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Bartruff returns to
coach Blue Lions
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com
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It was a very tough season
last year for the Washington
Blue Lion boys basketball
program.
The head coach left after
one game, replaced by Ryan
Day. The team was also
coached at one point by former Blue Lion great Dustin
Pfeifer.
The end result was a
record of 0-23.
The program is ready to
turn yet another page, as
former head coach Shannon
Bartruff returns, hoping to
bring stability back for the
Blue Lions.
“I’m excited,” Bartruff said.
“We’ve got 27 kids in the program at the high school level
right now. We’ve got 25 at
the junior high level.
“Out of the 27 at the high
school, 22 of those are freshmen and sophomores,” Bartruff said. “We’re very, very
young. We have three seniors
and two juniors in the program. It’s kind of a learning
process here.
“I was only out for a couple
of years, but, coaching years
are like dog years,” Bartruff
said. “I feel like I’ve been out
for much longer than that.
A lot has changed in just
two years. We’re just trying to get things where we
want them to be, as far as
our kids’ effort, consistent
effort and attitude on a daily
basis. Those are things that
we’ve stressed for 15 years.
It’s something that you kind
of take for granted when you
are in it every day. After two
years, if those things aren’t
stressed, they can go by the
wayside quickly.
“I’m really excited,” Bartruff said. “We are really
young and we have a long,

long way to go. We’ve got a
lot of athletes and we’re just
trying to teach them how to
be a team, how to work hard
and how to play basketball,
to a certain extent. I know
that sounds fairly obvious,
but we have a lot of inexperienced, young kids. They are
really good athletes, just a lot
of areas for growth.”
Bartruff spoke a bit about
the COVID protocols.
“We take the kids’ temperatures every day,” Bartruff said. “We do a COVID
pre-screen every day, which,
basically consists of asking
the kids if they feel okay, do
they have any coughs, or
a headache, things of that
nature. A lot of that is easy
to (attribute) to the stress of
everyday, student-athlete life.
You’re going to have bumps
and bruises, which makes so
much of this…we’re taking
all of the precautions, but,
there’s a lot of ambiguity and
gray area in it, as well.
“We’re trying to use our
best discretion and follow the protocols we have
in place,” Bartruff said. “I
feel like we’ve been doing
a pretty good job, but, you
can do everything you can
do and someone can still get
exposed and chances are,
you could get shut down
anywhere from 10 to 14 days.
We’re trying to control what
we can control.
“I’d be shocked if we get
through the entire season
and we don’t have a few of
our guys get quarantined,”
Bartruff said. “We’re just
going to have to kind of roll
with the punches with that.
You can go down the rabbit
hole real quick with all of the
possibilities. We’re taking
this day by day and again, get
better every single day.”
See BARTRUFF | 4

Bartruff

WASHINGTON
VARSITY BOYS
BASKETBALL
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The Blue Lions have three
seniors: Brice Cartwright,
Mitch Lotz and Micai
Claggett.
“Micai moved here from
Middletown,” Bartruff said.
“The juniors are Isaiah
McKinney and Karson
Runk,” Bartruff said. “Karson has a chance to be a key
contributor on this team. A
lot of these kids I know, but I
don’t know them in a basketball sense. I’m still trying to
figure out what they can do,
what they need work on and
where they’re going to fit in.
“Mitch Lotz has been in
the program since the ninth
grade,” Bartruff said. “We’re
looking for Mitch to provide
some leadership on both
ends of the floor. He’s one
of the few guys, along with
Brice Cartwright, who has
the most actual varsity experience.
“Micai is a great athlete,”
Bartruff said. “We’re trying
to get him to understand
what his role is and pick up
intensity in practice every
day.
“We have 10 or so
sophomores,” Bartruff said.
“Some of them will fluctuate between varsity and j-v
and it’s really up in the air
right now. We’re only two
weeks into full practice.” The
Record-Herald interviewed
Bartruff on Nov. 11.
“Tanner Lemaster started
every game last year as a
freshman,” Bartruff said.
“He’s going to be a big part
of our varsity basketball
team.
“Some other sophomores
who are fighting for positions
right now include Raleigh
Haithcock, Titus Lotz, Traeton Johnson, A.J. Dallmayer,
Calum Brown, those last two
guys have been practicing
really well,” Bartruff said.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2020-21 WASHINGTON BLUE LION 9th GRADE BASKETBALL TEAM — (front,
l-r); Logan Presley, Gabe Wightman, Hunter Hinkley, Garrett Rickman, Bryce
Yeazel; (back, l-r); Gabe Tayese, Blake Bagheri, Nathan Upthegrove, Brennan
Lovely, Coleden May, Luke Crabtree, Isaiah Haithcock and coach Derek Shaw.

“Troy Thompson is basically
a first-year basketball player
as a sophomore. He’s been
working hard.
“Noah Hicks played some
varsity last year,” Bartruff
said. “He has room to
improve. I don’t really know
what his role is going to
be. Brayden May played a
little bit of varsity last year, I
believe.
“It was a really tough situation last year,” Bartruff said.
“The numbers weren’t very
good. We have great numbers
this year. We’re going to have
a freshman basketball team
for probably the first time in
10 or so years. Our freshman
class is really nice. We have
13 freshmen. John Wall is not
going to be on that team. I’ve
already moved him up into
a mix for the j-v/varsity role,
as well.
“That would leave us with
12 freshmen for that team,”
Bartruff said. “And some of
those kids will move up and
play j-v for a couple of quarters. That is one change with
the COVID, they are allowing
kids to play six quarters a
night instead of five. Some of
these freshmen will probably
be playing six quarters a few
nights out of the season.
“We have a 22-game schedule for the j-v and varsity,”
Bartruff said. “There will be,
I would say, a fair amount of
schools that don’t have fresh-

man teams.”
As for the coaching staff
for the Blue Lions, Brandon
Runk will coach the seventh
grade with Blaise Tayese
assisting.
Allen Hoosier will coach
the eighth grade team, with
Joni Merritt assisting.
Derek Shaw will coach the
freshman team.
Bartruff will coach the varsity and junior-varsity teams.
“That will help us out
down the road, because,
these guys are going to be
used to me,” Bartruff said.
“It’s more of a learning process. They’re still getting to
know me and how I want the
program to look. I’m still trying to figure out their mentality, as well.
“It’s been good so far,”
Bartruff said. “We’ve had
some bumps in the road.
We’ve had some really, really
good practices and we’ve had
some really bad practices.
It’s hard as a coach at times,
because you expect your guys
to come in and work hard
every day. You have to understand that everyone in this
is a human being and you’re
going to have bad days and
good days.
“Our big thing is just to
become more consistent,”
Bartruff said. “We’re asking
these guys to work and be
more accountable. We have
27 kids and 22 of them are

Sat., Nov. 28......Westfall..........A........ 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 1.......Wilmington....H........ 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 4.........McClain..........H........ 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 8......Hillsboro.........A........ 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 11........Chillicothe......H........ 6 p.m.
Tues, Dec. 15......Jackson..........A........ 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Miami.............H........ 6 p.m.
Trace
Tues., Dec. 22....Vinton.............A........ 6 p.m.
County
Sat., Jan. 2.........Logan.............H........ 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 5.......Fairfield..........H........ 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 8..........McClain..........A........ 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 12.....Adena.............H........ 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 15.........Hillsboro.........H........ 6 p.m.
Tues, Jan. 19......Circleville.......H........ 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 22........Chillicothe......A........ 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 26....Zane Trace......H........ 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 29........Jackson..........H........ 6 p.m.
Tues, Feb. 2........Logan Elm......H........ 6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6.........Miami.............A... 7:30 p.m.
Trace
Tues, Feb. 9........Unioto............A........ 6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 13.......Eastern...........A........ 6 p.m.
Brown
Start times above are for the j-v game, to
be followed by the varsity game. Except for
Dec. 19 and Feb. 6.
On Dec. 19, the Washington vs Miami Trace
j-v game is slated to start at 3 p.m.
On Feb. 6, the Washington vs Miami Trace
j-v game is scheduled to start at 6 p.m.

WASHINGTON
7TH & 8TH GRADE
BOYS BASKETBALL
Tues., Nov. 24.......Fairfield........... H.....5 p.m.
Mon., Nov. 30.......Greenfield....... A......5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 3.......Hillsboro.......... A .....5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 7..........Chillicothe....... H.....5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10.....Jackson........... A......5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19.........Miami Trace..... H.....9 a.m.
Mon., Dec. 21........Wilmington..... H.....5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 2............Adena.............. H...10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7........Greenfield....... H.....5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 11.........Hillsboro.......... H.....5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 14......Chillicothe....... A......5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 16..........Unioto............. A....10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21......Miami Trace..... A......5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 25........Jackson........... H.....5 p.m.
Times listed are the starting times for the
7th grade game, which is followed by the
8th grade game, except on Saturday, Dec.
19 when the Miami Trace vs Washington
8th grade game will start at noon.

freshmen and sophomores.
There’s still that learning curve, there’s still that
maturity curve. There’s still
that growing into being an
accountable young man.”
It’s the largest group of
younger players Bartruff has
yet coached.
“It’s not even close,” Bartruff said. “I really, really
wanted to have a freshman
team. It’s a really good class.
The majority of that class
See BARTRUFF | 19

Panthers look to continue to improve

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM —
(front, l-r); Isaiah Reisinger, Cyrus Keplinger, Keegan Terry, Cameron Moore,
Hayden Hunter, Bo Little; (back, l-r); Braden Osborne, Dylan Bernard, Logan
Rodgers, Andrew Guthrie and Ethan Steele. Not pictured: head coach Rob
Pittser and assistant coaches Cory Patton, Jeff Smallwood, Tracy Tyree and
Carlos Roberts.

By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Rob Pittser returns for his
eighth consecutive season
(and 13th overall) as head
coach of the Miami Trace
boys basketball program.
The Panthers made huge
strides last year over the
year before, finishing the
2019-20 season at 12-11
after going 3-20 in 2018-19.
Chillicothe won the
Frontier Athletic Conference
last year, going 10-0.
Jackson was second at 8-2,
followed by Miami Trace at
6-4.

