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SOMC expanded access to quality care throughout the 2010s
The last ten years have seen 

Southern Ohio Medical Center 
significantly expand access 
to healthcare across southern 
Ohio.

During the decade, SOMC 
opened new Family Health 
Centers in West Union (2014), 
West Portsmouth (2015), 
Portsmouth (2016) and 
Wheelersburg (2018). These 
facilities offer patients a variety 
of services, including family 
practice and pharmacy, at one 
convenient location.

SOMC has continued the 
trend in 2020. Bellefonte 
Ironton Urgent Care and 
Primary Care will be 
transitioning to become 
SOMC’s Ironton Family Health 
Center. The change is expected 

to occur by the end of April.
Providers transitioning to 

SOMC during this time include 
two urgent care providers, Dr. 
Roland Benton and Dr. Bryan 
Fuller, and two primary care 
providers, Dr. James Meadows 
and Kristie Johnson, NP.

For more information 
regarding SOMC’s Family 
Health Centers and the 
expanding access to care, 
visit somc.org. To schedule an 
appointment with a primary 
care provider, call 740-356-
CARE.

Southern Ohio Medical 
Center (SOMC) is a 248-
bed 501(C)(3) not-for-profit 
hospital in Portsmouth, Ohio, 
providing emergency and 
surgical care, as well as a wide 

range of other health-care 
services; SOMC has been in 
the community since 1954. It is 
the mission of SOMC to truly 
make a difference in the lives 
of patients, employees, and the 
surrounding community.

The operation of SOMC 
follows guidelines of The Joint 
Commission, the nation’s 
predominant standards-
setting body in health care, 
and SOMC has received top 
honors from that organization 
for meeting standards. SOMC 
currently employs 3,084 full-
time employees and part-time 
employees, has a medical staff 
of more than 266 physicians 
and specialists, and is 
supported by approximately 
464 regular volunteers.

SOMC is striving to provide 
the highest quality of care to 
make healthcare a remarkable 
experience for everyone served. 
It is the mission of SOMC to 
truly make a difference in the 
lives of patients, employees, 
and the surrounding 
community. The goals of 
SOMC encompass the mission 
and the organization’s five 
strategic values, which include 
achieving and sustaining 
exceptional results in safety, 
quality of care, service, 
teamwork, and financial 
performance.

SOMC was also named 
one of Fortune Magazine’s 
100 Best Places to Work in 
America 2019. SOMC is the 
first hospital in the region 

to achieve the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
highest honor, the Magnet 
recognition status. This honor, 
given to only 6% of hospitals 
nationwide, recognizes 
national excellence in nursing. 
Receiving the national gold 
standard for safety and health, 
SOMC has been awarded the 
Voluntary Protection Program 
Star Designation. Voluntary 
Protection Program is a 
cooperative program of the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA). By 
earning Voluntary Protection 
Program Star status, SOMC is 
in the top 1 percent of hospitals 
nationwide in safety excellence.
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Allen’s Auctions is 
celebrating 50 years 
and 3 generations 
in business. 
We want to thank 
everyone for their 
support of our past and 
future auctions, Whether 
you’re a buyer or seller. 
Also, thank you to all of our 
past and present staff for all of their 
hard work and dedication to Allen’s 
Auctions, Inc.
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Also, thank you to all of our 
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By Kimberly Jenkins
kjenkins@aimmediamidwest.com

Throughout the past 
decade, the Scioto 
County area has become 
one of the biggest 
epidemics for drugs, 
opioids were being 
distributed to patients 
easily by doctors for pain 
and it wasn’t long before 
some of those people 
in the medical field, 
saw their opportunity 
to make money from a 
community that would 
pay to get drugs first for 
pain and then after the 
pain subsided, get the 
drugs because they were 
hooked.

Mothers were losing 
their children, and 
the youth, so many of 
them were hooked on 
pills. Older folks were 
visiting the so-called 
‘Pill Mills’ at an ever-
increasing amount. One 
person who lost her son 
because of these pills is 
Joanna (Krohn) Donini. 
Donini’s son, Wesley, 
was a senior who was 
on spring break and at 
the time of his death, 
he was high on alcohol, 
marijuana and Oxycontin 
and was with friends 
and grabbed a gun and 
said, ‘let’s play Russian 
Roulette; and the gun, 
unfortunately, discharged. 
After his untimely death, 
Donini could see all the 
widespread opioid use 
and she was asked to 
begin to speak to young 
people about the effects 
of these drugs and she 
started working and 
continues today to work 
to try to help those who 
have been hooked.

Back at that time, there 

was the Scioto County 
Drug Action Team, there 
were parents and a lot of 
people who were involved 
in it. SOLACE stands for 
“Surviving Our Loss and 
Continuing Everyday” 
was a big part of that. 
Donini said that her son 
was an organ donor, 
the organ proclamation 
company got me involved 
in being a life ambassador 
and I went around and 
spoke at a few schools 
about my son being an 
organ donor and the 
lives that he saved and 

I encouraged the kids 
to sign up.” She said 
someone asked her ‘why 
don’t you tell the other 
story and where it took 
him to this point. At that 
point, that is how she 
started going to schools 
and it was she said, 
really fulfilling it made 
her feel his death had 
a purpose to it to warn 
others of the dangers and 
hopefully save their lives 
and let them make better 
choices.

Donini said as she 
continued to speak to 

the young people, and 
they continued to have 
questions, she felt she 
needed to do more. She 
called the Counseling 
Center just out of the 
blue said, “What can I 
do to help with all of 
this?” And it was there 
that she was told that 
they had been looking 
for somebody like her 
that there was a drug 
action team, ‘we need 
somebody to lead the 
parent sector, you would 
be perfect’ and it was 
them that suggested she 

do a grief support group 
and she had a meeting 
right in 2010 and it was 
there that she formed 
Solace. Donini said that 
it went quickly from 
maybe five to 50 people, 
going everywhere and 
setting up Solace. The 
need was there. At that 
point, it was the pill 
mills that were the big 
problem. Most of them 
had an opioid addiction, 
which most of them 
started from them being 
prescribed.

During this time 

then, they felt that they 
needed to shut these 
doctors down. The 
people running these 
‘mills’ continued to get 
worse and worse from 
prescribing and handing 
out the pills right out of 
their office and having 
bodyguards there. “It got 
really ridiculous and was 
really bad,Donini said. 
Donini was invited to do 
a lot of things, like go to 
the Ohio Senate to speak 
and she said that a lot 
of what was happening 
to stop this was her, but 
she tried to step back 
and let others tell their 
stories and tell about it. 
She didn’t want people 
to think it was just one 
person, it was a group 
effort.

At the Ohio Senate, she 
got to testify toward the 
bill that Terry Johnson 
got passed, limiting 
the ‘mills’ in what they 
could do. She was even 
live feed on the Dr. Dru 
show during this time. 
She said, “The Governor 
invited us and we got to 
watch him sign this ‘pill 
mill’ bill.” She said she 
thinks that she even got 
to dot the I and he gave 
her the pen. “We really 
became the face in Ohio 
of parents who was doing 
something about drug 
addiction.” Donini was 
humble and did not want 
to take a lot of credit 
in helping to shut them 
down, while speaking 
to the Portsmouth Daily 
Times, but she was truly 
key in seeing that things 
got done and that the 
drug addiction in our 
community would stop 
coming from these ‘mills.’
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The Unique Pain Clinic sign was up and it attracted many people at the beginning of this decade.

Courtesy Photos
JoAnna Donini and her group cheering as they achieved one of their goals in their quest to shut down the ‘pill mills’

Drug epidemic through the past decade

See EPIDEMIC | 7A

MINFORD TELEPHONE COMPANY HAS BEEN 
PROVIDING TELEPHONE SERVICE AND EXCELLENT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

Minford Telephone Co. is a large supporter of the schools, fair 
projects and other organizations of the community. Without our 
loyal customers, MTC would no longer be able to provide this 

support and “give back” within the Community.

Minford Telephone Co. is in the process of installing fiber to the 
home to ALL their customers. Fiber to the Home is available in 
Clarktown, Rubyville, Minford and Stockdale areas. We also have 
triple-play available. Call our office at 820-2151 for more details.

“T hank You Minford 
Telephone Customers for

your Support.”
60711175

OH-70179026

MINFORD TELEPHONE 
COMPANY HAS BEEN

PROVIDING TELEPHONE 
SERVICE AND EXCELLENT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE
FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

Minford Telephone Co. is a large 
supporter of the schools, fair 
projects and other organizations of 
the community. Without our loyal 
customers, MTC would no longer 
be able to provide this support and 
“give back” within the Community.

Fiber to the Home is available in 
Clarktown, Rubyville, Minford 
and Stockdale areas. We also have 
triple-play available. Call our office 
at 820-2151 for more details.
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Portsmouth businesses revitalize downtown
By Bailey Watts
bwatts@aimmediamidwest.com

From online storefronts 
to working through 
an app, Portsmouth’s 
commerce has seen some 
change since 2010.

The 2010s saw many 
new ideas and changes 
come to day to day 
business. Big tech took 
the world by storm, 
movements to raise 
minimum wage gained 
steam and employment 
was offered through an 
app.

Mobile phones, apps, 
and remote working have 
empowered some to be 
able to work from home. 
While not prevalent 
within Scioto county, 
gig work, has become 
mainstream within larger 
cities of the United 
States.

During the last decade, 
the markets recovered 
from the crash in 2008. 
This gave some the 
ability to open their 
own local businesses. 
Locally owned 
businesses of firearms 
shops, tradesmen, 
new restaurants, and Bailey Watts | Portsmouth Daily Times

The 2010’s saw new shops and restaurants line the Portsmouth city streets. See BUSINESSES | 7A
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New Boston
Means Business

We, here at New Boston, take great pride in assisting individuals, entrepeneurs, and corporations 
to succeed in their business ventures. Through our building department, we are here to facilitate and 
expedite the process of starting business. Stop in the Mayor’s office to view a list of available proper-
ties or to have any of your questions answered on how the Village of New Boston can help you open 
your new business.

Visit New Boston for an enjoyable shopping and dining experience and realize true southern Ohio hospitality.
The Village Shopping Center- Game Stop, Sally Beauty Supply, Maurices, Shoe Show, Impressive Nails, Dollar Tree, Rue Guy, 

Rue 21, Fantastic Sam’s, Verizon Wireless, Tri-State Rehab Services, Anytime Fitness, Wal-mart Super Center and Pharmacy, 
AT&T Retailer, Fiesta Salon, G Vapor.

The New Boston Shopping Center- Tractor Supply, CATO, Vision Center, Hibbetts Sports, GNC, Goody’s, Ollies, Pat Catan’s, 
Planet Fitness.

