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for Miami Trace 
as Washington’s 
Trevaughn Jackson 
defends.
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as Washington’s 
Trevaughn Jackson 
defends.
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Panthers striving to  
close out games in 2020
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Jerry Williams returns for his 
fourth season as head coach of 
the Miami Trace Panthers foot-
ball program.

The year 2020 will go down 
in history for a lot of reasons 
and sadly, many of them bad 
for so many Americans.

So many things we’ve always 
taken for granted in the United 
States are and have been for 
several months, in various 
degrees of doubt.

There has never been a year 
like this in the memory of the 
vast majority of people. Only a 
few folks are still around who 
were babies or very young 
children when America faced a 
health crisis like COVID-19.

In spite of all the uncertainty, 
the Miami Trace Panthers have 
been hard at work, preparing 
for the 2020 football season.

There is planned a six-game 
regular season for football in 
Ohio, with each team qualify-
ing to the playoffs.

The Panthers have a fine tra-
dition of football, dating back 
to the early 1960’s, when John 
F. Kennedy was President.

However, the Panthers have 
not had a winning season since 
they went 7-4 (making the play-
offs) in 2014.

The Panthers were 3-7 in 
2015, 5-5 in 2016, 1-9 in 2017, 
2-8 in 2018 and 5-5 last season.

The Panthers are looking 
to rise above the obstacles the 
pandemic has set in place and 
rise above the .500 mark in the 
final standings.

The Record-Herald spoke 
with Williams on Aug. 11.

“Last year’s season was cer-
tainly full of ups and downs,” 
Williams said. “We ended up 
5-5, which was a disappoint-
ment to us.

“We were able to accomplish 
some things and change the 

culture a little bit,” Williams 
said. “Guys were starting to 
buy-in a little more and under-
stand. We had a good group of 
seniors last year.”

Seniors last year were: Dal-
ton Mayer, Javin Robinette, 
Mason Snow, Caden Sweitzer, 
Austin Conklin, Austin Car-
penter, Caden Bridges, Aaron 
Morris, David Sheets, Kenny 
Wolffe, Aiden Kingery, Andrew 
Amore, Justin Shoemaker and 
Kyler Matthews.

“They have left behind some 
holes to fill for this season,” 
Williams said. “Overall, (last 
season) was a step in the right 
direction.

“We were a game away,” Wil-
liams said, reflecting on a 40-33 
loss to their close rivals, the 
Washington Blue Lions.

It was a wildly entertain-
ing game, full of big plays and 
momentum changes, with 
Miami Trace being strong and 
in the lead, then Washington 
coming back and taking the 
lead and then the Panthers 
driving to tie (or win) at the 
very end.

“That was a tough loss to 
Court House,” Williams said. 
“That could have made us 6-4. 
That’s a significant difference. 
We controlled that entire game 
the first three quarters. We lost 
that game in the fourth quarter. 
It was just unfortunate.

“We have to move forward, 
but you have to find incentives 
in something to motivate these 
young men,” Williams said. 
“Week 10  
(playing Washington) is always 
plenty enough incentive.”

This year, Miami Trace will 
play in Week 6 at Gardner Park 
against the Blue Lions on Fri-
day, Oct. 2.

“The difference is, they have 
to get over the hump and know 
how to win,” Williams said. 

See PANTHERS | 5
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Chuck Williamson enters his 
fifth season as head coach of 
the Washington Blue Lions in 
a time like no other in the last 
100 years in America.

With the COVID pandemic 
sweeping across America and 
the world, high schools in Ohio 
are gearing up in the hopes of 
returning to some semblance of 
normalcy in the coming days.

It’s a stark juxtaposition, but 
it’s the world in which we live 
in 2020.

The Blue Lion football team 
has been close to one of its 
goals in recent seasons, that is, 
making the playoffs that begin 
in Week 11.

