced to Booz Allen and
then later contacted for an interview
for my first internship there,” she
said. “The corporate open houses
and job fairs at Wright State do a
great job at helping you get your foot
in the door.”
Barri advises current students
looking for careers to network, get to
know their local businesses, create
connections and attend job fairs.

Programs:
Dental Assisting
Nurse Aide
Industrial/Constructional
Pharmacy Technician
Electricity
Phlebotomy
Industrial Maintenance
Power Line Mechanic
Informational
Southern Ohio Police
Technology
Academy
Professional
Surgical Technology
Medical Assisting
Welding

OH-70206834

By Jim Hannah

Submitted photo
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Get a world-class education at
one of the lowest four-year
tuition rates in Ohio.
• Apply for free
• No ACT/SAT scores
required
• Apply by November 1
for priority admission
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