McClain and Hillsboro
tied for fourth at 3-7 and
Washington went 0-10.
Miami Trace had two
seniors last year: Kyler Conn
and Trevor Barker.
This season, the Panthers
will have eight seniors, one
junior and two sophomores.
Seniors this year will
be: Keegan Terry, Dylan
Bernard, Logan Rodgers
(who was First Team, AllFAC last year), Cameron
Moore, Ethan Steele, Bo
Little, Cyrus Keplinger and
Braden Osborne.
Hayden Hunter, a junior,
will play on the varsity,

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM
— (front, l-r); Cole Little, Eli Fliehman, Shay Salyers, Tate Landrum; (back,
l-r); Zach Warnock, Garrett Guess, Austin Etzler, Braeden Morris and Austin
Boedecker. Not pictured: coach Jeff Smallwood.

according to Pittser.
Sophomores Andrew
Guthrie and Isaiah Reisinger
will be on the varsity.
At the time the RecordHerald spoke with Coach
Pittser (Nov. 10), he was
not ready to say who else
might make the varsity
team.
The coaching staff
remains the same at the
high school level.
Assisting Pittser will
be Cory Patton and Tracy
Tyree.
Jeff Smallwood will coach
the junior-varsity team and
Carlos Roberts will coach
the freshman team.
Ross Matthews will coach
the eighth grade Panthers
and Alex Marting is the
See PANTHERS | 20

MIAMI TRACE VARSITY
BOYS BASKETBALL
Tues., Dec. 1....... Unioto............ H... 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 4......... Jackson......... A... 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 8...... Chillicothe..... A... 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 11........ McClain......... H... 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12...... Waverly.......... A........ 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 15..... Hillsboro........ H... 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 18........ Waynesville.... A...4:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19...... Washington... A........ 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 26...... McDonald’s... H............TBA
Tourn.
Tues., Dec. 29.... McDonald’s... H............TBA
Tourn.
Wed., Jan. 6....... Circleville....... A... 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 8.......... Jackson......... H... 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9......... Dayton........... A........ 6 p.m.
Stivers
Tues., Jan. 12..... Clinton-.......... A...4:30 p.m.
Massie
Fri., Jan. 15......... Chillicothe..... H... 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 19..... Wilmington.... A...4:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 22........ McClain......... A... 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23....... Logan Elm...... A........ 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 29........ Hillsboro........ A... 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6......... Washington... H...4:30 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 9....... Zane Trace..... A.........5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 13....... Peebles.......... H... 4:45 p.m.
Times listed are starting times for the
freshman game, except: Waverly on Dec.
12, that is the j-v start time. On Dec. 19,
Miami Trace plays Washington’s j-v team
at 3 p.m. and on Feb. 6, Miami Trace plays
Washington’s j-v team at 4:30 p.m.
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Low numbers but high hopes for Lady Lions
By Chris Hoppes

WASHINGTON
7TH & 8TH GRADE
GIRLS BASKETBALL
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Samantha Bihl (formerly
Leach) returns for her fifth
season as head coach of the
Washington Lady Blue Lion
basketball program.
Last year, the team went
12-12, winning a third consecutive Sectional championship.
The Lady Lions went 5-5 in
the Frontier Athletic Conference, placing fourth.
McClain and Miami Trace
tied for the conference championship at 8-2.
Chillicothe was third at 6-4,
Hillsboro was fifth at 2-8 and
Jackson was sixth at 1-9.
Washington had just 12
players in the program in
grades 9-12 last season.
This year, the Lady Lions
have 13 players in the high
school ranks.
Another of the highlights
from the 2019-20 season was
senior Shawna Conger scoring 23 points against Warren
in the District semifinals to
surpass the 1,000-point mark
for her career (she finished
with 1,005 career points).
“We’re hoping to keep that
streak continuing this year,”
Bihl said, referring to the
three consecutive Sectional
titles.
“We had three very great
senior leaders last year in
Shawna Conger, Halli Wall
and Abby Tackage,” Bihl said.
“All three of those kids had
been in our program since the
third grade. They just made a
huge impact, turning our program around, creating a winning culture and just building
things back up.
“They were great role
models for our younger kids,”
Bihl said. “We were sad to see
them go. We wish them the
best of luck with everything.
“We had a lot of close
games last year,” Bihl said.
“We had several games we

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

WASHINGTON
LADY
LION
BASKETBALL SENIORS — (l-r);
Mallory Hicks and Emily Semler.

felt could have gone either
way. We had a lot of young
kids who played a ton of
minutes last year. We started
two freshmen, so, there was a
little bit of inexperience at the
beginning of the season. We
had a great mix of older kids
and young kids last year.
“With that, it is exciting
for this year because a lot of
those kids have played varsity
minutes,” Bihl said. “They
will have that experience for
this season.”
Washington has two seniors
this year, both returning to
basketball after having not
played the last two seasons.
“Mallory Hicks and Emily
Semler wanted to play this
season,” Bihl said. “We’re
really excited to have them
back out. It’s good to have
them, because, last year we
didn’t have any juniors.
“We have one junior this
year, Aaralyne Estep,” Bihl
said. “Aaralyne played a lot
last year. She was a big spark
for us. She’s a hustler, always
diving on the floor. She works
really hard. We’re excited to
have her back as she matures
into that leadership role, as
she’s an
upperclassman.”
Sophomores this year are
Allie Mongold, Megan Sever
and Natalie Woods.

Tues., Nov. 24.... Fairfield.......... A......... 5 p.m.
Mon., Nov. 30.... Greenfield...... H......... 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 3.... Hillsboro........ H......... 5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 7....... Chillicothe..... A......... 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10.. Jackson......... H......... 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19...... Miami Trace... H... 10:30 a.m.
Mon., Dec. 21..... Wilmington.... A......... 5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 2......... Adena............ A....... 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7..... Greenfield...... A......... 5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 11...... Hillsboro........ A......... 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 14... Chillicothe..... H......... 5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 16....... Unioto............ H....... 10 a.m.
Sat., Jan. 23....... Miami Trace... A....... 10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 25..... Jackson......... A......... 5 p.m.
Starting times listed are for the 7th grade
game with the 8th grade to follow, except
for Dec. 19 when the 8th grade will play
Miami Trace at 1:30 p.m.

“Natalie started last year
for us as a freshman,” Bihl
said. “She got a lot of minutes, a lot of experience, a lot
of learning opportunities. So,
this year she’s able to bring
that experience. She’ll be running the point for us.
“Megan also logged a good
many minutes last year,” Bihl
said. “She’s more of a shooter,
but, she will be handling the
ball, as well.
“A lot of our kids are going
to be playing wherever we ask
them,” Bihl said. “They won’t
be sticking to one position.
“Allie is a shooter and she
played varsity as well,” Bihl
said. “We didn’t have a j-v
team last year, so all of our
kids got minutes.”
Washington has seven
freshmen: Lindsey Bunch,
Trinity George, Kaithlyn
Maquiling, Alizae Ryan, Lily
Shaw, Addie Shiltz and Calleigh Wead Salami.
“Some of my freshmen will
flow (between j-v and varsity),” Bihl said. “The kids are
allowed to play six quarters a
night this season.
“My kids are doing a great
job of just being flexible in
handling the adversity thrown
at them,” Bihl said. “I think
that is something we could all
learn from with all of the craziness going on right now. It’s

WASHINGTON VARSITY
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Sat., Nov. 21.......Unioto............H...........Noon
Tues., Nov. 24....Westfall..........A.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 28......McClain..........A.... 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 2.......Hillsboro.........A.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 5........Adena.............H.... 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 9......Chillicothe......H.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12......Jackson..........A...........Noon
Wed., Dec. 16.....Wilmington....A.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Miami Trace....H.... 7:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 22....Fairfield..........A.... 5:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 28....Glenn Oak......A.............TBA
Wed., Dec. 30....Circleville.......A.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 2.........Olentangy......H...........Noon
Wed., Jan. 6.......TBA.................TBA........TBA
Sat., Jan. 9.........McClain..........H.... 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 13......Hillsboro.........H.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 16.......Chillicothe......A.... 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 20.....Peebles..........A.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23.......Zane Trace......A.... 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 27.....Jackson..........H.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 30......Logan Elm......A.... 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 3.......Logan.............H.... 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6.........Miami Trace....A.... 5:30 p.m.
Starting time for the j-v game against
Miami Trace on Dec. 19 is 4:30 p.m.

not like the typical pre-season
that you’re used to having,
that’s for sure.”
As far as the FAC is concerned, Bihl said:
“I look for McClain and
Miami Trace to be really
competitive again this year,”
Bihl said. “I know McClain
didn’t graduate that many
kids. They have a lot of kids
returning.
“I believe Trace will be
strong, too,” Bihl said. “They
have a good crew coming
back.
“I really don’t know much
about Hillsboro or Jackson,”
Bihl said. “Chillicothe had
some good younger teams
and they were starting to
improve toward the end of
last season. I know they have
a new coach, so, it will be
interesting to see what that
coach brings. Hillsboro has
a new coach, as well. I think
we’ll see some changes within
our league in the coaching
styles.”
Last year, the Lady Lions
took a trip to Arizona for the
Cactus Jam tournament.
This year, Washington will
take part in a holiday
See HOPES | 18

MT girls set to compete for another FAC title
By Chris Hoppes

MIAMI TRACE VARSITY
GIRLS BASKETBALL

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com
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2020-21 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS VARSITY AND JUNIOR-VARSITY
BASKETBALL TEAMS — (front, l-r); Sidney Payton, Mallory Lovett, Hillary
McCoy, Sue Morris; (middle, l-r); Kaelin Pfeifer, Addy Little, Magarah Bloom,
Gracee Stewart, Delaney Eakins, Audrey Craig; (back, l-r); Zoe Wilson, Macy
Mahorney, Hillery Jacobs, Lilly Workman, Libby Aleshire, Jessee Stewart and
Lorelei King. Not pictured: Emma Pitstick, Gracey Ferguson, head coach Ben
Ackley, and assistant coaches Kayla Dettweiller, Shawn Grooms and Brian
Southward.

proud of them as a whole.”
Ackley spoke a bit about this
year’s senior class.
“Magarah Bloom has been
a program kid, through and
through,” Ackley said. “She
played j-v her freshman year and
about half of her sophomore
year. By the end of her sophomore year, she was our sixth
man. Last year, she started
every game for us.
“She’ll be one of our go-to
kids this year, on both ends,”
Ackley said. “She’s extremely
athletic and very versatile. She
can play four positions, handles
the ball well, a great defender.
Her basketball IQ has grown so
much in four years. She’s like a
sponge, listening and learning
from the staff and learning from
her mistakes. She’s just a great
character kid who does everything the right way.
“She was First Team, All-FAC
last year and we expect big
things out of her this year moving forward,” Ackley said.
“Gracee Stewart has worked
extremely hard,” Ackley said.
“She’s coming back from a torn
ACL. She’s been way better
than what we expected com-

ing back, playing at a high
level. She’s working out some
kinks, getting back in the flow
of everything. She’s a great
shooter, plays a great floor
game. Her IQ is off the charts.
We look for her to score a lot for
us this year. She’s a great leader,
as well.
“Addy Little is also returning
from an ACL tear,” Ackley said.
“She was injured late last year
against Lynchburg-Clay. She
has rehabbed and is still in the
bridge program now. Hopefully,
we’ll get her back in early to
mid-December. She’s one of the
smartest kids I’ve ever coached.

Tues., Dec. 1....... Unioto..............H...4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 4......... Jackson...........A...4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 8...... Chillicothe.......A...4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 11........ McClain...........H...4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 12...... Waverly............A........ 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 15..... Hillsboro..........H...4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 18........ Waynesville......A...4:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19...... Washington.....A........ 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 26...... McDonald’s.....H............TBA
Tourn.
Tues., Dec. 29.... McDonald’s.....H............TBA
Tourn.
Wed., Jan. 6....... Circleville.........A...4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 8.......... Jackson...........H...4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9......... Dayton.............A........ 6 p.m.
Stivers
Tues., Jan. 12..... Clinton-............A...4:30 p.m.
Massie
Fri., Jan. 15......... Chillicothe.......H...4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 19..... Wilmington......A...4:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 22........ McClain...........A...4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23....... Logan Elm........A........ 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 29........ Hillsboro..........A...4:45 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 6......... Washington.....H...4:30 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 9....... Zane Trace.......A........ 5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 13....... Peebles............H...4:45 p.m.
Times listed are starting times for the freshman game, except: Waverly on Dec. 12, that
is the j-v start time. On Dec. 19, Miami Trace
plays Washington’s j-v team at 3 p.m. and
on Feb. 6, Miami Trace plays Washington’s
j-v team at 4:30 p.m.

