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740.333.7290 • 1387 Leesburg Ave. • Washington Court House, OH 43160

WE ARE IN NETWORK!
We Accept:

Aetna • Metlife • Cigna • Delta Dental
• UHC • Superior • Guardian • Liberty

United Concordia • Principal
Anthem • UMR • And Many Others!

Located on the outparcel of the 
Washington Court House Walmart

in the heart of Fayette County
No insurance? No worries. We have 
in house payment plans available.ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
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A Special Supplement to

Aaralyne Estep, Washington

Miami Trace wrestling defending FAC champs

Miami Trace’s Hillery Jacobs (shooting) 
and Libby Aleshire

Miami Trace’s Connor 
Collins, 3rd at State 
bowling last season

Mason Mustain, WashingtonKarson Runk, Washington

2021-22 Fayette County  
Winter SportS  
outlook
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� e sta�  and students of 
Miami Trace wish all teams
a successful winter season.

Go Panthers!
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The staff and students 
of Miami Trace wish 
all teams a successful 

winter season.
Go Panthers!

OH-70261406

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

After several years as a girls 
varsity basketball head coach, 
Ben Ackley has made the move 
to the boys game.

Ackley was hired as the 
Miami Trace High School 
varsity boys basketball coach 
back in April, taking the spot 
previously held for several 
seasons by Rob Pittser.

“I’m very excited,” Ackley 
said, anticipating the season. 
“We’ve put together a great 
staff of coaches who want 
the best for our kids and are 
working extremely hard, from 
our youth program clear up to 
the varsity.

“The kids have done 
everything we’ve asked of 
them,” Ackley said. “Our 
numbers are very good. We’re 
very pleased with where were 
are, numbers-wise.

“I’m very grateful and excited 
to keep going and try to build 
(this program) and turn it into 
something special,” Ackley 
said.

Assistant coaches for Miami 
Trace this year will be Brian 
Southward and Troy Dunkle. 
Alex Marting will be the j-v 
coach. Zach Bloom will be the 
freshman coach.

Eddie Napier is the eighth 
grade coach and the seventh 
grade coach is Ryan Garrison.

Miami Trace graduated eight 
seniors off of last year’s team 
that finished an abbreviated 
season with a record of 5-9 
overall, 3-6 in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference.

Those seniors were: Logan 
Rodgers, Ethan Steele, Bo 
Little, Cameron Moore, Dylan 
Bernard, Keegan Terry, Keegan 
Terry and Braden Osborne.

Miami Trace has four 
seniors, two juniors and four 
sophomores on this season’s 
roster, though additional 
players may dress for varsity 

games after playing for the j-v 
team.

The seniors this year are 
Hayden Hunter, Brayden 
Morris, Ashton Connell and 
Cole Campbell.

Juniors are Andrew 
Guthrie and Shay Saylers and 
sophomores are Eli Fliehman, 
Bryson Osborne, Austin 
Boedeker and Garrett Guess.

“We’re returning Hayden 
Hunter, he lettered last year,” 
Ackley said. “He’s a solid guard 
for us. He’s played a lot on the 
ball. We’re going to move him 
off the ball this year, so, his role 
is going to be different. He’s 
adjusting. We’re asking him to 
do different things.

“Brayden Morris played 
primarily j-v as a junior last 
year,” Ackley said. “Brayden 
has had an exceptional off-
season. He’s worked very hard 
and gotten stronger. He’s put 
a lot of time in the gym. He 
could be a two, three or a four 
for us. We think he brings a lot 
of different things to the table.

“We have two other seniors 
who have come out who 
haven’t played in a couple of 
years,” Ackley said, referring to 
Connell and Campbell. “Cole 
is 6-3 or 6-4; he’ll come off the 
bench for us and give us some 
minutes at the post. He’s strong 
and athletic and we hope he 
can be a good defender at the 
rim.

“Ashton has been a very 
pleasant surprise to me,” 
Ackley said. “He’s extremely 
athletic, very good defensively, 
with great feet. He’s an 
extremely hard worker. As 
he progresses, he’ll just keep 
getting better and better, 
offensively. We’ve been pleased 
with what we’ve seen from him 
so far.

“Drew Guthrie is a 6-9 
junior,” Ackley said. “He’ll start 
in the middle for us. He’s as 

Ackley new  
Miami Trace boys coach

See MT BOyS | 4
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good as any big player in the 
league. He is very skilled. He 
shoots the ball very well for a 
kid his size. He’s a very good 
passer. His basketball I.Q. is off 
the charts.”

Ackley said the Panthers will 
rely heavily on Guthrie this 
year, especially, perhaps, after 
the graduation of several other 
tall players, such as Rodgers, 
Bernard and Steele.

“He had a very good off-
season,” Ackley said. “We look 
for him to have a big year for 
us.

“Shay is our other junior,” 
Ackley said. “He’s a very 
athletic kid who played j-v last 
year. He works extremely hard. 
He can play multiple spots for 
us. He defends very well. He’ll 
handle the ball some and play 
off the ball some. We look for 
him to give us good minutes at 
the varsity.”

Ackley spoke a bit about the 
sophomores he’ll have on the 
varsity.

“Eli Fliehman will be our 
starting point guard,” Ackley 
said. “He’s very heady. He’s 
athletic and a very good 
defender. He has a very bright 
future.

“Bryson Osborne is another 
sophomore who will get big 
minutes for us,” Ackley said. 
“He’s a guard and a very 
good defender. He’s getting 
better offensively every day. 
He’s another kid who works 
extremely hard.

“Austin Boedeker is kind of 
our Swiss army knife,” Ackley 
said. “He does everything 
for us. He can play all five 
positions on the floor and is 
a very good rebounder. He’s a 
great defender, he can score it. 
Austin and Eli will play huge 
roles for us.

“Garrett Guess is 6-6 and 
very athletic,” Ackley said. 
“We really like his upside as far 
as what he’s capable of doing 
as he grows and matures. He 

plays both inside and out. He’s 
getting better, defensively.

“That’s our core, what I’ve 
named,” Ackley said.

Ackley gave his take on the 
FAC for 2021-22.

“I think the league will be 
extremely competitive,” Ackley 
said. “Pat Beard will be a new 
coach at Chillicothe. It’ll be 
kind of fun coaching against 
him again. We coached against 
each other when we coached 
the girls’ teams.

“Pat does a great job,” Ackley 
said. “His teams are well-
coached and they play hard. 
Chillicothe seems like they’re 
always big and athletic. That’ll 
be a tough match-up for us.

“Hillsboro returns a couple 
of really nice players,” Ackley 
said. “They have a nice 
nucleus. They’ve built a nice 
program. They tied for the 
league last year. They’ll be very 
formidable, as well.

“I think Washington, in my 
opinion, has the most overall 
talent in the league,” Ackley 
said. “When you look at the 
roster, it’s very impressive what 
they have. They have size, they 
have athleticism. Now they’ve 
got kids with a lot of varsity 
experience. (Tanner) Lemaster 
is a stand-out player. They have 
Raleigh and Isaiah Haithcock; 
they have (Karson) Runk. They 
just return a lot of kids who 
have gotten a lot of minutes.

“John Wall, I think, will just 
be exceptional,” Ackley said. 
“He shoots the ball extremely 
well, has a great basketball I.Q. 
He’s going to have them in the 
right spots all the time.

“They have some athletes 
who played football that have 
come out,” Ackley said. “I’ll 
think they’ll be a big surprise in 
this area.

“Jackson and McClain, 
along with Court House, in 
my opinion, are going to be 
the three teams to be in our 
league,” Ackley said. “I just feel 
like Jackson has the nucleus. 
The coach does a great job 
with them. They have a great 
system in place. Their kids are 

very mentally and physically 
tough. That’s a tough place to 
play down there.

“They might start off a little 
slow because their football 
team is in the playoffs,” Ackley 
said. “They’ll be a force.

“Joe B. Stewart is still at 
McClain,” Ackley said. “They 
have a really good senior class 
that has been playing together 
since they were in the third 
grade. There will be kids 
coming off their bench who 
would start for any other team 
in the league.

“They have experience 
and they have grit,” Ackley 
said. “They probably have the 
best player in the league in 
the Badgley kid. He can do 
things that you can’t teach. He 
shoots the ball well, he’s a great 
defender, a good rebounder.

“McClain will be very solid,” 
Ackley said. “We respect them.

“We’re looking forward to 
the season,” Ackley said. “This 
year at Miami Trace, for us, it’s 
not going to be as much about 
our opponents as it is going to 
be about us.

“We need to learn how to 
compete on a different level, 
every single day,” Ackley said. 
“We need to learn how to trust 
one another and understand 
the selfless attitude that we’re 
preaching to these kids. We 
want them to know that the 
program and the team always 
comes before any one person.

“So far, everyone has bought 
in and the effort has been 
great,” Ackley said. “With what 

we ask of these kids, it’s not 
easy to be a Miami Trace boys 
basketball player. It’s just not. 
We’re doing a lot of things that 
we think will make them better.

“We’ve asked our kids to 
open their minds to change,” 
Ackley said. “Coach Pittser and 
his staff had a great run while 
they were here. The one thing 
I’ve learned over my years of 
coaching, there’s not right or 
wrong, but there is different. 
What we’re doing is way 
different, systematically, than 
what these kids are used to.

“We’re asking the kids to 
give us a chance, give the 
system a chance and buy-in and 
worry more about each step of 
the process, more than worry 
about the end goal at this 
stage,” Ackley said.

Photo by Downtown Photography
2021-22 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Bryson 
Osborne, Cole Campbell, Hayden Hunter, Braeden Morris, Ashton Connell, 
Shay Salyers; (back, l-r); assistant coach Alex Marting, assistant coach 
Brian Southward, head coach Ben Ackley, Bryson Sheets, Zach Warnock, 
Eli Fliehman, Andrew Guthrie, Garrett Guess, Austin Boedeker, Brady 
Armstrong, assistant coach Troy Dunkle and assistant coach Zack Bloom.

From page 3

MT Boys

MIAMI TRACE BOyS 
vARSITy BASKETBALL

Wed., Nov. 24  Unioto  A  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Nov. 26  Lancaster    8 p.m. 
 @ Zane Trace
Fri., Dec. 3  Hillsboro  A  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 7  Jackson  H  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 10  Chillicothe H  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 11  Logan Elm  H  3 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 14  McClain  A  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 18  Washington   1:30 p.m.
Tues,. Dec. 21  Zane Trace H  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 28  McDonalds  H  8 p.m. *
Thurs., Dec. 30  McDonalds  H  TBA *
Tues., Jan. 4  Circleville  H  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 7  Hillsboro  H  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 11  Wilmington  H  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 14 J ackson   A  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 18  Clinton-Massie  A  4:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 21  Chillicothe  A  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 25  Day. Stivers  H  4:45 p.m.
Fri,. Jan. 28  McClain  H  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 29  Waverly  H  3 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 1  Waynesville  A  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 5  Washington   3 p.m.
* Varsity only
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FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

(740) 335-1331

Good Luck to all
Winter Sports
Participants

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.