Rural King Shopping Center- Praises, Label Shoppers, Shoe Sensation, LA Nails, Nat’l Cash Advance, Cosmo Prof, Dollar 
General, H&R Block, Rural King.

Other businesses within our Village are: Rent 2 Own, CVS, Wagner Rental, Blackburns Market and Fuel Stop, Coopers 
Truck and Accessories, Splash and Go/Car Wash Laundry Mat, Dragon Appliances, Pauley’s Plumbing, The Wig Shop, Carpet 
Plus, D.W. Swick Funeral Home, MP Printing and Design, Skinner Printing, Shawnee Computer, BMV Licenses Examinations 
Station, Hollywood Hair, Corner Cuts, Salon 7, Smart Styles, Hair Company, Shorty’s Barber Shop, Family Dollar, Ameriprise 
Finance, All-State Insurance, Powell Insurance, US Bank, Kyle Signs, Advanced Auto Parts, Meenach’s Service Station, Interim 
Health Care, Genesis, Dove Car Wash, Scent from Heaven Bakery, Chamberlins CPA, Delille’s, Baker’s Contracting Inc., Be In 
Touch, Automania, Teds Towing, Paps Carryout, Robinette Fire and Security, Stack & Go Storage, Vine Street Interior Storage, 
South Central Ohio ESC Business Center.

Manufacturing and Industry- OSCO, Infra-Metals, Vinyl Kraft Windows, A&M Refractory, Southern Ohio Vault and Cre-
mation, and Columbia Gas.

Housing Facilities- Buckeye Towers, Kiwanis Apartments, New Boston Commons, Heritage Square, Cliffside Apartments.
Resturants- Hickies, KFC, Tudor Biscuit, Arby’s, Bob Evans, Applebee’s, Subway, Jade East, Lil C Shake Shoppe, Papa Johns, 

Casa Grande.
Medical- Rick Dustman Chiropractor, David and Jeremy Depugh Vision Center, Dr. Robin LaValley Optometrists, Brooke 

Johnson Chiropractic and Holistic Healing, Scioto Smiles, VA Medical Center.
We are proud of our full-time Fire, Police, Service and administrative staff. Our residents are kind, understanding and willing 

to work. Our neighborhoods may be small, but we are a mighty community when partnering with other communities and 
governments to create jobs and benefit the citizens of southern Ohio and northern Kentucky.

Thank you for shopping New Boston

William D. Williams, Jr. 
Mayor

Broke Pauly Johnson 
ChiroPraCtiC
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By Bailey Watts
bwatts@aimmediamidwest.com

Utilizing technology 
in cities is nothing new, 
Portsmouth’s last decade has 
seen infrastructure rise up.

The City of Portsmouth has 
added some of the qualities 
presented in the process of 
conversion into a “smart 
city.” These traits include 
commerce, transportation, 
human services, education, 
and housing.

In the 2000s Portsmouth 
High school was constructed 
as well as their athletic 
complex. The new 
infrastructure brought 
jobs and a new learning 
environment to the county.

In 2014 the Portsmouth 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) opened 
its doors. The school 
specialized in a hands-on 
approach with small class 
sizes.

Employment and new 
educational opportunities 
once again graced the area 
and the school has been 
adding new students and 
instructors every year.

The Portsmouth bypass, a 
construction project years in 
the making was completed in 
December of 2018.

This 70mph roadway 
connected new areas of the 
county that previously was 
only available through back 
roads and stoplights.

Now, the 16-mile span 
connects Lucasville, 
Wheelersburg, and everything 
in between while diverting 
traffic from Portsmouth. 
Officially titled State route 
823, transportation.gov stated 
benefits include improving 
regional mobility, enhancing 
advantages for businesses, 
and decreasing crash rates. 

“Given the rural nature of 
the County, this project and 
subsequent development 
could also have a material 
impact on the County’s 
high unemployment rates,” 
according to transportation.
gov.

Currently, the 30 largest 
cities are projected to drive 
more than 20 percent of 
global GDP growth past 2020. 
According to the Smartcity 
Journal, the top 25 cities of 
the world, account for half its 
wealth.

Portsmouth, while not as 
large as Boston, London, or 
Barcelona, has developed its 
infrastructure, education and 
commerce sectors.

“Smart Cities has a very 

human and simple ultimate 
goal: a greatly improved living 
and working environment 
for our urban populations,” 
according to the Smartcity 
Journal.

In the 2010s, technological 
advancements have “radically, 
changed our day to day lives.” 
According to Cnet, we’ve seen 
a “mobile revolution” in the 
last decade.

Cell towers have gone up 
all over the country, and in 
the last years, 4G LTE has 
stormed into our daily lives. 
In Portsmouth, LTE services 
have been implemented with 
the rise of new towers.

With these new speeds and 
rising availability of smart 
devices, ride-sharing services 
such as Uber and Lyft have 

made their way into the 
community. Food can now 
be delivered directly to your 
homes via an app on your 
phone.

If one were to be visiting, 
Airbnb is even available 
within the borders of Scioto 
county.

Services from companies 
have brought a new form of 
access to a person’s daily 
needs and want, according 
to Cnet. Boneyfiddle 
Beautification is an ongoing 
project jumpstarted by the 
Friends of Portsmouth. The 
organization has set out to 
improve the Market Street 
area last decade. “Portsmouth 
is the heart of Scioto county 
and Boneyfiddle is the heart 
of Portsmouth,” the Friends 

state on their website.
They are in the process 

of improving the district 
to “make downtown the 
economic center of the area 
again.” Projects range from 
large to small and the initial 
groundbreaking has carried 
on into the roaring ’20s.

The 2010s witnessed 
infrastructure projects in 
Portsmouth and the county 
be completed. Groups and 
companies have launched 
ongoing projects, services 
and technology to bring 
Portsmouth into the next 
decade.

Reach Bailey Watts  
(740) 353-3101 Ext 1931

© 2020 Portsmouth Daily Times, all 
rights reserved
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Scioto County enhances technology

The city has taken steps into the age of tech, but still lags behind.

Submitted Photos
The Friends of Portsmouth have launched multiple programs to revitalize the area. O
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WEAVER's GAS & OIL, Inc.

"EAT HERE 
AND GET GAS"

Weaver's West
Weaver’s

HOME OF CHARLEY BIGGS CHICKEN

13352 US Hwy 52
West Portsmouth, Ohio 45663

740-858-6021

22878 St Rt 73
West Portsmouth, Ohio 45663

Open Monday-Thursday 9am-11pm
Friday and Saturday 9am-12am

Sunday 10am-10pm

Featuring a wide variety of Craft Beers and a Convenient Drive-Thru

Open Now
Rusty

Cork

22428 ST RT 73
West Portsmouth, Ohio 45663

740-858-6031
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By Jacob Smith
jsmith@aimmediamidwest.com

PORTSMOUTH — 
The effects — or side 
effects, rather — of 
the 2020 Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic on 
social and public life in 
Scioto County are really 
just now taking place.

While the long-term 
economic impact of such 
an event may not be 
foreseen or fully realized 
until months — or even 
years — after life has 
again returned to normal, 
the day-to-day alterations 
of what would otherwise 
be a normal spring are 
starting to become a 
reality.

On March 11, the 
sports world came 
screeching to a halt faster 
than you can say the 
word “sports” when NBA 
All-Star Rudy Gobert 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus, a moment 
that prompted the league 
to announce it would be 
suspending its season 
indefinitely and shook 
everyone to its core.

This is the part in 
which we as Americans 
would enter “uncharted 
territory”, as we attempt 
to dissect what life 
would become for the 
foreseeable future.

The Gobert/NBA 
moment, in fact, would 
be the “king domino” 
in a series of 48 hours 
that would see staples 
of American life such 
as March Madness and 
the NCAA Tournament, 
the Kentucky Derby, 
Opening Day of the MLB 
season and other highly-
anticipated events all 
postponed or canceled for 
largely the first time in 
their history.

Also in this 48-hour 
time frame, the Ohio 
High School Athletic 
Association (OHSAA) 
announced it would be 
postponing its state 
boys and girls basketball 
and state wrestling 
tournaments while also 
placing a no-contact 
period between coaches 
and players of all spring 
sports in adherence to 
the governor’s state-
mandated closure of all 
schools in the state for at 
least three weeks.

This is the decision, 
while likely the safest 
one, that undoubtedly 
hits closest to home.

Hundreds of student-
athletes in Scioto 
County and thousands 
of individuals across 
Ohio and the nation were 
preparing for the spring 
sports season, as has 
been the case year after 
year.

No one foresaw what 
impact the coronavirus 
might have, but its effects 
are surely felt in local 
sports.

The yearly traditions 
of Little League, opening 
days, the Ohio state track 
and field meet, and other 
events are simply in flux 
as to whether they’ll 
even happen during 
this strange period in 
American history.

These postponements 
and cancellations are 
in compliance with 
the Ohio state and 
federal governments’ 
recommendations to 
limit gatherings of 
people to 10 or fewer 
in hopes of preventing 
the coronavirus from 
infecting millions of 
Americans, but it doesn’t 
begin to scratch the 
surface in regards to how 

other aspects of life have, 
all of a sudden, changed.

Instead of being filled 
with people hoping to 
catch “the game” or 
those planning a casual 
lunch or dinner, local 
restaurants here in Scioto 
County have converted 
to take-out or drive-thru 
only for the first time 
since they’ve opened — 
another recommendation 
and action taken by state 

officials. Barber shops 
and hair salons that 
would typically require a 
call-ahead appointment 
have closed their doors. 
Gym and fitness centers, 
places that them-self seem 
like an escape from the 
outside world have been 
closed temporarily.

The Spanish Flu of 
1918 killed between 
20-to=50 million people 
according to multiple 
sources, a staggering 

number even when 
considering the advances 
of modern medicine in 
the last century.

As of March 18, the 
coronavirus has taken 
8,908 lives while the 
results of the prevention 
of spread efforts taken 
by both state and federal 
governments are still 
being seen on a daily 
basis.

The lives taken 
or saved from this 

disease are certainly 
at the forefront of any 
discussion in this matter; 
however, the amount of 
lives affected by these 
decisions of prevention 
are countless as we await 
the ultimate end to this 
nationwide nightmare.

Reach Jacob Smith at (740) 353-
3101 ext. 1930, by email at jsmith@
aimmediamidwest.com, or on 
Twitter @JacobSmithPDT © 2020 
Portsmouth Daily Times, all rights 
reserved

Jacob Smith | Daily Times
Kroger’s Portsmouth location is one of the area grocery stores which remain open during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic affecting much of the world.

