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What is the FFA Organization?
From ffa.org

Congratulations, FFA

FFA is a dynamic youth organization that changes lives and prepares
members for premier leadership,
personal growth and career success
through agricultural education.
FFA develops members’ potential
and helps them discover their talent
through hands-on experiences, which
give members the tools to achieve
real-world success.
Members are future chemists, veterinarians, government officials, entrepreneurs, bankers, international business leaders, teachers and premier
professionals in many career fields.
FFA is an intracurricular student

We proudly congratulate our local FFA chapter
on another successful year! We salute the
National FFA Organization for continuing to
make a positive impact in the lives of
our students by developing their leadership
skills through agricultural education.
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organization for those interested in
agriculture and leadership. It is one of
the three components of agricultural
education.
The official name of the organization is the National FFA Organization.
The letters “FFA” stand for Future
Farmers of America. These letters are
a part of our history and our heritage
that will never change.
FFA is not just for students who
want to be production farmers; FFA
also welcomes members who aspire
to careers as teachers, doctors, scientists, business owners and more. For
this reason, the name of the organization was updated in 1988 after a vote
of national convention delegates to
reflect the growing diversity and new
opportunities in the industry of agriculture.
FFA continues to help the next
generation rise up to meet those
challenges by helping its members
to develop their own unique talents
and explore their interests in a broad
range of agricultural career pathways.
So today, we are still the Future Farmers of America. But, we are the Future
Biologists, Future Chemists, Future
Veterinarians, Future Engineers and
Future Entrepreneurs of America, too.
Today, the National FFA Organization remains committed to the individual student, providing a path to
achievement in premier leadership,
personal growth and career success
through agricultural education. Our
members live the motto Learning
to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to
Live and Living to Serve. FFA members rise to the challenge of service
embracing members of all walks of life
united through FFA. We Are FFA.
FFA is Structured on Three Levels:

nization is at the local chapter level.
FFA chapter may be chartered in any
public school with an agricultural education program.
Leadership is provided by student
officers who are elected each year by
the chapter’s members, and by the
agriculture teacher who serves as the
advisor for the chapter.
State FFA Associations
FFA is an organization made up of
state associations; those state associations are made up of local chapters.
State FFA Associations function
within the constitution of the National FFA Organization but may also create individual leadership structures,
awards, programs and competitions.
State FFA officers lead the membership of the state associations and
are elected by state FFA convention
delegates.
Local FFA Chapters are chartered
through the state associations.
National FFA Organization
At the national level, FFA is led by
a board of directors and six student
national officers.
Together they act on recommendations from the national convention
delegates and agricultural education’s
stakeholders to set the vision and policy for FFA. The founding principles,
authority, objectives and procedures
of the National FFA Organization are
established by the National FFA Constitution and Bylaws. The National
FFA Organization is a federally-chartered organization.

How is FFA Funded?
FFA programs are funded through
sponsorships and individual donations
at the local, state and national levels.
Local FFA Chapters
National dues for each member are $7
The heart of the National FFA Orga- per year.
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FFA celebrates National FFA Week
LEFT: The
2020 State
Agronomy
team (Graham
Carson, Lahni
Stachler, Lydia
Zwoll, and
Grant DeBruin)
holds their
FFA National
Finalist plaque
that they
were awarded
for being 1st
Place State
Champions.
Due to COVID
regulations
and social
distancing,
the State CDE
event was held
online this year
and members
were unable
to further
compete at the
national level.

By Hidy Kirkpatrick
20-21 FFA Secretary
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needed for real-world success.
This year, the Miami Trace Great
Oaks FFA Chapter will participate in
numerous activities. Some of which
include country dress-up day, Official

TOP GUN
LAMB STARTER

BUCKLEY BROS. INC.

FFA Dress day, drive your tractor to
school day, and a teacher appreciation luncheon. Hopefully, this article
will inform readers about the various
activities and work that this year’s FFA

members are completing throughout
the school and community.
If you have any desire to learn more
about FFA or National FFA week,
please go to www.ffa.org.