Last year, the Washington 
gridiron squad completed the 
campaign with a record of 7-3. 
That placed them ninth in Divi-
sion IV, Region 16, just one 
spot removed from playing an 
11th game

In 2018, the Blue Lions went 
7-3 and placed 10th in their 
region.

Washington was 5-5 in 2017 
and finished 16th and in 2016, 
the Blue Lions were once again 
7-3. In that season, they placed 
14th in the final computer rat-
ings.

This year, there will be a six-
game regular season and each 
team will advance to the play-
offs beginning in week number 
seven.

“I’ve been coaching for 
20-some years and it’s the 
craziest thing I’ve ever seen,” 
Williamson said, when asked 
to speak about the challenge of 
coaching a high school football 
team during a pandemic.

“From our side of it, our 
administration has handled it 
unbelievably well,” William-
son said. “Mr. (Tom) Bailey 
(Washington City Schools 
Superintendent), Mr. (Brady) 

Streitenberger (assistant 
principal at the Washington 
Middle School) gave us a set of 
guidelines that included what 
expectations they had of us.

“We had a clear vision of 
what we needed to do,” Wil-
liamson said. “We’ve gone 
through three phases. The 
first phase was, we could only 
have guys in groups of 10 or 
less. We physically moved our 
weight room, so we could have 
two weight rooms, so we could 
have two groups working at a 
time.

“Then we had groups of 
eight out on the field,” Wil-
liamson said. “That was all 
conditioning, nothing football 
specific. We had stations for 
that.

“In phase two, you’re allowed 
to have footballs,” Williamson 
said. “You still had to stay 
in groups of 10. We marked 
our bleachers off, so when we 
spoke to the team, the guys 
were six feet apart. We made it 
through that phase.

“So, we went to phase 
three,” Williamson said, which 
was pretty recent as of the time 
of the Record-Herald’s inter-
view with coach (Aug. 5). We 
had to move all of the weight 
room back. That was a task in 
itself. We still could not utilize 
our locker room as a space to 
congregate.

“The kids come in in the 
morning and we check their 
temperature,” Williamson said. 
“We’ve been very adamant. We 
take temperatures every day. 
We’re trying to social distance 
at practice. All of the coaches 
are wearing masks.”

Also, instead of being 
required to stay within the 
20-yard lines while on the side 
lines, teams will be able to 
spread out from the 10-yard 
line to the other 10-yard line.

“They have cut the halftime 
from 20 minutes to 12 min-
utes,” Williamson said. “There 
will be a two-minute t.v. time-
out every four minutes.”

There will be no more com-

munal water bottles, William-
son said. “They have to bring 
their own water bottle.

“The band will not be travel-
ing to away games,” William-
son said. “They will be at the 
home games only. That’s what I 
understand for right now.”

Williamson spoke about how 
close the team has been to 
reaching the playoffs in recent 
seasons.

“We needed a little bit of 
help,” Williamson said. “A 
couple (of the Blue Lions’ 
opponents) didn’t win many 
games. The Adena game last 
year and the Wilmington game, 
we should have won those. 
We shot ourselves in the foot. 
If we win one of those games, 
we could have placed fourth or 
higher and hosted a (playoff) 
game.

“That’s on us,” Williamson 
said. “We have to win those 
games. It’s not on other teams, 
it’s on us. We have to get it 

Blue Lions: “Have to get it done”