Jacob Smith | Daily Times
The parking lot at Portsmouth High School is empty this Friday afternoon following the state-mandated closure of schools by Ohio 
governor Mike DeWine in attempt to stop the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) in the Buckeye State.

COVID-19 ‘uncharted territory’ locally



Wednesday,  April 1, 2020     7APortsmouth Daily Times Community RefleCtions 2020

Community Reflections:

Progress  
past, present and future

recreational shops have 
taken advantage of the 
recovering markets to 
make a profit.

Boutiques have 
renovated and utilized 
many old storefronts and 
made them their own. 
KC’s Boutique and Charm 
are just a few of the ones 
already with a physical 
location. Others are 
prominent online.

Blu Halo does all of its 

business online.
The Happy Pot, a paint 

your own pottery shop 
located on Second Street, 
will celebrate their five 
year anniversary this 
May.

Second Street in 
Portsmouth has seen a 
revitalization of business 
during the 2010s. The 
Happy Pot, Charm, 
Pattie’s and Pints and 7 
Pour 0 Brewery are just a 
few shops and restaurants 
that line the Portsmouth 
city street.

With the use of the 
internet, it’s become 

much easier to find 
exactly what you need 
with mega websites such 
as Amazon. Utilizing 
other websites such as 
Facebook however, one 
can find a plethora of 
local businesses and 
contractors.

Skeens Pet Boarding 
and Spa, a Wheelersburg 
pet store offers 
vaccinations, boarding, 
nail care, de-matting, 
bathing and more. 
Panheadz Pizza and 
Pattyz, a restaurant also 
located in Wheelersburg, 
has their menu and 

information, available 
online.

New spins on 
technology have allowed 
some jobs to grow and 
be tested within an 
area. In Scioto County, 
some have been adopted 
and are now primary 
professions for those such 
as students.

Food delivery programs 
such as Postmates and 
Grubhub have infiltrated 
the day to day operations 
of many Americans. 
These jobs are offered 
through an app, available 
on your phone.

Being able to clock in 
and out, and work the 
hours you choose and 
only when you want to is 
a newer model that didn’t 
arise until the teens. The 
model so far has seen 
ride-sharing and online 
food delivery companies 
boom in college towns.

This type of 
employment allows even 
full-time students the 
opportunity to make 
some extra, or necessary 
cash while continuing to 
further their educations.

Business within even 
rural areas has adopted 

new tech and practices 
since 2010. Portsmouth 
has seen many new 
businesses move in and 
local businesses take off.

From online ordering 
and delivery to updated 
storefronts, Portsmouth’s 
forms of commerce are 
different now, than at 
the beginning of the last 
decade.

Reach Bailey Watts (740) 353-3101 
Ext 1931

© 2020 Portsmouth Daily Times,  
all rights reserved

From page 4A

Businesses

Bailey Watts | Portsmouth Daily Times
Market Street has seen many changes during the latter half of the decade.

Donini talked about the 
sentence (Seven years) that 
Dr. Margaret Temponeras 
received for her Unique Pain 
Management ‘pill mill’, and if 
it was enough for all the lives 
that were affected because of 
her. Temponeras’ sentence was 
for conspiring to distribute a 
controlled substance through 
the pain clinic and dispensary.
(Unique Pain Management) 
Donini was quick to say 
that that was definitely not 
enough for all she and her 
father(Dr. John Temponeras) 
had contributed to the drug 
addiction in our community. 
Donini recollected the time 
that the last ‘pill mill’ was shut 
down that they all wore these 
shirts, and had their kids’ 
pictures with them and that it 

was ‘great.’
Donini first helped Solace 

become a certified treatment 
facility and then when she 
was no longer involved with 
them, she began Port 45 and 
ran it for the first two years. 
She now started another one, 
Serenity Now Counseling and 
Treatment in Wheelersburg, 
where she is a co-owner with 
Billie Ray who was with Solace 
at one time also. Donini says it 
is for addiction and now they 
are starting mental health. 
They do the counseling and the 
medically assisted treatment 
there.

The change from the 
beginning of this decade 
to now is it was mainly the 
opioids early on, but once 
these ‘pill mills’ shut down, it 
has, unfortunately, became a 
problem of heroin and meth. 
Donini said in her opinion, 
they had to shut down the pill 

mills, it was a must because 
they were addicting more and 
more people, but when they 
did, they were not prepared for 
what would happen. “There 
weren’t enough treatment 
facilities as there are today, 
and those who could not get 
in and get the treatment, they 
switched to the heroin and that 
just caused a flood and that is a 
big problem.”

Donini says that the newest 
problem as we move up into 
2019-2020 is the meth. ‘There 
is not a medication that takes 
away your cravings or blocks 
the effects of that. The things 
that they put in it, it could be 
mostly fentanyl things like 
battery acid, everybody cooks 
it a little different and it’s very 
scary, it’s kinda like putting a 
loaded gun to your head, and 
just taking a chance every time 
you go and use. You just never 
know if it is going to be your 

last time.”
Donini talked about how she 

is kind of re-living different 
way kids could accidentally kill 
themselves like her son, and 
how awful it is that we have 
gotten to that place. “I think 
compared to the beginning of 
this decade with opioids and 
now with heroin and meth, it 
could be as bad, but I do think 
it is different. There aren’t 
doctors prescribing this, but 
meth is cheap to get like back 
then the pills had value and 
people would pay big bucks to 
buy them off the streets. Meth 
is cheap and it is dangerous a 
lot of people don’t realize that. 
The effects from that it actually 
at first, gives you that high 
feeling of euphoria and you 
think this is absolutely great. 
But then just like any other 
drug, your tolerance is built up 
and you want more to get that 
feeling, why wouldn’t anybody 

was to get that feeling that 
great, but it’s all false, it is all a 
lie. You have to continue to use 
in higher amounts to get that 
feeling.”

Donini continued, “People 
have been up for days and 
days on it(meth), and the 
continued use of it, affects 
one like Parkinson’s disease, 
the twitches and things like 
that and it’s something that 
normally like after three to 
four days it will get out of your 
urine but it can stay in your 
body affecting everything and 
sometimes it never does away. 
“Donini did put in whether she 
felt that the problem is as big 
as it was early in this decade 
and she said in her opinion or 
thought, “it is fastly becoming 
as big as that.”

Reach Kimberly Jenkins (740)353-3101 
ext. 1928

© 2020 Portsmouth Daily Times, all rights
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If you have questions 
about COVID-19 or 

think you need tested, 
SOMC is here and ready.

SOMC staff will be available to answer 
questions regarding COVID-19 and 

also screen for symptoms or exposure. 

SOMC’S COVID-19 
Patient Information & 

Testing Hotline 
740-356-CARE (2273)

If it is determined that you 
need tested for COVID-19, our 
drive-up testing is open 7 days 
a week from 8 am – 8 pm. 
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Shawnee State Park Golf Course changed 
dramatically over the last decade
By Ivy Potter
ipotter@aimmediamidwest.com

From 2010 to 2020 
one major change in 
Scioto County was 
implemented by the Ohio 
Department of Natural 
Resources in regards 
to the former Shawnee 
State Park Golf Course. 
ODNR announced the 
course was up for sale 
in June of 2018, and 
over the next several 
months the fate of the 
golf course was unclear. 
ODNR finally announced 
Shawnee State Park Golf 
Course would be opened 
for a final 2019 season, 
but stated they had no 
intentions of selling 
the property and would 
instead be reutilizing the 
land for other reactional 
activities. Following the 
final days of the course 
being opened to the 
public, ONDR’s plans for 
what was to come were 
unclear and left many, 

including the Scioto 
County Commissioners, 
demanding answers. 
After a public meeting 
held in late 2019 by 
ODNR many felt as if 
their questions had still 
gone unanswered, and 
did not feel satisfied 
with ODNR’s reasoning 
for transforming the 
course. It would be 
another several months 
before any update on 
the status of the project 
was given to the Scioto 
County Commissioners. 
On Feb. 20 , ODNR 
held a meeting at the 
project site in which the 
first conceptual designs 
were shared with local 
media. At that meeting 
Bob Cubow, project 
manager, and other 
ODNR representatives 
outlined what will be 
taking place in the 
upcoming months as the 
course is transformed to 

Courtesy PhotoSee GOLF | 2B

Scioto County Career Technical Center
& Post-Secondary Education Center

Post-Secondary Education 
Programs

Dental Assisting, Industrial/Constructional
Electricity, Industrial Maintenance, Information 

Technology Professional, Medical Assistant, Pharmacy 
Technician, Power Line Mechanic, Practical Nursing,  
Robotic Technology,  Southern Ohio Police Academy, 
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High School  Programs
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of Children, Carpentry, Cosmetology, Criminal 

Justice, Culinary Arts, Dental Assisting, Electricity, 
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Technology, Masonry, Medical O�  ce Management, 

Welding, Advanced Manufacturing
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Honoring years of 

Business and Dedication

house a campground and 
additional recreational 
amenities. Cubow 
detailed what would be a 
multiphase project, with 
expected completion 
in 2022 for the 
approximately $8 million 
project.

“There are a ton 
of amenities that are 

proposed, and again 
this is a concept. So 
not much is set in 
stone other than the 
fact it’s going to be a 
campground. Some of 
the amenities that we 
are looking at would 
be a complete paved 
walking and biking path 
that would go around 
the campground. That’s 
one thing we have found 
in our campgrounds 
that customers are most 
excited about. The want 

to be able to walk. We 
provide a safe controlled 
environment where 
they can walk around 
and bike, enjoying the 
view,” said Cubow. 
From the conceptual 
drawing of the project, 
there are three distinct 
branches which lead 
to different designated 
areas of the campground. 
To the right of the 
existing entrance, plans 
indicate space for an 
open recreational field, 

bicycle playground, 
and archery range with 
screening trees lining 
the perimeter to create 
privacy from neighboring 
residential lots. To 
the left of the existing 
entrance, the rendering 
shows 50 full hookup RV 
pads, wetlands, fishing 
ponds with accessible 
docks and a secondary 
entrance to the park. 
Below the camping 
loop and adjacent to the 
riverbank, plans indicate 

an additional 25 full 
hookup RV pads at the 
riverfront, a bird watch 
cove, observation pier, 
and a paddle sport loop 
with dedicated building. 
The plans also show a 
major overhaul of the 
marina with potential 
sports bar addition 
and reestablished fuel 
pumps which will come 
from separate waterway 
safety funding, as well 
as zip line, mini-golf, 
and splash park options 

being proposed in the 
center of the park.