The Washington High 
School varsity boys 
basketball team heads into 
this season with a young 
team, but a team that head 
coach Shannon Bartruff 
expects to play with energy 
and intensity.

The Blue Lions finished 
3-14 on the season 
overall last year and 2-8 
in the Frontier Athletic 
Conference. Last year, the 
team played freshmen, 
sophomores, one junior 
and two seniors.

“We have a great turnout 
this year — we are still 
a very young program 
with just four seniors this 
season,” said Bartruff. 
“Three of those seniors are 
new to our program from 
last year. We have two to 
three returning starters 
from last year, and then a 
lot of younger guys that are 
going to have to step up 
and fill spots.”

The four Blue Lion 

seniors are: Karson Runk, 
Reico Colter, Clayton 
Howland and Rishaun 
Burns.

“Karson’s leadership has 
been exactly what we need 
in our locker room so far,” 
said Bartruff. “He’s one 
of our hardest workers 
day in and day out, his 
teammates respect his 
voice in our locker room 
and his attitude has been 
great. The biggest attribute 

Karson has brought to 
us so far has been his 
consistency.”

As for Colter, Howland 
and Burns, they all bring 
individual skills that will 
help the team, according to 
Bartruff.

“Reico is going to be one 
of our main ball handlers 
and a tenacious defender,” 
he said. “Clayton gives 

‘THE JOuRNEy IS THE KEy’ FOR WASHINGTON BOyS BASKETBALL

Photo by Downtown Photography
2021-22 WASHINGTON BLuE LION vARSITy BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); coach Adrian Parks, Rishaun Burns, 
Clayton Howland, Karson Runk, Reico Colter, head coach Shannon Bartruff; (middle, l-r); John Wall, Brayden May, 
Micah Parks, Coleden May, Raleigh Haithcock; (back, l-r); Troy Thompson, Isaiah Haithcock, Tanner Lemaster and 
Noah Hicks.

WASHINGTON 
vARSITy BOyS 
BASKETBALL

Sat., Nov. 27  Zane Trace  A   5 p.m.
 Tip-Off Classic 
Tues., Nov. 30  Unioto  A  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 7  McClain  H  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 10  Hillsboro  H  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 14  Chillicothe A  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 18  Miami Trace  A  TBA
Tues., Dec. 28  Circleville A  TBA
 Holiday Tourn.
Wed., Dec. 29  Circleville A  TBA
 Holiday Tourn.
Tues., Jan. 4  Fairfield  A  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 7 J ackson  A  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 11  Adena  A  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 14  McClain  A  7:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 19  Fairfield Union  H  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 21  Hillsboro  A  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 25  Logan  H  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 28  Chillicothe  H  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 29  Blanchester  H  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 1  Jackson  H  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 5  Miami Trace  H  TBA
Tues., Feb. 8  Zane Trace  H  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 12  Vinton County H  7:30 p.m.

See JOuRNEy | 12
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Gary Shaffer returns 
for his fourth season as 
head coach of the Fayette 
Christian School Crusaders 
boys’ basketball team for 
the 2021-22 season.

“Last year was very 
unusual,” Shaffer said. “We 
got 11 games in. There 
were two different times we 
had to quarantine because 
of the COVID. Our last five 
games of the year, which, 
one of those was in the 
BCSO (Buckeye Christian 
School Organization), were 
cancelled, plus two games 
after that.”

The Crusaders finished 
last season with a record 
of 9-2.

“Hopefully, this year will 
be a little bit different,” 
Shaffer said. “We have 26 
games scheduled and we’re 
in (several) tournaments 
(including one in Adams 
County the day after this 
interview was conducted). 
There are supposed to be 
four teams down there for 

that.
“We have the BCSO, 

of course and Wayside is 
having one,” Shaffer said. 
“We’re having one and 
Milford is hosting one. 
Hopefully we get all of 
those games in this year.”

Shaffer spoke a bit about 
his roster of players.

“We didn’t graduate 
anyone last year,” Shaffer 
said. “Everybody’s back 
from last year. We only 
have one senior this year, 
Zander Ivey. We have a few 
more kids.

“In Christian schools, 
they have junior high, 
which is fifth grade through 
ninth grade,” Shaffer aid. 
“We only have five kids 
who are eligible for junior 
high ball, so, we don’t 
know at this point if we’re 
going to play any of those 
games or not.

“We’ve scheduled some 
junior-varsity games,” 
Shaffer said. “Because 
we have 15 kids. Two of 
them are fifth-graders, one 
seventh-grader and two 
eighth graders and the rest 

are in ninth grade and up. 
We have six or eight junior-
varsity games scheduled. 
We want to get some 
experience for our younger 
kids.

“We lost two games 
last year, both of them 

to Milford,” Shaffer said. 
“They have a pretty good 
team and they have one 
really good player, Robbie 
Johnson. He’s only a junior.

“Zander Ivey, who has 
started for two years, is 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2021-22 FAyETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BOyS BASKETBALL TEAM — Luke Wright, Toby Butcher, Micah Coole, Colt Whitaker, Luke Granger, Jake Crichton, 
Gage McDaniel; (back, l-r); Cade Whitaker, Kaleb Bauman, Brady Bumpus, Drew Pontious, Justin Wines, Zander Ivey, Nate Crichton and Michael Gebhardt.

ATTITuDE AND EFFORT IS CRuCIAL  AT FCS

CRuSADER BASKETBALL SCHEDuLE

Tues., Nov. 30  Adams Co. VG/VB H  6 p.m.
Dec. 2-4  Milford Classic VG/VB A  TBD
Tues., Dec. 7  Temple Dayton JVB/VG/VB  A  5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 11  Ravenswood VB A  Noon
Sat., Dec. 18  Germantown Christian JHG/JVB/VG/VB H  Noon
Tues., Dec. 28  Alumni Game VG/VB H  TBD
Tues., Jan. 4  Ross County JHG/VG/VB H  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 7  Temple Dayton JVB/VG/VB H  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 8  Ravenswood VB H  Noon
Tues., Jan. 11  Adams County VG/VB A  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 13  Hillsboro JHG A  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 14  Licking County VBH  H 5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 18  Milford JHG/VG/VB H  5 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 21  FCS VB Tournament  6-8 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 22  FCS VB Tournament  10-noon
Tues., Jan. 25  Hillsboro JVB/VG/VB H  5 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 28  Ross County JHG/VG/VB A  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 1  Hillsboro JVB/VG/VB A  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 4  Bethel VG/VB A  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 8  Bethel VG/VB H  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 10  Hillsboro JHG H  6 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 11  Wayside Tournament  A  TBD
Sat., Feb. 12  Wayside Tournament  A  TBD
Tues., Feb. 15  Milford JHG/VG/VB A  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 18  BCSO Tournament VB A  TBD
Sat., Feb. 19  BCSO Tournament VB A  TBD
Tues., Feb. 22  High Street JHB/VB H  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 25  Germantown Christian JHG/JVB/VG/VB A  5:30 p.m.

See ATTITuDE |19
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

There is a new coach for the 
Miami Trace Lady Panthers 
basketball program for the 
2021-22 season.

Kayla Dettwiller, formerly 
the junior-varsity coach, was 
approved as the new head 
coach by a 5-0 vote at a Miami 
Trace school board meeting on 
May 10.

Dettwiller takes over for 
long-time head coach Ben 
Ackley, who was named the 
new boys varsity basketball 
coach at Miami Trace on April 
12, 2021.

“I’ve been around 
(basketball) since I was 
2-months-old,” Dettwiller said. 
“I’ve always been in the gym 
with dad (Dennis Overstake). 
I was a ball girl when I was 
little and, of course, I played 
for him (at McClain).

“Knowing, from what dad’s 
prospective was, seeing what 
he would do with practices, 
dealing with different 
things, it’s definitely been 
an interesting process of me 
being in it now, taking over 
the reins.

“I have big shoes to fill from 

Ben (Ackley),” Dettwiller 
said. “He has the program on a 
good path.”

What influences might 
Dettwiller have picked up 
from her father, or is it more 
a matter of finding her own 
way as she begins her varsity 
coaching career?

“I think it’s a mix,” 
Dettwiller said. “Dad is going 
to be coaching the seventh 
grade for me. When dad did 
a lot of his coaching, it was a 
different era of basketball. He 
didn’t really have to deal with 
kids on social media or cell 
phones, things like that.

“Obviously, there are 
philosophies that are ingrained 
in you, because that’s what 
you grew up knowing and 
you believe in,” Dettwiller 
said. “Whether it’s a defensive 
philosophy or offensive 
philosophy, or a moral 
standard. I can’t say what I’ll 
be, because I haven’t coached 
the first varsity game yet, just 
some scrimmages and summer 
stuff.

“I hope that where I’m 
starting at isn’t where I’m 
going to be finishing at,” 
Dettwiller said. “If I finish 
where I’m starting at, then 

I didn’t grow during the 
process. I think the jury is still 
going to be out on that for 
awhile.”

Dettwiller is in her eighth 

year as a teacher.
She began at Fairfield Local 

Schools, with her first job as 
Fairfield’s seventh grade girls 

DETTWILLER TO LEAD MIAMI TRACE GIRLS PROGRAM

Photo by Downtown Photography
2021-22 MIAMI TRACE LADy PANTHERS vARSITy BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); head coach Kayla Dettwiller, 
Sidney Payton, Emma Pitstick, Lilly Workman, Libby Aleshire, Mallory Pavey, coach Abby Baker; (back, l-r); Hannah 
Binegar, Sureya Lopez, Nevaeh Lyons, Kaelin Pfeifer, Hillery ‘Bean’ Jacobs, Addyson Butts, Hillary McCoy, Mallory 
Lovett, Jessee Stewart, Ellie Robinette and coach Shawn Grooms. Not pictured: Sue Morris.

