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NOVEMBER 21
Oak Hill @ Gallia Academy

NOVEMBER 28
Minford @ New Boston

NOVEMBER 29
Rowan County @ Greenup 

County

DEcEMBER 1
Greenup County @ Russell
Minford @ North Adams
New Boston @ Northwest
Eastern @Oak Hill
Paint Valley @ Clay
South Gallia @ Symmes Valley

DEcEMBER 2
Northwest @ Clay
Portsmouth @ Jones Academy

DEcEMBER 5 
Greenup County @ Elliott 

County
Minford @ Northwest
Valley @ Portsmouth West
Clay @ East
Western @ New Boston
Ironton @ Spring Valley
Symmes Valley @ Eastern
Waverly @ Oak Hill
Green @ Notre Dame
Wheelersburg @ South 

Webster

DEcEMBER 7 
Portsmouth @ Raceland

DEcEMBER 8
Lewis County @ Greenup 

County
Wheelersburg @ Minford
Oak Hill @ Valley
Eastern @ East
New Boston @ Symmes Valley
Notre Dame @ Western
Green @ Clay
Waverly @ South Webster
Portsmouth West @ 

Northwest

DEcEMBER 9
Ironton @ Meigs/Rio
Clay @ Manchester
Oak Hill @ Point Pleasant/Rio
Portsmouth @ Portsmouth 

West
South Webster @ South Point/

Rio

DEcEMBER 12
Ashland Blazer @ Greenup 

County
Minford @ Portsmouth West
South Webster @ Valley
East @ New Boston
Fairland @ Ironton
Eastern @ Green
Symmes Valley @ Western
Clay @ Notre Dame

Oak Hill @ Wheelersburg
Coal Grove @ Portsmouth
Northwest @ Waverly

DEcEMBER 15
Minford @ Oak Hill
Waverly @ Valley
Green @ East
New Boston @ Clay
Ironton @ Gallia Academy
Western @ Eastern
Notre Dame @ Symmes Valley
Portsmouth @ South Point
Portsmouth West @ South 

Webster
Wheelersburg @ Northwest

DEcEMBER 16
Fairview @ Greenup County
West Union @ East
New Boston @ White Oak
Clay @ North Adams
Notre Dame @ South Webster

DEcEMBER 19 
Wheelersburg @ Waverly
Valley @ Minford
East @ Symmes Valley
Green @ New Boston
Ironton @ Ashland
Eastern @ Notre Dame
Clay @ Western
Oak Hill @ Portsmouth West
Northwest @ South Webster

DEcEMBER 20
Western @ Portsmouth

DEcEMBER 21
Minford @ Jackson

DEcEMBER 22
Portsmouth West @ 

Wheelersburg
Minford @ Waverly
Valley @ Northwest
Notre Dame @ East
Eastern @ New Boston
Western @ Green
Symmes Valley @ Clay
South Webster @ Oak Hill

DEcEMBER 23
Portsmouth @ Wheelersburg

DEcEMBER 28
Huntington W.V. @ Ironton

DEcEMBER 29
Wellston @ Wheelersburg
Ironton @ East
Huntington W.V. @ Clay
Oak Hill @ Alexander
Symmes Valley @ Rock Hill

DEcEMBER 30 
Valley @ Chesapeake/

Portsmouth
South Webster @ New Boston

JaNuaRy 2
Ripley @ Eastern
Rock Hill @ Oak Hill
Huntington Ross @ Northwest

JaNuaRy 5 
Minford @ South Webster
Wheelersburg @ Valley
Western @ East
New Boston @ Notre Dame
Ironton @ Rock Hill
Clay @ Eastern
Oak Hill @ Northwest
Green @ Symmes Valley
Chesapeake @ Portsmouth

JaNuaRy 6
Greenup County @ Raceland
New Boston @ Peebles
Ironton @ Wheelersburg
Western @ Manchester
Fairview K.Y. @ Symmes Valley
Notre Dame @ Whiteoak

JaNuaRy 9
Greenup County @ Morgan 

County
Northwest @ Minford
Portsmouth West @ Valley
East @ Clay
New Boston @ Western
Ironton @ Chesapeake
Eastern @ Symmes Valley
Oak Hill @ Waverly
Fairland @ Portsmouth
Notre Dame @ Green
South Webster @ 

Wheelersburg

JaNuaRy 12
Greenup County @ Lewis 

County
Minford @ Wheelersburg
Valley @ Oak Hill
East @ Eastern
Symmes Valley @ New Boston
South Point @ Ironton
Western @ Notre Dame
Portsmouth @ Rock Hill
South Webster @ Waverly
Northwest @ Portsmouth 

West

JaNuaRy 13 
Greenup County @ 

Chesapeake
East @ Manchester
Western @ Peebles
Symmes Valley @ Ironton

JaNuaRy 16 
Jackson @ Wheelersburg
Mason County @ Greenup 

County
Valley @ Eastern
Ironton @ Coal Grove
Oak Hill @ Wellston
Portsmouth @ Gallia Academy
Notre Dame @ Raceland
South Webster @ Green
White Oak @ North West

JaNuaRy 18
East Carter @ Greenup County

JaNuaRy 19
Portsmouth West @ Minford
Valley @ South Webster
New Boston @ East
Portsmouth @ Ironton
Green @ Eastern
Western @ Symmes Valley
Wheelersburg @ Oak Hill
Clay @ Notre Dame
Waverly @ Northwest

JaNuaRy 20
West Carter @ Greenup 

County
Point Valley @ Western

JaNuaRy 22
Greenup County @ Bath 

County

JaNuaRy 23 
Notre Dame @ Valley
Northwest @ East
Ironton @ New Boston
Western @ Zane Trace
Portsmouth @ Coal Grove
Jackson @ South Webster

JaNuaRy 26 
Russell @ Greenup County
Oak Hill @ Minford
Valley @ Waverly
East @ Green
Clay @ New Boston
Gallia Academy @ Ironton
Eastern @ Western
Symmes Valley @ Notre Dame
South Point @ Portsmouth
Portsmouth @ South Webster
Northwest @ Wheelersburg

JaNuaRy 27 
Clay @ South Webster
North Adams @ Valley
Symmes Valley @ South Gallia

JaNuaRy 30
Greenup County @ Lawrence 

County
Minford @ Alexander
Piketon @ Valley
East @ South Webster
Rock Hill @ Ironton
River Valley @ Oak Hill
Portsmouth @ Chesapeake
Notre Dame @ North Adams

FEBRuaRy 1
Raceland @ Greenup County

FEBRuaRy 2 
Waverly @ Wheelersburg
Minford @ Valley
Symmes Valley @ East
New Boston @ Green
Chesapeake @ Ironton
Notre Dame @ Eastern
Western @ Clay

Portsmouth West @ Oak Hill
Portsmouth @ Fairland
South Webster @ Northwest

FEBRuaRy 3
Wheelersburg @ Orrville/

Canton
Greenup County @ Paintsville
Valley @ Peebles
New Boston @ Ironton
Oak Hill @ Coal Grove

FEBRuaRy 6
Wheelersburg @ Adena
Elliott County @ Greenup 

County
Valley @ Point Valley
Portsmouth West @ New 

Boston
Ironton @ South Point
Huntington W.V. @ Western
Rock Hill @ Portsmouth
West Union @ Northwest

FEBRuaRy 9
Wheelersburg @ West
Waverly @ Minford
Northwest @ Valley
East @ Notre Dame
New Boston @ Eastern
Coal Grove @ Ironton
Green @ Western
Oak Hill @ South Webster

FEBRuaRy 10
Boyd County @ Greenup 

County
Valley @ Adena
Ironton @ Symmes Valley

FEBRuaRy 13
Wheelersburg @ South Point
Morgan County @ Greenup 

County
Minford @ Eastern Pike
West Union @ New Boston
Rock Hill @ Symmes Valley
South Webster @ Portsmouth
Coal Grove @ Notre Dame
North Adams @ Northwest

February 14
Capital @ Ironton

FEBRuaRy 16
Fleming County @ Greenup 

County
South Webster @ Minford
Valley @ Wheelersburg
East @ Western
Notre Dame @ New Boston
Ironton @ Portsmouth
Eastern @ Clay
Northwest @ Oak Hill
Symmes Valley @ Green

FEBRuaRy 17
Northwest @ Ironton

2017-18 BOYS BASKETBALL MASTER SCHEDULE
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By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

Just by looking around the gym 
of Portsmouth High School, you 
get a feel for the tradition of Tro-
jans basketball.

Banners line the walls noting 
all the accomplishments over the 
years for Portsmouth, but anyone 
in the program would tell you 
there’s plenty room for expanding 
those achievements.

The Trojans are hoping to build 
off last year, and strive for greater 
things.

“We are excited about the 
17-18 season,” Portsmouth head 
coach Gene Collins said. “I’ve got 
several returners coming back 
from last year’s team, and a cou-
ple other additions to our team 
that’s really going to help us.”

In addition to those returning 
starters, the Trojans have a lot 
of size on the interior and even 
outside on the perimeter to work 
with, as well as seven seniors suit-
ing up this year.

“This is probably the biggest 

team we’ve ever had since I’ve 
been here,” Collins said. “We’ve 
got several guys that are 6-foot-4 
and 250 plus, all the way down to 
6-foot-3 and 175 or 180.”

“We’ve got guys of all different 
sizes and it gives us an opportu-
nity to play different styles and 
different combinations.”

That size is due in large part to 
a good portion of the team also 
playing football, where they were 
mentally and physically tested. 
They now bring that toughness to 

the court.
“We’ve all mainly played foot-

ball and it’s pushing us,” senior 
Daniel Jordan said. “We bring 
that over to basketball, and we 
want to push each other each and 
every day.”

“Our goal is to make it to 
Columbus, we got cut short last 
year and we don’t want that to 
happen this year. We feel strong 
that we can make a run.”

Jordan said his teammates 

Quality Heating & Air
858-4363

Heating, Air Conditioning, HVAC Wholesale Supply Carrying 
Armstrong, Rheem/Ruud, Goodman, Amana

OH-70016447

Weaver's Gas and Oil Inc.
We deliver to business and residential in Pike, 

Adams, Scioto and Jackson counties in Ohio and 
Greenup and Lewis counties in Kentucky

13352 US 52 W Portsmouth, OH • 740-858-6021
OH-70016430

2017-18 GIRLS BASKETBALL MASTER SCHEDULE PORTSMOUTH TROJANS

Trojans primed for tourney run

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
12/2 Jones Academy Away 3:00
12/7 Raceland Away TBA
12/9 Portsmouth West Away 5:30
12/12 Coal Grove Home 7:30
12/15 South Point Away 7:30 
12/20 Western Home 7:30
12/23 Wheelersburg Away 7:30
12/29 Wendys Classic Home 6:00
12/30 Wendys Classic Home 6:00
1/5 Chesapeake Home 7:30 
1/9 Fairland Home 7:30
1/12 Rock Hill Away 7:30
1/16 Gallia Academy Away 7:30
1/19 Ironton Away 7:30
1/23 Coal Grove Away 7:30
1/26 South Point Home 7:30
1/30 Chesapeake Away 7:30
2/2 Fairland Away 7:30
2/6 Rock Hill Home 7:30
2/9 Gallia Academy Home 7:30
2/13 South Webster Home 7:30
2/16 Ironton Home 7:30

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE HEIGHT POSITION
1 DJ Eley 12 5-8 G
2 Matthew Fraulini 10 6-1 G
3 Daniel Jordan 12 6-2 F
11 DeAnte’ Parker 12 5-9 G
14 Danny Lattimore 11 6-0 G
21 Aubrey Holley 11 5-10 G
22 Myquel McKinley 11 6-3 F
23 Isaac Kelly 12 6-3 F
24 Andrew Meadows 11 6-6 F
30 Gage Mosley 11 6-5 F
33 Reese Johnson 12 6-0 F
40 Anthony Ferrara 12 6-1 F
44 Gabe Gambill 12 6-4 F
55 Colin Boehm 11 6-5 F

See TROJANS | 7

Ben Spicer | Daily Times
The 2017 Portsmouth Trojans.

NOVEMBER 20
Portsmouth @ New Boston

NOVEMBER 21
New Boston @ Raceland K.Y.
Oak Hill @ Gallia Academy

NOVEMBER 24
Ironton @ Athens

NOVEMBER 25
Ripley @ South Webster
Valley @ Huntington Ross
Logan Elm @ Waverly

NOVEMBER 27
Waverly @ Oak Hill
Valley @ Portsmouth West
Wheelersburg @ South Webster
Western @ New Boston
Boyd County @ Greenup 

County
Green @ Notre Dame
Minford @ Northwest
Clay @ East
Symmes Valley @ Eastern

NOVEMBER 28
Greenup County @ South Point 

O.H.
Symmes Valley @ South Gallia

NOVEMBER 30
New Boston @ Symmes Valley
Portsmouth West @ Northwest
Notre Dame @ Western
Green @ Clay
Eastern @ East
Wheelersburg @ Minford
Ironton @ Portsmouth
Oak Hill @ Valley
Waverly @ South Webster

DEcEMBER 2
Portsmouth @ Waverly
Walton-Verona @ Greenup 

County
Chesapeake @ Clay
Western @ Piketon
New Boston @ South Point
Valley @ Coal Grove

DEcEMBER 4
South Webster @ Valley
East @ New Boston
Symmes Valley @ Western
Coal Grove @ Portsmouth
Northwest @ Waverly
Oak Hill @ Wheelersburg
Fairland @ Ironton
Eastern @ Green
Minford @ Portsmouth West

DEcEMBER 6
Greenup County @ Rock Hill 

O.H.
Ironton @ East

DEcEMBER 7
Green @ East
Minford @ Portsmouth West
Ironton @ Gallipolis
Waverly @ Valley
Notre Dame @ Symmes Valley
Wheelersburg @ Northwest
Portsmouth @ South Point
New Boston @ Clay
Western @ Eastern

DEcEMBER 9
Valley @ New Boston
Notre Dame @ Greenfield-

McClain
Waverly @ Zane Trace
Ashland Fairview @ Green
Lewis County @ Greenup 

County
East @ Peebles

DEcEMBER 11
East @Symmes Valley
Greenup County @ Rowan 

County
Valley @ Minford
Green @ New Boston
Portsmouth West @ South 

Webster
Ironton @ Rock Hill
Wheelersburg @ Waverly
Eastern @ Notre Dame
Chesapeake @ Portsmouth
Clay @ Western

DEcEMBER 13
Portsmouth @ Waverly

DEcEMBER 14
Minford @ Waverly
Valley @ Northwest
Eastern @ New Boston
Western @ Green
Symmes Valley @ Clay
Notre Dame @ East
Valley @ Northwest
Ironton @ Chesapeake
Oak Hill @ Portsmouth West
Raceland @ Greenup County

DEcEMBER 16
Clay @ Notre Dame
Portsmouth @ South Webster
Ironton @ Raceland K.Y.
Portsmouth West @ 

Wheelersburg
St. Patricks @ Green
Greenup County @ Menifee 

County

DEcEMBER 18
Green @ Symmes Valley
Waverly @ Portsmouth West
Ashland Paul Blazer K.Y. @ 

Ironton
Minford @ South Webster
New Boston @ Notre Dame
Clay @ Eastern
Oak Hill @ Northwest
Green @ Symmes Valley
Western @ East
Wheelersburg @ Valley

DEcEMBER 21
East @ Clay
Oak Hill @ Waverly
Portsmouth West @ Valley
New Boston @ Western
Northwest @ Minford
Eastern @ Symmes Valley
Notre Dame @ Green
South Webster @ Wheelersburg

DEcEMBER 22
Rock Hill O.H. @ Greenup 

County
Rose Hill @ Green
South Point @ Portsmouth

DEcEMBER 23
Eastern Meigs @ Notre Dame

DEcEMBER 28
Southern @ East
Clay @ Valley
Oak Hill @ River Valley
South Point @ Minford
South Webster @ Vinton 

County
Green @ Hannan W.V.

DEcEMBER 29
New Boston @ Belpre

DEcEMBER 30
Piketon @ Northwest

JaNuaRy 3
Oak Hill @ Rock Hill
East @ Ironton

JaNuaRy 4
Western @ Notre Dame
East @ Eastern
South Webster @ Waverly
Valley @ Oak Hill
Portsmouth @ Rock Hill
Symmes Valley @ New Boston
Minford @ Wheelersburg
Ashland Blazer @ Greenup 

County
South Point @ Ironton
Northwest @ Portsmouth West
Clay @ Green

JaNuaRy 6
Adena @ Valley
Eastern @ Oak Hill
Rock Hill @ Green
New Boston @ Peebles

JaNuaRy 8
New Boston @ East
Green @ Eastern
Wheelersburg @ Oak Hill
Valley @ South Webster
Notre Dame @ Clay
Waverly @ Northwest
Western @ Symmes Valley
Portsmouth @ Gallia Academy
Portsmouth West @ Minford
Ironton @ Coal Grove

JaNuaRy 10
Ironton @ Symmes Valley

JaNuaRy 11
Portsmouth @ Ironton
Symmes Valley @ Notre Dame
Clay @ New Boston
East @ Green
Oak Hill @ Minford
Valley @ Waverly
Eastern @ Western
South Webster @ Portsmouth 

West
Northwest @ Wheelersburg

JaNuaRy 13
Oak Hill @ Wellston
Western @ Peebles

JaNuaRy 15
Coal Grove @ Oak Hill
Portsmouth West @ Rock Hill
Northwest @ North Adams
East @ West Union

Belpre @ Notre Dame

JaNuaRy 17
Gallia Academy @ Symmes 

Valley
Northwest @ Portsmouth

JaNuaRy 18
Portsmouth West @ Oak Hill
Western @ Clay
South Webster @ Northwest
Minford @ Valley
Portsmouth @ Coal Grove
Waverly @ Wheelersburg
Symmes Valley @ East
Notre Dame @ Eastern
New Boston @ Green
Ironton @ Fairland

JaNuaRy 19
Greenup County @ Russell

JaNuaRy 20
Paint Valley @ Western
Portsmouth West @ Westfall 

Adena
South Point @ South Webster
Minford @ Huntington/Fairland
Notre Dame @ Nelsonville York
Ironton @ Valley
Symmes Valley @ Point 

Pleasant

JaNuaRy 22
Gallipolis @ Ironton
South Webster @ New Boston
Green @ Ashland Fairview
Notre Dame @ Oak Hill
Washington Courthouse @ 

Waverly
South Point @ Portsmouth
Jackson @ Minford
South Webster @ New Boston
Northwest @ Whiteoak
Adena @ Portsmouth West
Western @ Zane Trace
Notre Dame @ Oak Hill

JaNuaRy 24
Symmes Valley @ Chesapeake
Notre Dame @ Northwest

JaNuaRy 25
Northwest @ Valley
Clay @ Symmes Valley
Rock Hill @ Ironton
Greenup County @ Lewis 

County
New Boston @ Eastern
Green @ Western
Northwest @ Valley
East @ Notre Dame
Waverly @ Minford
Portsmouth @ Chesapeake
Oak Hill @ South Webster
Wheelersburg @ Portsmouth 

West

JaNuaRy 27
Western @ West Union
Portsmouth West @ 

Georgetown
Portsmouth @ Manchester
Whiteoak @ Notre Dame
Greenup County @ Ironton O.H.
Eastern @ Northwest

JaNuaRy 29
Clay @ Northwest
Chesapeake @ Ironton
Wheelersburg @ Greenup 

County
Green @ Portsmouth West
Notre Dame @ Valley
Portsmouth @ Fairland
Jackson @ South Webster

JaNuaRy 31
South Gallia @ Symmes Valley

FEBRuaRy 1
Symmes Valley @ Green
Northwest @ Oak Hill
Ironton @ South Point
Notre Dame @ New Boston
Valley @ Wheelersburg
East @ Western
Portsmouth West @ Waverly
Rock Hill @ Portsmouth
South Webster @ Minford

FEBRuaRy 2
Russell @ Greenup County

FEBRuaRy 3
Notre Dame @ Ironton
Greenup County @ Mason 

County
Minford @ West Carter/Ironton
Western @ Southeastern

FEBRuaRy 5
Symmes Valley @ Portsmouth 

West
South Webster @ Clay
Peebles @ Minford
Gallia Academy @ Portsmouth
Manchester @ East
Eastern @ Valley
Green @ Rose Hill
New Boston @ Oak Hill
Greenup County @ Ashland 

Blazer
Coal Grove @ Ironton
West Union @ Northwest

FEBRuaRy 7
Hillsboro @ Waverly

FEBRuaRy 8
East @ Northwest
Ironton @ Portsmouth

FEBRuaRy 9
Greenup County @ Raceland

FEBRuaRy 10
Fairview @ Greenup County
Waverly @ Portsmouth
Rock Hill @ New Boston
Waterford @ Minford
Symmes Valley @ Southern

FEBRuaRy 12
Greenup County @ 

Montgomery County

FEBRuaRy 15
Fleming County @ Greenup 

County
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By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

In sports, progression is a 
major thing. Coaches love to see 
their players get better and track 
how their team progresses over 
their tenure.

Portsmouth girls basketball 
head coach Kristen Bradshaw is 
no different. Since taking the job 
to coach the Lady Trojans, Brad-
shaw’s bunch has gotten better 
every season in the win column.

“Since I’ve been here, we’ve 
won more games every single 
year,” Bradshaw said. “Last year 
we won six games, which isn’t 
a lot, but I’m looking to get in 
double figures for wins this year 
and I don’t think that’s setting 
the bar very high.”

In what Bradshaw has called a 
“very energetic” number of prac-
tices, the Trojans have deserv-
ingly high hopes for eclipsing 
that double-digit win mark this 
year.

“It’s my fifth year, and this is 
probably the best year of prac-
tice we’ve had so far since I’ve 
been here,” Bradshaw said. “I’m 
looking forward to a great sea-
son, and hopefully a successful 
season.”

Taking a peak at Portsmouth’s 
roster shows a lot of youth on 
the floor for the Trojans.

In fact, Portsmouth has just 
on senior on the team this year 
in Sharia Kearns.

“We have one senior this 
year, she’s a very big part of this 
team,” Bradshaw said. “She’s 
a leader, she kind of gets our 
momentum going so I’m excited 
about that.”

Kearns, who didn’t play last 
season, is excited to be back on 
the court with her teammates 
and has welcomed her new role 
as a leader.

“It’s been good,” Kearns said. 
“A lot of the girls on the team 
are like little sisters to me, they 
look up to me. So, being a leader 
is easier than most.”

She is most looking forward 

to getting to play with her sister 
Kylisha, who is a junior this year.

“Not a lot of sisters get to play 
together because they’re years 
apart, but me and my sister do,” 
Kearns said. “I think we’re going 
to be good together.”

Bradshaw hopes her team can 
play a high-energy game and 
pressure the ball on defense with 
their relentlessness.

“We’re small, we’re quick, 
we’re fast,” Bradshaw said. 
“We’re going to get after it up 
and down the court, and hope-
fully press a lot to get some 
steals defensively and turn it 
into points.”

That intense approach won’t 
let up on offense, either.

“We’re really aggressive, and 
we’re noisy and loud,” Kearns 
said. “We attack when we need 
to on offense, we pass well, we 
shoot well and I think we’re 
great.”

Beyond the Kearns sisters, 
Bradshaw also looks to Han-
nah Hughes to provide a lot of 
points. Hughes was the leading 
scorer for Portsmouth last year.

“She’s a three point shooter 
and a guard for us, and she got 
to handle the ball a little bit last 
year,” Bradshaw said. “Now we 
have a few more guards who can 
hopefully distribute the ball to 
her even more and she can spot 
up in the corners and drill some 

threes for us.”
Jasmine Eley is also a player 

that Bradshaw highlighted. Eley 
was the starting point guard for 
the Trojans last season, and will 
play a vital spot on the floor for 
Portsmouth again this year.

In a stacked OVC, it looks 
like the Trojans have enough 
weapons to offer some competi-
tion. Still, Bradshaw knows the 
conference has a ton of talented 
teams, especially Fairland.

“Fairland didn’t lose anybody 
from last year,” Bradshaw said. 
“They won the conference last 
year, so they’re a good team and 
a great program.”

PORTSMOUTH TROJANS

Lady Trojans look to lay foundation

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
12/2 Waverly Away 12:00
12/4 Coal Grove Home 7:30 
12/7 South Point Away 7:30
12/11 Chesapeake Home 7:30
12/14 Fairland Home 7:30
1/4 Rock Hill Away 7:30
1/8 Gallia Academy Away 7:30
1/11 Ironton Away 7:30
1/17 Northwest Home 8:00
1/18 Coal Grove Away 7:30
1/22 South Point Home 7:30
1/25 Chesapeake Away 7:30
1/27 Manchester Away 6:00
1/29 Fairland Away 7:30
2/1 Rock Hill Home 7:30
2/5 Gallia Academy Home 7:30 
2/8 Ironton Home 7:30
2/10 Waverly Home 12:00

GIRLS ROSTER
PLayER GR. HT.
Sharia Kearns 12 5-4
Jasmine Eley 11 5-3
Kylisha Kearns 11 5-6
Destiny McKenzie 11 5-6
Shai Howard 11 5-5
Sierra Brown 11 5-5
Jaiden Rickett 10 5-8
Layla Kegg 10 5-8
Hannah Hughes 10 5-5
Taliyah Taylor 10 5-2
Autumn Wright 9 5-3
Shaya Kidder 9 5-8
Aireyana Thurman 9 5-8
Alayla Bolden 9 5-6
Mikai Dixon 9 5-6

Ben Spicer | Daily Times
The 2017 Portsmouth Lady Trojans.

