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By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Reloading instead of rebuilding.
That’s what most programs aspire 

to do. Very few, however, truly 
reload year, after year, after year.

With 12 SOC II Championships 
over the last 13 years, 10 con-
secutive district championships and 
seven regional championships in 
just the last 10 years alone, and, of 
course, the two OHSAA Division III 
State Championships in 2012 and 
2013 that highlighted the middle of 
six consecutive trips to the OHSAA 
Final Four, it’s clear that the Wheel-
ersburg Pirates’ baseball program 
truly is the defi nition of that motto.

However, while the Wheelersburg 
baseball program embraces its histo-
ry as well as any program out there, 
Michael Estep’s club has certainly 
been good as far as refusing to rest 
on past laurels. In fact, one could 
argue that Wheelersburg is as good 
about developing amnesia when 
“the moment,” that being a key hit 
or pitch in a timely situation, arises.

And that has arguably made the 
Pirates’ next man up mentality a 
very real, and very exciting, one for 
Wheelersburg fans to look forward 
to year after year. It’s also a very real 
mentality if Wheelersburg wants 
to break its two year OHSAA State 
Final Four “drought” — if one wants 
to even call it a true drought — and 
avenge losses that were received to 
Berlin Hiland in the regional semi-
fi nal stage in 2016 and the regional 
fi nal stage in 2017.

“That’s what it is,” Estep said. 
“We talked about it at the begin-
ning that we made a good run last 
year. Berlin Hiland (who knocked 

Wheelersburg out of the postseason 
in 2016 and 2017 in regional play) 
has kind of been our kryptonite 
here over the last couple of seasons. 
We had two pretty close games, 
especially last year, all the way to 
the end. It was just the difference in 
making a play here or there or get-
ting a big hit and being right in that 
game. That’s what separates it at 
that point. We like the fact that we 
put ourselves in that position, but 
we would certainly like to fi nd a way 
to get over the hump again.”

Perhaps the greatest area, or the 
area where the next man up men-
tality takes off at, is with Wheel-
ersburg’s pitching staff. In Cole 
Darnell, Kaden Coleman, Kaleb 
Coleman, Brandon Denney, and 
Nick Marvin, the Pirates lost a core 
of players that would absolutely 
decimate most pitching staffs to a 
bare crisp.

There’s one program with that 
ideology, however — Wheelersburg 
had at least a dozen arms that were 
capable of at least putting together 
relief innings of most days. One of 
those players, Matt Marshall, is back 
to anchor the pitching staff — and 
according to Estep, is more than 
making the most of his opportunity 
to rise to the forefront of the guys 
who will take the hill in 2018.

“Matt has been great in bullpen 
sessions so far,” Estep said. “I told 
him that I just wanted him to feel 
comfortable going right into the 
scrimmage games, game situations, 
and things, and not think that it 
was any different than standing 
out there and throwing in a bullpen 
session. He’s been really sharp in 

Next man up mentality 
alive and well in the ‘Burg

See NEXT | 5
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By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

When a high school 
program sees two 
individuals advance to 
NCAA Division I programs 
and a third individual 
who obtained a full ride 
to an NCAA Division 
II program — all while 

losing four additional 
contributors from a senior 
class that delivered the 
most successful run in the 
history of the Wheelersburg 
Pirates’ softball program 
— with four SOC II 
Championships, three 
Division III District and 
Regional Championships, 

three OHSAA Final Four 
appearances, and back-to-
back appearances in the 
Division III Championship 
Game that ultimately 
culminated in the fi rst title 
in program history in 2016, 
one would normally expect 
a major falloff.

Wheelersburg, however, 
isn’t your ordinary program, 
and Teresa Ruby isn’t your 
ordinary coach.

With star infi elder Sarah 
Claxon set to make the 
full-time move to the circle 
in 2018, along with the 
return of Taylor Fannin 
and Christen Risner in 
the outfi eld and a group 
of talented underclassmen 
coming up through the 
ranks, the Lady Pirates, 
even with the massive holes 
that were left behind from 
the stellar seven — could, 
especially when mid-to-late 
May comes around, be right 
at the heart of the party 
when it matters most yet 
again.

But Ruby knows that the 
learning process will have 
to be sped up — at least 
more than in most years.

”We enter the season 
with a youthful roster, with 
only six upperclassmen of 
our 22 players,” Ruby said. 
“We will certainly be depen-
dent on the upperclassmen 
to relay to our group the 
values we have within the 
Wheelersburg softball pro-
gram. We will need them to 
step up and be leaders both 
on the fi eld and off of the 
fi eld. Our infi eld position 
players will be all fresh-
men and sophomores so we 

will need them to mature 
quickly.”

In the circle, it’s been 
nothing less than a next-
woman up mentality, as 
Abbi Sparks starred in her 
last year under the Wheel-
ersburg banner — Ruby’s 
fi rst — before giving way 
to Faith Howard, who argu-
ably put together the best 
softball career of any player 
that has ever performed 
in the circle for the Lady 
Pirates. Now, it’s Claxon’s 
turn. The senior, who has 
starred in the middle of the 
Wheelersburg batting order 
and on the defensive end as 
a fi rst baseman, will head a 
staff that will also include 
Sydney Spence as well as 
Maggie Whitman, with the 
latter transferring from 
Notre Dame to add another 
strong arm to a pitching 
rotation full of credentials.

“Sarah will be the anchor 
of our pitching staff,” 
Ruby said. “Sarah has been 
putting in the work and 
patiently waiting for her 
opportunity while serving 
behind Faith Howard. It is 
her turn to step forward. 
We do expect multiple arms 
to share the load. We will 
look to both Sydney and 
Maggie to contribute.”

Behind them, Fannin and 
Risner will each return, 
with Fannin staying in left 
and Risner, who has fantas-
tic range and speed, moving 
to center. Mallory Bergan 
will move from her second 
base position to join the 
duo in right fi eld and form 

Youth movement taking place in ‘Burg
Lady Pirates set to reload with additional talent

WHEELERSBURG PIRATES
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2018 WHEELERSBURG PIRATES 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date....................................Opponent ................................ Home/Away ................Time

March 27 ...................................Piketon ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 28 .............................. Northwest ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 30 .............................. Northwest ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 2 ............................................ West ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 4 ............................................ West ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ........................................Oak Hill ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 9 ........................................Oak Hill ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 10.......Vanceburg (Ky.) Lewis Count ...........................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 11 .......................................Minford ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 13 ......................................Minford ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 14 ..................Harrodsburg (Ky.) Mercer County...........Away (Russell HS) .........2 p.m.

April 14...........Ona (W. Va.) Cabell Midland ................... Away (Boyd County HS) .......5 p.m.

April 16 .......................... South Webster ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 17 .................................... Rock Hill ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 18 .......................... South Webster ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 21 ..........................Symmes Valley ............................................... Away ..................TBD

April 23 ..................................... Waverly ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 24 ..................................... Waverly ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 25 ...........................................Valle ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 27 .........................................Valley ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 1 .................................Russell (Ky.) ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 3 ............................... Ashland (Ky.) ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.
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our scrimmages as far as 
pounding the strike zone 
and things. Everybody in our 
dugout will be excited when 
Matt Marshall takes to the 
mound.”

Behind Marshall, however, 
there’s plenty of depth. Take 
Cole Dyer, for example: Dyer 
didn’t even see the mound 
during Wheelersburg’s run 
to the Division III, Region 11 
Finals, but is a guy that will 
factor in heavily in the pitch-
ing rotation on the bump. 
Then, there’s Trey Carter, a 
standout junior who needs 
no introduction to ‘Burg 
fans. With Wheelersburg fac-
ing an early 3-0 defi cit after 
two innings of play, Carter 
worked fi ve scoreless frames 
on the bump to get the 
Pirates to the regional fi nal 
stage in a scintillating 4-3 
comeback victory.

Even behind that trio, 
however, there’s plenty of 
possibilities to work with. 
In fact, Jalen Miller, Evan 
Dahm, Connor Mullins, and 
Jaydren Guthrie — who 
are all upperclassmen, like 
the trio before them — are 
expected to see at least 
some, if not quite a bit of, 
time on the hill.

“We’re hoping to give 
some of these guys who 
haven’t had as many innings 
— guys that we believe can 
go out and throw for us — 
some additional time on the 
mound,” Estep said. “Their 
roles will also increase this 
year. We just hang our hat 
on throwing strikes and 
making the routine plays.”

In the fi eld, Wheelersburg 
suffered a big loss when 

Xander Carmichael — the 
team’s mainstay at catcher 
and a big RBI producer out 
of the No. 3 hole — under-
went Tommy John surgery 
over the offseason. His avail-
ability, both in the short 
term and the long term, is 
still a question mark, but 
Jarrett Stamper, the young 
man who will be replacing 
Carmichael behind the dish, 
certainly isn’t. The sopho-
more hand brings an undeni-
able work ethic to the table, 
along with tons of baseball 
experience garnered from 
his play inside the Ports-
mouth Post 23 Junior and 
Senior League units.

“With Xander having 
surgery, we knew that he 
wasn’t going to come back 
right off of the bat and 
throw,” Estep said. “With 
his presence back there 
from a physical standpoint, 
it is a loss, especially with 
his experience, but Jarrett is 
a hard worker. In the scrim-
mage games that we played, 
I bet he blocked somewhere 
between 25 to 30 balls. He 
is a tireless worker and 
never complains about get-
ting beat up back there or 
anything. He’ll take balls off 
of the forearms, the wrists, 
and everything, and never 
complains. He’s been great 
so far. He’s still learning 
each of our pitchers, how 
the ball is coming out of 
the hand, and how to frame 
those pitches, but he’s going 
to get better every day, and 
that’s the great thing about 
him. He’s just a great young 
man, and if we have to build 
around a sophomore to be in 
that spot, he’s a good one to 
be able to build around.”

The rest of the infi eld, 
however, looks as solid as 
can be. Dahm, who, like 

Stamper, played on the Post 
23 unit, will play at fi rst 
base, while Dyer will reas-
sume his normal duties at 
third. Mullins and Miller 
each return to man the sec-
ond base and shortstop posi-
tions, respectively, while 
sophomore Will Darling, 
who “had a good JV season 

last year and has handled 
himself just fi ne in the pre-
season,” will back the latter 
pair up in the middle infi eld.

In the outfi eld, Athan 
Temponeras returns to 
bring yet another physi-
cal presence with Post 23 
experience into the lineup, 

2018 WHEELERSBURG PIRATES
BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date................................. Opponent ..............................Home/Away ....................Time

March 24 ...................... Jonathan Alder .................... VA Memorial Stadium .......... 6:15 p.m.

March 27 ...................................Piketon ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 28 .............................. Northwest ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 30 .............................. Northwest ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 31 ......................................Adena .................... VA Memorial Stadium ......... 3:30 p.m.

April 2 ............................................ West ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 4 ............................................ West ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ........................................Oak Hill ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 9 ........................................Oak Hill ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 10 .................................... Greenup ............................................... Away ...............6 p.m.

April 11 .......................................Minford ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 13 ......................................Minford ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 14 ....................................Hillsboro ..............................................Home .................. TBA

April 16 .......................... South Webster ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 17 .......................... South Webster ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 18.. .....Morehead (Ky.) Rowan County ....Lloyd (Ky.) Greenup County HS ...... 7:15 p.m.

April 19........ Ashland (Ky.) Paul Blazer....... .Lloyd (Ky.) Greenup County HS .................. TBA

April 20..................................... Waverly ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 21 ....................... Greenup County ............................................... Away ......... 6:30 p.m.

April 23 ..................................... Waverly ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 24 ........................................Adena .................... VA Memorial Stadium ...............6 p.m.

April 25 .........................................Valley ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 27 .........................................Valley ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 1 ...........................................Adena ..............................................Home ......... 5:30 p.m.

May 2 ........................................Jackson ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 4 ..................................Portsmouth ............................................... Away ............... 7 p.m.

May 7 .......................... Greenup County ..............................................Home ......... 5:30 p.m.

May 9 ......................................... Ironton ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

From page 2

Next
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an experienced outfi eld 
rotation.

From an infi eld standpoint, 
Mia Darnell will step in 
behind the plate to catch and 
will be the team’s lone upper-
classman on that end of the 
spectrum. Spence, along with 
fellow returning letterman 
Bella Williams, are battling 
for the starting duties at fi rst 
base, while freshmen Laney 
Eller and Boo Sturgill will 
comprise the middle infi eld 
at second base and shortstop, 
respectively. Addi Collins, 
who was singled out by Ruby 
as an individual who “had a 
wonderful spring,” looks to 
have the third base spot in 
hand.

”The exciting thing about 
this spring is that we still 
have several pushing this 
group for playing time,” 
Ruby said.

As far as the batting order 
is concerned, the overall 
lineup, on a day-to-day 
basis, is still not entirely 
set. However, Fannin and 
Risner are expected to lead 
Wheelersburg at the No. 1 
and No. 2 slots in the order, 
while Sturgill and Claxon 
will follow at the No. 3 and 
No. 4 spots in the batting 
order, respectively. Bergan, 
Collins, Darnell, Eller, Whit-
man, Williams, and Lex 
Nytray are among the names 

expected to contribute for 
the Lady Pirates, as well.

“We are still tinkering 
with the batting lineup a bit 
at this point of the season,” 
Ruby said. “I’m certainly 
pleased with the progress 
that the younger kids have 
made during the preseason. 
Taylor Fannin will step 
into the leadoff position 
and Christen Risner will 
be solid in the two-spot. I 
expect good things from her 
at the plate this season. She 
put time in this off season 
and you can see the pay 
off.”

With a younger group, the 
vast turnover can make the 
daily grind, at times, frus-
trating for most coaches — 
especially from a learning 
curve standpoint. However, 
Ruby is very pleased with 
the attention to detail that 
her young group has shown 
to this point.

“It’s been a lot of fun,” 
Ruby said. “They are a hard 
working group with lots 
of promise. The fact they 
have shown they are willing 
to work hard and are open 
to instruction leads me to 
believe they are going to 
make good on that promise. 
I think this is a lineup far 
from solidifi ed as I have 
several players who have 
continued to show promise 
and development. I’m excit-
ed to see what we can do!”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

WHEELERSBURG PIRATES

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Wheelersburg’s Sarah Claxon waits for a pitch to come toward the plate.

From page 4

Place

2018 WHEELERSBURG TENNIS 
SCHEDULE
Date....................................Opponent ................................ Home/Away ................Time

March 26 .................................. Waverly ..............................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 27 ........................................ East ..............................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

March 28 ............................Portsmouth ............................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

March 29 ...................................Minford ..............................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 2 ............................................ West ............................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 3 ...........................................Valley ..............................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 5 ............................................. Clay ..............................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 6 ........................................Minford ..............................................Home .................. TBA

April 7 ......................................Hillsboro ............................................... Away ..............11 a.m.

April 9 ........................................ Ironton ..............................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 10 ..................................... Waverly ............................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 11 ................................Portsmouth ..............................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 16 ......................................Minford ............................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 18 ...................................... Ironton ............................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 19 .........................................Valley ............................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 20.......................................... West ..............................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 23 .............................. Notre Dame ..............................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 24 ...............................New Boston ............................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

Quality Heating & Air
858-4363

Heating, Air Conditioning, HVAC Wholesale Supply Carrying 
Armstrong, Rheem/Ruud, Goodman, Amana

OH-70041927
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while Josiah Richendollar, 
along with Guthrie will start 
in center and right fi eld, 
respectively. Cole Ratcliff, 
who transferred in from 
Minford, is also a guy that 
will contribute in multiple 
areas and “has done every-
thing that has been asked of 
him” to this point.

“Josiah has improved tre-
mendously in the outfi eld,” 
Estep said. “He runs well, 
brings a toughness from a 
football standpoint, and is 
fearless with his body with 
the way that he dives for 
balls in the outfi eld. Jaydren 
has been a strong contribu-

tor for us in each of his fi rst 
three seasons, and this 
year, it’s his time to step 
up and shine as a senior. 

We’re excited about him 
and believe that he can put 
together a good senior cam-
paign for us out there. He 

won’t be fearful out there.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 5

Next

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2018 Wheelersburg Pirates’ baseball unit.

1658 11th St, 
Portsmouth, OH 45662

(740) 353-4000
60730757

Pizza, pasta, salad, 
dessert buffet, game room

Book parties, meetings, reunions
carryout, fundraisers.
Mobile Pizza Trailer:  

Featuring "Fire Brick Oven"
740-353-4000

OH-70041928

Lawn & Garden Seeds
Fertilizers, Pet Food

Heater Repair

Portsmouth Feed & Supply
240 2nd Street, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Come In and Check Out All Our Specials

Phone 740-354-4025 
or 740-354-6537

OH-70041936

GO BURG!!!
2034 11th Street * Portsmouth Ohio * 740-353-7227
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PORTSMOUTH TROJANS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

When a person is 16, 17, 
or 18 years old, it can be 
hard to imagine leading a 
program that he or she once 
starred for as a student-
athlete.

But when that person 
puts in the amount of time 
and dedication that Josh 
McGraw has put into the 
game of baseball over the 
years, it certainly doesn’t 
come as a surprise to many 
others.

Still, the opportunity that 
the 41-year old has in front 
of him is one that he doesn’t 
take for granted, especially 
considering how much the 
Portsmouth Trojans’ base-
ball program means to him.

“It’s been great,” McGraw 
said. “It’s truly refreshing 
to be back home leading the 
same program that I grew 
up in. Most of the time, 
I’m too busy and focused 
on making players better 
that I don’t have time to sit 
back and refl ect about what 
leading the Trojans means 
to me. But last Monday, at 
our fi rst scrimmage, it hit 
me. It was the fi rst time 
since I was 18 years old 
that I donned the Red and 
Blue uniform. It took me 
by surprise how much that 
meant to me. It was a great 
feeling.”

Even though the Ports-
mouth baseball program, 
and community in general, 
is familiar territory for 
McGraw, there can some-
times be dissension with 
a coaching change and a 
resistance to the resulting 

culture change that comes 
with it, even with a coach 
who won 99 games from 
2012 to 2017 — an average 
of 16.5 wins per season — 
in his prior head coaching 
stop at Jackson, and a coach 
that batted .329 during his 
college career at Shawnee 
State University.

However, in a welcom-
ing sign for any Ports-
mouth baseball afi cionado, 
McGraw says that the tran-
sition has been a smoother 
than what he even thought 
was possible coming in.

“It’s been easier than I 
expected,” McGraw said. 
“My coaching style is 
intense and practices are 
tough. Baseball coaches 
have to adapt to new gen-
erations. But I still have a 
lot of old school approaches 
to discipline and mental 
toughness. I was worried 
about how a new group of 
young men might respond 
to my approach. But they’ve 
responded tremendously. 
They’re learning the game 

and getting better each day 
and they’re buying in, and 
the work ethic and mental 
toughness that they are dis-

playing will lead to success 
on and off of the fi eld.”

McGraw sees promise in pieces at Portsmouth

See PROMISE | 10

2018 PORTSMOUTH TENNIS 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away ................Time

March 26 ............................................Unioto ....................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

March 27 ........................................... Ironton ......................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

March 28 ......................................Wheelersburg ................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

March 29 ....................................... Notre Dame ..................................Home ...............4 p.m.

Apil 2 .................................................. Valley ........................................ Away ...............4 p.m.

April 9 ................................................Minford....................................... Away ...............4 p.m.

April 11 ..........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away ...............4 p.m.

April 12 .............................................. Ironton ....................................... Away ...............4 p.m.

April 16 ...............................................Unioto ......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 17 .................................................Clay ........................................Home ...............4 p.m.

April 19 ..............................................Waverly ...................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 24 ............................................... Valley .......................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 25 .................................................Clay ......................................... Away ...............4 p.m.

April 26 .......................................... Notre Dame ..................................Home ...............4 p.m.

April 30 .............................................Waverly .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

May 3 ...................................Washington Court House .......................Home .......... 4:30 p.m

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Portsmouth’s Zach Kinney stands in at the plate.
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2018 PORTSMOUTH TROJANS 
BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date....................................Opponent ................................ Home/Away ................Time

March 24 ...................................Piketon ..............................................Home ............... 1 p.m.

March 27 ......................................Valley ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

March 28 .....................................Adena ..............................................Home ......... 6:30 p.m.

March 30 .................................. Fairland ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 31 ......................................... Clay ..............................................Home ............... 1 p.m.

April 2 ....................................... Fairland ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 3 ................................ Notre Dame ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 4 ...................................Coal Grove ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ...................................Coal Grove ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 9 ................................ Chesapeake ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 10 .............................. Notre Dame ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 11 ............................... Chesapeake ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 13 ......................... Gallia Academy ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 16 ......................... Gallia Academy ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 17 .......................................... West ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 18 ............................... South Point ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 20............................... South Point ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 23 ...................................... Ironton ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 24 .........................................Valley ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 25 ...................................... Ironton ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 27 .................................... Rock Hill ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 30 ................................... Rock Hill ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 2 .........................................Minford ..............................................Home ...............6 p.m.

May 3 ............................................. West ............................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 4 .............................. Wheelersburg ..............................................Home ............... 7 p.m.

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Sometimes, young teams 
take their lumps.

But sometimes, there are 
young teams who really 
surprise people with their 
poise and understanding of 
a game at such a young age.

While any coach will 

always hope for the lat-
ter, Portsmouth head 
coach Kristin Bradshaw is 
undoubtedly excited about 
what the Portsmouth Tro-
jans’ softball program can 
do going forward with 12 
of its 19 players serving as 
newcomers.

And while this season 

will serve as a rebuilding 
year with Andi Queen off to 
Franciscan University and 
fellow All-OVC talent Sema-
jah Parker, among several 
others, graduating from the 
program, this season could 
be the start of an exciting 
rebuild for the Lady Trojans.

“With losing six senior 
starters from last season, 
we had a lot of open posi-
tions to fi ll heading into the 
preseason,” Bradshaw said. 
“This year, we have 19 girls 
on the roster, 12 of whom 
are new to the team this 
season, so I’m glad to have a 
high number of girls out this 
season. There’s a lot of new 
faces, but they have been 
working hard the past few 
months in open gyms and 
practices.”

While Queen — arguably 
one of the best pitching 
talents in school history — 
does depart the program, 
Portsmouth has additional 
pitching depth that will soft-
en the blow. Morgan Grashel, 
who was used sparingly on 
the rubber last season, will 
move into a more prominent 
role, while fellow upperclass-
men Kylee Montgomery and 
LeighEra Tackett will join 
Grashel in the circle.

“All are upperclassmen and 
have a lot of softball experi-
ence,” Bradshaw said. “It will 
be nice to have some leader-
ship in the circle no matter 
who is pitching.”

However, it is the batting 
order that arguably offers up 
the most potential.