Photo by Downtown Photo
2020 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Zek Watson, Sterling Smith, Brandon 
Cubbage, Chris Wilson, Donavan Mason, Tyris Virts, Chris Nichols, Ethan Rogers-Wright, Alex Hamrick, Zack Koutz, 
Trevin Downing, Izaiah Tyree; (second row, l-r); Rishaun Burns, Tyler Tackage, Cal Wightman, Mason Mustain, 
Trevaughn Jackson, Braydon Kettles, Noah Hicks, Raleigh Haithcock, Traeton Johnson, Caden Shiltz, Reece Self; 
(third row, l-r); Faris Abdulghani, Troy Thompson, Josaih Whitt, Collin Southworth, Nick Clause, Trevor Crocker, 
A.J.Dallmayer, Calum Brown, R.J.Foose, Shiloh Grim, Isaiah Haithcock, Mason Coffman; (fourth row, l-r); James 
Kelly, Landon Miller, Saul Haines, Michael Gebhardt, D.J.Lyons, Austin Cottrill, Gabe Wightman, Griffin Dawes, Gabe 
Tayese, Logan Presley, Brady Roher, Charles Souther, Brayeson Self, Rylon Likovetz; (back, l-r); coaches Kevin Hyme, 
Brad Norman, John Moon, Kyle Kaiser, Tyler Flora, Malik Jackson, Deric Williamson, head coach Chuck Williamson, 
Trent Williamson, Scott Gorslene, John Enochs, Ashley Henry, Eric Downey, Wes Stevenson and Aaron Morrison. Not 
pictured: Conner Day, Clayton Howland, coach Roger Wilson and manager Dakota Oyer.

See LIONS | 22
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“That’s where we’re trying to 
get to. That’s part of changing 
this culture and it’s going in the 
right direction. We just have to 
get there.

“I like the mix that we have 
right now, but it’s a very young 
group,” Williams said. “We’re 
kind of stepping back a bit to 
fill those holes.

“We don’t have a whole lot 
of experience,” Williams said. 
“We have some very good 
players that are experienced in 
certain positions, but overall, 
we’re filling more holes, rather 
than (with returning players).”

Williams spoke about all the 
uncertainty as schools and high 
school sports prepare to return 
for the 2020-2021 school year.

“It’s very chaotic,” Williams 
said. “In a game that requires 
consistency, we have to learn 
how to adapt. Each and every 
day, we could be missing a kid 
and that’s not something that 
football coaches are accus-
tomed to.

“We have to learn how to 
move on and work with who 
we have,” Williams said. “The 
team that can last and stay the 
healthiest throughout this time 
(will have an advantage).

“Right now, we are just try-
ing to get our kids (out on the 
practice field) each day,” Wil-
liams said. “The uncertainty 
is difficult because people are 
scared. If a kid dosen’t feel 
right, their parents rightfully 
keep them at home, and that’s 
where it makes it challenging 
for practices and getting pre-
pared.

“It’s a roller-coaster,” Wil-
liams said. “One day you feel 
like it’s going to move forward, 
one day you feel like it’s going 
to shut down. I’m hoping these 
kids get the opportunity to 
play.

“My communication is with 
my staff and the administration 

here, working with them,” Wil-
liams said.”

Williams spoke a bit about 
the competition in the FAC.

“We don’t know a whole lot 
at this point (Aug. 11),” Wil-
liams said. “We weren’t going 
to see Hillsboro for a while. 
It’s just been a couple of days 
that we’ve been looking at Hill-
sboro. I have to look into it a 
little more as far as what they 
have returning.”

Last year, Miami Trace 
defeated Hillsboro, 35-27.

“They are always a tough 
team,” Williams said. “They 
will always come at you. They 
are big and very physical. We 
always expect a physical game 
with Hillsboro.

“Then we play McClain,” 
Williams said. “I know that 
coach (Jake) Orr-Zody is try-
ing to change that culture over 
there. We have to pay attention 
to what he’s doing, because, 
they came to our place a couple 
of years ago and shocked us.” 
The Tigers upended the Pan-
thers in 2018, 47-40.

“From a schematic stand-
point, they did a phenomenal 
job,” Williams said. “He had 
some great athletes. They just 

came in here and beat us that 
night. That is great motivation 
to stick with and look at each 
and every year. We’re not sure 
what they have returning at 
this point in time.”

Last year the Panthers beat 
McClain, 21-7.

“Jackson has a good football 
program,” Williams said of the 
Iron Men. “They have a lot of 
talented athletes. They even 
have some committed Division 
I guys. That’s the team to beat. 
We have to prepare to go down 
there and do what we can to 
beat them. Coach (Andy) Hall 
has a great program rolling 
down there.”