Although the Dragons took 
the conference crown last year, 
Portsmouth was right there with 
Fairland at halftime only trailing 
by four points. Performances like 
that have given the Trojans some 
confidence.

“I tell the girls that any given 
night we can play with anybody,” 
Bradshaw said. “There’s some 
good competition, but I expect 
to be the way we’re looking now 

maybe a top three or four team 
in the conference.”

With a young roster, though, 
Bradshaw knows there will be 
some growing pains early.

“I think once we get going in 
five-on-five and get some varsity 
playing time under our belt, in 
the second half of the season I 
think we’ll really improve,” Brad-
shaw said.

There are no easy games to 
start of the season, as Ports-
mouth will play Ironton in the 

opener.
Of course, anytime Ports-

mouth and Ironton meet up 
there’s always a lot on the line, 
especially bragging rights.

“Last time we played Ironton, 
they blew us out, but hopefully 
this time is different,” Kearns 
said. “Every time we play them 
we tell ourselves we’re going to 
win this one, so we’re just going 
to tell ourselves the same thing 
until it happens.”

If the Trojans are able to tame 

the Tigers, they could start their 
2017 campaign off on the right 
track early.

“The Ironton game is always a 
big rivalry,” Bradshaw said. “We 
get them right off the bat, it’s 
a home game so there’s always 
pretty good crowds at our first 
home game.”

“The girls are really excited 
about that, and I think if we can 
come out and put on a good 
showing that could kick off our 
season pretty well.”

See LADY TROJANS | 7

LADY TROJANS, from page 6

have an incomparable bond with 
one another, especially since most 
of the team has spent a lot of time 
together in other sports.

“We have a thing called wolf 
pack,” Jordan said. “We’re all like 
a brotherhood, we’re all one big 
family. We push each other, and 
we might get mad at each other 
but we’re still a big family.”

Thanks to football, a lot of the 
team has come to practice condi-
tioned and ready to go.

“A lot of those football guys, 
they had to play both ways in 
football,” Collins said. “Other 
than just getting basketball legs, 
conditioning really hasn’t been an 
issue.”

Portsmouth will also welcome 
Isaac Kelly and Deante Parker 
to the team, two transfers who 
already made their presence felt 
on the gridiron.

“Isaac brings some size, he’s 
athletic,” senior Reese Johnson 
said on his teammate. “Deante is 
that good on-ball defender, he’s a 
good guard.”

Kelly and Parker will undoubt-
edly be a pleasant compliment for 
the Trojans team, mixed in well 
with all the size and athleticism 
that Portsmouth already has.

On the roster, the Trojans have 
nine forwards and five guards. 
All the forwards on the team are 
at least 6 feet tall, with junior 
Andrew Meadows hailing 6-foot-
6 and juniors Gage Mosley and 
Colin Boehm at 6-foot-5.

That height helps guards like 
senior DJ Eley when they have 

the ball on offense.
“It adds about 20 points a 

game, so it’s easier,” Eley said 
about the big men. “Just feed 
them all the time.”

The bevy of tall players has also 
helped mold the defensive phi-
losophy for Portsmouth.

“Defensively, we want to guard 
the basket and make teams shoot 
from the perimeter,” Collins said. 
“We’re going to mix up some 
defenses, so the good thing is 
from night to night you never 
know what we’re going to play.”

On the offensive side of the 
ball, the Trojans will look to take 
the tempo. Portsmouth hopes 
they can get after it when they 
have possession.

“We try and get up and down 
the floor,” Johnson said. “We run, 
we’re pretty fast, and we just try 
to push the pace of the game.”

In the OVC, the Trojans will 
be tested by several teams. Of 
course, the Fairland Dragons are 
on top of the conference right 
now.

“Until somebody beats Fair-
land, they’re the champs,” Collins 
said. “They’ve been undefeated 
the last two years, so they’ve got 
the big target on their back.”

Collins also mentioned Gallia 
Academy as a foe to watch out for, 
and said Coal Grove has several 
starters coming back that could 
make the Hornets hard to beat.

In a very rugged OVC slate of 
games, Collins says his confer-
ence schedule will be “a battle 
every night.”

So far in the preseason and 
scrimmages, the head coach has 
liked what he’s seen demonstrated 
on the court from his group.

“The guys are working 

extremely hard, very committed,” 
Collins said. “They play really 
hard, and preseason has been 
good at this point.”

With that, Portsmouth has big 
aspirations for what the season 
has in store.

“I always tell our guys every 
year we’re trying to win the 
conference and every year we’re 
trying to get to Columbus,” Col-
lins said. “This year won’t be any 
different, whether we reach those 
goals is yet to be determined.”

“We haven’t won the league in 
several years, so that’s definitely 
something we’re striving to do. 
We made it to the district semi-
finals last year, so our goal is to 
keep building on that and see 
what happens.”

The Trojans tip off the season 
Dec. 2 at Jones Academy in 
Toledo.

TROJANS, from page 5

PORTSMOUTH TROJANS

SWIM ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
12/5 Columbus Central Crossing Away-Vaughan Hairston YMCA 5:30
12/6 Meet Home 5:30
12/8 Dual Meet Away-Athens TBA
12/12 Washington Courthouse Away-Fayette Co. YMCA 5:00
12/13 Meet Home 5:30
12/18 TBA TBA TBA
12/20 TBA TBA TBA
1/6 Invitational Saturday Away-River Valley TBA
1/8 Columbus Aquatic Center Away-Columbus 4:00
1/10 Meet Home 5:30
1/17 Meet Home 5:30
1/20 Meet Away-Powel Crosley Jr. YMCA/Cincinnati TBA
1/24 Championship Meet Home 5:00
1/31 County Meet TBA TBA
2/10 Sectionals Away-Ohio University TBA
1/16 Districts Away-Ohio University TBA
1/23 State Away-Canton TBA
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Serving � e Area Since 1992
J.T.’s AUTO SERVICE

1316 Findlay St. • Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Dennis R. Bach, Owner 354-3352
OH-70016435

OH-70016432

Weaver's Gas and Oil Inc.
We deliver to business and residential in Pike, 

Adams, Scioto and Jackson counties in Ohio and 
Greenup and Lewis counties in Kentucky

22428 SR 73 West Portsmouth, OH • 740-858-6031

By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the course of the 
past decade, Wheelersburg’s 
Steven Ater has been highly 
regarded as a coach who 
gets the best out of his guys.

And despite facing late 
starts that end up going 
well into the second week 
of December, Ater’s Pirates 
have always seemed to be 
ready for tournament time. 
That fact doesn’t look like it 
will change anytime soon, as 
the return of Tanner Holden, 
Trent Salyers, Cole Lowery, 
and Mack Dyer, along with 
the progression of Connor 
Mullins and the addition of 
South Webster transfer JJ 
Truitt to an excellent fresh-
man class, has the fifth-year 
head coach of the Pirates 
excited for what the future 
holds.

“Those guys (Dyer, Hold-
en, Lowery, and Salyers) 
worked this entire offseason, 
and we expect those guys 
to be a big part of our core 
again this year, along with 
some of the additional new 
faces that we’ll lean on to 
help them through the early 
parts of this season. We’ve 
got a few guys coming off 

of our junior varsity squad 
from last year that I believe 
will step up and contribute 
during the season as well, so 
those new faces, along with 
the four guys that we have 
returning, has us excited 
about seeing what our team 
looks like.”

With most of his players 
a part of the run to Canton 
that resulted in Wheelers-
burg’s run for the ages on 
the football side, Ater hasn’t 
been able to see his play-
ers in the gym much this 
fall. However, the quality of 
the players that the veteran 
coach has, both on and off 
of the floor, can’t be ques-
tioned.

“We see the most skilled 
team as a whole (since I’ve 
been in the program). Even 
behind our returning let-
termen, we’re really, really 
excited about the addition 
of our freshman class. We’ve 
got 14 freshmen out right 
now, which means that 14 of 
the 16 kids that we had out 
were freshmen,” Ater said 
before the season. “They’re 
certainly a class to be excit-
ed about. They have a lot of 
skill and basketball knowl-
edge to add to the program. 
When you add the upper-lev-

el varsity and junior varsity 
guys into the mix, we’ve got 
a lot of returning skill who 
have a lot of high basketball 
IQs and scoring ability.”

One of those freshmen 
that has generated a great 
deal of buzz around the 
area is Truitt, who is well 
over six feet already and is 
an elite scorer. He’s already 
been dubbed by Ater as one 
of the hardest-working play-
ers that he’s ever coached.

“It’s really, really surpris-
ing and exciting as a coach,” 
Ater said of Truitt’s work 
ethic at such a young age. 
“JJ’s a leader in a lot of 
regards already.”

In addition to Truitt, 
Connor Mullins — who has 
already proven himself as an 
excellent baseball talent — 
is working to do the same 
on the basketball floor. In 
fact, Mullins, who has been 
dubbed by Ater as a “work-
horse and a gym rat,” could 

WHEELERSBURG PIRATES

Ater confident in personnel for ‘17
WHEELERSBURG PIRATES

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
12/5 South Webster Away 6:00
12/8 Minford Away 6:00
12/12 Oak Hill Home 6:00
12/15 Northwest Away 6:00
12/19 Waverly Away 6:00
12/22 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
12/23 Portsmouth Home 6:00
12/29 Wellston Home 6:00
1/5 Valley Away 6:00
1/6 Ironton Home 6:00
1/9 South Webster Home 6:00
1/12 Minford Home 6:00
1/13 Beasts of the Southeast TBA TBA
TBA Chesapeake TBA TBA
1/16 Jackson Home 6:00
1/19 Oak Hill Away 6:00
1/26 Northwest Home 6:00
2/2 Waverly Home 6:00
2/3 Orrville Away-Canton 3:30
2/6 Adena Away 6:00
2/9 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
2/13 South Point Away 6:00
2/16 Valley Home 6:00

See PIRATES | 10

Kallner, Ruby back to lead young Lady Pirates
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

In every sport, it doesn’t 
seem like it matters what 
Wheelersburg loses from 
a personnel standpoint — 
because the Pirates always 
seem to find a way to 
reload.

And with a very strong 
backcourt that includes 
Shawnee State women’s 
basketball commit Abbie 
Kallner and three-sport 
standout Ellie Ruby, along 
with Mallory Bergan, Karlie 
Estep, and Kaylee Darnell 
— who are all coming off 
of a Division III Regional 
Semifinal appearance in vol-
leyball — could very well 
ensure that Wheelersburg 
stays at the top half of the 
SOC II during the 2017-18 
campaign.

“It’s nice to have Ellie 
(Ruby) and Abbie (Kall-
ner) back,” Wheelersburg 
head coach Dusty Spradlin 
said. “Those two have both 
played a lot of games, and 
have allowed us to perse-
vere through a lot of tough 
situations over the last few 
years. We’ve been blessed 
with a lot of great talent. 
Two years ago, we lost Syd-
ney Holden, and now, we’re 
pushing through the losses 

of Kalle Coleman, Brittany 
Swim, and Makayla Akers. 
Yes, we lose three starters 
that were wonderful pieces 
to our team last year, but 
having Abbie and Ellie com-
ing back certainly gives us 
a little bit of a foundation.”

While Kallner, who aver-
aged 14 points, 3.1 steals, 
three rebounds, and 2.5 
steals, and Ruby, who 
obtained nine points, 4.5 
rebounds, 4.2 steals, and 
three assists in 2016-17 
en route to First-Team 
All-Southeast District and 
Second-Team All-Southeast 
District honors — with 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 Wheelersburg Lady Pirates.

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
11/27 South Webster Away 6:00
11/30 Minford Away 6:00
12/4 Oak Hill Home 6:00
12/7 Northwest Away 6:00
12/11 Waverly Away 6:00
12/14 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
12/16 South Point Away 6:00
12/18 Valley Away 6:00
12/21 South Webster Home 6:00
12/28 Nelsonville-York Home 6:00
1/4 Minford Home 6:00
1/8 Oak Hill Away 6:00
1/11 Northwest Home 6:00
1/18 Waverly Home 6:00
1/22 Greenfield-McClain Home 5:30
1/25 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
1/29 Greenup County Away 6:00
2/1 Valley Home 6:00
2/3 North Adams Home 1:00
2/8 Ironton Away 6:00
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Go Burg
2034 11th Street • Portsmouth Ohio

740-353-7227

See LADY PIRATES | 10

“We’ve got a great 
group of guys. as far 
as expectations are 
concerned, you’re 
going to have a group 
of guys who are going 
to come out and work 
together every day 
while working for their 
school, their program, 
and their community. 
Those are things 
that our guys take 
tremendous pride in. 
They want to play hard 
and represent the guys 
before them in the 
right way. They want to 
continue the tradition 
of success and they 
want to continue to be 
a part of that.”

-Steven Ater, Head Coach

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE HT. POS.
10 Kaylee Darnell 9 5-5 G
11 Addi Collins 10 5-6 G
12 Ellie Ruby 12 5-1 G
13 Abbie Kallner 11 5-6 G
15 Lani Irwin 10 5-2 G
21 Karlie Estep 11 5-8 F
22 Ellie Kallner 9 5-4 G
23 Mallory Bergan 10 5-10 F
24 Bella Williams 10 5-9 C
25 Leann Spradlin 12 5-9 F
32 Paige Emnett 11 5-6 F
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both players also earning 
All-Ohio recognition, as 
well — the pair are far from 
the only pieces to Wheelers-
burg’s roster. Darnell, Paige 
Emnett, Leann Spradlin, 
and Ellie Kallner will all see 
minutes in a backcourt rota-
tion that looks to be fairly 
deep despite the loss of 
Kalle Coleman and Brittany 
Swim to graduation.

“Every year, you’re look-
ing for kids to step up,” 
Spradlin said. “Some kids 
have to step up into start-
ing roles, while others have 
to step up into different 
roles from the year before. 
We’re glad that we’re hav-
ing kids coming back with 
experience, but at the same 
time, we’ve got some big 
holes to fill, as well.”

In the low post, Wheel-
ersburg will have to replace 
the services of Makayla 
Akers, who, as a senior last 
year, averaged 8.5 points, 
seven rebounds, 4.1 blocks, 
and 1.4 steals per contest. 
Bergan, who “finished the 
year really, really strong,” 
according to Spradlin, 
along with Estep and Bella 
Williams, will see the pri-
mary minutes down on the 
low block.

“We’re really small,” Spra-
dlin said. “Mallory, Bella, 
and Karlie will eat up the 
majority of the time down 
there. It’s a little different 
than what we’ve been used 
to with Makayla, and even 
before that with Sydney. 
We’re working to see if we 
can develop those younger 
girls. Between all of them, 
we’ve got nine or 10 girls 

where we’re trying to see 
where everybody fits,” Spra-
dlin said. “As always, you’ve 
got that newness and some 
uncertainty. Hopefully, as 
we continue to practice and 
get into the start of our 
season, we’ll find out who 
meshes together, and we’ll 
see what we can do.”

Still, even though Wheel-
ersburg has a good portion 
of youth among its top 
players in the rotation, 
Spradlin believes that the 
Lady Pirates can be right 
there in the thick of the mix 
once again, which says a lot 
about Wheelersburg consid-
ering how good the Lady 
Pirates are.

“This is one of those 
years where our league can 
be really good,” Spradlin 
said. “It’s a little top-heavy 
right now with Minford 

having a lot returning and 
the overall experience that 
they were able to get last 
year. They had a really good 
season, and I look for them 
to be the favorites along 
with South Webster. Both 
of those teams have the 
majority of their starting 
lineups coming back. Obvi-
ously, we’d love to be right 
up in that mix. The top five 
or six teams in our league, 
from a year-to-year basis, 
have given each other com-
petitive games to the point 
where you never know what 
might happen. There’s good 
teams in our league from 
top to bottom. You just 
never know what can hap-
pen when you get on a roll.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

MINFORD FALCONS

Shoemaker, Minford set to contend in SOC II, beyond once more

Kevin Colley | Daily Times 
The 2017 Minford Falcons.

By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the course of his nine-
year head coaching career at 
Minford, Josh Shoemaker has 
built the Falcons’ boys basketball 
program into one that simply 
reloads, as evidenced by its three 
SOC II Championships in a five-
year span.

And despite the loss of sharp-
shooting guard Matthew Gullett, 
along with a strong two-way 
presence in Tyler McCormick 
and a great low-post rotation in 
Tyler Compton, Dillon Shep-
herd, and Simon Thoroughman, 
Shoemaker, behind the efforts 
of returnees Darius Jordan, 
Cameron Dalton, Kelton Kel-
ley, and Breydan Tilley, along 
with the return of Elijah Craft 
from a season-ending injury, still 
believes that his team can shoot 
for an SOC II crown — and 
much more.

“We lost a big senior class,” 
Shoemaker said. “For the second 
year in a row, we lost a lot of 
kids. However, we believe we’ll 
fully regroup with a bunch of 
dedicated athletes who will be 
very competitive this year. We 
only have three seniors, which 
include Breydan Tilley, Elijah 
Craft, whose season was cut 
short due to injury, and Logan 
Boston, but we have two players 
behind them in Cam (Dalton) 

and Kelton (Kelley) who have 
three years of varsity experience. 
We expect them to really step up 
and put the load on their backs.”

While the expectations 
won’t change, the style of play 
certainly will for the Falcons. 
With Thoroughman — a Special 
Mention All-Southeast District 
selection — along with Comp-
ton and Shepherd, Minford ran 
an effective halfcourt offense 
that resulted in a Division III 
District Semifinal appearance 
last year despite the fact that the 
Falcons were expected to be in 
a rebuilding mode. Now, with 
the trio gone, Shoemaker will 
have to adjust with a smaller, but 
quicker, lineup.

“We lost (Dillon) Shepherd, 
(Simon) Thoroughman, (Tyler) 
Compton, (Matthew) Gullett, 
who was our leading scorer last 
year, and Tyler McCormick, who 
was probably our best defender,” 
Shoemaker said. “In that, it 
changes how we play. We lost a 
lot of size and strength, but we 
do have a lot of guys who are 
quicker, so it changes our style 
of play. We have a lot of guys 
who have never had that varsity 
experience who, throughout pre-
season practices and scrimmag-
es, are seeing what their roles are 
going to be and how deep we can 

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME HEIGHT cLaSS POSITION
0 Jake Alley 6-6 Jr. C
1 Kelton Kelley 6-1 Jr. G
2 Breydan Tilley 6-0 Sr. G
12 Collin Coriell 6-4 Jr. F
14 Nathan McCormick 6-1 So. G
20 Elijah Craft 5-9 Sr. G
21 Logan Boston 5-9 Sr. F
23 Darius Jordan 5-10 Jr. G
24 Cameron Dalton 6-4 Jr. G/F
30 Bryson Ashley 6-1 So. F
33 Ethan Lauder 6-0 Jr. F
44 Elijah Vogelsong-Lewis 5-10 Fr. G

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
12/1 North Adams Away 6:00
12/2 Tip-Off Classic Away-Zane Trace 1:30
12/5 Northwest Away 6:00
12/8 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
12/9 Buckeye Classic Away TBA
12/12 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
12/15 Oak Hill Away 6:00
12/19 Valley Home 6:00
12/21 Jackson Away 6:00
12/22 Waverly Away 6:00
12/29 Wendys Classic Away TBA
1/5 South Webster Away 6:00
1/9 Northwest Home 6:00
1/12 Wheelersburg Away 6:00
1/19 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
1/20 Dave Young Classic Away-North Adams TBA
1/26 Oak Hill Home 6:00
1/30 Alexander Away 6:00
2/2 Valley Away 6:00
2/9 Waverly Home 6:00
2/13 Eastern Pike Away 6:00
2/16 South Webster Home 6:00

WHEELERSBURG PIRATES

see big minutes, especially 
early on. 

Holden — who averaged 
14.7 points per game en 
route to First-Team All-
Southeast District and 
Special Mention All-Ohio 
honors — along with Low-
ery, a Special Mention All-
Southeast District honoree, 
and Salyers and Dyer will 
all figure into the main rota-
tion, as well. Wheelersburg 
will have to replace Kaden 
Coleman, who obtained 16.1 
points per game en route to 
Second-Team All-Southeast 
District honors, but a non-
conference schedule that 
includes Chesapeake, Jack-
son, and South Point, along 
with the normal SOC II 
gauntlet, will help with that 
cause.

“I feel like our nonconfer-
ence schedule is really chal-
lenging,” Ater said. “We’ll be 
battle-tested. It’s just going 
to take some time. Some of 

those early season battles 
will be more of a learning 
opportunity than anything 
else.”

With the amount of ath-
leticism and shooting ability 
that is on the Wheelersburg 
roster, the Pirates will be 
pushing the pace more often 
than not, especially with 
the 6-5 Holden — an athlete 
that holds offers from Akron, 
Cleveland State, Marshall, 
and Ohio on his resume.

“We’re going to try to 
push the pace and get up 
and down the floor,” Ater 
said. “I feel like we’re going 
to be able to shoot the 
basketball better from the 
perimeter than we’ve prob-
ably been able to the past 
couple of years. Defensively, 
we want to try to get up into 
the man that we’re guarding, 
and use our defense to be 
able to create some turn-
overs and get up and down 
the floor for easy scoring 
opportunities in transition. 
Some of that takes time to 

come together, but we do 
believe that if we’re healthy, 
we believe that we can get to 
where we want to be, sooner 
rather than later.”

And while the finished 
product will take sooner, 
rather than later, to come 
to fruition, it’s possible that 
Wheelersburg could very 
well be gearing itself up for 
another regional tournament 
appearance if the stars do 
align.

“Our goals are to get bet-
ter every single day, and 
hopefully, at the end of 
the season, we’re putting 
ourselves in position to 
win games and bring titles 

home,” Ater said. “We do 
have the opportunity to have 
a high ceiling.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

PIRATES, from page 8

SWIM ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
12/8 Rio Grande Away TBA
12/13 Shawnee State Univ. Home 5:30
12/20 Shawnee State Univ. Home 5:30
1/4 Shawnee State Univ. Home 5:30
TBA Rio Grande Away 10:00
1/10 Shawnee State Univ. Home 5:30
1/17 Shawnee State Univ. Home 5:30

LADY PIRATES, from page 9

“Our goals are to get 
better every single 
day, and hopefully, at 
the end of the season, 
we’re putting ourselves 
in position to win 
games and bring titles 
home.”

-Steven Ater, Head Coach

“We have a lot of guys 
who have never had 
that varsity experience 
who, throughout 
preseason practices 
and scrimmages, are 
seeing what their roles 
are going to be and 
how deep we can go 
heading into our first 
game on Dec. 1”
-Josh Shoemaker, Head Coach

See FALCONS | 13
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her career and a program-record 
278 free throws made with her 
entire senior season left to play. 
The Ashland University signee, 
who averaged 17.5 points, 9.4 
rebounds, 5.4 assists, and 4.6 
steals per contest while shooting 
52 percent from the field and 41 
percent from three-point range, 
will be joined by her best friend 
and fellow senior classmate 
Risner, who is an accomplished 
shooter from deep.

“We’re pretty good on the 
guard play,” Caudill said. “When 
you’ve got Erin leading the 
charge at guard, you’re pretty 
solid. Marissa (Risner) is a two-
guard who is a solid shooter and 
a very smart player. She’s really 
matured and can shoot the lights 
out of the ball. When Marissa’s 
on, we’re a completely differ-
ent basketball team, and we’ll 
be tough to beat if she’s hitting. 
You’ve got her with four years on 
the varsity squad and Erin with 
four years on the varsity squad.”

However, while Daniels and 
Risner are very accomplished, 
as evidenced by the pair’s 
accomplishments in leading the 
Minford girls soccer program to 
a Division III District Semifinal 
appearance in 2017, the pair are 
far from the only guards who can 
play. Doll, who is, like Daniels 
and Risner, an accomplished 
multi-sport athlete, will see time 

in the backcourt, while freshman 
Livi Shonkwiler adds impressive 
poise and grit to the main rota-
tion.

“Zoe’s going to be an integral 
part of our rotation,” Caudill said. 
“We’ve got some underclassmen 
that are going to step in and be a 
part of the rotation. Regardless of 
the matchups, we have a bunch of 
solid players and kids who under-
stand their roles and are willing 
to accept whatever is asked of 
them in order for us to win bas-
ketball games. Livi’s going to see 
some minutes, no doubt. She’s 
got a high motor. She’s just a very 
competitive, tough kid.”

And even with the loss of All-
Southeast District Special Men-
tion athlete Abby Grasso, along 
with fellow low-post contributor 
Mary Pica, from a unit that col-
lected an 18-6 overall record in 
2017, Minford’s low-post rotation 
is in excellent hands with Blan-
kenship and Puckett. Blanken-
ship, on her own, averaged 9.5 
points, 12 rebounds, and five 
blocks per game to help head the 
charge on the interior.

“When you look at the interior 
play with Ashley (Blankenship) 
and Caitlyn (Puckett), you’re got 
a great core, especially consider-
ing that Caitlyn can play a guard 
spot or play in the post. She’s a 
top-notch kid on her own. As for 
Ashley, she’s worked her butt off 
this season. We’re talking 5:30 
a.m., 6 a.m. workouts from her. 

She’s as hungry as they get. They 
have been the most improved 
players, for sure. They probably 
haven’t seen the playing time 
that they’ve wanted to over the 
past couple of years, but they’re 
just both very competitive people 
who have short term goals indi-
vidually and want to win as a 
team. These two kids have come 
out this year, and moreso than 
ever, have understood what it 
takes in order to successfully 
operate as a team. They have 
worked really hard in the offsea-
son.”

However, the sign of a program 
that can truly contend going for-
ward is one that has a set of play-
ers willing to fill all the roles that 
are required of them throughout 
the year. Caudill has that very 
player in Marissa Watters, who is 
a jack-of-all-trades role player that 
is willing to sacrifice for the bet-
terment of the team in every area.