Leadoff hitter Sharia 
Kearns, who only played in 
14 of Portsmouth’s 22 games 

due to injury but recorded a 
.447 batting average and a 
team-best 1.054 on-base-plus-
slugging mark, is back and 
ready to roll as the team’s 
leadoff hitter, while Grashel, 
Taylor Mullins, Cassie Potts, 
and Morgan Reedy are all 
returning lettermen. Mont-
gomery and Tackett, along 
with with Greenup County 
(Ky.) transfer Jacqueline 
Bautista, who, according 
to Bradshaw, has “a strong 
bat and can hit for power,” 
will play right into the main 
mix. Freshmen Shaya Kid-
der, Aireyana Thurman, 
and Reagan Grooms each 
add additional power that 
will be sorely needed as the 
Lady Trojans look to replace 
Parker’s fi ve home runs.

With more depth, in 
addition to a strong blend 
of promising youth at the 
plate and experienced hands 
on the mound, Bradshaw 
believes that Portsmouth can 
make strides and improve on 
its 4-18 overall record from 
2017 to 2018.

“My expectations are to 
improve from last season,” 
Bradshaw said. “Our team 
chemistry is great and our 
work ethic is even better. 
I look to improve over the 
next month and hopefully be 
at our strongest going into 
the sectional tournament. 
Hitting is our main focus 
right now, and not necessar-
ily focusing on batting aver-
age or a statistic, but simply 
putting together great at-
bats.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

Bradshaw likes promise of young lineup
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PORTSMOUTH TROJANS

From a lineup standpoint, 
however, there are holes to 
fi ll. Four-year starter Ryan 
Williams, who was the 
team’s No. 3-hole hitter and 
the ace of the pitching staff, 
will have to be replaced, 
as will utility athletes Ty 
Oliver and Blake Wede-
brook in addition to Vincent 
Schwamberger and Mikey 
Potts.

However, with players 
like Zach Kinney, Zach 
Bayse, Reese Johnson, and 
Isaac Kelly, among others, 

around to lead the Ports-
mouth baseball program, 
the Trojans should be in 
good hands. That’s especial-
ly the case from a pitching 
standpoint, where Johnson, 
Kelly, and Kinney — the 
middle of the trio having 
already proven himself as 
a quarterback and an off-
guard after transferring in 
from Lewis County (Ky.) 
over the summer — will 
take on the bulk of the load. 
Bayse and Devin Jackson 
will pitch important innings 
as well, while William Stur-
gill, Bryce Wallace, Kyle 
Cade, Jack Workman, Ethan 

From page 8

Promise

10
    

Da
ily

 T
im

es
   |

    
SP

RI
N

G
 S

PO
RT

S 
PR

EV
IE

W

2018 PORTSMOUTH 
TRACK SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ......................... Meet Time

March 27 .........................................Northwest ...................................5 p.m.

April 3 ......................................Home — Small Meet ...........................5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................Northwest ...................................5 p.m.

April 13 ......................... Home — Portsmouth Invitational ........... 5:30 p.m.

April 17 ....................................Home — Small Meet ...........................5 p.m.

April 20.................................... Fairland Invitational ............................5 p.m.

April 24 ..................................Northwest Invitational ..........................5 p.m.

April 27 .................................South Point Invitational .........................5 p.m.

May 4 ...................................... Rock Hill Invitational ...........................5 p.m.

May 12 ...............................OVC League Championship ................... 10 a.m.

May 15 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ..... 4:30 p.m.

May 16 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern ....................3 p.m.

May 19 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern .................. 10 a.m.

May 19 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ..... 9:30 a.m.

May 23............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ..................... TBA

May 24 ................................. Boys Regional at Athens ........................... TBA

May 25 ............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ..................... TBA

May 26 ................................ Boys Regional at Athens ........................... TBA

May 1 .............................................State at OSU .................................... TBA

May 2 .............................................State at OSU .................................... TBA

2018 PORTSMOUTH TROJANS 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away ................Time

March 24 ....................................... Manchester ..............................Rock Hill .........12:15 p.m.

March 24 .........................................Northwest ...............................Rock Hill ......... 2:30 p.m.

March 28 ...........................Lloyd (Ky.) Greenup County .....................Home ...............6 p.m.

March 30 ...........................................Fairland ...................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 2 ................................................Fairland .....................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 4 ............................................. Coal Grove .................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ............................................. Coal Grove ...................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 7 .............................................Valley (DH) ...................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 9 ............................................ Chesapeake ................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 11 ........................................... Chesapeake ..................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 12 ............................Vanceburg (Ky.) Lewis County ...................Home ......... 5:30 p.m.

April 13 ........................................Gallia Academy ................................ Away ...............5 p.m.

April 16 .....................................Gallia Academ       y ............................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 18 ...........................................South Point ..................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 20...........................................South Point ................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 21 ...........................................Green (DH) ..................................Home ...............2 p.m.

April 23 .............................................. Ironton ....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 25 .............................................. Ironton ......................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 27 ............................................. Rock Hill .....................................Home ...............6 p.m.

April 30 ............................................ Rock Hill ...................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 2 ............................................. Manchester ................................... Away ...............5 p.m.10
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See PROMISE | 11
Kevin Colley | Daily Times

Portsmouth’s Isaac Kelly winds up to throw a pitch.
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Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Portsmouth’s Reese Johnson awaits a pitch.

Boggs, and Michael Duncan 
will all be in the rotation.

“Reese and Isaac will 
anchor the staff, but I have 
been pleased with the pro-
gression of other pitchers as 
well,” McGraw said.

According to McGraw, 
that progression has already 
been on display — espe-
cially during Portsmouth’s 
opening scrimmage against 
Washington Court House.

“Our pitching was great,” 
McGraw said. “I was very 
pleased with them. Offen-
sively, we had some good 
at-bats. Washington Court 
House had some quality 

pitchers, and they threw 
the ball well, but we battled 
at the plate and had some 
quality at-bats and hits, 
which is what I was look-
ing for. It was our fi rst time 
seeing live pitching. Defen-
sively, we played error-free 
baseball for six innings, and 
with a couple of great plays 
in the outfi eld, we were tied 
with Court House head-
ing into the seventh inning 
before giving up a few runs. 
But it was important for us 
to get a lot of guys some 
work and to get to try and 
let them work out of jams. 
We threw fi ve pitchers and 
the guys we will have in the 
starting rotation did a great 
job.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 10
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SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

In 2017, the South Web-
ster Jeeps’ baseball program 
made history.

After coming so agoniz-
ingly close for so many years, 
South Webster broke through 
as the Jeeps overcame an 
11-13 regular season record 
to defeat Trimble, Green, and 
Notre Dame en route to the 
school’s fi rst-ever Division IV 
District Championship.

This year, Ryan McClintic’s 
squad will be undergoing 
a rebuilding year of sorts 
as seven seniors, including 
ace pitcher Bradley Gee, 
three-sport standouts Alek 
Blevins, Shane Zimmerman, 
Trevor Coriell, and Matthew 
Shonkwiler, and do-it-all slug-
ger Blake Fulk all depart the 
team, leaving the Jeeps with 
plenty of holes to fi ll.

However, if one thinks that 
South Webster isn’t going to 
compete, think again.

Returning starters Braden 
Martin, Gabe Ruth, and 
Jacob Ruth all return, while 
a group of promising young-
sters, including Caleb Cun-
ningham, Braden Bockway, 
Aidan Andrews, and Billy 
Jones among others, add to 
a unit that has a great deal of 
upside going forward.

“Although we lost seven 
seniors who were so vital 
to our team, we still have 
a lot of young guys coming 
back that were a part of that 
and are hungry to build on 
that success,” McClintic 
said. “Guys like Jacob Ruth, 

Braden Martin, and Gabe 
Ruth were all in the start-
ing lineup and provide some 
experience to help with the 
transition. This is a young 
team, but a team that loves 
baseball and is working very 
hard every day.”

Leading the charge for 
South Webster will be Jacob 
Ruth, who has already put 
together several big-time 
efforts in his role as a start-
ing guard for the boys basket-
ball program and as a utility 
infi elder for McClintic’s unit. 
This season, the most expe-
rienced player on the Jeeps’ 
roster will assume the catch-
ing duties left behind from 
Blevins’ departure to gradu-
ation, and he’ll also move up 
to the top of the order in the 
batting aspect of the game as 
well.

“Jacob’s played all around 
the fi eld in his fi rst two 
seasons with us, and we’re 
excited about his new role,” 

McClintic said.
In addition to the stand-

out junior, Martin and Gabe 
Ruth, who are both sopho-
mores, will play all around 
the fi eld with the latter 
joining Jacob Ruth at the 
top of the order. Bockway 
and Cunningham will set up 
camp at the hot corners (fi rst 
and third, respectively), and 
will be expected to clean up 
the table at the middle of 
the offensive order, while 
Andrews will primarily play 
at the shortstop position. 
Dallas Copas, who is the lone 
additional upperclassman 
besides Ruth, will head up 
the outfi eld and has been “a 
nice addition” to the starting 
trio.

“Defensively, we have a lot 
of guys moving around and 
playing spots that are new 
to them,” McClintic said. 
“That’s something we’ve 
always asked our guys to 
do, and this year won’t be 
any different. We’ll send a 
lot more guys to the mound 
this year than in prior years. 
Without a true workhorse, I 
could see us throwing three 
to four guys on a nightly 
basis. It’ll be an all hands on 
deck approach for sure.”

On the hill, South Web-
ster will have to replace 
three strong arms in Coriell, 
Gee, and Zimmerman, but 
Andrews, Bockway, Cunning-
ham, and Martin, along with 
Daniel Allard, Skyler Hol-
brook, and Billy Jones, will 
all see time in a young, but 
very promising rotation with 
three sophomores and four 

freshman in it — a very simi-
lar makeup to the 2014 Jeeps 
unit that eventually won a 
district title three years later.

And if Andrews and Jones, 
especially, keep progressing, 
the latter point is one that 
will never be out of the ques-
tion.

“Aidan and Billy are two 
guys that have put in a lot 
of work over the offseason,” 
McClintic said. “They put in 
a lot of hours this past sum-
mer in the weight room and 
at the fi eld, as well as playing 
ball in the fall. They are two 
kids who just love everything 
from a baseball standpoint, 
and we’re excited about their 
growth as players.”

So while the South Web-
ster Jeeps may be young, 
the expectations are still to 
obtain a berth to play at the 
famed VA Memorial Sta-
dium in Chillicothe. And as 
McClintic has seen so many 
times, it’s all up for grabs 
from that point on.

“We understand that most 
teams on our schedule will 
probably overlook us after 
losing so many valuable piec-
es to graduation,” McClintic 
said. “It’s going to be a learn 
as we go process, but our 
kids are using that as motiva-
tion to get better each day. 
It sounds cliche, but these 
guys are very committed to 
getting back to the VA at the 
end of the year. If we can 
achieve that, then who knows 
what can happen?”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

Jeeps to rebuild with youth

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
South Webster’s Jacob Ruth readies 
at the plate.



SPRIN
G

 SPO
RTS PREVIEW

   |   Daily Tim
es      13

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

In any sport, having a 
winning attitude and a confi -
dence that one can compete 
in any game is vital to build-
ing a respectable program.

It also helps to have a 
coach that is familiar with 
the tendencies of his or her 
players that will allow said 
players to fi nd the confi dence 
necessary to compete in, and 
win, softball games.

Those qualities are ones 
that the South Webster Jeeps’ 
softball program, who are on 
their third head coach in fi ve 
seasons, may have very well 
found the person to right the 
ship in Andy Messer.

The Jeeps, who haven’t 
advanced to the Division IV 
District Semifi nals since the 
2010 season, will take direc-
tion from Messer, who has 
been coaching in the South 
Webster Little League and 
junior high ranks since 2007 
— with the last four seasons 
coming at the middle school 
level.

For Messer, the opportu-
nity to work with familiar 
faces is a great honor that the 
area native doesn’t take for 
granted.

“I am happy to get the 
opportunity to work with 
these girls again,” Messer 

said. “There are some dif-
ferences as far as coaching 
them now compared to when 
they were younger, but I have 
enjoyed every minute of it 
so far. This is a great group 
of girls who desire to work 
hard in order to achieve a 
higher level of play. We are 
hoping to coach these girls 
well, increase their confi -
dence in the sport, and teach 
them skills that will hopefully 
result in a few more wins this 
year.”

From a pitching stand-
point, South Webster will 
have to replace All-SOC 
talent Mikayla Belford, but 
should be in good hands with 

junior Katlyn Britton step-
ping up to take the reins as 
the ace of the pitching staff. 
Freshman Gwen Messer will 
also contribute at the posi-

tion. 
Defensively, Emma Bai-

ley will be behind the plate 
catching the pair, while Bri 
Smith and Mack Keller will 
be consistent presences 
in the infi eld at third base 
and shortstop, respectively. 
Kaylee Hadinger will head 
up the outfi eld and will be 
joined there by Baylee Cox, 
who will also spend time at 
fi rst base depending upon 
the pitching rotation during 
a particular matchup.

“If we can hit our spots, 
mix speeds up, and work 
ahead of hitters, I believe 
that we can be competitive,” 
Messer said. “Defensively, 
we lost six seniors last year 
and will be replacing quite a 
bit. However, our girls have 
responded well in practice 

Messer takes over SW softball program

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
South Webster’s Bri Smith gets ready to swing at a pitch.

See TAKES | 14
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2018 SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS 
BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away ................ Time

March 24 ..................................... Whiteoak (DH) ................................Home ............. 12 p.m.

March 26 ..............................................East ......................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 27 .......................................... Wellston .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 28 ............................................. West ......................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 29 ............................................ Green .......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 30 ............................................. West ........................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 2 ..............................................Northwest ...................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 3 ...................................................Clay ......................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 4 ..............................................Northwest .................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ................................................. Valley ........................................ Away ...............5 p.m.

April 7 ........................................Notre Dame (DH) .............................. Away ............. 12 p.m.

April 9 ................................................. Valley .......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................... Green ........................................ Away ...............5 p.m.

April 11 ...............................................Waverly ...................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 13 ..............................................Waverly .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 16 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away ...............5 p.m.

April 18 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 20..............................................Minford......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 23 ..............................................Minford....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 24 .................................................East ........................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 25 ..............................................Oak Hill ....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 27 ..............................................Oak Hill ......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

May 3 .................................................Eastern ......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

2018 SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away ................Time

March 24 ..................................... Whiteoak (DH) ................................Home ............. 12 p.m.

March 26 ..............................................East ......................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 27 .......................................... Wellston .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 28 ............................................. West ......................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 29 ............................................ Green .......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 30 ............................................. West ........................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 2 ..............................................Northwest ...................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 3 ...................................................Clay ......................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 4 ..............................................Northwest .................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ................................................. Valley ........................................ Away ...............5 p.m.

April 7 ........................................Notre Dame (DH) .............................. Away ............. 12 p.m.

April 9 ................................................. Valley .......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................... Green ........................................ Away ...............5 p.m.

April 11 ...............................................Waverly ...................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 13 ..............................................Waverly .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 16 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away ...............5 p.m.

April 17 .......................................... New Boston ................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 18 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 20..............................................Minford......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 23 ..............................................Minford....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 24 .................................................East ........................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 25 ..............................................Oak Hill ....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 27 ..............................................Oak Hill ......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

May 2 ............................................. New Boston ..................................Home ...............5 p.m.

May 3 .................................................Eastern ......................................Home ................5 p.m

and are eager to work on 
proper techniques and train 
hard.”

From a hitting stand-
point, Hadinger, who 
Messer says “has good 
speed and contact ability 
at the plate,” will be the 
leadoff hitter. Bailey, Cox, 
and Smith will be the three-
through-fi ve hitters and will 

be the players that South 
Webster will depend on to 
clean up the table, while 
Britton, Tori Clarke, Taylor 
Rawlins, Bobbi Johnson, 
Kaylee McCleese, and Kelsi 
Twaddle will round out the 
lineup and contribute in 
some fashion.

“We have set team goals 
this year and I expect every 
girl to come in with good 
attitudes and give 100 
percent,” Messer said. “In 
doing that, I believe that we 
can be more competitive 

and achieve more wins than 
in recent years.”

Competitiveness, how-
ever, comes from the confi -
dence that is instilled in the 
players coming up through 
the ranks. And make no 
mistake about it, Messer 
believes that this softball 
program can grow into a 
tough out — regardless of 
who it plays.

“I have always enjoyed 

coaching the sport and I 
appreciate the chance to 
coach at this level,” Messer 
said. “I hope that the excite-
ment about the sport of 
softball is ignited in this 
community and interest in 
it grows. If I can be a part 
of that happening, I will be 
pleased.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 13
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MINFORD FALCONS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Baseball is making its way 
up the board at Minford High 
School.

Need proof? Last year’s 
sectional championship win-
ning unit marked the third 
straight season that Minford 
won a sectional title, which 
marked the fi rst time that the 
Falcons’ baseball program 
has done that since the 2006 
through 2008 campaigns and 
only the third time ever — 
Minford also accomplished 
the same feat from 2001 to 
2003 — that the goal had 
been accomplished.

Last year’s team, however, 
not only won the school’s 
third consecutive sectional 
title, but also advanced to 
the school’s third consecutive 
district fi nal before falling 
to Zane Trace at that junc-
ture, 5-3. It marked the fi rst 
time in program history that 
Minford had advanced to the 
district fi nals in three con-
secutive seasons, with former 
coach Brent Daniels taking 
the Falcons to that stage at 
the Division II level in 2015, 
then doing the same in 2016 
— with Minford going all the 
way to the regional stage in 
the latter year. Then, fi rst-
year head coach Aaron Hop-
per proceeded to do the same 
in 2017.

However, with his tenure 
entering a second season, 
Hopper clearly wants to do 
more.

And with a group that 
includes several key return-
ees, including Darius Jordan, 
Luke Lindamood, Reid 

Shultz, among others, and 
a key addition in electric 
freshman Elijah Vogelsong-
Lewis, Minford is poised to, 
once again, contend — and, 
perhaps, make more school 
history — in 2018.

“A lot of the younger guys 
from last year haven’t taken 
too much time off as far as 
getting into the swing of 
things for this season is con-
cerned,” Hopper said. “Over 
the fi rst two scrimmages, 
the guys that have played 
have proven to be pretty hot 
for us, especially offensively. 
Defensively, I felt like we 
haven’t missed a beat from 
last year, either. All of our 
arms are doing really well for 
us, too.”

On the bump, Vogelsong-
Lewis has been strong — so 
strong, in fact, that the young 
freshman looks poised to 
take outgoing senior Dot 
McCaleb’s place on the hill in 
a near-seamless manner. The 
future face of Minford athlet-
ics looks poised to grow on 
what has been an outstand-

ing offseason.
“Elijah has, by far, exceed-

ed expectations on what he 
has been able to do up to this 

point, and he’s got four years 
to grow for us,” Hopper said.

Vogelsong-Lewis, however, 
isn’t the only pitcher that can 
do serious damage. Return-
ing junior Ethan Lauder, who 
threw “about 50 innings” last 
year, according to Hopper, 
is a guy who “is going to be 
a big part” of what Minford 
will do on the hill. Reid 
Shultz is also expected to see 
innings for the Falcons from 
time to time.

“Ethan’s really been tak-
ing to what we’re trying to 
teach him, and has been 
working on his mechanics 
and stuff a lot,” Hopper said. 
“From last year to this year, 

Minford ready to ‘Hop’ to the beat in ‘18

See BEAT | 18

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Minford’s Luke Lindamood waits for a pitch.

2018 MINFORD FALCONS 
TENNIS SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away ................Time

March 24 ............................................. West ........................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

March 27 ............................................ Valley ........................................ Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

March 29 ......................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 2 ............................................ New Boston ................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 3 ...................................................Clay ......................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 5 ................................................Waverly .....................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 6 ...........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 9 ............................................ Portsmouth ................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 10 ................................................ West ......................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 12 ............................................... Valley .......................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 16 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 19 .......................................... Notre Dame ..................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 23 ..............................................Waverly ...................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 24 .................................................East ........................................Home ......... 4:30 p.m.

April 26 .............................................. Ironton ....................................... Away ......... 4:30 p.m.
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By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Throughout the course of 
its history as a softball pro-
gram, the Minford Falcons 
have enjoyed a great deal of 
success.

Eight SOC Championships. 
Four district titles. And three 
regional titles and trips to 
the OHSAA State Final Four 
— including a runner-up fi n-
ish in 1997.

That consistency has only 
continued through the 2010s. 
In fact, in every season that 
Minford has been eligible for 
postseason play, the Lady 
Falcons have managed to 
qualify for district play at the 
Division III realm on all but 
one occasion — 2016.

And while Minford does 
lose current Rio Grande 
standout Mary Pica, along 
with effective pitching 
and outfi elding hands in 
Ariel Kingery and Melanie 
Fuhrmann, respectively, from 
the 2017 unit that reached 
the Division III, Unioto II 
District Finals, the Lady 
Falcons, thanks to the return 
of Defi ance College signee 
Zoe Doll and a group of 
talented players such as Brit-
tani Wolfenbarker, Madison 
Sifford, and Hannah Tolle, 
among others, will make this 
Lady Falcons unit a tough 
one for anybody to face.

“We only have two seniors, 
but all of our freshmen 
that are now sophomores 
have been stepping up this 
year,” Preston Messer said. 
“We could be alright in our 
conference. The SOC II is 
one of the toughest around, 
and if you don’t show to 
play everyday, anyone in 
our conference can step up 
and beat you. We lost a lot 
of leaders with Mary Pica, 
Ariel Kingery, and Melanie 
Fuhrmann departing due 
to graduation, but the girls 
have really worked hard and 
have stepped up through-
out the offseason. Zoe Doll 
and Marissa Watters have 
stepped up and taken on 
our leadership roles, and it’s 

really worked out good for 
us so far. We’ll see how it 
works out as the season goes 
along.”

Despite the loss of Kingery, 
who was the ace of the Min-
ford staff in 2017, the ninth-
year head coach doesn’t 
have to go very far to fi nd 
her replacement, especially 
with Madison Sifford wait-
ing right in the wings to take 
the spot over. Sifford, who 
came on in relief of Kingery 
after the senior faced early 
troubles, pitched nearly six 
innings of fl awless softball in 
the pair’s fi rst meeting as the 
Lady Falcons gave Wheelers-
burg all it could handle in the 
Lady Pirates’ closest inter-
league matchup of the season 

before falling by a 2-1 count.
Behind Sifford, it also 

certainly helps that Doll and 
Tolle — who are two players 
who defi ne the word utility 
— are right behind her in the 
pitching fray.

“Madison’s been great 
for us,” Messer said. “She 
pitched a heck of a game 
against Wheelersburg when 
we lost by a tight 2-1 margin. 
Then you’ve got Zoe and 
Hannah behind her, and you 
know what they’re going to 
bring to the table as players.”

Behind Sifford in the circle, 
Marissa Watters and Han-
nah Thacker will split time 
between fi rst base and right 
fi eld if Sifford is pitching, 
with Sifford solely assuming 
fi rst base duties if the junior 
isn’t on the rubber. Brittani 

Experienced, stout lineup to carry Lady Falcons

See CARRY | 19

Minford’s Hannah Tolle prepares to 
turn on a pitch.