She’s like having a coach on the
floor. She’s very good defensively, very good fundamentally; she
rebounds the ball well. She’ll be
an asset to us when she returns,
for sure.
“Delaney Eakins was a First
Team, all-league player for us
last year,” Ackley said. “This is
her third year with us. Delaney
is another kid of extremely high
character. She’s a great leader,
everyone loves her. She’s a post
player for us, extremely physical
See FAC | 22
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Come
us for
all of
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Washington
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543 Clinton Avenue
www.fsb4me.com
Washington Court House
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Ben Ackley returns for his
ninth season as head coach of
the Miami Trace Lady Panthers
basketball program.
The team finished 8-2 in the
Frontier Athletic Conference
(FAC), tying with the McClain
Lady Tigers for first place.
Miami Trace finished 17-7
and won a Sectional championship before falling in the District
semifinals to Sheridan, 41-25.
Sheridan went on to win a District championship with a win
over Warren. Sheridan then lost
by two points in the Regional
semifinals to Tri-Valley. At that
point, the remainder of the
tournament was cancelled due
to COVID with no State championship.
Seniors on the team last
year were Shaylee McDonald,
Aubrey McCoy and Grace
Bapst.
“Shaylee is in college at
Kentucky Weslyan doing great
things,” Ackley said. “She’s on
scholarship to play basketball
there.
“Shaylee tore ligaments in
her ankle in the second quarter
of our first game of the season
against North Adams,” Ackley
said. “She played (injured) the
rest of the year. She still averaged over 16 points a game. She
scored over 1,000 points. She
was part of a Final Four team
and countless championships.
“She grew as much as a
person as any kid I’ve ever
coached,” Ackley said. “She
grew up a lot. She led. We
couldn’t be more proud of
where she left our program.
We wish her all the best as she
moves forward.
“Aubrey’s in college at Wilmington,” Ackley said. “She’s a
great young lady.
“Grace is in college, as well,
doing really well,” Ackley said.
“They left us better than they
found us. I couldn’t be more

Fayette Christian basketball teams set to compete
FAYETTE CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Courtesy photos

2020-21 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM — (l-r); Luke Granger, Gage McDaniel, Zander Ivey,
Nate Crichton, Brady Bumpus, Drew Pontious, Justin Wines, Aaron Taylor, Cade Whitaker, Jake Crichton and Toby
Butcher. In front, ball boy Micah Coole.

2020-21 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM — (l-r); Lilly Russi, Megan Sheeter, Makenna
Granger, Ryleigh Tooill, Katelynn Crichton, Letisha Knepp, Emily Barker, Stephanie Stollings and Cherokee Lofino.

By Ryan Carter
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The Fayette Christian
School boys and girls basketball squads are striving for
strong seasons despite the
challenges of COVID-19.
FCS boys basketball coach
Gary Shaffer is entering his
third season as coach and is
coming off a very successful season as the Crusaders
finished 19-3. However,
three players — Lane Hufford, Nicholas Epifano and
Christopher Tooill — who
accounted for 70 percent of
the team’s scoring graduated.
This year’s program
includes one junior, Zander
Ivey; four sophomores,
Toby Butcher, Nate Crich-

ton, Drew Pontious and
Justin Wines; three freshmen, Brady Bumpus, Gage
McDaniel and Aaron Taylor;
two seventh graders, Jake
Crichton and Cade Whitaker; and one sixth grader,
Luke Granger.
Vic Pontious and Noah
Gibbs serve as assistant
coaches for Shaffer.
Shaffer said he is counting
on Ivey, Crichton, Pontious,
Wines and Bumpus to be
key contributors this season
because they have the most
experience.
“Our numbers are small
because we don’t have a
lot of students in our high
school,” Shaffer said.
Expectations should be
tempered due to the talent

that graduated, but Shaffer is
optimistic about this team.
“We should be competitive and I know we will
work hard and have good
attitudes,” he said. “It will
be difficult because we lost
some key players and we are
very young with no seniors
and only one junior.”
Shaffer said that Milford
and Hillsboro are a couple
of teams on the Crusaders’
schedule that should be
strong this year.
“I enjoy working with
young people and it is very
rewarding to see them
improve and work together
as a team,” said Shaffer.
As for the Fayette Christian School girls basketball
team, Tony Garren returns

Tues., Nov. 24....Liberty VB......A......... 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 1.......RCCA..............A..........5 p.m.
JHG/JHB/VB
Tues., Dec. 8......Adams Co.......H..........5 p.m.
VG/JV/VB
Tues., Jan. 5.......Cozaddale VB...H......... 6 p.m.
Tues, Jan. 12......RCCA..............H..........5 p.m.
JHG/JHB/VB
Fri., Jan. 15.........Hillsboro.........A..........5 p.m.
VG/VB
Fri., Jan. 22........FCS Tourn. VB...............TBD
Sat., Jan. 23.......FCS Tourn. VB...............TBD
Tues., Jan. 26....Liberty............H.... 5:30 p.m.
JHB/VB
Sat., Jan. 30......Heritage.........A...........Noon
Ravenswood VB
Tues., Feb. 2.......Temple...........H..........5 p.m.
Dayton VG/VB
Sat., Feb. 6.........Bishop............A........10 a.m.
Flaget JHB
Tues., Feb. 9.......Wayside VB....A..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 11....Milford Tourn... A.............TBD
VG/VB
Fri., Feb. 12.........Milford Tourn... A.............TBD
VG/VB
Sat., Feb. 13.......Milford Tourn..A.............TBD
VG/VB
Tues., Feb. 16.....Bishop ...........H..........5 p.m.
Flaget/Hillsboro
JHB/VG/VB
Fri., Feb. 19........BCSO Tourn....A.............TBD
JHB/VG/VB
Sat., Feb. 20......BCSO Tourn....A.............TBD
JHB/VG/VB
Tues., Feb. 23.....Adams Co.......A..........5 p.m.
VG/JV/VB

as the head coach. He said
during an interview with the
Record-Herald that he has
coached the team “on and off
for many years.”
Garren said his team is
coming off a good season
last year and the players are
looking forward to playing
this year.
“We have a young team
this year and only lost one
senior from last year,” said
Garren, who is assisted by
coach Victor Pontious and
Shaffer.
As far as the outlook for
the 2020-21 Lady Crusaders,
Garren said “many of our
girls will contribute in a big
way this year.”
Emily Barker, a senior this
year, was the high scorer for
the team last year.
“We are looking to her for
that leadership in scoring,”
said Garren. “We also have
See FAYETTE | 19

Gymnastics features four different schools

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

MIAMI TRACE HIGH SCHOOL 2020-21 GYMNASTICS TEAM — (front, l-r); Cloe
Lauderback, McKinley Kelley, Carlee Cartee; (back, l-r); head coach Susan
Holloway, Madilyn Roshto and Bayley Carr.

WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 2020-21 GYMNASTICS TEAM — (l-r); head
coach Susan Holloway, Abby Rose, Havannah Burns and Maryn Mustain. Not
pictured: Jenna Hinkley.

By Martin Graham

they want to beat the high
event score for any of the
teams which is Miami Trace’s
record of 126.35. Last year
the girls got close and earned
a 126.25. Holloway said she
hopes to break the record this
year.
Finally, Holloway explained
that with COVID-19 she has
two sets of rules to follow;
the Ohio Athletic Association
recommendations as well as
business recommendations
with the State of Ohio. This
means lowered capacity in
the building, required temperature checks, use of masks
and constant wiping and
sanitizing the stations around

MIAMI TRACE
GYMNASTICS
Wed., Dec. 9......Worth. ............A....6:30 p.m.
Kilbourne
Fri., Dec. 18........DeSales..........H....6:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 15.........Sheridan........A....6:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23.......Worth.............A.............TBA
Kilbourne
Sat., Jan. 30......Anderson.......A.............TBA
Fri., Feb. 12.........Buckeye.........A.............TBA
Valley
Wed., Feb. 17......Thomas..........A.............TBA
Worth.
Fri., Feb. 19........Upper.............H....6:30 p.m.
Arlington
Sat., Feb. 27.......Districts.........A.............TBA

the building. The rules have
grown and now even restrict
the girls from sharing chalk
(which is used for the uneven
parallel beams).
See GYMNASTICS | 19
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Gymnastics is once again
looking to build relationships
between the athletes as a
group of young ladies from
various schools prepare for
the 2020-21 season.
“We had try-outs on Friday, Nov. 6 and the girls who
made the team found out and
started practice on Saturday,
Nov. 7,” Susan Holloway, who
runs Trics Gymnastics Academy and is the head coach
of the program, said. “So we
have had about three practices now and the practices are
very intense. We are trying
to get a lot accomplished as
far as getting their skill levels
up to par and working on a
routine so they can get those
memorized before our first
competition.”
On her team this year
are 11 total girls, five from
Miami Trace Local Schools,
four from Washington Court
House City Schools and two
independent gymnasts — one
from Greeneview and the
other from Adena.
“For our program we have
Miami Trace and Washington

Court House on the team and
then we have the two independent gymnasts,” Holloway
said. “We have no seniors
this year from Miami Trace,
but one returning gymnast, a
sophomore, McKinley Kelley.”
Other Miami Trace gymnasts are: Bayley Carr, Carlee
Cartee, Cloe Lauderback and
Madilyn Roshto.
“From Washington Court
House we have four young
ladies with one senior, however this is only her second
year in the program as she
competed when she was a
freshman and now again as a
senior — Jenna Hinkley.”
Other Washington gymnasts are Havannah Burns,
Maryn Mustain and Abby
Rose.
Of the other two girls,
Lizzy Valentine is a senior
from Greenview High School
and Claire Robinson is a
freshman from Adena.
Though some of these girls
are new to the varsity team,
she said many have been
around the club for years and
have experience in some of
the various events at competition. For Holloway this means
setting a goal for the girls that

OH-70212509
OH-70199758
OH-70199758
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WCH girls bowling expects to be competitive
By Martin Graham
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The Washington Court
House girls bowling team
continues to prepare for the
2020-21 season according to
head coach Anthony Amore.
“My team is mostly seniors
this year so most all of them
have bowled before,” Amore
said during an interview with
the Record-Herald. “They
know how to play the game
and the basics of what they
are trying to do, but the
execution of what they are
trying to do is a little rusty
right now.
“They are having a little
trouble hitting their marks
and remaining consistent in
lane, but they haven’t bowled
all year so that is expected at
this time and now they are
getting better and better as
the season goes on. We need
to figure out what our plan is
to pick up some of the most
left pins, what is their plan
for getting a strike and making sure all of my athletes
actually know what it is they
are trying to do that way,
when they get to a point that
they can do it, they can do it
successfully.”
Amore said that seniors
Brooklyn Foose and Hanna
Yoho have been his top two
bowlers so far this year.
He said they were both
involved in the program last
year and were great assets
for the team so they could
make it to the state tournament as well as compete
when they got there.
The team placed 10th at
State last season.
“They both did a very nice
job last year,” Amore said.
“This is the third year I have
coached the bowling team so
this is my third year bowling
with Foose and Yoho and I
think those two girls are the
two that if I need something

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

2020-21 WASHINGTON LADY LION BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Hailey Penwell, Grace Bailey, Mei Kobayashi, Eva
Smalley; (back, l-r); head coach Anthony Amore, Brooklyn Foose, Jessika Young and Hanna Yoho.