Jackson defeated Miami 
Trace last year, 48-19.

Last season, Chillicothe won 
at Miami Trace, 23-3.

“That was a game last year 
that we felt we let slip by,” Wil-
liams said. “They did a better 
job and they beat us that night.

“We’re hoping the outcome 
is a little different this year,” 
Williams said. “We want to be 
prepared for them as much as 
possible. I really don’t know 
at this point what they have 
returning. With the COVID 
and everything, you just don’t 

know what you’re going to face 
when you get into the later 
weeks of the season. We just 
need to keep ourselves healthy 
and hopefully go to Chillicothe 
this year and return the favor.”

What about the Washington 
Blue Lions?

The Panthers’ staunchest 
rivals have now won four 
games in a row in the series for 
the first time in the history of 
the two Fayette County schools 
playing each other, dating back 
to 1961.

“Coach Williamson has had 
some success here over the last 
couple of years and he’s certain-
ly had a lot of success recently 
over Miami Trace,” Williams 
said. “Like I said before, our 
guys have to learn how to close 
out games and win.

“I felt that we won the first 
three quarters last year, but it 
didn’t mean anything when you 
look at the final score,” Wil-
liams said. “We have to learn 
how to adjust and overcome.

“I’m expecting Coach Wil-
liamson to have another good 
team this year,” Williams said. 
“We have to step it up a notch.”

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2020 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Kamdon Satterfield, James Gilpen, Luke Anders, 
Ashton Curtis, Matthew Haddox, Josh Gilmore, Gage Miller, Luke Henry, Hunter McBee, Treven Shoemaker, Shane 
Seymour; (second row, l-r); Dylan Alltop, Deven Seymour, Kylan Knapp, Cayden Griggs, Westin Melvin, Garrett Smith, 
Preston Reed, Jaydenn Terry, Ashton Connell, Jayden LeBeau; (third row, l-r): Zach Warnock, Andrew Guthrie, Dillon 
Hyer, Bryson Sheets, Austin Etzler, Aaron Little, Shay Saylers, Will Dawes, Terrell Statham, Riston LeBeau; (fourth 
row, l-r); Phillip Lemmings, Payton Baldridge, Garrett Payton, Cameron Casto, Cameron Morris, Zach Bolen, Austin 
Boedecker, Corbin Melvin, Aidan Curtis; (fifth row, l-r); Jake Manbevers, Asher LeBeau, Garrett Guess, Nick Farrens, 
Jason Houser, Taevin Brown, Trenton Seymour; (back, l-r); Manager, Joey Steele, coaches Brock Conroy, Curt Ware, 
head coach Jerry Williams, coaches Mark Scovanner, Cody Snyder, Joe Henry, Mike Fritz: Not Pictured: coaches Jack 
Anders and Jeff Creamer and players Brayden Cooper-Smith, Landen Cope, Luke Hoppes, Haiden Tyree, Keegan 
Williams, Stephen Lehr and Conor Harrison.

From page 3

Panthers

See PANTHERS | 23
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Miami Trace Lady Soccer program has great momentum

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

Caitlin Francis, head coach 
of the Miami Trace Lady Pan-
thers soccer program, said it’s 
been a privilege to be part of 
the growth of the program.

“I am so proud watching 
the impact each class makes 
as it comes through,” said 
Francis, who has been part of 
the Panther program for nine 
years (one as an assistant and 
eight years as head coach). 
“The most enjoyable aspect of 
coaching for me is watching 
the growth of my players. I 
love seeing the hard work of 
my players pay off for them as 
they develop not only their soc-
cer skills, but as they develop 
their character and leadership 
through the interactions with 
their teammates. I have a won-
derful group of young ladies to 
work with this season and look 
forward to seeing what they 
will accomplish.”