Photos by Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Minford’s Zoe Doll winds up and delivers a pitch.
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the improvement has far 
exceeded our expectations. 
We knew that he would get 
better, but we didn’t know 
how much better, and based 
on what we’ve seen to this 
point, he’s improved a lot.”

Shultz, who will primar-
ily play at third base in 
addition to his role on the 
pitching staff, will also see 
time in the outfi eld and is 
expected to catch on occa-
sion. Shultz may even play 
at second base and short-
stop at times too, according 
to Hopper.

“He’s played all over 
the place for us (in the 
preseason),” Hopper said. 
“Last year, I would’ve never 
expected him to play any-
where other than fi rst base, 
but he’s not only playing 
at multiple positions, he’s 
improved as a player.”

Around the remainder of 
the yard, Luke Lindamood, 
an All-SOC and All-District 
caliber talent, returns as the 
team’s stronghold behind 
the plate, while Payton 
Davis will join Shultz at 
the opposite hot corner. 
Bailey Rowe and Nathan 
McCormick, who “make the 
routine plays” in the middle 
infi eld, will round out the 
infi eld at second base and 
shortstop, respectively.

Out of all of the areas 
inside the yard, however, it 
is the outfi eld that is argu-
ably the strongest area. The 
trio of Brayden Davis, Dar-
ius Jordan, and Vogelsong-
Lewis, who will start in left, 
center, and right, respec-
tively, provides the Falcons 
with plenty of range, speed, 

and sure gloves to depend 
on.

“I have a lot of confi dence 
in our outfi eld,” Hopper 
said. “Brayden, Darius, and 
Elijah’s speed out there 
is pretty remarkable. Our 
coaching staff and I have 
agreed that there shouldn’t 
be a whole lot that falls out 
in the outfi eld just because 
of the speed that we have 
out there and the athleti-
cism.”

That’s especially true for 
Davis, who has arguably 
made the most strides of 
any returning letterman on 
the roster.

“Offensively, from last 
year to this year, he’s 
improved ten-fold,” Hopper 
said. “The coaching staff 
and I have talked about 
how much his offense has 
improved, and he’s staying 
inside the baseball, getting 
quality at-bats, and mak-
ing good contact on pretty 
much every at-bat.”

With talent up and down 
the lineup, along with expe-
rienced and poised hands 
who are coming off of a 
district fi nal trip in Hop-
per’s fi rst season as head 
coach, the surprise is, well, 
virtually zero when Hopper 
says that Minford plans to 
compete for all the marbles 
in conference play.

“I expect us to compete at 
a high level in the SOC II,” 
Hopper said. “As long as we 
can keep our guys progress-
ing where we want them to 
and playt them in the situ-
ations where they are most 
able to succeed, I believe 
there shouldn’t be an issue 
with us competing at a very 
high level.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 16

Beat

2018 MINFORD FALCONS 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away ................Time

March 28 ...........................................Oak Hill ....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 30 ...........................................Oak Hill ......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 2 ................................................. Valley ........................................ Away ...............5 p.m.

April 4 ................................................. Valley .......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ..............................................Northwest .................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 7 ........................................... Peebles (DH) .................................. Away ............. 10 a.m.

April 9 ..............................................Northwest ...................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 11 ..........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away ...............5 p.m.

April 12 .............................................. Warren ......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 13 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 14 ....................................... Adena/Fairland ...............................Home ............... 1 p.m.

April 16 ..............................................Waverly ...................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 17 .......................................... Miami Trace ................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 18 ..............................................Waverly .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 20........................................ South Webster ................................. Away ...............5 p.m.

April 23 ........................................ South Webster ................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 25 ................................................ West ......................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 27 ................................................ West ........................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 28 ...........................................West Union .................................... Away ............. 10 a.m.

MINFORD FALCONS

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Minford’s Ethan Lauder stands in at the dish.
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Wolfenbarker, who, along 
with Tolle and Doll, bring 
electric bats to the table, 
will be playing at second, 
shortstop, and third base, 
respectively, while Kiersten 
Hale, who is one of the more 

impressive underclassmen 
catchers one can hope to 
fi nd, will reassume her duties 
behind the plate.

In the outfi eld, Tamara 
Burchett and the speedy and 
heady Emily Shoemaker will 
play in left fi eld and center 
fi eld while Maddie Slusher 
will play a combination of 
second base, third base, and 
right fi eld depending upon 

who is pitching during a 
particular game. As with the 
defensive lineup, the batting 
order largely depends upon 
who is pitching, but Shoe-
maker, Wolfenbarker, Doll, 

Tolle, and Sifford will likely 
be the top fi ve batters in that 
order on most days.

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

2018 MINFORD FALCONS 
BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away ................Time

March 24 .......................................Athens (DH) ................................... Away ..............11 a.m.

March 26 ........................................ Zane Trace .................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 28 ...........................................Oak Hill ....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

March 30 ...........................................Oak Hill ......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 31 ........................................ Chesapeake ..................................Home ................ Noon

April 2 ................................................. Valley ........................................ Away ...............5 p.m.

April 4 ................................................. Valley .......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ..............................................Northwest .................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 7 .............................................Adena (DH) ..................................Home ................ Noon

April 9 ..............................................Northwest ...................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 11 ..........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away ...............5 p.m.

April 13 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 16 ..............................................Waverly ...................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 18 ..............................................Waverly .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 20........................................ South Webster ................................. Away ...............5 p.m.

April 23 ........................................ South Webster ................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 25 ................................................ West ......................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 27 ................................................ West ........................................Home ...............5 p.m.

May 1 ................................................. Ironton ....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 4 .................................................Piketon ....................................... Away ................5 p.m

SPRIN
G

 SPO
RTS PREVIEW

2018 MINFORD TRACK 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...............................................Meet Time

March 26 ...........................................Minford............................................................ 5 p.m.

March 30 .................................Jackson Invitational.............................................4:30 p.m.

April 5 ...................................... Southeastern Invite .............................................4:30 p.m.

April 6 ...................................... Minford Invitational .................................................. 5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................. Jackson ........................................................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ................................Washington Court House ........................................4:30 p.m.

April 17 .......................................... Portsmouth ........................................................ 5 p.m.

April 19 ..............................................Oak Hill ............................................................ 5 p.m.

April 21 .............................. South Webster Invitational ............................................ 2 p.m.

April 27 .................................South Point Invitational ..........................................4:30 p.m.

May 2 ........................................... South Webster .................................................4:30 p.m.

May 4 ...................................... Rock Hill Invitational ................................................. 5 p.m.

May 8 .................................... SOC Prelims at Oak Hill ............................................... 5 p.m.

May 10 ............................................ SOC Finals ....................................................4:30 p.m.

May 15 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ............................4:30 p.m.

May 16 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern .......................................... 3 p.m.

May 19 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern .........................................10 a.m.

May 19 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ............................9:30 a.m.

May 23............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ............................................TBA

May 24 ................................. Boys Regional at Athens ..................................................TBA

May 25 ............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ............................................TBA

May 26 ................................ Boys Regional at Athens ..................................................TBA

May 1 .............................................State at OSU ...........................................................TBA

May 2 .............................................State at OSU .............................................................TB

From page 17 
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WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the course of its history, 
the West Senators’ softball pro-
gram has always been a tough 
out, whether it be in regular 
season or postseason play. That’s 
proven when one simply factors 
in the 10 appearances that West 
has made in the OHSAA State 
Final Four — including six in a 
row from 1998 to 2003.

And even though West hasn’t 
returned to that stage since its 
10th and fi nal berth in 2003, the 
Lady Senators have remained as a 
force in district and regional play. 
That, again, looks to be the case 
in 2018, as the return of senior 
utility infi elders Makayla White 
and Daisy Holsinger, along with 
pitching ace Taylor Coleman and 
two rock-solid high school soft-
ball players in Madison Cochran 
and Sammy Tatman — who are 
also seniors — and a deep and 
talented group of youngsters to 
supplement the depth present 
behind the main quintet, could 
make West a surprise unit in 
2018.

If nothing else, third year head 
coach Dani Coleman is certainly 
pleased with the progress that 
West has made on all fronts.

“The off season has been great 
so far,” Coleman said. “I have 
been individually working with 
many of my players on a daily 
basis starting in the fall. The 
players are gritty, energized, and 
have had the best work ethic you 
could ask for. We do strength 
and conditioning, and have heav-

ily prepared on the mindset and 
approach to the plate.”

For West’s motor to run at full 
song, however, MaKayla White 
will have to be at the head of any-
thing that West does. The senior, 
who obtained Honorable Mention 
All-State accolades at the conclu-
sion of the 2017 season, is back 
at full strength and will assume a 
primary role as the team’s short-
stop and catcher as the Senators 
look to play as the spoiler behind 
the abilities of the 5-7 dynamo in 
2018.

“Makayla always comes ready 
to play,” Coleman said. “She’ll be 
the leader on the bases and from 
a power hitting standpoint for us 
this year.”

However, White hasn’t been 
the only one who’s been working, 
according to Coleman.

“Each of the fi ve seniors have 
really stepped up their game 
so far as far as expectations of 
themselves and their teammates 
are concerned,” Coleman said. “I 
have loved their drive in the pre-
season. They have taken owner-
ship of this team and have taken 
on leadership roles for this team. 
They are gritty, energized, and 
have had the best work ethic that 
you could ask for.”

That is evident on the pitch-
ing mound, where Coleman’s 
daughter, Taylor, has continued 
to set a strong tone in the circle 
for the Lady Senators. Despite 
scoring an opportunity to play 
for the Kentucky Christian Uni-
versity softball program in 2019 
way back in September, Coleman 

#SuccessNothingLess 
hashtag stays intact

2018 WEST TENNIS SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away

March 26 ...........................................Minford....................................... Away

March 27 ..............................................Clay ........................................Home

March 29 ..............................................East ......................................... Away

April 2 ...........................................Wheelersburg ................................Home

April 3 ................................................ Ironton ....................................... Away

April 5 ................................................. Valley ........................................ Away

April 9 ................................................Waverly ...................................... Away

April 10 ..............................................Minford......................................Home

April 16 .......................................... Notre Dame ..................................Home

April 17 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away

April 19 .......................................... New Boston ................................... Away

April 23 ............................................... Valley .......................................Home

April 24 ..............................................Waverly .....................................Home

2018 WEST TRACK SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ......................... Meet Time

March 26 ...........................................Minford......................................5 p.m.

April 3 ............................................ Portsmouth ............................ 4:30 p.m.

April 6 ...................................... Minford Invitational ............................5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................Northwest ............................. 4:30 p.m.

April 13 .......................................... Portsmouth ............................ 4:30 p.m.

April 17 ............................................... Home ................................. 4:30 p.m.

April 24 ............................................Northwest ............................. 4:30 p.m.

April 26 ............................................... Home ................................. 4:30 p.m.

May 2 ........................................... South Webster .......................... 4:30 p.m.

May 8 .................................... SOC Prelims at Oak Hill .........................5 p.m.

May 10 ............................................ SOC Finals ............................. 4:30 p.m.

May 15 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ..... 4:30 p.m.

May 16 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern ....................3 p.m.

May 19 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern .................. 10 a.m.

May 19 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ..... 9:30 a.m.

May 23............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ..................... TBA

May 24 ................................. Boys Regional at Athens ........................... TBA

May 25 ............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ..................... TBA

May 26 ................................ Boys Regional at Athens ........................... TBA

May 1 .............................................State at OSU .................................... TBA

May 2 .............................................State at OSU .................................... TBA
See INTACT | 21
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hasn’t settled as the senior 
has continued to work on her 
pitch command. The same 
can be said for Kaleigh Parr, 
who, after receiving a hand-
ful of starts as a freshman 
last season, could play a 
bigger role by having done 
the same.

“Taylor is returning to 
the mound stronger than 
ever, and is really set to 
go out this year at her per-
sonal and team best. She 
has worked all year around 
perfecting her pitches that 
works best for her. Taylor 
is a leader and commands 
her pitches. She is very 
strategic with her pitches. 
Taylor has been waiting for 
her time to shine. Kaleigh 
has learned new pitches and 
really worked on her com-
manding of pitches. Her 
future looks bright.”

Behind the two returnees 
in the circle, West’s rotation 
got a big boost in multiple 
forms. Sydney Spencer, 
a Greenup County (Ky.) 
transfer who Coleman says 
“has the know how, the 
mentality, and the work 

ethic to be a great pitcher 
for us,” Jessie Burton, an 
incoming freshman who 
“throws extremely well” and 
brings an excellent mindset 
to the table with her “grit-
tiness and commanding of 
pitches,” and Abbi Pack, 
who Coleman refers to as a 
“great athlete with a great 
attitude and work ethic,” 
will allow the Senators to 
have quite a few riches on 
the rubber for a pitching 
situation that Coleman says 
is “the best that we have 
had in years.”

The depth, however, 
isn’t just evident from a 
pitching standpoint. In the 
fi eld, Coleman, in addition 
to White, will get to play 
multiple positions in the 
infi eld as Coleman will play 
at fi rst and third base in 
addition to White’s duties 
as the catcher and short-
stop. Holsinger will see 
time at both third base and 
shortstop, Tatman will play 
at fi rst base, and Cochran 
will make the move from 
the outfi eld to second base 
for her fi nal campaign as a 
Senator.

Behind the fi ve seniors, 
Dreama Sadler returns to 
share catching and third 
base duties with White and 

Coleman, while Pack will 
play all around the infi eld 
and Burton will play at 
either fi rst or third base 
when they aren’t pitching. 

It’s possible that Parr could 
play at third base when she 
isn’t pitching, as well.

2018 WEST TENNIS SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away

March 26 ...........................................Minford....................................... Away

March 27 ..............................................Clay ........................................Home

March 29 ..............................................East ......................................... Away

April 2 ...........................................Wheelersburg ................................Home

April 3 ................................................ Ironton ....................................... Away

April 5 ................................................. Valley ........................................ Away

April 9 ................................................Waverly ...................................... Away

April 10 ..............................................Minford......................................Home

April 16 .......................................... Notre Dame ..................................Home

April 17 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away

April 19 .......................................... New Boston ................................... Away

April 23 ............................................... Valley .......................................Home

April 24 ..............................................Waverly .....................................Home

2018 WEST TRACK SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ......................... Meet Time

March 26 ...........................................Minford......................................5 p.m.

April 3 ............................................ Portsmouth ............................ 4:30 p.m.

April 6 ...................................... Minford Invitational ............................5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................Northwest ............................. 4:30 p.m.

April 13 .......................................... Portsmouth ............................ 4:30 p.m.

April 17 ............................................... Home ................................. 4:30 p.m.

April 24 ............................................Northwest ............................. 4:30 p.m.

April 26 ............................................... Home ................................. 4:30 p.m.

May 2 ........................................... South Webster .......................... 4:30 p.m.

May 8 .................................... SOC Prelims at Oak Hill .........................5 p.m.

May 10 ............................................ SOC Finals ............................. 4:30 p.m.

May 15 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ..... 4:30 p.m.

May 16 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern ....................3 p.m.

May 19 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern .................. 10 a.m.

May 19 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ..... 9:30 a.m.

May 23............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ..................... TBA

May 24 ................................. Boys Regional at Athens ........................... TBA

May 25 ............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ..................... TBA

May 26 ................................ Boys Regional at Athens ........................... TBA

May 1 .............................................State at OSU .................................... TBA

May 2 .............................................State at OSU .................................... TBA

From page 20

Intact
See INTACT | 23

SPRIN
G

 SPO
RTS PREVIEW

2018 WEST SENATORS 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................... Home/Away ................Time

March 27 .......................................... Rock Hill .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 28 ..................................... South Webster ................................Home ...............5 p.m.

March 30 ..................................... South Webster ................................. Away ......... 5:30 p.m.

March 31 ........................................ Georgetown ................................... Away ......... 5:30 p.m.

April 2 ...........................................Wheelersburg ................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 4 ...........................................Wheelersburg ................................. Away ...............5 p.m.

April 6 ................................................Waverly .....................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 7 ...................................................Clay ......................................... Away ............. 12 p.m.

April 7 ................................................Fairland ...................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 9 ................................................Waverly ...................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 11 ................................................ Valley .......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 13 ..........................Cannonsburg (Ky.) Boyd County .................. Away ............. 12 p.m.

April 16 ............................................Northwest ...................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 18 ............................................Northwest .................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 19 ..............................................Oak Hill ....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

April 23 ..............................................Oak Hill ......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 25 ..............................................Minford......................................Home ...............5 p.m.

April 27 ..............................................Minford....................................... Away ...............5 p.m.

May 1 ............................................. Notre Dame ..................................Home ...............5 p.m.

May 3 ............................................. Portsmouth ..................................Home ...............5 p.m.

SPRIN
G

 SPO
RTS PREVIEW

   |   Daily Tim
es      21

• TRANE 
•AMANA

• GOODMAN 
• CARRIER

No Job Too BIG Or Too SMALL

DONNIE MARTIN HEATING & COOLING  740-259-4512

Call Us Today For All Your Heating & Cooling Needs!

We Wish all Our Local
Teams a Great Season!

60711845

OH #26659, WV #WV032096, KY #M03215

OH-70041932

O
H

-7
00

42
36

8

740-259-2481

McKinley Funeral Home
Lucasville, Ohio

Serving the area since 1937

60710271



22
    

Da
ily

 T
im

es
   |

    
SP

RI
N

G
 S

PO
RT

S 
PR

EV
IE

W
 

22
    

Da
ily

 T
im

es
   |

    
SP

RI
N

G
 S

PO
RT

S 
PR

EV
IE

W
 

WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

In the game of life on the 
West Side, there are three 
certainties — God, fam-
ily, and Chris Rapp’s West 
Senators’ baseball program 
always competing to the 
very end.

The 2018 season, how-
ever, could be a big year for 
the West baseball program, 
even among the raised 
expectations that have 
greeted it as time has gone 
along.

In 2012 and 2013, West 
went to the Division III 
District Finals and the Divi-
sion III, Region 11 Regional 
Semifi nals in back-to-back 
seasons. But until last year, 
the Senators had been 
completely shut out of even 
making an appearance at 
the VA — until a younger 
group, mainly spearheaded 
by juniors and sophomores 
that included .440-plus hit-
ter Garrett Hurd, pitching 
ace Dylan Bradford, and 
rock-solid infi elder Marty 
Knittel, changed the trend 
when West broke through 
with an 8-3 victory over 
North Adams to reach the 
famed facility.

While there are holes to 
fi ll from that unit — outgo-
ing seniors Tre Patrick and 
Todd Williams, in particular 
— the entire team, essen-
tially grows a year older as 
Knittel, a senior, and Brad-
ford and Hurd, a pair of 
juniors, are all back to head 
the charge. Throw in senior 
Notre Dame transfer Drew 
Cassidy, along with prom-

ising sophomores Cade 
McNeil and Cade Powell — 
who started as freshmen — 
into that mix, among oth-
ers, and the result is a unit 
that can contend for SOC II 
conference supremacy, and 
possibly more, in 2018.

“They’ve played together 
for two, three years, and 
they’ve seen a lot of com-
petition during that time,” 
Rapp said. “They’ve seen a 
lot of competition and got 
to play in some baseball 
games that have had a lot 
of pressure and intensity 
packed onto them. We’re 
looking forward to this year 
for that reason. Our coach-
ing staff is excited for what 
is ahead for them.”

On the mound, the expe-
rience, depth, and talent 
is certainly there with two 
seniors, two juniors, and 
two sophomores among the 
top six. Bradford, Cassidy, 
Hurd, and Knittel will head 
the staff, while McNeil and 
Powell will also log valuable 
innings in the main rota-
tion.

“That gives us six pitch-
ers that we are able to 
throw,” Rapp said. “The 
big key is getting time in 

for them to throw, and we 
have doubleheaders sched-
uled and games during the 
week besides league games, 
so there’s plenty of league 
games for all of them to 
throw in.”

Defensively, Powell will 
be the team’s primary 
catcher, while McNeil and 
Trever Staggs — the latter 
returning as another key 
pitching from an effective 
hitting lineup — will share 
fi rst base duties. Hurd and 
Cassidy will man the middle 
infi eld at second base and 
shortstop, respectively, 
while Knittel will hold 
down the additional hot 
corner at third base. Staggs, 
along with Bradford, will 
likely be used in utility 
roles as the duo can help all 
around the yard.

In the outfi eld, Staggs 
and Bradford will share 
duties in center fi eld, while 
Joey Cyrus and Austin 
Arnett, who each bring 
strong speed and good 
range in the outfi eld, will 
man the left and right fi eld 
areas, respectively. Each of 
the 10 mentioned names 
have shown a great deal 
of promise at the plate, as 

well.
“That gives us some good 

bats,” Rapp said. “It’s a 
strong batting order. It also 
gives us some speed on the 
bases, which we haven’t had 
in the past. We’re able to do 
more things as a result. You 
get a runner on fi rst base, 
there’s a good chance that 
you can send the runner 
and have him steal a base, 
or be bunted over, or hit 
and run. Our lineup gives 
us a lot of options that we 
can utilize.”

The main returnee in that 
lineup, arguably, is Hurd. 
At 5-8 on a good day, the 
junior makes up for his lack 
of height with an undeni-
able work ethic and a refuse 
to lose attitude that has 
proven to be contagious not 
only on the football fi eld, 
but on the baseball dia-
mond, as evidenced by the 
fact that the junior was one 
of only three sophomores in 
the SOC II to be named to 
the All-District list — the 
others being Valley’s Jesse 
Jones and Minford’s Luke 
Lindamood.

“That really shows the 
amount of respect that he 
got, as well as the way that 
he approaches and plays the 
game,” Rapp said. “That, 
however, can really be said 
about our entire team. I can 
honestly say that the entire 
group gets their uniforms 
dirty when the day is over. 
They really leave it all out 
on the fi eld, and that’s what 
you want as a coach.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

Rapp, West to remain in thick of SOC II

Submitted Photo
The 2018 West Senators’ baseball program.
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2018 WEST SENATORS 
BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent .................................. Time ... Home/Away

March 24 ....................................... Georgetown ................................ 10 a.m. ............... Home

March 24 ............................................ Green .......................................3 p.m. ............... Home

March 28 ..................................... South Webster ................................5 p.m. ................ Away

March 30 ..................................... South Webster ................................5 p.m. ............... Home

April 2 ...........................................Wheelersburg ................................5 p.m. ............... Home

April 4 ...........................................Wheelersburg ................................5 p.m. ................ Away

April 6 ................................................Waverly .....................................5 p.m. ............... Home

April 9 ................................................Waverly .....................................5 p.m. .................. Awa

April 11 ................................................ Valley .......................................5 p.m. ............... Home

April 12 .........................................Wheelersburg ................................5 p.m. ............... Home

April 13 ............................................... Valley .......................................5 p.m. ................ Away

April 16 ............................................Northwest ...................................5 p.m. ............... Home

April 17 .......................................... Portsmouth ..................................5 p.m. ................ Away

April 18 ............................................Northwest ...................................5 p.m. ................ Away

April 20..............................................Oak Hill ......................................5 p.m. ................ Away

April 23 ..............................................Oak Hill ......................................5 p.m. ............... Home

April 25 ..............................................Minford......................................5 p.m. ............... Home

April 27 ..............................................Minford......................................5 p.m. ................ Away

April 28 ......................................... North Adams ............................... 10 a.m. ............... Home

April 28 ..............................................Peebles ..................................... 1 p.m. ............... Home

May 2 .................................Lloyd (Ky.) Greenup County .....................5 p.m. ................ Away

May 3 ............................................. Portsmouth ..................................5 p.m. ............... Home

May 4 ............................................. Chesapeake ..................................5 p.m. ................ Away

May 7 ............................................. Chesapeake ..................................5 p.m. ............... Home

May 10 ......................................... Raceland (Ky.) ................................5 p.m. ............... Home

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2018 West Senators’ softball program.