“She hasn’t seen the playing 
time, and she may not see the 
playing time, that she wants to 
see,” Caudill said. “However, she 
wants us to see us succeed. She 
wants to see these core group of 
seniors that she’s grown up with 
her whole life succeed. She never 
complains. She’s one of those 
kids that a coach really needs 
on a roster. It’s hard to get those 
kids nowadays who have a great 
attitude, even when the playing 
situation isn’t ideal. Marissa has 
really bought into that. She’s just 

a fantastic kid, and we wouldn’t 
be successful without her, too.”

Having players with the men-
tality that Watters holds will abso-
lutely be needed for the schedule 
that the Lady Falcons will be 
going up against throughout the 
2017-18 campaign. In addition 
to a strong SOC II schedule that 
includes South Webster, Wheel-
ersburg, and Oak Hill, Minford 
will be playing Meigs, Waterford, 
East Carter (Ky.), and West Cart-
er (Ky.) — who are all expected 
to make deep postseason runs 
throughout the course of the year.

However, that tough schedule 
is what Caudill and his players 
want, and desire — because it’s 
that tough schedule that will 
prepare the Lady Falcons for a 
fruitful postseason run.

“We wanted a tough schedule,” 
Caudill said. “We’ve got some 
short-term team goals, but also, a 
lot of long-term goals for postsea-
son play that we’ve yet achieved. 
The girls are hungry, and we, as 
a coaching staff, wanted to make 
a tough schedule in order to 
prepare our girls for the season. 
We know that we’re going to see 
some very tough competition in 
conference play, and there’s a lot 
of great athletes that are in Scioto 
County right now. On any given 
night, these teams can beat any-
body. We know that we have to 
be focused and show up in every 
game and every practice ready to 
play.”

MINFORD FALCONS

go heading into our first game on 
Dec. 1 (against North Adams).”

So, as one can figure, the ball 
will certainly be advanced up the 
floor in a hurry as the Falcons 
will look to attack in transition.

“There’s going to be a lot 
more movement and a lot more 
transition play,” Shoemaker said. 
“When you’re small and you get 
out and run, people automatically 
think, ‘Shoot quick.’ That’s not 
necessarily the case. We want to 
move the ball well, take care of 
the ball well, and be able to do 
the same fundamentally sound 

things that we’ve done in the 
past, but it will be a different 
look.”

While Minford’s starting five 
isn’t set yet, it is clear that Jor-
dan, a budding sophomore and 
a three-sport athlete, will be the 
starting point guard for Shoe-
maker’s up-tempo attack, while 
Kelley, who averaged in double-
figures last season, will be aside 
Jordan in some capacity. Dalton, 
a combo forward, Boston, a 
bruiser down low, and Craft and 
Tilley, who are two speedy and 
quick guards with length, will all 
play central roles on this year’s 
unit.

“We really want to look and 
see where people are at,” Shoe-
maker said. “One thing that we 
do know is that it looks like Dari-
us Jordan is going to be our point 
guard. We expect big things out 
of him. He’s a very smart player. 
He can get us into an offense, 
limit turnovers, and get guys 
shots when they need shots. He’s 
got the ability to score, as well. 
We believe as Darius, Cam, and 
Kelton go, we’ll go. They’ll have 
to be very strong from the get-go, 
and the leadership from (Brey-
dan) Tilley will have to be there 
as well if we’re going to get off on 
the right foot.”

However, regardless of what 
the product looks like as the 
season kicks off, the Falcons will 
be expected to compete in every 
facet.

“Going into last year, we had 
won three out of the last four 
SOC II championships,” Shoe-
maker said. “Our goal was to 
compete for the league title, and 
that has not changed this year. 
Our goal is the same every year. 
We want to get better every day 
and find our identity. We’re going 
to strive to do that every day 
so that we can compete for the 
league title and a district title. 
Those goals never change.”

Lady Falcons: locked and loaded
Having star power is always 

vital if a unit hopes to contend for 
conference and postseason titles 
down the road.

However, when one combines 
star power with a great deal of 
experience and hard work, the 
mixture of the three factors tends 
to pay off in big dividends on 
down the road.

With a three-time All-South-
east District and All-Ohio hon-
oree in Erin Daniels, along with 
a promising low-post tandem in 
Caitlyn Puckett and Ashley Blan-
kenship back in the fold and an 
excellent set of players with great 
blends of skill in Marissa Risner, 
Marissa Watters, Zoe Doll, and 
others, the Minford Falcons’ girls 
basketball program certainly has 
the potential to make a deep run 
that could very well last past the 
district tournament stage.

But according to Scott Caudill, 
it’s the mental components of this 
year’s Lady Falcons, moreso than 
the physical components, that 
make Minford so impressive.

“We have a very solid unit,” 
Caudill said. “This is the first 
year in a long time where I feel 
like we’ve got all of the neces-
sary roles filled. In the four years 
that I’ve been here, we’ve got 
the best practice squad that I’ve 
been involved with. Every day, 
we talk about whether we win 
or lose at practice. We want to 
make sure that at every practice, 
we come in the gym focused and 

ready to win that practice. These 
girls have battled some tough 
losses throughout their career, 
and losses that have been really 
emotional for them. Every day, 
they talk about those losses. 
They are very hungry. They want 
to win some of those big games 
that they have not been able to 
win, and I feel like that they’re 
prepared to do so this year.”

Up top, Minford is certainly 
prepared to win the gargantuan 
affairs that Caudill is referencing 
to as the Lady Falcons return 
Daniels, a three-year starter who 
has accumulated 1,118 points for 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 Minford Lady Falcons.

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE
10 Erin Daniels 12
11 Marissa Risner 12
12 Caitlyn Puckett 11
13 Hannah Thacker 11
14 Mackenzie Watters 10
15 Livi Shonkwiler 9
21 Ashley Blankenship 11
25 Hannah Tolle 10
31 Marissa Watters 12
41 Zoe Doll 12

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
11/27 Northwest Away 6:00
11/30 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
12/4 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
12/7 Oak Hill Away 6:00
12/9 Boyd County Tournament Away TBA
12/11 Valley Home 6:00
12/14 Waverly Away 6:00
12/18 South Webster Away 6:00
12/21 Northwest Home 6:00
12/23 Alexander Tournament Away 1:30
12/28 South Point Home 6:00
1/4 Wheelersburg Away 6:00
1/8 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
1/11 Oak Hill Home 6:00
1/18 Valley Away 6:00
1/20 Huntington Away-Fairland 6:00
1/22 Jackson Home 6:00
1/25 Waverly Home 6:00
2/1 South Webster Home 6:00
2/3 West Carter Away-Ironton 6:00
2/5 Peebles Home 6:00
2/10 Waterford Home 6:00

MINFORD FALCONS

FALCONS, from page 11

LADY FALCONS, from page 12
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SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS

Cole ready to build on solid foundation at SW
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

It’s always a great thing when 
a former alum, and a highly suc-
cessful one at that, takes a head 
coaching position with the pro-
gram that helped make said alum 
who he or she is today.

After assisting on the 2004 
OHSAA Division IV State Final 
Four club and helping South Web-
ster take home the ultimate prize 
when the Jeeps won the 2006 
Division IV state crown under 
the tutelage of Marc Kreischer, 
Brenton Cole will be looking to 
take the Jeeps’ boys basketball 
program to similar heights for the 
2017 season on forward.

“There’s no better job that I 
can think of,” Cole said about his 
hiring. “There’s nowhere that I’d 
rather be. I graduated from there, 
I played there, and all of the 
coaches that I looked up to have 
served there. It’s really an honor 
to continue in their footsteps.”

And while it’s been rendered 
difficult for Cole to get a good 
look at his unit — the former 
assistant was hired in October 
during the middle of the fall 
sports season — the talent that 
is coming back from the Division 
IV District Finalists is certainly 
evident.

“We do have some guys com-
ing on strong,” Cole said. “We 
don’t have a senior returning to 
the team, but we do have some 
guys that are coming on strong, 
and the junior class is really step-
ping up and leading us.”

That junior class that Cole is 
referring to certainly has a wealth 
of talent, which is evident when 
you just consider the two return-
ing starters by themselves.

Leading the way in that charge 
is Shiloah Blevins, who has 
already been receiving college 
looks from various basketball pro-
grams around the state. Blevins, 
an impressive 6-5 forward who 
can drive to the basket, back 
defenders down, or shoot with a 
deadeye mark out to the three-

point line, was a Third-Team 
All-Southeast District nominee 
last year as a sophomore and 
averaged 11.3 points per game 
while improving on a consistent 
basis. The strong inside-outside 
presence will be joined by Jacob 
Ruth, who was as solid as a rock 
for South Webster during its 
strong tournament push. Ruth, in 
fact, scored the first five points 
of the contest in a 57-47 victory 
over Trimble during the Division 
IV District Semifinals — an effort 
that helped the Jeeps get to the 
stage that they desired.

“Shiloah always impresses me,” 
Cole said. “He’s a great athlete, 
but an even better leader, and 
that speaks volumes to the kind 
of player that he for us. Jacob is a 
strong leader. He’s really stepped 
up his game. He saw the shoes 
that he had to fill. He knew that 
(his time) was coming, and has 
really worked to get better this 
year.”

However, Ruth will be far 
from alone up in the backcourt. 
Devyn Coriell, who put together 
strong minutes against Clay in 
the Division IV, Athens I District 
Championship Game and helped 
engineer a late South Webster 
push that saw the Jeeps hold a 
one-point lead with less than 
three minutes to play in the con-
test, saw valuable minutes during 
the postseason push and will be a 
guard to track, especially consid-
ering the wingspan that Coriell 
has. To add onto those strong 
hands, Sam Holstein, who was 
one of three Scioto County play-
ers to be named as an OSSCA 
All-State soccer defender, brings 
another gritty, quick hand to an 
already strong backcourt.

“Devyn came in and made 
some big shots against Clay,” 
Cole said. “He played good 
defense, as well. He’s shown a lot 
of improvement over the summer. 
Andrew has seen some varsity 
minutes early on in the year, and 
he’s a really tough-nosed kid who 

Johnson’s Photos
The 2017 South Webster Jeeps.

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER HEIGHT
2 Markus Hagen 5-9
3 Jacob Ruth 5-9
4 Shiloah Blevins 6-5
21 Jacob Witter 6-3
24 Joe Edwards 6-3
10 Dawson Veach 5-10
1 Samuel Holstein 5-11
42 Dallas Copas 6-0
5 Andrew Smith 5-8
12 Braden Bockway 6-5
13 Levi Murphy 6-1
22 Devyn Coriell 6-0
11 Braden Martin 5-9

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
12/5 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
12/8 Waverly Home 6:00
12/9 South Point Away-Rio Grande 2:00
12/12 Valley Away 6:00
12/15 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
12/16 Notre Dame Home 6:00
12/19 Northwest Home 6:00
12/22 Oak Hill Away 6:00
12/30 New Boston Home 6:00
1/5 Minford Home 6:00
1/9 Wheelersburg Away 6:00
1/12 Waverly Away 6:00
1/16 Green Away 6:00
1/19 Valley Home 6:00
1/23 Jackson Home 6:00
1/26 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
1/27 Clay Home 6:00
1/30 East Home 6:00
2/2 Northwest Away 6:00
2/9 Oak Hill Home 6:00
2/13 Portsmouth Away 6:00
2/16 Minford Home 6:00

 

ROGER W. DAVIS 
FUNERAL HOME

CELEBRATING 52 YEARS 
OF SERVICE

Leichia and I are carrying 
on the Tradition of Serving 

our community that was 
set by my parents, 

Roger and Lillian Davis.

1310 3rd St, West 
Portsmouth, Ohio
Tel: 740-858-4100
www.rogerwdavis 
funeralhome.com

OH-70016446

Lawn & Garden Seeds
Fertilizers, Pet Food

Heater Repair

Portsmouth Feed & Supply
240 2nd Street, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662

Come In and Check Out All Our Specials

Phone 740-354-4025 
or 740-354-6537

OH-70016440

SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS

Loaded Lady Jeeps ready to make noise
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the years, it hasn’t 
seemed to matter who is on the 
South Webster girls basketball 
roster — because no matter who 
leaves, the Lady Jeeps always 
seem to reload, rather than 
rebuild.

This year, however, there’s no 
rebuilding mode necessary — 
which is a really scary thought 
considering that South Webster 
has had to replace a good portion 
of its lineup more often than not.

In 2017-2018, all five starters, 
including Morehead State signee 
Ellie Jo Johnson and two of the 
best shooters in the county in 

Madison Cook and Avery Zempt-
er, all return to head a Lady 
Jeeps unit that is hungry to get 
the postseason monkey — that 
monkey being Waterford — off of 
their backs.

“We got all of our starters 
back,” Johnson said. “We’ll miss 
Cheyenne Russell and Alicia Wat-
son, who came off of the bench 
and gave us great minutes, but 
we’ve got all five starters back, 
and they’re hungry. The season 
didn’t end how we wanted it 
to, with us losing in overtime 
against Waterford by one. The 
girls are hungry. They want it. 
We’re just hoping everybody 
stays healthy.”

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 South Webster Lady Jeeps.

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE HEIGHT POSITION
2 Ellie Jo Johnson 12 6-1 G/F
3 Karli Montgomery 11 5-3 G
4 Elizabeth Shupert 9 5-2 G
5 Kenzie Hornikel 10 5-3 G
10 Kaylee Hadinger 12 5-5 G
11 Maecee Johnson 9 5-8 G
12 Rose Stephens 10 5-4 G
14 Baylee Cox 10 5-11 F
15 Ile Barbarossa 12 5-7 G
20 Avery Zempter 12 5-9 G
21 Kelsi Montgomery 11 5-3 G
22 Adrianna Blanton 11 5-6 G
23 Taylor Rawlins 11 5-8 F
24 Madison Cook 11 5-10 F
32 Mariah Stonerock 10 5-8 F
33 Belle Musser 9 5-9 F
15 Nancy Stiles 9 5-7 G
24 Ashlynn Barker 9 5-3 G
20 Jessica Hanna 9 5-6 G

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME
11/25 Ripley Home 6:00
11/27 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
11/30 Waverly Home 6:00
12/4 Valley Away 6:00
12/7 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
12/9 Big E Classic Away-Fairland TBA
12/11 Northwest Home 6:00
12/14 Oak Hill Away 6:00
12/16 Portsmouth Home 1:00
1/18 Minford Home 6:00
1/21 Wheelersburg Away 6:00
1/28 Vinton County Away 6:00
1/4 Waverly Away 6:00
1/8 Valley Away 6:00
1/11 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
1/18 Northwest Away 6:00
1/20 South Point Home 6:00
1/22 New Boston Away 6:00
1/25 Oak Hill Home 6:00
1/29 Jackson Home 6:00
2/1 Minford Away 6:00
2/5 Clay Away 6:00

See LADY JEEPS | 16

See JEEPS | 16
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Wishing A Great Season To All Our 
Wonderful Athletes From 

All Of Us At Tim Short 

Southern Ohio's Newest 
Automotive Store

12th and O� nere Street, Portsmouth

740-250-2333

Southern Ohio's Newest 

SOUTH WEBSTER JEEPS

is a good shooter. Sam, after 
taking a year off, is coming back 
to play basketball. He’s a tough-
nosed defender and sees the floor 
well. He’s a strong body and is a 
welcome addition.”

On the low block, South Web-
ster boasts a frontline that will 
be as long as any team’s set of 
low-post players in the SOC II. 
In addition to Blevins’ 6-5 frame, 
Levi Murphy, who boasts an 
excellent set of low-post skills at 
6-1, will be joined by a “a pair of 
tough defenders and rebounders” 
in Josiah Edwards and Jacob Wit-

ter, who each bring 6-3 frames to 
the table. Lastly, there’s Braden 
Bockway, who, at 6-5, is capable 
of not only backing down oppo-
nents, but stepping out on the 
perimeter and knocking down 
the open jump shot.

“Levi will certainly be receiv-
ing time in the rotation alongside 
Jacob, who was a strong low-post 
and rebounding presence for the 
junior varsity squad last season,” 
Cole said. “He’s been practic-
ing with the varsity squad this 
year, too, so we’re really looking 
forward to having them both 
in there. Josiah looks like he’s 
put on 10 pounds of muscle this 

year. He’s a tough defender and 
a tough rebounder. Braden is 
tall. He plays wing, post, he can 
dribble, and he rebounds well. 
He’s just a great all-around player. 
It’s hard to call him a wing in a 
big guy’s body, but he is kind of 
like that.”

With a cast of characters 
who are talented and who have 
already had success in the lower 
ranks of the sport as well as in 
other disciplines, the Jeeps, with 
Cole at the helm, are certainly 
ready to make an impact that will 
prove that South Webster, even 
without strongholds Alek Blevins, 
Shane Zimmerman, and Matthew 

Shonkwiler, is a force to be reck-
oned with.

That, however, has always been 
the goal from Day One.

“We want to compete for the 
SOC II title, and make sure that 
we’re always giving 100 percent 
effort,” Cole said. “There’s always 
been a source of pride at South 
Webster to go as far as we can 
and make some noise when the 
tournament comes around. I’m 
sure everyone thinks that, but at 
South Webster, we really pride 
ourselves on that.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

The South Webster attack, 
which won six of its final eight 
games in 2016-17 before falling 
to Waterford in an overtime bat-
tle that went down to the wire, 
begins and ends with Johnson, an 
outstanding talent who can play 
all five positions and has a high 
IQ for each spot. Johnson aver-
aged 18.2 points, 10.7 rebounds, 
4.6 assists, and four steals per 
game en route to First-Team 
All-Southeast District and Third-
Team All-Ohio accolades after an 
outstanding season. Those stats, 
plus her impressive work with 
Team Ohio on the AAU scene, 
were big factors in Morehead 
State offering Johnson a full-ride 
scholarship that she ultimately 
signed on Nov. 8.

“Ellie Jo has been in the gym 
with me since she was a baby,” 
Johnson said. “I can remember 
when she was young. She’d walk 
up to me in the middle of a time-
out, pull on my shirt, and have a 
markerboard writing up a play. 
She’s always been around the 
game, and she loves it. It makes 
us extremely close just being 
together all of the time. I’m excit-
ed for her. Her dream, from the 
time that she was six years old, 
was to play Division I basketball, 
and that dream’s coming true. 
It’s going to be bittersweet, but I 
hope that she has a great senior 
year and, most of all, enjoys it.”

Johnson, however, is far from 
the only scoring threat on the 
team. Cook and Zempter, the 
former being an inside-outside 
scoring threat and the latter hold-
ing a perimeter game strikingly 
similar to former South Webster 
standout Cheyenne Weakley, 
each averaged in double-figures 
last season. The duo, who were 
Third-Team and Special Mention 
All-Southeast District honorees, 
respectively, are each plenty effec-
tive at spreading the floor, which 
proved to be huge for the Lady 
Jeeps down the season’s final 
stretch.

“They each have another year 
of experience,” Johnson said. 
“And these upperclassmen were 
really leaders for our team last 
year as sophomores and juniors 
on the court. With them, we 
don’t have to worry about ful-
filling leadership roles that are 
already filled. I’m just excited to 
have them back. They work well 
together. We had a great summer 
and did a lot of good things, and 
that’s carried over into our prac-
tices, which have been good. We 
fell right back into the groove. 
That’s always good.”

While Johnson will perform 
most of the ballhanding duties 
out front, the 6-2 standout has 
plenty of players around her that 
can take the load off from that 
standpoint.

The Montgomery twins, Karli 
and Kelsi, are each strong ball-

handlers who can make the open 
jump shot, while Rose Stephens 
is an excellent defensive player 
who plays so well on that end of 
the floor that her production “is 
like scoring for us,” according 
to Johnson. Adrianna Blanton, a 
5-6 guard with good length and 
quickness for her size, and Ken-
zie Hornikel, a Minford transfer, 
will also contribute. Down on the 
low block, Taylor Rawlins, a 5-8 
junior, and Baylee Cox, a 5-11 
sophomore, have shown plenty of 
promise throughout the offseason 
in Johnson’s eyes.

“Rose is a gritty guard that 
comes back from last year,” 
Johnson said. “She was huge for 
us defensively. Taylor can step 
inside and play for us. Karli and 
Kelsi have become better ball-
handlers, and can jump in and do 
different things for us. Adrianna 
saw playing time last year off of 
the bench, and is back, as well. 
Those five are solidly in the rota-
tion. Baylee is a sophomore who 
I believe will see a lot of playing 
time this year, Kenzie is a trans-
fer from Minford that we’ll add 
into the lineup, as well.”

With that depth — South Web-
ster could go as much as 12-deep 
during a game — along with the 
gauntlet of a schedule that the 
Jeeps will be playing in the SOC 
II ranks, the Jeeps certainly look 
like a team that, on paper, can 
make a deep tournament run.

“We are very blessed to be 

playing in the SOC II,” Johnson 
said. “That schedule just makes 
us better. Secondly, we’ll be able 
to get up and down the court 
a lot because of that depth. We 
have a lot of people who can 
come off of the bench and fulfill 
roles while giving people breaks. 
I’m excited and just ready to go.”

At the end of the day, however, 
the goals — winning the league, 
winning a district championship, 
and beating Waterford — will not 
change anytime soon, regardless 
of personnel.

“We always set our goals high,” 
Johnson said. “The first thing 
that we do as a team is to talk 
about what our goals are, and 
the goals are to do better than 
what we did last year. We’ve got 
a great SOC II league in place, 
and we’ve got great teams that 
we’re going to be playing. I love 
our league and I’d love to win the 
SOC II, but I like tournament 
time. Everything that we do is 
in preparation for that, and we 
have a great opportunity to make 
a deep tournament run because 
we are playing great teams, day 
in and day out, that will allow us 
to get ready for that tournament 
run. Hopefully, we can get back 
to where we were, if not further. 
And I’m not going to lie, we want 
Waterford, so hopefully, that will 
come to fruition.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

LADY JEEPS, from page 15

JEEPS, from page 14
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By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

The boys basketball team for 
the Valley Indians is hoping they 
can build off the bricks they 
laid last year, and get better as 
a team after suffering several 
close losses a year ago.

Head coach AJ Phillips has 
some simple expectations for 
his team if they hope to have a 
different look to their team this 
year.

“A few more wins obviously, 
hard work and dedication, and 
to bring back what Valley bas-
ketball is about,” Phillips said 
about what he hopes 2017 has 
to offer.

Phillips and his team have a 
lot of veterans returning to the 
group, including a trio of three 
seniors who expect to lead the 
charge for the Indians in their 
final year donning the purple 
and yellow.

Tucker Williams, Cayton 
Ruby, and Brady Likens are the 
leaders of the team. Williams 
was hurt early on in the year, 
which will pose a problem for 
Valley without him.

Still, that hasn’t stopped Wil-
liams from making his presence 
felt with his teammates.

“Tucker Williams has had a 
setback with injury,” Phillips 
said. “He had surgery on his 
shoulder the other day, so he’s 
been more of a coach and a 
leader in here in practice.”

Beyond those senior leaders, 
several other juniors will look to 
step up and make plays for the 
Indians as well.

Those eleventh graders for 
Valley are: Andrew Shope, Tan-
ner Cunningham, Tyler Mitch-
ell, Jared Morrow, and Colton 
Bower.

Behind those juniors are 
sophomores who will also com-
pete in Kayden Mollette, Mason 
Zaler, Connor Fell, and Trey 
Bratchett.

Don’t expect any one player 

to carry the workload each 
game under Phillips, however.

“Look for a little bit of every-
thing out of everybody,” Phillips 
said. “It’ll be done by commit-
tee, not just by a single person 
which is one thing we focus 
on here. Everybody’s got their 
role, so hopefully they can come 
through with it.”

Of course, the seniors will be 
the go-to guys because of their 
tenure.

“Cayton Ruby has stepped 
up and played really well for 
us, he’s played hard,” Phillips 
said. “Brady Likens is a great 
ballplayer, he just needs to stay 
focused. He’s got a great shot on 
him and a great ability to score. 
His biggest thing is defensive 
end, and that’s where we need 
him the most at.”

Defense is a point of empha-
sis for Phillips, who has an 
interesting take on that side of 
the ball.

“On defense, we’re going to 
try to turn up the intensity a 
little bit,” Phillips said. “Heavy 
ball pressure, and try to speed 
you up a little bit.”

Several teams from around 
the area enjoy playing at that 
faster pace offensively, which 
could play right into the hands 
of Valley.

With the ball in their hands 
on offense, the Indians want to 
play at a quick tempo but have 
no issues slowing down.

“Offensively, we want to get 
out and go and use our speed 
to help us out and benefit us,” 
Phillips said. “If we don’t have 
a shot, we’re going to slow it 
down and try to outexecute you. 
It might bore you to death on 
offense, but we’re going to get 
the shot we want to get.”

Early on, practice for Valley 
has created some challenges, 
especially with several players 
entering the year with injuries.