MIAMI TRACE GIRLS 
vARSITy BASKETBALL

Fri., Nov. 19  Fairfield Union  H  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Nov. 24  Eastern Brown  A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Nov. 26  Peebles  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 27  Hillsboro  A  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 1  Jackson  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 4  Unioto  H  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 8  Chillicothe  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 11  McClain  A  Noon
Mon., Dec. 13  Wilmington  A  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 15  North Adams  A  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 18  Washington  H  4:30 
p.m.
Wed., Dec. 22  Huntington  H  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 27  McDonalds  A  8 p.m. *
Wed., Dec. 29  McDonalds  A  TBA *
Wed., Jan. 5  Lynchburg-Clay A  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 8  Hillsboro  H  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 12  Jackson  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 15  Chillicothe  A  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 20 Circleville  A  6 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 26  McClain  H  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 2  East Clinton  A  6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 5  Washington  A  5:30 p.m.
Miami Trace varsity wrestling
* Varsity only

See MT GIRLS | 21
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Samantha Bihl returns for 
her sixth season as coach of 
the Washington High School 
girls varsity basketball team.

“Last year, I believe we 
ended the season with six 
wins,” Bihl said. “I think 
almost every coach in the state 
of Ohio will agree that it was 
a year like no other, just with 
COVID and all the protocols, 
with everything we had to 
adjust.

“We got shut down for two 
weeks for Christmas and we 
had kids being quarantined,” 
Bihl said. “Aside from all 
that, that made it hard to 
have consistency within your 
program and kids being there, 
it kind of interfered with the 
flow of everything.

“I had two really great 
seniors last year who we will 
miss tremendously; Emily 
Semler and Mallory Hicks,” 
Bihl said. “They both didn’t 
play for two years and decided 
to come back out for their 
senior year. They made an 
immediate impact. They 
were two starters for us and 
they really contributed, in 
rebounding especially, even 
putting points up on the board.

“Those are two areas that 
we’re looking to fill this year,” 

Bihl said. “Also last year, our 
point guard (Natalie Woods) 
tore her ACL in the first game 
of the season. That was hard 
on us.

“Overall, last year, I think, 
we just had a lot of highs and 
lows,” Bihl said. “We were 
constantly up and down. We 
won big games and we lost 
games we should have won.

“We got killed when we 
played at McClain,” Bihl said. 
“Then they came to our gym 
and we upset them. That was a 
huge win for us.

“We had a lot of girls who 
had to play positions that 
they’d never played before,” 
Bihl said. “So there was just 
a lot of new for a lot of my 
kids. That gave them a lot of 
experience, which is good for 
this year.”

Washington has just one 
senior on the team this season: 
Aaralyne Estep.

“This will be Aaralyne’s 
third year on the varsity,” Bihl 
said. “She’ll be a three-year 
starter. We look to her for a lot 
of things. She’s a great vocal 
leader. She’s an extremely hard 
worker. Last year, she made 
a huge impact for us on the 
defensive end.”

Washington had three 
juniors: Natalie Woods, Allie 
Mongold and Megan Sever.

“Nat is coming of an ACL 
injury,” Bihl said. “She started 
as a freshman at the point 
guard position for us. We 
definitely missed her presence 
last season. She played 
with us this summer in our 
scrimmages. We’re glad to 
have her back out there. She’s 
aggressive and quick. She’ll 
make huge contributions this 
year.”

This is Woods’ second year 
on the varsity. She played in 
one game last season.

“This will be Allie’s third 
year on the varsity,” Bihl 
said. “Last year, she stepped 
in and filled our point guard 
position when Nat went down. 
She developed a lot over last 
year and over this summer 
in that position, getting more 
comfortable. She gained a lot 
of experience.

“A lot of our guards are 
interchangeable, so we don’t 
have just one person dedicated 
to being point guard,” Bihl 
said. “Allie will run the point; 
she’ll play some shooting 
guard, as well.

“This will be Megan’s 
third year of playing varsity 
basketball,” Bihl said. “She’s 
another great kid. I can’t say 
enough about our senior 
and our juniors. They work 
hard; we just don’t have very 

many of them. They’re our 
leaders. They set the tone for 
everything.

“Megan will play guard for 
us and in the post position, as 
well,” Bihl said.

Out of six sophomores, two 
will be on the varsity team to 
start the season: Alizae Ryan 
and Calliegh Wead-Salmi.

“Alizae played varsity and j-v 
last year,” Bihl said. “She kind 
of split time between both. 
This year, she’ll fill that post 
position on our varsity squad. 
She’s real long and athletic. 
She’ll be able to help fill our 
rebounding gap, since we don’t 
have Emily and Mallory.

“Calliegh Wead-Salmi is 
another sophomore,” Bihl said. 
“This will be her second year 
on the varsity. She played j-v 
and varsity last year. She’ll be 
in that post, four or five role 
for us.”

Other sophomores are: 
Addie Shiltz, Trinity George, 
Kaithlyn Maquiling and 
Lindsey Bunch.

Freshmen are: Maggi Wall, 
Aysha Haney, Jada Ryan, 
Alaysia Dotson, Keeona 
Ramirez and Kaylee Boehm.

“I don’t really know how 
everyone is going to fit yet,” 
Bihl said. At the time Coach 
Bihl was interviewed by the 

WASHINGTON 
vARSITy GIRLS 

BASKETBALL
Sat., Nov. 20  Zane Trace  H  1:30 p.m.
Tues., Nov. 23  Unioto  A  7 p.m.
Fri., Nov. 26  Westfall  H  7 p.m.
Mon., Nov. 29  Jackson  A  7 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 1  McClain  H  7 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 8  Hillsboro  H  7 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 9  Fairfield  H  7 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 11  Chillicothe  A  1:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 14  Logan Elm  H  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 18  Miami Trace  A  TBA
Mon., Dec. 20  Glenn Oak Tourn.  A  TBA
Tues., Dec. 21  Glenn Oak Tourn.  A  TBA
Sat., Jan. 8  Jackson  H  1:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 10  Circleville  H  7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 12  McClain  A  7 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 15  Hillsboro  A  7 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 18  Wilmington  H  7 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 20  Waverly  A  7:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 26  Chillicothe  H  7 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 31  London  H  7 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 1  Adena  A  7 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 5  Miami Trace  H  TBA

WHS GIRLS BASKETBALL GOAL IS TO BE vERy COMPETITIvE

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2021-22 WASHINGTON LADy LION vARSITy BASKETBALL TEAM — (l-r); Addy Shiltz, Allie Mongold, Natalie Woods, 
Aaralyne Estep, Alizae Ryan, Calleigh Wead-Salmi, Aysha Haney, Maggi Wall and head coach Samantha Bihl.

See WHS GIRLS | 19
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

John Persinger continues 
his coaching career as the 
new head coach of the 
Fayette Christian School girls 
basketball team for the 2021-
22 season.

“I’ve been all over the place,” 
Persinger said.

His last coaching job was 
coaching the girls team at the 
Miami Trace Middle School 
for the 2017-18, 2018-19 and 
2019-20 seasons.

“We had some super teams,” 
Persinger said. “We won the 
league each year. It was a great 
experience.

“Last year, with COVID, I 
didn’t want to wear a mask 
and I didn’t want the principal 
and everyone to be mad at me 
all the time,” Persinger said. “I 
just said, ‘I’ll walk away, that’s 
fine.’ I didn’t think there would 
be a game. They ended up 
playing about half the games.

“My wife and I adopted a 
young girl from Columbia,” 
Persinger said. “She’s from 
Bogotá, Columbia and her 
name is Fanny Persinger. We 
had always hosted orphans 
from ukraine, something 
during the summer. We just 
wanted to help out and bring 
them here.

“She lived on the streets 
for awhile and was finally 
brought into an orphanage,” 
Persinger said. From a city 
with over seven million 
people to Fayette County, 
Ohio.

“She’s the greatest kid in 
the world,” Persinger said. 
“She has a great attitude, 
she’s fun. She loves animals. 
She just fits in our family 
perfectly.”

Fanny is one of four 
seventh-graders on the 
team, along with Elyse Day, 
Shelby Bumpus and Mckenna 
Baldwin.

There are two seniors: 
Emily Barker and Makenna 
Granger.

The team’s two juniors are 
Letisha Knepp and Ryleigh 
Tooill.

There are three eighth-
graders: Scarlett Cockerill, 
Jenna Durose and Louisa 
Epifano and three sixth-
graders; Mylee Picklesimer, 
Corbyn Nolt and Lydiah 
Farmer.

The team went 5-2 last year 
with some games cancelled 
because of COVID and some 
other Christian schools not 
having girls basketball teams.

“Pastor (Tony) Garren 
coached the team last year 
so the girls would have 
basketball to play,” Persinger 
said. “I was offered the job for 
this year.”

For the veteran coach 
from high school to middle 
school, everything except the 
game itself will be new for 
Persinger.

“I’ve been pleasantly 
pleased,” Persinger said. “I 
don’t know what the team 
did last year. I didn’t know 
what I was getting myself 
into. I don’t know what the 
competition will be like. I’ve 
never seen any of the teams.”

The Record-Herald 
interviewed Persinger on the 
eve of the team’s first games, 
a tournament in West union.

“Tomorrow I can find out 
where we stand and how we 
play,” Persinger said. The 
girls team defeated Hillsboro, 
56-13 and lost to Adams 
County, 27-22.

“We have a point guard, we 
have a shooter and we have 
a rebounder,” Persinger said. 
“We have a bunch of different 
girls with a bunch of different 
roles. It’s great. I think we’ll 
do well.

“They practice hard,” 
Persinger said. “We practice 
two hours a day. We do a lot 
of hard drills, a lot of physical 
play. They’re stepping up and 
they seem to be soaking it in.

“That’s one thing I like 
about this, it’s a lot more low 
key,” Persinger said. “We’re 

going to work hard in season, 
have fun and do well. Then 
the girls will go on and do 
other things.

“All of these girls have 
special talents,” Persinger 
said. “They’re all active in 
many different things. And 
basketball is just one of them. 
A lot of the girls play on the 
volleyball team also.

“We’re working on man-to-
man defense and we’ll also 
play zone,” Persinger said. 
“We want to run the ball. We 
have a fast-break offense. We 
want to push the ball anytime 
we can.

“I’m easy to get along 
with,” Persinger said. “I care 
about the kids. I try to be a 
good example to them.”

PERSINGER TO COACH FCS GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2021-22 FAyETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Mckenna Baldwin, Elyse Day, Lydiah 
Farmer, Mylee Picklesimer, Corbyn Nolt, Shelby Bumpus, Fanny Persinger; (back, l-r); Louisa Epifano, Ryleigh Tooill, 
Makenna Granger, Emily Barker, Letisha Knepp, Scarlett Cockerill and Jenna Durose.
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace Panthers 
continue to have one of, if 
not the strongest wrestling 
programs in the local area.

They seem to almost 
routinely win the Frontier 
Athletic Conference, as 
well as Division II Sectional 
tournament championships. 
Really, there is nothing 
routine about it. Dedication 
to the sport and the program 
drives the Panthers toward 
excellence, year-in and year-
out.