In the outfi eld, Haivan Dillow, Morgan Rigsby, and 
Emily Sissel are up to playing any outfi eld position, while 
Spencer will join them when she isn’t pitching. Additional 
hands, such as Jordan Hammond, who is “really moving 
up the ranks with her drive and willingness to learn,” and 
Gracie Boland, who is “quick on the basepaths and has 
great hands in the batter’s box,” could also see signifi cant 
time. Then there’s Kenzey Hayslip, Chloe Sparks, Madison 
Howard, and Allie Cooper, who could all see playing time 
in the infi eld or outfi eld for a team that Coleman says is 
“versatile and deep.”

But regardless of how the lineup looks in 2018, the #suc-
cessnothingless hashtag is in full effect — and that goes 
for all 20 players inside the softball program.

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 21
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VALLEY INDIANS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

With most youthful teams, 
it takes time for those said 
units to learn how to close 
games out.

That’s just the nature of 
sports.

However, under any opti-
mal circumstance, talent and 
hard work allows those units 
to overcome the prior strug-
gles that were faced earlier 
in the careers of the younger 
classes coming through the 
system.

And with multi-sport 
athletes such as Tanner Cun-
ningham and Jesse Jones in 
their third year in the start-
ing lineup, and additional 
multi-sport standouts such as 
Jared Morrow, Kayden Mol-
lette, and Tucker Williams, 
among others, back to con-
tribute, the Valley Indians’ 
baseball program is one that 
could be poised to take a big 
step forward in 2018.

To do so, however, Nolan 
Crabtree knows that his team 
will have to close games — 
ones like 10-0 and 15-5 mercy 
rule losses to Waverly and 
Minford that were 0-0 and 
5-5 ties in the sixth and fi fth 
innings, respectively — out.

“In at least one game, 
we gave the teams that 
we played a run for their 
money,” Crabtree said. 
“We didn’t fi nish a lot of 
those games, but we were 
also relying mostly on 
sophomores at that point. 
There were a couple of 
juniors mixed in, but they 
were fi rst-year starters. I’m 

hoping that the seasoning 
and experience that’s been 
gained will pay off. Right 
now, we have a great culture 
around the team. I just feel 
great about how they’re 
working, their attitudes, and 
how they are as teammates. 
I don’t know where it’s going 
to fall, but I’m really excited 
about the team, and I really 
feel like that we can be 
competitive and win a lot of 
ballgames this year.”

On the mound, Valley will 
sport a deep and experienced 
bullpen that will be led by 
Cunningham, a student-
athlete who is effective at 
anything that he touches. 
The three-sport athlete’s 
best sport, however, may 
very well be on the baseball 
diamond, where the junior 
has combined an excellent 
arm with a live bat and 
one of the most impressive 
ranges that one will fi nd 
out of a center fi elder in 

the region. Morrow, a First-
Team All-SOC honoree last 
year, will also see signifi cant 
mound time himself.

“I’m keeping my fi ngers 
crossed,” Crabtree said. 
“Arms can be really fi ckle. 
Right now, things are going 
well. We’ve been moving 
along slowly. We’re in pretty 
good shape there. Tanner 
will defi nitely be the guy 
that takes the ball most of 
the time. He’s been in our 
pitching rotation since he 
was a freshman. He’s had a 
lot of success over his varsity 
career. Jared threw some 
really good games for us last 
year, too.”

Behind the 6-1 junior, 
Jones, Williams, Cayton 
Ruby, and Jake Ashkettle 
— the latter of whom 
transferred i n from the 
Columbus area and is a 
grandson of former Valley 
head coach Dean Schuler — 
will all see time on the hill, 

and freshman Devin Wiley, 
who Crabtree says “has a 
varsity arm already” and is 
“competing,” will also see 
his fair share of innings, as 
will Trevon Donini, who 
“does a great job in relief 
and is always ready to go,” 
according to Crabtree. 
Williams and Ruby, who 
are both seniors, could also 
receive extended time on the 
hill depending on the health 
of their arms.

“Both are dealing with 
some arm issues,” Crabtree 
said. “Tucker had surgery 
back in November, but he’s 
back, and he threw a couple 
of innings this weekend. He 
was really consistent for 
us on the mound last year. 
We’re also waiting to see the 
prognosis on Cayton, but 
we’ve got a really good group 
of young kids besides that.”

As far as the defensive 

Valley set for big improvements in ‘18

Submitted Photo
The 2018 Valley Indians’ baseball program.

See BIG | 25
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alignment is concerned, 
Cunningham, when he 
isn’t pitching, will head the 
outfi eld in center. Jones will 
catch and play third, Tucker 
Williams will play exclusively 
at fi rst in the fi eld, Morrow 
will play at second and third 
base, Ashkettle will play 
exclusively at shortstop 
in the fi eld, promising 
freshman Andrew Andronis 
will catch and play in the 
outfi eld when needed, and 
Kayden Mollette, a jack-of-
all-trades infi elder, will play 
all over the yard. Trevon 
Donini, a junior, and Brecken 
Williams, a freshman, are 

fi ghting for playing time in 
left and right fi eld.

At the plate, the one-
through-seven in the batting 
order is pretty well set, with 
Cunningham, Mollette, 
Morrow, Jones, Tucker 
Williams, Ashkettle, a “real 
nice addition with a good 
bat” and Andronis — the 
latter of whom is a “good 
little athlete” and has 
“provided a big boost for 
us” — will be the likely look 
on most nights. A mixture of 
Donini, Ruby, and Brecken 
Williams, among others, 
will round out the Indians’ 
lineup.

Of those players, however, 
it is Mollette who has 
made the biggest strides, 
according to Crabtree. An 
already profi cient infi elder 

and baserunner, the utility 
man batted over .300 as a 
sophomore and has only 
continued to make strides 
since the second half of the 
2017 campaign.

“It took Kayden a while 
to get acclimated to varsity 
speed and pitching,” 
Crabtree said. “His 
athleticism allowed him to be 
productive in the fi eld at on 
the basepaths, but he had a 
hard time at the plate. Then 
late in the season, he started 
fi guring it out, and so far in 

the offseason, he’s continued 
to work hard and is a guy 
that works the count, bunts, 
puts the ball in play, and is a 
really fast, athletic kid. He’s 
one of those guys where if 
he gets on base, he’ll make 
things happen.”

And if the proper 
improvements are made, 
don’t look for just a singular 
person to make things 
happen in 2018.

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 24
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By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

It’s always a wonderful feeling when several All-SOC caliber 
players return to a single unit.

It’s even more wonderful when an old, savvy leader returns 
to teach those very players new tricks.

After retiring from coaching the sport in 2015, familiar Val-
ley face Montie Spriggs is back as the head coach for the unit 
in time for the 2018 season’s commencement.

Spriggs, who led the Valley Indians’ softball program to 
three consecutive regional berths from 2010 to 2012 — 
including two Division III, Region 11 Final trips in 2010 and 
2012 en route to claiming four trips to the district fi nals in a 
fi ve season span from 2010 to 2014 — is back at the helm.

And despite only having 11 players on the roster, the 
return of fi ve seniors, including ace pitcher Faith Brown and 
Shawnee State University softball signee Marissa Markins, 
among others, will be key for the Lady Indians as Valley 
looks to make a deep run in the OHSAA Division IV Tourna-
ment later in the spring.

Brown and Markins, who are each All-SOC and All-
District caliber talents, will head the unit as Brown’s pitch-
ing, along with Markins’ play at fi rst base, are expected to 
be strong points for Valley in 2018. Markins, who is also 

Old dog ready to 
teach new tricks 
to Lady Indians

2018 VALLEY TRACK 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ...................................... Meet Time

March 27 .........................................Northwest ...............................................5 p.m.

April 3 ............................................ Portsmouth ........................................ 4:30 p.m.

April 6 ...................................... Minford Invitational ........................................5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................Northwest ......................................... 4:30 p.m.

April 12 ..............................................Oak Hill ............................................ 4:30 p.m.

April 17 ................................................ West .............................................. 4:30 p.m.

April 24 ..................................Northwest Invitational ................................ 4:30 p.m.

April 26 ................................................ West .............................................. 4:30 p.m.

May 2 ........................................... South Webster ...................................... 4:30 p.m.

May 8 .................................... SOC Prelims at Oak Hill .....................................5 p.m.

May 10 ................................... SOC Finals at Oak Hill ................................ 4:30 p.m.

May 15 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ................. 4:30 p.m.

May 16 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern ................................3 p.m.

May 19 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern .............................. 10 a.m.

May 19 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ................. 9:30 a.m.

May 23............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ................................. TBA

May 24 ................................. Boys Regional at Athens ....................................... TBA

May 25 ............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ................................. TBA

May 26 ................................ Boys Regional at Athens ....................................... TBA

May 1 .............................................State at OSU ................................................ TBA

May 2 .............................................State at OSU ................................................ TBA

2018 VALLEY TENNIS 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ....................................Home/Away

March 26 ....................................... New Boston .............................................. Home

March 27 ...........................................Minford.................................................. Home

March 28 ...........................................Waverly ................................................. Home

April 3 ...........................................Wheelersburg ............................................. Away

April 5 .................................................. West .................................................... Home

April 9 ...................................................Clay .................................................... Home

April 10 .......................................... Notre Dame ............................................... Away

April 12 ..............................................Minford................................................... Away

April 16 ..............................................Waverly .................................................. Away

April 17 .................................................East ..................................................... Away

April 19 .........................................Wheelersburg ............................................ Home

April 23 ................................................ West ..................................................... Away

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Valley’s Marissa Markins stands in at the plate.
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arguably the team’s contact 
hitter, will bat at the No. 3 
hole, with Brown following 
in the cleanup position.

Margaret Caldwell, who is 
a speedy center fi elder, will 
return to lead off the order, 
while Madison Kuhn brings 
a solid glove to the second 
base position and will bat at 
the second spot in the order. 
The fi fth senior on the unit, 
Kirbi Sommers, will hold 

down the Lady Indians’ fort 
behind the plate, while fel-
low returning starters Madi-
son Williams and Kenzie 
Spencer give Valley a strong 
top seven from which to 
work with.

Madison Brewer, along 

with freshmen Brooklyn 
Weeks, Halee Stone, and 
Libby Higginbotham, round 
out the Lady Indians’ lineup 
for the 2018 campaign.

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT 
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2018 VALLEY BASEBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent .................................. Home/Away

March 24 .......................................Ironton (DH) .............................................. Away

March 26 ...........................................Piketon ........................ VA Memorial Stadium

March 27 ....................................... Portsmouth ............................................... Away

March 28 ...........................................Waverly ................................................. Home

March 30 ...........................................Waverly .................................................. Away

April 2 ................................................Minford.................................................. Home

April 4 ................................................Minford................................................... Away

April 6 .......................................... South Webster ............................................ Home

April 7 ........................................... Eastern (DH) .............................................. Away

April 9 .......................................... South Webster ............................................. Away

April 10 .................................................Clay .................................................... Home

April 11 ................................................. West ..................................................... Away

April 13 ................................................ West .................................................... Home

April 16 ..............................................Oak Hill ................................................... Away

April 18 ..............................................Oak Hill .................................................. Home

April 20............................................Northwest ............................................... Home

April 23 ............................................Northwest ................................................ Away

April 24 .......................................... Portsmouth .............................................. Home

April 25 .........................................Wheelersburg ............................................. Away

April 27 .........................................Wheelersburg ............................................ Home

May 1 ....................................................Clay ..................................................... Away

May 2 .............................................. Coal Grove ............................................... Home

May 3 ............................................... Whiteoak ................................................. Away

May 5 ..........................................Zane Trace (DH)............................................ Away

2018 VALLEY SOFTBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ......................................... Home/Away

March 24 .......................................... Rock Hill .......................................................... Away

March 27 ..............................................Clay ............................................................ Home

March 28 ...........................................Waverly ......................................................... Home

March 30 ...........................................Waverly .......................................................... Away

March 31 ............................................Eastern ........................................................... Away

April 2 ................................................Minford.......................................................... Home

April 3 ................................................Piketon .......................................................... Home

April 4 ................................................Minford........................................................... Away

April 6 .......................................... South Webster .................................................... Home

April 7 ........................................Portsmouth (DH) ................................................... Away

April 9 .......................................... South Webster ..................................................... Away

April 11 ................................................. West ............................................................. Away

April 13 ................................................ West ............................................................ Home

April 16 ..............................................Oak Hill ........................................................... Away

April 17 .......................................... Notre Dame ...................................................... Home

April 18 ..............................................Oak Hill .......................................................... Home

April 20............................................Northwest ....................................................... Home

April 23 ............................................Northwest ........................................................ Away

April 25 .........................................Wheelersburg ..................................................... Away

April 27 .........................................Wheelersburg .................................................... Home

April 28 ......................................Russell (Ky.) (DH) .................................................. Away

May 1 ................................................ Rock Hill ......................................................... Home

May 4 .................................................Piketon ........................................................... Away

From page 26
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NOTRE DAME TITANS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

For a young team to grow, 
it must have seasoned lead-
ers ready to take charge of 
a program and guide the 
younger members of the 
unit into successful hands 
in the seasons to come.

Before a head coach was 
even put into place, two of 
the leaders — senior hands 
CJ Corns and Tyler Speas 
— had proven themselves 
as leaders either in past sea-
sons or, in Speas’ case, the 
basketball spectrum as well.

Now, Notre Dame will 
have a new leader to call 

its own. Virgil Howard, a 
58-year old baseball veteran 
who has been around the 
game for more than two 
decades across the Tri-State 
Area, will take over the 
helm of the Titans’ baseball 
program for the departing 
Drew Mader as Howard 
looks to grow a roster that 
has taken on a much differ-
ent shape than it originally 
did last year — especially 
considering that seven 
freshman, a fi rst-year junior, 
and a sophomore transfer 
from Northwest will join 
Corns and Speas in the 
makeup of the roster.

“We are very, very 
young,” Howard said. “This 
team does have potential. 
Realistically, I believe that 
this unit is in the middle of 
the pack in the SOC I. We 
would like to get better, and 
our main goal, above any-
thing else, is to try to get 
better from the beginning 
of the year to the end of 
the year. I don’t know how 
much of an impact that we’ll 
make in the SOC I.”

On the mound, Notre 
Dame will be taking on an 
approach that will be differ-
ent from most teams. With 
limited pitching depth, and 
limited depth overall, the 
pitching rotation, which 
consists of Corns, Speas, 
and freshmen Caleb Nich-
ols, Jake McGuire, and 
Chris Schmidt, will likely 
see their pitch count maxed 

out at a number below 30 so 
that all fi ve players can be 
available when needed on a 
daily basis.

“CJ is our leader on the 
mound,” Howard said. “He 
brings the heat and has a 
nasty curve. Caleb is a good 
change-of-pace pitcher com-
pared to CJ. He locates well. 
He’s not over-powering, but 
changes speed well. (Tyler) 
Speas just looks intimidat-
ing on the mound. He has 
good speed and a funky 
knuckle that will leave some 
guys looking. He’s smart 
with runners on. (Chris) 
Schmidt is a close copy to 
(Caleb) Nichols. He doesn’t 
have as much experience 
but should give a quality 
three-plus innings. (Jake) 
McGuire will surprise some 
batters with his speed and 
location.”

Around the yard 
defensively, Ethan Kammer, 
another freshman, will 
play at catcher and third 
base, while Speas will play 
fi rst and pitch. Nichols 
and Corns will play at 
shortstop and second base, 
respectively — with the 
former taking over the 
latter’s duties if Corns is 
pitching — and Schmidt 
will play at third base 
when not pitching. Tucker 
Hermann, who has “a lot of 
baseball smarts,” will play 
between fi rst and second 
base depending upon the 
pitching rotation, and 
when Roy Rigsbee becomes 

Howard takes the helm
Youthful Titans to look to grow under seasoned leader

See GROW | 3128
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2018 NOTRE DAME TITANS 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ..................Home/Away ..........................Time

March 27 ...........................................Eastern ..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

March 28 ...........................................Eastern .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 2 ..........................................Symmes Valley....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 3 ..............................Vanceburg (Ky.) Lewis County .......Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 4 ..........................................Symmes Valley...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 6 ................................................. Green ..........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 7 ......................................South Webster (DH) ..............Home .................................12 p.m.

April 9 ................................................. Green ...........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................. Rock Hill ........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 11 ..................................................East ...........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 12 .................................................East ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 16 .......................................... New Boston .....................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 17 ............................................... Valley ...........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 18 .......................................... New Boston ......................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 19 ......................................... North Adams .....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 23 .................................................Clay ...........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 24 .................................................Clay ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 25 ............................................. Western .........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 27 ............................................. Western ........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

May 1 ................................................... West ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

May 3 .................................................Piketon ..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.
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2018 NOTRE DAME TITANS 
BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ..................Home/Away ..........................Time

March 26 .................................. Ironton St. Joseph .................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

March 27 ...........................................Eastern ..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

March 28 ...........................................Eastern .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 2 ..........................................Symmes Valley....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 3 ............................................ Portsmouth ......................Away .................................. 6 p.m.

April 4 ..........................................Symmes Valley...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 6 ................................................. Green ..........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 7 ......................................South Webster (DH) ..............Home .................................12 p.m.

April 9 ................................................. Green ...........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 10 .......................................... Portsmouth .....................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 11 ..................................................East ...........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 12 .................................................East ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 16 .......................................... New Boston .....................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 17 ........................................... Coal Grove ......................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 19 ......................................... North Adams .....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 20.................................................Clay ...........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 23 .................................................Clay ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 25 ............................................. Western .........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 26 ..................................... Ironton St. Joseph ................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 27 ............................................. Western ........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 28 ........................................ Whiteoak (DH) ....................Away .................................12 p.m.

May 5 ..................................... South Point Tri-Match ..............Away .................................10 a.m.

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the course of the 
2010s, the Notre Dame 
Titans’ softball program — 
much like the volleyball and 
girls basketball programs 
under its umbrella — have 
enjoyed their greatest suc-
cess during the decade.

In fact, with three Divi-
sion IV District Champion-
ships (2011, 2012, 2014) 
and two Division IV Region-
al Final appearances (2012, 
2014) over the decade so 
far, the softball program at 
Notre Dame is arguably the 
most successful of the three 
since 2010 — and that’s a 
scary thought considering 
the kind of groundbreak-
ing achievements that have 
been accomplished by the 
girls programs under the 
NDHS umbrella since the 
turn of the decade.

And as with the volley-
ball and girls basketball 
programs, the expectations 
are going to be ratcheted 
up again — especially with 
a lineup that is young but 
extremely talented.

With an excellent pitcher 
coming back in Cassie 
Schaefer, strong letterwin-
ners in Molly Hoover and 
Baylee Webb, among others, 
joining her and an extreme-
ly talented crop of freshmen 
and fi rst-year players, the 
Notre Dame Titans’ softball 
program is in great shape. 
And with a familiar leader 
in J.D. McKenzie heading 
up the fort, the Lady Titans 

are certainly in great hands 
from a coaching standpoint.

“We’re excited about it,” 
McKenzie said. “We’re a 
pretty young team. We’ve 
got a lot of girls who are 
underclassmen that are 
going to be playing big 
roles for us, but so far, it 
seems like good things are 
happening. We seem to be 
hitting the ball pretty well, 
and we’re really excited 
about how the girls were 
able to step right in and be 
able to do some good things 
that we’re looking for, espe-
cially those who just came 
off of the quick turnaround 
from basketball season. I 
believe that we’re going to 
be a lot better at the end 
of the season than we are 
starting off, and hopefully, 
once we get to tournament 
time, we’re clicking pretty 
well and we’re ready to 
make a little run in the 
tournament, because at that 
point, we hope to be a team 
that is starting to peak at 
the right time.”

That success, however, 
will be spearheaded by the 
play of Schaefer. An All-
SOC and All-District caliber 
talent without question, 
the ace can throw as many 
as fi ve different pitches for 
strikes — a rare weapon for 
any pitcher to have at any 
level of softball.

“Cassie is throwing the 
ball really well,” McKenzie 
said. “She’s worked hard 
in the offseason and she’s 

Talented youth abound on Lady Titans’ roster

McKenzie takes helm of ND softball program

See HELM | 30
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NOTRE DAME TITANS

worked with her pitching 
coach and our pitching 
coach, Tim Hart, as well, 
and she’s developed into a 
player where we’re pretty 
confi dent in four or fi ve of 
her pitches. You look for a 
pitcher to have two strong 
pitches and possibly a third 
pitch that she can go to, 
where I believe that Cassie 
has four really strong 
pitches right now and is 
getting a lot better at the 
fi fth one. Everyday, she’s 
working in order to get bet-
ter at that fi fth pitch. We’re 
really working on her get-
ting ahead in the count and 
working on her placement 
and location of pitches and 
stuff like that.”

Schaefer, however, isn’t 
all that the Lady Titans 
have. In Isabel Cassidy, 
Notre Dame has a stand-
out freshman arm that can 
throw three pitches for 
strikes, and has already 
impressed greatly with her 
own strides on the basket-
ball fl oor.

“Isabel doesn’t have 
nearly as many pitches in 
her repertoire, but of the 
pitches that she has thrown, 
she’s thrown consistently, 
she places them well, and 
she can throw any of those 
pitches in any count. She 
feels confi dent in all three 
of the pitches that she is 
throwing and can throw 
them at any time. Isabel’s a 
tough kid, and she’s going 
to see a lot of innings for us 
this year.”

From page 29

Helm

See HELM | 31

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2018 Notre Dame Titans’ softball program.

“Chemistry’s huge,” McKenzie said. 
“With most of these girls playing 
two or three sports together, the 
chemistry’s not an issue. It’s just 

kind of the expectation. In volleyball, 
there’s high expectations, and in 

basketball, there’s high expectations. 
We’re just continuing to roll that 

over into softball, which has already 
achieved a great deal just within 

the last decade. The expectations 
are staying the same. The one thing 
that we are dealing with in softball 

compared to the other sports is 
inexperience.”