“They’ve been pretty difficult 
right now,” Phillips said about 

Valley basketball set to make a return
VALLEY INDIANS

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION 
12/5 Portsmouth West Away
12/8 Oak Hill Home
12/12 South Webster Home
12/15 Waverly Home
12/19 Minford Away
12/22 Northwest Away
12/30 Chesapeake Away-Ports.
1/5 Wheelersburg Home
1/9 Portsmouth West Home
1/12 Oak Hill Away
1/16 Eastern Away
1/19 South Webster Away
1/23 Notre Dame Home
1/26 Waverly Away
1/27 North Adams Home
1/30 Piketon Home
2/2 Minford Home
2/3 Peebles Away
2/6 Paint Valley Away
2/9 Northwest Home
2/10 Adena Away
2/16 Wheelersburg Away

See INDIANS | 20
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314 E. North St., Waverly, OH 45690

740.947.2313

6500 St. Rt. 348, Otway, Ohio 45657

740.372.4191

www.botkinhornbackfuneralhomes.com

60730836

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE HEIGHT
4 Maddie Wright 12 5-8
5 Brooklyn Buckle 10 5-4
10 Bre Call 10 5-6
11 Rylee Morrow 9 5-4
12 Natalie Buckle 9 5-1
22 Karsyn Conaway 10 5-6
23 Kaity Howard 11 5-6
31 Bailee Day 11 5-9
34 Chalee Hettinger 11 5-4
40 Izabell Logan 9 5-3
41 Nichole Gilliland 10 6-1
44 MacKenzie Wright 10 5-11
50 Billie Jennice 12 5-6
51 Hannah Conley 11 5-10

Lady Indians hope to make “headlines”
By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

As music artist Drake says 
in his hit song “Headlines” 
from 2011: “They saying I’m 
back, I’d agree with that.”

The Valley Indians girls 
basketball team hopes they’ll 
be back and improved from a 
5-18 record last year.

Senior Maddie Wright 
expects to be a leader for 
Valley this season, and will 
be using the famous Drizzy 
song to hype herself up 
before basketball games.

Wright says the Indians 
look to be stronger than in 
the 2016 campaign.

“I think that this year 
we’ll be much better than we 
were last year,” Wright said. 
“Much improved, we have an 
older team now and not as 
much younger girls.”

Wright is one of two 
seniors, joined alongside Bil-
lie Jennice. Valley also has 
four juniors: Kaity Howard, 
Bailee Day, Chalee Hettinger, 
and Hannah Conley.

With six upperclassmen, 
the Indians also come with 
eight underclassmen in what 
is still a very young roster. 
The difference this year? 
Experience.

“We’re all going to rely on 
our experience we had from 

last year,” head coach Mark 
Merritt said. “Hopefully 
that will lead to our success, 
because I really do think 
we’ve gotten better.”

“The girls have really been 
working hard. The attitude is 
tremendous, and they seem 
to be taking our coaching at 
heart. Overall, I see a lot of 
improvement in my girls and 
I’m looking forward to this 
season.”

One aspect Valley looks to 
improve on is controlling the 
ball.

“With a team that aver-
aged 26 turnovers a game 
last year, we certainly have 
to improve on that if our suc-
cess is going to be there,” 
Merritt said. “We’ve had 
several scrimmages this year 
and we’ve played some tough 
competition. It seemed like 
we’re taking care of the ball a 
little bit better, and our court 
awareness is a lot better.”

Wright agrees with her 
head coach that the offense 
has been improved.

“I think we’ve been better 
on turnovers and passing,” 
the 5-foot-8 senior said.

Beyond Wright, Merritt is 
looking for big things from 
sophomore Bre Call after a 
superb freshman year.

Patrick Phillips
The 2017 Valley Lady Indians.

VALLEY INDIANS

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION 
11/25 Hunt. Ross Away
11/27 Portsmouth West Away
11/30 Oak Hill Home
12/2 Coal Grove Away
12/4 South Webster Home
12/7 Waverly Home
12/9 New Boston Away
12/11 Minford Away
12/14 Northwest Away
12/18 Wheelersburg Home
12/21 Portsmouth West Home
12/28 Clay Home
1/4 Oak Hill Away
1/6 Adena Home
1/8 South Webster Away
1/11 Waverly Away
1/18 Minford Home
1/20 Ironton Home
1/25 Northwest Home
1/29 Notre Dame Home
2/1 Wheelersburg Away
2/5 Eastern Home

See LADY INDIANS | 20

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER HEIGHT GRaDE
1 Cayton Ruby 6-3 Sr.
2 Brady Lykins 6-1 Sr.
3 Andrew Shope 6-0 Jr.
5 Tucker Williams 6-3 Sr.
10 Tyler Mitchell 6-1 Jr.
11 Jared Morrow 5-11 Jr.
12 Kayden Mollette 5-10 So.
13 Connor Fell 6-0 So.
21 Mason Zaler 6-5 So.
23 Tanner Cunningham 6-1 Jr.
25 Kolton Bauer 6-3 Jr.
32 Tre Bratchett 6-2 So.

Patrick Phillips
The 2017-2018 Valley Indians
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“She was our leading scor-
er, but she also had trouble 
handling the ball,” Merritt 
said. “We’re hoping with that 
maturity she’s having right 
now that that’ll improve.”

Conley is a player that 
Merritt expects to rely on 
for scoring throughout the 
season, and Hettinger could 
also provide a spark with her 
ability as well.

Along with them, Howard 
is another name to remember 
for the Indians with some 
seasoning under her belt 
from the past year.

“She’s got two years of 
experience, so hopefully 
everything on her part of the 
game will improve,” Merritt 
said about his 5-foot-6 junior.

While last year was a learn-
ing experience, it offered 
numerous players a chance 
to grow and Merritt hopes 

those girls will be able to 
thrive this year.

Even players who come 
off the bench could make an 
impact for Valley.

“We’ve also got some 
sophomores who played in a 
backup role [as freshman], 
Karsyn Conaway and Brook-
lyn Buckle,” Merritt said.

The coach expects Jennice, 
sophomore Nichole Gilliland, 
and freshman Izabell Logan, 
Natalie Buckle, and Rylee 
Morrow to give the Indians a 
lift in a reserve role.

5-foot-11 sophomore MacK-
enzie Wright suffered an 
injury in practice, but could 
help her team in a major way 
if she is able to return.

“We just lost her the other 
day with an ACL injury,” 
Merritt said.

All in all, Merritt believes 
Valley has what it takes to 
surprise some SOC schools 
this season with their 

improvement.
“I really feel like we’re 

going to do better than 5-18 
this year, and that’s one of 
our goals,” Merritt said. 
“We just want to improve on 
our season and also have a 
decent tournament run.”

Wright thinks the bond 
that her and her teammates 
share could be big in helping 
the Indians make strides this 
season, which is one of her 
goals for the team.

“We’re a close-knit team, 
we’re very close and I think 
it’ll help,” Wright said. “I 
hope we win more than five 
games, and I hope to improve 
overall as a team.”

Worth noting is the Indians 
will move down from division 
three to division four, though 
the switch will still present a 
tough task for Valley night in 
and night out.

“We’re moving down to 
division four and hope to 

have a couple tournament 
wins,” Merritt said. “I under-
stand that division four is 
just as tough as three, so 
we’ve got our work cut out 
for us through the regular 
season and also in tourna-
ment time.”

Not only is the division 
tough, but the conference 
expects to be rigorous as 
well.

“Obviously the SOC sched-
ule is tough,” Merritt said. 
“You’ve got three teams right 
there that can win the SOC 
in Minford, Wheelersburg, 
and Oak Hill. South Webster 
is also going to be up there.”

“It’s a pretty tough sched-
ule, so we should be experi-
enced by the time the end of 
the season rolls around.”

The Indians will open their 
season Nov. 27 at Ports-
mouth West, hoping to make 
some headlines of their own.

VALLEY INDIANS

practice. “We’ve got kids coming 
off football injuries, and we’ve 
got some kids out of shape.”

“If we’re going to play with 
that speed, with that type of 
intensity on defense, then we’re 
going to have to get in shape 
and the kids know that and 
they’re on board with it.”

Thought practice has been 
rigorous, the Indians know it’s 
all a part of the process if they 
hope to make some noise on the 
court this year.

“They know it’s tiring, but 
just like us we’re hoping it’s 
going to pay off in the long run,” 
Phillips said.

While Valley has learned a lot 
the hard way in practice, they 
will really get tested in games, 
which is all part of the plan 
according to Phillips.

“We schedule some tough 
teams on purpose,” Phillips said. 
“We want to get ourselves ready 
for conference and the tourna-
ment ahead, so we’ve put up a 
tough schedule on purpose and 

that’s to prepare us.”
“We’ve got some big out of 

conference games scheduled. 
We’ve got the seven-footer from 
Paint Valley again, and we’ve 
got Notre Dame on the sched-
ule who beat us in a tough one 
down there last year.”

Phillips hasn’t forgotten about 
some of those tough losses his 
team endured last year.

“Piketon beat us at the end 
of the game last year,” Phil-
lips said. “Peebles beat us in 
the fourth quarter last year, so 
some big games we’ve got some 
revenge to make up this year.”

Both the Redstreaks and 
Indians are on the schedule, 
and of course the SOC slate is 
tough too. Phillips is hoping 
the early games will help get his 
Indians ready for the conference 
schedule.

“It’s going to prepare us 
all the way around,” Phillips 
said. “Paint Valley with (Dylan 
Swingle) prepares us for Oak 
Hill and Wheelersburg now with 
the big kids they have, so that’s 
great preparation.”

INDIANS, from page 18

LADY INDIANS, from page 19 Hafer takes the wheel
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Establishing success, espe-
cially in the SOC II, can be an 
uphill battle.

And over the past 20 years, 
the climb has certainly been an 
uphill one for the West Sena-
tors.

However, climbing the ladder 
isn’t impossible — especially 
when one has seen and dealt 
with the same kids over the past 
six years.

After rising up through the 
basketball coaching ranks at 
West — first, as a junior high 
head coach, then, as a varsity 
assistant — Bill Hafer will get 
the chance to guide the Sena-
tors’ ship as the 36-year old will 
commence his first season as a 
head coach this winter — with 
the very kids that he’s watched 
and coached since those same 
youths were 12 and 13 years 
old.

Could that continuity lead to 
team success that hasn’t been 
seen since 1998? Only time will 
tell.

“We have to replace three 
starters, and that will be dif-
ficult to do,” Hafer said. “Tre 
Patrick and Buster Boggs, espe-
cially, will be difficult to replace. 
However, LT Maynard and 
Jordan Frasure are returning 
starters, Dylan Bradford played 
quite a bit, and Jessie Johnson 
and Blaine Weaver got some 
minutes last year. We’re going to 
be fine.”

It certainly helps that most of 
those returnees, in addition to 
seeing plenty of minutes out on 
the floor, are of the experienced 
type. Bradford and Maynard, 
who have also starred on the 
football field and on the base-
ball diamond, respectively, will 
handle much of the load in the 
backcourt, while Josh Berry 

adds speed and top-notch physi-
cal and mental toughness to an 
upperclassmen-laden area.

“Dylan and LT will be the 
lead guards,” Hafer said. “Every-
thing’s going to flow through 
them. They are important to 
us. We have some pretty good 
shooters on the outside, also, 
but those two are really going 
to be key. Josh will be critical 
once he comes back from (the 
broken collarbone). As soon as 
he’s healthy, he’ll be seeing time 
on the court.”

In the frontcourt, Frasure, 
who brings great length to the 
table, returns to head a strong 
frontcourt, while Weaver, who 
made tremendous strides on 
the football field in 2017, will 
join him in the starting rotation. 
Hunter Blackler, a returning 
letterman, and Gabe Skaggs, 
who is a lumbering big like 
Blackler and a gritty hand that 
also made excellent strides on 
the gridiron, will back Frasure 
and Weaver up. Brandon Moore, 
a junior forward, also returns to 
give West plenty of depth in the 
frontcourt.

“Blaine and Jordan will be 
playing as much as they can 
stand, more or less,” Hafer said. 
“They’ll both be big. Hunter 
Blackler and Gabe Skaggs will 
back them up, and will play vital 
roles off of the bench for us.”

As has been the case for most 
West units, size has been the 
biggest obstacle for the Sena-
tors as Bradford, Johnson, and 
Weaver — who are each listed 
at 6-2 — are the tallest players 
on Hafer’s roster. It helps, how-
ever, that Weaver, along with 
Moore, have been mentioned 
as two of the players who have 
made the biggest strides during 
the offseason, and that, along 
with the fire that West always 
brings, could very well make up 
for much of what the Senators 

lack in height.
“Blaine has had a huge offsea-

son,” Hafer said. “He’s built up 
and built up and built up some 
more. We believe that he will 
hit his stride this year. Jordan’s 
been coming out of his shell, 
and Brandon Moore should have 
a big year, also.”

With the amount of depth 
that West has available at the 
guard positions, the Senators 
also have the ability to get out 
and run in transition, which will 
be a big point of emphasis for 
Hafer’s club. However, the first-
year head coach wants his play-
ers to run when the opportunity 
is there, instead of forcing the 
action when it’s not. Much of 
that action, obviously, will be 
centered around its defensive 
intensity. There, Hafer plans to 
employ a man-to-man look.

“I’ve told the guys from sev-
enth grade to now that the same 
player is our go-to player, and 
that is the open man,” Hafer 
said. “We just pass the ball 
and look for the best shot that 
we can get. Defensively, I lean 
more towards man, but we will 

try some zone. “Man-to-man 
is your base. It has to be. We’ll 
kind of take it from there after 
that, and do whatever we have 
to do. Sometimes, it’s harder 
to box out of a zone then when 
you play man, so that factors 
into it.”

Ultimately, Hafer believes 
that the Senators have the talent 
and depth that can give the vast 
majority of programs a run for 
their money. West, however, will 
have to compete if the Senators 
want to begin to turn the page 
for a basketball program that is 
going on two decades since its 
last appearance at the Convo.

“We are looking to compete 
every night,” Hafer said. “We 
have been a dangerous team 
in the past. We just want to be 
more consistent this year and 
try to get as many wins as we 
can. The No. 1 goal is to win a 
sectional title and get back to 
the Convo. If we get that, that 
will kind of springboard every-
body else, and that’ll be great 
for the program.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

Senators ready to turn tide

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 West Senators.

WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS

BOyS ROSTER
PLayER GRaDE HEIGHT POSITION
Hunter Blacker 12 6-1 F
Jordan Frasure 12 6-1 F
LT Maynard 12 6-0 G
Blaine Weaver 12 6-2 G
Brandon Moore 12 6-1 F
Jesse Johnson 11 6-2 G
Dylan Bradford 11 6-2 G
Josh Berry 11 5-10 G
Gabe Skaggs 11 5-9 F
Isaiah Norman 11 6-0 G
Brennan Bauer 10 5-11 F
Nick Davis 10 6-0 G
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MARK HUNTER, CSRM
837 6th Street, Portsmouth, OH

(740) 354-3124
mark.hunter@hunterwilliamsins.com
www.hunterwilliamsinsurance.com

60730561
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WEST PORTSMOUTH SENATORS

Claytor, West looking to build with White, solid core
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the past decade, the girls 
basketball program at West has 
always been competitive, even if 
the results haven’t always gone 
the way of the Lady Senators.

However, with each of West’s 
top five scorers returning from 
last year — including the return 
of All-Ohio honoree Makayla 
White — and the improvement of 
girls such as Emily Sissel, among 
others, Jason Claytor believes 
that his Lady Senators can give 
anybody a run for their money.

“We return our top five scorers 
from last year, so we bring back 
the bulk of our scoring load,” 
Claytor said. “I definitely think 
if things go our way, we can 
compete with anybody on our 
schedule.”

At the guard position, West 
is certainly in good hands with 

five strong guards who can each 
knock down their fair share of 
perimeter jump shots.

White, who obtained Third-
Team All-Southeast District 
honors in addition to her All-Ohio 
accolades in 2016-17, is an out-
standing two-way player as evi-
denced by the 12.8 points, seven 
rebounds, 3.6 steals, and 2.9 
assists per contest, which were 
all team-highs, while Madison 
Compton, a fellow classmate of 
White’s, joins the 5-6 dynamo in 
the backcourt as the three-sport 
athlete brings eight points, 5.6 
rebounds, and 1.8 steals per game 
to the table. Jordyn Swords, who 
notched 6.3 points per contest on 
33 percent shooting, is “a great 
shooter” according to Claytor, 
and Breanna Bricker brings a 
gritty defensive element to the 
Lady Senators that the second-
year leader certainly welcomes.

“It’s a good problem to have 

when you have the lead guard 
situation taken care of,” Claytor 
said. “We know what we’re doing 
there.”

However, the depth at the 
guard positions doesn’t stop 
there. Emily Sissel, a sophomore 
who played in just 11 of the 
team’s 23 games last season, 
certainly is the least experienced 
of the returnees as far as playing 
time is concerned. However, as 
of the present day, it is Sissel 
that has arguably made the most 
improvements in her game — so 
much so, in fact, that Claytor 
says the sophomore could be the 
team’s “X-factor” going forward.

“Emma didn’t get any signifi-

cant varsity minutes last year, but 
she has really come along for 
us over the offseason,” Claytor 
said. “She’s going to play a lot 
for us. She is a good shooter who 
can spread the floor a little bit 
and create some space. She’s a 
wildcard. There’s not a lot of film 
on her. She’s capable of making 
plays, and she’s going to get a lot 
of time in the rotation.

While the guard depth is 
certainly there, the low-post 
depth will be a work in progress 
throughout the season. Morgan 
Rigsby, a promising sophomore 
who averaged 4.1 points and 6.3 
rebounds per contest, returns to 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 West Lady Senators.

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE HEIGHT POS.
1 Breanna Bricker 11 5-6 G
5 Madison Compton 12 5-6 G
10 Jordyn Swords 11 5-3 G
14 Taylor Coleman 12 5-4 F
15 Abbi Pack 10 5-8 F
20 Emily Sissel 10 5-5 G
23 Makayla White 12 5-6 G
30 Mackenzie Boggs 9 5-8 C
33 Morgan Rigsby 10 5-8 F
44 Hannah Holsinger 12 5-8 C

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/27 Valley Home 7:30
11/30 Northwest Away 7:30
12/7 Minford Home 7:30
12/11 South Webster Away 7:30
12/14 Oak Hill Home 7:30
12/16 Wheelersburg Away 7:30
12/18 Waverly Home 7:30
12/21 Valley Away 7:30
12/28 Ripley Holiday Tournament Away TBA
12/30 Ripley Holiday Tournament Away TBA
1/4 Northwest Home 7:30
1/8 Minford Home 7:30
1/11 South Webster Home 7:30
1/15 Rock Hill Away 7:30
1/18 Oak Hill Away 7:30
1/20 Westfall Adena Away 1:00
1/22 Adena Home 7:30
1/25 Wheelersburg Home 7:30
1/27 Georgetown Away 3:00
1/29 Green Home 7:30
2/1 Waverly Away 7:30
2/5 Symmes Valley Home 7:30

NORTHWEST MOHAWKS

Mohawks top heavy wit h seniors
By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

When the Northwest Mohawks 
boys basketball team takes the 
floor, they’ll do it with a lot of 
returning experience.

The Mohawks have a number 
of seniors on their roster, and a 
nice blend of athletes who got 
accustomed to winning in their 
respective fall sports.

“We’ve got a lot of senior lead-
ership,” Northwest head coach 
Jason Smith said. “I’ve got seven 
seniors and some great young 
kids to really push them for play-
ing time.”

“I think we can make a lot 
of noise this year, I think we’re 
going to be really competitive.”

Of course, those seniors will be 
major keys to the success of the 
Mohawks.

“It means a lot, because a lot of 
them are four year varsity start-
ers,” Smith said. “They’ve been 
through it, they’ve had a lot of 
ups and downs, a lot of losing.”

“They’re really focused and 
driven to have a lot of success 
this year, and I think with the 
work we’ve put in, we’re going to 
surprise a lot of teams.”

With several players who 
participated in either soccer or 
football (in Billy Crabtree’s case, 
both) Northwest looks to be well 
equipped with the conditioning 
they’ll need to run Smith’s style 
of play.

“This season, I feel like I’m 
about nine or ten deep, which 
I’ve never had before,” Smith 
said. “We can really play different 
styles, it depends on who I have 
in. I look for a lot of press, and a 
lot of running.”

Mason Campbell will be the 
floor general at point guard for 
the Mohawks, and is excited to 
hit the floor running after a big 
year in soccer.

“After going through soccer 
season and having so much suc-
cess there, coming in to basket-
ball we’re hoping for the same 

result ultimately,” Campbell said.
Smith had high praise for his 

senior.
“That’s the little engine that 

could,” Smith said about Camp-
bell. “He keeps everything going, 
and he’ll control the tempo for 
us.”

“I look for major things from 
Mason, I think he’s going to be 
one of the best point guards in 
the conference.”

Campbell will control the 
team, but another senior in Kyle 
Leslie will determine just how 
far Northwest can take things 
this season according to the head 
coach.

“We’re going to go as far as 
Kyle Leslie,” Smith said. “That’s 
our big guy in the middle, we’ve 
got to get him going.”

“He’s a four-year starter, and 
a great kid on and off the floor. 
Straight-A student, and every-
thing he does he does it the right 
way.”

Leslie hopes he can shake 
things up when his team hits the 
floor, and change the outlook of 
the Northwest basketball pro-
gram.

“I’m ready to change it around 
and get some wins and really 
dominate the season,” Leslie said.

He added the hopes to “try to 
get [his] name out there and do 
the best I can for my team and 
really put us up there.”

Among the other seniors, 
Smith calls Dustin Taylor “a 
great shooter” and hopes to get a 
defensive lift from Hunter Berry, 
calling Berry his “best defender.”

Beyond that, Smith sees a 
bright future in sophomore Billy 
Crabtree as well.

“I’m really excited about what 
he can do,” Smith said. “He’s 
6-foot-3 and he really gets to 
the basket well, he slashes and 
drives.”

Smith hopes to employ a fast 
paced attack on both offense and 
defense.

“My goal right now is I want 

Ben Spicer | Daily Times
The 2017 Northwest Mohawks.

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE HEIGHT
1 Billy Crabtree 10 6-2
2 Chase McClay 11 6-1
4 Evan Throckmorton 11 6-0
5 Mason Campbell 12 5-8
10 Timmy Emmons 10 6-2
11 Tyler Webb 12 5-11
12 Braden Taylor 11 6-1
14 Dustin Taylor 12 6-0
20 Garrett Rowe 12 6-2
24 Kyle Leslie 12 6-4
32 Hunter Berry 12 5-10
33 Kaleb Smith 12 6-0
34 Brandon Hobbs 11 6-4

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/1 New Boston Home 6:00
12/2 Clay Away 6:00
12/5 Minford Home 6:00
12/8 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
12/12 Waverly Away 6:00
12/15 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
12/19 South Webster Away 6:00
12/22 Valley Home 6:00
1/2 Huntington Ross Home 6:00
1/5 Oak Hill Home 6:00
1/9 Minford Away 6:00
1/12 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
1/16 Whiteoak Home 6:00
1/19 Waverly Home 6:00
1/23 East Away 6:00
1/26 Wheelersburg Away 6:00
2/2 South Webster Home 6:00
2/6 West Union Home 6:00
2/9 Valley Away 6:00
2/13 North Adams Home 6:00
2/16 Oak Hill Away 6:00
2/17 Ironton Away 3:00

See LADY SENATORS | 25

See MOHAWKS | 25
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NORTHWEST MOHAWKS

Young Northwest girls team set to make noise
By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

The 2017 Lady Mohawks of 
Northwest might be young, but 
they’re setting out to surprise a lot 
of their competitors this year.

Back as head coach after taking 
over midway through the season 
last year, Dave Frantz likes what 
he has seen from his team despite 
their youth.

“We’re a very young team this 
year, but the outlook is good,” 
Frantz said. “I’ve got about 13 girls, 
and they’re all working hard.”

“We don’t pay attention to age 
because right now I have two or 
three young girls that are in the 
starting lineup. So, the outlook is 
pretty good and it’s looking even 
better for the future.”

The constant of the club will 
be seniors Abby Baer and Magen 
McClurg, who are stepping up in 

practice to help shape the younger 
players and give them more experi-
ence.

“They’re very vital,” Frantz said 
about his seniors. “They both run 
track for me, and we started back 
then working on leadership skills.”

“They have done a great job too 
and it’s because they have to keep 
it together for our younger girls 
to get it together. They have been 
great leaders, and that’s very key to 
the success of this team.”

Both Baer and McClurg are rar-
ing to get going this year, and have 
provided a lift to their teammates 
in terms of encouragement.

“Being the only returning senior 
from last season is a really big deal 
to be a leader of the team, and 
actually be the big sister to every-
body,” Baer said. “There’s only 
two seniors this year, so we’ve got 
to work really hard to be leaders 
and show the other girls what to 

do and just be there for them. Not 
necessarily just in basketball, but in 
life too.”

For McClurg, she’s still trying 
to believe that it’s actually her last 
year in high school, but has liked 
what she’s seen from her team thus 
far.

“I feel like it’s not real, like 
I shouldn’t even be a senior,” 
McClurg said. “They’re pretty good 
to lead, they listen well and they’re 
coachable.”

“I think it’s going to be a pretty 
good season. We have a bunch 
of young girls, but they’re pretty 
tough. Tougher than what the nor-
mal freshman would be, and they’re 

just as good as the older girls.”
Like most high school teams, 

the Mohawks hope they can get 
out and run in the open floor when 
they have the ball in their hands.

“Right now, in a halfcourt 
offense we’ve been struggling a 
little bit, but in transition we’ve 
been doing well finding the open 
holes,” Frantz said.

“The philosophy is move the 
ball, move. We don’t like to be com-
placent, we like to get up and down 
the court and run.”

When Northwest is on defense, 
Frantz will try and play a very 
physical style of basketball.

Ben Spicer | Daily Times
The 2017 Northwest Lady Mohawks.