done they can get it done and
be leaders.
“This year we have five
seniors and one freshman.”
In addition to Foose
and Yoho, seniors are Mei
Kobayashi, Eva Smalley and
Jessika Young.
“The freshman — Grace
Bailey — is brand new to
the sport, they have went
with their family here and
there, but they decided it was
something they wanted to
join. I worked with her oneon-one a few times and she’s
a smart girl, she understands
what it is she is supposed
to be doing. Its just one of
those things that it takes
time, practice and muscle
memory, it takes all of those
things to be successful at the
sport and if you only have
been doing it for two weeks
there is still a lot more to go.
Starting out though she is
doing everything I am asking
of her and as long as she stay
optimistic about it I think we
can expect some good things
from her.”
Finally, Amore talked

about the 2019-20 season
and said they did fairly well
throughout most of it. He
said the Frontier Athletic
Conference (FAC) is by far
one of the best leagues in the
whole state, because they
have some great competition.
Amore does not expect a free
win anywhere in the league
because of how great that
competition is and said each
team has to show up and do
their best.
“There are no handicaps,
we all have to bowl at the
highest level we can,” Amore
said. “You don’t want to
underestimate anyone,
because there might be a
time that team has a great
day of bowling together. If
you aren’t there focusing and
doing your best they could
easily sneak up and get you.
“We graduated quite a few
seniors last year, I think this
year it’s going to be more
competitive, but one thing I
am trying to get the girls to
understand is that it’s going
to be more competitive. We
had matches last year where

WASHINGTON
BOWLING
Tues., Nov. 24....McClain..........H......... 4 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 28......Centerville......A........10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 1.......Chillicothe......A....4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10..Hillsboro.........A......... 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17...Miami Trace....H.... 3:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Col. Square....A.............TBA
Wed., Dec. 23....Jackson..........A.......... 1 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 28....McClain..........A.......... 1 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....Chillicothe......H....4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9.........LeElla Lanes...............9 a.m.
Baker Bash
Thurs., Jan. 14...Hillsboro.........H......... 4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21...Miami Trace....H.... 3:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 28..Jackson..........H......... 4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 30......@Wayne....................11 a.m.
Webb Col. Bowl
Home matches are held at LeElla Lanes

we were ahead by a lot of
pins and we may not have
that this year, but I honestly
believe we have a legitimate
shot to beat every other
team. I really think that if
we come together and help
each other out, then I think
we could do some really cool
things this year.”
The information in this
article was provided by WCH
girls bowling head coach
Anthony Amore.
Reach Martin Graham on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy.

MT girls prepare for 2020-21 season
By Martin Graham

mgraham@recordherald.com

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Kennidi Burkhart, Brianna Gozy, Savannah
Shupert, Lindsey Stump, Macie Caudill; (back, l-r); head coach Diane Amore, Onesti Evans, Alexus Arledge, EmmaLee
Glispie, Gabby McCord, Ashtin Ruth and Lexis Ely. Not pictured: Allison Brady, Maycin Adkins, and Malea Smith.

them up between experienced or inexperienced kids
and then I work with them a
little bit one-on-one,” Amore
said. “When we start we are
together though working
on basics, getting the 7-pin,
10-pin, hitting the pockets,
hitting your marks.”
The head coach also looked
to the future after the second place Frontier Athletic
Conference (FAC) season
last year. She said they are
wanting to win the FAC this
year and if the team cannot
make it to State, at least get
an individual to State bowling competitions, but with
COVID-19 Amore explained
they are still always watching
to see if the season gets canceled. Regardless, she said
they are taking precautions
such as less students traveling for games, no hand shaking at matches and more.
“I imagine it is going
to be a challenging year,”
Amore said. “They changed
some rules and we are only
allowed to travel with six
people where before we could
travel with eight. That kind
of changes things, where
before you could substitute
someone in for someone

having a bad day or game.
This only lets you have one
person to substitute in. And
if you have someone who is
sick, but only have six players you don’t have any extra
at all. My team has always
been very supportive of each
other. That is something I
like about the girls. They try
to help the less experienced
kids and encourage them
and I only have two seniors
this year so we have a good
amount of other grades.
Trace seems to have a good
turnout for bowling and this
year is no different.”
The information in this
article was provided by
Miami Trace Girls Bowling
Head Coach Diane Amore.

MIAMI TRACE
BOWLING
Wed., Nov. 25....McClain..........H......... 4 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 28......Centerville......A........10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 1.......Chillicothe......A....4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10..Hillsboro.........A......... 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17...Washington....H.... 3:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Pioneer...........A...........Noon
Baker Bash
Wed., Dec. 23....Jackson..........A.......... 1 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 28....McClain..........A.......... 1 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....Chillicothe......H....4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9.........LeElla..............H..........9 a.m.
Baker Bash
Thurs., Jan. 14...Hillsboro.........H......... 4 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 18.....Muskingum....A...........Noon
Thurs., Jan. 21...Washington....H.... 3:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 25.....Jackson..........H....4:30 p.m.

Stay with the Record-Herald
for more coverage of the
Miami Trace Girls Bowling
season.
Reach Martin Graham on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy.
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Miami Trace girls bowling
head coach Diane Amore
recently talked about the
state of the team and the
upcoming season with
COVID-19 still looming overhead.
This year, according to
Amore, the team has 16
members — about the same
as last year — but since practices started at the beginning
of November she has seen
about 10 or so at a time.
“I know some of them are
not feeling well or have other
reasons, but we were allowed
to start practices on October
30,” Amore said. “I only get
about 10 of them showing
up for practices, why I am
unsure and I imagine the current situation has a lot to do
with that, but practices are
going pretty well. The team
seems to be ready for what
they need to do this year for
COVID protocol. We always
work on the fundamentals,
we always get back to the
basics. I remember that from
Jack Anders and Dan Roberts, they always said go back
to basics and then you build
upon that.”
Amore said that about
half the team has experience
bowling with the other half
still learning the sport. She
explained that it can be a
little difficult getting everyone coached.
Senior Gabby McCord is
a two-time State-qualifier.
She placed 18th at the State
tournament in 2020 (in Division I, out of over 200 bowlers) and was 20th out of 103
bowlers in Division II at the
State in 2018.
The other senior on the
team is Brianna Gozy.
“Usually, the more experienced kids I will have work
on something and I will split

WCH Boys Bowling looking to enjoy season
WASHINGTON
BOWLING
Tues., Nov. 24....McClain..........H......... 4 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 28......Centerville......A........10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 1.......Chillicothe......A....4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10..Hillsboro.........A......... 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17...Miami Trace....H.... 3:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Col. Square....A.............TBA
Wed., Dec. 23....Jackson..........A.......... 1 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 28....McClain..........A.......... 1 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....Chillicothe......H....4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9.........LeElla..........................9 a.m.
Lanes Baker Bash
Thurs., Jan. 14...Hillsboro.........H......... 4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21...Miami Trace....H.... 3:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 28..Jackson..........H......... 4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 30......@Wayne....................11 a.m.
Webb Col. Bowl
Home matches are held at LeElla Lanes

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

2020-21 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Landon Miller, Julien Hunt, Allen Penwell, Dakota
Oyer, Drew Ferguson, Garrett Coy; (back, l-r); head coach Buckie Caulley, Austin Coy, Michael Yoho, Logan Miller,
Tommy Smalley, Jordan Pottle, Noah McMurray, and Owen Mullins. Not pictured: Brock Carter and Daniel Roberts.

By Martin Graham
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Washington High School
boys bowling is looking
to enjoy the season head
coach Buckie Caulley said
recently.
“Things are going very
well after our first two
weeks of practice for
the 2020/2021 season,”
Caulley said in an email
response. “We’ve made
many adjustments to make
sure we keep our studentathletes safe during this
time with the COVID-19
pandemic.”
When asked what
particular precautions have
been made Caulley said
they temperature check
prior — and each bowler
answers questions before
being able — to practice.
“These are challenging
times and we are making
adjustments every day to
make sure the studentathletes stay safe,” Caulley
said. “We are in hopes
that we will have our
2020/2021 season, but we
also understand health and
safety comes first.”

Caulley was then asked
about his stand-out players
for this season. He said that
the 2019/2020 team captain
senior Owen Mullins is
leading the way in practice
average at this time with
senior Garret Coy in a close
second.
When looking at the
rest of his starting roster
he said that sophomore
Jordan Pottle would take
third sport and the last two
would be filled by senior
Brock Carter and junior
Drew Ferguson.
“But senior Dakota Oyer
is sitting less then a couple
pins away from going into
the fourth or fifth position,”
Caulley said. “We have
one more week of practice
to set our first six varsity
positions. It’s going to be
fun to watch the top six
bowlers challenge each
other over the next week to
see how our first match line
up will pan out.”
The 2020/2021 seniors
include Mullins, Coy,
Carter, Oyer and Daniel
Roberts. Caulley wished
each of these seniors
the best in their future

endeavours said he has
really enjoyed coaching
them for the past two years.
“We have 15 bowlers
this year,” Caulley
said. “Five seniors, two
juniors (Ferguson and
Noah McMurray), three
sophomores Pottle and
(Christian Scott) and
five freshman (Michael
Yoho, Austin Coy, Tommy
Smalley, and Logan and
Landon Miller). All
freshman, sophomore and
juniors are our future. I
really enjoy watching them
getting better and better at
each and every practice.”
The competition was
tough according to Caulley
last year in the Frontier
Athletic Conference (FAC).
The team finished with four
wins and six losses in the
FAC and an overall record
for the season of eight wins
and eight losses.
“Honestly our goal
this year is to stay safe
and enjoy our the time
together,” Caulley said.
“All six varsity members
this year bowled on
varsity either all or some
of the season last year.

Our experience and team
camaraderie will lead the
Blue Lions bowling team to
the next level this year.”
Finally, Caulley was asked
in general how he has been
leading up to this year, as
well as his tenure as head
coach for the team.
“This is my second year
as being the bowling coach
for the Blue Lions boys
bowling team,” Caulley
said. “The coaching of these
student-athletes really made
me focus on my bowling
game this past season. I
finished with the highest
average I’ve ever had in a
season. Averaging of 232 on
my Friday night league and
a 224 on my Sunday league.
I was recently named the
LeElla Lanes Bowler of
the Year for the 2019/2020
season. This has given me
more confidence in what I
teach these young men.”
The information in this
article was provided by
Washington High School
boys bowling head coach
Buckie Caulley.
Reach Martin Graham on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy.

MT Boys Bowling expecting tough season
By Martin Graham

MIAMI TRACE
BOWLING

mgraham@recordherald.com

The Miami Trace boys
bowling team is looking to
score another win in the
Frontier Athletic Conference
this year with a relatively
less experienced roster. The
Panthers are the defending
champions in the FAC.
According to Miami Trace
boys bowling head coach
Ron Amore Sr., the team is
looking at another tough
year of competition.
“I have one senior and I
have nine freshman,” Amore
told the Record-Herald. “I
have a lot of new kids, but its
going to be a little tougher
this year because we can
only take six athletes to a
competition. We are going
to have to see how it works
out.”