— J.D. McKenzie
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eligible after transferring 
in from Northwest halfway 
through the season, he, too, 
will help in the infi eld at 
third base.

In the outfi eld, Ethan 
Palmer, a junior that hasn’t 
played baseball before but 
“picks things up quickly,” 
according to Howard, along 
with freshmen Gabe Pettay, 
who has “good speed and 
a strong arm” and Austin 
Vaughters, who has “good 
speed,” will all play in the 
grass. Rigsbee could also 
factor into the outfi eld rota-
tion once the sophomore 
is ruled eligible for outside 

competition in 2018.
At the dish, Notre Dame’s 

lineup, especially at the top 
of the order, is solid. Corns, 
who is “strong at the plate 
and in the fi eld,” will set the 
table, while Nichols, who 
has “a good bat and good 
speed on the bases,” will 
follow in the No. 2 hole.

The No. 3 and No. 4 slots 
in the order have been fl ip-
fl opped around, but make 
no mistake about it — it 
will consist of either Speas 
and Kammer or Kammer 
and Speas, a pair of players 
that Howard is very high 
on.

“People are afraid to 
throw to Tyler, because 
he is a big, strong kid that 
has baseball knowledge,” 
Howard said. “He comes 

from a family that has 
played baseball, so he has 
good baseball knowledge, 
and he has good vocal 
leadership skills. Pitchers 
will tend to pitch around 
him, which really doesn’t 
do him any justice, but I 
understand their fear of 
him. Ethan has strong plate 
skills, swings the bat very 
well, brings good speed to 
the basepaths, and his hand-
eye coordination is superb. 
He’s learning to be an on 
fi eld commander.”

And, as expected, Corns 
and Speas have already 
made their mark on their 
younger teammates.

“CJ and Tyler are as good 
or better than any athlete 
in the SOC I or SOC II,” 
Howard said. “I am grateful 

and lucky to have them. 
They seem to have a real 
concern for the younger 
guys behind them, which is 
hard to teach or get from 
upperclassmen. There is no 
doubt that they will lead 
the Notre Dame baseball 
program this year.”

Behind the main quartet, 
McGuire, who has “good 
speed and tracks a ball 
well,” Schmidt, who “has 
a good arm and hits a hard 
ball,” Hermann, Palmer, 
and Pettay round out the 
main batters. Vaughters and 
Rigsbee, the latter of whom 
“hits hard and has a good 
arm” will factor into the 
lineup, as well.

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 28

Grow

Defensively, Notre Dame 
did suffer a casualty when 
outfi elder Ava Hassel unfor-
tunately had to undergo 
knee surgery following an 
injury sustained in the Divi-
sion IV, Region 15 Semifi nal 
game against the Waterford 
Wildcats’ girls basketball 
program, but will still be 
sound thanks to the play of 
individuals such as Webb 
and Hoover, who will return 
to solidify the middle infi eld 
at second base and short-
stop, respectively.

“Ava was probably going 
to be a starting outfi elder 
for us,” McKenzie said. 
“Once she goes down and 
is out for the year, then 
you kind of have to reevalu-

ate and move some pieces 
around, which changes your 
thinking on what you’re 
going to do a little bit. 
However, as a coach, you’ve 
got to adapt when things 
happen like that.”

Around them, the lineup 
is chalk full of youthful 
promise. Claire Dettwiller 
will catch behind the plate, 
while Lauren Delabar and 
Cassidy will man the hot 
corners. In the outfi eld, 
Taylor Schmidt will return 
to the softball diamond to 
man the center fi eld efforts, 
while Francis Rogers and 
Katie Paterson will battle 
for time in left fi eld, with 
one or the other serving as 
the designated player. Pay-
ten Collins rounds out the 
lineup in right fi eld.

Of those newcomers, 
Dettwiller and Cassidy are 
a duo of names that have 

really impressed McKenzie 
with their advanced skill.

“Isabel and Claire are two 
really good softball play-
ers,” McKenzie said. “Isa-
bel’s got a great arm and a 
live bat, and Claire abso-
lutely smacks the dog snot 
out of the ball. She’s very 
fundamentally sound and 
does an excellent job fi eld-

ing her position. They’re 
really high-level softball 
players, and you’re just add-
ing them into the mix with 
some of the older girls who 
have played a lot of softball, 
which makes for a really 
good combination.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 30
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NORTHWEST MOHAWKS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

In any school, building a 
program takes time.

That’s especially the case 
when a program loses nine 
seniors from the year prior.

However, the Northwest 
Mohawks’ baseball program 
is looking forward to the 
challenges that lie ahead — 

because in an always stout 
SOC II, head coach J.M. 
Storer knows that there’s 
no other way to look at it 
but with a positive attitude, 
because nobody will feel 
sorry for Northwest during 
the 2018 campaign.

With players like All-SOC 
and All-District talent Will 
Gillette and Notre Dame 
transfer Hunter Berry back 

on the baseball diamond for 
the Mohawks, along with a 
solid group of young talent to 
build on, Northwest knows 
that the potential is there to 
build over the coming years 
— because of the excellent 
blend of youth and experi-
ence that is present on the 
Northwest roster.

“We’ve got a few more 
seniors that are going to help 

us this year,” Storer said. 
“We’ve got a couple coming 
back to play this season, and 
then we’ve got a transfer 
back in Hunter Berry that is 
really going to help us out 
a lot. We’ve got a couple of 
injuries right now that are 
going to hurt us for a little 
while, but once we get them 

Mohawks look to rebuild in ‘18
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2018 NORTHWEST MOHAWKS 
BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ..................Home/Away ..........................Time

March 24 ...........................................Peebles .....................Clay HS ................................. 11 a.m.

March 24 ..............................................Clay ............................Away ...................................1 p.m.

March 28 ......................................Wheelersburg ....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

March 30 ......................................Wheelersburg ...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

March 31 ........................... Chillicothe Huntington (DH) ........Home .................................12 p.m.

April 2 .......................................... South Webster ....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 4 .......................................... South Webster ...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 6 ................................................Minford.........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 7 .......................................North Adams (DH) VA Memorial Stadium .......................12 p.m.

April 9 ................................................Minford..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 11 ...............................................Oak Hill ..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 13 ..............................................Oak Hill .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 14 ........................................ Eastern Brown ....................Away .................................10 a.m.

April 14 .......................................... Miami Trace ......................Away ...................................1 p.m.

April 16 ................................................ West ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 18 ................................................ West ...........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 20............................................... Valley ...........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 21 ...................................... West Union (DH) ..................Away .................................10 a.m.

April 23 ............................................... Valley ..........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 25 ..............................................Waverly .........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 27 ..............................................Waverly ........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 30 .............................................Eastern .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

2018 NORTHWEST TRACK 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent .............................................Meet Time

March 27 ............................................ Home ......................................................4:30 p.m.

April 2 ................................................Peebles ......................................................... 5 p.m.

April 3 ............................................ Portsmouth ...................................................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ...................................... Minford Invitational ................................................ 5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................... Home ......................................................4:30 p.m.

April 13 .......................................... Portsmouth .................................................5:30 p.m.

April 17 ................................................ West .......................................................4:30 p.m.

April 19 ..............................................Oak Hill .......................................................... 5 p.m.

April 24 ....................................... Mohawk Classic ..............................................4:30 p.m.

April 26 ................................................ West .......................................................4:30 p.m.

May 2 ........................................... South Webster .................................................... 5 p.m.

May 8 .................................... SOC Prelims at Oak Hill ............................................. 5 p.m.

May 10 ............................................ SOC Finals ..................................................4:30 p.m.

May 15 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ..........................4:30 p.m.

May 16 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern ........................................ 3 p.m.

May 19 ............................. Boys District at Southeastern .......................................10 a.m.

May 19 ....................Girls District at Washington Court House ..........................9:30 a.m.

May 23............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ..........................................TBA

May 24 ................................. Boys Regional at Athens ................................................TBA

May 25 ............................Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ..........................................TBA

May 26 ................................ Boys Regional at Athens ................................................TBA

May 1 .............................................State at OSU .........................................................TBA

May 2 .............................................State at OSU .........................................................TBA

See REBUILD | 34
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By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the past several years, 
the Northwest Mohawks’ 
softball program has been 
hit hard by graduation. The 
year 2017 — with All-SOC 
and All-District caliber player 
Megan Shultz departing the 
program — was no different.

But make no mistake about 
it, Darrell Keller’s program 
always competes.

And with star hitters 
Addi Newman and Laiken 
Rice returning, along with 

a strong group that also 
includes incoming fresh-
men Lexi Throckmorton, 
Jaclyn Burchett, and Haidyn 
Wamsley into the mix among 
others, 2018 looks to be no 
different for Keller and his 
Lady Mohawks — which has 
the fourth year leader of the 
program excited for what is 
to come.

“We’ve started building, 
and I believe that this year 
is just going to further those 
expectations,” Keller said. 
“We have a pretty productive 
freshman class that’s come in, 

and we have no seniors this 
year, which is going to allow 
us to grow tremendously.”

On the hill, Throckmorton 
will immediately carry a 
sizeable portion of the load 
as the freshman, along with 

Rice, will share the primary 
pitching duties for the staff. 
While Keller is concerned 
about throwing Throck-
morton to the wolves, so to 
speak, so soon, the North-

See ABOUND | 35

Promising youth abound on Lady Mohawks’ roster
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2018 NORTHWEST MOHAWKS 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ..................Home/Away ..........................Time

March 26 ...........................................Eastern .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

March 28 ......................................Wheelersburg ....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

March 29 ...........................................Piketon .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

March 30 ......................................Wheelersburg ...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 2 .......................................... South Webster ....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 4 .......................................... South Webster ...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 6 ................................................Minford.........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 9 ................................................Minford..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 10 .............................................. Ironton .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 11 ...............................................Oak Hill ..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 13 ..............................................Oak Hill .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 14 ....................................Eastern Brown (DH) ...............Away .................................12 p.m.

April 16 ................................................ West ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 17 ........................................... Coal Grove ......................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 18 ................................................ West ...........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 21 ......................................Carol Vice Classic . Away - Clay HS .................................10 a.m.

April 23 ............................................... Valley ..........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 25 ..............................................Waverly .........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 27 ..............................................Waverly ........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 28 ........................................ Whiteoak (DH) ...................Home .................................12 p.m.

May 2 ....................................................Clay ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

“She is quick,” Keller said. “She 
covers a lot of the outfi eld, and when 

we need to move runners or have 
somebody produce at the plate, I 

know that will get done. She’s not a 
big power hitter, but she can place the 

ball, and man, she puts down some 
unbelievable bunts. The way that she 
puts down bunts should be in a book. 

I can’t say enough about her. She’s 
going to be something else. She’s 
laid down bunts that have allowed 
(Addi) Newman or (Laiken) Rice to 
drive runners in with one big blast 

to the outfi eld. She’s going to be an 
unsung hero because she’s going to 
set up the person that will make the 

headlines.”
— Darrell Keller’
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NORTHWEST MOHAWKS

back healthy, it’s really going 
to round our lineup up.”

From a pitching stand-
point, a pair of elder states-
men in Ashton Hall and 
Jacob Goodson will head 
the charge on the mound, 
while sophomores Andrew 
Hyland and Dalton Dunn, 
whom are all players that 
Storer is very high on, will 
head up the rotation. Berry, 
along with Mason Campbell 
and Garrett Rowe, will also 
join Hall and Goodson as 
the elder statesmen on the 
hill.

“We have a couple of 
pitchers that we’re really 
looking forward to see-
ing pitch this year at the 
varsity level and getting 
them some experience for 
the future,” Storer said. “I 
think that they’re going to 
be able to handle some of 
our opponents this year, as 
well, so we’re excited to see 

them. We’ve got a couple of 
other older pitchers that are 
going to help, as well. We’re 
pretty inexperienced on the 
mound, but I’m hoping for 
big things from our pitch-
ers.”

As for the main lineup, 
the overall look is still 
unclear, but Gillette, a 
dynamite leadoff hitter who 

sports gold glove-esque 
abilities in center fi eld, and 
Berry, who will hold down 
the fort behind the plate for 
the Mohawks, will certainly 
be a part of it in some shape 
or form. Campbell and Hall 
will likely contribute in mul-
tiple areas, as well.

“I’m expecting big things 
out of Will this year,” Storer 
said. “He’ll lead the team 
and be at the top of the 
lineup. He’s going to be one 
of our go-to guys. He’ll be a 
high on-base percentage guy 
and will have a high stolen 
base count. He should do a 
lot of big things this year.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

“We’re still evaluating and trying 
to fi gure out spots. We’re pretty 

confi dent with who we’re going to 
throw out there. It’s just going to kind 

of be a work in progress.”
— J.M. Storer

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2018 Northwest Mohawks’ baseball program.

From page 32
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west head coach is confi dent 
that his young gun will han-
dle the ebbs and fl ows of the 
position in fi ne fashion.

“To come in your fi rst 
year and start off right at 
the center of stuff is pretty 
taxing,” Keller said. “She’s 
learning the position and 
is starting to build on her 
pitching. She’ll gain on that 
knowledge in the circle and 
at the plate, and she can play 
just about anywhere in the 
fi eld, also.”

When one adds players 

such as Burchett and Wams-
ley into the mix, however, 
the results truly look green 
as the grass that these 
student-athletes play on. Bur-
chett, who plays center fi eld 
and fi rst base, is “an explo-
sive player that commands 
the outfi eld,” while Wamsley, 
a track sensation who is also 
going to participate on the 
softball diamond, is a “very 
explosive player who is 
capable of making headlines 
in the softball arena, also.”

“We expect a lot from 
Lexi, Jaclyn, and Haidyn this 
year,” Keller said.

Then, there’s Lydia 
Emmons — a person whom 
Keller beams with great 

pride as far as the evolution 
of the youngster’s game is 
concerned.

“She is quick,” Keller 
said. “She covers a lot of the 
outfi eld, and when we need 
to move runners or have 
somebody produce at the 
plate, I know that will get 
done. She’s not a big power 
hitter, but she can place the 
ball, and man, she puts down 
some unbelievable bunts. 
The way that she puts down 
bunts should be in a book. I 
can’t say enough about her. 
She’s going to be something 
else. She’s laid down bunts 
that have allowed (Addi) 
Newman or (Laiken) Rice 
to drive runners in with one 

big blast to the outfi eld. She’s 
going to be an unsung hero 
because she’s going to set up 
the person that will make the 
headlines.”

When one factors the 
aforementioned quartet into 
while Newman — who hit 
well over .500 in 2017 — and 
Rice and Alexis Lute — who 
obtained a batting average 
over .400 last season — can 
do, along with Sara Smith, 
Becky Scaff, Terah Webb, 
and additional hands, the 
ceiling is certainly high as far 
as the program’s direction is 
concerned.

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 33
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CLAY PANTHERS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Since taking over the Clay 
Panthers’ baseball program 
in the Spring of 2015, Marc 
Cottle has seemingly had his 
hometown school right in the 
hunt for a top-three fi nish-
ing position in SOC I action 
every single year, no matter 
what the personnel has con-
sisted of.

However, the 2018 version 
of the Clay baseball program 
will have some deep holes to 
fi ll.

With the loss of standout 
utility players in Cole Gil-
liland, Brody Riffe, Grant 
Hempill, and Drew Hadsell, 
the Panthers will have to 
fi nd leaders for a promising 
unit that does have quite a 
bit of talent on paper. But 

one thing’s for sure: Clay will 
compete.

“Our staff feels really 
blessed to be able to come 
back for our fourth year and 
coach these young men,” 
Cottle said. “After a slow 
start, we made some strides 
last year by getting a section-
al championship, and then 
playing toe to toe against 
a very good Eastern Meigs 
team but coming up short in 
a 2-1 game.”

Still, replacing Gilliland, 
Riffe, Hemphill, and Hadsell 
will be no small task.

Riffe shared the co-ace role 
with returning sophomore 
Dakota Dodds down the 
stretch, and his poise and 
potential impressed Chris 
Moore so much that it ulti-
mately allowed him to obtain 
a spot at Shawnee State 

University in its baseball pro-
gram. Gilliland was arguably 
the team’s best hitter at the 
three-hole, while Hadsell pro-
tected him at the two-hole. 
Then, there’s Hemphill, an 
unselfi sh senior who’d play 
anywhere he was asked in 
the middle infi eld.

“We lost a ton from last 
years team,” Cottle said. 
“Three four-year starters and 
one three-year starter will be 
very diffi cult to replace.”

That leadership role, how-
ever, is where Keith Cottle 
and McGwire Garrison will 
have to pick up the slack as 
the team’s two returning 
seniors. Garrison, a more-
than-dependable cleanup 
hitter, and Cottle, who bat-
ted in the six-hole for the 
Panthers, along with fi rst-
year senior Kyle Richardson 

and juniors Jared Conkel 
and Bradley McCleese, will 
be the only upperclassmen 
on the roster as 13 of the 18 
players in the Clay program 
are either sophomores or 
freshmen. Dodds, however, 
along with Reece Whitley 
and Tanner Richards, were 
a regular part of the starting 
lineup last year as freshmen, 
which could help ease the 
transition from experience 
to youth.

“This will be the youngest 
team we have had with nine 
of our top 12 players being 
freshman or sophomores,” 
Cottle said. “We are looking 
for leadership from our two 
senior starters in Keith and 
McGwire. Seven of our kids 
played summer ball last year 
and eight played in the fi rst 

Young Clay team looks to band together
Submitted Photo

The 2018 Clay Panthers’ baseball program.

See TOGETHER | 38



SPRIN
G

 SPO
RTS PREVIEW

   |   Daily Tim
es      37

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

After coming so close, 
but ultimately falling short 
on a goal that seemed so far 
at times over the years, the 
2017 Clay Panthers’ soft-
ball program advanced to 
regional play with a thrilling 
2-1 victory over Paint Valley 
in extra innings.

But after advancing to 
regional play, and only losing 
one senior off of a starting 
unit that was comprised of 
Bre Donahoe (the team’s 
lone senior), one junior, six 
sophomores, and a freshman, 
it’s clear that Jason Gear-
heart and the Clay Panthers’ 
softball program have aspira-
tions that include reaching 
the next step.

So, a state run?
Why not?
With Jensen Warnock, who 

fi nished the 2017 season 
with a batting average that 
exceeded .540 while lead-
ing the team in home runs 
(fi ve), RBI (37), and doubles 
(15), and Shaelyn Vassar, 
who collected 25 stolen bases 
from her leadoff position 
and drove in 22 additional 
runs while also exceeding 
.500 from a batting average 
standpoint, back, along with 
Hannah Oliver and Julia 
Swain, who each fi nished 
with ERA’s under 1.20 and 
collected 258 strikeouts 
combined in 2017, Clay may 
actually be in a position 
where it can improve on its 
28-2 overall record — and 
that’s a scary thought for the 
opposition.

But when you also return 

players like Elisa Collins, 
Cassidy Wells, Chloi Hay-
slip, Lila Brown, and Abby 
Ware — all returning con-
tributors — and add them, 
along with Kat Cochran, 
Shaley Munion, junior trans-
fer Ryanna Bobst, and an 
additional quartet of slug-
gers behind them who can 
do damage, the resulting 
expectations are ones that 
are as high as Gearheart has 
had since the veteran head 
coach took control of the 
program.

“I’m looking forward to 
another great season and I 
can’t wait to get started,” 

Gearheart said. “We have 
done really well in our 
scrimmages. I’ve batted 
the entire roster and the 
girls’ hitting has been very 
impressive so far.”

That entire roster will 
be key to eliminating one 
of the few weaknesses that 
Clay had last season, which 
was a lack of depth. When 
the Lady Panthers made 
their run to the Division IV, 
Region 15 Semifi nals last 
year, Clay had 10 players. 
Now, thanks to the transfer 
of Bobst and the additions 
of Cochran, Munion, Megan 
Bazler, Sophia Gatti, MeK-

enzie Loper, and Hailey 
Wiltshire, the Lady Panthers 
have 16 bodies for nine 
spots to give the program 
solid depth all across the 
lineup. And the best part, 
you ask? They’ll all contrib-
ute in a heavy manner.

“We lost one senior (Bre 
Donahoe) who played infi eld 
and was a very strong hit-
ter,” Gearheart said. “We 
only had 10 players last 
year, but this year we are 
up to 16. Just having that 
many players will be a huge 
advantage for us. With those 

Lady Panthers look to take next step forward

Submitted Photo
The 2018 Clay Panthers’ softball program.

See FORWARD | 39
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CLAY PANTHERS

capital fall league, so hope-
fully all of those extra games 
will allow us to perform bet-
ter this spring.”

On the mound, Dodds, 
who was an All-SOC honor-
ee last year and has pitched 
“outstanding” in Clay’s fi rst 
three scrimmages against 
West, Chesapeake, and Zane 
Trace, according to Cottle, 
will reassume the role as 
the ace of the pitching staff. 
Cottle and Whitley, along 
with incoming freshman 
Jason Woods, will also see 

time on the rubber in 2018.
“If these four can consis-

tently pound the strike zone, 
then we will be competitive 
in most all of our games,” 
Cottle said.

From an offensive and 
defensive standpoint, the 
exact formation of the 
lineup remains a work in 
progress, but Cottle, Gar-
rison, McCleese, Dodds, 
Whitley, and Richards — 
the team’s six returning 
everyday players from last 
year — will certainly be a 
part of the offensive batting 
order. Incoming freshmen 
Jaden Jessee, Clay Cottle, 
and Shaden Malone will 
likely round out the remain-

ing lineup order. Each of 
those players have shown 
promise, according to Cottle 
— but the defensive output 
remains as his main con-
cern.

“Defensively, we will have 
seven to eight freshmen and 
sophomores on the fi eld for 
the majority of the time,” 
Cottle said. “They’ll have to 
step up and play like upper-
classmen.”

Still, with six regular 
contributors, a promising 
collection of underclass-
men, and, most importantly, 
additional depth — 18 play-
ers across the program as 
opposed to just 11 in 2017 
— has Cottle believing that 
his team will be right there 

in the hunt as the latter 
half of SOC I competition 
and Division IV postseason 
approaches.

As far as our expectations 
are concerned, the goal is to 
fi nish at the top of our con-
ference and try to make a 
deep tournament run,” Cot-
tle said. “With such a young 
team, we will have our 
growing pains, but hopefully 
we can improve on a daily 
basis and play our best ball 
come tournament time. I 
feel that Green will be at the 
top of the conference again, 
hands down. They are well 
coached and have a ton of 
talent coming back.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 36

Together

2018 CLAY PANTHERS SOFTBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ..................Home/Away ..........................Time

March 28 .......................................... Western ........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

March 30 .......................................... Western .........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 2 ............................................ New Boston .....................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 3 .......................................... South Webster ...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 4 ............................................ New Boston ......................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 6 ...................................................East ...........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 7 .......................................... Clay Tri-Match ...................Home .................................10 a.m.