The project is set to 
be finished in various 
stages with completion 
by 2022.While the 
community left Shawnee 
State Golf Park behind 
in 2019 to the dismay 
of many, the renovation 
project is expected to be 
long completed by 2030 
and may make a better 
impression on local 
residents in the next 
decade.

Courtesy Photo
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Commissioners reflect on years past, look to the future
By Ivy Potter
ipotter@aimmediamidwest.com

This last decade Scioto 
County has continued 
to show progress as 
many projects are 
being accomplished 
with many in progress. 
While the Scioto County 
Commissioners continue 
to balance the fallout 
of the loss of over $2.1 
million annually of MCO 
sales tax revenue, a 
development beyond their 
control, the county’s fiscal 
health remains strong. 
This is only possible 
through conservative 
fiscal budgeting and the 
hard work of the elected 
officials and employees 
of Scioto County. Some 
of the projects that have 
been accomplished or are 
in the process include:

1. The 3rd floor Grand 
Jury Room renovations, 
which had not been 
remodeled in a couple of

decades, was completed 
as part of a joint 
project involving the 
commissioners and

Common Pleas Court 
Judge Mark Kuhn.

2. Moved the 
Commissioners Office out 
of the basement to the 
3rd floor. As part of this

move, the 
commissioners now have 
a large meeting room 
which holdss more people 
and is

ADA accessible and 
doubles as a conference 
room.

3. As part of this move, 
the Coroner’s office and 
Loss Control/FEMA 
offices were moved

out of the basement 
to the 4th floor in 
preparation for the arrival 
of the Common

Pleas Court Probation 
Department which moved 
out of rented facilities 
outside the

courthouse.
4. We moved the 

Common Pleas Court 
Probation office out of 
rented space owned 
by local attorney John 
McHenry into the former 
Commissioner/Corner 

space in the
basement of the 

courthouse. This move 
consolidated operations 
into one place, making 
this department more 
efficient and greatly 
enhancing security of 
personnel by assuring

each probationer goes 
through security during 
normal operations.

5. Purchased the former 
Odd Fellows Build at 5th 
and Court. Scioto County 
Economic

Development is now 
located in the first floor 
and is working to restore 
the building.

Plans call for the 
development of a new 
business incubator, new 
state and federal

offices, and a possible 
meeting hall.

6. Provided additional 
matching grant funds 
for Soil & Water 
Conservation to 
preserve educational 
opportunities for ag 
workers and children in 
our community.

7. Financially assisted 
Main Street Portsmouth 
with the Farmers Market 
as well as providing 
assistance for the River 
Days/Boat Races.

8. The Scioto County 
Land Reutilization 
Corporation, 
administered by the 

Commissioners
Office, has removed 

121 blighted homes 
from our area. The Land 
Bank is now working on 
remediation of vacant gas 
stations and will work 
on more blighted houses 
when and

if funding comes 
available.

9. Assisted with Scioto 
County Fair Operating 
expenses and all three 
commissioners

always support the 
Livestock Auction 
and the many 4H kids 
participating.

10. Embarked on the 
first significant remodel 
and revitalization of the 
main terminal at the

Greater Portsmouth 
Regional Airport in over 
60 years. This is a joint 
project of the

Scioto County Airport 
Authority and the Scioto 
County Commissioners.

11. Assisted in 
funding the Barklow Rd 
Extension Road project. 
This project involves a

new access road that 
will feed directly into the 
new SOAR Business Park 
located adjacent to the 
Airport. This park will 
prepare the way for new 
jobs in the future.

12. Completed 
vital infrastructure 
improvements at the new 

SOAR Business Park.
13. Continued efforts 

working with Jobs Ohio 
and our community 
partners to do additional 
studies at the Norfolk & 
Southern site in Franklin 
Furnace/Haverhill to 
open this and other 
adjacent properties to 
development.

14. Signed a joint 
cooperation agreement 
with the Lawrence 
County Commissioners,

Lawrence Economic 
Development 
Corporation, Scioto 
County Economic 
Development,

and the Scioto County 
Commissioners to 
develop the properties in 
Haverhill/Franklin

Furnace and work 
together to help 
PureCycle build its plant. 
The agreement was 
the first of its type ever 
agreed to between the 
counties and is paving 
the way to cross border 
cooperation to foster the 
creation of more jobs. 
This effort received an 
accommodation from the 
132nd General Assembly 
of the State of Ohio.

15. Security continues 
to be a priority and 
upgrades continue at the 
courthouse as a result of 
the Ohio Supreme Court 
Security review.

16. Our office 
administers close to $1 
million in CDBG and 
CHIP monies to help 
multiple

Local agencies, 
townships, villages, 
as well as low/middle-
income homeowners. 
These programs help 
to bring much-needed 
assistance to those 
needing roofs, windows 
and other projects 
completed. We also help 
many local organizations 
with funding to make 
important improvements 
to their facilities and 
parks.

17. Assisted the County 
Engineer by providing 
matching grant dollars 
to assist in his ability 
to obtain more grant 
funding for materials to 
pave roads.

18. Provided important 
funding to assist the 
OVFA (Ohio Valley 
Firefighters Association)

in their efforts to 
upgrade their MARCS 
Communication system.

19. Continued 
upgrades of heating and 
cooling systems in the 
courthouse.

20. Continued fostering 
a spirit of cooperation 
between County, city, 
village and townships 
to better serve our 
community as a whole.

21. Continued joint 
economic development 
cooperation between 
Pike, Ross, Jackson and

Scioto Counties 
working with our 
partners at JEDISO/Fluor 
BWXT as well as our 
friends at OVRDC.

21. Assisted the Scioto 
County Prosecutor Shane 
Tieman in expanding his 
civil division

Space in the 
Courthouse Annex 
allowing for more 
efficient operations.

22. We fully funded 
all county offices and 
assisted in several 
technology upgrades.

23. Partially funded 
the new state-mandated 
voting equipment for the 
Board of Elections.

Due to our healthy 
financial portfolio, the 
commissioners were able 
to pay cash preventing 
interest payments on a 
loan.

Many more projects 
were completed in the 
last year. The Scioto 
County Commissioners 
are striving to continue 
a pro-growth agenda 
with a desire to see our 
economy grow and to see 
improvements in lifestyle 
and quality of life while 
maintaining required 
services for the citizens 
of Scioto County.

Submitted Photos
Scioto County Commissioners Mike Crabtree, Bryan Davis and Cathy Coleman

Scioto County Commissioners Mike Crabtree, Bryan Davis and Cathy Coleman
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In the last two years, 
Portsmouth, Ohio, 
has become a national 
leader in community 
development thanks in 
part by the efforts of the 
Friends of Portsmouth, 
a local nonprofit 
organization poised to 
catalyze and organize 
progress and change 
in the Portsmouth, 
Ohio, community. After 
decades of despair 
and since the Friends 
of Portsmouth began 
their bold community-
building strategies in 
2018, Portsmouth, 
Ohio, has experienced a 
resurgence of risk-taking 
and business planning 
that has its community 
base believing again. But 
this is just the tip of the 
iceberg for the group of 
volunteers made up of 
real estate agents and 
developers, marketing 
strategists, video 
production entrepreneurs, 

car dealership executives, 
and lawyers, among other 
community leaders. The 
FOP is ready to take the 
next steps in building the 
sociological momentum 
that has been fueling 
the organization’s recent 
success.

On August 18, 2018, 
the Friends organized 
PLANT PORTSMOUTH, 
an event that brought 
over 1,500 people 
together to revitalize its 
main street by power 
washing all of the 
sidewalks, painting all 
of the light poles and 
curbs, replacing light 
fixtures and then setting 
a Guinness World Record 
for most people potting 
plants simultaneously 
at 1,405. All of this was 
done on one day with 
an army of community 
volunteers, children, 
students and senior 
citizens who all cared 
enough about changing 

the image of desolation 
its downtown portrayed 
to come together.

In December 2018, the 
momentum continued, 
and the Friends of 
Portsmouth held its first 
Winterfest, a month-

long holiday celebration 
complete with ice skating, 
horse and carriage rides, 
Santa, storytelling, and 
many other Christmas 
activities. The highlight 
of the event was another 
Guinness World Record: 

1,880 people singing 
Christmas carols 
simultaneously. This 
event was conducted 
in the freezing rain, a 
factor that inspired the 
Hallmark Channel to 
designate Portsmouth, 

Ohio as Hallmark 
Channel’s 2019 
Hometown Christmas 
Town the next year.

On May 9, 2019, and 
after over a decade 

Friends build Portsmouth throughout the decade
Future looks bright with 
friends of Portsmouth

Submitted Photo

See FRIENDS | 5B

At Shawnee State University, we believe every student with a vision, a plan and the 
right opportunities can do big things. We’ll help you push the boundaries so you’re 
ready for tomorrow’s world.

EXPLORE YOUR FUTURE WITH OUR NEW INTERACTIVE VIEWBOOK.
visit : viewbook.shawnee.edu

DREAM BIG
WE’LL HELP YOU
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The only four-year plastics engineering technology program in Ohio
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of national media coverage 
regarding Portsmouth’s role in 
the opioid crisis, the Friends 
of Portsmouth organized other 
community leaders for a city 
pep rally and press conference 
where they invited all media 
outlets that previously wrote 
about Portsmouth’s unfortunate 
chapter in history to cover 
the sudden revitalization of 

the community. While only a 
handful of reporters attended, 
Portsmouth’s message rang 
loud and clear: we’re back and 
we’re reclaiming our positive 
and historic image. Leaders 
at the pep rally discussed over 
30 major accomplishments 
that occurred in just one year 
and several announcements 
including, but not limited to, 
the building of a brand-new 
downtown hotel, a skate park 
and several mountain bike 
trails. Community leaders 
also discussed efforts to 

encourage diversity and return 
Portsmouth to its historical 
significance in civil rights, 
which historical identity 
includes being the home of 
Branch Rickey, who signed 
Jackie Robinson, James Ashley, 
the brave Congressman who 
authored the 13th Amendment 
and Portsmouth’s important 
connection to the Underground 
Railroad. While scoring only 
limited immediate coverage, 
the pep rally-inspired later 
positive articles about 
Portsmouth’s resurgence in 

The New York Times, The 
Boston Globe and NBC News, 
just to name a few media 
outlets that have been changing 
the narrative associated with 
Portsmouth.

Winterfest 2019 brought 
about another Guinness 
World Record: most people 
wrapping Christmas presents 
simultaneously, with a new 
record number of wrappers 
at 1,482. The proceeds from 
the event helped the Friends 
purchase a real ice-skating rink 
to use

for the next several years to 
come. The event brought in an 
estimated 30,000 people to the 
city in December 2019.