BUCKLEY BROS. INC

We proudly carry a full-line of lamb
feed and a variety of show feed.

OH-70223718

The week of Feb. 20-27, 2021 is
National FFA Week. This celebratory
week always encompasses Feb. 22,
George Washington’s birthday, as a
way to honor his astounding leadership towards our country as well as
his life-long dedication in agriculture.
In 1948, the National FFA Board of
Directors began this tradition in order
to recognize Washington’s legacy. FFA
week gives new generations a way
to influence the public’s view on this
organization.
FFA is an intra-curricular national
organization for students who want to
further their education in agriculture
and leadership. The National FFA
Organization helps aspiring students
explore their interests and achieve
their individual pathways to success.
FFA is not secluded to just farmers,
but welcomes anyone who wants to
pursue careers in a variety of fields
such as medicine, business, education,
and so much more. Local, State, and
National chapters and organizations
work together to educate the future
leaders of this nation. The knowledge
gained through FFA gives members
the qualifications and opportunities
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The pride of the FFA
By Chapter Submission

Three first-year members of
the Miami Trace Great Oaks FFA
Chapter were gifted with their
first FFA blue corduroy jacket.
The Ohio FFA Foundation
sponsors the Ohio Blue Jacket
program making it possible for all
students in the state to apply for
their very own FFA jacket regardless of finances. Through collaborative efforts of the Ohio FFA
Foundation and Beck’s Hybrids,
the Blue Jackets program allows
individuals and their dealer
networks to partner together to
provide as many FFA jackets to
first-year members as possible.
Having their own
FFA jacket allows each student
to experience a sense of pride, as
well as participate in activities,
events, and competitions all over
their state and the U.S..
The three members who
receive their jacket from the Ohio
Blue Jacket program includes:
Jonah Goddard, Alayah Taulbee,
and Kaleb Wysong. Jonah talked
about his FFA blue jacket mean-

FFA members Graham Carson, Brandon
Fenner, and Wyatt Atley raise awareness
for breast cancer patients and survivors
by participating in the annual Paint the
Town Pink Walk. All of the proceeds from
this fundraiser were donated to the Fayette
County Memorial Hospital’s Partners in
Pink Mammography Program.

ing that he would have accomplished something that he would
live by—being a leader. One of
Jonah’s goals this year is to taking advantage of every opportunity possible in FFA this year and

making his family proud.
Alayah mentioned that having
her own blue jacket would mean
that she is part of a team, and
this jacket would give her something to look forward to, prove
to herself that she can do it, and
being proud of herself. Kaleb
stated that his goal in FFA this
year is to meet new people, and,
“If I were to get a jacket, I would
take care of it and just treat it like
an object—I’d treat it as much
respect as it means to me which
would be a lot.”
Beck’s Hybrids is the largest family-owned, retail seed
company in the United States
that serves farmers in 12 states
including Ohio. Partnering with
Beck’s to sponsor our Miami
Trace Great Oaks FFA first-year
members was Beck’s Hybrid and
our local sales representatives,
William and Jenny Stewart with
Stewart Seed Sales. We appreciate their belief and support in our
members and program, but we
are especially grateful the Stewart family for keeping it local and
honoring us with these jackets.

OH-70223728

McDonald & Son Inc.
Show Feeds... Done Rite!

5401 Inskeep Rd. N.W.
Washington C.H., OH 43160
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Matthew Warner helps to pick up litter along the roadside during
one of the Chapter’s “Adopt-a-Highway” cleanups. The Chapter
takes pride in maintaining a clean and beautiful community, so
Adopt-a-Highway days are a great way for us to help support our
community.