The Panthers will be 
after more of the same and 
then some over the coming 
months as they expect to 
have another solid group of 
grapplers for the 2021-22 
season.

Ben Fondale returns for his 
fifth season as the Panthers’ 
head coach.

“There were a lot of 
tournaments that we were 
not able to go to last year,” 
Fondale said.

The Panthers open 
the season Dec. 4 at the 
Cambridge Invitational.

“Cambridge is a 
very competitive early 
tournament,” Fondale said.

A home dual meet against 
FAC opponents McClain (on 
Dec. 9) and at Chillicothe on 
Dec. 16 lead up to a trip to 
the Fricker’s Duals, a two-day 
event on Dec. 17 and 18 in 
Defiance.

“We did not go to the 
Fricker’s tournament last 
year,” Fondale said. “That 
was the first time since I’ve 
been here that we didn’t go.

“The reason we keep going 
back to it, year after year, 
is because it’s 10 separate 
duals,” Fondale said. “The 
kids in our varsity line-
up get about 10 matches. 
Sometimes we take a couple 
of guys who are competing 
for a varsity spot and they 
will split the 10 matches.

“It’s very competitive,” 

Fondale said. “There are 
very good teams there and 
some high-value individual 
wrestlers from Indiana, 
Michigan and Ohio.”

The GMVWA is a 
tournament long-attended by 
the Panthers.

It is set for Dec. 27 and 28 
at Butler High School.

“Two years ago when we 
competed in it, we actually 
finished in the top four or 
top three at the ‘G’,” Fondale 
said. “We had a pretty good 
year the last time we went 
to the ‘G’, a pretty good 
showing.”

The Panthers begin the 
new year with a home dual 
against Hillsboro on Jan. 6.

Miami Trace will compete 
in the Logan Elm Invitational 
on Jan. 8.

On Jan. 13, the Panthers 
visit Jackson High School for 
another FAC dual match.

“We’ve gone to the Logan 
Elm tournament at least the 
last five years or so,” Fondale 
said. “It’s another fairly 
competitive tournament to 
start the new year off. That’s 
a good one to get a lot of 
our inexperienced wrestlers 
some mat time also.”

On Jan. 20, the Panthers 
make the short bus trip into 

town for a dual match with 
the Washington Blue Lions.

The Panthers host the 
McDonald’s Wrestling 
Invitational Saturday, Jan. 22.

Miami Trace will 
welcome 17 teams into the 
McDonald’s tournament.

“Last year, we were only 
able to have six teams in the 
tournament,” Fondale said, 
referring to one of several 
changes to the itinerary due 
to COVID-19.

The Panthers will take part 
in the team State Regional 
tournament on Feb. 5.

“If we qualify there, if we 
win there, we go to the team 
State tournament on Feb. 
12,” Fondale said. “We went 
the first two years they had 
it, we missed a year, then 
we went back the year after 
that.”

Prior to that, Miami Trace 
will compete in a tri-match at 
Clinton-Massie High School, 
along with Middletown, on 
Feb. 10.

At the time the Record-
Herald spoke with Fondale, 
the FAC tournament site was 
still to be determined.

Washington High School 
will host the Division II 
Sectional tournament and 
the District tournament will 

be held at Gallia Academy 
High School.

After being cancelled in 
2020 and divided into three 
sites in 2021, the 2022 State 
tournament is scheduled to 
have all three divisions under 
one roof at the Schottenstein 
Center on the campus of The 
Ohio State university.

The Panthers had four 
State qualifiers last season 
and two State placers. Two of 
the State qualifiers return as 
seniors.

Mcale Callahan placed 
eighth at 152 pounds and 
Graham Carson placed at 
fifth at 170 pounds.

The two returning State-
qualifiers are seniors Weston 
Melvin (126) and Bryce 

MIAMI TRACE vARSITy 
WRESTLING

Sat., Dec. 4  Cambridge  A  9 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 9  McClain  H  6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 16  Chillicothe  A  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 17  Fricker’s  A  TBA
Sat., Dec. 18  Fricker’s  A  TBA
Mon., Dec. 27  GMVWA  A  10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 28  GMVWA  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 6  Hillsboro  H  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 13  Jackson  A  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 20  Washington  A  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 22  McDonald’s Invit. H 10 a.m.
Thurs., Feb. 10  C-Massie  A  6 p.m.

DEDICATION TO PROGRAM DRIvES PANTHERS’ WRESTLING

Photo by Downtown Photography
2021-22 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Blake Roberts, Bryce Bennett, Kylan Knapp, David 
Surina, Jared Seymour, Alex McCarty, Devin Seymour, Weston Melvin, Jayden LeBeau; (second row, l-r); Luke Owens, 
Evan Colegrove, Aaron Little, Luke Hoppes, Aiden Johnson, vincent Munro, Keegan Williams, Stephen Lehr, Riston 
LeBeau; (third row, l-r); Malachi Jones, Connor Hostetler, Walker Glispie, Conor Harrison, Aidan Curtis, J.J. Houser, 
Corbin Melvin, Asher LeBeau; (fourth row, l-r); Aliyah Cummings, Garrett Carson, Ethan Wycuff, Lyric Dickerson, Evan 
Mollett, Jayden Jones, Brady Sheets, Ethynn Munro, Hunter Johnson; (back, l-r); Landan St. Clair, Spencer Smith, 
Brice Perkins and Ethen Mitchell.

See DEDICATION | 23
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Washington Blue Lion 
wrestling coach Louis Reid 
is back for his 21st season 
as the head coach of the 
program.

Washington placed second 
in the Frontier Athletic 
Conference for the 2020-21 
season.

“We won one match at 
the State duals,” Reid said. 
“We sent eight or nine to the 
District tournament. We had 
one District placer, Branton 
Dawes (120), who placed 
sixth.

“We had two conference 
champions, Branton, winning 
his third title and Mason 
Mustain (heavyweight) 
winning his first,” Reid said. 
“Post-season-wise, we were 
disappointed, because that 
made it the second straight 
year that we did not send 
anyone to State. For us, that 
was disappointing.”

Both Dawes and Mustain 
are seniors this season.

At the time the Record-
Herald spoke with Reid, 
he said Washington had 35 
students out for the team, in 
grades 9-12.

“We have about 20 in 
our middle school, so, our 
numbers are up,” Reid said.

Assistant coaches this year 
are: Marlin Ellis, Tyler Beedy, 
Todd Mustain, Roger Wilson, 
Chris Conger, Brandon 
Souther, Todd Keaton and 
Wes Gibbs.

Seventh and eighth grade 
coaches are Craig Snyder and 
Fred Johnson.

There are four seniors 
on the team this year. In 
addition to Dawes and 
Mustain, there are Jenna 
Kuhn and Brice Warner.

“Jenna was a State-qualifier 
in girls wrestling last year,” 
Reid said. “She’ll wrestle 
both boys and girls.

“Brice is returning,” 
Reid said. “He’s a two-time 
District qualifier. He didn’t 
wrestle last year.

“Starter-wise, we are 
returning 11 out of the 14 

weight classes,” Reid said. 
“We are an experienced 
team.”

Returners, in addition to 
Dawes, Mustain and Kuhn, 
include: Coty Brown; junior 
District qualifier Ian Roush; 
sophomore District qualifier 
Austin Cottrill; sophomore 
Trystan Viers; junior District 
qualifier Conner Day; junior 
District qualifier Josiah 
Whitt; junior Trevor Croker, 
who won 18 matches last 

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS &
WASHINGTON BLUE LIONS 

ATHLETES

GOOD 
LUCK

9 West Front Street
New Holland, Ohio

495-5181
1-800-870-KIRK

• Vaughan
    Bassett
• ENGLAND
• FLEXSTEEL
• G.E. APPLIANCE

• LA-Z-BOY
• RIVERSIDE
• SERTA
• LIBERTY

Mon.,Wed., Th urs. • 8:30 am - 7:00 pm • Tues., Fri., Sat. • 8:30 am - 4:00 pm
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WASHINGTON 
vARSITy WRESTLING

Sat., Dec. 4  Cambridge  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 9  Chillicothe  A  6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 16  Hillsboro  H  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 18  Sheridan  A  TBA
Mon., Dec. 27  GMVWA  A  10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 28  GMVWA  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 6  Jackson  A  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 8  Nelsonville York  A  TBA
Thurs., Jan. 13  McClain  H  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 15  Western Brown  A  TBA
Thurs., Jan. 20  Miami Trace  H  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 22  WCH Tournament  10 a.m.
Wed., Jan. 26  Logan Elm  A  TBA
Sat., Feb. 12  FAC @ Jackson   10 a.m.

REID ExCITED FOR 21ST SEASON OF BLuE LION WRESTLING

Photo by Downtown Photography
2021-22 WASHINGTON BLuE LION WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Lillian Milstead, Mariah Cambell, Amara Corsbie, Gretchen Reed, Mason Mustain, Jenna Kuhn, 
Branton Dawes, Lyndyn Gibbs, Lauren Joseph, Haleigh Cambell, Abby Dowell; (second row, l-r); Talon Freese, Blayne Hurles, Daniel Coy, Brendan Peters, Jayden 
Kesler, Saul Haynes, Shane Crago, James Caldwell; (third row, l-r); Ian Roush, Tristan vires, Miles Payne, Coty Brown, Nic Holstein, Austin Cottrell, Cameron 
Gonzales-Torress, James Kelly, Nic Clouse; (fourth row, l-r); Connor Day, xayvion Johns, Charles Souther, Trevor Crocker, Jackson Keaton, Mack Parsley, Brady 
Rohrer, Jake Bashor; (back, l-r); coaches Branden Souther, Todd Mustain, head coach Louis Reid and coach Marlin Ellis. Not pictured: Josiah Whitt.

See WRESTLING | 22
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us a tough guy off the 
bench who can handle the 
ball and also be a great 
defender. Rishaun hasn’t 
played since his sophomore 
year I believe….he had a 
great football career. He’s 
a great athlete and I’m 
hoping he can bring us 
toughness, defense and 
leadership.”

Tanner Lemaster, Raleigh 
Haithcock and Runk are 
the returning starters for 
the Blue Lions.

“Tanner and Raleigh 
have been working really 
hard and we will need their 
toughness and leadership 
if we are going to have a 
good season,” said Bartruff. 
“We will also mix in a few 
other juniors, a couple of 
sophomores and potentially 
a freshman.”

Several players will play 
both varsity and junior 
varsity, according to 
Bartruff.

“Those JV minutes are 
opportunities for great 
experience and reps in 
game situations,” he said.

The FAC is expected to 
be very competitive.