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE
3 Terah Webb 9
4 Rachel Powell 10
10 Valerie Eury 9
12 Skylar Patty 11
13 Haidyn Wamsley 9
14 Sydnie Jenkins 11
20 Keirah Potts 10
22 Ellie Curtis 9
23 Skylar Lebrun 11
24 Magen McClurg 12
32 Abby Baer 12
34 Lexi Throckmorton 9
44 Makayla Boehm 11

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/27 Minford Home 6:00
11/30 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
12/4 Waverly Away 6:00
12/7 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
12/11 South Wesbter Away 6:00
12/14 Valley Home 6:00
12/18 Oak Hill Home 6:00
12/21 Minford Away 6:00
12/30 Piketon Home 12:00
1/4 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
1/8 Waverly Home 6:00
1/11 Wheelerbsurg Away 6:00
1/15 North Adams Away 6:00
1/17 Portsmouth Away 6:00
1/18 South Webster Home 6:00
1/22 Whiteoak Away 6:00
1/24 Notre Dame Home 6:00
1/25 Valley Away 6:00
1/27 Eastern Home 12:00
1/29 Clay Home 6:00
1/1 Oak Hill Away 6:00
1/5 West Union Home 6:00
1/8 East Home 6:00

Understandably, the Mohawks are still 
ironing out some kinks thus far in practice.

“Defensively right now, I’m not where 
I want to be in that I like to get up in your 
face with man-to-man defense,” Frantz 
said. “We’re getting better there, but we’re 
still working with some helpside defense 
issues.”

While Baer and McClurg are the unques-
tioned leaders, Frantz is really expecting big 
things from every member of the team.

He says juniors Skylar Patty and Sydnie 
Jenkins had great summers, and that Skylar 
Lebrun is returning from a knee injury.

“She’s looking better every day, just try-
ing to get the confidence back with that 
knee,” Frantz said about Lebrun.

Junior Makayla Boehm is also competing 
for minutes as well.

Frantz sees sophomore Keirah Potts as 
either a starter or the first off the bench. 
“She’s going to be a great addition,” Frantz 
said.

Potts and Rachel Powell are the only two 
tenth graders on the team, though Powell 
will be unable to play this season.

“She’s been to every practice, she’s with 
us in heart and leadership and she’s going 
to help out,” Frantz said.

Northwest has five freshman looking to 
see the floor as well.

Haidyn Wamsley has been impressive 
running the show for Frantz so far. The 
5-foot-8 freshman is “probably starting 
point guard as of right now” according to 
the head coach.

In the post, Valerie Eury will offer some 
relief as the second tallest player on the 
roster.

Frantz said Eury is “probably one of the 

toughest kids, and she’s playing inside.”
One to watch for is Ellie Curtis, who 

Frantz says has a “motor and a half.”
“If I can keep her out of foul trouble, she’s 

going to be great,” Frantz said.
Rounding out the freshman, Frantz feels 

Terah Webb is “a very good athlete” and 
Lexi Throckmorton “always goes hard at 
it.”

With a young team, a lot of the burden 
will placed on the shoulders of Baer and 
McClurg as seniors. That hasn’t stopped the 
two from wishing for the best in their final 
year as Mohawks.

“I’m hoping for my best season of all the 
three years I’ve played basketball,” McClurg 
said. “I’m hoping this is the best one yet, 
because this is the one I’ll remember of all 
of them.”

Baer wants to see her team make it far 
down the line, and try to surprise some 
teams in the conference.

“I would love for us to try and get the 
SOC,” Baer said. “It’s going to be hard, 
we’ve got some very big competitors in our 
SOC this year, but I think we have a good 
chance to compete with some teams.”

Northwest doesn’t get any easy games to 
start the year, opening up on Nov. 27 with 
the Falcons of Minford.

“Minford probably looks the toughest, 
and that’s who we open up with,” Frantz 
said. “They’re led by Erin Daniels, who 
signed with Ashland University the other 
day. She’s a real good girl, a good athlete 
and a good kid.”

Facing a tough opening matchup, Frantz 
still thinks his team could surprise this sea-
son along the way.

“I’m still confident that we’re going to get 
some W’s and try to come up and surprise 
some people,” Frantz said.

to get up and down and score a lot of points,” 
Smith said. “Make or miss, I want to run. I’ve got 
guys that can shoot, and I want to spread the floor 
because that helps out Kyle.”

On defense, Northwest has some work to do, but 
Smith thinks that with some work they could be 
playing his brand of basketball.

“I’m a perfectionist, we can always improve on 
defense,” Smith said. “We need to talk more, box 
out better, slide our feet more.”

If the vision turns out to be a success, Smith has 
set high goals for what his Mohawks can accom-
plish this year.

“To compete for an SOC title, that’s my goal 
every year,” Smith said. “We haven’t done it in 20 
years, so with these senior guys it would be perfect 
to do it this season.”

Campbell hopes to add to that, and reach an even 
bigger stage.

“One of my goals is for the whole four years 
would be to make it to the Convo, so hopefully this 
year we’ll get to make it to the Convo,” Campbell 
said.

The journey will get started on Dec. 1 when 
Northwest hosts New Boston at home. No doubt, 
the Mohawks are looking to make some noise early 
in front of what expects to be a packed house.

“We have one of the bigger gyms in the county, 
so it really feels good whenever you can see people 
up in the top part of the stands watching,” Leslie 
said.

Smith is excited about what’s to come at home 
games after seeing the support that the soccer and 
football teams received this season.

“I look for a lot of people to be here and really 
support these guys,” Smith said. “They should be 
here because the kids work extremely hard and 
they’re going to put on a good show.”

anchor the frontline, but Abby 
Pack, the only other returnee for 
West at the forward slots, is out 
after coming off of knee surgery. 
This means that seniors Taylor 
Coleman and Hannah Holsinger, 
along with freshman Mackenzie 
Boggs, will have to step up and 
provide the Lady Senators with 
crucial minutes in the low post.

“Morgan will do good things 
for us,” Claytor said. “She’s more 
comfortable out away from the 
basket from 12 to 15 feet, so 
hopefully, we can use her to draw 
opposing post players out a little 
bit, which will create more space 

for our offense. Abby is coming 
off of knee surgery and she’ll be 
out until the end of January, but 
once she comes back, she’ll give 
us another bigger body to throw 
in there and give us more depth.”

So with a number of strong 
guards at his disposal, it only 
makes sense for West to run, run 
and run some more — which is 
where Claytor believes his Lady 
Senators are at their best.

“Offensively, we’re going to get 
it up and down the floor,” Claytor 
said. “So far, we’ve struggled at 
times in the halfcourt setting, so 
we’ve got out and run the floor, 
and we’ve looked good there. 
We’ve really worked on getting 

out and running. Our speed looks 
good. I like our speed. If we can 
get up-and-down offensively, I like 
our chances.”

And in order to compete in the 
grit-and-grind environment that 
is the SOC II, the Lady Senators 
will have to do just that if West 
wants to maximize its potential.

“It’s the SOC II,” Claytor said. 
“It’s a grind every night. There’s 
no days off, no nights off. If you 
don’t bring your A-game, you 
can forget it. If you don’t come 
to play, you’re going to walk out 
every night and get beat by 30 or 
40 points. Minford is definitely 
the class of the league this year. 
Then, with South Webster, 

nobody has an answer for Ellie 
Jo. Her and Maddie (Cook) bring 
good size to the table. ‘Burg’s 
‘Burg. (Dusty) Spradlin does a 
nice job down there, and they 
know how to play the game, 
no doubt about it. Their girls 
are really good. Valley’s good. 
They’ve got size. They beat us 
twice by a combined eight points 
last year. Oak Hill and Northwest 
are always competitive, too. As 
for us, I believe that we can be 
very competitive. The league, as 
a whole, will be very competi-
tive.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

LADY SENATORS, from page 22

MOHAWKS, from page 23

NORTHWEST MOHAWKS

LADY MOHAWKS, from page 24
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CLAY PANTHERS

Panthers setting bar high
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

In the world of sports, play-
ers and coaches always strive 
to better themselves each 
game and every season.

For the Clay Panthers boys 
basketball team, the bar has 
been set pretty high entering 
this season after a trip to the 
elite eight in last season’s state 
tournament.

With several graduating 
players from the roster last 
year, there will be new names 
contributing for Clay this year 
and a chance to shine once 
again.

“Guys want to be in that 
spot, they want to be the ones 
that are able to take advantage 
of those different opportuni-
ties they get,” Panthers head 
coach Adam Betten said. 
“They’re ready for their turn 
to step up, but they’re also 
realizing how hard it was.”

Clay returns only one 
starter from last season’s 
team in Caleb Cline. Cline has 
embraced his new role as a 
leader for the Panthers in his 
final year with the team.

“We have a lot of shoes to 
fill,” Cline said. “I realize now 
that it’s my last year, I’ve got to 
step up and I’ve got to do great 
things for this community.”

The Panthers have four 
seniors on the roster, but Cline 

is the only one with a lot of 
actual experience in terms of 
playing on a big stage.

Joining Cline for one last 
go-around are Teddy McCall, 
Brandon Williams, and Jacob 
Wellman. Each of the four 
players bring something 
unique to the team in terms of 
what they offer.

McCall split time between 
JV and varsity last season, and 
has come into a leadership role 
along with Cline.

“He’s a tremendous leader 
for us, and does a lot of the 
hustle things in practice,” 
Betten said. “He goes after 
rebounds and can shoot the 
ball pretty well.”

Williams is recovering from 
a knee injury, but is expected 
to be back as the season gets 
underway. Betten has high 
hopes for what the guard 
can bring with him when he 
returns.

“He played half the season 
last year before he tore his 
ACL, so we’re expecting him 
to come back,” Betten said on 
Williams. “He brings a lot of 
quickness to our squad when 
he does come back and a lot 
more depth to our guard posi-
tion.”

Like McCall, Wellman also 
split time between the JV and 
varsity teams last year. His 
size and presence in the post is 
what his coach is most looking 

Impressive Studios
The 2017-2018 clay Panthers.

forward to.
“He’s another big guy for 

us inside,” Betten said. “He’s 
going to have to help us with 
rebounding, blocking out, 
playing defense, and blocking 
shots. He’s also going to have 
to help us in the paint offen-
sively, we’ve got to go to him a 
little bit.”

Of course, Cline will be the 
name to remember this season 
for Clay.

The Panthers have looked 
to Cline in practice for leader-
ship, and expect to rely on him 
a lot over the course of the 
year.

“He’s been around, and the 
guys kind of look to him,” 

Betten said. “He’s kind of the 
leader, the guy that calms 
everybody down.”

“He’s been in those situa-
tions, he’s been in the pace and 
experienced the success. He’s 
one of the only ones from last 
year that got a lot of playing 
time, so he’s great to have. He 
takes care of the younger guys 
and we’re building up from 
there.”

Cline realizes that there 
are a lot of young players on 
the team, but he still thinks 
this could be another special 
season for Clay. He has already 
set lofty goals for himself and 
his team.

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/1 Paint Valley Home 6:00
12/2 Northwest Home 6:00
12/5 East Away 6:00
12/8 Green Home 6:00
12/9 Manchester Away 6:00
12/12 Notre Dame Away 6:00
12/15 New Boston Home 6:00
12/16 North Adams Away 6:00
12/19 Western Away 6:00
12/22 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
12/29 Huntington Home 6:00

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER GRaDE 
1 Mason Newton 11
2 Chase Hudson 11
3 Caleb Cline 12
4 Hunter Mathias 11
5 Reece Whitley 10
10 Teddy McCall 12
15 Brandon Williams 12
24 Gage Moore 10
30 Jacob Wellman 12
33 Tyler Hobbs 11

CLAY PANTHERS

From Clemson to Clay
By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

The Clay Panthers girls 
basketball team have a new 
head coach roaming the side-
lines this season in Sthefany 
Thomas, who will be coach-
ing high school basketball 
for the first time in her 
career.

Though she is new on the 
scene in high school coach-
ing, her resume as a player is 
highly decorated.

Thomas played college 
basketball at Clemson, where 
she finished her career 
ranked 19th in school history 
in total points scored with 
1,088.

Her career didn’t end at 
Clemson. She also played 
professionally in several dif-
ferent countries, including 
Norway, Australia, Portu-
gal, Argentina, and Brazil. 
Thomas also represented the 
Argentinian National Team 
on several occasions.

Last season, Thomas 
returned to her alma mater 
to coach as a graduate assis-
tant. Thomas is the wife of 
Shawnee State mens bas-
ketball head coach Delano 
Thomas, and is thrilled 
about starting down a new 
coaching path.

“I’m very excited about the 
opportunity I got this year 
to coach my girls,” Thomas 
said. “They’re great girls, 

and my expectations are just 
for them to have a good, suc-
cessful season and just have 
fun.”

Of course, coaching at the 
collegiate level last year and 
transitioning to high school 
is a bit of a challenge for 
Thomas.

“The pace of course is 
completely faster at the col-
legiate level, it’s just so much 
quicker,” Thomas said. “The 
girls just get a lot more reads 
off of an offense or off of a 
defense, it’s more strategic.”

“The X’s and O’s become 
easier, where here you’ve just 
got to keep it simple and just 
play simple basketball and 
let the girls have fun enjoy-
ing the game of basketball.”

Despite the change of 
scenery, Thomas still hopes 
for a lot from her team.

“I’m expecting something 
from all the girls on my 
team,” Thomas said. “I push 
every single one of them 
every day to compete at a 
high level and give me every-
thing they’ve got.”

Junior Sophia Balestra is 
a player Thomas tabbed as 
one to watch.

“I think she’s going to be 
a good player for us to just 
stretch the floor,” Thomas 
said about Balestra. “She’s 
a real long, lengthy forward 
that I could put at the three 
or the four and she’s going to 
stretch the floor for us.”

Impressive Studios
The 2017 clay Lady Panthers.

Thomas is also expecting 
a lot out of one sophomore 
who has taken great strides 
to develop over the last few 
months.

“Lauren Campbell had a 
real good offseason this year, 
she went to a lot of exposure 
camps,” Thomas said. “She 
also did a lot of individual 
sessions, so I think she’s 
improved from last year to 
this year a lot.”

Campbell has liked what 
she has seen from her team-
mates so far in the beginning 
of the season.

“We’re coming in with a 
good energy this year, so 
I’m really looking forward 
to that,” Campbell said. 
“It’s been a good experience 
because we got a new coach 

… I think we’re ready to play 
because we’ve been working 
really hard.”

Often times it takes coach-
es some time to adjust and 
build chemistry with their 
team, but Campbell doesn’t 
see that as an issue thus far 
in the preseason.

“I think we’re coming 
together as a team more,” 
Campbell said. “We’re get-
ting to the basket, and the 
defense is playing pretty 
well.”

Getting to the basket will 
be a point of emphasis for 
the Panthers in 2017.

Thomas hopes to employ 
an uptempo style of offense, 
and a very relentless defense.

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER PLayER HEIGHT 
4 Hunnter Adams 5-7
23 Skylar Artis 5-5
13 Sophia Balestra 5-8
25 Lauren Campbell 5-10
31 Kiara Clark 6-0
30 Kathryn Cochran 5-4
15 Cameron DeLotell 5-8
2 Sophia Gatti 5-4
45 Ashley Hurt 5-7
33 Haley Knauff-Yonce 5-6
1 Madison Nigh 5-2
11 Regan Osborn 5-7
10 Sydney Osborn 5-3
44 Hannah Pauley 5-6
12 Mackenzie Marie Hunter Penn 5-7
5 Abigale Ware 5-4
3 Jaelyn Warnock 5-9
21 Jensen Warnock 5-10
24 Tabitha Whitt 5-4

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/27 East Away 6:00
11/30 Green Home 6:00
12/2 Chesapeake Home 1:00
12/7 New Boston Home 6:00
12/11 Western Away 5:30
12/14 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
12/16 Notre Dame Away 12:00
12/18 Eastern Away 5:30
12/21 East Home 6:00
12/28 Valley Away 6:00

See PANTHERS | 28

See LADY PANTHERS | 28
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By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

When a team loses a 
player that accumulates 
nearly 2,000 points for his 
career, another player that 
was a four-year starter, and 
a third hand that enrolled 
early in order to participate 
in spring football practices 
with a Division I football 
program, one can usually 
expect the falloff to be pret-
ty immense.

However, with Kyle 
Flannery and Will Shope 
leading a strong group of 
returnees that contributed 
to a strong East attack that 
finished inside the top four 
of the SOC I ranks in 2016-
18, that falloff may be of a 
nonexistent form for the 
East Tartans in 2017-18. 
That’s especially true when 
one considers the experi-
ence and size that Adam 
Bailey’s club has, with 
each of Bailey’s 12 players 
being of junior eligibility 
or higher. Of those 12, 11 
of them are at least 5-11 or 
taller, which gives the vet-

eran head coach the ability 
to mix and match with the 
length that is present on 
the roster.

“We’ve got some length,” 
Bailey said. “We’re long. 
I believe that we can be 
competitive. A lot of it will 
be an adjustment period 
for our kids because we’re 
going to have to learn 
new roles and accept hav-
ing new roles. We’re fairly 
deep. I feel comfortable 
playing 10 kids, which is 
a good thing at our level, 
especially when you have 
someone that is sick or gets 
hurt.”

Leading the charge for 
East in its attempt to make 
another run at Athens — 
which the Tartans achieved 
in 2016 — will be the 
guard tandem of Flannery 
and Shope, who are each 
strong shooters from the 
outside and helped open up 
the floor for Akia Brown 
to get into the lane in the 
process. Flannery averaged 
14.4 points on his own last 
season en route to Third-
Team All-Southeast District 

honors. Both will take on 
increased offensive roles in 
a backcourt that certainly 
has a place at, or near, the 
top of the SOC I.

“Will and Kyle have both 
been pretty much been two 
year starters for us,” Bailey 
said. “They’ve each started 
about halfway through their 
freshman year, so they both 
have a lot of basketball 
games in them. They’ll 
control most of the ballhan-

dling duties between the 
both of them, and I believe 
that they have enough expe-
rience to where they’ll do 
a good job for us. They’ll 
allow us to get in to run-
ning what we want to run. I 
look for those two to prove 
some offense for us.”

However, the talents 
that Flannery and Shope 
bring to the table are well 
supplemented, especially 
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EAST TARTANS

Tartans set to surprise

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017-2018 East Tartans.

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/5 Clay Home 6:00
12/8 Eastern Home 6:00
12/12 New Boston Away 6:00
12/15 Green Home 6:00
12/16 West Union Home 6:00
12/19 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
12/22 Notre Dame Home 6:00
12/29 St. Joe Home 6:00
1/5 Western Home 6:00
1/9 Clay Away 6:00
1/12 Eastern Away 6:00
1/13 Manchester Away 6:00
1/16 St. Joe Away 6:00
1/19 New Boston Home 6:00
1/20 North Adams Classic Away 6:00
1/23 Northwest Home 6:00
1/26 Green Away 6:00
1/30 South Webster Away 6:00
2/2 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
2/9 Notre Dame Away 6:00
2/16 Western Away 6:00

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME HEIGHT GRaDE 
2 Kyle Flannery 5-11 11
3 Will Shope 6-0 11
5 Michael Bivens 6-3 12
10 Ethan Carver 5-11 12
12 Ricky Hunnicutt 5-9 12
15 Tommy Lambert 6-1 11
21 Sam King 6-0 12
24 Devon Stevens 5-11 12
25 Zach Garrett 6-0 12
32 JD Hatcher 6-1 12
33 Brayden Queen 6-2 11
54 Trenton Bond 6-4 11

CLAY PANTHERS

“We’re really young, we’re 
pretty small, but I think we’re 
going to shock a lot of people,” 
Cline said. “Right now my 
goal is just to help others, bet-
ter others, and get an SOC 
title.”

Beyond the seniors, several 
younger players have taken on 
new challenges for the Pan-
thers so far in practice and the 
preseason.

Clay also has a nucleus of 
four juniors at the helm who 
Betten anticipates to step up.

Mason Newton, Chase 
Hudson, Hunter Mathias, and 
Tyler Hobbs will be tasked 
with providing more to the 
team as upperclassmen.

Like the seniors, the juniors 
all give Betten a lot of flexibil-
ity with their varied playing 
styles.

Betten says Newton “likes 
to get to the basket” and that 
“he’s a tremendous defensive 
player who just wants to con-
tinue to get better.”

Hudson has a great shoot-
ing ability, but that’s not all he 
possesses in his arsenal.

“He’s a pretty good shooter 

as a spot shooter” Betten said 
about Hudson. “He just likes 
to be in the gym all the time 
getting those shots up, work-
ing on defense, and working 
on ballhandling.”

Mathias also brings a lot of 
ability on both sides of the ball 
to the team.

“He’s able to get to the bas-
ket a little bit, and just brings 
a lot of intensity,” Betten said. 
“He’s a high energy guy.”

The Panthers will count 
on Hobbs in the low block to 
deliver with his stature.

“He’s kind of taller, and we 
like to put him on the inside,” 
Betten said about his big guy.

Clay also has two sopho-
mores who have come up 
and will compete for valuable 
minutes in Reece Whitley and 
Gage Moore.

Whitley seems to be an 
interchangeable piece of the 
court for the Panthers.

“He’s going to add a lot to 
our program,” Betten said. 
“He’s extremely athletic, I 
put him inside in a place he’s 
never played. I had two guards 
get hurt in a scrimmage, and 
he had to play the point so he’s 
versatile.”

Moore has seen the floor 
well so far from his guard 
position, and could be the pri-
mary ballhandler for Clay this 
season.

“[Moore] handles the ball 
extremely well and does a lot 
of great things for us,” Betten 
said. “It’s very hard to play at 
the varsity level as a sopho-
more, especially handling the 
ball 90 percent of the time.”

Thought this team might 
look like a roster rebuild on 
paper, they aren’t lacking in 
heart. With high expectations, 
these 10 athletes know that 
they are representing their 
school with a lot of pride every 
night.

“They’re very scrappy,” 
Betten said. “They get after 
the basketball, and they don’t 
quit.”

“They play hard, one of 
those intangible things every 
coach wants their players to 
do. There’s no quit in them, 
they’re going to keep fighting 
until the very end and that’s 
something I keep seeing day in 
and day out.”

That scrappiness will likely 
come into play on the defen-
sive side of the ball, where 

Betten’s bunch looks to play a 
very hardnosed brand of bas-
ketball.

“Defensively, we just have 
to be extremely aggressive,” 
Betten said. “We have to be 
able to pressure a lot of teams 
and put pressure on the bas-
ketball.”

On offense, it all comes 
down to the fundamentals.

As long as the Panthers play 
their game, their coach likes 
what the offense has in store.

“We’ve got to move the bas-
ketball and not turn it over,” 
Betten said. “We’ve got to be 
able to get good looks, execute 
in the paint, and hit our free 
throws.”

Although it seems basic on 
offense, it could be the differ-
ence in how successful Clay 
turns out to be this year.

With new, younger players 
taking on expanded roles, 
there figures to be a bit of a 
learning curve.

“It’s going to come quick, 
they’re going to have to get 
their experience quick,” Bet-
ten said. “By the time the tour-
nament comes, hopefully we’re 
playing our best basketball like 
we were last year.”

“I like to pressure the 
ball,” Thomas said. “If we 
can turn our defense into 
offense, that’ll be the goal 
this year.”

“If we don’t have to set 
a play up the whole game, 
that’s fine. We’re going to 
pressure the ball and try to 
create turnovers.”

As could be expected in 
that philosophy of play, a lot 
of conditioning is involved 
to ensure the girls can play 
at that pace for the entirety 
of a game.

Practice has been rigor-
ous so far, but senior Regan 
Osborn is excited about 
what is still to come.

“It’s difficult,” Osborn 

said. “But we’re getting bet-
ter, and she’s helping us. 
We’re learning from each 
other, so it’s really good.”

Those practices involve 
a lot of conditioning work, 
which Osborn realizes is all 
a part of a new style of play.

“It’s a lot of work,” Osborn 
said. “We’re trying to be 
more of a transition team, 
that’s where we’re all best, 
and she’s really bringing that 
out in us especially in prac-
tice.”

Thomas has no doubt 
pushed her team to be at 
their best, even in other 
aspects of the game.

“One of the things that 
we do struggle with is being 
vocal,” Thomas said. “The 
girls are great girls, but 
they’re just always quiet, so I 
always push them outside of 
their comfort zone.”

Though the season is still 
young, Thomas hasn’t been 
shy about challenging her 
team.

“I told the girls we’re going 
to beat Notre Dame this 
year, that’s one of my goals,” 
Thomas said. “For them to 
believe, I have to believe 
and I have to translate that 
message and if they believe 
anything can happen.”

For now, though, Thomas 
is remaining focused on get-
ting better day in and day 
out.

“Before we can get to 
Notre Dame or any team or 
anyone that we’re looking 
forward to playing, we’ve 
just got to take it one game 
at a time,” Thomas said. 
“That’s pretty much my 
focus, to come in to practice 
and get better every day one 
day at a time and one week 
at a time.”

PANTHERS, from page 26

LADY PANTHERS, from page 26

““That’s pretty much my focus, to come in to 
practice and get better every day one day at a 
time and one week at a time.”

-Sthefany Thomas, Head Coach

See TARTANS | 31
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By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

When one looks inside 
the hallways of East High 
School, a person will find 
the many pictures that 
adorn the high school 
walls. Several of those pic-
tures include the members 
of the East girls basketball 
program between the years 
of 2000-2001 to 2003-2004, 
where the Lady Tartans, 
at one point in time, took 
home four straight SOC I 
Championships during that 
time under the direction 
of former head coach Walt 
Monroe.

However, the program 
has fallen on hard times 
since that span. And with-
out even sniffing as much 
as a postseason victory 
over the past five years, 
East certainly has some 
work to do if the Lady 
Tartans hope to get back to 
the days of yore.

New head coach Bob 
Johnson, however, could 
be that very guy that leads 
East back in that direction. 