April 9 ...................................................East ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 10 ..............................................Waverly ........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 11 .........................................Symmes Valley...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 13 ........................................Symmes Valley....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 16 ..............................................Eastern .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 18 ..............................................Eastern ..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 21 ......................................Carol Vice Classic ................Home .................................10 a.m.

April 23 .......................................... Notre Dame ......................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 24 .......................................... Notre Dame .....................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 25 ............................................... Green ..........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 27 ............................................... Green ...........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

May 2 ...............................................Northwest ......................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

May 5 ......................................... Unioto Tri-Match ..........Unioto HS ...................................1 p.m.38
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2018 CLAY TRACK SCHEDULE
Date....................................................... Opponent ..........................................Meet Time

March 27 .................................................. Northwest.....................................................5 p.m.

April 3 ...................................................... Portsmouth .............................................4:30 p.m.

April 6 ................................................Minford Invitational .............................................5 p.m.

April 10 ..................................................... Northwest...............................................4:30 p.m.

April 11 ...................................................South Webster .................................................5 p.m.

April 13 .................................................... Portsmouth ...................................................5 p.m.

April 17 ..........................................................West ...................................................4:30 p.m.

April 24 ..................................................... Northwest.....................................................5 p.m.

April 26 .........................................................Home ........................................................5 p.m.

May 2 .....................................................South Webster ...........................................4:30 p.m.

May 8 ..............................................SOC Prelims at Oak Hill ..........................................5 p.m.

May 10 ...................................................... SOC Finals ..............................................4:30 p.m.

May 15 ............................ Girls District at W   ashington Court House .....................4:30 p.m.

May 16 .......................................Boys District at Southeastern .....................................3 p.m.

May 19 .......................................Boys District at Southeastern ...................................10 a.m.

May 19 ..............................Girls District at Washington Court House ...................... 9:30 a.m.

May 23..................................... Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ......................................TBA

May 24 ........................................... Boys Regional at Athens ............................................TBA

May 25 ..................................... Girls Regional at Fairfi eld Union ......................................TBA

May 26 .......................................... Boys Regional at Athens ............................................TBA

May 1 ...................................................... State at OSU ......................................................TBA

May 2 ...................................................... State at OSU ......................................................TBA38
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numbers, it opens up many 
options for both offense and 
defense. This group, as a 
whole, is what every coach 
wants as a team. Each girl is 
able to contribute.”

One part of the lineup that 
is set, without question, is 
the top-notch pitching rota-
tion of Oliver and Swain. 
The latter has already signed 
to play her collegiate softball 
at Ohio Christian University, 
while the former put togeth-
er a perfect game against 
Green last year.

“Hannah and Julia have 
been working very hard,” 
Gearheart said. “They are 
getting stronger and focus-
ing on different pitches. We 
are extremely lucky to have 
two great pitchers that work 
so well together. They have 
different pitches and that 
is very benefi cial, because 
we are able to make adjust-
ments for each team we play 
and hopefully keep them off 
balance.”

The competition that 
Warnock, Vassar, Oliver, 

and Swain will provide is 
tremendous in and of itself, 
but when one adds in Col-
lins and Wells, who, along 
with Swain, each batted at 
least .370 or better at the 
dish — with Wells leading 
the team in triples (four) 
and fi nishing second on the 
unit in home runs (four) and 
RBI (35) — along with the 
competition that the addi-
tional 11 will provide, it’s 
understandable to see how 
the stakes have been raised, 
especially when the added 
depth provides additional 
competition that will make 
the unit stronger as a whole.

So it’s no doubt that the 
goal is to not only repeat as 
SOC I Champions for a third 
straight year, but to advance 
further in the playoffs with 
eight of the nine starters 
back and a deeper bench 
from a unit that made it to 
regional play for the fi rst 
time in seven years.

Will a state run be next?
Time will tell.
“I hope to be even more 

competitive, and of course, 
make it further in the tour-
nament,” Gearheart said. “I 
want that most for the girls 
because in the past we have 

made it to the fi nish line but 
haven’t crossed it. I know 
they have what it takes. This 

will be an exciting season!”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT
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2018 CLAY PANTHERS BASEBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date.............................................. Opponent ..................Home/Away ..........................Time

March 24 .........................................Northwest ......................Home ................................. 11 a.m.

March 24 ...........................................Peebles ........................Home .................................. 3 p.m.

March 26 ....................................... Manchester ......................Away .............................4:30 p.m.

March 28 .......................................... Western .........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

March 29 ........................................Paint Valley ......................Away .............................6:30 p.m.

March 30 .......................................... Western ........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

March 31 ........................................ Portsmouth ......................Away ...................................1 p.m.

April 1 ....................................... Ironton St. Joseph ................Home .............................4:30 p.m.

April 3 .......................................... South Webster ....................Away .............................4:30 p.m.

April 6 ...................................................East ............................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 9 ...................................................East ...........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 10 ............................................... Valley ...........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 11 .........................................Symmes Valley....................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 13 ........................................Symmes Valley...................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 16 ..............................................Eastern ..........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 17 ..................................... Ironton St. Joseph .................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 18 ..............................................Eastern .........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 20.......................................... Notre Dame ......................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 21 ...........................................South Point ......................Away .................................10 a.m.

April 21 ...............................................Belpre...........................Away .................................12 p.m.

April 23 .......................................... Notre Dame .....................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 25 ............................................... Green ...........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

April 27 ............................................... Green ..........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

April 30 ........................................... Whiteoak ........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

May 1 .................................................. Valley ..........................Home .................................. 5 p.m.

May 2 ................................................ Wellston .........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

May 4 ................................................ Rock Hill .........................Away .................................. 5 p.m.

“I want that most for the girls 
because in the past we have made it 
to the fi nish line but haven’t crossed 

it. I know they have what it takes.”
— Jason Gearheart
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EAST TARTANS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

When a person comes in as 
a head coach and demands a 
higher standard, that higher 
standard is exactly what is 
going to be met.

In his fi rst season as the 
head coach of the East base-
ball program, Matt Miller led 
the Tartans to their fi rst post-
season victory since 2011 
and just their second victory 
in Division IV postseason 
action in a decade with a 5-3 
win over Western. Miller 
then nearly led the Tartans 
to a huge victory over Clay 
before dropping a narrow 2-1 
decision to the Panthers to 
cap off a promising inaugural 
season as the leader of the 
Tartans.

Miller, however, isn’t satis-
fi ed. He wants more.

And so does his team.
With a pitching rotation 

that includes returning hands 
Zach Garrett, Tyler Winston, 
and Tommy Lambert, along 
with the effort and energy 
that Dylan Bailey will provide 
from his defensive position, 
among the many additional 
talented players that are a 
part of the program, it is 
clear that East has its sights 
set on taking the next step.

“I’m defi nitely excited 
about what we can do,” Mill-
er said. “It’s really just a mat-
ter of going out and doing it. 
The expectations are a little 
bit higher this year. Last year 
was about setting up the way 
that we do things and every-
thing else, and this year’s 
really about taking the next 
step and not being satisfi ed.”

The key for East, as it will 
be for most area units, is the 
amount of depth that the Tar-
tans have in all facets. This is 
especially evident on the hill, 
where fi ve players — includ-
ing Bailey, Garrett, Lam-
bert, Winston, and Brayden 
Queen — will all contribute 
in a heavy manner. All fi ve 
have the ability to paint the 
corners and hit their spots 
effectively.

“We’ve got about seven or 
eight kids that will throw this 
year,” Miller said. “We’re not 
going to be overpowering. 

The biggest thing for us is 
throwing strikes, not walking 
people, and fi elding the base-
ball when it’s hit. So far, over 
the fi rst two scrimmages, 
they’ve thrown strikes,” 
Miller said. “That’s going to 
be the key.”

Behind the mound, it is 
Bailey who will take on a 
leadership role. The senior, 
who Miller says “is the glue 
that holds us together defen-
sively,” will be the team’s 
second baseman.

Miller looking towards next step for Tartans

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
East’s Lucas Bradley stands in at the plate.

“You’ve got 
to earn your 

spot. Nothing’s 
set in stone. If 
somebody’s 
better than 

somebody else, 
the best player is 

going to play.”
— Matt MillerSee STEP | 42
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By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Coaching in the SOC I 
isn’t unfamiliar territory for 
Scott Perdas.

However, that doesn’t 
make the opportunity that 
the area native garnered 
any less sweet.

After a coaching stint 
at New Boston back in 
2015, Perdas will offi cially 
return to the softball scene 
as a head coach in 2018 
with the East Tartans’ 
softball program. This time, 
however, the newly-minted 

head coach will have a full 
assortment to work with, as 
Perdas has three assistants 
on staff to help him right 
the ship in Sciotoville.

“It’s nice being here,” 
Perdas said. “I’m glad 
that I’ve got the program 
here. It’s kind of different 
from what I’m used to. I’ve 
got three great assistant 
coaches who are there to 
help me, and I’m not used 
to having that kind of help. 
It will be great to have them 
there on the fi eld. It takes 
a lot of pressure off of me. 
Taking over the program 

is great. I know what the 
history of the program’s 
been in the past, and we 
want to build the program 
back up into the stature that 
it used to be.”

To do that, however, the 
development of starting 
pitchers Ali Escamilla 
and Keke Burgess will be 
paramount. The sophomore 
and junior will be pitching 
the vast majority of the 
innings for the Lady 
Tartans in Perdas’ fi rst year 
with the program.

“I look for both of them 
to make an impact,” Perdas 

said. “They’re working hard 
and are getting better every 
practice. I look for all of our 
pitchers to improve and put 
in some good work as the 
season goes along.”

As far as the infi eld is 
concerned, look for Aaliyah 
Steele to be the team’s fi eld 
general behind the plate 
at the catching position. 
Seniors Sadie Williams 
(fi rst) and Victoria Fannin 
(third) will man the hot 
corners, while talented 
freshmen Kelsey Setty 

Perdas ready to lead East to promising future
Kevin Colley | Daily Times

The 2018 East Tartans’ softball program.

See FUTURE | 43
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EAST TARTANS

“He’s a great kid and a 
hard worker,” Miller said 
of Bailey. “He’s not going 
to blow your socks off with 
his athleticism, but you’re 
not going to fi nd a harder 
worker out there.”

When they aren’t pitching, 
Garrett, Lambert, Queen, 
and Winston will all mainly 

play in the infi eld. Winston 
will be at shortstop, Queen 
will be at third base and 
could play at the opposite 
hot corner on occasion, 
Garrett will be at fi rst, and 
Lambert will catch. In the 
outfi eld, Brock Bradley, Luke 
Bradley, Chandler Carver, 
Jordan Huffman, and Justin 
Kritzwiser could all see time, 
in addition to Winston, who 
could also serve as a utility 
outfi elder like the previously 

mentioned quintet.
“We’re a lot deeper and a 

lot more prepared to take 
that next step this year,” 
Miller said. “Everybody’s 
really stepped up and con-
tributed. Last year, it was, 
‘This is how we’re going to 
do things.’ This year, guys 
have taken the bull by the 
horns and said, ‘Hey, we 
know what we’ve got to do. 
Let’s get it done.’ If some-
body’s not doing it right, 

there’s somebody there to 
say, ‘Hey, this is the way 
that we do things. Let’s 
work on this.’ It hasn’t been 
just me saying it. The entire 
group, as a whole, is taking 
it upon themselves to say, 
‘Hey, this is what’s expected 
and this is what we’re sup-
posed to do. Let’s work at it 
and get started.’”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
East’s Brayden Queen swings at a pitch.

From page 40
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2018 EAST TARTANS BASEBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 26 ............................ South Webster ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 27 ......................... Ironton St. Joseph ............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 28 ............................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ............................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 ........................................ Green ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 ........................................ Green .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ......................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ...............................Manchester (DH) .............................Home...................................TBA

April 9 ......................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 ................................. South Gallia .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 .................................. Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 12 ................................. Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ............................... Ironton St. Joe ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 ...........................Ironton St. Joe (DH) ............................Away...................................TBA

April 16 .................................... Western .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 .................................... Western ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 20............................... Raceland (Ky.) ................................Away...................................TBA

April 24 ............................... South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 .....................................Eastern ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 26 ................................. South Gallia ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 .....................................Eastern .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 28 ................................Fairview (DH) ................................Home...................................TBA

(second) and Hailen Steele 
(shortstop) will man the 
middle infi eld. Escamilla 
will also help at third base 
when the sophomore isn’t 
pitching. When she is, 
Burgess will be playing in 
left fi eld, and the junior will 
be surrounded by Kaylee 
Flannery and Breanna 
Kiebler in center and right, 
respectively.

“I believe that we’re pretty 
solid,” Perdas said. “The 

girls are really working. 
They’re putting the bat 
on the ball. I believe that 
they’re going to be alright. 
They’re just young. It’s a 
new experience for them 
being in a varsity sport as 
a freshman and being put 
into starting roles. Our 
infi eld is all freshmen or 
fi rst-year players, so we’ve 
got a young infi eld. As far as 
batting, I think we’re going 
to be alright. It’s just going 
to take some time for them 
to get comfortable and make 
sure that they’re seeing the 
ball well. They’ll be fi ne.”

Of the bunch, it is 

Kiebler who has really 
made signifi cant strides, 
according to Perdas. The 
sophomore collected a 
pair of hits and had two 
additional deep fl yball outs 
in her four trips to the plate 
during the team’s initial 
scrimmage against outside 
competition.

“She’s really worked hard, 
she’s really put the time 
in, and she’s wanting to do 
good. She’s wanting to play, 
and it shows.”

And Kiebler is just one 
of nine underclassmen on a 

15-player roster that could 
be set to make signifi cant 
strides in the coming years 
— strides that could allow 
the Lady Tartans to reach 
heights that haven’t been 
seen in the sport for well 
over a decade.

“We’ve got a good group,” 
Perdas said. “We’ve got two 
seniors, four juniors, and 
the rest are freshmen and 
sophomores, so we’ve got a 
lot to build on.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 41

Future

2018 EAST TARTANS SOFTBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 24 ...............................West Union ..................................Home...................................TBA

March 26 ............................ South Webster ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 27 ......................... Ironton St. Joseph ............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 28 ............................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ............................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 ........................................ Green ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 ........................................ Green .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ......................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ...............................Manchester (DH) .............................Home...................................TBA

April 9 ......................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 ................................. South Gallia .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 .................................. Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 12 ................................. Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ............................... Ironton St. Joe ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 ...........................Ironton St. Joe (DH) ............................Away...................................TBA

April 16 .................................... Western .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 .................................... Western ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 20................................. New Boston ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 23 ................................. New Boston .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 24 ............................... South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 .....................................Eastern ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 26 ................................. South Gallia ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 .....................................Eastern .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 28 ................................Fairview (DH) ................................Home...................................TBA
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GREEN BOBCATS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the years, the Green 
Bobcats’ baseball program 
has accomplished a lot 
under the leadership of Dan 
McDavid and the father-son 
assistant combination of 
Chris and Jayson Meenach.

Two district fi nal appear-
ances in 2010 and 2011, 
along with a district semi-
fi nal appearance last year, 
would tell anyone that.

But after going a perfect 
12-0 in SOC I conference 
action and taking home 
the school’s fi rst confer-
ence title since 2011, along 
with earning the school’s 
fi rst trip to VA Memorial 
Stadium since 2012, it’s 
clear that the buzz is live in 
Franklin Furnace.

And when that said team 
returns four of its top six 
hitters to go along with two 
of its top three pitchers, in 
addition to seven talented 
freshmen that will be join-
ing the Green baseball 
roster in 2018, the higher 
expectations that the folks 
on the outside have is cer-
tainly understandable.

However, the expecta-
tions on the inside have 
always been high, because 
year after year, the Bobcats 
seem to just reload with 
excellent talent.

“We’ve got a good nucleus 
to build from,” McDavid 
said. “(Tanner) Kimbler’s 
been a First-Team All-
District caliber shortstop/
pitcher for the last two 
years, and Tayte Carver was 
All-District last year. Those 
are two good ones to start 
with. We’ve got a lot more 
pieces behind that and a 
really good nucleus to build 
around.”

As what seemingly has 
become a running theme in 
Bobcat Country, the success 
begins with the dynamic 
duo of Tanner Kimbler 
and Tayte Carver. The all-

around athletes will not 
only look to pick up from 
where they left off when 
they led the Green basket-
ball program to its fi rst 
Division IV District Final 
appearance since 1999, but 
they’ll do so at arguably the 
most important spots on 
the baseball diamond as the 
pair will not only receive 
the bulk of the innings on 
the hill, but will star at the 
shortstop and center fi eld 
positions, respectively.

“Tanner and Tayte will 
be our co-aces again. You 
basically just throw their 
names in a hat, draw it out, 

and whoever is picked gets 
the start that day,” McDa-
vid said, his clever sense of 
humor showing.

However, if a person 
believes that the Bobcats’ 
success is all because of 
Carver and Kimbler, that 
person would be sorely 
mistaken. Behind Carver 
and Kimbler, there’s an 
embarassment of riches on 
the mound, with 6-3 Bryce 
Ponn serving a physical 
fi gure and an experienced 
hand and Hayden Whitis 
serving as much the same 

Can Bobcats claw way to SOC I repeat?
Talented nucleus 
set to do further 
damage in ‘18

See CLAW | 46

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Green’s Tayte Carver throws a pitch against Notre Dame last season.
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By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Promise.
It’s a word that a coach 

hopes that he or she can 
boast going into any 
season.

And promise is certainly 
something that Green head 
coach Shane Jenkins has 
plenty of when he looks 
at his Green Lady ‘Cats 
softball program heading 
into the 2018 season.

Yes, Green returns all 
but one player — Helen 
Bradley — from its 2017 
roster, and will return every 
player from this year’s 
roster for the following 
season for a team that was 
arguably the most improved 
team in the SOC I softball 
ranks last year.

Will that translate to a 
winning conference record 
and a .500 or better overall 
campaign in 2018?

Time will tell, but one 
thing’s for sure — the 
future’s bright in Franklin 
Furnace.

“Coming in last year as 
a new coach, I only had 
a couple of players who 
had played for me before,” 
Jenkins said. “So there 
were a lot of times where 
I would get a lot of blank 
stares when I would tell the 

girls to do something. This 
year, not only do the girls 
know what I’m asking from 
them, but they’re executing 
it from the start. It’s been 
really nice.”

Much of the strides that 
Green will be able to make 
in 2018 comes from its 
depth across the board. 
With everybody returning 
and a strong freshman 

class adding to the arsenal, 
there’s added experience 
and bodies to plug in based 
on the matchups that the 
opponent offers.

This added bonus is 
no more evident than on 
the pitching staff, where 
Green, at times, struggled 
as the Lady ‘Cats relied 
almost completely on Haley 
Bradley throughout the 

entire season. In 2018, 
Bradley is not only back as 
the team’s ace, but she’ll 
have help from fellow 
returning letterman Katie 
Porter, who is a year older 
and a year better.

“Pitching was a key issue 
last year for us,” Jenkins 
said. “Haley Bradley carried 

Lady ‘Cats set to make big leap in ‘18

Submitted Photo
The 2018 Green Bobcats’ softball program.

See LEAP | 47
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GREEN BOBCATS

with his own 6-3 frame. 
Mason Hensley, who stands 
at an impressive 6-7, and 
freshman dynamo Levi 
Singleton — one of the bet-
ter newcomers to the SOC 
I ranks — round out a deep 
pen.

“Bryce Ponn’s really 
worked hard this year,” 
McDavid said. “He’s going 
to be one of our starters 
and will give us a lot of 
innings. Levi’s got a lot of 
pace on the ball, and he’ll 
do a good job for us. We’re 
also working with Mason 
Hensley. It’s going to be 
later in the year (before 
he sees crucial innings), 
but he’s getting there. He’s 
improving every day.”

The impacts by young 
freshmen, however, don’t 
stop just on the mound. 
Singleton, in fact, could be 
throwing to fellow freshman 
classmate Mason Barber 
on quite a few occasions, 
especially since Barber is 
penciled in as the starting 
catcher. Like Singleton, Bar-
ber is expected to be one of 
the better newcomers in the 
conference.

“Mason’s a really good 
kid,” McDavid said. “He’s 
got good instincts, and has 

a good arm with a quick 
release. We believe that he’ll 
do a good job.”

Whitis, who held down 
fi rst base responsibilities 
last year, will be joined at 
the opposite hot corner by 
Ponn, with Caden Bram-
mer and Ethan Carpenter, 
respectively, backing the 
pair up. Rounding out the 
deep infi eld, you ask? None 
other than Rylee Maynard, 
who is arguably the best 
infi elder in the SOC I as 
backed up by his 2017 stats 
— where the senior only 
made one error all year 
long.

Flanking Carver on the 
left side of the outfi eld 
will be a mixture of Trevor 
Darnell and Eli Webb, with 
McDavid already saying 
that Webb “is going to play 
a lot for us. He’s been hit-
ting the ball well and he’s 
a fast kid who can track fl y 
balls well.” On the right 
side of the outfi eld, senior 
Derrick Brown, who “has 
a really good arm and has 
been working on getting 
better at tracking fl y balls,” 
and Wylie Saunders, who is 
“a quick kid with a strong 
arm” and a young freshman 
who “has shown up a lot for 
us,” are battling for playing 
time at the spot.

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

From page 44

Claw

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
Green’s Tanner Kimbler throws a pitch against Clay in a home bout.

2018 GREEN BOBCATS 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 28 .............................. New Boston ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 .............................. New Boston .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 31 ...........................South Gallia (DH) .............................Home..............................12 p.m.

April 2 ......................................... East ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 ......................................... East .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ................................... Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 9 ................................... Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 ............................... South Webster ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ..................................... Western .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 12 .........................Ashland (Ky.) Fairview ..........................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 .................................... Western ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 ..................Maysville (Ky.) St. Patrick (DH) ...................Away............................... 2 p.m.

April 16 ...............................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ...............................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 20.....................................Eastern ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 21 .............................Portsmouth (DH) ..............................Away............................... 2 p.m.

April 23 .....................................Eastern .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 24 ................................. Manchester ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ....................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 ....................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 30 ................................ Manchester .................................Home..........................5:30 p.m.

May 1 .................................. Vinton County ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

“I’ve got seven freshmen who 
could’ve possibly started for teams 
in the past this year. This freshman 

class is really strong. We’re pretty set 
for at least two years.”

— Dan McDavid
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us as Katie Porter was 
developing. We could point 
at several games where we 
lost because of tired arms 

or the other team got to see 
Haley back-to-back and had 
her timed up. This year, 
the girls have had another 
year to develop, and that’s 
helped us establish better 
pitching depth. We feel like 
we’ve put together another 
piece of the puzzle with the 

increase in pitching depth.”
In addition to the pair, 

there’s a third arm that will 
factor into the rotation as 
Ava Jenkins will see time 
on the rubber. Jenkins has 
been highly touted by those 
around the area for her 
work on the rubber.