While the organization is 
excited about the hope of this 
community resurgence, the 
group is aware that the hardest 
work lies ahead: physically 
rebuilding the town from 
its old buildings providing 
continued support to its 
recovering population and 
attracting new businesses and 
economic innovation.

From page 4B
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Top stories from the past decade

Class of 2010 experiences whirlwind of a decade

By Ivy Potter
ipotter@aimmediamidwest.com

“Ground broken for Southern Ohio 
Veterans Memorial Highway.”

The Daily Times reported on 
June 24, 2015, that the ceremony 
for the Southern Ohio Veterans 
Memorial Highway had taken place 
to break ground for the project with 
an estimated completion date of 
December 2018. The Southern Ohio 
Veterans Memorial Highway was 
completed and opened as projected 
on December 14, 2018, cutting the 
traveling time between Sciotoville and 
Lucasville by nearly 20 minutes.

“Multiple bodies found in Pike 
County.” 

On April 23, 2016, the Daily 
Times first reported locally on what 
would later be known as the Rhoden 
family murders. This story came as 
Governor Mike DeWine announced 
that the bodies of seven adults and 
one 16-year-old were discovered in 
four separate homes in Pike County. 

At the original time of reporting, 
the names of the victims had not yet 
been released and the only identifying 
information shared with the public 
was the belief that the deceased were 
all members of the Rhoden family. 
The original 911 call that was made 
in reference to the discovery of the 
first seven bodies came to Scioto 
County and was transferred from the 
Portsmouth Police Department to the 
Scioto County Sheriff ’s Office before 
authorities were able to identify the 
call was in relation to a Pike County 
address. This was the first of many 
stories that continued to share 
updated information on the case as 
it was released by authorities, with 
the Daily Times continuing to cover 
the trial of several members of the 
Wagner family, who are on trial in 
relation to the eight murders.

“City Manager Derek Allen fired”
Appearing in the December 19, 

2017 edition of the Daily Times, it 
was reported that Portsmouth City 
Council had voted 4-2 in favor of 

dismissing City Manager Derek Allen. 
Council had read a list of grievances 
against Allen during open session of 
the Portsmouth City Council meeting, 
which included “Malfeasance in the 
commission of an illegal act.” The 
battle between Portsmouth City 
Council and City Manager Derek 
Allen would continue for many 
months, leading to Allen’s eventual 
reinstatement and then resignation 
in 2018 along with Mayor Jim Kalb. 
While these events were unfolding, 
Portsmouth City Council was forced 
to hold meetings in gymnasiums and 
conference rooms to accommodate the 
large groups of citizens were closely 
following the situation.

“Skating rink, a Christmas tree 
and lots of decorations highlight 
Portsmouth Winterfest.”

On September 9, 2018, the first 
details of Winterfest were reported 
by the Daily Times. Entrepreneur 
Tim Wolfe talked about his plans to 
host winter-themed activities leading 
up to Christmas and his goal to set a 

world record for the most Christmas 
carolers. Winterfest completed that 
goal, along with a second record 
of most presents wrapped at the 
same time, and has gone on to make 
its impression on those across the 
country earning Portsmouth the title 
of Hallmark Christmas Town.

“ Enrollment up at SSU”
Shawnee State University 
released numbers that were 

published on September 12, 2019, in 
the Daily Times that revealed despite 
previous troubles with retaining 
students, enrollment was up 30% 
since 2018. SSU welcomed 1,002 
students the following fall and noted 
the number of returning students 
had risen from 3,253 to 3,641 since 
the previous year. Shawnee State 
President Jeff Bauer stated that he felt 
the changes in the community, and a 
strong board of trustees was helping 
to get the University back where it 
needed to be.

By Kimberly Jenkins
kjenkins@aimmediamidwest.com

The graduating class 
of 2010 has experienced 
many things throughout 
the past decade, here are 
just some of the things 
that may be on the top 
of the importance list.

April 2010 - the iPad 
came out.

July 2012 - “Gangnam 
Style” became the most-
watched video ever.

April 2013 -Terrorist 
attack at the Boston 
Marathon.

July–August 2014 - 
Everyone was doing the 
Ice Bucket Challenge.

In June 2015 - same-
sex marriage was made 
legal in the United 
States all 50 states.

2016 - Donald Trump 
was elected President of 
the United States.

July 2017 -Pokemon 
Go became the craze.

January 2017 - The 
largest single-day march 
of demonstration in U.S. 
history was the Women’s 
March.

Courtesy Photo
See CLASS | 7B

Courtesy Photo
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July–August 2014 - Everyone was doing the Ice Bucket Challenge.

June 2017 - The Fidget 
spinner became an obsession

August 2017 - there was a 
total solar eclipse.

October 2017 - the ‘Me Too’ 
Movement took off.

It is well-known that 

Millenials had the biggest 
cultural impact of the decade.

Some other things that 
happened during this decade 
since 2010 were things like, 
it became perfectly OK with 
getting into a stranger’s car 
-UBER, the rise in people 
buying online with Amazon, 
The Airbnb, bitcoin, Venmo, 
Instagram, Snapchat, Your 

iPhone unlocks with your 
face, Netflix and Streaming, 
virtual reality Headphones, 
Portable Nintendo, and one 
thing of concern - Vaping, 
especially among young 
people.

Even other significant 
things like Occupy Wall 
Street, Black Lives Matter, 
Several massive hurricanes 

and tropical storms hit 
starting with Hurricane 
Sandy in 2012. Many 
episodes of gun violence 
against schoolchildren marred 
the decade, including attacks 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School and so many others 
that followed.

Some local folks who 
graduated in 2010 answered 

some questions about things 
since they graduated here.

They were asked what 
has changed the most since 
they graduated, many said 
definitely technology. Now, 
everybody has a touchscreen 
cellphone but when they were 
seniors, people still had flip 
phones. “We didn’t have all 

From page 6B

Class

See CLASS | 8B
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of the apps and stuff 
like people do today.” 
They said how different 
school is and that there 
seem to be more steps 
to do the schoolwork 
now and some can’t 
understand it.

As for what they 
had planned after 
graduation, some said 
they did what they had 
planned, but a lot of the 
grads said they did not 
reach their goals but 
have found other things 
to do.

What do they see for 

this area in the next 
10 years, one person 
said, “To be honest I 
really don’t know, a lot 
of things have changed 
so fast that I’m sure 
if anybody can really 
predict what comes 
next.” One thing that 
was mentioned was that 
they would like to see 
happen would be more 
things for kids to do in 
the area that the movies 
and escape room is just 
about it for now. This is 
something many people, 
not just the class of 
2010, want to see, rather 
than choose things that 
will put them in danger 
and in trouble.

The things that have 
happened since the 
class of 2010 graduated 
are numerous with 
technology being the 
top, this class had 
no idea that it would 
become such a big part 
of their future lives. 
Looking toward the 
future, who knows what 
changes will happen to 
the class of 2020, they 
were born during 911 
and will graduate having 
experienced a pandemic 
and its effect on their 
lives?

Reach Kimberly Jenkins  
(740)353-3101 ext. 1928

© 2020 Portsmouth Daily Times,  
all rights reserved
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July 2012 - “Gangnam Style” became the most-watched video ever.The iphone one of the biggest changes since the graduation class of 2010 graduated

2019 was an exciting year in the Scioto County 
Commissioners Office. A lot of progress was made, and  

the county continues to enjoy a healthy financial portfolio.
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2019 was another good year for Scioto County Government. We will close out the year in a healthy fiscal position, 
with a strong carryover and reserves. While the burdens created by the ongoing opioid epidemic and the loss of 

MCO funds continue to weight heavily on the county’s generally fund, progress however has been made in several 
areas. Growth and economic development are constant issue being addressed. Accomplishments include planned 

infrastructure projects in Haverhill, ongoing developments and revitalization projects at the Greater Portsmouth 
Regional Airport and SOAR Business Park in Minford, infrastructure investments in Minford and Lucasville, 

investing in county roads in cooperation with County Engineer Darren LeBrun, and assisting current companies 
with their development needs. New companies are being solicited regularly. Unemployment is down (as low as 
4.8% in 2019) and median incomes is up in th county. The Commissioner office, including the Scioto County 

Economic Developments Office, has been fully engaged. We have a lot of work to do yet and we are working hard 
to achieve the environment and incentives needed to attract new companies to our area.

The Scioto County Land Reutilization Corporation (Land Bank) acquired  
and demolished 110 houses, reducing blight and improving land values.

Several courthouse renovations. 

Our office has worked with area fire departments to secure a MARCS grant which will greatly enhance 
service in the county.

Continued funding through CDBG and CHIP grants make our families and communities stronger. We 
have continued to enhance security at the courthouse, and we restarted the county’s work release 

program, with help from our judges, to use jail inmates and those on probation to clean up our roads. 
We have invested in special projects to bring renewed life and prosperity to our city and community.
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A decade of sports excellence
By Jacob Smith
jsmith@aimmediamidwest.com

The first three months of 
2020 have certainly provided 
an interesting amount of 
uncertainty in both local and 
national sports for the first 
time in modern history.

In reflection of the prior 
decade, and how Scioto 
County often times made the 
most of its opportunities, the 
10-year span between 2010 to 
2019 provided local students, 
players, coaches and fans 
with plenty of memories and 
changes in the sports world 
in a relatively short period of 
time.

Championships
The Wheelersburg Pirates 

simply set the standard in 
state championships during 
the last decade. Whether it 
was the 2017 Division V state 

football title, the 2016 Division 
III state softball title, or the 
2013 Division III state baseball 
title, the Pirates’ dominance at 
the highest stage or near the 
top across all three seasons of 
sports was unmatched.

The Portsmouth boys 
basketball program remains 
the last boys team from the 
Southeast District to win a 
game at the state basketball 
tournaments after their win in 
the 2012 state semifinals and 
eventual state runner-up finish. 
The Trojans also remain the 
last boys basketball program 
from the Southeast District 
to claim back-to-back regional 
championships in both 2011 
and 2012.

Programs also made history 
during the prior decade such as 
the Minford Falcons’ baseball 
team claiming the program’s 
first regional championship, 

or the New Boston Tigers 
and Clay Panthers basketball 
teams’ runs to the Division 
IV regional finals in 2019 and 
2017 respectively.

Lani Irwin’s buzzer-beating 
game-winning three-pointer 
over Morgan in the 2019 
Division III girls basketball 
regional semifinals propelled 
the Wheelersburg Lady Pirates 
to their first-ever regional finals 
appearance — and cemented 
itself as likely the “most clutch” 
shot of the decade from the 
unlikeliest of heroes.