With an excellent attitude 
and a positive aura that 
is certainly one that the 
program can build depth 
on, Johnson is hoping to 
rebuild a tradition and a 
standard that the Lady 
Tartans once held just a 
decade and a half ago.

“We’re trying to keep 
and rebuild that tradition,” 
Johnson said. “We have 
talked to the kids about 
the pictures in the hallway 
and how may champion-
ships and good players 
that came out of the girls 
basketball realm, specifi-
cally. It’s about wanting to 
instill and remember that, 
and keep that going. That’s 
a big part of what we want 
to do going forward.”

For East, the Lady Tar-
tans will basically be start-
ing over from scratch from 
top to bottom, as East 
lost its top two producers, 
Shay Brown and Peyton 
Helphinstine, to graduation 
and transfer, respectively. 
The pair combined for over 
38 points per game, which 
is certainly a blow to the 

EAST TARTANS

Johnson looking to rebuild Lady Tartans through fundamentals

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017-2018 East Lady Tartans.

GIRLS ROSTER
NaME HEIGHT GRaDE 
Keana Day 5-6 Jr.
Ali Escamilla 5-5 So.
Lyric Brown 5-7 So.
Lexi Stone 5-4 So.
Kelsey Settey 5-5 So.
Shayla Rosenogle 5-5 So.
Makayla Scott 5-7 Fr.
Kyleigh Hunnicutt 5-4 Fr.
Grace Smith 5-4 Fr.
Elizabeth Snyder 5-6 Fr.

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION 
11/27 Clay Home 
11/30 Eastern Home
12/4 New Boston Away
12/6 St. Joe Home
12/7 Green Home
12/9 Peebles Away
12/11 Symmes Valley Away
12/14 Notre Dame Home
12/18 Western Home
12/21 Clay Away
12/28 Southern Home
1/3 St. Joe Away
1/4 Eastern Away
1/8 New Boston Home
1/11 Green Away
1/15 West Union Away
1/18 Symmes Valley Home
1/25 Notre Dame Away
2/1 Western Away
2/5 Manchester Home
2/8 Northwest Away

Lady Tartans’ offensive 
firepower.

However, there are 
plenty of positives to go 
around. Johnson’s group, 
which is 10-deep, is young, 
with no seniors and just 
one junior, Keana Day, on 
its roster. Additionally, 
that same group of 10 — 
which is filled with five 
sophomores and four fresh-
men — can play multiple 
positions, according to 
Johnson.

“The numbers aren’t all 
that great, but the girls 
that are there are work-
ing hard,” Johnson said. 
“They’re able to play dif-
ferent spots. We’re going 
to have three or four point 
guards, and everyone can 
play inside a little bit. It’s 
a unique situation, which 
could prove to work into 
our favor. We have kids 
that can play at different 
spots, and right now, that’s 
really what we’ve been 
working on.

It’s been about skill 
development,” Johnson 
continued. “That’s our 
No. 1 priority. We have 
good kids, but we have to 
get better at the basics. 
We have to become better 
passers, better shooters, 
and better ballhandlers.”

Behind Day, who John-
son refers to as an athlete 
“with a lot of potential,” 
Grace Smith and Kyleigh 
Hunnicutt have already 
made big impacts as fresh-
men, while sophomores 
Lyric Brown and Ali 
Escamilla feature promis-
ing inside-outside games 
that can stretch the floor. 
Fellow sophomore Shayla 
Rosenogle, who has been 
“surprising,” along with 
classmate Kelsey Settey 
and Makayla Scott, round 
out the main rotation of 
players.

“We are rebuilding, but 
it’s so new that it’s like a 
completely new team,” 

when one takes a closer 
look at the East roster. In 
fact, when one watches JD 
Hatcher, Michael Bivens, 
and Zach Garrett play, 
they’ll get three combo 
guys who can each make 
the open jumper, drive to 
the basket, and play strong 
inside. All three are at least 
six feet tall, with Bivens 
providing the most length 
at 6-3.

“J.D. is a kid who is 
basically a four-year var-
sity player,” Bailey said. 
“He hasn’t started a ton 
of games, but he’s been a 
sixth, seventh man a lot of 
times, and has spot-started 
in some games. I look for 
him to have a big year. He 
had a good summer and 
provides another offensive 
punch for us. Michael is a 
kid who can really shock 
people,” Bailey said. “He’s 
long, athletic, and he’s got 
some ability that I don’t 
believe that he’s shown to 
anyone over the last couple 
of years. Zach is the type of 
kid that when he gets hot, 
he can fill it up in a hurry,” 
Bailey said. “Between the 
five of those kids, we’ll be 
able to be good offensively.”

On the low block, 
Brayden Queen, who is 
6-2, and Trenton Bond, 
who adds a 6-4 frame to a 

rotation that doesn’t lack 
for length and size, can 
bully opponents around 
and collect rebounds with 
their size. Behind them, 
Devon Stevens and Tommy 
Lambert are two additional 
guard-forward combos that 
can help out immensely 
if Bond or Queen get in 
foul trouble, while seniors 
Ricky Hunnicutt and Ethan 
Carver “are stronger kids 
that can help us greatly on 
the defensive end,” accord-
ing to Bailey.

“Brayden and Trenton 
will predominantly play 
in the post,” Bailey said. 
“They’ll be our two post 
guys. We can throw JD 
down there some if we need 
to. We’re still trying to 
learn what this group can 
do well or not do well, so 
we’re still adjusting things.”

With the increased length 
available at its disposal, 
Bailey is expecting to run 
at a slower pace from an 
offensive standpoint in 
order to effectively take 
advantage of that length — 
a style of play that East has 
been greatly successful at in 
the past with former East 
hand Patrick Bias.

“We won’t play as fast-
paced as we have in the 
past,” Bailey said. “We’ll 
probably be a more grind-
it-out type of offense. We 
want to be more efficient. 

We can still put points up 
on the board if we’re effi-
cient with our possessions 
and if we do the things that 
we want to do.”

With the length that is 
available at his disposal 
and a team that has a high 
ceiling on both ends of the 
floor, Bailey knows that the 
Tartans can contend among 
the upper half of the SOC I. 
However, beating Eastern, 
Green, and New Boston — 
who are the top three teams 
in the league according to 
most preseason rankings — 
and making a run to Athens 
are certainly goals that are 
at the top of this group’s 
list.

“We want to compete for 
the SOC I title and we want 
to be in a position where 
we control our own desti-

ny,” Bailey said. “With that 
being said, there are a cou-
ple of teams that I believe 
will be really good this 
year. Eastern is going to be 
good. They’re well-coached. 
New Boston and Green are 
going to be a lot better this 
year and will contend as 
well. Not to discredit any of 
the other teams, but those 
teams are perceived to be 
the frontrunners. We just 
want to compete with those 
teams who are at the top, 
and hopefully, in February, 
have a shot to knock some-
one off in conference and 
postseason play in order 
to be toward the top of the 
SOC I standings and get to 
Athens.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

“Defensively, we hope to be better than we were 
last year. We’re hoping that with our length and 
quickness, we can be better on that end of the floor. 
We’re a lot longer than we have been in the past, so 
defensively, if we can get better to the point where 
we don’t have to score as many points in order to 
win basketball games, that will be big long-term. 
We’re not sold on any particular type of defense 
yet. I would prefer man, but if zoning is what makes 
us better, then we’re going to do what makes us 
better as a team for the kids.”

-Adam Bailey, East Head Coach

EAST TARTANS

TARTANS, from page 29

See LADY TARTANS | 31
LADY TARTANS, from page 30

Johnson said. “We’re still 
feeling our way through 
things to see what we can 
be or what we will be. 
It’s really exciting in that 
aspect.”

With a new coach at the 
helm and 10 players who 
are eager to learn under 
their new leader, it is pos-
sible that East could make 

the days of yore a reality in 
the future.

“We hope that we 
improve,” Johnson said. 
“The kids, so far, have 
been respectful and atten-
tive. I believe that’s going 
to pay off toward the end. 
We just need to keep work-
ing and getting better 
everyday.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

“It’s been about skill development. That’s our No. 
1 priority. We have good kids, but we have to get 
better at the basics. We have to become better 
passers, better shooters, and better ballhandlers.”

-Bob Johnson,  Head Coach
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GREEN BOBCATS

Hollar, Green looking to make noise in ‘17-18
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

When a young team finds its 
rhythm late during a previous sea-
son, the momentum usually tends 
to carry over into the next.

And with the return of Second-
Team All-Southeast District hon-
oree and Honorable Mention All-
Ohio selection Tanner Kimbler, 
along with the return of Special 
Mention All-Southeast District 
honoree Tayte Carver and fel-
low standouts Caden Blizzard, 
Zach Huffman, Gage Sampson, 
and Rylee Maynard, among oth-
ers, from a basketball program 
that won four out of its last five 
affairs to complete the 2016-2017 
campaign, Dirk Hollar’s Green 
Bobcats look poised to contend 
for SOC I conference hardware in 
2017 and a trip to the Division IV 
District Tournament in Athens.

However, before those goals 
can be put into full motion, a 
team has to work for said goals. 
And according to Hollar, that’s 
something that Green has had no 
problem doing in 2017.

“This group is coachable, and 
they’re getting after it,” Hol-

lar said. “If you tell them to do 
something, then they’re doing it 
the next play. I enjoy coming to 
practice every day. I’m looking 
forward to the start of the season. 
It’s going to be fun.”

Out front, the Green offensive 
attack, which has no shortage 
of excellent shooters out on the 
perimeter, will be led by Kimbler 
and Carver, who have already 
proven to be arguably the two 
best three-sport athletes that the 

school has seen with much of 
their junior seasons still left to go.

The pair, who combined to 
average 34 points per game 
(Kimbler 18, Carver 16), are deft 
shooters who have the ability to 
take their defenders off of the 
dribble. Kimbler, who racked up 
41 points against East on Feb. 
3, is a scoring dynamo from the 
top of the circle and has an NBA-
range three, while Carver, at 6-0, 
is a matchup nightmare for oppo-
nents with his athleticism.

“Guard-wise, we’re good,” 
Hollar said. “Tanner can go 
from scoring 10 to 40 points any 
second, and Tayte is so athletic. 
They both have really put on a 
show in quite a few contests for 
us so far.”

Down low, Green will have to 
replace the production of 6-4 post 

player Aaron Johnson, who grew 
on a game-by-game basis for the 
Bobcats in 2017. Johnson, who 
put up an astounding 11 points, 
12 rebounds, and 10 blocks in his 
final home bout with Green, will 
be replaced by a pair of promising 
underclassmen in Blizzard and 
Sampson, who showed off plenty 
of promise as freshmen off of the 
bench, along with Huffman, who 
completes the starting five with 
yet another active and athletic 6-0 
body.

“Caden (Blizzard) has looked 
great,” Hollar said. “He doesn’t 
try to do too much. He rebounds, 
he plays hard, and he plays physi-
cal. Gage Sampson’s going to help 
us a lot. He’s grown a lot, and has 
been in the weight room a lot. 
He’s a sophomore and still young. 
Once he gets that experience, 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 Green Bobcats.

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME HEIGHT
3 Tanner Kimbler 5-10
23 Tayte Carver 6-0
21 Zach Huffman 6-0
12 Rylee Maynard 5-10
1 Caden Blizzard 6-0
2 Gage Sampson 6-0
10 Ethan Huffman 5-8
4 Troy Otworth 6-0
44 Caden Brammer 6-2
33 Bryce Ponn 6-2
32 Hayden Whitis 6-2
11 Levi Singleton 5-8

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/2 Rock Hill Home 6:00
12/5 Notre Dame Away 6:00
12/8 Clay Away 6:00
12/9 Ironton Home 6:00
12/12 Eastern Home 6:00
12/15 East Away 6:00
12/16 Manchester Away 6:00
12/19 New Boston Away 6:00
12/22 Western Home 6:00
12/29 Reedsville Eastern Away 6:00
12/30 South Gallia Home 6:00
1/5 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
1/9 Notre Dame Home 6:00
1/12 Clay Home 6:00
1/16 South Webster Home 6:00
1/19 Eastern Away 6:00
1/20 Ironton Away 6:00
1/26 East Home 6:00
1/27 Carter Christian Home 6:00
2/2 New Boston Home 6:00
2/9 Western Away 6:00
2/16 Symmes Valley Home 6:00

GREEN BOBCATS

Knapp pleased with intensity, depth present in Lady ‘Cats
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

In order to build a program, 
a team must have the depth 
necessary to compete across a 
32-minute affair.

And over the past five sea-
sons, having depth is some-
thing that the Green Bobcats’ 
girls basketball program 
hasn’t had the luxury of hav-
ing in its arsenal.

From the 2017-18 season 
onward, however, that prob-
lem looks like it will be recti-
fied, for good.

After having to pull band 
members in order to have 
enough practice players for 
the first team to scrimmage 
against, Melissa Knapp, 
thanks to the leadership of its 
lone senior in Leslie Gallion 
and a blend of nine juniors 
and freshmen combined from 
the two grade levels, has, for 
the first time in her second 
tenure as the head coach of 
the Green girls basketball 
program, depth — a welcome 
sign for a program that has 
fallen on hard times.

However, with 10 healthy 

players and a coach that never 
tires in energy, those hard 
times may very well be chang-
ing sooner rather than later.

“We don’t have to play 
five players every minute of 
the second half or all but a 
few minutes because of foul 
trouble,” Knapp said. “When 
you’ve got eight players, it 
changes the way that you 
teach defense. It changes the 
entire way you play the game 
of basketball. This year, this 
team doesn’t look like any 
other that we’ve had in five 
years, and that’s because of 
the depth that is present on 
our roster.”

Over the years, Knapp’s 
team has had struggles that 
go beyond the win-loss col-
umn. When the chosen band 
members couldn’t practice 
with the girls due to prior 
commitments last year, the 
veteran head coach was forced 
to search left and right all 
across the school system for 
practice players in order to 
give her players enough rep-
etitions for varsity competi-
tion, and sometimes, came up 
unsuccessful in her search.

“We only had eight players 
last year,” Knapp said. “To 
go from eight players, and 
trying to bring practice play-
ers in because we didn’t have 
enough kids to practice, is 
big. When you have injuries, 
and band members — who 
are being utilized as your 
practice players — having 
prior commitments, it leads 
to some problems. We were 
searching the entire school for 
players. Now, we have 15 this 
year (between junior varsity 
and varsity). That’s a good 
feeling. When I came back, I 
said it was going to take five 
years to even see the light at 
the end of the tunnel,” Knapp 
said. “We’re starting to turn 
the corner right at that fifth 
season across the whole pro-
gram.”

Leading the way for Green 
will be Gallion, the team’s 
lone senior back to head 
the 2017-18 group. Gallion, 
who is “a heck of a leader,” 

according to Knapp, will split 
time with Megan Johnson, 
a junior at the point guard 
position, with the pair also 
splitting time at the off-guard 
spot. Peyton Gaffney, another 
junior, also returns to give the 
Bobcats three of its five start-
ers back from last year, while 
freshmen Charli Blevins, Kim-
berly Brown, and Ava Jenkins 
will all contribute heavily to 
the unit.

On the low block, the pres-
ence of Second-Team All-Ohio 
honoree Kaylynn Blizzard, 
who averaged 16 points per 
affair as a senior, will be 
sorely missed, but Logan 
Jones, who returns as a junior 
hand, has improved her speed 
and quickness at the forward 
position. Kame Sweeney adds 
excellent length at 5-10 and 
looks like a presence that will 
make an immediate impact on 
the varsity level, while McK-
enzie Carver adds grit and 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The 2017 Green Lady ‘cats.

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE HEIGHT POS. 
2 Ava Jenkins 9 5-1 G
10 Peyton Gaffney 11 5-4 G
11 Leslie Gallion 12 5-4 G
12 Megan Johnson 11 5-5 G
21 Kimberly Brown 9 5-6 G
23 Aimie Laber 11 5-7 F
31 Kame Sweeney 9 5-10 F
33 Charli Blevins 9 5-3 G/F
44 Logan Jones 11 5-7 F
50 McKenzie Carver 9 5-4 F

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/27 Notre Dame Away 6:00
11/30 Clay Away 6:00
12/4 Eastern Home 6:00
12/7 East Away 6:00
12/9 Ashland Fairview Home 2:00
12/11 New Boston Away 6:00
12/14 Western Home 6:00
12/16 St. Patricks Home 2:00
12/18 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
12/21 Notre Dame Home 6:00
12/22 Rose Hill Home 6:00
12/28 Hannan (W.V.) Away 6:00
1/4 Clay Home 6:00
1/6 Rock Hill Home 2:00
1/8 Eastern Away 6:00
1/11 East Home 6:00
1/18 New Boston Home 6:00
1/22 Ashland Fairview Away 6:00
1/25 Western Away 6:00
1/29 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
2/1 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
2/5 Rose Hill Away 6:00

See BOBCATS | 34

See LADY BOBCATS | 34
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NEW BOSTON

Cox looking to lead Tigers to new heights
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

In order to get the results of 
yesteryear back, a program needs 
to have a hungry coach along 
with a group of players who are 
not only talented, but are willing 
to work hard for positive results.

And if this past offseason is 
any indication, the New Boston 
Tigers — who already made 
positive strides under former 
head coach Scott Jenkins — are 
really in a position to surprise in 
2017-18 thanks to the return of 
Kade Conley, Kyle McQuithy, and 
Drake Truitt, a pair of promising 
young hands in Tyler Caldwell 
and Kyle Sexton among others, 
and the incredible energy that 
first-year head coach Adam Cox 
brings to the table for a deep and 
talented boys basketball unit.

“We’re going to play 10 
people,” Cox said. “We’ve got 10 
kids who can play. It’s the deepest 
that we’ve been at New Boston 
for years. I can run a solid 10. 
With those 10 guys, we’re going 
to be playing up-tempo, and 
we’re going to be subbing a lot. 
We want to keep fresh people on 
the defensive end and make sure 
that we have five players who are 
dedicated to playing defense that 
are working hard. The depth has 
been able to help us make sub-
stitutions where we can replace 
someone if he’s tired, in foul 
trouble, or hurt.”

Leading the way for New Bos-
ton will be a trio of seniors who 
are the definition of the position-
less basketball system that Cox is 
bringing to the table — Conley, 
McQuithy, and Truitt. Conley, 
who Cox refers to as “the best 
point guard in the SOC I and the 
area,” brings back 16 points, six 
rebounds, four assists, and three 
steals per game — a statline that 
allowed Conley to take home 
Second-Team All-Southeast 
District and Honorable Mention 
All-State honors. McQuithy, who 
brings back 10.1 points per affair, 

will join Conley up top on most 
occasions and is a player that Cox 
touts as a “premier shooter in the 
area.”

But if Kade Conley and Kyle 
McQuithy are the Steph Curry 
and Klay Thompson of the New 
Boston Tigers, it is Drake Truitt 
who provides the mental and 
physical toughness that is akin to 
Draymond Green. Undersized at 
6-0, Truitt makes up for it with a 
heart that beats out of his chest, 
according to Cox.

“Drake’s the Draymond Green 
of our team,” Cox said. “He’s the 
chippy one. He’s the one that’s 
not afraid of anybody. He’s not 
afraid of contact or showing his 
emotions. We ride off of Drake’s 
ability to be able to play physical 
and to be our enforcer. Drake’s a 
big part of our team and he’ll be a 
big part of our success.”

Behind the senior trio, a pair 
of guys who not only have excel-
lent long-term potential, but the 
ability to play all five positions 
on the floor, follow in Caldwell 
and Sexton. At 6-7, Caldwell 
provides excellent length for 
the high school level, but is also 
well-coordinated and quick for 
his size. Then, there’s Sexton, a 
promising 6-5 transfer from East 
who, according to Cox, has the 
ability to not only be New Bos-
ton’s all-time leading scorer when 
his four-year career concludes, 
but also, a Division I prospect.

“Tyler can play all five posi-
tions,” Cox said. “I wouldn’t care 
for him to bring the ball up the 
floor. He has great court vision 
and has worked hard to develop 
his strength to go along with his 
back-to-the-basket game. He’s 
looked unstoppable over the first 
few weeks of practice. Kyle is a 
New Boston kid that has been 
through our school system. He 
had left for two years during 
junior high because he wanted 
to experiment with football, and 
he came back to play basketball 

Kevin Colley | Daily Times
The New Boston Tigers.

BOyS ROSTER
NaME GRaDE HEIGHT POS. 
Kade Conley 12 6-0 G
Kyle Mcquithy 12 6-3 G
Drake Truitt 12 6-0 G
Eddie Phipps 12 5-10 G
Jacob Darby 12 6-2 PF/C
Chandler Ruggles 12 5-6 G
Brice Davis 12 5-5 G
Alex Meade 11 6-3 G/F
Tyler Caldwell 11 6-7 C
Jacob Hayes 11 6-0 G
Mal Potts 10 5-7 G
CJ Craft 10 5-9 G
Kyle Sexton 9 6-5 G/PF/C

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/28 Minford Home 6:30
12/1 Northwest Away 6:00
12/5 Western Home 6:00
12/8 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
12/12 East Home 6:00
12/15 Clay Away 6:00
12/16 White Oak Away 6:00
12/19 Green Home 6:00
12/22 Eastern Home 6:00
12/30 South Webster Home 6:00
1/5 Notre Dame Away 6:00
1/6 Peebles Away 6:00
1/9 Western Away 6:00
1/12 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
1/19 East Away 6:00
1/23 Ironton Home 6:00
1/26 Clay Home 6:00
2/2 Green Away 6:00
2/3 Ironton Away 3:00
2/6 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
2/9 Eastern Away 6:00
2/13 West Union Home 6:00
2/16 Notre Dame Home 6:00

GREEN BOBCATS
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he’ll be big. We can do things 
with him that we haven’t been 
able to do the past four years, so 
that will help out a lot. Zach will 
start as well and will be another 
excellent talent that will add a 
great deal to our team.

Behind the main five, how-
ever, there’s still plenty of talent 
from which to work with. Rylee 
Maynard, in particular, will see 
the bulk of the minutes as a solid 
leader on every level who adds a 
three-and-D presence to Hollar’s 
roster.

“Rylee knows his role, and 
that’s a very good thing,” Hol-
lar said. “He knows that if he 
defends, he’s going to get more 
playing time. I’ve talked to him 
about that.”

Outside of Maynard, there’s 
plenty for Green fans to get 
excited about as far as the bench 
is concerned. Caden Brammer, 
“a very good low-post player who 
can rebound, shoot, and pass 
the basketball,” Troy Otworth, a 
strong contributor who is “tall, 
athletic, and plays his guts out,” 
and Levi Singleton, a guard who 
“can knock down some shots,” 
round out the main contributors 
behind Maynard off of the pine. 
Lastly, there’s Bryce Ponn and 
Hayden Whitis, who, with their 
6-2 frames, add the size and the 
bulk necessary to bang opposing 
defenders around if the need to 

crash the glass is there.
“Caden Brammer has got to 

get healthy,” Hollar said. “His 
knees are still bothering him, but 
he’s a very good low-post player. 
He can rebound, shoot, and pass 
the basketball. Troy Otworth will 
come off of the bench, and will 
spark us with some minutes. He’s 
tall, athletic, and plays his guts 
out. There’s two freshmen that 
we will be counting on in Ethan 
Huffman, who is lightning-fast, 
plays hard, and defends, and Levi 
Singleton, who is really good. 
He can knock down some shots. 
Then, Bryce Ponn and Hayden 
Whitis are two big boys that can 
give us two to three minutes, 
knock some people around, and 
get a couple of rebounds. We’re 
going to have a lot of depth. 
It’s nice. I’ll be able to go to the 
bench and bring some guys in.”

With 11 strong players and a 
roster that certainly isn’t limited 
on offensive skill, Hollar’s roster 
certainly holds a great deal of 
promise. However, with that 
being said, the offensive that 
will be created will have to come 
largely off of transition oppor-
tunities as Green doesn’t have a 
player above 6-2 on its roster.

“We’ve got to get out in transi-
tion,” Hollar said. “We’re small. 
That’s going to be killer for us if 
we don’t box out and defend, and 
that’s what we’ve been stressing.”

The Bobcats, however, are 
certainly battle-tested — and the 

group of boys that are on Hollar’s 
roster, without question, won’t let 
size get in their way.

“We were in every single 
game, but the ball would bounce 
a certain way, we wouldn’t get 
a call, we would miss a box out, 
or I would do something dumb, 

so it was a collection of things. 
We knew we were young, so for 
us to be in every single game 
was great. Now, we’ve just got to 
carry that over into this season.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

BOBCATS, from page 32

hustle to the table. Blevins 
and Brown will also take on 
roles in the paint if need be 
as part of a freshman group 
(Blevins, Brown, Carver, 
Jenkins, and Sweeney) that 
Knapp is very high on.

“We have a couple of kids 
who we got back that sat out 
a year and didn’t play basket-
ball,” Knapp said. “We worked 
really hard to get numbers 
and get kids. We knew that 
the freshman group was going 
to be a special group coming 
in, and they have had huge 

numbers. We’ve been in the 
pee-wee system, the junior 
high system, coming straight 
up with these kids the last 
five years. They like to com-
pete. We have pretty good 
team chemistry right now. 
The freshman have come in 
and have mixed in well with 
the upperclassmen.”

Knapp, however, under-
stands that it will take time 
for this young roster to grow 
on the court — which is why 
working hard is all that the 
veteran hand wants to see out 
of her girls.