“Ava is a proven winner 
all through the lower levels 
and the travel ball scene,” 
Jenkins said.

At the plate, Kori 
Derifield, who led the 
team in nearly every 
statistical batting category, 
returns to head a unit that 
is stronger from top to 
bottom from the one-hole 
to the nine-slot. Jenkins, 
along with fellow freshmen 
classmates Kame Sweeney 
and Mac Carver, along with 
sophomores and returning 
lettermen Cass Kellogg and 
Rachael Cline, are “putting 
it all together at the plate,” 
according to Jenkins.

“Kori led the team 
in hitting, but it was a 
challenge to find a lineup 
that would produce runs,” 
Jenkins said. “When you 
add in Kame, Mac, and 
Ava, who can all hit, and 
the development of Cass 
and Rachael, who are 
hitting the ball like I’ve 
never seen, it leads to 
really good results, and in 
the scrimmages that we’ve 
played so far, we’re seeing 
all of these things come 
together and we’re scoring 
some runs as a result. We 

feel that it’s going to take 
an elite pitcher to slow us 
down.”

Defensively, Cline 
will serve as the team’s 
defensive general behind 
the plate, while Derifield 
and Jenkins will split time 
at shortstop depending on 
who is pitching. Sweeney, 
who was a terror on the 
low block for Melissa 
Knapp’s girls basketball 
program, will man one 
hot corner at third base 
while Carver, along with 
returning letterman 
Kerston Sparks, are fighting 
for a starting spot at first 
base. Returning letterman 
Hailey Hammonds and 
Megan Johnson, along 
with another incoming 
freshman, Charli Blevins, 
are all throwing their hands 
into the ring around the 
field and should see time at 
several different positions.

“These kids are 
competitors,” Jenkins 
said. “They seem to be 
understanding that you 
can compete and love 
each other at the same 
time They’ve all come so 
far. Players like Megan 
Johnson and Katie Porter 
would smile and nod when 
we talked a year ago. This 
year, they’re stepping up 
and asking questions. The 
wheels are turning and they 
are learning.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

2018 GREEN BOBCATS BASEBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 24 .............. Rocky Nelson Wood Bat Classic ..................Away..............................10 a.m.

March 26 .........................Rock Hill Tri-Match .............................Away................................7 p.m.

March 27 .........................Rock Hill Tri-Match .............................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 29 ............................ South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 .............................. New Boston .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 31 ...........................South Gallia (DH) .............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 ......................................... East ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 ......................................... East .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ................................... Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ...............................Chesapeake (DH) .............................Away..............................12 p.m.

April 9 ................................... Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 ............................... South Webster ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ..................................... Western .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 .................................... Western ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 16 ...............................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ...............................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 20.....................................Eastern ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 23 .....................................Eastern .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ....................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 ....................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 30 ....................................Oak Hill .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 1 .................................. Vinton County ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 3 .................................... South Point .................................Home................................ 5 p.m

From page 45
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NEW BOSTON TIGERS

By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Restarting a program, and 
building said program from 
the ground up, can be quite 
diffi cult to do.

However, it’s a challenge 
that Anthony Maynard, as 
an alum of Glenwood High 
School and as a former play-
er under the New Boston 
Glenwood baseball program, 
welcomes with open arms.

Maynard, an assistant 
coach under Adam Cox 
inside the New Boston 
basketball program and a 
former graduate who played 
baseball at New Boston back 
in the 1990s, is set to lead 
the Tigers into a new future 
as New Boston, with 16 
available hands at its dispos-
al, will restart its baseball 
program in 2018 with a full 
junior varsity slate before 
gearing up with a varsity 
schedule when the 2019 sea-
son commences.

For Maynard, the oppor-
tunity to restart America’s 
pastime, at the very school 
that he holds near and dear 
to his heart, is a challenge 
that the 44-year old and 
1993 New Boston graduate 
is looking forward to under-
taking.

“It’s an honor to be back 
at New Boston, and to be 
named as the head coach 
for the baseball program,” 
Maynard said. “It’s a great 
honor to be chosen to lead 

the program back into com-
petition as an alumni of the 
school. We’re trying to get it 
off of the ground again after 
being basically shut down 
for almost four years. It’s 
going to be a challenge for 
us to get the program going 
again, which is why we’re 
playing a junior varsity 
schedule this year before 
returning to varsity play 
next year.”

Joining Maynard on the 
staff will be Jason Risner 
and Andrew Risner, who 
will assist Maynard as the 
program gets back rolling 
again. The elder Risner, 
Jason, played at New Bos-
ton as well, while Andrew 
played on the 2012, 2013, 
and 2014 OHSAA State 
Final Four units inside the 
Wheelersburg umbrella.

“We have a lot of baseball 
knowledge on this staff,” 
Maynard said. “Both of the 
Risner’s have been working 
hard, and are very excited to 
be a part of this program.”

The challenge of build-
ing this program, however, 
was, unfortunately, made 
harder by yet another turn 
of events. Due to low num-
bers, the Village of New 
Boston lost its Little League 
charter, which will make the 
climb steeper as far as build-
ing a program is concerned.

“They’ve struggled (hold-
ing onto) the Little League 
charter over the past couple 
of years,” Maynard said. 

“It’s unfortunate. That’s 
another big mountain that 
we’re going to have to 
climb going forward in the 
future for our program. 
However, we’ve got some 
interest from the younger 
ages, especially at the junior 
high level. We have num-
bers there that will allow 
us to fi eld a team. Looking 
forward, however, we are 
going to have to address 
that. The kids, this year, are 
excited to have the program 
back. We had some kids that 
played on the very last team 
to make it through a full sea-
son (in 2015) that are now 
seniors, and I’m tickled to 
death that they have decided 
to come back out and play.”

For now, however, the 
future of the New Boston 
program looks to be alive 
and well. Among the par-
ticipants of this year’s New 
Boston squad include some 
familar faces, which include 
Kade Conley and Kyle 
McQuithy, whom Maynard 
referred to as “great lead-
ers for New Boston.” Drake 
Truitt, Jacob Darby, Gibson 
Keyes, and Boston Reid will 
also join the aforementioned 
duo as seniors on the youth-
ful roster.

“Our seniors understand 
that they’re junior varsity 
contests, but they’re treat-
ing practices like they’re 
getting ready for varsity 
games,” Maynard said.

Behind the six seniors, 
guys like Malachi Potts, who 
Maynard says “will do great 
things for us,” along with 

freshman Kyle Sexton, join 
Craft, Conley, McQuithy, 
and Truitt as basketball let-
termen. Each of those six 
student-athletes will look to 
put their own stamp on the 
baseball program — much 
like they did with Cox’s bas-
ketball program, which went 
15-8 this past season.

“I believe that the guys 
who had the success in bas-
ketball see that we can build 
off of that with the team 
that we have here and do 
well,” Maynard said.

However, make no mis-
take about it — the bas-
ketball hands don’t make 
up the whole team. In fact, 
names such as Blake Grant, 
Jacob McGee, Trey Evans, 
Mason Gunther, Bryson Fry, 
and Dwight Hollins will all 
emerge at the forefront for 
New Boston, as will Ivan 
McClurg, who, according to 
Maynard, “has really caught 
the eye of the coaching staff 
with his pitching” and argu-
ably holds the largest upside 
of anyone on the roster.

“All of these guys are 
going to play,” Maynard 
said. “That’s the unique 
thing about it. You’re not 
just going to have your nine 
starters and then two or 
three guys that will come off 
of the bench. All 16 of the 
guys that we have are going 
to step in at one time or 
another during this baseball 
season, and contribute to 
this team.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

NB to start up JV squad in ‘18
Slated for full varsity play in ‘19
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By Kevin Colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

A promising roster with a 
sizeable group of returning 
lettermen is something that 
every coach desires to have 
heading into a season.

And there’s no question 
that New Boston head coach 
Brian Holbrook has both of 
those qualities going for him 
in his third year as the head 
coach of the New Boston 
Tigers’ softball program.

However, there’s only one 
problem — this time, like 

many of the others around 
the area, can’t even see any 
fi eld time, because outside 
practices and games against 
outside competition keep get-
ting cancelled.

“The only bad thing about 
our team is the fact that we 
haven’t seen much ground 
time,” Holbrook said. “We’ve 
spent most of our time in the 
gym. We lost all of our scrim-

mages due to the weather, 
but to be honest with you, 
the weather isn’t being 
friendly to any of us right 
now.”

In the circle, New Boston 
will throw six pitchers — a 
vast uptick from last sea-
son, when Tosha Poole and 
Sammy Oiler were the main 
duo used in that area. Poole 
will return to head the staff, 
but Oiler, along with Kaylee 
Stone, Taylen Hickman, 
Erica Corns, and Peyton 

Experience highlights NB lineup
Kevin Colley | Daily Times

New Boston’s Tosha Poole throws a ball toward the plate.

See HIGHLIGHTS | 50

“We’ve spent most of our time in the 
gym. We lost all of our scrimmages 

due to the weather, but to be honest 
with you, the weather isn’t being 
friendly to any of us right now.”

— Brian Holbrook
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Helphinstine, who trans-
ferred in from East and “is a 
great addition” according to 
Holbrook, will all contribute 
on the mound.

As far as the fi eld is 
concerned, New Boston’s 
greatest luxury will be in 
its infi eld, where the Lady 
Tigers will sport seniors 
at every starting position 
except catcher, where Lexus 
Oiler will return as an 
experienced mainstay. Ali 
Hamilton, who returns to the 
softball diamond in 2018, has 
already “made big strides,” 
according to Holbrook, while 
Poole, Stone, and dynamic 
utility infi elder Mariah Buck-
ley join their senior class-
mate at second, shortstop, 
and third base, respectively.

In the outfi eld, Sammy 
Oiler and Taylen Hickman, 
the latter of whom has “a 
deadly arm and a pretty 
strong glove,” return to 
anchor the outfi eld in left 
and center, respectively, 
while Helphinstine joins the 
duo in right fi eld. All nine of 
the main position players — 
in addition to returning let-
terman Brianna Wedebrauk 
— have all started at least 

one year in the varsity ranks.
“We have the luxury of 

being able to move a lot of 
these girls around the fi eld,” 
Holbrook said. “They can all 
play multiple positions this 
year, which is a plus, and 
that’s something that we’ve 
never been able to do before, 
so we’re excited about it. I’m 
excited to see them get out 
there, show their stuff, and 
get prepared to win some 
ballgames.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

Photos by Kevin Colley | Daily Times
New Boston’s Kaylee Stone stands in at the plate.

New Boston’s Taylen Hickman waits for a pitch to come to the plate.

From page 49

Highlights
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2018 NEW BOSTON TENNIS 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ........................................Time .............Home/Away

March 26 ................................... Valley ........................................4:30.................................Away

March 27 .................................... Clay .........................................4:30................................Home

April 2 .......................................Minford .......................................4:30................................Home

April 3 ................................... Notre Dame ...................................4:30................................Home

April 5 ......................................... East .........................................4:30.................................Away

April 10 ..................................... Ironton .......................................4:30................................Home

April 12 .....................................Waverly.......................................4:30.................................Away

April 16 ....................................... Clay .........................................4:30.................................Away

April 17 ................................. Notre Dame ...................................4:30.................................Away

April 19 ....................................... West .........................................4:30................................Home

April 23 ....................................... East .........................................4:30................................Home

April 24 ................................Wheelersburg .................................4:30................................Home

2018 NEW BOSTON TIGERS JUNIOR 
VARSITY BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ........................................Time .............Home/Away

March 27 ................................. Wellston ................................... 5 p.m..................................Away

March 29 ..................................Oak Hill .................................... 5 p.m.................................Home

March 30 ................................... Green ..................................... 5 p.m..................................Away

April 3 .............................. Ironton St. Joseph ........................... 5 p.m..................................Away

April 6 ...................................... Western ................................... 5 p.m..................................Away

April 9 ...................................... Western ................................... 5 p.m.................................Home

April 10 ................................. South Point ................................ 5 p.m.................................Home

April 12 .....................................Oak Hill .................................... 5 p.m..................................Away

April 19 .................................... Wellston ................................... 5 p.m..................................Away

April 21 ................. Farm Team Wooden Bat Classic ...............10 a.m..................................Away

April 24 ................................. South Point ................................ 5 p.m..................................Away

April 28 ................................. Portsmouth ....................................TBA.................................Away

May 1 ....................................... Wellston ................................... 5 p.m.................................Home

2018 NEW BOSTON TIGERS 
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 26 ..................................Minford ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 27 ...............................River Valley ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 28 ................................... Green ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ................................... Green .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 ......................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 ......................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ...................................... Western .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 9 ...................................... Western ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ......................................Eastern .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 .....................................Eastern ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 .............................Manchester (DH) ..............................Away..............................10 a.m.

April 16 ................................. Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 17 ............................... South Webster ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ................................. Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 20....................................... East .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 21 ................................ Peebles (DH) ................................Home.............................. 11 a.m.

April 23 ....................................... East ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ...............................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 ...............................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 30 ....................................Oak Hill .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 2 .................................. South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

SPRIN
G

 SPO
RTS PREVIEW

   |   Daily Tim
es      51



52
    

Da
ily

 T
im

es
   |

    
SP

RI
N

G
 S

PO
RT

S 
PR

EV
IE

W
 

OAK HILL OAKS

2018 OAK HILL BASEBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 26-27 ....... Rock Hill Wooden Bat Tournament ................Away.................................. TBD

March 28 ..................................Minford .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ..................................Minford ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 .......................................Waverly......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 3 ...................................... Wellston .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 .......................................Waverly.....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ..................................Wheelersburg ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 .........................Chillicothe Southeastern ........................Away..............................12 p.m.

April 9 ..................................Wheelersburg ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 .............................Albany Alexander ..............................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ................................... Northwest ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 .................................. Northwest ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 .....................................Waverly......................................Away..............................12 p.m.

April 16 ...................................... Valley ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ...................................... Valley .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 20....................................... West .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 23 ....................................... West ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 24 .................................... Wellston ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ............................... South Webster ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 26 ............................... South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 30 ..................................... Green .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 1 ................................Albany Alexander .............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 3 .....................................River Valley ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

2018 OAK HILL SOFTBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 24 ............................. Eastern (DH) .................................Away.............................. 11 a.m.

March 28 ..................................Minford .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ..................................Minford ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 .......................................Waverly......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 3 ...................................... Wellston .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 .......................................Waverly.....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ..................................Wheelersburg ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 .........................Chillicothe Southeastern ........................Away..............................12 p.m.

April 9 ..................................Wheelersburg ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 .............................Albany Alexander ..............................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ................................... Northwest ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 12 .....................................Minford ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 .................................. Northwest ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 ........................ Albany Alexander (DH) ........................Home................................1 p.m.

April 16 ...................................... Valley ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 17 ....................................... West .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ...................................... Valley .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 20............... Valley of the Thunder Tournament ................Away...................................TBA

April 21 ............... Valley of the Thunder Tournament ................Away...................................TBA

April 23 ....................................... West ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 24 .................................... Wellston ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ............................... South Webster ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 26 ............................... South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 30 ................................ New Boston ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 1 ................................Albany Alexander .............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 2 ........................................Waverly......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 3 ....................................... Wellston .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 5 ................................Chesapeake (DH) ............................Home.............................. 11 a.m.

2018 OAK HILL TRACK SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 27 ................................. Jackson .....................................Away..........................4:30 p.m.

March 30 ........................Jackson Invitational ............................Away..........................4:30 p.m.

April 3 ................................... Portsmouth ..................................Away..........................4:30 p.m.

April 6 ............................. Minford Invitational ............................Away..........................4:30 p.m.

April 10 .................................. Northwest ...................................Away..........................4:30 p.m.

April 12 .....................................Oak Hill .....................................Home..........................4:30 p.m.

April 19 .....................................Oak Hill .....................................Home..........................4:30 p.m.

April 21 ..................... South Webster Invitational ......................Away............................... 3 p.m.

April 24 .................................... Jackson .....................................Away..........................4:30 p.m.

May 2 .................................. South Webster ................................Away..........................4:30 p.m.

May 8 ......................................SOC Meet ...................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 10 ....................................SOC Meet ...................................Home............................... 5 p.m.
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2018 EASTERN BASEBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 26 ................................. Wellston ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 27 .............................. Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 28 .............................. Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 ...................................... Western .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 ...................................... Western ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 .................................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ....................................Valley (DH) ..................................Home.................. 11 a.m., 2 p.m.

April 9 .................................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 .........................Chillicothe Huntington .........................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 .................................. New Boston ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ................................. New Boston .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 .......................Pike County Tournament ..........................TBA.............. 1:30 p.m., 4 p.m.

April 16 ....................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ....................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 20...................................... Green ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 21 ..............................Federal Hocking ...............................Away................... 11 a.m, 2 p.m.

April 23 ...................................... Green .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 24 ..................................River Valley ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ....................................... East .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 ....................................... East ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 30 ................................. Northwest ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 2 ........................................Peebles .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 3 .................................. South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 4 ..........................Chillicothe Southeastern .......................Home............................... 5 p.m.

EASTERN EAGLES

2018 EASTERN EAGLES 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 24 ..................................Oak Hill .....................................Home.............................. 11 a.m.

March 26 ............................... Northwest ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 27 .............................. Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 28 .............................. Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ...............................Valley (DH) ..................................Home..................12 p.m., 2 p.m.

April 2 ...................................... Western .....................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 ...................................... Western ....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 .................................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 9 .................................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 .................................. New Boston ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ................................. New Boston .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 .................. Pike County Tournament (DH) .....................TBA.............. 1:30 p.m., 4 p.m.

April 16 ....................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ....................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 20...................................... Green ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 23 ...................................... Green .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 24 ..................................River Valley ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ....................................... East .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 ....................................... East ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 2 ........................................Peebles .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 3 .................................. South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 4 ..........................Chillicothe Southeastern .......................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 5 ....................... Chillicothe Huntington (DH) ....................Home..................12 p.m., 2 p.m.

2018 EASTERN EAGLES 
SCHEDULE
Date.......................................................................................................................... Opponent

March 27 ............................................................................................................................Jackson

March 30 .........................................................................................................Jackson Invitational

April 2 ................................................................................................................................. Peebles

April 6 .............................................................................................................. Minford Invitational

April 12 ................................................................................................................................Oak Hill

April 19 ................................................................................................................................Oak Hill

April 21 .................................................................................................South Webster Invitational

April 24 ........................................................................................................Northwest Invitational

May 8 ...............................................................................................................................SOC Meet
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PIKETON REDSTREAKS

2018 PIKETON REDSTREAKS 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 24 .............................. Portsmouth ..................................Away................................1 p.m.

March 26 ................................... Valley .......... V.A. Memorial Stadium..........................4:30 p.m.

March 27 ................................... Meigs ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 28 ............................... Chillicothe ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ............................. North Adams .................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 ....................................Paint Valley ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 .................................... Zane Trace ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 .........................Chillicothe Southeastern .......................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ............................ Gallia Academy (DH) ...........................Away..............................12 p.m.

April 9 ........................................Unioto......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ......................................Westfall......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ......................................Adena .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 .....................................Waverly.....................................Home..............................12 p.m.

April 16 .......................Chillicothe Southeastern .......................Home............................... 4 p.m.

April 17 ............................... Vinton County ... V.A. Memorial Stadium.......................... 7:30 p.m.

April 18 ..................................Paint Valley ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 20.................................. Zane Trace ...................................Away.............................. 5 p.mz

April 23 .......................Chillicothe Southeastern ........................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ......................................Unioto.......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 26 ...............................Madison Plains... V.A. Memorial Stadium.......................... 7:30 p.m.

April 27 .....................................Westfall.....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 28 ................................. Portsmouth .................................Home.............................. 11 a.m.

April 28 .................................... McClain ....................................Home............................... 4 p.m.

April 30 .....................................Adena ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 2 ............................Chillicothe Huntington .........................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 3 .................................... Miami Trace ..................................Away..........................5:30 p.m.

May 4 ........................................Minford .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 5 ..................................Whiteoak (DH) ................................Away..............................12 p.m.

2018 PIKETON REDSTREAKS 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 24 .............................. Portsmouth ..................................Away................................1 p.m.

March 26 ................................... Valley .......... V.A. Memorial Stadium..........................4:30 p.m.

March 27 .............................Wheelersburg ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 29 ............................... Northwest ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ............................. North Adams .................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 ....................................Paint Valley ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 3 ........................................ Valley .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 .................................... Zane Trace ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 .........................Chillicothe Southeastern .......................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ............................ Gallia Academy (DH) ...........................Away.............................. 11 a.m.

April 9 ........................................Unioto......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ......................................Westfall......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ......................................Adena .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 ............................. Waverly/Eastern .............................Home............................... 2 p.m.

April 16 .......................Chillicothe Southeastern .......................Home............................... 4 p.m.

April 17 ............................... Vinton County ... V.A. Memorial Stadium............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ..................................Paint Valley ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 20.................................. Zane Trace ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 23 .......................Chillicothe Southeastern ........................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ......................................Unioto.......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 .....................................Westfall.....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 28 ..................................West Union ..................................Home..............................12 p.m.

April 30 .....................................Adena ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

May 2 ............................Chillicothe Huntington .........................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 3 .................................... Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

May 4 ......................................... Valley ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

2018 PIKETON TRACK SCHEDULE
Date.......................................................................................................................... Opponent

March 27 ...................................................................................................................Waverly Quad

March 31 ...................................................................................................................ZT Invitational

April 3 ............................................................................... Piketon Quad (Unioto, Adena, Waverly)

April 5 .....................................................................................................Southeastern Invitational

April 10 ...........................................................................................Raidiger Invitational (Waverly)

April 23 .................................................................................... Chillicothe Huntington Invitational

April 26 ..................................................................................................Vinton County Invitational

May 7 ........................................................................................................... SVC Prelims — Unioto

May 11 ............................................................................................................. SVC Finals — Unioto
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WAVERLY

Date.....................Opponent ................Home/Away .................. Time

March 24 .......... Chesapeake (DH) ..................... Home .................. 1 p.m.

March 26 ................ Chillicothe ........................... Away ..................5 p.m.

March 27 ..................Hillsboro .V.A. Memorial Stadium ................. 4 p.m.

March 28 .................... Valley ............................... Away ..................5 p.m.

March 30 .................... Valley .............................. Home ..................5 p.m.

March 31 ..... Johnstown-Monroe (DH) ............... Home .................11 a.m.

April 2 ........................Oak Hill ............................. Home ..................5 p.m.

April 4 ........................Oak Hill .............................. Away ..................5 p.m.

April 6 ..........................West ................................ Away ..................5 p.m.

April 7 ........................Toronto ..V.A. Memorial Stadium ................10 a.m.

April 9 ..........................West ............................... Home ..................5 p.m.

April 10 .......................Adena ............................... Away ..................5 p.m.

April 11 .................South Webster ....................... Home ..................5 p.m.

April 13 ................South Webster ........................ Away ..................5 p.m.