And that’s just in team sports 
— without mentioning the 
numerous accomplishments 
individuals made as part of 
their school’s cross-country or 
track and field teams or on an 
individual basis.

Shawnee State’s women’s 
program won its fourth out 
of five midSouth Conference 

Tournament Championships 
under coach Jeff Nickel, who 
took over for the legendary 
Robin Hagen-Smith in the 
early part of the decade. Both 
the Bears men’s and women’s 
teams found their de-facto 
coaches of the future during 
this 10-year span in Nickel and 
SSU men’s coach and program 
alumnus DeLano Thomas.

New Facilities
Some of Scioto County’s 

12 school districts, which are 
also member schools of the 
Ohio High School Athletic 
Association, saw completely 
new schools and athletic 
facilities built during the prior 
decade while others managed 
new facilities for their players 
and athletic administrators.

Both Clay and New Boston 
Local School Districts oversaw 
the completion of new schools 
and athletic facilities for their 

students during a time in 
which some were calling for 
districtwide consolidation of 
various school districts. The 
Green Local School District 
and the community of Franklin 
Furnace also passed a levy to 
generate funds for their new 
and much-needed school and 
athletic complex to be built in 
the early part of this coming 
decade.

The Northwest Local School 
District oversaw a complete 
renovation of its football 
facilities in which a turf field 
was installed at Roy Rogers 
Field, as well as the brand-
new indoor practice facility 
to be used for weightlifting 
by all athletic programs at 
Northwest — including new 
locker rooms for the Mohawk 
football program. Portsmouth 
West recently completed its 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The Wheelersburg Pirates football program won their second OHSAA state championship in a 21-14 overtime win over Pemberville Eastwood on Friday, December 1st, 2017.

See SPORTS | 4C
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Changes in the Village of New Boston in the past decade
By Kimberly Jenkins
kjenkins@aimmediamidwest.com

The Village of New Boston 
has seen many changes over 
the last decade, some were 
good for the village, while 
others were not so great.

The Village of New Boston 
is served by the Mayor, 

William “Junior” Williams. 
Junior was first elected to 
New Boston Village Council 
in November 1999 and served 
three terms as a councilman 
before being sworn in as 
Mayor. Junior has been a 
resident of New Boston for 
over 50 years and is a 1973 
graduate of Glenwood  

High School.
The Clerk/Treasurer for 

the Village of New Boston 
is Lana Loper another long 
term resident of New Boston. 
Stephen D. Hamilton is the 
Village Administrator, he 
served as Village council 
member from 2006 to 2009 
and began this job in January 

2009. The village is also 
served by Attorney Justin 
R. Blume as the New Boston 
Village Solicitor.

The Village has six members 
of the New Boston Village 
Council, which meets at 6:30 
p.m. on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month, in the 
council meeting room of the 

Vern Riffe Community Center, 
3980 Rhodes Ave., in New 
Boston, Ohio.

New Boston is a village in 
Scioto County, Ohio, United 
States, along the Ohio River. 
It was platted on Feb. 17, 
1891, by James Skelton, A.T. 
Holcomb, and M. Stanton, and 

Courtesy Photo
Not a happy time for the area, was the recent closing of the craft store, Pat Catan’s.

See VILLAGE | 3C
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the population was 2,340 
at the 2000 census.

Some of the great 
things that have 
happened in the Village 
of New Boston, in 2015, 
Casa Grande opened 
in New Boston. It is 
a modern but casual 
Mexican restaurant 
serving fajitas, steaks, 
pork carnitas and 
homemade desserts. 
and in September 2014 
- Ollie’s Bargain Outlet 
opened, and a more 
recent and popular 
business that has opened 
is Planet Fitness.

Other businesses that 
have opened: Tudor’s 
Biscuit World, Rue 21, 
Dollar Tree, Hibbits 
Sports, Gordmans, 
Rural King Rent to Own, 
Aaron’s New Boston 
Vision Center with Drs. 
DePugh.

Unfortunately, there 
were several businesses 
that had to close their 
doors and that folks were 
not happy about, but 
it was what happened. 
Closings in the village 
were places like Bert’s 
Pet Center, one big one 
was Kmart, Praises, 
Goody’s, Pat Catan’s that 
effected crafters in the 

area, Radio Shack, Desco 
closed its branch, and a 
much-loved food place, 
Golden Corral.

New Boston Local 
Schools broke ground 
in February 2010 and 
opened their new school 
in time for the 2012 
school year. This was 
the first new school 
building built for New 
Boston since 1906 and 
the village takes great 
pride in having this 
new building for their 
children to attend school.

The South Central 
Ohio ESC relocated its 

operations to the old 
New Boston High School 
with more than 200 
employees in 2013.

As time passes, so do 
the things that happen in 
an area during a 10 year 
time period and New 
Boston Ohio has seen 
this firsthand in the past 
decade and will most 
likely see many more 
changes in the next 10 
years.

Reach Kimberly Jenkins 
(740)353-3101 ext. 1928

© 2020 Portsmouth Daily Times, 
all rights reserved
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Courtesy Photo
A new business in New Boston, that attracts a variety of people in Scioto County is Rural King that opened during the past decade.

Courtesy Photo
Planet Fitness opened in New Boston during the past decade.

From page 2C
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new indoor hitting and 
weightlifting facility 
which will service 
baseball, softball and 
other Senator programs 
across all grade levels.

Change For The Worse
One glaring change 

that frustrates Scioto 

Countians more than 
most in the sports world 
has been the attempted 
sale and m0re-recent 
closure of the Shawnee 
State Park Golf Course by 
the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources. While 
the Elks Country Club in 
McDermott is seemingly 
flourishing as the lone 
18-hole course in Scioto 
County, the past luxury 
of having two 18-hole 

championship courses 
is no more. ODNR now 
states it would like to 
use the area which used 
to comprise the course 
as recreational for 
campgrounds and other 
state-based activities.

Reach Jacob Smith at (740) 353-
3101 ext. 1930, by email at jsmith@
aimmediamidwest.com, or on 
Twitter @JacobSmithPDT © 2020 
Portsmouth Daily Times, all rights 
reserved
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Hill View 
Life Plan Community 

Call today to schedule a time to visit our family 

740-351-1040 

1610 28th Street ~ Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 

www.hillviewretirement.org 

  

Follow Us On Facebook

INDEPENDENCE WITH 24/7 SUPPORT

MEDICAID WAIVER APPROVED FACILITY

Complimentary Housekeeping, 
Wifi , DirecTV In Each 

Room (150 Plus Channels), 

Individualized Settings For 
Heating And Cooling, Private 

Rooms, And Much More.

For More Information Contact James Montler
(740) 858-6327 Or (740) 464-8973 

Email: ssu54@yahoo.com
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By Ivy Potter
ipotter@aimmediamidwest.com

According to Portsmouth 
City Clerk Diana Ratliff 
and 4th Ward Councilman 
Andrew McManus, the City 
of Portsmouth has overcome 
a lot of change throughout 
the past decade

Through the past 10 years, 
Portsmouth has seen a lot of 
changes and most all for the 
better.

”As City Clerk, I’ve 
watched councilmembers 
come and go and there 
is always an adjustment 
period, everybody getting 
used to each other. Ten 
years ago, we had the Mayor 
form of Government and 

we were dealing with the 
recall of a Mayor, since that 
time we’ve changed from the 
Mayor form of Government 
to a City Manager form 
of Government,” said 
Portsmouth City Clerk 
Diana Ratliff. “Fast forward 
four years and we appointed 
a City Manager and our city 
was in fiscal caution, but 
soon went to fiscal watch. 
It was a rocky road with 
a lot of cuts to different 
departments within the 
city, but things have gotten 
better as the years rolled by 
and at the last City Council 
meeting our City Auditor 
reported that all six major 
funds were in the positive 
for the first time in years. 

However, it may not stay 
that way because that’s 
the ups and downs of city 
government. We are striving 
to get some of the people 
back in the departments 
that had been hit hard with 
cutbacks, but it is a very 
slow process. We have been 
a part of the Tree City USA 
program and received the 
award for 26 years which is 
a wonderful prestige for our 
city.”

Ratliff said that while we 
still have some work to do 
to further control the opioid 
epidemic, Portsmouth is 
resilient and is just being a 
monumental comeback.

“When our City was 
referred to as “the epicenter 

of the opioid crisis” it 
was a devastating blow to 
our town, but again, we 
are overcoming some of 
that stigma and coming 
together as a community in 
which people are proud and 
appreciate our hometown 
and the people in it,” 
said Ratliff. “The City of 
Portsmouth has a lot of 
people to thank for making 
that happen, whether it be 
City Government, Local 
Businesses, Hospitals etc., 
they are making a difference 
and I for one look forward 
to the changes ahead for 
Portsmouth. There is no 
doubt in my mind that our 
city is resilient and can 
overcome the biggest of 

obstacles.”
Councilman Andrew 

McManus feels that progress 
has been made over the 
past ten years, which even 
reflects in engagement in 
local politics.

“I feel progress was 
just seen first-hand in our 
last election. We saw two 
write-in candidates win 
elections. It’s extremely rare 
for a write-in candidate to 
win. Let alone two,” said 
McManus. “With progress at 
times, the way to ignite it is 
with change. I feel that was 
spoken in the newly formed 
council and I look forward 
to all the improvements 
and changes in our bright 
future.”

Portsmouth City moving forward

Courtesy Photos
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Main Street 
Portsmouth has 
celebrated many 
successes in its 13-year 
history as a nationally 
accredited Main Street 
Program.

The organization 
is responsible for 
the beautification of 
downtown, which has 
grown into a $30,000 
plus endeavor each 
year that just grows 
and grows. They 
oversee the design and 
management of Front, 
Second, Chillicothe, 
Market Streets, the Roy 
Rogers Esplanade, City 
Building, and pots at 
the County Courthouse. 
This includes planting 
and maintenance of 64 

hanging baskets; 63 
flower pots and urns in 
public spaces, another 47 
floral pots in front of local 
business; tree wells; parks 
and hotspots. There are 
also seasonal holiday 
displays on the Esplanade 
and in front of the City 
Building. All of this work 
goes toward a beautiful 
and inviting downtown 
Portsmouth is made 
possible due to donors 
and volunteers. The Paul 
E. Johnson Fund, City 
of Portsmouth, Scioto 
County Commissioners, 
and Scioto foundation are 
also very instrumental in 
the beautification projects 
of our downtown areas.