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Jonah
Goddard, Kaden Noble, Jace Parrish, Ethan Bower, Matthew Honicker, Tristen
Fraysier; (back, l-r); Chris Evans, Eli Miller, Jayden Brown, Brendan Major,
Connor Collins, Jake Manbevers, Bryce Stuckey, Noah Lane and head coach
Ron Amore Sr. Not pictured: Robbie Bennett.

The senior is Ethan Barga.
Amore said that his top
two bowlers for this season
will probably be sophomore
Connor Collins and freshman
Jake Manbevers. He said

that he recently pulled them
aside to tell them this, but
also encouraged the boys to
remain competitive as their
spot could be taken by some
of the other boys who are

Wed., Nov. 25....McClain..........H......... 4 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 28......Centerville......A........10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 1.......Chillicothe......A....4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10..Hillsboro.........A......... 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17...Washington....H.... 3:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Pioneer...........A...........Noon
Baker Bash
Wed., Dec. 23....Jackson..........A.......... 1 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 28....McClain..........A.......... 1 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....Chillicothe......H....4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9.........LeElla..............H..........9 a.m.
Baker Bash
Thurs., Jan. 14...Hillsboro.........H......... 4 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 18.....Muskingum....A...........Noon
Thurs., Jan. 21...Washington....H.... 3:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 25.....Jackson..........H....4:30 p.m.

working hard.
“Competition is healthy
and I expect a lot of healthy
competition this year
between the guys,” Amore
said. “I told them that even
though they are looking to be
my top two, that they need
to keep an eye on each other
See EXPECTING | 21
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We are a global leader dedicated to prolong
the life of heat exchangers by producing
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Blue Lion swim team looking strong
By Jennifer Woods

WASHINGTON
SWIMMING
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The Washington High
School swim team has been
training hard and is looking
strong, according to Coach
Katie Kasberg.
Kasberg has been the Washington swim team coach since
the 2014-2015 season and has
been coaching swim in some
form for 20 years through
schools and the YMCA. Not
only does she coach, Kasberg
teaches visual arts at East Clinton High School.
“One thing that can be said
about this year in general is
that no one really knows what
to expect from one day to the
next. I’ve let my swimmers
know that we just need to be
grateful for every day that we
get to be in the water. This season likely won’t look like any
other season we’ve had, and
we’re going to have to be prepared to roll with the punches
if changes happen. We’ve been
following and will continue to
follow all of the guidance sent
to us from the local school districts and the Health Department. Safety is our top priority,” wrote Kasberg.
While expectations for the
year are not known, there is
a large number of returning
swimmers and even a few new
faces for the team this year.
Returning seniors will provide strong leadership this
season. Those seniors include
Julie Bailey, Garren Walker,
Preston Hines and Ty Rose.
All four seniors have been
swimming for many years.
Bailey has been swimming
with the YMCA since she was
7 years old.
“She’s my daughter, and I’m
sure it is rough sometimes
having your mom as a coach,”
wrote Kasberg. “She’s always
the first to show up and the
last to leave, because I’m her
ride. She never gets away with

Tues., Dec. 1.......Chillicothe......A......... 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 8......McClain..........H..........5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 15.....Chillicothe......H..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....McClain..........A..........5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 12.....Hillsboro.........H..........5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 19.....Hillsboro.........H..........5 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 3.......FAC.................TBA........TBA
Sat., Feb. 13.......Sectional........TBA........TBA

Courtesy photo

2020-21 WASHINGTON BLUE LION SWIM TEAM — (front, l-r); Ryan Elrich, Ty
Rose, Ben Harper; (second row, l-r); Jordan McCane, Haley Brenner, Audrey
Lotz, Julie Bailey; (third row, l-r); Addy Newsome, Madison Picklesimer,
Garren Walker, Chloe Lovett; (back, l-r); Preston Hines, Trinity Smith, Natalie
Truex, Blake Walker and Allison Clay.

slacking. She’s a hard worker, a
team player, and all of the time
she has put in has really paid
off for her.”
Walker is going to be strong
in the freestyle events this
year, according to Kasberg.
“She’s always been willing to
swim any distance of freestyle
from sprints to the 500 yard
event when we need her to.
She works hard in practice and
cheers hard at meets. I look
forward to seeing her drop
time in the sprint and middistance freestyle events this
year,” wrote Kasberg.
Rose is in his third year on
the team.
“He has a positive attitude
and has been resolutely working towards taking down the
50 yard freestyle record, and
I think his 100 freestyle holds
some promise as well. He also
plans to swim in college next
year,” wrote Kasberg.
Hines came out for swim
his freshman year. Kasberg
explained that Hines didn’t
know how to swim but wanted
to learn. By the end of his
freshman year he finished 16th
at Sectionals in the 100 yard
breaststroke.
“He has one of the toughest
work ethics I’ve seen,” wrote
Kasberg. “Sometimes he gets
frustrated, but he keeps push-

ing until he makes a breakthrough. He swims the breaststroke, butterfly and the 200
IM (individual medley) — all
tough and technical races.”
New faces on the team this
year includes Allison Clay, Natalie Truex and Trinity Smith.
Kasberg explained three new
members is fewer than the
team usually has, but that she
is impressed with them and
how quickly they are learning.
According to Kasberg, individual team members have the
following goals:
- Rose is working on breaking the 50 freestyle record for
the boys team. He ended last
season 0.2 seconds away from
the record.
- Bailey already has her
name on the record board for
four individual events and in
a relay. Kasberg explained she
thinks Bailey would like to reset some of those records “for
sure.”
- Sophomore Audrey Lotz
holds the 100 backstroke
record and has been edging
closer to the 500 yard freestyle
record with each swim. Kasberg wrote, “I know that’s a
goal for her this year. The girls
200 and 400 freestyle relays
look strong this year, with all
swimmers returning from last
year, so those would be swims

to watch for breaking some
records, too.”
The team goal this year,
according to Kasberg, is
focused on the District meet.
“We’d love to take some
more swimmers to the District meet this year assuming
the season goes as it did last
year, and we are able to swim
those championship meets,”
she wrote. “I think it’s going
to be interesting to see what
the turnout looks like for our
competition this year. We
definitely have significantly
fewer athletes who came out
this year as compared to last
year. We’re also working with
reduced practice times. It’s
going to be interesting to see
how all of these things affect
all of the teams in the league
this year.”
Although the Washington
swim team will still practice
with the Miami Trace swim
team, as they have for years,
the way in which practices are
done have been switched up
this year.
“We’ve split each team into
two pods and half of the swimmers swim during one hour,
while the other half swims
during the second hour. We’re
hoping this will leave us with
partial teams to compete even
if one pod has to quarantine,”
explained Kasberg. “These
two teams really function as
one unit. I’m sure that splitting
pods will have some affect, but
it has run smoothly so far.”
Alternative methods are
available for the community to
See SWIM | 21

It’s a rebuilding year for MT swimming
By Jennifer Woods

MIAMI TRACE
SWIMMING

jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

Thurs., Dec. 3....Chillicothe......A..........5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 8......McClain..........H..........5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 15.....Chillicothe......H..........5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 22....Hillsboro.........A......... 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....McClain..........A..........5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 12.....Hillsboro.........H..........5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 19.....Hillsboro.........H..........5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 27.....FAC @ McClain.......... 4 p.m.

Courtesy photo

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE HIGH SCHOOL SWIM TEAM — (front, l-r); Debbie
Abare, Kaiden Howard, Christian Rossiter, Max Trimble, Alexa Streitenberger;
(back, l-r); Caleb Bowers, Abby Brandt, Courtney Arnold and Brianna
Thompson. Not Pictured: Emily Moser, Kaley Moser, Neo Lehr, Mia Dickson
and Keely McBride.

teams at meets, according to
Kasberg.
McBride is returning from
last year’s District qualifying
relay with her eyes set on the
100 backstroke record.
“Sophomore Christian Rossiter is looking good to take
down both the 200 and 500
yard freestyle records this
year,” wrote Kasberg. “We
have a strong crew of juniors
and sophomores that are
working to step up this year
and fill the shoes left behind
by the graduating class.”
Along with strong returning swimmers are six new
faces to the team: Neo Lehr,
Caleb Bowers, Alexa Streitenberger, Kaley Moser, Kaiden Howard and Mia Dickson.
“What a year to come out
for something new, right?
This year we have fewer new
faces than what we usually
see,” explained Kasberg.
“They are working hard and
learning quickly. Swimming
is much more difficult to get
started in than most people
realize. There is a lot of technique involved in swimming
each stroke efficiently, and
there are muscles to build for
swimming that don’t get used
as much in land activities.”
Although the team goal is
to take more swimmers to
the District meet this year
as long as the season goes

as well as it did last year,
Kasberg explained she is
looking forward to rebuilding
the lineup and watching new
stars emerge this season.
Not only is there a team
goal but there are a few individual goals so far. Those
goals includes the following,
according to Kasberg:
- McBride is chasing down
the 100 backstroke and 100
freestyle records.
- Freshman Brianna
Thompson is coming to the
Miami Trace team from the
YMCA swim program and
hopes to capture a few new
records this year — starting
with the 100 yard breaststroke and butterfly records.
- Rossiter is looking good
to capture some distance
and mid-distance freestyle
records.

For the last several years,
the Miami Trace High School
swim team and the Washington Court House swim
team have practiced together.
According to Kasberg, each
school has worked out a
schedule with the YMCA to
use the pool and together
that gives the teams a 2-hour
block of time to work with.
“We used to just combine
both teams and run one long
practice daily. The benefit
of this was more time in the
water for everyone, and a
strong bond between the
two teams. We are really
more like one big family than
rival teams. This year, due
to distancing guidelines, we
have to reduce the number
of athletes in the pool at the
same time, and with the
approval of the schools and
health department, have split
groups into two pods. This
means less practice time
for each athlete, and less
time together, but allows for
See REBUILDING | 19
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The 2020-21 season will
be a rebuilding one for the
Miami Trace High School
swim team, according to
Coach Katie Kasberg.
Kasberg has only been
coaching the Miami Trace
swim team since their
2018-2019 season, but she
has been coaching swim in
some form for 20 years both
through schools and the
YMCA.
“I enjoy helping swimmers
develop skills and strength,
and positive character traits
like persistence, integrity and
sportsmanship,” explained
Kasberg via email. “As a
coach I work to develop
well-rounded swimmers who
can confidently compete in
any event regardless of their
specialty. I work as an art
teacher during the day, and
during the swim season I
spend most of my evenings at
the pool where I coach swimmers on the Y team and high
school teams, ranging in ages
from 4-18 years old.”
The season this year will
be one of rebuilding as the
Miami Trace swim team lost
eight seniors to graduation
last year.
“We do have a number of
returning swimmers as well
as a few new faces,” wrote
Kasberg. “We have been
training since October 30,
and they are working hard to
get ready for competitions.”
Strong returning swimmers to the team this year
includes lone senior Debbie Abare and junior Keely
McBride.
Abare is in her second year
on the team. Her brother,
Isaac, graduated last year
and now swims for Wilmington College. Abare swims
freestyle and backstroke and
is a great asset to the A relay