Complete & Custom Mixed Feeds
Lifestock-Show - Pet & Speciality
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Thinking outside the box
By Lahni Stachler

I always wanted to live on a farm, but I was glad
to at least be able to enjoy my love of agriculture
when visiting my grandparents’ farms instead. I had a
unique opportunity to be around FFA all my life so I
got to see a lot of different CDEs and events.
When I was old enough to be an actual FFA member, I knew I had to find Supervised Agricultural
Experiences (SAEs) that fit me. I started with home
improvement and paid placement SAEs, as well as Ag
Ed SAEs. I began as a youth camp counselor-in-training helping to plan schedules and activities. I built up
to being a camp counselor where my duties expanded
to planning camp themes, schedules, activities, and
monitoring campers more closely.
I wanted to continue in another way with my Ag
Ed SAE so I added agriculture education projects
such as planning and preparing agricultural activities
and information for over 600 elementary students in
Grades 3-5. Some lesson activities included crop commodities, plant parts, animal safety, and equipment
safety. I also helped set up a booth and talked with
local community members about grain bin safety and
the equipment often used in a rescue. I collaborated
with local Farm Bureau and Cargill representatives to
plan a Cultivating Safety Day Program for two years
where all community members were invited to learn
about farm and grain bin safety. I worked to prepare
schedules and materials, as well as collect donations
from local agricultural businesses.
During the summer of 2020, I planned a course
of student for our program’s Agriculture, Food, and
Natural Resources (AFNR) Self-Contained class. It
included a year-long schedule, various lessons, and

Ms. Mizer Stachler’s AFNR students participated in the 2020 Teach
Ag Day activities held on national Teach Ag Day on September
17th. Students were able to create their own Ag Teacher Creature,
color them, and display them in the hallway.

Courtesy photos

Senior member and Chapter Vice President, Lahni Stachler works
with students in the Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
Self-Contained class for her Supervised Agricultural Experience
program. Based on her experiences and hours spent with the
class, Stachler completed an Agricultural Education Proficiency
application.

exciting activities to teach AFNR to students enrolled
in our Special Education program. I made adjustments
and modifications to my teaching based on individual
student levels and limitations while keeping the integrity of the various topics of agriculture, similar to the
AFNR course Ms. Stachler teaches. I am currently
responsible for plans, resources, and teaching of the
Self-Contained class everyday. Working with these students has allowed me to gain new friendships as well
as important experiences.
It did not take me long to learn that time

Who’s In
YOUR
Back Yard?
BuckeyPropane.com
OH-70223819

See Box | 10

Miami Trace High School educators presented a session entitled,
“ANFR for all” at the NAAE Virtual Convention in early December.
Rebekah Milstead teaches Special Education and Wendi Mizer
Stachler teaches Agricultural Education. This duo is hoping to also
present hands-on sessions at the state and national levels in 2021.
The Miami Trace High School Agricultural Education program is a
satellite of the Great Oaks Career Campuses.
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Senior officers share common interest

ing. They have won multiple awards at
the Sub-district, District, and State levels. The Agronomy CDE has been their
This year’s 2020-2021 Miami Trace
primary event over the past five years.
Great Oaks FFA Senior Officers include
Both individuals competed on our
members Graham Carson and Lahni
first Miami Trace Middle School
Stachler.
Agronomy Team earning top placings
These two members have been incred- at the State as 1st place Middle School
ibly influential members of our Chapter team, and 1st (Stachler) and 2nd (Carover the past five years. They have both son) place Middle School individuals.
been active on the Chapter officer teams It didn’t stop there. Over the next three
since their sophomore years of high
years, these two were part of a 4-person
school.
high school Agronomy team where they
Not only do these members serve
competed at nearly every Agronomy
as our President and Vice President,
invitational and State event.
respectfully, this year, but they have
In the Spring of 2019, the team placed
worked toward making our Chapter
2nd at the State level with Stachler
events run as smoothly as possible.
placing 2nd individual and Carson 7th
Courtesy photos They are two members who have been
individual. Along with teammates Grant
The 2020-2021 Miami Trace FFA Officer Team works hard to plan events, fundraisers, and activities very dedicated to their participation in
DeBruin (graduate) and Lydia Zwoll
for the Chapter.
FFA and contribute a lot on their own
(senior), this team placing earned them
time. Although both officers particia trip to Springfield, Massachusetts to
pated in some other individual events,
compete at the Big E Eastern States
they have also competed in several joint Exposition. Team members traveled to
CDEs such as Agronomy, Parliamentary
See interest | 11
Procedure, Soils, and Grain MerchandisBy Kennedy Worley
and Lahni Stachler

REAL ESTATE & EQUIPMENT AUCTIONS

PROUD TO SUPPORT
OUR LOCAL FFA!