“McClain returns 
virtually their entire roster, 
including Badgley, who is 
one of the best scorers in 
the league,” said Bartruff. 
“Jackson is always solid 
and Hillsboro has two 
of the better players in 
the league with Price 
and Captain. I look for 
Chillicothe to be much 
improved, and Miami Trace 
has some nice pieces as 
well — (Andrew) Guthrie 
will be a load for all teams 
to contend with.” 

Bartruff said his players 
have been working hard, 
but still have a long way to 
go with consistent attitude 

and effort.
“We are going to have 

to be a scrappy team 
defensively,” he said. “We 
have to play with great 
energy and effort every 
night to be competitive. 
Offensively, we will need 
to get out in transition and 
get some easy looks. We 
need to move the ball and 
be unselfish.”

Bartruff added that the 
team’s goals are the same 
every year: “Attitude and 
effort — two things that 
are under your control 
every day.”

He added, “Life is 10% 
what happens to you and 
90% how you respond. 
Work hard every day, be 
a great teammate, have a 
great attitude, it’s pretty 
simple.”

Bartruff ’s coaching 
staff consists of: varsity 
assistant, Adrian Parks; 
JV coach, Marcus Burns; 
ninth grade, Derek Shaw; 

community assistant, Gabe 
Chaney; eighth grade, 
Allen Hoosier; and seventh 
grade, Brandon Runk.

Bartruff said he’s excited 
about the upcoming season 
and the journey ahead.

“Each year brings new 
challenges and adversities 
that must be dealt with,” 
he said. “What I love about 
basketball is it teaches life 
lessons. How you handle 
adversity on the court 
often reflects how you 
will handle adversities in 
your life; whether that is 
in a positive manner or 
a negative one. If we can 
get everyone — parents, 
grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, and players — 
all moving in the same 
direction, everything else 
will take care of itself. In 
today’s society, too many 
focus on the end of the 
road instead of the journey 
that lies ahead. The 
journey is the key.”

From page 5

Journey
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Best 
wishes for 
a safe and 
successful 
season, 
Blue Lions! 
Fight with 
PRIDE!

OH-70261405

BLuE LION vARSITy 
CHEERLEADERS

MIAMI TRACE vARSITy 
CHEERLEADERS

Photo by Downtown Photography
2021-22 WASHINGTON BLuE LION vARSITy CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); 
Maryn Mustain, Addison Chambers, Shelbee Crago (Senior), Cheyenne 
Tuttle (Senior), Morgan Cartwright, and Kierstyn Mitchell; (middle, l-r); 
Kylee Jones, Arianna Bagheri, Tayler Jaeckels, Marissa McNamee, Anna 
Rayburn, and Suzanne Matheny. (In back, l-r); head coach Tara Bivens and 
assistant coach valaria Campbell. Not pictured: Madison Hayes.

Photo by Downtown Photography
2021-22 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS vARSITy CHEERLEADERS — (front, 
l-r); Megan Manns, Ali Cusic, Madison Johnson, Lexi Hagler; (back, l-r); 
Cadence Nichols, Alexis Gardner, Natalie Lindsey, Averey Cockerill, Sarah 
Duron and Madelynn Scott. Not Pictured: Peyton Black.
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

Now in its 10th year of 
existence, the standards 
for the Miami Trace boys 
bowling team have always 
been very high, according to 
head coach Ron Amore Sr., 
who has been at the helm 
of the program since its 
inception.

“Our team goals this year 
are always the same,” said 
Amore Sr. “Win the league 
and do our best to get to the 
State tournament. For them 
to do very well there, and I 
will tell you that’s a tall order, 
and is only achieved with a 
lot of hard work.”

Last year, the Panthers 
finished 12-3 in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference, good for 
second place in the league. In 
the postseason, Miami Trace 
competed in Division I and 
finished second. Only the top 

team at District advances to 
the State tournament.

However, Connor Collins, 
as an individual, won the 
District and competed in 
the State tournament and 
finished third out of 119 
bowlers.

“In order to realize how 
special this is, if you are able 
to go to the State tournament 
and compete, you are in the 
top 1 percent of the high 
school bowlers in the state of 
Ohio,” said Amore Sr.

Collins returns this year 
as one of three seniors who 
should be the core of the 
Panthers’ leadership group. 
The other two seniors are 
Chris Evans and Jayden 
Brown.

Along with the seniors, 
junior Brendan Major and 
sophomore Jake Manbevers 
should be integral to the 
team’s success.

“Our three seniors have 

been in the program for four 
years of high school and 
have been a big part of our 
success,” said Amore Sr. 
“Last year, we were fortunate 
enough to only lose one 
senior.”

Other bowlers on the team 
Amore Sr. expects to step 
up and contribute to a good 
season are: sophomores 
Jonah Goddard, Matthew 
Honicker and Bryce Stuckey, 
as well as freshman Hunter 
Tanner.

“Hopefully, some of 
the other young men will 
continue to work hard and 
improve this year and in 
the future,” said Amore Sr. 
“Remember, as a coach I can 
only guide these young men 
individually, and those who 
chose to listen, will work 
hard and learn more about 
the game. As I always tell the 
younger players, when you 
watch the good bowlers bowl, 

they make it look so easy. 
The reason it looks so easy 
is because they have worked 
very hard at it. In reality, this 
is a very difficult game.”

Over the past few seasons, 
the Panthers’ league rival has 
probably been Hillsboro, said 
Amore Sr.

“We have been 
co-champions with them,” 
he said. “We have both been 
champions in the FAC. They 
also have a good program 
and good coaching.”

Amore Sr. said the boys 
team doesn’t currently have 
an assistant coach, but 
the head coach of the girls 
bowling team, Diane Amore, 
helps out with the boys team 
and Ron Amore helps out 
with the girls team when 
needed.

“Both the boys and girls 
teams are looking forward to 
a very successful year,” said 
Amore Sr. “Go Trace!”

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2021-22 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Cole Evans, Matthew Honicker, Ethan Bower, Bryce Stuckey, Jace Parrish; (middle, l-r); Elijah 
Daniels, Chris Evans, Hunter Tanner, Jonah Goddard, Austin Ruth, Kaden Noble, Connor Barga, Justin Glass, head coach Ron Amore Sr.; (back, l-r); Jayden 
Brown, Brendan Major, Jake Manbevers, Connor Collins, Robbie Bennett, Austin Campbell and Noah Kelsey-Lane.

STANDARDS REMAIN HIGH FOR MT BOyS BOWLING
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

With an experienced 
team this season, the Miami 
Trace girls bowling team is 
motivated to win the Frontier 
Athletic Conference and go to 
the state tournament.

Last season, the Panthers 
finished second in the FAC 
and only lost two seniors from 
that squad.

This season, Miami Trace 
has seven seniors returning 
— Alexus Arledge, Ashley 
Wilson, Ashtin Ruth, Emmalee 
Glispie, Lindsey Stump, 
Macie Caudill and Victoria 
Moore. Caudill, Stump, Ruth 
and Arledge have bowled all 
four years of their high school 
careers, according to Diane 
Amore, who has coached the 
MT girls for the previous five 
years.

“They also came up through 
the years in the Junior League 
program at LeElla Lanes,” 
said Amore. “Macie, Lindsey 
and Ashtin had been on the 
varsity squad their freshmen 
year. Ashley Wilson bowled 
her freshman and sophomore 
year and took junior year off. 
Emmalee started bowling as 
a sophomore and Victoria 
Moore has joined the team 

this year.”
Onesti Evans is a 

sophomore who played on the 
varsity team as a freshman. 
She’s expected to help the 
team achieve its goals this year 
as well, said Amore.

“Bowling is a team and 
individual sport,” Amore said. 
“Our FAC matches consist 
of two regular individual 
games and three bakers. 
Some tournaments have three 
regular games are bowled, 
and then whatever number of 
baker games are done for the 
tournament. Individual comes 
in play for the regular games, 
which you want to do your 
best because everyone’s scores 
are added together for the 
team score. Baker games are 
added to regular scores. Baker 
games, five people bowl, each 
person bowls two frames. So 
everyone is important.”

Amore said the Panthers 
have finished second in the 
FAC a number of times, which 
adds to the motivation to win 
the league.

“The girls are very 
capable,” she said. “All the 
teams in the league are 
tough. you have to stay 
focused and pick up your 
spares. Games have been lost 
by missing a single pin.”

Amore said it’s been very 
rewarding to watch some of 
these girls grow and mature 
over the past four years 
— “from not being sure of 
themselves to being confident 
young women. They have 

learned many life lessons from 
bowling and have learned and 
succeeded in a sport they can 
play the rest of their lives. 
Hopefully, I am and will be a 
positive influence.”

O
H

-7
02

59
51

1

MIAMI TRACE 
BOWLING

Sat., Nov. 20  State kick-off  A
Mon., Nov. 22  McClain  A  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 2  Chillicothe  H  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 9  Hillsboro  H  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 11  Ironclad  A  TBA
Thurs., Dec. 16  Washington  H  4 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 18  @ Columbus Square  noon
Thurs., Dec. 23  Jackson  H  4:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 4  Chillicothe  A  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 8  Baker Challenge  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 13  Hillsboro  A  TBA
Sat., Jan. 15  LeElla Baker Bash  H  TBA
Mon., Jan. 17  Muskingum  A  TBA
Thurs., Jan. 20  Washington  A  4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 26  Jackson  A  4:30 p.m.

MT GIRLS BOWLING SETS SIGHTS ON FAC TITLE

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2021-22 MIAMI TRACE GIRLS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Lucia Wilson, Tori Moore, Macie Caudill; (back, l-r); head 
coach Diane Amore, Onesti Evans, Maycin Adkins, Emmalee Glispie and Ashtin Ruth. Not pictured: Lindsey Stump, 
Ashley Wilson and Alexus Arledge.
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Here’s to success 
in competition, 
in the classroom, 
and in life.

Great Oaks offers more 
than 40 career programs 
for high school students 
and adults.

www.greatoaks.com

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2021-22 WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BOWLING TEAM — (l-r); Olivia Doyle, Pia Robinson, Grace Bailey, Siddhi Patel, Addylyn Mason and head coach 
Anthony Amore.

WHS GIRLS BOWLING TEAM
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Good Luck 
To All Of The  2021 Winter Sports Participants

HARTLEY
OIL COMPANY

FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Hillsboro
937-393-5797

Wilmington
937-382-2253

Jamestown
937-675-4951

London
740-852-1051

Washington C.H.
740-335-0690

Toll Free
800-638-7588

907 Columbus Ave.
Washington C.H., OH 43160

OH-70261112

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington High 
School varsity boys 
bowling team has three 
returning varsity bowlers 
for the upcoming 2021-22 
season.

In 2020-21, the team 
finished with three 
wins and 12 losses in 
the Frontier Athletic 
Conference, but also 
finished second in the 
sectionals as a team, and 
went to districts where 
they finished third.