Miami Trace has a tremen-
dous body of work over the 
past several seasons to build 
upon. Last season, the Lady 
Panthers finished with a 9-7-2 
overall record and a 5-4-1 
record in the Frontier Athletic 
Conference (FAC), good for 
second place in the league.

Francis said finishing second 
in the FAC was a great accom-

plishment for the team.
“The girls worked hard to 

make that happen led by a 
great senior class,” she said.

Miami Trace graduated nine 
seniors from last year, includ-
ing Aubrey Schwartz (First 
Team, All-District and First 
Team All-FAC), who was the 
goalkeeper; leading scorer Mor-
gan Eggleton (Honorable Men-
tion All-District and First Team 
All-FAC); as well as Jenna 
Griffith, Alayna Huddleson, 
Emily Powell, Isabella Vanover, 
Charlotte Jacobs, Addie Camp-
bell, and Shania Villarel.

As for the upcoming season, 

Francis said she expects “to 
continue our growth as a team, 
we have steadily improved year 
by year with winning seasons 
the past two years, culminating 
in a record finish as second in 
the FAC last season. I expect 
our returning players to bring 
their experience on the field 
and their ability to lead to 
encourage our new players on 
the field this year. I have high 
expectations for our younger 
players to step up this season 
as we work to create cohesive-
ness as a team.”

Key returning players for this 
season, according to Francis, 
include senior Magarah Bloom 
as an outside midfielder, senior 
Reagan Barton as a center 
midfielder/forward, and junior 
Kandice Mathews as the 
sweeper.

Francis said she also has 
high expectations for the con-
tinued development of Miami 
Trace’s J-V program.

“This is such a huge aspect 
to the success of our team as a 
whole, as the players are given 
the time to develop the skills 
that they will need moving 
forward to the varsity field,” 

Francis said. “Coach Chad Tol-
bert has been instrumental in 
the success of our J-V team and 
this will be his third year with 
the program.”

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has impacted preparation for 
the season, but the team has 
done a good job following safe-
ty protocols and procedures.

“The unknowns of COVID-
19 have definitely been a chal-
lenge this season as we are 
still waiting for the go-ahead 
to play games,” Francis said 
in an interview prior to Gov. 
Mike DeWine’s announcement 
that the fall sports season can 
continue. “Fortunately we have 
still been able to practice with 
safety protocols in place such 
as temperature checks and 
social distancing as much as 
possible during our practice 
times. We also have dealt with 
several players who have been 
under quarantine because of 
possible exposure at different 
times. While it is important 
for the health and safety of the 
team overall for these players 
to stay home, it is also chal-
lenging as we have yet to have 
every player all together at a 
practice so far this season. And 
of course, this is likely to con-
tinue throughout the season.”

As for goals this season, 
Francis said the Lady Panthers 
are striving to at least maintain 
their position in the FAC.

“We have worked hard to 
progress our standing in the 
league each year and earn 
the respect of our fellow FAC 
competitors,” she said. “Com-
petition is tough in the FAC. 
Chillicothe has consistently led 
our league and I expect that to 
continue as they always have 
a very strong program. Last 
season it was close competi-
tion for second place between 
us, Jackson, Hillsboro, and 
McClain, and I foresee that to 
continue this year.”

Photo by Downtown Photo
2020 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Jyllian 
Skaggs, Siara Eggleton, Kaylie Lott, Hailee Schirm, Addy Little, Magarah 
Bloom, Isabel Gilpen; (middle, l-r); head coach Caitlin Francis, Makenna 
Davis, Mia Dickson, Ashlyn Grubb, Emma See, Abigail Little, Mallory Pavey, 
assistant coach Chad Tolbert; (back, l-r); Abigail Thompson, Keeley Ramirez, 
Jana Griffith, Kaley Moser, Katie Harris, Alexa Streitenberger, Carly Smith, 
Briana Pavey and Katherine Hynes. Not pictured: Reagan Barton, Kandice 
Mathews, Carmen Enochs and McKenzie Morris.