We are proud to partner with families and corporations in the agricultural
marketplace by using modern technology and old-fashioned hard work to
help them acheive their goals.

ATTENTION OHIO LAND OWNERS
We Have Qualified Buyers Seeking Land to Purchase

Call Nick Cummings, CAI Auctioneer / Auction Advisor
740.572.0756 | nick@thewendtgroup.com | Washington Court House, Ohio

OH-70224001

Choose The Wendt Group for the
Nation’s Best Auction Marketing!
Set with paddles and life jackets, the officers get ready to take a kayaking trip for their annual
officer retreat. They had fun in the sun while forming close bonds and friendships with the rest of
the officer team.
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Blayne
Ferguson,
Camden
Bennett,
and Weston
Pettit help fill
gift baskets
during the
Chapter’s
annual fruit
sale. In this
fundraiser,
the Chapter
also promotes
locally
made and
grown and
Ohio-grown
products
such as live
wreaths,
honey, baked
items, and
Ohio-grown
apples and
cider.

FFA members, parents, and siblings all work together to prepare items for the 2020 fruit sale. The
fruit sale is the Chapter’s largest fundraiser, and though sales were lower than previous years, the
Chapter was still able to sell over $78,000 worth of fruit, gift baskets, and other various goods to
support member and Chapter projects and activities.

Miami Trace FFA fruit sales
By Emily Moser

The 2020 fruit sales are officially over
for Miami Trace Great Oaks FFA and,
though sales were lower than previous
years, the Chapter was still able to sell
over $78,000 worth of fruit, gift baskets,
and other various goods.
There was a small amount of remaining fruit and, rather than waste it, the
Chapter gladly donated it to Fayette
County Memorial Hospital as well as
other community groups. Overall, we
would like to thank everyone for their
cooperation and efforts in making the
fruit sale as smooth a process as pos-

sible despite the changes and limitations
handed to us this year.
In addition, the Miami Trace Great
Oaks FFA Chapter is kicking off their
2021 FFA Strawberry Sale. The fresh
Florida berries come ready to eat and
are offered in two convenient sizes.
The strawberry sale also raises money
for the Chapter to give back to the youth
and community, as well as funding various educational activities, competition
events, and trips throughout the year.
Strawberry orders have already been
taken, but members and customers
should expect delivery approximately the
first week of March.

OH-70223770

*NEW LOCATION*
227 Lewis Street
Washington Court
House, Ohio 43160
Colleen and Joe Roundhouse
740-313-1070
Broker/Owner/Realtor

AwesomeRealEstate-Ohio.com

Courtesy photos

• 20 Colors of Metal Roofing
and Siding
• Wide Variety of Trim
• Sliding Door Parts
• Screws
• Overhead Doors
• Matching Caulk and Touch
Up Paint
• Vapor Barrier and Insulation
• Complete Pole Barn
Package
• Crinkle Cut Metal - 7 Color
Options Available!
• Buckeye Wave and
Standing Seam available

740-998-4304
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4:30pm
Saturday by Appointment