“I want the girls to play 
hard,” Knapp said. “Every 
time we step out on the court, 
that is all I preach. They’re 
going to make mistakes. 
They’re younger. However, 
as long as we step out on the 
court and practice, I expect 
our girls to go hard or go 
home. That’s the expecta-
tion, and everyone has really 
adjusted to the challenge. 
They’re playing hard right 
now.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

LADY BOBCATS, from page 33

“I want the girls to 
play hard,” Knapp said. 
“Every time we step out 
on the court, that is all I 
preach. They’re going to 
make mistakes. They’re 
younger. However, as 
long as we step out on 
the court and practice, 
I expect our girls to go 
hard or go home.”

-Melissa Knapp, Head Coach

See TIGERS | 37
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NEW BOSTON

Lady Tigers looking to reap sowed up ends
By Kevin colley
kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

When a team returns three 
All-Southeast District caliber 
players, and all three of them are 
seniors, that said team already 
has a shot at making a run that 
would rival the best programs in 
the Division IV ranks.

So when that same team adds 
two basketball talents via transfer 
— each of whom were starters 
on their own team — it’s certain-
ly easy to understand why expec-
tations at New Boston are at a 
fever pitch from Kayla Wiley’s 
standpoint, as well as from all 10 
girls on the varsity roster.

“These 10 girls have been 
working so hard,” Wiley said. 
“They’ve all surprised me this 
year. They’re all getting after it. 
It’s really an exciting year for us. 
I can’t really single out one per-
son (who has made the biggest 
leap).”

And really, it’s hard to single 
out the player who has made the 
biggest leap — because the New 
Boston program, as a whole, has 
made plenty of strides.

Behind the trio of Ali Hamil-

ton, Kaylee Stone, and Mariah 
Buckley, New Boston jumped 
from a 5-9 overall conference 
record in 2015-16 to a splendid 
10-4 overall mark in the 2016-17 
campaign, with Hamilton averag-
ing 16.1 points, 9.1 rebounds, 
four steals, three assists, and 
three blocks in 2017 en route 
to First-Team All-Southeast 
District and Special Mention 
All-Ohio honors and Buckley 
and Stone combining to average 
22.5 points, 12 rebounds, and six 
steals per game. Each of the trio, 
who have been major stars for 
the Lady Tigers across multiple 
sports, are back to form what is a 
formidable starting lineup when 
just mentioning those three 
student-athletes.

“Ali, Kaylee, and Mariah have 
all been great attributes to all of 
the sports that they have played 
in here at Glenwood,” Wiley 
said. “They have starred since 
they were freshmen, and they’re 
athletic kids. They contribute in 
multiple facets of the game, and 
they’re great leaders. Ali can play 
from the inside and the outside, 
Kaylee brings a ton of quickness 
and speed to the table, and Mari-

ah’s driving ability, which was 
already very good, has grown.”

However, the trio are far from 
the only sources of production on 
this New Boston roster. In fact, 
the Lady Tigers got a big boost 
in that area when Third-Team All-
Southeast District honoree Pay-
ton Helphinstine, who averaged 
18.3 points per game, and Bri 
Humble, a lengthy shot-blocking 
presence, each transferred over 
from East to complete a strong 
lineup. Helphinstine, who is 5-10, 
and Humble, who is 6-1, gives 
New Boston three players in its 
starting lineup at or over 5-10.

“With the additions of Peyton 
and Bri, you get two girls who 
will help us tremendously on 
the boards,” Wiley said. “Pey-
ton’s a tremendous scorer, and 
was among the area leaders in 
scoring last year, while Bri has 
already proven herself as a great 
presence down low. She blocks 
or alters a lot of shots, and she 
really gets after it.”

Behind the starting five, 
there’s plenty of depth to go 

around — enough, in fact, that 
New Boston can rotate another 
unit’s worth of bodies after the 
first group. Sammy and Lexus 
Oiler, who are excellent shooters, 
Taylen Hickman, who is another 
projectable body with length, and 
Adrianne Shultz, a 5-5 guard who 
can fill a bit of all roles, all return. 
Then, there’s Shelby Easter, who, 
as a freshman, is already produc-
ing on the boards in practice. 
Her presence gives New Boston 
five players that are at least 5-10 
or taller in its arsenal.

“With a great underclassmen 
group behind them, such as 
Sammy and Lexus Oiler, who 
started last year, Taylen Hick-
man, who came off of the bench, 
and Adrianne (Shultz), there’s a 
lot of great hands right there who 
put in a lot of minutes last year. 
They had a lot of big moments 
where they had to step up. Lex 
stepped up and took two charges 
in critical games against Clay 
and East last year, and Sammy’s 
knocked down six three-pointers 

Kayla Wiley
The 2017 New Boston Lady Tigers.

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/20 Portsmouth Home 5:00
11/21 Raceland Away 6:00
11/27 Western Home 6:00
11/30 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
12/2 South Point Away 1:00
12/4 East Home 6:00
12/7 Clay Away 6:00
12/9 Valley Home 1:00
12/11 Green Home 6:00
12/14 Eastern Home 6:00
12/18 Notre Dame Away 6:00
12/21 Western Away 6:00
12/29 Belpre Away 6:00
1/4 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
1/6 Peebles Away 4:00
1/8 East Away 6:00
1/11 Clay Home 6:00
1/15 West Union Home 6:00
1/18 Green Away 6:00
1/22 South Webster Home 6:00
1/25 Eastern Away 6:00
2/1 Notre Dame Home 6:00
2/5 Oak Hill Away 6:00
2/10 Rock Hill Home 1:00

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE HEIGHT POS. 
20 Ali Hamilton 12 6-0 F
4 Mariah Buckley 12 5-6 G
14 Kaylee Stone 12 5-7 F/G
3 Peyton Helpinstine 12 5-10 F/G
5 Bri Humble 12 6-1 F/G
0 Lexus Oiler 10 5-10 F
24 Sammy Oiler 10 5-6 G
22 Taylen Hickman 10 5-7 F/G
10 Adrianne Shultz 10 5-5 G
10 Shelby Easter 9 5-11 F

and soccer. He’s from New Bos-
ton and he is a New Boston kid. 
We’re counting on Kyle to lead 
us. He’s a lockdown defender and 
a great rebounder already at this 
stage. He’s the type of kid that 
can be our all-time leading scorer 
at New Boston, and he is a Divi-
sion I player that will get looks 
from colleges at that level. He’s 
just a gym rat.”

However, the Tigers have plen-
ty of different bodies to throw at 
teams following the initial five. 
Take senior Eddie Phipps and 
junior Alex Meade, who are two 
blue-collar guys that can play mul-
tiple positions and do the dirty 
work necessary to win basketball 
games. Meade, in particular, will 
add a welcome dynamic to the 
team in his first season eligible 
with the program.

“Eddie is a blue-collar player 
that isn’t afraid to guard some-
body on the opposing team,” Cox 
said. “He knows his role on our 
team. He’ll help bring the ball 
up, he’ll hit open shots, he’ll run 
the floor, and he’ll play his heart 
out on defense. “Alex is a great 
hustler. He’s a kid that you just 
pray for and hope that he sees 
the potential in himself. I hope 
that God grabs a hold of this kid, 
because he needs it. He’s a kid 
that I love to death, and that I’d 
do anything for.”

To add to the weapons that 
the Tigers already have on the 
bench with Meade and Phipps, 
New Boston has a quick and fear-
less guard in Malachi Potts who 
brings a strong basketball IQ to 
the turn, while Jacob Darby, at 

6-3 and 235 pounds, is the bruiser 
and lumbering big that New Bos-
ton needs in order to control the 
boards.

“Mal is a great kid and is 
another dynamic guard that we 
have that can get into the lane,” 
Cox said. “He works hard and 
is going to be a kid that I know 
that I can put in the game at any 
point in time and get production 
out of him. He’s going to put his 
best effort out on the floor. Jacob 
is a 6-2, 6-3, 235-pound enforcer. 
He is the person that we’ll call on 
that will box players out and keep 
others off of the glass. Jacob’s as 
strong as an ox. He’s our stron-
gest player and will get valuable 
minutes in our post.”

As numbers will show, how-
ever, offense has never been 
much of an issue at New Boston. 
In fact, it is the defensive end 
that needed, without a doubt, the 
most work according to Cox. The 
first-year coach has attempted 
to rectify that situation by going 
with a man-to-man scheme 
instead of a zone defensive look.

“We knew that we could score,” 
Cox said. We’re athletic. How-
ever, we didn’t play hard enough 
defensively. We had been sitting 
back in zones for so long now 
that guys have lazy tendencies on 
the defensive end. So we’ve been 
working really hard defensively in 
order to try to turn our defense 
into our offense. That’s basically 
what we’ve been doing at the 
start of the season. We’ve been 
trying to get in basketball shape 
and ready to be able to run four 
quarters, because we’re going to 
play up-tempo.”

And according to Cox’s own 
body, the change in philosophies 
seems to be going over well.

“I’ve went home sore many 
a days from them working so 
hard,” Cox said. “It’s worked me 
hard. It’s got me back into shape 
as well. I haven’t seen a group 
of kids that are more hungry to 
win and are more dedicated to 
working hard. They believe in the 
system that we have put in place. 
They are eager and hungry to 
win, and they know that the hard 
work that we are putting in now 
will pay off. We’ve put in some 
strong weeks of conditioning to 
start the season. “We’re proud 
of where we’ve come from. This 
summer, we were a team that was 
struggling to find an identity and 

struggling to find the work ethic 
that it took to be good. I couldn’t 
have asked for a better start to 
the season so far.”

With a team that has only won 
seven games over the past three 
years of varsity action, it is clear 
that Cox and his group are work-
ing hard to turn back the time 
to when trips to Athens were a 
regularity. That time, according 
to Cox, is now.

“They want this more than 
anything,” Cox said. “You can just 
tell their hard work and desire. 
They’re ready to win, and they 
know that this is it. This is the 
year. Our time is now.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

in numerous games. Taylen’s had 
some really big offensive boards 
that we’ve really needed, too. 
As for Shelby, she really gives 
us a physical presence off of the 
bench. She’ll be an excellent pres-
ence on the boards all year.”

With all of the depth that 
Wiley has, it’s no surprise that 
she doesn’t really have a set start-
ing five on a game-by-game basis. 

And that fact will only help New 
Boston grow as the year goes 
along.

“Where we’re a smaller school, 
it’s hard to get the numbers nec-
essary to field deep rosters on a 
year-to-year basis,” Wiley said. 
“However, we have a deep bench 
this season, and as a result, 
whoever starts could switch 
from day-to-day. It’s going to be 
difficult to guard us, I believe, 

because all 10 of our varsity play-
ers are pretty good shooters and 
can take the ball to the rim. It’s 
really going to be a fight to see 
who starts that particular night.”

But while each player will 
certainly be fighting for playing 
time, it is those valuable practice 
reps that could very well lead the 
Lady Tigers’ basketball program 
into a deep postseason run.

“(Missy) Buckley has them 

write commitment cards, and 
all of them have high expecta-
tions for this year,” Wiley said. 
“I believe that if they continue 
to put in the work that they have 
done so far in practice, that qual-
ity, along with the ability and 
the leadership that is present on 
this roster, will allow the girls to 
make a tournament run.”

Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 353-3101 
ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @KColleyPDT

NEW BOSTON

TIGERS, from page 35

“We’ve got the balance and the depth,” cox said. 
“The only thing that we’re going to have to learn 
is how to play on the road, and how to win close 
games. This summer, we played really well at home, 
but struggled at times on the road. We’ll have to 
learn how to close out games that come down to 
the wire, because we haven’t been there. The guys 
haven’t been in a situation where time needs to 
be taken off of the clock, where free throws are 
necessary to hit down the stretch, or in a situation 
where adjustments need to be made in order to win 
a game at the end. Those are all things that we’re 
trying to learn and preach to these kids in order to 
keep their heads in the game and put trust in one 
another.”

-Adam Cox, New Boston Head Coach

See LADY TIGERS | 37 LADY TIGERS, from page 36
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NOTRE DAME TITANS

Lady Titans have title hopes
By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

While the Notre Dame boys 
team is entering a new era 
in terms of players, the girls 
team is reloaded and poised 
to have a big season on paper.

The Titans have a bevy of 
experience returning to the 
lineup, including three seniors 
who are ready for one last go 
around.

Molly Hoover, Ali Smith, 
and Lexi Smith are expecting 
big things this season. The 
trio of girls for Notre Dame 
might have high hopes for this 
year, but they’re also helping 
to lead the charge for what’s 
to come down the road.

“We’ve got a lot of return-
ing players and those girls 
are leading the younger girls 
and doing things you would 
want older girls to do in the 
program,” Titans head coach 
JD McKenzie said. “They’re 
focused, and I think they’re 
hungry.”

Nine of the 16 players on 
the roster for Notre Dame 
also played varsity volleyball 
this year, where the Titans 

made it all the way to the 
regional tournament. This 
team is no stranger to the big 
stage in sports.

Combined with that expe-
rience in the postseason 
in other sports, the girls at 
Notre Dame have built rela-
tionships and that has trans-
lated onto the hardwood.

“I think it’s great because 
they know each other so well, 
and it goes over to the basket-
ball court,” McKenzie said. 
“They know where people are 
going to be, and what they’re 
going to do.”

With a mix of talent and 
team chemistry, there are high 
expectations for the Titans.

“I think this year is our 
best chance of making it past 
district, because we’ve never 
been past district,” Lexi 
Smith said about the season. 
“We have a lot of potential to 
be very good this year.”

Ali Smith is ready for what 
this year could bring to Notre 
Dame as well. She likes what 
she’s seeing around her, as the 
Titans are equipped with a lot 
of weapons across the floor.

“I’m really excited to be 

playing for Notre Dame,” Ali 
Smith said. “We’re going to 
have a really good team, and 
we’re going to have a few post 
players that are above average 
height and so we’ll be doing 
really good this year.”

Notre Dame has five 
players who are 5-foot-9 or 
taller, including junior Katie 
Dettwiller who stands at 
6-foot-4 and Lexi Smith who 
is exactly six feet tall. That 
size has offered a security 
blanket for guards like Ali 
Smith.

“You’re comfortable to 
pass it to them, and they’re 
available whenever you need 
them,” Ali Smith said.

That height will play 
dividends in the block for the 
offense and defense, but you 
won’t see those players lim-
ited to the post for the Titans.

“You can’t coach height,” 
McKenzie said. “Not only do 

we have height, but our two 
big girls Katie and Lexi, they 
can flat out play. I would put 
them up against any post 
players around.”

“It’s hard for other teams 
who don’t have that height to 
come in and guard us in a half 
court set. Those girls run the 
floor really well too, and we’re 
big on running in transition.”

Being able to play in the 
post and run the floor isn’t 
the only thing that Dettwiller 
and Lexi Smith can do, 
according to McKenzie.

“They both have really 
added to their outside range 
shooting,” McKenzie said. 
“Them being able to play 
inside and out I think will 
give some people fits and 
make us a hard guard.”

Notre Dame hopes to play 
a high tempo game, but 
McKenzie understands that 

Submitted Photo
The 2017 Notre Dame Lady Titans.

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/27 Green Home 6:00
11/30 Western Away 6:00
12/7 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
12/9 Greenfield-McClain Away 5:30
12/11 Eastern Home 6:00
12/14 East Away 6:00
12/16 Clay Home 12:00
12/18 New Boston Home 6:00
12/21 Green Away 6:00
12/23 Eastern Meigs Home 5:30
1/4 Western Home 6:00
1/8 Clay Away 6:00
1/11 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
1/15 Belpre Home 6:00
1/18 Eastern Away 6:00
1/20 Nelsonville York Away-Fairland 12:00
1/22 Oak Hill Away 6:00
1/25 East Home 6:00
1/27 Whiteoak Home 6:00
1/29 Valley Away 6:00
2/1 New Boston Away 6:00
2/3 Ironton Away 5:15

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE HEIGHT 
1 Molly Hoover 12 5-5
2 Taylor Schmidt 10 5-4
3 Ali Smith 12 5-2
4 Cassie Schaefer 10 5-6
5 Baylee Webb 11 5-3
10 Olivia Smith 10 5-6
11 Katie Dettwiller 11 6-4
12 Chloe Delabar 9 5-9
14 Claire Dettwiller 9 5-9
15 Sophia Hassel 10 5-6
20 Isabel Cassidy 9 5-6
21 Ava Hassel 9 5-4
22 Clara Hash 11 5-10
23 Joyce Zheng 10 5-5
24 Ashley Holtgrewe 9 5-6
34 Lexi Smith 12 6-0

NOTRE DAME TITANS

New look Notre Dame
By Ben Spicer
PDT Sports Writer

Much like the Notre Dame 
football team in the fall, the 
Titans boys basketball team 
will have a lot of new names.

Notre Dame has a very 
young roster this season 
consisting of five freshman, 
two juniors, and a senior.

Fortunately for head coach 
Garrick Anderson, some of 
those players were tested on 
the gridiron.

“A lot of them have been 
tested in football early in 
how physical the varsity 
game is,” Anderson said. 
“So hopefully that translates 
from football to basketball.”

With all the fresh faces 
on the floor for the Titans, 
a lot of schemes and plays 
will have to be retaught by 
Anderson in practice.

“Last year I had a lot of 
returning kids and they pret-
ty much knew the system, 
so we didn’t have to spend 
30 minutes on doing one 
thing,” Anderson said. “This 
year, I’ve had to start from 
square one, teach and do 
things a lot differently than I 
had to last year.”

Anderson says that senior 
Tyler Speas and junior Ben 
Mader are the only ones 

with a real grasp of what to 
expect in his system.

Speas says the team has 
played with a lot of energy 
so far, characterizing the 
play of Notre Dame thus far 
as “very scrappy.”

“Everybody is working 
hard,” Speas said. “We’re 
still young … but as a whole 
we’re very solid.”

As a result of all the 
seniors who graduated last 
year, Speas has been thrust 
into a new role as a leader in 
his last season.

However, Speas has 
embraced that role so far.

“Last year, we had a full 
team of seniors and all five 
were starters,” Speas said. 
“Now we only have one, so 
I’m really looking to push 
myself.”

“During practice, I’m 
always on them. Especially 
for sprints and defense and 
offense in terms of putting 
them in places where they 
need to be.”

Anderson will employ sev-
eral different strategies on 
both sides of the ball based 
on what the opponent plans 
to do.

“It really just depends on 
who we’re playing,” Ander-
son said. “If we’re playing a 
team that we can pressure, 

Bob Boldman
The 2017-2018 Notre Dame Titans.

then we will try to pressure. 
But the majority of our game 
this year is going to be to 
slow down and take some 
time off the clock and just 
get the best possible shot 
that we can get.”

“In years past, we’ve ran 

a lot of man. It depends on 
what team we’re playing. If 
we can get to where we can 
guard man, we’ll definitely 
go with man. It’s going to be 
more zone this year.”

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/5 Green Home 6:00
12/8 Western Away 6:00
12/12 Clay Away 6:00
12/15 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
12/16 South Webster Away 6:00
12/19 Eastern Home 6:00
12/22 East Away 6:00
12/23 Ironton Classic Away 3:00
1/5 New Boston Home 6:00
1/6 Whiteoak Away 6:00
1/9 Green Away 6:00
1/12 Western Home 6:00
1/16 Raceland Away 6:00
1/19 Clay Home 6:00
1/23 Valley Away 6:00
1/26 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
1/30 North Adams Away 6:00
2/2 Eastern Away 6:00
2/6 Ironton Home 6:00
2/9 East Home 6:00
2/13 Coal Grove Home 6:00
2/16 New Boston Away 6:00

See LADY TITANS | 40

See TITANS | 40

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME HEIGHT GRaDE 
2 Cole Harrell 5-6 Jr.
3 Ben Mader 6-0 Jr.
10 Miles Shipp 6-2 Fr.
12 Caleb Tindall 5-8 Jr.
15 Jackson Clark 5-10 Fr.
23 Ethan Kammer 5-10 Fr.
24 Caleb Nichols 6-0 Fr.
33 Gabe Pettay 6-0 Fr.
42 Tyler Speas 6-3 Sr.

1658 11th St, 
Portsmouth, OH 45662

(740) 353-4000
60711923

Pizza, pasta, salad, 
dessert buffet, game room

Book parties, meetings, reunions
carryout, fundraisers.
Mobile Pizza Trailer:  

Featuring "Fire Brick Oven"
740-353-4000

60711923
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WAVERLY TIGERS

Waverly, Ohio
OH-70016492

Julie Billings | Pike County News-Watchman
The 2017 Waverly Tigers.

Julie Billings | Pike County News-Watchman
The 2017 Waverly Lady Tigers.

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/25 Logan Elm Home 6:00
11/27 Oak Hill Away 6:00
11/30 South Webster Away 6:00
12/4 Northwest Home 6:00
12/7 Valley Aawy 6:00
12/9 Zane Trace Away 11:00
12/11 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
12/13 Portsmouth Home 6:00
12/14 Minford Home 6:00
12/18 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
12/21 Oak Hill Home 6:00
12/27 Holiday Classic Away-Western 6:00
12/28 Holiday Classic Away-Western TBA
1/4 South Webster Home 6:00
1/8 Northwest Away 6:00
1/11 Valley Home 6:00
1/18 Wheelersburg Away 6:00
1/22 Washington Courthouse Home 6:00
1/25 Minford Away 6:00
2/1 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
2/7 Hillsboro Home 6:00
2/10 Portsmouth Away 12:00

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE HEIGHT 
00 Loren Moran 9 5-4
1 Kami Knight 11 5-9
2 Kiara Smith 12 5-6
3 Carli Knight 9 5-8
10 Maddy Collett 9 5-7
12 Michaela Rhoads 9 5-4
20 Shaylee Heistad 12 5-5
22 Raelynn Dale 9 5-9
23 Morgan Wiseman 12 5-5
24 Zoiee Smith 9 5-5
34 Hailey Robinson 11 5-8
32 Hannah Robinson 11 5-5

sometimes the scheme from 
the opposition will be to try 
and limit that.

Still, the Titans seem fit 
to play either style of offense 
no matter what the opponent 
throws at them defensively.

“I like to get out and run, 
the girls like to get out and 
run, and there’s going to be 
nights where a team’s game 
plan is to slow us down,” 
McKenzie said. “We hope to 
not get slowed down, we want 
to get out and run in transi-
tion, but we do feel pretty 
confident if we get in a half 
court set.”

“It’s going to make it dif-
ficult to say “Hey this is what 
we’re going to do to Notre 
Dame tonight and it’s going 
to work” because I think we 
can go both ways with it.”

On defense, the Titans 
expect to crank up the inten-
sity as well.

Notre Dame will mix things 
up a bit, but with a deeper 
bench they can afford to play 
a frenzied style on both sides 
of the court.

“This year we’re changing 
up to a little bit more aggres-
sive style where we get out 

in passing lanes and try to 
force turnovers to get in our 
transition game offensively,” 
McKenzie said. “We’re not 
afraid to go zone if we have 
to, especially with our length 
and height and the quickness 
of our guards we’ll show that 
every once in a while.”

With added depth at the 
guard position, the Titans 
will be able to try new things 
and not see a drop off in the 
tempo throughout the game.

“This year is the deepest 
we’ve ever been at the guard 
position,” McKenzie said. “I 
look back at the tournament 
last year, and that was one of 
our struggles.”

“I feel really strongly that 
we go eight or nine deep most 
nights, and don’t go down to 
a different level when we sub 
in and out.”

Being able to rely on others 
to step up big off the bench is 
not only big for Coach McK-
enzie, but girls like Hoover 
who will have more chances 
to take a break and come back 
fresh in crucial stretches of 
the game.

“To be able to know that I 
can get a break, or if we need 
someone to hit a big shot, I 
know we have that,” Hoover 

said.
One guard that is expected 

to provide a lift is freshman 
Ava Hassel.

“She’s a really good guard 
and handles the ball well,” 
McKenzie said on Hassel. 
“She can play the one, two, or 
three position and will prob-
ably play all three of them. 
She’s a talented girl who can 
do a lot of things, and we’re 
expecting big things out of 
her.”

Hassel expects to play a 
big role in her first year in 
high school with Notre Dame, 
much like Taylor Schmidt did 
in her freshman season last 
year.

Schmidt started at shoot-
ing guard for the Titans last 
season, and has gotten even 
better over the offseason.

“She’s improved a bunch, 
and got a lot of good experi-
ence last year,” McKenzie 
said.

Sophomore Olivia Smith 
also looks like a guard that 
could offer contributions to 
the team over the course of 
the season for Notre Dame.

“She’ll be giving us some 
good minutes at the guard 
position,” McKenzie said.

Beyond the guards, the 

Titans have versatility in 
5-foot-10 junior Clara Hash.

Hash can play multiple posi-
tions on the floor, and is able 
to succeed regardless of what 
spot she’s playing in.

“She’s going to be a girl 
that can play the three or four 
spot for us,” McKenzie said. 
“She’ll come in and give Lexi 
or Katie a breather, and can 
play out on the wing as well.”

There is certainly no short-
age of talent for Notre Dame 
this season, and the added 
flexibility from the bench 
could be a big factor late in 
the season come tournament 
time.

“We’re pretty deep this year, 
probably the deepest we’ve 
been in a while,” McKenzie 
said. “We can do a better job 
this year I think of matching 
up against who we’re play-
ing.”

A pleasant blend of experi-
ence and youthful exuberance 
has McKenzie’s Titans ready 
for what 2017 can bring.

“We want to win the league 
of course, and not share that 
title with anyone else,” Ali 
Smith said. “We also want to 
go farther than we did last 
year.”

NOTRE DAME TITANS

LADY TITANS, from page 36

With all the younger play-
ers on the roster, nothing has 
been solidified yet in terms 
of starters for the Titans.

A lot of wars have been 
waged to earn playing time, 
though with a roster of only 
eight it seems like all the 
players on the team will be 
tested.