April 16 ......................Minford ............................. Home .................. 5 p.m

April 18 ......................Minford .............................. Away ..................5 p.m.

April 20................ Wheelersburg ......................... Away ..................5 p.m.

April 21 ...............Zane Trace (DH) V.A. Memorial Stadium .............5 p.m.

April 23 ................ Wheelersburg ........................ Home ..................5 p.m.

April 25 ................... Northwest ........................... Home ..................5 p.m.

April 26 ......... Chillicothe Huntington .................. Away ..................5 p.m.

April 27 ................... Northwest ............................ Away ..................5 p.m.

April 28 ..................Unioto (DH) ......................... Home .................11 a.m.

2018 WAVERLY SOFTBALL SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ..................... Home/Away ...............................Time

March 28 ................................... Valley .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 ................................... Valley ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 .......................................Oak Hill .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 .......................................Oak Hill ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ......................................... West ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ..................................Jackson (DH) .................................Away.............................. 11 a.m.

April 9 ......................................... West ........................................Away  .............................. 5 p.m.

April 10 ....................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ................................ South Webster ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ............................... South Webster ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 14 ...................... Pike County Classic (DH) ................... Piketon.............................. 11 a.m.

April 16 .....................................Minford .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 .....................................Minford ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 19-21 ..................... Ashland Tournament ...........................Away...................................TBA

April 23 ................................Wheelersburg ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 24 ................................Wheelersburg ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 .................................. Northwest ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 .................................. Northwest ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 28 ................................. Unioto (DH) .................................Home.............................. 11 a.m.

May 1 ..........................Washington Court House ......................Home............................... 5 p.m.

2018 WAVERLY 
TRACK SCHEDULE
Date............................................. Opponent

March 24 ...... Fairweather Relays (Chillicothe)

March 27 .................Home (Piketon, Western)

March 31 ....................................ZT Invitational

April 3 Piketon Quad (Unioto, Adena, Waverly)

April 5 ......................Southeastern Invitational

April 7 .................... Fairfi eld Union Invitational

April 10 . Raidiger Invitational (South Webster, 
Adena, Piketon, Amanda-Clearcreek, Unioto)

April 12 ....................... Paint Valley Invitational

April 17 ......... Amanda-Clearcreek Invitational

April 19 .............................Cavalier Invitational

April 24 .........................Northwest Invitational

April 26 ...................Vinton County Invitational

May 8 ....................................... SOC — Oak Hill

May 10 ...................................... SOC —Oak Hill

2018 WAVERLY TENNIS SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ..................... Home/Away ...............................Time

March 26 .............................Wheelersburg ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 27 .............................. Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 29 ................................... Valley .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 ......................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 3 ......................................... East ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 5 .......................................Minford ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 6 ........................................Unioto......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 9 ......................................... West .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 ................................Wheelersburg ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 12 ................................. New Boston .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 16 ...................................... Valley ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 .......................Washington Court House .......................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 19 ................................. Portsmouth .................................Home..........................4:30 p.m.

April 20......................................Unioto.......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 23 .....................................Minford .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 24 ....................................... West ........................................Away................................ 5 p.m

April 30 ................................ Portsmouth ..................................Away................................ 5 p.m

May 1-2 ............................. SOC Tournament ..............................Away............................... 4 p.m.

2018 WAVERLY BASEBALL SCHEDULE
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WESTERN

2018 WESTERN BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 27 ...............................Paint Valley ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 28 .................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 29 .............................. Manchester ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 .................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 .......................................Eastern .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 .......................................Eastern ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ...................... Chillicothe Huntington (DH) ....................Home.............................. 11 a.m.

April 11 ....................................... Green ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ...................................... Green .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 16 ....................................... East .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 17 ...............................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ....................................... East ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 23 ..................................West Union ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ................................. Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 ................................. Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 30 ..............................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

2018 WESTERN BASEBALL SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent ............................Home/Away .........................Time

March 26 .............................. Manchester ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 27 ...............................Paint Valley ..................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

March 28 .................................... Clay ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

March 30 .................................... Clay .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 2 .......................................Eastern .....................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 4 .......................................Eastern ......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 7 ...................... Chillicothe Huntington (DH) ....................Home.............................. 11 a.m.

April 9 ................................... New Boston ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 10 .................................. Zane Trace ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 11 ....................................... Green ......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 13 ...................................... Green .......................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 16 ....................................... East .......................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 17 ...............................Symmes Valley ...............................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 18 ....................................... East ........................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 23 ..................................West Union ...................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 25 ................................. Notre Dame .................................Home............................... 5 p.m.

April 27 ................................. Notre Dame ..................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

April 30 ..............................Symmes Valley ................................Away............................... 5 p.m.

2018 WESTERN TRACK SCHEDULE
Date................................................... Opponent/Site ................................................... Time

March 27 ....................................................Northwest .................................................. 4:30 p.m.

April 10 ......................................................West Union .................................................. 4:30 p.m.

April 12 ......................................................Paint Valley.................................................. 4:30 p.m.

April 13 ..................................................... Portsmouth ..................................................5:30 p.m.

April 23 .............................................Chillicothe Huntington ........................................ 4:30 p.m.

April 24 .......................................................Northwest .................................................. 4:30 p.m.

May 8 ................................................. SOC Meet — Oak Hill ................................................... TBA
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GREENUP COUNTY

2018 GREENUP COUNTY BASEBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent .............................................................. Home/Away

March 19......................... Huntington (W. Va.) ..................................................................... Home

March 20 ................. Ona (W. Va.) Cabell Midland .............................................................. Home

March 22 ...........................Johnson Central........................................................................ Home

March 23 ................................Paintsville .............................................................................. Away

March 26 ........................ Huntington (W. Va.) ...................................................................... Away

March 27 ............................Ashland Blazer .......................................................................... Away

April 1 ............................Martha Layne Collins ................... Vero Beach, Fla. (Dodgertown Expo)

April 2 ........................... Letcher County Central ................ Vero Beach, Fla. (Dodgertown Expo)

April 3 ............................... Springboro (Ohio) .................... Vero Beach, Fla. (Dodgertown Expo)

April 5 ...........................Paul Laurence Dunbar .................. Vero Beach, Fla. (Dodgertown Expo)

April 5 ................................West Jessamine ....................... Vero Beach, Fla. (Dodgertown Expo)

April 6 .................................Marion County ........................ Vero Beach, Fla. (Dodgertown Expo)

April 10 ................................Wheelersburg ......................................................................... Home

April 11 ............................. Hurricane (W. Va.) ....................................................................... Away

April 13 ................................. Beechwood ........................................................................... Home

April 14 ...................................Highlands .............................................................................. Away

April 16 ..................................... Russell ............................................................................... Home

April 17 ..................................... Russell ................................................................................ Away

April 18 ...............................Ashland Blazer ......................................................................... Home

April 21 ............................Lexington Catholic ...................................................................... Home

April 23 ................................... Raceland ............................................................................. Home

April 24 ................................... Raceland .............................................................................. Away

April 26 .................................Boyd County .......................................................................... Home

April 27 ..................................East Carter ............................................................................ Home

April 30 ............................... Lewis County .......................................................................... Home

May 1 ................................... Lewis County ........................................................................... Away

May 2 .................................Johnson Central......................................................................... Away

May 4 ....................... Ona (W. Va.) Cabell Midland ............................................................... Away

May 5 .......................... Lexington Catholic (DH) .................................................................. Away

May 7 ...................................Wheelersburg .......................................................................... Away

May 8 ....................................Boyd County ........................................................................... Away

May 11 ....................................... Conner ............Away (Fayette County Invitational Tournament)

May 12 ................................. Western Hills .......Away (Fayette County Invitational Tournament)

May 15 ....................................Paintsville ............................................................................. Home

May 17 ...................................East Carter ............................................................................. Away

2018 GREENUP COUNTY SOFTBALL 
SCHEDULE
Date..................................... Opponent .............................................................. Home/Away

March 22 .............................. West Carter ............................................................................ Away

March 26 ................................. Fairview .............................................................................. Home

April 1 ....................................Owensboro .................................................Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

April 2 .................................... Bethlehem .................................................Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

April 2 ...................................Elyria (Ohio) ................................................Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

April 3 ...................................Presentation ...............................................Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

April 5 ...................................South Laurel................................................Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

April 11 ................................ Rowan County ......................................................................... Home

April 13 ..............................Johnson Central................................. Tri-State Showcase (Ashland)

April 14 ...............................Lincoln County .................................. Tri-State Showcase (Ashland)

April 14 ........................... Huntington (W. Va.) ................................Tri-State Showcase (Russell)

April 17 ................................ Lewis County ........................................................................... Away

April 18 ................................... Raceland ............................................................................. Home

April 19 ..................................... Russell ................................................................................ Away

April 20.................................Boyd County .......................................................................... Home

April 21 ............................... Mason County ......................................................................... Home

April 21 ............................... Mason County ......................................................................... Home

April 23 ................................ Lewis County .......................................................................... Home

April 24 ................................... Raceland .............................................................................. Away

April 26 ..................................... Russell ............................................................................... Home

May 1 .................................... West Carter ........................................................................... Home

May 2 ...................................Elliott County ........................................................................... Away

May 4 .................................... Notre Dame ........................................................................... Home

May 7 ....................................Boyd County ........................................................................... Away

May 8 .................................. Rowan County .......................................................................... Away

May 10 ..................................Bath County ........................................................................... Home

May 14 ..................................... Fairview .............................................................................. Home

May 15 ................................Ashland Blazer .......................................................................... Away

May 17 ............................... Fleming County ......................................................................... Away

May 18 .................................Elliott County .......................................................................... Home
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SHAWNEE STATE

Date..................................... Opponent ........................................Home/Away ............Time

March 4 .................... Benedictine College (Kan.) ...................... Cocoa Beach, Fla. .........12 p.m.

March 4 .................. Edward Waters College (Fla.) .................... Cocoa Beach, Fla. .......... 2 p.m.

March 5 ......................... Penn State-Hazleton ........................... Cocoa Beach, Fla. .......... 4 p.m.

March 5 .......................Midway University (Ky.) ......................... Cocoa Beach, Fla. ......... 11 a.m.

March 5 .....................Rochester College (Mich.) ....................... Cocoa Beach, Fla. ...........1 p.m.

March 6 ........St. Mary-of-the-Woods College (Ind.) (DH) ......... Cocoa Beach, Fla. .......... 9 a.m.

March 7 ..................Martin Luther College (Minn.) .................... Cocoa Beach, Fla. ......... 11 a.m.

March 7 ..................... Carlow University (Penn.) ....................... Cocoa Beach, Fla. ...........1 p.m.

March 8 ................ Ave Maria University (Fla.) (DH) .................. Cocoa Beach, Fla. ..... 1:30 p.m.

March 9 ..................Martin Luther College (Minn.) .................... Cocoa Beach, Fla. .......... 9 a.m.

March 15 ................ Ohio Christian University (DH) ...................................... Home .......... 3 p.m.

March 19................ Ohio Christian University (DH) ........................................Away .......... 3 p.m.

March 22 .......... Cumberland (Tenn.) University (DH) ................................. Home .......... 3 p.m.

March 23 .......... Cumberland (Tenn.) University (DH) ............................. Home ............. 11 a.m.

March 31 ..............Georgetown (Ky.) University (DH)................Georgetown, Ky. .............. 2 p.m.

April 2 ..................Georgetown (Ky.) University (DH)................Georgetown, Ky. .............. 3 p.m.

April 5 ...................University of Pikeville (Ky.) (DH) ....................... Pikeville, Ky. .............. 3 p.m.

April 6 ...................University of Pikeville (Ky.) (DH) ....................... Pikeville, Ky. .............. 3 p.m.

April 10 .............. Kentucky Christian University (DH) .............................. Home .............. 3 p.m.

April 11 .............................. Rio Grande (DH) ............................................. Home .............. 3 p.m.

April 13 ................Lindsey Wilson College (Ky.) (DH) ............................... Home .............. 3 p.m.

April 14 ................Lindsey Wilson College (Ky.) (DH) ............................... Home .............. 9 a.m.

April 18 .............. Kentucky Christian University (DH) ....................Grayson, Ky. .............. 3 p.m.

April 20..............Campbellsville (Ky.) University (DH) .........Campbellsville, Ky. .............. 2 p.m.

April 21 ..............Campbellsville (Ky.) University (DH) .........Campbellsville, Ky. .............12 p.m.

April 27 .............. Cumberlands (Ky.) University (DH) ............ Williamsburg, Ky. .............. 3 p.m.

April 28 .............. Cumberlands (Ky.) University (DH) ............ Williamsburg, Ky. .............12 p.m.

Date..................................... Opponent ......................................... Home/Away ...........Time

March 2 ........................Bethel (Tenn.) College ......................Webster Groves, Mo. .........10 a.m.

March 3 ................Saint Louis College of Pharmacy .............Webster Groves, Mo. .........10 a.m.

March 5 ...........................West Virginia State..................................................Away .......... 3 p.m.

March 10 ............... Campbellsville (Ky.) University ...................................... Home ...........1 p.m.

March 16......................Midway (Ky.) University ..............................................Away .....3:30 p.m.

March 20 .........................Cumberlands (Ky.)..................................................Away .......... 3 p.m.

March 21 .............. Carson-Newman (Tenn.) College ......................................Away ..... 1:30 p.m.

March 22 .................. University of Pikeville (Ky.) ...........................................Away ...........1 p.m.

March 24 ......... Defi ance College ...............................................................Away ..............10 a.m.

March 28 .........Capital University ..............................................................Away ..............12 p.m.

March 30 .. Georgetown (Ky.) College .... Chillicothe Fitness and Racquet Club ..............12 p.m.

April 7 ........Maryville (Tenn.) College .........................................................Away ................1 p.m.

April 8 ...Cumberland (Tenn.) University ....................................................Away ..............12 p.m.

April 13 ...... Alice Lloyd (Ky.) College .........................................................Away ............... 2 p.m.

April 14 ...Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) College .................................................... Home ..............12 p.m.

April 16 .......Oakland City University ...... Chillicothe Fitness and Racquet Club ........ 12:30 p.m.

April 20-22 Mid-South Conference Tournament .................. Bowling Green, Ky. ...................TBA

Date..................................... Opponent ...........................................Home/Away .........Time

March 2 ........................Bethel (Tenn.) College ........................Webster Groves, Mo. .......10 a.m.

March 3 ................Saint Louis College of Pharmacy ...............Webster Groves, Mo. .......10 a.m.

March 5 ...........................West Virginia State................................................... Away ........ 3 p.m.

March 10 ............... Campbellsville (Ky.) University ........................................ Home .........1 p.m.

March 16......................Midway (Ky.) University ............................................... Away ...3:30 p.m.

March 20 .........................Cumberlands (Ky.)................................................... Away ........ 3 p.m.

March 21 .............. Carson-Newman (Tenn.) College ....................................... Away ... 1:30 p.m.

March 22 .................. University of Pikeville (Ky.) ............................................ Away .........1 p.m.

March 24 .......................... Defi ance College .................................................... Away .......10 a.m.

March 28 ............Capital University ...................................................................Away ......12 p.m.

March 30 ..... Georgetown (Ky.) College .........Chillicothe Fitness and Racquet Club ......12 p.m.

March 31 ............Denison University ...................................................................Away ...........TBA

April 7 ...........Maryville (Tenn.) College ..............................................................Away ........1 p.m.

April 8 ......Cumberland (Tenn.) University .........................................................Away ......12 p.m.

April 13 ......... Alice Lloyd (Ky.) College ..............................................................Away ....... 2 p.m.

April 14 ...... Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) College ......................................................... Home ......12 p.m.

April 16 ..........Oakland City University ...........Chillicothe Fitness and Racquet Club 12:30 p.m.

April 20-22 Mid-South Conference Tournament ..........................Bowling Green, Ky. ...........TBA

2018 SHAWNEE STATE MEN’S TENNIS SCHEDULE

2018 SHAWNEE STATE SOFTBALL SCHEDULE

2018 SHAWNEE STATE MEN’S TENNIS SCHEDULE
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SHAWNEE STATE

Date......................... Opponent ............................................................Home/Away .....Time

Feb. 9 ............ Midway University (Ky.) ............................................ Henderson, Tenn. .....12 p.m.

Feb. 9 ...Freed-Hardeman University (Tenn.) ................................... Henderson, Tenn. . 1:30 p.m.

Feb. 10 .Freed-Hardeman University (Tenn.) ................................... Henderson, Tenn. ..... 11 a.m.

Feb. 10 .......... Midway University (Ky.) ............................................ Henderson, Tenn. .2:30 p.m.

Feb. 13 .. Indiana Wesleyan University (DH) ............................................Florence, Ky. .......1 p.m.

Feb. 15 ............Ohio-Chillicothe (DH) ...... Chillicothe, Ohio (V.A. Memorial Stadium) ...... 3 p.m.

Feb. 16 ....Ohio Christian University.. (DH) Chillicothe, Ohio (V.A. Memorial Stadium) ..... 2 p.m.

Feb. 17 ..........Grace College (Ind.) (DH) ..............................................................Home .....12 p.m.

Feb. 20 ......Milligan College (Tenn.) (DH) ............................................. Milligan, Tenn. .......1 p.m.

Feb. 24 ...... William Penn University (Ia.) ............................................... Kokoma, Ind. ...... 2 p.m.

Feb. 25 ......William Penn University (DH) ............................................... Kokomo, Ind. .....10 a.m.

Feb. 26 ....Kentucky Christian University... Chillicothe, Ohio (V.A. Memorial Stadium) ..... 2 p.m.

Feb. 27 ............Ohio-Chillicothe (DH) ...... Chillicothe, Ohio (V.A. Memorial Stadium) ...... 3 p.m.

March 2 .Saint Xavier University (Ill.) (DH) ........................................................Home .......1 p.m.

March 4 Concordia University (Mich.) (DH) .......................................................Home .....12 p.m.

March 6 ..... Webber International (Fla.) ......................................... Babson Park, Fla. .6:30 p.m.

March 7 . Ave Maria University (Fla.) (DH)..........................................Bradenton, Fla. ..... 11 a.m.

March 10 ........Ohio-Chillicothe (DH) .................................................................Home .......1 p.m.

March 13 ....Bluefi eld College (Va.) (DH) ............................................................Home .......1 p.m.

March 15 University of the Cumberlands (Ky.) (DH) ........................Williamsburg, Ky. ...... 3 p.m.

March 16................. University of the Cumberlands (Ky.) ......... Williamsburg, Ky. ............1 p.m.

March 20 ............................ Milligan College (DH) ....................................... Home ............1 p.m.

March 22 ........................University of Pikeville (Ky.) ......................... Pikeville, Ky. ........... 2 p.m.

March 23 ................... University of Pikeville (Ky.) (DH) .................... Pikeville, Ky. ..........12 p.m.

March 27 ......................Midway University (Ky.) (DH) ........................ Midway, Ky. ........... 2 p.m.

April 2 ..................... Campbellsville (Ky.) University (DH) ........................... Home ..........12 p.m.

April 3 ...................................... Ohio University ................................. Athens, Ohio ........... 6 p.m.

April 4 ................................ Bluefi eld College (Va.) ........................... Bluefi eld, Va. ............1 p.m.

April 5 ....................... Lindsey Wilson College (Ky.) (DH) .................Columbia, Ky. ........... 3 p.m.

April 6 ........................... Lindsey Wilson College (Ky.) .....................Columbia, Ky. ..........12 p.m.

April 10 .......................... Indiana University-Kokomo .......................Kokomo, Ind. ........... 4 p.m.

April 11 ..................................... Ohio University ................................. Athens, Ohio ........... 6 p.m.

April 12 .........................Indiana University-Southeast ................................. Home ........... 2 p.m.

April 13 ....................... Georgetown (Ky.) College (DH) ............................... Home ..........12 p.m.

April 14 ............................Georgetown (Ky.) College .................................... Home ..........10 a.m.

April 17 ............................. Midway (Ky.) University ..................................... Home ........... 3 p.m.

April 20........................ Kentucky Christian University ................................ Home ........... 3 p.m.

April 21 ....................Kentucky Christian University (DH) ............................ Home ..........12 p.m.

April 27 ....................... Cumberland (Tenn.) University ............................... Home ........... 3 p.m.

April 28 ............................Cumberland (Tenn.) (DH) ................................... Home ..........12 p.m.

Date......................................... Meet ......................... Home/Away ...............................Time

March 9-10 ..............Coastal Carolina Invitational .......................Myrtle Beach, S.C. ...... All Day

March 15-17 ..........................49er Classic ..........................................Charlotte, N.C. ...... All Day

March 23-24.......... UC Relay & Alumni Invitational ......................Charleston, W. Va. ...... All Day

March 30-31 Raleigh Relays Hosted by North Carolina State University ..Raleigh, N.C... All Day

March 30-31 ....................WashU Invitational .......................................St. Louis, Mo. ...... All Day

March 31 .................Yellow Jacket Collegiate Open ..........................Cedarville, Ohio ...... All Day

April 6 ...........................Bellarmine Invitational ................................... Louisville, Ky. ...... All Day

April 7 ...................... Cherry Blossom Invitational ................................Athens, Ohio ...... All Day

April 14 .................................Miami Duals ............................................. Oxford, Ohio ...... All Day

April 20.......................... Jesse Owens Classic ................................ Columbus, Ohio ...... All Day

April 20...................Otterbein Twilight Invitational ........................ Westerville, Ohio ...... All Day

April 26-28 ..... Mid-South Conference Championships ............. Bowling Green, Ky. ...... All Day

May 10-11 .......................Dr. Keeler Invitational ....................................Naperville, Ill. ...... All Day

May 24-26 .....NAIA Track and Field National Championships ........Gulf Shores, Ala. ...... All Day

2018 SHAWNEE STATE UNIVERSITY MEN’S/WOMEN’S GOLF SCHEDULE
Date...........................................................................................Event .............................................................................................................................Home/Away ...........................................Time

March 17-18 ............................................................Shawnee State Spring Invitational .............................................................. Home (Shawnee State Park Golf Resort) .......................................... All Day

March 26-27 ...................................................................... Phoenix Invitational ..................................................................... Old Hickory Country Club (Nashville, Tenn.) .......................................... All Day

March 31-April 1 ..................................................Alice Lloyd College Spring Invitational .............................................................Battlefi eld Golf Course (Richmond, Ky.) .......................................... All Day

April 9-April 10 .................................................Mid-South Conference Spring Invitational ...................................................... Dale Hollow Golf Course (Burkesville, Ky.) .......................................... All Day

April 14-April 15 .................................................University of Pikeville Spring Invitational .................................................... Stonecrest Golf Course (Prestonsburg, Ky.) .......................................... All Day

April 23-April 25 .................................................Mid-South Conference Championships ........................................... Bowling Green Country Club (Bowling Green, Ky.) .......................................... All Day

2018 SHAWNEE STATE BASEBALL SCHEDULE

2018 SHAWNEE STATE OUTDOOR TRACK AND FIELD SCHEDULE
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