414 E. Court Street, 
Washington C.H., 

Ohio 43160
Robert G. 

Vanzant, D.V.M.

740-335-8555
new patients welcome

OH-70199760

   Court Street
Animal Hospital

Good Luck 
to All Teams
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Washington Lady Lions Soccer aims to be more competitive

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

Following a difficult, win-
less season for the Washington 
Lady Lion soccer program, 
head coach Chris Chambers is 
re-calibrating expectations for 
the upcoming season and how 
he determines success.

“We have had trouble in the 
past being competitive,” said 
Chambers, who is in his third 
year as coach. “Last year we 
were win-less and it was rough. 
I was actually hopeful going 
into last season. I knew we 
were still young…last year half 
of our team was sophomores. 
But, half of our team had game 
experience. So coming into 
last year, I kind of had a little 
bit higher expectations, think-
ing that game experience from 
their freshmen year would be 
enough to propel them into 
their sophomore year. This 
year I’m trying not to have as 
many expectations.”

However, Chambers has 
seen some of positives that 
have developed in the program-
building process.

“I came in thinking that it 
was going to be a lot easier, a 
lot quicker to get to where we 
want to be,” he said. “I have a 
lot of people who are able to 
give me reality checks. We’re 
now in the third year, and typi-
cally it takes three to five years 
to build up a program. When 
they hired me, that’s what 
they asked me to do, build a 
program. As of right now, we 
have a team. We’re trying to 
build on that and I’m seeing 
some good developments. 
The highest compliment that 
I’ve had from my peers — the 
coaches in the district and the 
league — is that years ago, 
two or three goals against 
Court House meant the game 
was over. Because it was just 
a deflation. But now, the girls 

won’t quit. Year one when I 
came in, I said, ‘I don’t care 
what the score is, we are not 
going to quit.’ Then it was try-
ing to step up to that competi-
tive level.”

Although the goal of the 
team is to always win each 
game it plays, Chambers keeps 
track of other statistics and 
indicators to gauge progress.

“I keep track of score dif-
ferential. That’s our big thing 
right now is score differential 
and time differential,” Cham-
bers said. “We need to con-
tinue to close the gap there….
for me that’s an indicator we 
are getting closer to the pre-
mier teams in our area. It’s just 
those baby steps. It’s to be not 
only individually competitive 
but to be competitive on the 
pitch, to be able to hold our 
own, to not give up. I think 
we do now have that program 
where the girls want to step up 
the pride and commitment.”

Chambers added that his 
tenure as coach is even more 
personal and important now 
because his daughter, Addi 
Chambers, is a sophomore on 
the team, and he’s coached 
many of these girls through 

their youth.
“I coached most of these 

girls in their youth,” he said. 
“This is the first year that kids 
I have coached in their youth 
are graduating. It’s personal. I 
do it truly as a dad.”

The difficulty of building 
a program has been com-
pounded this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Contact 
fall sports teams were not able 
to scrimmage during the early 
part of practice.

“Obviously not being able 
to scrimmage is horrible,” 
Chambers said. “We are truly 
going into our first game not 
knowing what we’re going 

to look like in the game, not 
knowing how different players 
look at different positions. So 
it’s going to be trial by fire. 
But at the same time, we are 
spread out, we are taking the 
kind of safety precautions we 
need to. There isn’t a lot of 
body-to-body contact or close 
quarters in practice. We can’t 
have water stations. When 
we come together to meet, 
it’s kind of like, ‘come in but 
stay back.’ The other aspect I 
wasn’t prepared for is there are 
still parents who are hesitant 
to let their kids play or kids 
who are hesitant to play. I 
lost four letter winners and I 
know at least a couple of those, 
either parental or by their own 
choice, have decided that it’s 
not worth it. That was unex-
pected.”

Chambers expected to have 
more participants in the Blue 
Lion soccer program this year.