“Right now we’ve got three 
kids that are working hard to 
get [a starting] spot,” Ander-
son said. “We’re going to 
keep working and working, 
and some games it might be 
different. I may have one kid 
start one game, and the next 
game I may have another kid 
starting.”

There were several mem-
bers of the team that had 
stood out early on in the sea-
son to Anderson in practice 
and workouts.

Miles Shipp is one that 
Anderson expects to play 
big minutes. The head coach 
calls Shipp “very athletic.”

Another freshman who 
could have a breakthrough 
first year is Jackson Clark.

“When he gets hot, he can 
shoot the ball,” Anderson 
said.

With a team full of youth 
and inexperience, a lot of 
growing pains can be antici-
pated. But Anderson hopes 
his team can improve every 
time out.

“We just have to grow 
every game,” Anderson said. 
“I’m going to have a very, 
very young team so they’re 
going to have to grow up 
quickly.

“As long as we improve 
each and every game and get 
ready for tournaments, that’s 
all I could ask for. I just want 
us to compete every game 
and get ready for tournament 
time.”

Thought the tournament 
would be something new 
for nearly the whole team, if 
these Titans stick together 
they could be tough to beat 
in games to come down the 
road.

TITANS, from page 38

“as long as we 
improve each 
and every game 
and get ready 
for tournaments, 
that’s all I 
could ask for. 
I just want us 
to compete 
every game 
and get ready 
for tournament 
time.”

-Garrick Anderson, 
Head Coach GO TIGERS!

®

WESTSIDE
WE ARE PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE WEST PORTSMOUTH COMMUNITY!

2335 GALENA PIKE, WEST PORTSMOUTH, OHIO
See our ad at www.westside.iga.com • (740) 858-5122 6

0
7

3
0

8
0

0

O
H

-7
00

16
45

3



42
    

 D
ai

ly
 T

im
es

   •
   W

IN
TE

R 
SP

O
RT

S 
20

17
-1

8 

WESTERN INDIANS

Julie Billings | Pike County News-Watchman
The 2017 Western Lady Indians.

Julie Billings | Pike County News-Watchman
The 2017 Western Indians.

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/5 New Boston Away 6:00
12/8 Notre Dame Home 6:00
12/12 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
12/15 Eastern Away 6:00
12/19 Clay Home 6:00
12/20 Portsmouth Away 6:00
12/22 Green Away 6:00
12/29 Waverly Holiday Classic Home 6:00
12/30 Waverly Holiday Classic Home 6:00
1/5 East Away 6:00
1/6 Manchester Away 6:00
1/9 New Boston Home 6:00
1/12 Notre Dame Away 6:00
1/13 Peebles Away 4:00
1/19 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
1/20 Paint Valley Home 6:00
1/23 Zane Trace Away 4:45
1/26 Eastern Home 6:00
2/2 Clay Away 6:00
2/6 Huntington Home 6:00
2/9 Green Home 6:00
2/16 East Home 6:00

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/27 New Boston Away 6:00
11/30 Notre Dame Home 6:00
12/2 Piketon Away 12:00
12/4 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
12/7 Eastern Away 6:00
12/11 Clay Home 6:00
12/14 Green Away 6:00
12/18 East Away 6:00
12/21 New Boston Home 6:00
12/27 Holiday Classic Home 6:00
12/28 Holiday Classic Home 6:00
1/4 Notre Dame Away 6:00
1/8 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
1/11 Eastern Home 6:00
1/13 Peebles Away 4:30
1/18 Clay Away 6:00
1/20 Paint Valley Home 4:00
1/22 Zane Trace Away 5:30
1/25 Green Home 6:00
1/27 West Union Away 6:00
2/1 East Home 6:00
2/3 Southeastern Away 6:00
2/16 Senior Night Home 6:00

Daycare, Boarding, Grooming

501 7th Street, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662.......740-353-9804
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EASTERN EAGLES

Julie Billings | Pike County News-Watchman
The 2017 Eastern Lady Eagles.

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/1 Oak Hill Away 6:00
12/5 Symmes Valley Home 6:00
12/8 East Away 6:00
12/9 Africentric Away-Portsmouth 7:45
12/12 Green Away 6:00
12/15 Western Home 6:00
12/19 Notre Dame Away 6:00
12/22 New Boston Away 6:00
12/29 Pike County Holiday Classic Away-Waverly 6:00
12/30 Pike County Holiday Classic Away-Waverly TBA
1/2 Ripley Home 6:00
1/5 Clay Home 6:00
1/9 Symmes Valley Away 6:00
1/12 East Home 6:00
1/16 Valley Home 6:00
1/19 Green Home 6:00
1/20 Dave Young Classic Away-North Adams 1:30
1/26 Western Away 6:00
2/2 Notre Dame Home 6:00
2/9 New Boston Home 6:00
2/13 Minford Home 6:00
2/16 Clay Away 6:00

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE HEIGHT      
3 Evan Leist 11 5-9
5 Noah Gray 12 5-10
12 Parker Clemmons 11 5-10
15 Drake Myers 11 5-11
20 Hunter Cochenour 10 6-1
22 Oran Logan 11 6-0
30 Cody Weaver 11 6-3
32 Michael Miller 11 6-6
33 Austin Canaday 11 6-0
42 Bryce Hoover 12 5-11
54 Dalton Tomlison 12 6-5

GIRLS ROSTER
NaME GRaDE HEIGHT       
Breanna Greene 12 5-8
Patience Conley 12 5-4
Jenny Dearth 11 6-0
Olivia Hatfield 11 5-4
Kallie Helton 11 5-7
Morgan Legg 11 5-9
Kristiana McDaniel 11 5-4
Makenzie Greene 10 5-4
Shaelyn Tomlison 10 5-8
Paige Carter 9 5-7
Andrea Lester 9 5-11
Skylar White 9 5-7

• TRANE 
•AMANA

• GOODMAN 
• CARRIER

No Job Too BIG Or Too SMALL

DONNIE MARTIN HEATING & COOLING  740-259-4512

Call Us Today For All Your Heating & Cooling Needs!

We Wish all Our Local
Teams a Great Season!

60730834

OH #26659, WV #WV032096, KY #M03215
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3015 Scioto Trail, Portsmouth
Call Now 740-353-2653 (COLE)

“We service all makes and models”

W
IN

TER SPO
RTS 2017-18   •   Daily Tim

es     43

GO 
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PIKETON REDSTREAKS

Julie Billings | Pike County News-Watchman
The 2017 Piketon Lady Redstreaks.

Julie Billings | Pike County News-Watchman
The 2017 Piketon Redstreaks.

POTTS
AUTOBODY

(740) 820-2416

Jeff Potts Fax: (740) 820-8660
10371 St. Rt. 139 • Minford, Oh 45653

OH-70016560
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Real estate GalleRy, Inc.
www.realestategallery.com

1902 25th Street
Portsmouth, OH
740-355-1990

306 W. North Street
Waverly, OH

740-941-1990 

8811 Ohio River Road 
Wheelersburg, OH
740-574-9902 60

71
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41

Nancy Hawk, Broker/Owner 

GAMPP’S INCORPORATED

(740) 776-2362      (740)776-2382
2229 State Route 140 - Portsmouth, OH

WWW.GAMPPS.COM

“We Service What We Sell” O
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740-259-2481

McKinley Funeral Home
Lucasville, Ohio

Serving the area since 1937
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Mary’s Spirit Shop
2109 Gallia St. | Portsmouth, Ohio  45662

Ph. (740) 353-8861

Screen Printing,
Full Color Banners, Trophys & More!

60711924OH-70016465

GOOD LUCK
TO ALL THE AREA
BASKETBALL
TEAMS 2017-18
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WH E E L E RSBURG

EUTON
REAL ESTATE, INC

CHARLES

Call us at 740-574-2519

Serving Ohio with Experience and Integrity.

Looking to 
sell or buy?

Robyn MarshBob Marsh

OH-70016399

OAK HILL OAKS

Paul Boggs | Jackson County Times-Journal
The 2017-2018 Oak Hill Lady Oaks.

Paul Boggs | Jackson County Times-Journal
The 2017 Oak Hill Oaks.

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/21 Gallia Academy Away 6:00
12/1 Eastern Home 6:00
12/5 Waverly Home 6:00
12/8 Valley Away 6:00
12/9 Point Pleasant Away-RioGrande 6:00
12/12 Wheelersburg Away 6:00
12/15 Minford Home 6:00
12/19 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
12/22 South Webster Home 6:00
12/29 Alexander Away 6:00
1/2 Rock Hill Home 6:00
1/5 Northwest Away 6:00
1/9 Waverly Away 6:00
1/12 Valley Home 6:00
1/14 Warren JFK Away-Canton 12:00
1/16 Wellston Away 6:00
1/19 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
1/26 Minford Away 6:00
1/30 River Valley Home 6:00
2/2 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
2/3 Coal Grove Away 4:00
2/9 South Webster Away 6:00
2/16 Northwest Home 6:00

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/21 Gallia Academy Away 6:00
11/27 Waverly Home 6:00
11/30 Valley Away 6:00
12/4 Wheelersburg Away 6:00
12/7 Minford Home 6:00
12/11 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
12/14 South Webster Home 6:00
12/18 Northwest Away 6:00
12/21 Waverly Away 6:00
12/23 Spartan Holiday Showcase Away 10:00
12/28 River Valley Away 6:00
1/3 Rock Hill Away 6:00
1/4 Valley Home 6:00
1/6 Eastern Home 1:00
1/8 Wheelersburg Home 6:00
1/11 Minford Away 6:00
1/13 Wellston Away 12:00
1/15 Coal Grove Home 6:00
1/18 Portsmouth West Home 6:00
1/22 Notre Dame Home 6:00
1/25 South Webster Away 6:00
2/1 Northwest Home 6:00
2/5 New Boston Home 6:00

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE HEIGHT       
3 Josie Bond 11 5-7
5 Bailey Ward 12 5-8
10 Payton Crabtree 10 5-6
11 Caitlyn Brisker 10 5-8
14 Baylee Howard 10 5-6
15 Shannon Conley 10 5-8
20 Macy Mullett 11 5-5
21 Sophia Myers 9 5-6
22 Kasey Riley 11 5-7
23 Peyton Miller 10 5-7
25 Oliva Clarkson 9 5-10
30 Kody Wright 9 5-6
32 Rileigh Swingle 12 5-10
33 Kristen Eick 12 5-7

IRONTON FIGHTING TIGERS

Jim Walker | Ironton Tribune
The 2017-18 Ironton Lady Tigers.

Jim Walker | Ironton Tribune
The 2017-2018 Ironton Fighting Tigers.

OH-70016559OH-70016559

Minford Telephone Company
10717 State Rt. 139 P.O. Box 181
Minford, Ohio 45653

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/24 Athens Away 6:00
11/30 Portsmouth Away 6:00
12/4 Fairland Home 6:00
12/7 Gallipolis Away 6:00
12/11 Rock Hill Away 6:00
12/14 Chesapeake Away 6:00
12/16 Raceland (KY) Away 1:00
12/18 Ashland Paul Blazer (KY) Home 6:00
12/22 Ironton Classic Home TBA
1/4 South Point Home 6:00
1/8 Coal Grove Away 6:00
1/10 Chillicothe Home 6:00
1/11 Portsmouth Home 6:00
1/18 Fairland Away 6:00
1/20 Valley Away 1:00
1/22 Gallipolis Home 6:00
1/25 Rock Hill Home 6:00
1/29 Chesapeake Home 6:00
2/1 South Point Away 6:00
2/3 Notre Dame Home 5:15
2/5 Coal Grove Home 6:00
2/8 Wheelersburg Home 6:00

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/5 Spring Valley Away 8:00
12/9 Meigs Away-Rio Grande 7:45
12/12 Fairland Home 8:00
12/15 Gallia Academy Away 8:00
12/19 Ashland Away 7:30
12/22 Ironton Classic Home TBA
12/23 Ironton Classic Home TBA
12/28 Huntington Home 8:00
1/5 Rock Hill Away 7:30
1/6 Wheelersburg Away 7:30
1/9 Chesapeake Away 7:30
1/12 South Point Home 8:00
1/16 Coal Grove Away 7:30
1/19 Portsmouth Home 8:00
1/23 Fairland Away 8:00
1/26 Gallia Academy Home 8:00
1/30 Rock Hill Home 7:30
2/2 Chesapeake Home 7:30
2/6 South Point Away 8:00
2/9 Coal Grove Home 7:30
2/14 Capital Home 7:00
2/16 Portsmouth Away 8:00

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE HEIGHT POS.
2 Riley Schreck 5-9 So. F-G
4 Samantha LaFon 5-11 Fr. F-C
4 Lilly Zornes 5-4 Fr. G
5 Lexi Wise 5-10 Sr. PG
10 Lydia Hannan 5-9 So. F
14 Maddie Bowles 5-7 Fr. G
14 Elli Williams 5-5 So. G
15 Kameren Arden 5-4 Fr. G
21 Reece Stager 5-7 Sr. F
22 Haylee Stevens 5-7 Jr. G
23 Lauren Wikoff 5-8 Fr. F
33 Katie Boyer 5-10 Sr. F-C
34 Sophie Caines 5-7 Jr. F
42 Meah Phillips 5-9 Fr. F
44 Lexie Arden 5-10 So. F-G
44 Brooke Barnes 5-7 Jr. F

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME HEIGHT GRaDE POS.
4 Ethan Wilson 6-2 Jr. G
12 Jordan Grizzle 5-11 So. G
13 Joel Blankenship 5-10 Sr. G
20 Reid Carrico 6-3 Fr. F
21 Collin Freeman 5-11 So. G
22 Kyle Adkins 6-1 Jr. G
23 Ethan Adkins 6-1 Jr. G
24 Ryan Payne 5-10 So. G
30 Hunter Humphreys 6-2 Jr. C
32 Charlie Large 6-0 Jr. F
34 Ayden Barnes 6-2 Jr. F
45 Trent Milleson 6-2 So. C

GO 
OAKS!
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SYMMES VALLEY VIKINGS

Jim Walker | Ironton Tribune
The 2017-2018 Symmes Valley Lady Vikings.

www.allensauctions.com  •  Call 740.820.2725  •  SR 139, Minford, Ohio

We Support Our Local Teams. Have a Wonderful Season!
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JENKINS’
SERVICE CENTER

ALL TYPES OF MECHANICAL WORK
740-776-7007 or 740-776-9907
Serving Your Family for Generations to Come!
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GREENUP COUNTY MUSKETEERS

Jim Walker | Ironton Tribune
The 2017-2018 Symmes Valley Vikings.

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
12/1 South Gallia Home 6:00
12/5 Eastern Away 6:00
12/8 New Boston Home 6:00
12/12 Western Away 6:00
12/15 Notre Dame Home 6:00
12/19 East Home 6:00
12/22 Clay Away 6:00
12/29 Rock Hill Away 6:00
1/5 Green Home 6:00
1/6 Fairview (KY) Home 6:00
1/9 Eastern Home 6:00
1/12 New Boston Away 6:00
1/13 Ironton Away 6:00
1/19 Western Home 6:00
1/20 Dave Young Classic Away-North Adams TBA
1/26 Notre Dame Away 6:00
1/27 South Gallia Away 6:00
2/2 East Away 6:00
2/9 Clay Home 6:00
2/1o Ironton Home 6:00
2/13 Rock Hill Home 6:00
2/16 Green Away 6:00

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/27 Eastern Away 6:00
11/28 South Gallia Away 6:00
11/30 New Boston Home 6:00
12/4 Western Away 6:00
12/7 Notre Dame Home 6:00
12/11 East Home 6:00
12/14 Clay Away 6:00
12/18 Green Home 6:00
12/21 Eastern Home 6:00
1/4 New Boston Away 6:00
1/8 Western Home 6:00
1/10 Ironton Home 6:00
1/11 Notre Dame Away 6:00
1/17 Gallia Academy Home 6:00
1/18 East Away 6:00
1/20 Point Pleasant Away 1:00
1/24 Chesapeake Away 6:00
1/25 Clay Home 6:00
1/31 South Gallia Home 6:00
2/1 Green Away 6:00
2/5 Portsmouth West Away 6:00
2/10 Southern Away 6:00

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE POSITION      
5 Emma Boggs 9 G
15 Holly Bryant 11 C
20 Lexi Carroll 10 F
34 Lauren Hannah 10 C
01 Gracie Haywood 11 G
 Madison Hill 11 G
55 Ellee Hunt 9 F
32 Hannah Hunt 11 F
04 Grace Jackson 10 F
10 Ashley Locklear 9 G
2 Heather Locklear 11 G
25 Maggie Miller 11 G
33 Launa Ratcliff 9 G
3 Baylee Robinson 9 G
44 Viktoria Steen 11 C
13 Madison Vanderpool 9 G
11 Brooke Zaph 11 G

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME GRaDE POSITION      
20 Barry Adkins 11 F
12 Trey Collier 11 G
1 Kyle Gammon 12 G
23 Gage Hughes 12 G
44 JR Johnson 12 F
13 JT Johnson 12 G
32 Griffin Keeton 10 F
10 Brady Nelson 10 G
31 Elijah Raby 11 G
34 Reece Reed 12 G
21 Logan Robinson 11 G
3 Ethan Spradlin 12 G
55 Brecken Thomas 11 F
30 Cody Tolliver 12 C
33 Cameron Walker 11 F

GIRLS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/27 Boyd County Home 7:30
11/28 South Point O.H. Away 7:30
12/2 Walton-Verona Home 2:00
12/6 Rock Hill O.H. Away 7:30
12/9 Lewis County Home 7:30
12/11 Rowan County Away 7:30
12/14 Raceland Home 7:30
12/16 Menifee County Away 7:30
12/22 Rock Hill O.H. Home 7:30
12/28 Winterfest Shootout Away-Sevierville T.N. TBA
12/29 Winterfest Shootout Away-Sevierville T.N. TBA
12/30 Winterfest Shootout Away-Sevierville T.N. TBA
1/4 Ashland Blazer Home 7:30
1/9 Lawrence County Home 7:30
1/19 Russell Away 7:30
1/20 Ironton O.H. Home 1:30
1/25 Lewis County Away 7:30
1/27 Ironton O.H. Away 12:00
1/29 Wheelersburg O.H. Home 7:30
2/2 Russell Home 7:30
2/3 Mason County Away 6:00
2/5 Ashland Blazer Away 7:30
2/9 Raceland Away 7:30
2/10 Fairview Home 3:00
2/12 Montgomery County Away 7:30
2/15 Fleming County Home 7:30

BOyS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
11/29 Rowan County Home 7:30
12/1 Russell Away 7:30
12/5 Elliott County Away 7:30
12/8 Lewis County Home 7:30
12/12 Ashland Blazer Home 7:30
12/16 Fairview Home 7:30
12/19 Derby Classic Away-Raceland TBA
12/20 Derby Classic Away-Raceland TBA
12/21 Derby Classic Away-Raceland TBA
12/23 Ironton Classic Away-Ironton 1:15
12/28 Stultz Pharmacy Holiday Classic Home 6:00
12/29 Stultz Pharmacy Holiday Classic Home 6:00
12/30 Stultz Pharmacy Holiday Classic Home 6:00
1/6 Raceland Away 7:30
1/9 Morgan County Away 7:30
1/12 Lewis County Away 7:30
1/13 Chesapeake O.H. Away 7:30
1/16 Mason County Home 7:30
1/18 East Carter Home 7:30
1/20 West Carter Home 7:30
1/22 Bath County Away 7:30
1/26 Russell Home 7:30
1/30 Lawrence County Away 7:30
2/1 Raceland Home 7:30
2/3 Paintsville Away 2:00
2/6 Elliott County Home 7:30
2/10 Boyd County Home 7:30
2/13 Morgan County Home 7:30
2/16 Fleming County Home 7:30

BOyS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME HEIGHT GRaDE POS.      
0 Jacob Sites 6-0 Jr. F
3 Derik Brace 5-9 Sr. G
4 Justin White 5-7 So. G
10 Jack Leith 6-2 So. G-F
12 Micheal Holschuh 5-11 Sr. F
21 Alec Carpenter 6-1 Sr. G-F
23 Nick Klaiber 6-1 Sr. G-F
24 Layken Gothard 5-8 Sr. G
33 Austin Mannon 6-3 Sr. F
40 Hunter Adams 6-2 Sr. F-C
50 Brock Carpenter 6-2 Sr. F-C

GIRLS ROSTER
NuMBER NaME HEIGHT GRaDE POS.      
0 Kaitlyn Crabtree 5-10 Sr. C
3 Payton Hunter 5-5 So. G
4 Emily Gorby 5-8 Fr. F
5 Kylie Deer 5-9 So. F-C
10 Jensyn Shepherd 6-0 Sr. C
12 Taylor Sells 5-8 So. F
13 Rachael Hayes 5-4 So. G
14 Ellie Johnson 5-9 Fr. F
15 Kaylee Cade 5-5 So. G
21 Emily Johnson 5-10 Jr. F
30 Hailee Littlejohn 5-9 So. F
32 Chelsye Napier 5-11 Sr. C
42 Paige Conley 6-2 Sr. C
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SHAWNEE STATE UNIVERSITY

1248 Kinney’s Lane
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
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+0731126

1248 Kinney’s Lane, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 | 740-356-7526 

MENS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
10/29 William Penn Univ. Home L 86-94
11/1 Ohio-Chillicothe Home W Forfeit Visitor
11/8 Ohio Christian Univ. Home W 69-55
11/10 Cardinal Stritch Univ. Away W 71-54
11/11 Mount Vernon Nazarene Univ. Away W 78-66
11/21 Univ. of Rio Grande Away 6:00
11/29 Stony Brook Univ. Away 7:00
12/2 Cedarville Univ. Away 7:30
12/4 Wilberforce Univ. Home 8:00
12/9 Lake Erie Away 4:00
12/15 Ave Maria Univ. Away 6:00
12/16 Hastings College Away 4:00
12/18 Lynn Univ. Away 3:30
12/19 Florida Tech Away 6:00
12/30 Mount Vernon Nazarene Univ. Away 4:00
1/6 Univ. of Pikeville Away 4:00
1/8 Central State Univ. Home 7:30
1/11 Lindsey Wilson Home 8:00
1/13 Cumberland Univ. Home 4:00
1/18 Georgetown College Away 8:00
1/20 Campbellsville Univ. Away 4:00
1/25 Life Univ. Home 8:00
1/27 Univ. of the Cumberlands (RV) Home 4:00
1/30 Univ. of Rio Grande Home 8:00
2/1 Univ. of Pikeville Home 8:00
1/8 Cumberland Univ. Away 9:00
1/10 Lindsey Wilson Away 5:00
1/15 Campbellsville Univ. Home 8:00
1/17 Georgetown College Home 4:00
1/22 Univ. of the Cumberlands (RV) Away 8:00
1/24 Life Univ. Away 4:00

WOMENS ScHEDuLE
DaTE OPPONENT LOcaTION TIME 
10/27 Kentucky Christian Univ. Home W 108-52
10/28 Cincinnati Christian Univ. Home W 96-54
11/4 West Virginia Institute of Tech. Home W 96-69
11/9 Martin Methodist (RV) Away 5:30
11/10 Bethel Univ. Away 8:00
11/11 Blue Mountain College Away 3:30
11/17 Taylor Univ. Away 2:00
11/18 Indiana Wesleyan Univ. Away 12:00
11/24 Columbia College Away 2:00
11/25 Westmont College Away 6:00
11/29 Ohio Christian Univ. Home 6:00
12/8 Brewton-Parker Home 6:00
12/9 Asbury Univ. Home 2:00
12/18 Univ. of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez Away 5:00
12/19 Interamericana Univ. Away 3:00
12/30 Brescia Univ. Home 2:00
1/6 Univ. of Pikeville (RV) Away 2:00
1/11 Lindsey Wilson Home 6:00
1/13 Cumberland Univ. Home 2:00
1/18 Georgetown College Away 6:00
1/20 Campbellsville Univ. Away 2:00
1/25 Life Univ. Home 6:00
1/27 Univ. of the Cumberlands Home 2:00
2/1 Univ. of Pikeville Home 6:00
2/8 Cumberland Univ. Away 7:00
2/10 Lindsey Wilson Away 3:00
2/15 Campbellsville Univ. Home 6:00
2/17 Georgetown College Home 2:00
2/22 Univ. of the Cumberlands Away 6:00
2/24 Life Univ. Away 2:00

WOMENS ROSTER
Number Player class Height Position
3 Ashton Lovely JR 5-9 G
14 Shania Massie JR 5-7 G
21 Laken Smith FR 6-0 F
23 Hannah Miller JR 5-9 G
25 Hagen Schaefer FR 5-8 F
32 Madison Ridout SR 5-9 G
34 Bailey Cummins SO 5-8 G
40 Sienna King FR 6-0 F
44 Lydia Poe JR 6-2 C
55 Leah Wingeier FR 6-5 F

MENS ROSTER
Number Player class Height Position
2 Tamal Watkins SO 5-10 G
3 Jayllen Carter SR 6-1 G
10 Gavin Brown FR 6-3 G
11 J. Murrell SR 6-4 F
12 Conor Markins JR 6-1 G
14 Bryan Rolfe SO 6-4 G
15 Matt Smith FR 6-8 F
20 Derick Jones FR 5-10 G
21 Justin Johnson SO 6-9 F
22 Tysean Whitehead FR 6-6 F
23 Selby Hind-Wills SO 6-6 F
24 Matt Rhodes SR 6-5 G
25 Daniel Ester FR 6-4 F
30 EJ Onu FR 6-10 F
40 Frederick Moore SR 6-7 F
42 Carter Williams SO 6-6 G
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www.ssubears.com
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