Reid reaches coaching milestone
By Chris Hoppes

WASHINGTON
VARSITY WRESTLING
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It’s a milestone season this
year for Washington Blue Lion
wrestling coach Louis Reid.
The 2020-21 school year
marks Reid’s 20th year as head
coach of the Blue Lion wrestling program.
What do you get someone
for their 20th anniversary? Traditionally, it’s china.
But, for Reid, an FAC title
would do, and/or a couple of
State-placers.
“It does not seem like 20
years,” Reid said. “It seems like
yesterday. It doesn’t seem like
20 years since I’ve been here,
honestly.”
Reid said that the team had
between 25 and 30 kids in the
high school program.
“We’ll have enough for a
varsity team and we’re almost
filling our j-v team,” Reid said.
“By the end of the year (last
year) we filled every weight
class.”
Seniors last year were Chase
Sluder, Collier Brown and
Kalub Wilkerson.
Wilkerson was a District
qualifier last season and was
FAC champion at 160 pounds.
Sluder was a District qualifier last year and Brown won
the FAC at 220 pounds and
qualified to the District tournament.
Washington has four seniors
this year, including District
placer Dylan Moore, who was
runner-up in the FAC at 182
pounds.
Jared Kuhn was a District
qualifier last year and placed
third in the FAC at 170.
Tyris Virts is a senior who
wrestled as a junior-varsity performer last year.
“Tryis won close to 20
matches last year,” Reid said.
“He placed in one varsity tournament.”
Another senior is Chris
Nichols (heavyweight). “As a

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2020-21 WASHINGTON BLUE LION WRESTLING UPPER CLASSMEN – (l-r);
Zyon Wilson, Tyris Virts, Branton Dawes, Mason Mustain, Maycee Whitt,
Jenna Kuhn, Jarad Kuhn and Chris Nichols.

junior-varsity wrestler last year,
he placed in a varsity tournament.”
Branton Dawes (a junior this
year) was a State-alternate last
year, placing fifth at the District tournament.
“He made it to State as a
freshman and last year was
a State-alternate,” Reid said.
“He’s hoping to get back to the
State tournament and place
this year. He was in a very difficult weight class. He lost to
two returning State-placers.
He made it all the way to the
semifinals, then lost twice in a
row in the semifinals and consolation semifinals and then
won his fifth-place match to be
a State-alternate.
“He wrestled at 120 pounds
last year and he’ll be at 120
pounds this year,” Reid said.
“He’ll be closing in on 100
wins this year.”
Another top returner in
the junior class, in addition
to Dawes, is Bryce Warner, a
returning two-time District
qualifier. Last year, Warner
wrestled at 113 pounds. He
will go at 138 this year, Reid
said.
In the sophomore class, Ian
Roush and Conner Day are
returning District qualifiers.
Trevor Crocker placed in a

few varsity tournaments last
year, Reid said.
Zaign Fettig saw a lot of varsity time last year, Reid said.
Cody Brown is a sophomore
and returning District qualifier.
In the freshman class, at 106
pounds, will be Xavier Johns
and Colin McVey.
“We have some depth there
with the little guys,” Reid said.
“Austin Cottrill was a junior
high State qualifier last year,
as was Charles Souther and
Brady Roher in the upper
weights.
“We’re young, but we have
a lot of guys with wrestling
experience,” Reid said. “We’ve
got some high goals set for
ourselves. We’re hoping by the
end of the year to reach those
goals.
“Some of our goals include
filling all 14 weight classes,”
Reid said. “It makes it easier to
compete with teams when you
have a full roster.
“Another of our goals is to
win a league title,” Reid said.
“We haven’t won a league title
since 2012, so, it’s been a long
time.
“We want to win a Sectional
title,” Reid said. “We want to
place in the top five at the Districts. We’d like to get at least
two of our guys to State and

Sat., Dec. 5........Cambridge.....A..........9 a.m.
Invit.
Tues., Dec. 8......Wilmington....A......... 6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10..Hillsboro.........A......... 6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17...Jackson..........H......... 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Sheridan.........A.... 9:30 a.m.
Invit
Thurs., Jan. 7.....McClain..........A......... 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9.........Nelsonville......A.... 9:30 a.m.
York Invit
Thurs., Jan. 14...Chillicothe......H......... 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21...Miami Trace....A......... 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23.......Bracket-.........H.... 9:30 a.m.
style
Wed., Jan. 27.....Clinton-..........A......... 6 p.m.
Massie
Sat., Jan. 30......Canal..............H.........11 a.m.
Winchester
Sat., Feb. 6.........State Dual............ 9:30 a.m.
Regionals @ MTHS
Sat., Feb. 20......FAC@ McClain...... 9:30 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 27.......Sectional........H..........9 a.m.

have at least one State placer.
“They are still having the
State duals,” Reid said. “The
coaches association is putting
it on. It was based on how
your underclassmen scored.
We’re one of four teams in our
district who get to wrestle at
the State duals. The OHSAA
(Ohio High School Athletic
Association) is not hosting it.
They’re going back to the old
way, where the coaches association hosts it and they have
a formula that’s pretty fair. We
were actually seventh in the
state back in 2011 with Riley
Shaw and that group.”
What about the Frontier
Athletic Conference?
“Miami Trace, of course, is
the team to beat,” Reid said.
“Every wrestling league title
always goes through them.
There are not many teams
that have won a wrestling title,
even going back to the SCOL.
Trace has one every one except
we won one and Clinton-Massie won one. In the FAC, Trace
has won every one.”
Miami Trace won the conference tournament (with 198.5
points), securing the outright
title after going 5-0 in FAC
duals.
Jackson was second with
See REID |18

Panthers set to defend FAC title, and more
By Chris Hoppes

MIAMI TRACE
VARSITY WRESTLING

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Sat., Dec. 5........Cambridge.....A..........9 a.m.
Invit.
Thurs., Dec. 10..Chillicothe......H......... 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 11........Hamilton........A......... 4 p.m.
Twp.
Thurs., Dec. 17...Hillsboro.........A......... 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Home Quad..............10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....Jackson..........H......... 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 9.........Logan Elm......A........10 a.m.
Invit.
Thurs., Jan. 14...McClain..........A......... 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 16.......Home Quad..............10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 21...Washington....H......... 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 23.......McDonald’s....H........10 a.m.
Invit.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

The Miami Trace 2020-21 wrestling team was not available for a team picture
on this year’s picture day. Above is the team at Washington High School
after winning the Frontier Athletic Conference tournament on Saturday, Feb.
22, 2020.

throughout Ohio and the
United States.
In the week prior to the
State tournament, Ohio
Governor Mike DeWine
called a halt to sports, leav-

ing the two Panthers and
670 other State qualifiers
with broken dreams of what
might have been.
Fast forward from midMarch of 2020 to mid-

November and the COVID
is raging must faster
through every county in
Ohio and every state in
America.
Nevertheless, the winter
sports season is upon us
and the Panthers are one of
over 340 wrestling
See DEFEND | 23
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Best
wishes for
a safe and
successful
season,
Blue Lions!
Fight with
PRIDE!
OH-70212523

The Miami Trace Panthers had another strong
wrestling campaign in 201920.
The Panthers won the
Frontier Athletic Conference (again).
Miami Trace also won
the Sectional championship, scoring 221 points
and having four Sectional
champions and 12 District
qualifiers.
From that dozen emerged
two wrestlers who qualified
to the State tournament.
Then sophomore Westin Melvin placed second
at 113 pounds and senior
Storm Duffy finished fourth
at 138 pounds.
This is when COVID-19
was beginning to spread

Washington Blue Lion
Senior Cheerleaders

Miami Trace Varsity
Cheerleaders

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2020-21 WASHINGTON BLUE LION SENIOR CHEERLEADERS — (l-r); Rachel
Palmer, Megan Gruber, Destanie Leach, Madison Gilmore, Morgan Reeves, and
Lexi Stiffler.

Hopes
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From page 6

tournament at GlenOak High
School near Canton.
Washington will have nonleague games against Unioto,
Westfall, Adena, Wilmington,
Fairfield, Circleville, Olentangy, Peebles, Zane Trace,
Logan Elm and Logan. Olentangy and Logan are Division
I in basketball.
Mychal Turner is back for
his fourth season as assistant
coach for Washington.
“Mychal is really dedicated
to giving back to the community and our kids,” Bihl said.
Former assistant coach,
Corey Dye, took the head
football coaching job at Paint
Valley High School.
“Ryan Day will be our j-v
coach this season,” Bihl said.
“He does a lot for our district,
as well. He is a former head
coach of this program. He
coached the boys team last
year. He also coaches the
cross country team.
“We’re excited to have him
on our staff,” Bihl said. “My
dad, Greg Leach, will coach
the eighth grade team and my

brother, Seth Leach, will
coach the seventh grade.”
Bihl knows that nothing
can be taken for granted in
this time of COVID sweeping Ohio and America
(as well as the rest of the
world).
“We feel very fortunate
to have a season in any
aspect,” Bihl said. “Whether that is 22 games or 10
games. I have a really great
group of girls who want to
be out there, they want to
be together. They want to
play. They have great attitudes. They are just really
good kids. Just having the
opportunity to play would
be a highlight for us.
“I think a lot of schools
will count us out, with having such strong guards and
leadership graduate and
kids move,” Bihl said. “We
still have a core group of
girls who are talented and
love to compete.
“I think we will be able to
surprise a lot of teams this
year,” Bihl said. “And we’ll
definitely be competitive.”

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY BASKETBALL CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r);
Alexia Cusic, Alexis Gardner; (back, l-r); Sarah Duron and Megan Manns. Not
pictured: Saylor Moore, Hannah Campbell, Madison Johnson and Lexi Hagler.

Reid
From page 16

145 points and Washington
was third with 144 points.
McClain was fourth with
73.5 points, followed by Chillicothe with 40.5 points and
Hillsboro with 24 points.
“Our goal is to win a
conference title,” Reid said.
“Jackson has improved a lot.
Their numbers are up.”
“Hillsboro’s numbers are
up,” Reid said. “Shane Paul
did a great job at McClain.
He stepped down as their
coach. Rich Bivens is the new
coach there.
“I’m not really sure what
Chillicothe has,” Reid said.
“We switched our schedule
up a lot,” Reid said. “We
have a lot of dual meets. We
weren’t sure what the COVID
guidelines would be, so we
decided to wrestle some

stronger teams. We picked up
more dual meets and a lot of
the tournaments we’re going
to, they’ve cut down on the
number of teams, but the quality is really up.
“We picked up the Cambridge tournament, which is
tough,” Reid said. “We’re going
to Sheridan, which is tough.
We’re also going to St. Clairsville and Nelsonville-York.
“We’ve also got some good
duals with Wilmington, Miami
Trace and Jackson,” Reid
said. “I look for Hillsboro to
be much improved. We’ll see
Athens. We’ll wrestle New Lexington and we’ll wrestle Beaver
Local in the State duals.”
Assisting Reid with coaching duties this year are: Marlin
Ellis, Tyler Beedy, Todd Mustain, Roger Wilson, Chris Conger and Brandon Souther.
Craig Snyder will coach the
junior high along with Todd
Keaton.