Owen Mullins and Jordan 
Pottle qualified for state 
— Pottle finished 31st and 
Mullins finished 68th.

Pottle, along with seniors 
Noah McMurray and 
Drew Ferguson, will be 
returning this year. This is 
also expected to be Pottle’s 
last year with the team. 
Although he’s a junior, he 
plans on graduating at the 
end of the school year and 
starting his future early.

Head coach Buck Caulley 
said all three of these 
bowlers have bowled for 
the past three years and are 
a huge part of mentoring 
all the new bowlers 
this year. Five seniors 
graduated from last year 
and the team lost a lot of 

leadership, said Caulley.
As it currently stands, 

three freshmen are 
expected to make the 
varsity team.

“Freshman Mason 
Mullins is standing out as 
the high average leader 
for our team at this time,” 
said Caulley. “Mason spent 
a lot of time in the past 
year working on his game. 
Nick Walker has worked a 
lot over the summer to get 
better at the game. Caleb 
Reay is working on a new 
release, and once he gets 
dialed in, I can see him 
being a real good bowler.”

McMurray and Ferguson 
will be an integral part of 
the Blue Lions’ leadership, 
according to Caulley.

Caulley added that 
although Pottle finished 
31st in the state last year, 
“with his ability I can see 
him doing even better this 
year.”

As for FAC competition, 
Caulley believes Miami 
Trace and Hillsboro stand 
out at the top of the pack.

“Hillsboro went 14-1 in 
the FAC and only had one 
senior,” he said. “Miami 
Trace went 12-3 and didn’t 
lose any bowlers for this 
season.”

Goals for the 2021-22 
season include staying 

healthy and continuing to 
grow as a team, according 
to Caulley.

“I have entered us in 
multiple tournaments 
this year to help the team 
grow together,” he said. 
“We didn’t have this 
opportunity last year due 
to COVID restrictions, 
so I wanted to make 
sure we entered as many 
tournaments as possible 
this year.”

This is Caulley’s third 
year coaching the boys 
bowling team, and he said 
he still enjoys coaching and 
helping bowlers get better 
at the game.

“I enjoy watching the 
boys grow as a team,” he 
said. “I just like coaching 
kids. I coach bowling, 
basketball and baseball.”

WHS BOWLING LOOKS TO GROW AS A TEAM

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2021-22 WASHINGTON BLuE LION BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Matthew Clay, Austin Coy, Drew Ferguson, Nick Walker, 
Caleb Reay, Mason Mullins, Logan Miller; (back, l-r); Landon Miller, J.D. Liston, Tommy Smalley, Mikey yoho, Jordan 
Pottle, Noah McMurray, Jon Rader and head coach Buckie Caulley.

WASHINGTON 
BOWLING 

Mon., Nov. 22  McClain  A  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 2  Chillicothe  H  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 4  @ Columbus   11 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 9  Hillsboro  H  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 11  Hillsboro  A  9 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 16  Miami Trace  A  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 18  Pioneer  A  Noon
 Baker Bash
Thurs., Dec. 23  Jackson  H  4:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 29  Holiday  A  10 a.m.
 Baker Classic
Thurs., Dec. 30  McClain  H  12:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 4  Chillicothe  A  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 8  @ Columbus   10 a.m.
 Baker Challenge
Thurs., Jan. 13  Hillsboro  A  4:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 17  @ Wilmington  9 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 20  Maimi Trace  H  4:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan., 26  Jackson  A  4:30 p.m.
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Submitted article

Keith Foster takes over 
from Katie Kasberg as 
the head coach of the 
Washington High School and 
Miami Trace High School 
swim teams for the 2021-22 
season.

“With both teams we are 
small but have a solid core of 
seasoned swimmers,” Foster 
said.

“Our Washington girls 
have 11 swimmers with only 
one freshman and luckily 
she has been swimming 
competitively several years 
with the Fayette County y,” 
Foster said.

The Miami Trace girls have 
seven veteran swimmers and 
three new girls.

The Washington boys have 
six swimmers, three of whom 
are returning from last year 
and one freshman who has 
swam competitively with the 
Fayette County y.

“Our two other swimmers 
are brand new to the 
sport and look to be very 
promising,” Foster said.

The Miami Trace boys 
have six swimmers, five of 
whom are returning from last 
year with one new incoming 
freshman.

“Both teams have a great 
group of seniors who show a 
great work ethic and strong 
leadership skills,” Foster 
said. “They are willing 
to step up and help out 
wherever they are needed.”

The Miami Trace girls 
team is captained by senior 
Abbie Brandt, a four-year 
swimmer on the high 

school team who has swam 
competitively for several 
years with the y.

The Miami Trace boys 
team is captained by junior 
Christian Rossiter. He 
has been a member of the 
high school team for three 
years and has several years 
experience with the y team.

The Washington girls 
team is captained by junior 
Audrey Lotz. She has been 
swimming for the high 
school team for three years 
and for several years with 
the y team. Audrey currently 
holds the school backstroke 
and butterfly records.

The Washington boys 
team will be captained by 
senior Ryan Elrich. This is 

his fourth year of high school 
swimming.

Foster spoke about goals 
and challenges for this year’s 
group of swimmers.

“Our team goals for this 
year include the need to 
be flexible with the events 
our teams swim so that 
we maximize our team 
points,” Foster said. “Being 
a small team puts us at a 
major disadvantage. We are 
swimming against teams that 
are twice our size so they can 
win just by putting swimmers 
in events. We’ll have to be 
strategic with where we can 
best utilize our swimmers.

“Our biggest challenges 
to the team will be no 
different than in years past,” 

Foster said. “McClain and 
Chillicothe both host large 
teams that have strong swim 
cultures.

“I have been assisting 
former head coach Katie 
Kasberg with y and high 
school swimming for the 
past nine years,” Foster 
said. “The most enjoyable 
part of this job is watching 
the kids grow and develop 
new skills. This year we 
are very lucky to have a 
former Blue Lion swimmer, 
Kyler Runk, as our assistant 
coach. Kyler swam several 
years at the y before moving 
into high school swimming 
and is very good at getting 
our new swimmers 
acclimated to our program.”

FOSTER TO COACH MTHS, WHS SWIM

Courtesy photo
2021-22 WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL SWIM TEAM — (front, l-r); Haley Brenner, Chloe Lovett, Chelsey Dawson, 
Toby Lovett; (back, l-r); Allison Clay, Natalie Truex, Jordan McCane, Trinity Smith, Blake Walker and Ryan Elrich. 
Not Pictured: Alison Lotz, Audrey Lotz, Adeline Newsome, Joshalynn Worth, Ben Harper, Ian Rheinscheld and Isaiah 
Wightman.

Courtesy photo 
2021-22 MIAMI TRACE HIGH SCHOOL SWIM TEAM — (front, l-r); Justin Everhart, Max Trimble, Madison Picklesimer, 
Alexa Streitenberger, Mackenzie Long; (back, l-r); Christian Rossiter, Caleb Bowers, Kaiden Howard, Alexandra 
Fitzgerald, Emily Moser and Courtney Arnold. Not Pictured: Abbie Brandt, Keely McBride, Brianna Thompson, Cory 
Madison and Neo Lehr.

MIAMI TRACE AND 
WASHINGTON SWIM 

Mon., Nov. 29  McClain  A  6 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 1  Chillicothe  H  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 7  McClain  H  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 14  Chillicothe  A  6 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 15  Hillsboro  H  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 21  Home   6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 18  Hillsboro  A  6 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 2  FAC @ McClain   TBA
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our only senior,” Shaffer 
said. “He’s big into pigs. 
That’s what he does in the 
off-season. He’s very active 
with that.”

There are five juniors on 
the team.

“Luke Wright, this is his 
first year out,” Shaffer said. 
“We have Toby Butcher, 
he’s been around for a 
while. Nate Crichton and 
Justin Wines are juniors, as 
is Drew Pontious.”

There are four 
sophomores: Brady 
Bumpus, Gage McDaniel, 
Kaleb Bauman and Michael 
Gebhardt.

Eighth-graders are 
Jake Crichton and Cade 
Whitaker; Luke Granger 
is the lone seventh-grader; 
there are no sixth-graders 
and two fifth-graders, 
Micah Coole and Colt 
Whitaker.

“We’ll pretty much have 
the same starters,” Shaffer 
said. “We have one new 
player, Kaleb Bauman, who 
does a good job.

“We have Zander and 
Drew, who is 6-6 or 6-7 
now,” Shaffer said. “Justin 
Wines and Nate Crichton 
and Brady Bumpus. Those 
guys all started last year.

“Gage McDaniel, a 
sophomore, he’s back,” 
Shaffer said. “Jake Crichton 
and Cade Whitaker, they 
both do a good job.

“We play on the 30th (of 
November) then we really 
get into the schedule in 
January,” Shaffer said. “I 
think we’re going to be 
pretty solid this year. We’ll 
just have to wait and see 
what happens.

Assistant coaches are Vic 
Pontious and Noah Gibbs.

“Vic coached with me 
back in the 70’s when 
he was teaching at 
Washington,” Shaffer said. 
“That was in the early 70’s. 

Then he decided to go to 
law school and now he’s 
a judge (Municipal Court 
Judge).

“Noah Gibbs, who 
played here, this will be his 
fourth year of helping me,” 
Shaffer said. “His desire 
is to teach elementary 
and come back here and 
coach. I’m eager for that to 
happen, too.”

After all of these 
years, Shaffer still enjoys 
coaching young people.

“It’s a little more laid 
back here than at a public 
school,” Shaffer said. “It’s 
good for the kids and I 
think they learn a lot from 
(playing basketball).”

Shaffer quoted a couple 
of Bible verses the team 
employs.

“Galatians 6:9, And be 
not weary in well-doing, 
for in due season you will 
reap if you faint not,” 
Shaffer said. “In other 
words, always try your 
best and some day in the 
future you’re going to 
learn some life skills from 
your involvement in the 
basketball program.

“The other is Colossians 
3:23, Whatsoever you do, do 
it heartily as unto the Lord 
and not unto men,” Shaffer 
said. “So, your doing it to 
please the Lord with your 
effort. So, we emphasize 
— the same thing I did in 
public school — attitude 
and effort are the two things 
that you have control over 
in every single thing you’re 
involved in.

“Those are the things that 
are important, whatever 
you decide to do in life,” 
Shaffer said. “The attitude 
and effort you embrace, you 
have complete control over.

“you can’t control what 
someone says or what they 
do,” Shaffer said. “But, you 
do have control over how 
you react to it.”

From page 6

Attitude

Record-Herald, Washington 
had taken part in just one 
scrimmage.