FAX: 740-998-4307

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628

www.BuckeyeMetalRoofing.com

OH-70223405
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The power of the gavel
tinue to in the future.
Mackenzie Cory: Going into parli pro,
First-year Miami Trace Great Oaks
I wasn’t really sure how it was going
FFA members had the opportunity to
to go. In class, it was very interesting
compete in the FFA Novice Procedure
trying to figure things out, but once we
Career Development Event (CDE) that had the students who actually wanted
assesses students’ abilities to particito do it in one classroom, it was so fun.
pate effectively in a business meeting or I knew I wanted to join parli pro and,
other group decision-making situation. once we started practicing, I never
The team consisted of eight freshregretted it. My favorite memories were
men members: Robbie Bennett, Ethan
laughing with all of my team members
Bower, Mackenzie Cory, Jonah Godat practices and learning the basics of
dard, Kaden Noble, Mckenzie Queen,
running a meeting. There was never a
Allie Stoughton, and Sarah Warner.
time where it wasn’t entertaining.
Team members were required to learn
Jonah Goddard: Going into parli pro,
the rules of 12 parliamentary abilities
I was confident because I had seen my
based on Robert’s Rules of Order. They sister practice it last year when she
complete a 25-question general knowlcompeted in the Novice Parliamentary
edge test, and a simulated business
Procedure CDE. Parli pro is also a fun
meeting demonstration that must be
and easy CDE that offers members an
completed within the 15-minute timeopportunity to earn points on their FFA
line.
point sheet. Parli pro is a great experiThe meeting consisted of presenting ence because you can develop your pubthe official FFA opening ceremonies, a
lic speaking skills by explaining your
business meeting using five assigned
motion that is on the table. My experiabilities, and the official FFA closing
ence in parli pro was really fun, but due
ceremonies. Team members are scored to the fact the COVID-19 is a thing, our
on their skill at properly dispensing of
team and I were a little restricted in the
the abilities, how the two chairpersons fact that we could not travel, and we
conduct the meeting, effectiveness of
had to do our competition over a Zoom
discussions, and opening and closing
meeting. Parli pro is a more sophisticeremonies.
cated CDE because it is actually used in
Some members of the Novice Parliapublic, government, and official meetmentary Procedure (Parli Pro) team
ings to effectively conduct business.
shared their thoughts of this CDE:
Once you get the hang of parli pro, it
Robbie Bennett: Parli pro helped me
is actually very simple, and there are
out in so many ways. It increased my
many different situations where it can
self-confidence, as well as helped me
be used. I really enjoyed my time getbecome a better leader. This experiting to learn about parli pro.
ence has also allowed me to better
Kaden Noble: I honestly got into
understand meeting procedures, as well parli pro because a couple of my friends
as proper etiquette and FFA Official
were doing it. I don’t think that I’m half
Dress. I enjoyed spending time with
bad at talking in public, so I thought
my friends, and have really grown emo- it would be a good experience for me
tionally, as well as confidently, through so I did it. The first practice we tried
these times in parli pro. I hope that
things did not really make sense. Once
others will utilize these procedures and I understood what it was I actually
protocols in the future, for which it
doing, I learned that what we were
will really help them. Overall, this CDE doing was setting goals of what we
made me grow as a person and will con- wanted to accomplish (an agenda) and

By Chapter Submission

Courtesy photos

Members of the Advanced Parliamentary Procedure Team (Caleb Bennett, Hidy Kirpatrick, Bryce
Bennett, Lahni Stachler, Lexi Hagler, Blayne Ferguson, and Weston Pettit) are ready to take battle as
they strike a pose in preparation for their upcoming contest.

The Novice Parliamentary Procedure Team (Robbie Bennett, Mckenzie Queen, Mackenzie Cory, Kaden
Noble, Sarah Warner, Allie Stoughton, Jonah Goddard, and Ethan Bower) wear full official dress to
participate in their CDE demonstration.

actually completing them by the end of
the meeting. I learned that this is something that I could be using during our
4-H meeting as well to help get through
items more efficiently. I enjoyed doing
the Parliamentary Procedure CDE
because something you might not
realize is the fact that you have to be
creative in coming up with your arguments and making it persuasive enough
to encourage others to vote your same
way. I actually enjoyed this CDE more
than I thought I would, and it was a