From page 4

are honor students, straight
A kids. They’ve been working hard and I wanted them
to stay together and play
together.
“Being around these guys
has really made me excited
to coach again,” Bartruff
said. “Being able to challenge
these kids, hopefully it will
help them grow up as young
men. I truly feel that basketball is a great tool. It teaches
you a lot about yourself, a lot
about your ability to respond
to adversity and success. It
teaches you how to be a good

Fayette
From page 8

“Miami Trace might be
1-A,” Bartruff said. “Then
it’s probably Hillsboro and
Jackson as 1-B. McClain
and Chillicothe are probably
right in there, too. With
Chillicothe as the defending
champion, someone has to
beat them.
“We’re not talking about
wins and losses,” Bartruff
said. “I feel that if you do
the little things right, if you
show up and work hard, if
you are a good teammate,
then all the rest of that stuff
takes care of itself. I always
try to get the kids to focus
on what we can control.
The biggest thing is, trying
to set a good foundation.”

high school girls come out
to play this year, so I am
very pleased with the number that have turned out
to play,” said Garren. “My
biggest expectation is to
see the girls grow in their
character and attitude.
Our theme this year is to
“approve those things that
are excellent. (Philippians
1:10)”
As for expectations for
the season, Garren said,
“With COVID-19, we have
no idea how many games
we will be able to play, but
our goal is to win them all.”
Garren said he still
enjoys coaching the girls
very much.
“My biggest reason I
enjoy coaching is that it
gives me the opportunity
to influence the girls in a
positive way,” Garren wrote
in an email. “I want them
to be excellent in all they
do, and to be excellent in
anything in life you must
BE READY.
B in your Behavior
E in your Effort
R in your Relationships
E in your Education
A in your Attitude
D in your Discipline
Y in your Yieldedness.”

Gymnastics
From page 9

Though these rules
make some aspects a bit
more tricky, Holloway
is ready for the season
and is expecting the girls
to do well this year and
potentially get through the
District competition later
in the season.
The information in this
article was provided by
Susan Holloway, business
owner of Trics Gymnastics
Academy and head coach
of the gymnastics team.
Reach Martin Graham on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy.

Rebuilding
From page 15

more space, and hopefully
reduces the risk of having
to quarantine an entire
team at any point,” wrote
Kasberg.
Not only are the practices
affected but so is spectatorship.
“We also won’t be able to
have any spectators on deck
during our meets, again due
to the distancing requirements and the amount of
space at the facility. On the
plus side, this means we’re
going to put our meets up
on Facebook Live so even
people who wouldn’t normally be able to come out
to watch the meet will be
able to see it from the comfort of their own homes,”
wrote Kasberg.
For both the Washington
team members and the
Miami Trace team members, Kasberg explained,
“I’d like to encourage the
community to watch our
meets online this season.
Give our swimmers a shoutout when you see them.
Like our Facebook page.
These athletes are working
hard as ever for the love of
the sport. It’d be nice for
them to hear that people
are watching from a distance, even if they can’t be
there in person.”

Good Luck to all Teams

Court Street
Animal Hospital

414 E. Court Street,
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160
Robert G. Vanzant, D.V.M.

740-335-8555
new patients welcome
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Makenna Granger, a junior
guard, who will be instrumental in leading the team
with her offense and leadership.”
On defense, Garren said
the team is looking to Letisha Knepp (a sophomore forward) and Katelynn Crichton
(a junior forward) “to be a
force to be reckoned with.”
The varsity girls team
roster includes: senior
guard Emily Barker, junior
guard Makenna Granger,
sophomore forward Letisha
Knepp, senior forward Cherokee Lofino, senior forward
Lilly Russi, senior forward
Stephanie Stollings, and
sophomore guard Ryliegh
Tooill.
The junior high team roster includes: seventh grader
Scarlett Cockrill, seventh
grader Jenna Derose, seventh grader Luisa Epifano,
seventh grader Gabby Gibbs,
seventh grader Keziah
Knepp, eighth grader Emily
Stollings, and seventh grader
Macy Willis.
“We have had most of our

teammate. It takes you outside of yourself and helps you
to quit being an individual
and give more and care about
other people more.”
Having not been involved
in coaching the last two seasons, Bartruff is going into
the season not knowing a lot
about the teams in the Frontier Athletic Conference, or
the non-league teams on the
schedule.
“I think the entire league
is going to be really competitive,” Bartruff said. “Chillicothe is the biggest school
in the league and they’re
going to have athletes. Coach
(Eric) Huffer does a great
job.
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Bartruff

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS FRESHMAN BASKETBALL TEAM — (front,
l-r); Lyndon Phillips, Ben Matthews, Bryson Osborne, Colton Lindsey; (back,
l-r); coach Carlos Roberts, Pierce McCarty, Brady Armstrong and Nick
Farrens.
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seventh grade boys coach.
“Logan Rodgers was our
leading scorer last season,”
Pittser said. “He certainly
should be our go-to guy
coming in. He plays on
the perimeter and gets a
lot of buckets around the
basket. He’ll be a big key
for us this year. There are
several colleges recruiting
him. He’s going to sign with
somebody. What level he’s
going to play at, I don’t
know.
“Cameron Moore is
a returning two-guard
(shooting guard),” Pittser
said. “He’s shooting the ball
really well this fall.
“Dylan Bernard is another
three-year player, as well
as Cameron,” Pittser said.
“Dylan has been shooting
the ball well this fall. We’re
hoping he can take another
step. That makes us really
difficult to guard if you have
another 6-5 or 6-6 kid who
can step out and make shots
on the perimeter.
“Hayden Hunter will be
our point guard for the most

part,” Pittser said.
“Andrew Guthrie was
a real go-to guy late in
the season last year as a
freshman,” Pittser said.
“Hopefully Braden
Osborne can contribute and
stay healthy, as well,” Pittser
said.
“Keegan Terry is kind of
our emotional and verbal
leader,” Pittser said. “He’s
our best ball defender.
“Isaiah Reisinger has
gotten a lot stronger,”
Pittser said. “He’s been real
diligent in the weight room.
He’s got some offensive skill.
He can really shoot the ball.
“Ethan Steele will come
off the bench,” Pittser
said. “He’ll challenge for a
starting spot. He’s another
two-year player who will
play inside and outside.
“Bo Little will be an
energy guy,” Pittser said.
“Anytime we need to
extend, defensively.
“Cyrus Keplinger will play
some guard minutes off the
bench,” Pittser said.
Pittser reflected on the
2019-20 team and season.
“We were competitive
most nights,” Pittser said.
“There were very few nights

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE BASKETBALL SENIORS — (front, l-r); Cameron Moore,
Cyrus Keplinger, Keegan Terry, Bo Little; (back, l-r); Ethan Steele, Logan
Rodgers, Dylan Bernard and Braden Osborne.

where we got beat up real
bad. The Chillicothe games
were a little lop-sided and
so were the Jackson games.
Those were top-heavy. Most
of the rest of the games
we played, non-league and
in the league, we were
competitive.
“We lost some close
games, so, we probably
could have won a couple
more than we did,” Pittser
said. “That team, coming
back from the year before
when we only had three
wins, to go plus-nine; a lot
of our kids played on the
(3-20) team. To win 12
games last year, that was a
really big jump for us.”
One of the annual
highlights of the season is
when Miami Trace hosts
the varsity boys McDonald’s
Holiday Tournament,
featuring Greeneview,
London and Madison Plains.
Last year, London beat
Miami Trace in the finals.
“Being able to host your
own tournament is always a
big deal,” Pittser said. “We
hope to compete for that
championship. It’s a big deal
on our schedule, for sure.
“We have a couple of
changes on our non-league
schedule,” Pittser said. “We

MIAMI TRACE
7TH & 8TH GRADE
BOYS BASKETBALL
Mon., Nov. 30....Jackson..........A..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 3....Chillicothe......A..........5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 7.......Greenfield......H..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10..Hillsboro.........H..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17...Waynesville....A..........5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Washington....A..........9 a.m.
7th grade
Sat., Dec. 19......Washington....A... 10:15 a.m.
8th grade
Tues., Jan. 5.......Wilmington....H....4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....Jackson..........H..........5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 11......Chillicothe......H..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 14...Greenfield......A..........5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 18.....Hillsboro.........A..........5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 20.....Washington....A..........5 p.m.

added Waynesville and we
go to (Dayton) Stivers.
“Lynchburg-Clay and
Vinton County dropped us,”
Pittser said.
“We still play Unioto,
we still play Logan Elm,”
Pittser said. “We added
Zane Trace, we’re going to
play Peebles and Circleville.”
Miami Trace also plays
Waverly, Clinton-Massie
and Wilmington in nonconference games.
“Chillicothe graduated
their entire starting five,
I believe,” Pittser said,
turning his attention to the
FAC. “One of their other
kids transferred to Zane
Trace, I believe. They lost
a ton, but, they’ll always
See PANTHERS | 21
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and try to bring the other up.
After those two, sophomore
Brendan Majors and junior
Jayden Brown would be the
next two I am looking at.
Those four would make up
the main team, but there is
still tons of room there to
move the boys and see who
is working hard this season.”
A less experienced team
overall is not the only obstacle this year, but COVID-19
also continues to be in the
way for most sports teams
around the community. In an
effort to reduce the spread

Panthers
From page 20

be able to reload. I’m sure
coach (Eric) Huffer will be
able to pull that off.
“Jackson lost that really
good point guard they had
last year,” Pittser said.
“I think he went to Rio
Grande. That’ll hurt them a
little, but, they have a lot of
kids back.
“They will be similar to
what they were last year,”
Pittser said of the McClain
Tigers. “You have to earn it
when you play them. They’ll
be very structured in the
half-court and play games

the students have already
been asked to wear masks,
but are able to pull them
down on their approach
while bowling. Additionally,
fans will be limited considerably down to only 15 percent
of the usual capacity with
some bowling alleys being
too small to have any fans
at all.
“I am hoping it all goes
smoothly,” Amore said.
“With things going on and
the team being reduced to
only being able to take six to
competitions, I told the boys
to let me know as soon as
they can if they are going to
be absent from a game so I
can make sure we have someone there to play. Whether

they are sick or have an
arrangement otherwise, we
want to make sure they are
all okay and who is available to compete.”
Finally, Amore said he
was glad to be back to
bowling with the guys
again as he enjoys it quite
a lot. He said that it is a lot
of work and over the past
almost eight years since
the bowling team was created he has become fond of
coaching.
The information in this
article was provided by Ron
Amore Sr. Miami Trace
boys bowling head coach.

in the high 40s and low 50s.
They’ll be well-coached and
very competitive, as always.
“And so will Court
House,” Pittser said. “With
Shannon (Bartruff) coming
back, that will give their
program a boost. He’s super
organized and coaches kids
up.
“Hillsboro will probably
make the biggest jump,”
Pittser said. “This is the
second year for their coach.
They got significantly
better in the second half of
last season, once he had a
chance to implement his
system. I think they’ll have a
chance to challenge toward
the top of the conference.”

What about this season?
“We have a ton of kids
back that have played a
lot of varsity basketball,”
Pittser said. “We have three
kids that are three-year
players and a couple who
are two-year players coming
back. We have a lot of size.
Offensively, that makes us
tough to guard.
“Defensively, we have
to figure that end out a
little bit,” Pittser said. “We
expect to challenge at the
top. I don’t want to label
us or anyone the favorite,
but, we have enough kids
back that we ought to be
able to compete for the
championship this year.

Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.
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watch the meets this year.
For both the Washington
team members and the
Miami Trace team members,
Kasberg explained, “I’d like
to encourage the community
to watch our meets online
this season. Give our swimmers a shout-out when you
see them. Like our Facebook
page. These athletes are
working hard as ever for the
love of the sport. It’d be nice
for them to hear that people
are watching from a distance,
even if they can’t be there in
person.”