“I’m still giving even 
my freshmen a few 
opportunities,” Bihl said. 
“Right now, we have 16 total 
kids in our program.”

Bihl spoke a bit about the 
other teams in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference.

“I look for our games 
(against Miami Trace) to 
be competitive,” Bihl said. 
“Regardless of which team 
has more talent, I feel like, 
just because of the rivalry 
there, it’s always a tough 
game. It’s one that we always 
look forward to.

“I think Jackson will be 
one of the strongest teams 
in our league this year,” 
Bihl said. “They had a lot 
of young kids the last two 
years. They have a lot of 
experience. I’ve seen them 
get better over the last year, 
especially. They’re just more 
solid. I think they’ll be at the 
top of our league.

“McClain is always a tough 
place to play,” Bihl said. “Just 
going there, for whatever 
reason, it’s difficult to play in 
their gym.

“I believe everyone in our 
league will be competitive,” 
Bihl said. “I don’t think 
we have any team that 
really drops off. I think the 
competition is starting to 

get better. Last year, you saw 
different teams beat other 
teams who were supposed 
to be the top teams in the 
league. It just shows that the 
competition is getting better 
and that not just one team is 
dominating.”

What about goals for the 
team?

“Our goal is to be able to 
compete with everyone,” 
Bihl said. “We don’t care 
what their record is or who 
is on their team, we want to 
compete. If you know our 
kids, especially our senior 
and our juniors, they work 
hard every day. They’re great 
kids on and off the court. I 
know that we will achieve 
that, because we do it every 
day in practice. I think it says 
a lot about them.

“In our league, we want 
to compete, we want 
to be at the top of the 
league,” Bihl said. “Outside 
the league, we want to 
compete, we want to win. 
That’s kind of our thing this 
year, competing and getting 
better every day.”

Coaches for this year are 
Mychal Turner, back for his 
fifth season with the Lady 
Lions. Ryan Day returns for 
his second year as junior-
varsity coach.

Seth Leach will coach the 
eighth grade team, assisted 
by his (and Coach Bihl’s) 
dad, Greg Leach.

Caleb McKinney will be 
the coach of the seventh 
grade team, assisted by his 
wife, Erica McKinney.

From page 8

WHS Girls
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

The local gymnastics 
program will work diligently 
this season to beat its overall 
team score within the program 
of 126.35, according to head 
coach Susan Holloway, who 
is entering her 26th season as 
coach.

“It will be a competitive 
challenge to beat the 
program event scores on each 
apparatus,” said Holloway. 
“We would like to increase 
the personal best marks. Also, 
achieve a higher ranking at the 
District meet.”

Last season, the team 
finished 1-6 overall. 
Gymnastics does not receive 
league standings as Miami 
Trace Local Schools and 
Washington Court House 
City Schools are the only 
two schools in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference that have 
gymnastic programs.

The teams attend meets 
in Cincinnati, Dayton 
and Columbus. They are 
considered “Southwest” for 
the post-season tournament. 
Because there are no area 
schools offering programs, 
Miami Trace and Washington 
combine with the Central 
District for the tournament. 
Last season, the team finished 
17th of 26 teams.

In individual placement, 
Blue Lion freshman, Abby 
Rose, placed 41st/121 on 
uneven bars. Competing in all 
four events, Rose finished 69th 
of 122 in the All-Around.

Maryn Mustain 
(sophomore), completed her 
all-around in 66th place — also 
representing Washington C.H.

Miami Trace sophomore, 
McKinley Kelley earned a 
64th/122 after competing in 
all four events. Kelley achieved 
a 48th placement on uneven 
bars.

Adena freshman, Claire 
Robinson, took 62nd/149 on 
vault, 51st/154 on balance 
beam, and completed the 

competition in 68th out of 
122.

The gymnastics program 
lost two seniors from last 
season, Lizzy Valentine 
(Greeneview) and Jenna 
Hinkley (WCH).

This season, Miami Trace 
will have one senior, Milana 
Macioce, who is returning 
to the program following a 
one-year absence her junior 
season.

“As the only senior in 
our program, I am seeking 
Milana’s leadership,” said 
Holloway. “She is a strong 
athlete who will, again, offer 
her natural athletic ability and 
talent toward our team score. 
As we begin the season, I am 
already witnessing Milana’s 
comeback as she has retained 
her skills. We are working 
through the ‘rusty’ attempts in 
cleaning up her skills, getting 
past the soreness of muscles 
and ripped hands. I believe 
Milana will certainly help 
boost our overall team score at 
the competitions.”

Holloway added that juniors, 
McKinley Kelley (Miami 
Trace) and Maryn Mustain 
(WCH), have stepped up in 
their leadership to assist in 
creating a motivating and 
hard work environment at the 
team’s practices.

Both local schools will 
have a nucleus of athletes 
competing who have strong 
gymnastic backgrounds.

Miami Trace will have 
Kelley, Bayley Carr, and 
Zandra West, who grew up in 
the gym.

“The three have lived in the 
gym three to four times a week 

since they were 7, 8-years-old,” 
said Holloway.

New to the Trace team 
this season will be a home 
school student, freshman 
Kyana Sponseller, who is also 
a longtime club gymnast from 
Tric’s Academy. She will offer 
the team strong balance beam 
and floor routines, according 
to Holloway.

Washington C.H. will have 
Mustain and Rose — good 
athletes with strong gymnastic 
backgrounds — along with 
teammate, Havannah Burns.

“Adena sophomore, 
Claire Robinson, adds to the 
camaraderie of friends who 
have practiced and competed 
alongside one another for 
years,” said Holloway.

Robinson is an independent 
gymnast representing her 
home school.

This season will be 
Holloway’s 26th at the helm of 
the gymnastics program.

“The original gym owner, 
Marcie Lawley, and I created 
the gymnastics program at 
Miami Trace,” said Holloway. 
“I have coached at Tric’s 
Academy for over 30 years 
now. My husband, Mark, and 
I owned the business for 12 
years. I began a program at 
Washington Court House 
and have offered independent 
gymnasts from Greeneview, 
Greenfield, Adena, 
Southeastern and Wilmington 
a chance to compete for their 

high school and represent their 
schools on the varsity level.”

Holloway has also coached 
high school varsity volleyball 
(15 years), softball (five 
years) and basketball (two 
years). Roy Robinson is the 
Adena assistant coach. This 
is his second year coaching 
high school and he was also a 
certified uSAG club coach for 
five years.

Holloway said she still 
thoroughly enjoys working 
with the athletes and 
witnessing skill development.

“Gymnastics is such 
a personal reward,” she 
said. “The individual gain 
is non-comparable. The 
bonding due to absolute 
trust is incredible. Having 
an athlete work through her 
fears to accomplish a feat 
of performing on a piece 
of equipment or gaining 
success of performing a 
skill they know the possible 
consequences if there is a 
failure of foot/hand placement, 
is such an adrenaline rush for 
the gymnast herself, as well as 
the coach.

“These girls, honestly, have 
my utmost respect. They 
come to practice every day 
and go after the challenge 
of gaining success, attaining 
my expectations, and 
reaching within themselves 
to be better than they were 
yesterday. There’s nothing 
better than that.”

GyMNASTICS TEAM EMBRACES COMPETITIvE CHALLENGE

GyMNASTICS 
SCHEDuLE

Sat., Dec. 11  Quad @ Sheridan  A  TBA
Sun., Dec. 19  Quad @ Anderson  A  TBA
Sat., Jan. 8  Cin. Country Day  A  TBA
Sat., Jan. 15  Worthington Kilbourne  A  TBA
Sat., Jan. 22  Anderson  A  TBA
Fri., Feb. 11  @ Buckeye Valley Quad   TBA
Wed., Feb. 16  T. Worthington Quad  A  TBA
Fri., Feb. 18  Sheridan Quad  A  TBA
Sat., FEb. 26  Districts  A  TBA

Photo by Downtown Photography
2021-22 MIAMI TRACE AND WASHINGTON COMBINED GyMNASTICS TEAM — 
(front, l-r); Havannah Burns (WCH), Abby Rose (WCH), Milana Macioce (MT), 
Maryn Mustain (WCH), Molly Lutey (WCH); (back, l-r); Cloe Louderback, 
McKinley Kelley, Zandra West, Bayley Carr and Kyana Sponseller, (all of MT) 
and head coach Susan Holloway.
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Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.

AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
• Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities
• Concern for Preventive Medicine
• Dental Care
• Nursing Care
• Proper Anesthetic Procedures
• Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities

AAHA
AMERICAN

ANIMAL
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ASSOCIATION

MEMBER HOSPITAL

Best Wishes to area 
athletes for a great season!
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coach.
The next year, Dettwiller 

moved up to the j-v coaching 
position, which she held for 
two years.

Dettwiller then took a job at 
Miami Trace High School.

“My plan was still to coach 
at Fairfield, because I live in 
Leesburg,” Dettwiller said. 
“I was coaching softball at 
Fairfield (as a volunteer 
assistant). I did that for six 
years. Dad had helped Ben for 
two years.”

As for the 2021-22 edition 
of the Miami Trace Lady 
Panthers basketball team, 
there will be five seniors, four 
juniors and two sophomores.

The seniors are: Libby 
Aleshire, Emma Pitstick, 
Sidney Payton, Lilly Workman 
and Mallory Pavey.

Aleshire and Pitstick will 
be in their third year on the 
varsity.

Payton was on the varsity 
team last year and split time 
with the j-v team last year.

For Workman and Pavey, 
it will be their first year on 
varsity. All five players are in 
their fourth year of basketball 
overall.

“Libby and Lilly are both 
post players,” Dettwiller said. 
“Sidney is a guard/forward. 
She can play some post, but 
she can also be a guard.

“Emma is a point guard or 
a shooting guard,” Dettwiller 

said. “Mallory is a guard.”
There are four juniors on 

the team: Hilery ‘Bean’ Jacobs, 
Hillary McCoy, Mallory Lovett 
and Kaelin Pfeifer.

This will be Jacobs’ third 
year on varsity, Dettwiller said. 
“She’s a forward,” Dettwiller 
said.

This is McCoy’s first year on 
the varsity. “She’s a program 
kid, as well. She’s played 
all through junior high and 
everything. She is a guard.”

For Lovett, it will be her 
first year on the varsity. Both 
Lovett and McCoy were on the 
bench for varsity games last 
year, Dettwiller noted. Lovett 
is a forward.

“This will be Kaelin’s 
second year with us on 
varsity,” Dettwiller said. “As a 
freshman, she played for Court 
House.”

There will be two 
sophomores on the varsity 
roster: Jessee Stewart and Sue 
Morris.

There are five freshmen for 
a total of 16 players in grades 
9-12 for Miami Trace.