good learning experience.
Mckenzie Queen: Parliamentary procedure was a great and fun experience.
I had so much fun learning how to go
through a proper meeting. I learned a
lot from this because before I learned
about it in class and then signed up for
the CDE, I knew nothing about parli
pro. It taught me how to be creative
with my debates, and helped me learn
to speak more fluently and efficiently.
See gavel | 11
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FFA members go for the gold
While establishing and completing
(Sr) in Agricultural Education,
various SAE projects, members can
Blayne Ferguson (Jr) in Agricultural
set specific goals and learn practiProcessing, Aubrey Schwartz (Grad
This year, the Miami Trace Great
cal skills. Members who have made
1) in Agricultural Services, Tyler
Oaks FFA Chapter had several
exceptional commitments and accom- Cummings (Jr) in Agricultural Serstudents complete applications for
plishments in their individual SAE
vices, Connor Collins (Jr) in Goat
numerous district, state, and nationprograms can apply for district, state, Production, Grant DeBruin (Grad 1)
al honors. These honors include
and national proficiency awards. Each in Organic Agriculture, and Derek
the State FFA Degree, American
proficiency area is tailored around at
Mitchem (Sr) in Swine Production.
FFA Degree, or various Proficiency
least one nationally-recognized AgriMember degree and proficiency
Awards.
culture, Food, and Natural Resource
applications are currently at the state
The State FFA Degree is the
(AFNR) pathway and must meet the
evaluation process and results will be
Connor Collins, Tyler Cummings,
highest honor that FFA members
available in approximately a month.
Cole Enochs, Blayne Ferguson, Lexi prescribed guidelines.
This year, seven Miami Trace
can achieve at the state level. This
The Chapter wishes each of these
Hagler, Madison Johnson, Wyatt
state honor encourages students to
Mayer, Taylor Moore, Mallory Pavey, Great Oaks FFA members submitted members good luck and thank them
individual proficiency applications.
develop their individual potential for Weston Pettit, and Emily Taylor.
for their dedication to agriculture
Candidates include: Lahni Stachler
premier leadership, personal growth,
and FFA.
The American FFA Degree is the
and career success. Candidates must highest level degree that any FFA
be a junior, senior, or high school
member can achieve. Members at
graduate. They must have mainthis level have shown a strong comtained electronic records of approved mitment to their local chapter and
SULLIVAN SUPPLY
Supervised Agricultural Experience
state FFA association, as well as agri(SAE) programs in the areas of
culture. Candidates have demonstratDEALER
The
placement, entrepreneurship, or a
ed outstanding leadership abilities,
Advantage
combination.
community involvement, and strong
Depending on which SAE area
SAE experiences. Candidates must
WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF SHOW FEEDS!
members are focused on, they must
have graduated high school, already
have productively invested at least
received their State FFA Degree, as
$500-$2,000, earned at least $500 in well as completed a minimum of 50
paid placement earnings, invested at community service hours in at least
least 100 hours of paid placement,
three different activities. Candidates
or achieved at least $2,500 net profit must have maintained a solid SAE
earnings. Candidates have also had
program in the areas of placement,
to record at least 25 hours of commu- entrepreneurship, or a combination.
nity service in at least two different
Requirements state that they must
DELIVERY
activities and participated in a mini- have earned at least $10,000 and pro&
CUSTOM
mum of 10 CDEs or other activities
ductively invested $7,500; or earned
MIXING
above the chapter level.
and productively invested $2,000
AVAILABLE
Once candidates have completed
and worked 2,250 hours outside of
Reiterman
Feed & Supply
a few additional requirements, they
scheduled class time. Miami Trace
are able to submit their applicaGreat Oaks FFA Chapter to proud to
tion for the Ohio State FFA Degree. announce the following candidates
This year, Miami Trace Great Oaks
being considered for their American
FFA is proud to announce the folFFA Degree: Grant DeBruin, Morgan
lowing individuals who applied for
Eggleton, Aubrey McCoy, Anita PurM-F 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 8 am-Noon
this honor: Libby Aleshire, Luke
sell, Aubrey Schwartz, Tori Waits,
Anders, Bryce Bennett, Drew Black, and Matthew Warner.

20-21 FFA Vice President

“The American FFA Degree is
the highest level degree that
any FFA member can achieve.
Members at this level have
shown a strong commitment
to their local chapter and state
FFA association, as well as
agriculture.”