They’ve assisted the 
Portsmouth Shade Tree 

Commission in planting 
dozens and dozens 
of new trees, and the 
maintenance of others. 
Recently, they adapted 
the program to develop 
a $43,000 light feature 
in Tracy Park, the Roy 
Rogers Esplanade, and 
Chillicothe Street, which 
lit the downtown for 
the first time in 2019. 
They’ve also taken 
responsibility in replacing 
downtown structures and 
features, such as benches 
and trash cans. Perhaps 
one of their crowning 
features is their green 
space development. In 
their early years, they 
completely revitalized 
Alexandria Park, with 
the management of Sue 
Burke and Ellen Vetter. 
Most recently, they have 
continued their green 
space development onto 
Second Street, where 
they have begun working 
on 535 Second Street, 
a formerly collapsed 
building where a façade 
now stands. Finally, their 
beautification program 
is also responsible for 
managing the Building 
Improvement Grant 
Program, in partnership 
with the City of 
Portsmouth, which 
has awarded $250,000 
to date to preserve 
existing structures in 
the downtown. In turn, 
owners have matched the 
grant or invested greater, 
which has accumulated 
over $836,437 in 
development.

Main Street also has 
around 55-60 events a 

year. The largest source 
of these events comes 
from 24 farmers markets 
that feature around 
25 vendors a day and 
attractions at nearly every 
market. They close the 
season with the very 
popular farm-to-table 
dinner, which is prepared 
by vendors and served 
family-style.

Their other events 
feature the Ellen Vetter 
Memorial Chocolate 
Walk, the Wine and Dine, 
Cut-Throat Karaoke, 
Tour of Lofts, Celebrate 
Portsmouth, Portsmouth 
Today, Falalala Local 
Holiday Expo, Spring 
Cleanup, Small Business 
Saturday, Second Street 
Sales and more.

Additionally, they 
are exploring several 
new events this year, 
including a Wedding 
Giveaway, a return of the 
Pet Parade, and Glamor 
and Gore Halloween Ball.

Main Street 
Portsmouth is a 
501©3 nonprofit in 
downtown Portsmouth, 
with the mission of 
building community by 
revitalizing downtown. 
They host over 60 events 
this year; oversee a 
$30,000+ beautification 
fund; act as a voice for 
small business; and 
assist city and county 
leadership in building 
a Portsmouth we are 
all proud of.Main 
Street Portsmouth 
has celebrated many 
successes in its 13-year 
history as a nationally 
accredited Main Street 

Program.
The organization 

is responsible for 
the beautification of 
downtown, which has 
grown into a $30,000 
plus endeavor each 
year that just grows 
and grows. They 
oversee the design and 
management of Front, 
Second, Chillicothe, 
Market Streets, the Roy 
Rogers Esplanade, City 
Building, and pots at 
the County Courthouse. 
This includes planting 
and maintenance of 64 
hanging baskets; 63 
flower pots and urns in 
public spaces, another 47 
floral pots in front of local 
business; tree wells; parks 
and hotspots. There are 
also seasonal holiday 
displays on the Esplanade 
and in front of the City 
Building. All of this work 
goes toward a beautiful 
and inviting downtown 
Portsmouth is made 
possible due to donors 
and volunteers. The Paul 
E. Johnson Fund, City 
of Portsmouth, Scioto 
County Commissioners, 
and Scioto foundation are 
also very instrumental in 
the beautification projects 
of our downtown areas.

They’ve assisted the 
Portsmouth Shade Tree 
Commission in planting 
dozens and dozens 
of new trees, and the 
maintenance of others. 
Recently, they adapted 
the program to develop 
a $43,000 light feature 
in Tracy Park, the Roy 
Rogers Esplanade, and 
Chillicothe Street, which 
lit the downtown for 
the first time in 2019. 
They’ve also taken 
responsibility in replacing 
downtown structures and 
features, such as benches 
and trash cans. Perhaps 
one of their crowning 
features is their green 
space development. In 
their early years, they 
completely revitalized 
Alexandria Park, with 
the management of Sue 
Burke and Ellen Vetter. 
Most recently, they have 
continued their green 
space development onto 
Second Street, where 

they have begun working 
on 535 Second Street, 
a formerly collapsed 
building where a façade 
now stands. Finally, their 
beautification program 
is also responsible for 
managing the Building 
Improvement Grant 
Program, in partnership 
with the City of 
Portsmouth, which 
has awarded $250,000 
to date to preserve 
existing structures in 
the downtown. In turn, 
owners have matched the 
grant or invested greater, 
which has accumulated 
over $836,437 in 
development.

Main Street also has 
around 55-60 events a 
year. The largest source 
of these events comes 
from 24 farmers markets 
that feature around 
25 vendors a day and 
attractions at nearly every 
market. They close the 
season with the very 
popular farm-to-table 
dinner, which is prepared 
by vendors and served 
family-style.

Their other events 
feature the Ellen Vetter 
Memorial Chocolate 
Walk, the Wine and Dine, 
Cut-Throat Karaoke, 
Tour of Lofts, Celebrate 
Portsmouth, Portsmouth 
Today, Falalala Local 
Holiday Expo, Spring 
Cleanup, Small Business 
Saturday, Second Street 
Sales and more.

Additionally, they 
are exploring several 
new events this year, 
including a Wedding 
Giveaway, a return of the 
Pet Parade, and Glamor 
and Gore Halloween Ball.

Main Street 
Portsmouth is a 
501©3 nonprofit in 
downtown Portsmouth, 
with the mission of 
building community by 
revitalizing downtown. 
They host over 60 events 
this year; oversee a 
$30,000+ beautification 
fund; act as a voice for 
small business; and 
assist city and county 
leadership in building a 
Portsmouth we are all 
proud of.

Community Reflections:

Progress  
past, present and future

Main Street going strong through the decade
Courtesy Photo
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HICKIE’S
OLD FASHIONED 
HAMBURGER INN

“Home Of 
The Big Yogi”

3800 Rhodes Avenue, New Boston 
740-456-9953

CELEBRATING 
OVER 40 YEARS 

IN BUSINESS

THE BEST HAMBURGERS
Dine-in or Carry-out

Additional Parking available in back

3800 Rhodes Avenue, New Boston 
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Family Owned and 
Operated for over 60 years 

Serving Southern Ohio 
and Northern Kentucky
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS  •  PORTSMOUTH STRONG

• Empowering Our Members 

•  Fostering Small Business 

• Strengthening Our Community

For information about the Portsmouth Area Chamber of Commerce, please call Lisa Carver at 740-353-7647

Looking for services or 
goods?  Support these 

Portsmouth Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
members who support 

our community. 

83 Sweets Gourmet Cupcakes
A & M Refractories, Inc.
AAA Portsmouth
Aaron’s Business Solutions
Accomplish Moore Enterprises 
LLC
Accurate Htg and Cooling
ADAMHS Board
Adams County Chamber of 
Commerce
Adams Wealth Management 
Group
Advantage Home Health Care
Advantage Skilled Care LLC
Aeh Heating & Air
AEP Ohio
AES Tri -State Inc (Arby’s)
Akers Packaging Solutions, Inc.
All Seasons Heating & Air Condi-
tioning
Allen Restrauants DBA Dairy 
Queen
Allens Auctions, Inc.
Allied Local Pros
Allstate - PS Insurance Group
Alzheimer’s Association, Greater 
Cinncinnati Chapt
Amelia Gray Skin Care & Cos-
metics
American Family Insurance/Sean 
Boldman
American Legion Post 23
American Producers Supply
American Red Cross - Ohio River 
Valley Chapter
Amerprise Financial/Je� rey 
Vannatta
Amy L Heim DDS, LLC
Ann Sydnor
Appalachian Wood Floors
Area Agency on Aging Dist. 7
Arrick’s Propane
Ashland Alliance
Atomic Credit Union
AT&T
Auto Stylz LLC
Baker’s Contracting, Inc.
Balestra, Harr & Scherer, CPA, Inc.
Barbour Auto Parts, Inc.
Beam Business Services
Beautycounter and Kelly
Bee Gone Pest Control
Berndt-Mur� n Insurance
Best Care Nursing Facility
BesTitle Agency Inc.
Better Business Bureau
BG Family Food Mart
Bickett’s Machine & Gas Co, Inc.
Big Daddys Kitchen Catering
Big Sandy Distribution
Big Sandy Furniture
Big Sandy Distribution
Bihl O�  ce Supply
Boney� ddle Project
Boost Mobile
Boy Scouts of America
Brain Freeze
Brant Funeral Service
Brew Brothers Trucking
Brian Baldridge
Briarhill Stone Works
BridgePort Healthcare Center
Bristol Village
Brooks and Willows
BSF Trucking
Buckeye Dairy Bar
Bu� alo Wild Wings
Burnside Law
Butch Stall
Care Companions of Ohio, Inc.
CBS Factory Direct, LLC
Cecil Caudill Aluminum
Century 21
Chamberlin CPA Services, Inc.
Chapman Printing
Chillicothe Ross Chamber

Cintas Corportation
Cirque d-Art Theatre
City National Bank
City of Portsmouth
Cleaning Supplies Co., Inc.
Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Cole, Kirby & Associates LLC
Columbia Gas of Ohio
Comfort Inn
Community Action
Community Bene� ts
Community Choice Home Care
Comp Management
Compass Community Health
Compass Point Housing
Concord Health & Rehabilitation 
Center
Connex
Cooper’s Trucks and Accessories, 
LLC
Covert Furniture
Craft’s Custom Kitchens
Crystal Care Center
Crystal Care Center of Franklin 
Furnace
Curtis and Sandy DePuy
Dave’s Heating & Air
David and Brenda’s Catering LLC
Dawgbyte Productions
Deadbolt Boney� ddle Escape 
Rooms & Mysteries
Deemer’s Market
DeLawder Creative LLC
Desco Federal Credit Union
Dever & Co., Inc.
Dick Spencer FLP
DLG Rentals, LLC
DOC Spartan
Domino’s Pizza
Don Gleim Auctions & Real Estate 
LLC
Donnie Martin Heating
Dr. Clyde Fenton
Dr. Fredrick Gohmann DDS
Dr. Joseph Babcock
Dr. Robert Nelson
Dr. Robin E. Hamm-LaValley O.D.
Dr. Tracy Murray
Dr. Wayne Wheeler
Dyer Insurance, LLC
Eastern Local School District
Easterseals Central & Southeast 
Ohio
Edgewood Manor  Lucasville I
Edgewood Manor Lucasville II
Edward Jones - Asa Jewett
Edward Jones - Barry Rodbell
Edward Jones - Jodi High
Elks Country Club
Emnett Construction Company
Energy Employees Compensation 
Resource Center
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Erwin Dodson Allen Funeral 
Home
Euton Realty
Exsell Realty Group
F.C. Daehler Mortuary Co.
Factory Connection
Farm Bureau
FCBR Properties
Fee Corp Industrial
Fifth Third Bank
Findlay Street Lightning Lube LLC
Five Star Limousine Services
Flag’s Pizza Fuel LLC
Fluor - BWXT Portsmouth, LLC
Frazie Wealth Management
Friends of Portsmouth
Fy� e, Jones & Associates
G&J Pepsi Cola Bottling Co., Inc.
Gary Albrecht
Gary F. Clark
Gatti’s Pizza
Genesis Resp. Service
George L. Davis, Atty at Law