Anything else and I think
our kids are going to be
disappointed and so will our
staff.
“I’m not saying that to
add any pressure,” Pittser
said. “We tell all our teams
we want to be at the top
of the conference. There’s
definitely some momentum
built with this group. We
have some nice players
returning, so, we certainly
plan to challenge for the top.
“There is a lot to be
determined, especially
with the COVID situation,”
Pittser said. “You don’t
know how the season is
going to play out for any of
us.”

AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
• Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities
• Concern for Preventive Medicine
• Dental Care
• Nursing Care
• Proper Anesthetic Procedures
• Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities

MEMBER HOSPITAL

AAHA
AMERICAN
ANIMAL
HOSPITAL
ASSOCIATION

Best Wishes to area
athletes for a great season!
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FAYETTE
VETERINARY
HOSPITAL

Reach Martin Graham on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy.

Swim
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Expecting

FAC

MIAMI TRACE
7TH & 8TH GRADE
GIRLS BASKETBALL
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and strong. She probably has
the best hands of any post player I’ve ever coached. She handles the ball very well for her
size and the position she plays.
She sees the floor well and is
always team-first. She shoots a
high percentage from the floor.
She’s the biggest supporter of
all of her teammates. We look
for her to be able to give some
teams some problems down on
the box for us this year.”
As for the juniors…
“Libby Aleshire is extremely
physical,” Ackley said. “She’s
very smart and is a very motivated young lady. She started
most of the season last year.
She’s one of those kids that you
can’t tell how valuable she is
to us by reading the stat sheet.
She does so many things. She’ll
guard the other team’s best
post player; she can score, she’s
worked on her outside shot.
She’s had a good off season.
She’s coming off a great golf season and she’s full of confidence.
“Emma Pitstick has probably,
from the end of last season
to this season, been our most
improved player,” Ackley said.
“She’s works extremely hard.
She has a couple of people she
works with, Terrell Cumberland and Dustin Pfeifer, who
have been very instrumental
in her growth fundamentally
and mentally when it comes to
basketball.
“She’ll play a lot of point
guard for us this year,” Ackley
said. “She’s a tenacious defender out front, plays very hard.
She’s grown a little bit and has
gotten a ton stronger. She’s had
a great off season.
“Sidney Payton is our strongest athlete, by far,” Ackley said.
“She’s left-handed, which is a
nice asset to have. Her game
offensively has grown, as it has
every year. She’s a very good
defender and is very versatile
for us. She can play three posi-

Mon., Nov. 30....Jackson..........A..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 3....Chillicothe......A..........5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 7.......Greenfield......H..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10..Hillsboro.........H..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 17...Waynesville....A..........5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 19......Washington....A..........9 a.m.
7th grade
Sat., Dec. 19......Washington....A... 10:15 a.m.
8th grade
Tues., Jan. 5.......Wilmington....H....4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 7.....Jackson..........H..........5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 11......Chillicothe......H..........5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 14...Greenfield......A..........5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 18.....Hillsboro.........A..........5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 20.....Washington....A..........5 p.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2020-21 MIAMI TRACE BASKETBALL SENIORS — (l-r); Delaney Eakins,
Gracee Stewart, Magarah Bloom and Addy Little.

tions for us.”
Lilly Workman is another
junior who will dress varsity
and will play both ways, Ackley
said.
“She’s gotten better every
year,” Ackley said. “She’s
six-foot tall, she’s really good
defensively and rebounds the
ball well.”
Kaelin Pfeifer is a sophomore
for Miami Trace.
“We’re very fortunate to have
Kaelin in our program,” Ackley
said. “Our kids have accepted
her from day one, she’s a great
kid. She’s very fast and very
quick, both north and south and
laterally. Her feet are as good as
I’ve seen. She’ll play point guard
for us. Offensively, she continues to grow and get better every
day.
“Defensively, we’ll be able to
do some of the things we did
when we had Cassidy Lovett,
and that’s quite a compliment,”
Ackley said. “She has a high
motor and doesn’t tire very
easily.
“Bean (Hillery Jacobs) has
had a great preseason,” Ackley
said. “She’s been unbelievable.
Her feet are a lot better than
last year. She’s better defensively, she’s a year stronger. She
shoots the ball incredibly well.
She’s a very heady player. We
could play her at any position
on the floor and that gives us
versatility.

“Gracie Ferguson is a great
athlete, as well,” Ackley said.
“She became more confident
late in the year last year. She
became a lot more comfortable
in what she was doing. She’s
gotten a lot better and stronger.
She can run the point or play
with her back to the basket. She
can shoot the three. She’s very
basketball smart and plays her
role to a high level.”
“Mallory Lovett is back,”
Ackley said. “She had some
setbacks last year. She’s fighting
her way back. We can use her in
a lot of different ways. She’ll be
an asset to us on both ends of
the floor.”
Hillary McCoy is another
player who will split time, playing mostly at the j-v, Ackley
said.
“Jessie Stewart is a freshman
and Audrey Craig is a sophomore,” Ackley said. “They’ll
dress varsity but mostly play
j-v.”
On the coaching staff, Brian
Southward and Shawn Grooms
are varsity assistants and Kayla
Dettwiller is the junior-varsity
coach and a varsity assistant.
This year, they are joined by
Meaghan Ackley (formerly
Karnes, from Greenfield) who
will be the j-v assistant.
As for the FAC, Ackley
responded:
“I think McClain is, cut and
dried, the best team in the

league,” Ackley said. “They tied
us for the league last year (the
teams both won at home against
each other). Their seniors have
played varsity since they were
freshmen. They’ve got a ton of
experience and talent in that
group. They are gritty and very
determined.
“Hillsboro and Chillicothe
both have new coaches,” Ackley
said. “I’ve heard that their numbers are good in both programs.
They’re full of energy and ready
to get going.”
“Chillicothe is always athletic,” Ackley said. “Hillsboro had
some young kids last year and
they should be better.
“Washington Court House
has Natalie Woods,” Ackley
said. “They will be factors.
They will be alright. Sam (head
coach Samantha Bihl) does a
good job with her team every
year. They’ll be ready to play.
They won’t have a ton of experience, but, they’ll make up for
that by playing hard and being
gritty. I’m sure they’ll be really
good, defensively.
“The team that’s big on the
uprise is Jackson,” Ackley said.
“They’ve got an extremely good
freshman class coming in. I
don’t think they’ve been beaten
the last two years. They’re athletic and smart. Coach (Matt)
Walburn, if he’s not the best,
he’s one of the best coaches in
the Southeast District. They’ll
be extremely competitive and
people will realize that early
on.”
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the Panthers visiting Greenfield to take on the McClain
Tigers on Jan. 14.
On Jan. 16, there will be
a triangular tournament at
Miami Trace, with teams
from decades-long powerhouse Graham Local, along
with Aurora.
The Panthers will host
their Fayette County rivals,
Washington, on Jan. 21 and
then the McDonald’s Miami
Trace Invitational is set for
Jan. 23.
“There will be less teams
at that tournament and
we’re limiting spectators
to two for each wrestler,”
Fondale said. “In the past,
we’ve allowed junior-varsity
wrestlers in to get extra mat
time, but this year, it’s only
varsity wrestlers. There will
be a total of eight teams
there.”
Last season, the Panthers
won the McDonald’s tournament, which featured 17
teams.
The FAC tournament will
be held at McClain on Feb.
20.
The Sectional tournament
will be held at Washington
High School on Feb. 27.
The District tournament
will be held at Gallia Academy High School on March
5 and 6 and the State tournament will be at The Ohio
State University March
12-14.
Miami Trace is looking
to add a few more events
before the season is over,

according to Fondale.
“We expect this year’s
team to be just as competitive, if not more competitive, than last year’s
team,” Fondale said. “That
is, assuming we can stay
healthy. In the tournaments
we participate in, we want
to wins those by more
points (than last year) and
have more individual champions. And we want to place
higher at tournaments we
didn’t win last year.
“We want to win the FAC
again,” Fondale said. “We’d
like to win the Sectional
tournament again. We’d like
to place higher than 10th at
Districts. Realistically, we
think we can have at least
four State qualifiers, if the
kids stay healthy and continue to work hard.
“We have pretty high
expectations for a lot of
guys on our roster,” Fondale
said. “Some guys to look
out for would be Mcale
Callahan, Graham Carson,
Jayden LeBeau, Kylan
Knapp, Westin Melvin,
Bryce Bennett. Luke Anders
is coming back from an injury; we’re expecting some
things out of him. Ashton
Curtis was injured last year
and we’re expecting some
things from him.”
Coaching along with Fondale will be Jacob Garringer, Jack Anders and Austin
Lovett.

2247 U.S. Route 22, SW Washington • Court House, OH 43160
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programs in Ohio (in all
three divisions) gearing up
for another go at that coveted dream of making the
State tournament.
Ben Fondale is now in his
fourth season as head coach
of the Panthers wrestling
program.
“It was just an unfortunate event that all kind of
happened at once,” Fondale
said. “That Monday (after
the District tournament)
Gov. DeWine ordered the
shutdown of all sports,
including the State wrestling tournament.
“Storm Duffy was a senior
and he had trained pretty
much his entire life to make
it to the State tournament,”
Fondale said. “And when
he gets the opportunity to
qualify, he doesn’t get a
chance to compete.
“It’s a little bit less of a
sad story for Westin Melvin, because he still has
this year and next year,”
Fondale said. “It was devastating for the seniors (who
qualified to State).”
In addition to Duffy,
Miami Trace had four other
seniors last year; David
Sheets, Zach Tinkler, Grant
DeBruin and Dawson Wallace.
The Panthers have 31
wrestlers in the high school
program, according to Fondale.
Miami Trace has seven
seniors this year: Titus
Lehr, Luke Anders, Shane
Seymour, Graham Carson,
Mcale Callahan, Treven
Shoemaker and Ashton
Curtis.
“We have a lot of guys
returning,” Fondale said.
“As far as the varsity lineup, we haven’t decided that
yet. We haven’t had our
wrestle-offs. If a kid wants
to challenge another kid in
the same weight class, we’ll

have a match and the winner will be the varsity starter, at least for that week.
It somewhat depends upon
what tournaments are coming up and how many tournaments have happened.”
Miami Trace will begin
the season with a trip to
Cambridge for an invitational on Dec. 5. The Panthers placed fifth there last
season.
On Dec. 10, there will be
an FAC dual match at home
against Chillicothe.
On Dec. 11, the Panthers
will compete in the Hamilton Township Invitational
where they are defending
champions.
Dec. 17 will find the
Panthers visiting Highland
County to take on Hillsboro
in a conference dual.
Miami Trace will host
a quad meet on Saturday,
Dec. 19. Teams visiting
Miami Trace for that will be
Tri-Valley, London and Cincinnati Wyoming.
“We will not be attending
the Fricker’s Duals or the
GMVWA,” Fondale said.
“The GMVWA was cancelled. For safety concerns,
we decided not to go to the
Fricker’s tournament this
year.”
Miami Trace went 5-5 in
the Fricker’s tournament
last year in Defiance.
On Dec. 30, the Panthers
will visit Vandalia Butler for
two dual meets, along with
Legacy Christian and Dayton Carroll.
Graham and Aurora were
the top teams in the State
duals last year.
The Panthers will host
Jackson on Jan. 7.
“They limited the number
of teams, but we are going
to compete at Logan Elm
(on Jan. 9),” Fondale said.
“There will be five duals
that day.”
Miami Trace won the
Logan Elm tournament
last season.
Another FAC dual will see
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