THE ROAD TO THE
WINNERS CIRCLE
STARTS WITH US!

S/S

Reiterman
Feed & Supply

OH-70223763

By Lahni Stachler

103 N. London St., Mt. Sterling
740-869-3817
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of my Agricultural Education SAE was
to teach others about agriculture. At
one time, I thought I might want to
From page 5
be an Ag teacher like my mom, but I
just don’t think that’s for me. I never
management skills are vital in my
considered myself very good with kids,
life. I have always considered myself
but several others constantly tell me
an organized person, but I had to
otherwise. I guess I don’t think about
make some major adjustments when I it much when I am talking to others
started high school and when I took on about agriculture, I just do it, and that
the daily responsibilities of teaching
is what others have said makes me
an actual class of students. The
good at working with kids.
students rely on me to be organized,
I am pretty comfortable being around
but so does my Ag Ed Instructor and
most adults because I always tailed
Special Education Teacher. I learned
along with my parents and grandparthat I perform at my best when I am
ents and helped out wherever I could. I
organized and have things planned out, believe in agriculture and cannot imagand my calendar needs to include time ine not being involved in it. I want othfor planning and being flexible at the
ers to appreciate it as much as I do so I
same time. Using time management
teach about it whenever I can. Starting
skills will make me successful as an
in the fall, I will be attending North
agronomist because timing is of the
Dakota State University. Once getting
essence in plants, insects, diseases,
settled out there, my goal is to start a
and deficiencies as well.
similar course at a local high school in
One of my greatest accomplishments North Dakota.

AGRICULTURE
IS THE BACKBONE

of our community and our country...

Supporting
Youth & Ag
Since 1879

Judging livestock
By Blayne Ferguson

Livestock judging is a Career
Development Event (CDE)
where members evaluate livestock and place them accordingly based on multiple criteria.
The livestock being judged
consists of swine, cattle, sheep,
and goats. Judging consists of
both market and stock so there
are two classes per species.
Along with judging, members
have to read and asses a market grid that deals with cattle
production. There are also 25
questions to answer that correspond with the animals being
judged or just general knowledge questions.
Throughout to the event,
scores will be compiled based on how well members assessed the livestock.
Then, members will be placed as an individual and the team you competed
with, for example, the Chapter.
However, livestock judging will look a little different this year. This year,
members will be judging livestock virtually. It is the same concept as inperson, but they will be looking at the livestock electronically and judging
virtually. Videos and images will be provided of the animals that are being
judged and
participants
are still
required to place
them as they would if they
Fayette
Soil & Water
Conservation
District
were in-person.
Fayette SWCD’s Annual Sale is Currently Underway!
Participants will also be required to complete the questions that correlate
Call: It may be harder to judge virtually, but at
to the various species of livestock.
least FFA members have the opportunity to compete and for that, this FFA
member is especially grateful.

SEEDLING TREE AND
NATIVE PLANT SALE
TREE SEEDLING &

NATIVE PLANT SALE

740-636-0279
Fayette
Soil information
& Water
for more

SEEDLING
TREE SALE
Conservation District
Fayette
Soil &DEADLINE:
Water Conservation District
ORDER
Fayette
SWCD’s
Annual Tree
Fayette
SWCD’s
Annual Tree
MARCH
16,
2018
Seedling
Currently
Seedling &Sale
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Download an Order

Don’t Miss This Opportunity To
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Greenhand recognition
Greenhands are the starting foundation for every
FFA Chapter. Greenhands
members are first-year high
school members who have
demonstrated an understanding of the history and
purpose of the FFA and have
an SAE plan.
Throughout the year,
Greenhands learn the history, components, and the
importance of FFA in everyday life. They
spend time learning how things are run and
helping in things like our fruit sale, strawberry sale, and various FFA events held at
Miami Trace High School throughout the
year. The Greenhand year is very important for an FFA member because they learn
diverse material that enables members to
choose the FFA path that best fits them.
The Miami Trace Great Oaks FFA Chapter has nearly 60 Greenhand members this