Gerlach & Gerlach, Attys at Law
Global Performance Search (GPS)
Glockner Enterprises
Goodwill Industries
Gordmans
Graf Custom Lumber
Graphix Network
Greenglen Apartments, LLC
Harold Massie
Harris Floor Covering
Haute Stu� 
Hempton Management Systems
Hickie’s Hamburger Inn
Hicks Wholesale Co.
High Ground Café and Co� ee 
House
Hilda & Roger Drake
Hill View Retirement Center
Hillstone
Holiday Inn Downtown
HopeSource
Horizon Telcom
Hot Head Burritos
Hunter Williams Insurance
IBEW #575
Infra - Metals
Innovative Mattress Solutions
Innovative Solutions Unlimited, 
LLC
Interim Health Care
Ixtaccihuatl Mexican Restaurant
J & H Reinforcing & Structural 
Erectors, Inc.
Jackson Area Chamber of Com-
merce
Jake Sulzer State Farm
JAM 2 MUSIC
James Wayne
Je�  Smith Insurance
Jerry Phillips, LLC
Jo Ann Aeh
Jodi Wright, LMT
John DiTraglia Pediatrics
John Wood
Johnson Oliver & Howard LPA
Just Tech
K.C. Hardin Greenhouse 
Kakao Konfections
Kathy Sue’s Bakery
KC Print House and Marketing
Ken Rase Real Estate
Kennelodge LLC
Keystone Printing
Kings Daughter Medical Center 
Ohio
Kirchho�  Van Rob
Knittel’s
LA HAWK Resources, LLC
Lamar Advertising
Larry Moore Trophies & Sports
Lawrence County Area Chamber 
of Commerce
Leading Respiratory Services, 
Inc.
Len Wheeler Heating & Cooling 
LLC
Leroy Hackworth
Little Caesar’s Pizza
Little’s Plumbing LLC
Little’s Septic Service
Livingston & Company
Local Happenings
Lute Supply Company
Mac-A-Doo’s Drive Thru
Mahajan Therapeutics, LLC
Main Streets
Manchester Local School District
Market Street Café
Markwest Hydrocarbon Inc
McCain & Associates of Ohio
McKinley Funeral Home
Mechanical Construction
Memorial Burial Park
Mex-Itali Inn Restaurant
Millhu�  - Stang, CPA, Inc.
Minford Retirement Center Inc.

Minix Giovannis
Money Concepts
Monroe’s Cleaning Services
Monroe’s Frame & Collision
Morgan & Angela Castle
Morgan Brothers Jewelers
Morton Pharmacy
Mullins Construction Co.
Nancy’s Country Catering
National Church Residences 
Home Care & Hospice
Neal Hatcher Real Estate
Necco Inc.
Northwest Local Schools
Notre Dame Schools
Nuclear Care Partners
Oakwood Forest Properties, LLC
ODOT District 9
Ohio Pest Control
Ohio Valley Veneer, Inc
Orkin Ext. Co.
OSCO
OSU - Extension
OSU South Centers
Park & Hurth Apartments
Parsley Enterprises, Inc
Patriot Tech Services Inc.
Patter Fam Sauces
Patties & Pints
Paul A. Blaum
PDI of Ironton, Inc.
Penn Station
Peoples Bank
P� eger Insurance
Pike County Chamber of Com-
merce
Pike County News Watchman
Piketon Nursing Home LLC
Planet Fitness
PNC Bank
Ponderosa Wheelersburg -  Vent 
LLC
Port 45 Recovery
Port City Pub
Portsmouth Block
Portsmouth Brewing Company
Portsmouth Cement & Lime
Portsmouth City Schools
Portsmouth Coin & Currency Co
Portsmouth Daily Times
Portsmouth Emergency Ambu-
lance Service Inc
Portsmouth Foot Care
Portsmouth Health and Rehab
Portsmouth Insurance, A TAH 
Bene� ts Partner
Portsmouth Little Theater
Portsmouth Metropolitan Hous-
ing Authority
Portsmouth Monument Co.
Portsmouth Murals Inc.
Portsmouth Patroit Friends of 
NRA
Portsmouth Public Library
Portsmouth Scioto County Visi-
tors’ Bureau
Portsmouth Vision Center
Portsmouth Wind Symphony
Primary Plus
Proactive Immediate Care Clinic, 
LLC
Quality Inn
R & M Delivery
R & R Tent Rentals
Radiant Pool & Spa
Ralph F. Scott Funeral Home
Randall Mullins, Architect
Rapid Fired Pizza
Raymond James
Real Estate Gallery
Recovery Works
Red Gate Farm and Vineyard
Red Roof Inn
Redoutey Sawmill & Lumber Co.
Rent-2-Own
Reynolds & Company CPA’s

Rich TV & Home Center
Richard Grimm
Richard Snook - Hard Tops of Ohio
River City Builders
River Valley Tax Solutions, Ltd
Robert J. Knox, M.D. Inc.
Rodeway Inn & Suites
Roger Davis Funeral Home
Ron LeMaster Insurance
Ron Wright Auto Sales Inc
Ronald McKenzie, attorney
Rosemount Self Storage (LRVH 
Inc.)
Rotary Club of Portsmouth
Roy Rogers & Dale Evans collec-
tors Assoc. P.A.C.E.
Rumpke Waste
Rural King
Ruthann Brush Realty
Rutman Burnside Realty Group
Ryan Salmons Insurance Agency, 
Inc.
Salon on Second
Sandy Sinclair Real Est. Serv.Inc.
Savory Foods, Inc.
Scentsy/Chris Powell
Schmidt Family Restaurants
Scioto Co Brd of Commissioners
Scioto Co. Dept. of Job & Family 
Services
Scioto County Agricultural
Scioto County Airport Authority
Scioto County Board of Develop-
mental Disabilities
Scioto County Cancer Center
Scioto County Career Technical 
Center
Scioto County Daily News
Scioto County Prosecuter
Scioto Foundation
Scioto Residential Services
Scioto Ribber
Scioto Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District
Scioto Trail Animal Clinic Inc
Scioto Voice
Scioto Water Inc
Second Presbyterian Church
Seitz Solutions
Selby 100 Mile House & Gardens
Setters, CPA & Co
Shane Tieman,  Prosecutor
Sharon Karr Real Estate
Shawan Marquis Agency, Inc.
Shawnee Animal  Clinic
Shawnee Family Health Center

Shawnee Resort
Shawnee Shooting Range
Shawnee State Park
Shawnee State University
Sherman Kricker Insurance
Sherwin Williams
Shoe Sensations # 926
Smith Discount Drug Co.
SO. OH. Restaurant Association
So.OH Task Force/Dom.Violence
Sole Choice, Inc.
Solid Rock Construction Services 
LLC
Sonek Electric LLC
Sonic Drive-Ins
Sonoras Mexican Grill
South Central Ohio Educational 
Services
South Shore Nursing & Rehabil-
itation
Southern Ohio Communications 
Services Inc
Southern Ohio Diversi� cation
Southern Ohio Fence Co., LLC
Southern Ohio Medical Center
Southern Ohio Museum
Southern Ohio Port Authority
Southern Ohio Surgical Associ-
ates
Southern Ohio Vault Company
Southern Ohio Wood Grinding LLC

Spectrum
Splash-N-Go Car Wash - KECO
Sprint
Stack & Go Self Storage
Stan Jennings
Stand Energy
STAR Community Justice Center
Star Justice Center
Star, Inc.
State Electric Supply
State Farm Ins. - Angel Glass
State Farm, Leigh Greene
Steve’s Lock & Key
Steward’s Clean Sweep LLC
Storage Rentals of America
Stultz Pharmacy of Wheelers-
burg Inc.
Subway
SunCokeEnergy
Sunset Lanes
Sunshine Storage LLC
Super 8 Motel
Taylor Lumber Worldwide
Terry A. Johnson D.O.
The Cocoa Exchange
The Counseling Center, Inc.
The Gallaher Group
The Happy Pot
The Loft Co� ee Company
The Salvation Army - Portsmouth 
Corps
The Vision Center
The Water Shop
Therapy Plus inc
Thomas King
Thompson’s Petroleum Services, 
Inc.
Tim Horton’s
Tim Short Automotive
Time Out For Me, Inc.
Transcendence Behavioral 
Health, LLC
Tri-America Contractors Inc.
Trinity Business Group, LLc
Tri-State Building and Construc-
tion Trades Council
Tri-State Rehab Services
Tri-State Restoration/Servpro
TSHD Architects
Union Mills Confectionery, Inc.
Unique Antiques Warehouse
United Scioto Senior Activities, 
Inc.
United Way of Scioto County
Unity 1 Home Health Care LLC
UPS Store
US Bank
Valenz Assurance
Valley Local School District
Valley View Health Center
Valley View Health - West Ports-
mouth
Valley Wholesale Foods
Vandervort Supply Company
Vantage Aging
Vic’s Barbershop
Village of New Boston
Vinyl Kraft
Voiers Enterprises, Inc
Wagner Rental
Washington-Nile Schools
Wayne Thompson CPA
Wendy’s
Wesbanco
Wesbanco - West Portsmouth
Wesbanco - Wheelersburg
West End Electric Co Inc.
Westside IGA
Wheelersburg Local School 
District
WIOI Radio
WNXT Radio
Wolery Insurance/Farmers Ins.
Woodforest National Bank
WPAY 98.3
WSAZ News
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Celebrating a Century of Service

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

DESCO Federal Credit Union  Southern Ohio Medical Center
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SOMC is here and ready
There are times when we in our community are called 
upon to help one another and protect each other.

right now, that means:

At SOMC, our team is here and 
ready, doing everything we 
possibly can to take care of you and 
your loved ones at this critical time. 

If you have questions about COVID-19, 
call SOMC at 740-356-CARE, or 
call your primary care provider.

WASHING 
YOUR HANDS 
OFTEN

PRACTICING 
SOCIAL 
DISTANCING

STAYING HOME IF YOU ARE 
WELL OR NOT SICK ENOUGH 
TO SEEK TREATMENT

O
H

-7
01

76
71

3