“There are three teams in 
the FAC (Frontier Athletic 
Conference) that I don’t think 
graduated anyone from last 
year,” Dettwiller said. “Jackson 
is going to be a strong 
competitor. Their sophomore 
class really stepped up last 
year as freshmen.

“Chillicothe, their coach is 
in his second year and they 
didn’t graduate anyone,” 
Dettwiller said. “They have an 
extremely athletic team. They 
play at a high rate. They like to 

get up and down the floor and 
they get a lot of shots off. They 
have some kids that can really 
shoot the ball.

“Hillsboro returns a lot of 
their core,” Dettwiller said. 
“McClain is going to have 
some height. Their eighth 
grade class last year had 
some height. They had two 
freshmen last year on the j-v 
who were just about six-foot 
tall. They return Payton Pryor. 
They’ll have the Easter girl 
back. He’s going to return 
some kids that have been in 
the program. They’ll run the 
things he likes running. He’s 
going to have some height, 
which is going to cause some 
problems for some of the 
smaller teams in the league.

“Court House was 
competitive last year and 
played hard,” Dettwiller said. 
“They really got after it on 
defense and shot the ball well. 
I think this year in the league, 
we’ll see a lot more closer 
games. There will be a lot of 
teams competing, night in 
and night out. you’ll see some 
teams surprise some other 
teams.

The j-v coach this year is 
Shawn Grooms. Abby Baker 
will be the varsity assistant 
coach. Meghann Ackley is 
another coach.

Dennis Overstake will coach 
the seventh grade team and 
Wilson McCoy is going to be 
a volunteer coach at the junior 
high level. Payge Smith will be 
the eighth grade coach.

From page 7

MT Girls
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year; sophomore District 
qualifier Brandon Roher; 
sophomore letter-winner 
Charles Souther, who won 
almost 20 matches as a 
freshman in what Reid 
described as “a pretty solid 
195-pound weight class.”

Last year, the Blue Lions 
filled the entire 14-person 
line-up.

“We’ll fill every weight 
class this year,” Reid said.

A combination of dual 
meets throughout the 
season and the conference 
tournament will decide the 
FAC champion.

“Miami Trace is the front-
runner,” Reid said, referring 
to the potential FAC 
champion for this season. “I 
feel like there are a couple of 
teams in the running for it.

“We were in the hunt last 
year, after finishing third 
or maybe fourth the year 
before,” Reid said. “During 
the SCOL days, ourselves 
and Clinton-Massie were 
the only teams to win a 
championship, other than 
Miami Trace.

“Trace is really good,” Reid 
said. “They fill every weight 
class and they have kids 
continue to step up. I think 
it’s going to be an interesting 
year. Trace is favored to win. 
They do return a lot of kids.

“But, you have some other 
teams on the rise,” Reid said. 
“Chillicothe had a good, 
young group (last year). 
They look like they will fill 
their line-up.

“Hillsboro has a good, 
young line-up,” Reid said. 
“They finished pretty strong 
last year, especially in the 
Sectional. Jackson seems to 
put a competitive team out 
every year.

“McClain is very 
competitive,” Reid said. 
“They don’t always have a 
full line-up.

“We’ll be right in the 

mix,” Reid said. “It could 
end up being a four-team 
battle. I think it will be more 
competitive this year than 
it has been. A lot of times 
Trace just runs away with it.”

Jackson will host the FAC 
tournament on Feb. 12 and 
Washington High School 
will again host the Division 
II Sectional tournament on 
Feb. 26.

The Division II District 
tournament will be held at 
Gallia Academy High School 
on March 4 and 5.

The State tournament will 
be back in the Schottenstein 
Center the following 
weekend.

The Blue Lions placed 
third at the Sectional 
tournament last year. It 
was won by Miami Trace 
with Fairfield union placing 
second with 183 team points 
and Washington with 179 
team points.

Washington placed 21st at 
the District tournament last 
year, scoring 29 team points.

Washington has at least 
seven girls on the wrestling 
team.

“Jenna Kuhn returns as 
a State-qualifier last year,” 
Reid said. “Amara Corsbie 
was a State-qualifier. It was 
a coaches’-sanctioned State 
meet. There was a District 
tournament and you had to 
place top four to go to State.

“Amara is ranked at 
heavyweight and Jenna was 
ranked in the top 16 at 106 
pounds,” Reid said. “We 
also have freshman Lyndyn 
Gibbs, who is ranked No. 
6 in the State. She won 
two league titles in middle 
school. She has the potential 
to wrestle both on our high 
school varsity team and do 
really well on the girls’ side 
of wrestling.

“Girls wrestling is really 
growing in Ohio,” Reid said. 
“The coaches association 
sponsors the tournament 
and the OHSAA (Ohio High 
School Athletic Association) 
is still watching. This year, 

there is going to be a girls 
State dual meet tournament. 
It’s an emerging sport. There 
are 10 weight classes in girls 
wrestling and I believe we 
are filling seven. We have five 
or six girls wrestling at the 
junior high level.

“We really appreciate 
the support our school 
administration has given 
us,” Reid said. “They are 
really behind us as far as 
supporting girls wrestling.”

As far as goals for the 
upcoming season:

“As a team, we’d like to 
win the Sectional,” Reid 
said. “We’d like to finish in 
the top 10 at the District. 
We’d like to score at the State 
meet and be in the top 20. 
We believe we could have 
two State placers. We believe 
we can have 10 District 
qualifiers, or more.

“We believe we could have 
three or four league champs,” 
Reid said. “Our goal is to 
win a league title. We’d 
like to qualify for the State 
dual meet tournament the 
following year.”

Reid gave an overall 
perspective for the upcoming 
season.

“They are really working 
hard,” Reid said. “This 
has been the hardest I’ve 
seen some of our guys 
work during the off-season. 
Branton Dawes, Coty Brown, 
Ian Roush, Mason Mustain, 
Charles Souther, they were in 
the weight room consistently 

all summer. They’re seeing 
that hard work pay off. I’m 
pretty excited to see how this 
season goes.

“Xavion Johns, a 
sophomore at one of the 
lighter weights, he’s been in 
here consistently,” Reid said. 
“Austin Cottrell is another 
sophomore who has been 
in here consistently. We’ve 
put in some hard work and I 
can’t wait to get the season 
started.”

What about the schedule?
“We have a more 

challenging schedule,” Reid 
said. “We open the season 
at Cambridge. We’ll see 14 
teams from the east that are 
in the District with us.”

After FAC dual meets at 
Chillicothe (Dec. 9) and at 
home against Hillsboro (Dec. 
16) comes the tournament at 
Sheridan on Dec. 18.

“Some of our wrestlers will 
compete at the Barnesville 
tournament,” Reid said. 
“This tournament began in 
1969, making it one of the 
oldest in Ohio. It brings top 
wrestlers from all over the 
state. We’re only sending 
about five of our wrestlers 
there.

“We’re going back to the 
GMVWA,” Reid said. “We 
haven’t been there since 
2014, I believe. We’ve been 
going to the Wheeling 
Park duals. We are the only 
area team to ever win the 
GMVWA. We won it in 2011.

“We’re going to see a lot of 
competition,” Reid said.

To start the new year, 
Washington will wrestle at 
Jackson on Jan. 6 and at 
Nelsonville-york on Jan. 8.

The Blue Lions host 
McClain on Jan. 13 and 
compete at Western Brown 
on Jan. 15.

Washington will host 
Miami Trace for a dual meet 
on Jan. 20 and host their 
own tournament on Jan. 22.

“Going to these big 
tournaments always pays 
off by the end of the year,” 
Reid said.

From page 11

Wrestling
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Bennett (195).
“We should have a full line-

up when it comes to being 
able to provide 14 varsity 
wrestlers,” Fondale said. 
“We’ve had more than 30 
kids sign up. That includes 
some new wrestlers and 
our returning wrestlers. We 
don’t cut anybody. If you can 
survive, you’re a part of the 
team.

“A lot of wrestling 
coaches will tell you, it’s 
a different kind of sport,” 
Fondale said. “As far as the 
amount of time, the amount 
of discipline, the type of 
practices. A six-minute 
wrestling match is a lot more 
grueling than it sounds. 
you’re the only person on 
the mat; you don’t have any 
teammates.”

In addition to Callahan and 
Carson, the Panthers also 

graduated Titus Lehr, Shane 
Seymour and Luke Anders.

“We have some guys who 
were young last year, but, 
they’re expected to step up,” 
Fondale said. “We have nine 
seniors expected to return. 
That’s a pretty big number 
for the sport of wrestling. It’s 
hard to get nine seniors to 
stay committed.”

Miami Trace’s seniors 
are Bryce Bennett, Weston 
Melvin, Kylan Knapp, Jayden 
LeBeau, Alex McCarty, Blake 
Roberts, David Surina, Devin 
Seymour and Jared Seymour.

“As coaches, we can take 
a birds-eye view of past 
seasons and the current 
season,” Fondale said. “As 
kids have developed, maybe 
they gained a lot of weight, 
or stayed at about the 
same weight; the summer 
wrestling and the camps 
they attended; the weight-
lifting. We take all of those 
factors into account to help 
us decide where they should 
be towards the end of the 

season, in February and 
March.

“The kids also play a role 
in setting their own goals,” 
Fondale said. “They know if 
they need to put in the extra 
time, or not; how much time 
they should be spending in 
the wrestling room; what 
technique they need to work 
on; what their strengths and 
weaknesses are.

“We help them figure 
that out, but they are pretty 
good at understanding and 
setting reasonable goals for 
themselves,” Fondale said. 
“This year is like every year. 
We could potentially have 
four or five State-qualifiers. 
It depends on draws and it 
depends on the four months 
of the practices and the 
competitions.

“It’s certainly a reasonable 
goal to set having four or five 
State-qualifiers,” Fondale 
said. “We have a lot of 
seniors who have plenty of 
experience. They’ve had high 
expectations for themselves, 

especially the last couple of 
years. They should be able 
to achieve those goals. They 
know what needs to be done 
and that it can be done.

“We would like to repeat 
as FAC champions,” Fondale 
said. “We were also Sectional 
champions last year and we 
would like to repeat. We’d 
like to place a little higher at 
the District tournament. Last 
year we placed seventh.

“We have some young 
guys, some inexperienced 
people that we’re just 
looking to develop,” Fondale 
said. “Then, in a couple 
of years, they can become 
some powerhouses that can 
replace these seniors who 
are going to graduate next 
year.”

Working with Fondale 
in the coaching ranks are: 
Jacob Garringer, Austin 
Lovett and Hayden Bottorff.

Junior high coaches are 
Michael Fritz and Mark 
Scovanner.

From page 10
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