Gavel
From page 8

I highly recommend the Novice Parliamentary Procedure CDE to others. It is
a great way to get closer to your peers
and learn something new that you can
use in the future.
Allie Stoughton: My thoughts on the
Novice Parliamentary Procedure CDE
when I was first going into it was that
it was just something new that I was
going to try to see what I thought. It
turns out that I actually had a great
time doing it, and trying something
new and out of my comfort zone. I was
the Vice President of our parli team
and that was a pretty big role for me to
take on. When we first started, I was

year. The members receiving their Greenhand Degree
have shown they are able to
recite the FFA Creed, speak
a minimum of six minutes
on agriculturally-related topics, and demonstrate at least
10 parliamentary abilities.
Members will be recognized
at the 2021 FFA Parent/
Member Banquet in late
March.
This year has been like
no other, but we are very
thankful for our Greenhands and proud of
them for the things they have accomplished
through this troubling time. Our Greenhands have continued participating in CDEs
and have helped contribute to the Chapter’s
sales, events, and contests this year. These
Greenhand members have learned what it
means to be an FFA member.
Congratulations to all the 2021 Greenhand
Degree recipients, and we hope to see you
next year!

very nervous and had no clue what I
was doing. As the time went on, I got
a little more comfortable with my role.
My thoughts by the end of Parli Pro
were that this experience taught me a
lot and I really enjoyed it. I would like
to continue by doing the Advanced
Parliamentary Procedure CDE in the
future. By doing parli pro, I learned new
leadership skills, and I now know how
to run a proper meeting.
Sarah Warner: When I first decided
to join the Novice Parli Pro team, I
was skeptical because I didn’t really
understand it, nor was I great with
public speaking. Going into the first
practice I was nervous because we
had only gone over it a couple of
times in class. Throughout the practice, I became more comfortable and
started debating more. It’s cool to see

Interest
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the Big E in September 2019 and placed 1st Team and individually, DeBruin placed 1st highest, Stachler placed 2nd highest,
Carson 3rd highest, and Zwoll placed 4th highest overall.
In the Spring of 2020, these same team members came back
to the State Agronomy CDE wanting to win it. They achieved
their goal by placing 1st Team overall, and individually,
Stachler placed 1st, DeBruin placed 2nd, Carson placed 3rd,
and Zwoll 5th individual. This earned the team an opportunity
to represent Ohio at the National FFA Convention in the fall of
2020. Due to COVID, CDE events were not held at the national level, but Ohio and Miami Trace Great Oaks FFA team
members were recognized as National Agronomy CDE finalists. All team members plan to compete in the 2021 Ohio State
Agronomy CDE to hopefully place 1st team overall, again, and
actually get to compete at the National level in the fall of 2021.
Agronomy CDE participants test their agronomic and crop
management skills by identifying crop and weed seeds and
plants; and identifying insects, plant diseases and disorders,
and nutrient deficiencies.
Graham has plans to continue his passion by attending a
four year institution majoring in Agronomy. He is still undecided as to which university he will attend. Stachler, on the other
hand, will continue her passion for agronomy by attending the
North Dakota State University majoring in Crop and Weed Science. Being involved in FFA has left an impact in both of their
lives that will greatly influence their future endeavors.

how we all can debate over the same
topic, but each of us used different
and unique debating points. Being a
4-H member as well, this was a great
opportunity to see how a proper
meeting should be run and how what

OH-70223755

By Kelsey Pettit
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I’ve learned can be shared with my
club so we can have more productive
meetings. If you want to become more
involved with FFA, then this is a great
opportunity to do so and you’ll also
gain points as well.
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Serving the area since 1960

Wilmington - Springfield - Washington C.H.

Shop, Compare
&
Save!
Open 24/7 at:
dougmarinemotors.net - billmarineford.com - billmarine.com
1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H.
(740) 335-3700 • (937) 584-2889
1-800-928-2872
OH-70223758

SALES: Mon.- Thurs. 9-7, Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-4
SERVICE & PARTS: Mon.- Fri. 8-5
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Sales
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