“When I came into the year 
knowing what I had coming up 
as freshmen, I truly thought we 
were going to have a J-V team 
this year,” he said. “We had 
29 to 30 on the list who had 
showed up over the summer. 
That’s now whittled down to 
about 19. We’ve had a few hic-
cups in practice as well related 
to the virus, with three girls 

Photo by Downtown Photo
2020 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Cadie 
Cupp, Ashlynn Thevenot, Brooklyn Devenport, Kayli Merritt, Kaithlyn 
Maquilling, Mackenzie Cartmell; (middle, l-r); Arianna Heath, Abby Joseph, 
Jordan Montgomery, Emily Becker, Addi Chambers, Kalynn Dato, Chloe 
Lovett, Sarah Bishop; (back, l-r); head coach Chris Chambers, Maycee Whitt, 
Maria Medina, Kassie Wiseman, Jordan McCane, Kearria Marcum and Emilee 
Wilson. Not Pictured: Faith Cleveland and Tyrena Cowman.

See LADY LIONS | 17

2574 US HWY 22 NW
Washington Court House, OH 43160
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Good Luck to all Athletes!
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

Following a 2019 campaign 
that saw the Panthers tie the 
school record for wins in a year, 
and now, with losing eight start-
ers from that team, the head 
coach of the Miami Trace boys 
soccer team is taking a look 
at the bigger picture when it 
comes to his program.

“The next couple of years 
could be a little bit more chal-
lenging,” said Josh Thoroman, 
who is in his sixth year as head 
coach. “We do have some talent-
ed players sprinkled throughout 
our program, and at this point 
I’m pretty familiar with the stu-
dents at Miami Trace. My own 
children are in second, fourth 
and seventh grades. I know the 
kids in their classes and the kids 
in the classes above and below 
them. So it’s kind of unique hav-
ing kids in the school district 
and really being invested in this 
school district and this soccer 
program. It lets me be more 
familiar with what I have com-
ing in each year. Miami Trace 
has done a great job with the 
middle school program….the 
program now has a boys team 
and a girls team with separate 
schedules and two coaches for 
each team. We have some excit-
ing things going on here.”

Thoroman has already had a 
very successful tenure as head 
coach. His 2016 team posted 
the best record in school his-
tory at 12-5-1, his 2018 team 
finished 11-5-2 (which tied the 
2006 team for the second-best 
record in program history), 
and of course last year’s team 
tied the school record for wins 
with a final record of 12-6. The 
Panthers also finished third in 
the Frontier Athletic Conference 
(FAC) last year and lost in the 
second round of the tournament 
to Jackson.

“Of our six losses, we were 

beaten by Jackson three times, 
Division I Chillicothe two times, 
and then we lost to Amanda 
Clearcreek,” said Thoroman. 
“We had a pretty good handle 
on the rest of our schedule.”

Not only did Miami Trace 
lose eight starters from last 
year’s team, it lost 14 seniors 
in all and two foreign exchange 
students. These losses included 
Caleb Perry, who was a two-
time captain, two-time First 
Team, All-FAC, and two time 
First Team, All-District player; 
Kyler Conn, who led the Pan-
thers in scoring the prior two 
years, and was also All-FAC and 
All-District; and Kody Burns, 
who was an All-District player 
the past two years and signed 
with Kentucky Christian Uni-
versity to continue his soccer 
career.

“With all that we lost, it’s 
going to take some time for 
the team to come together and 
gel,” said Thoroman. “With the 
coronavirus situation that we’re 
in, the state waived all scrim-
mages. Now granted, all schools 
are in the same boat with that, 
but I would say we were a little 
bit more disadvantaged because 
we’re replacing eight starters 
without getting a chance to 

scrimmage. So that’s definitely a 
challenge.”

What also has been a chal-
lenge for all athletic programs 
is dealing with the new safety 
protocols in place to help stop 
the spread of COVID-19.

“The Miami Trace athletic 
department has instituted a plan 
of action that we have followed,” 
said Thoroman. “The players 
are screened before they’re 
admitted to practice and permit-
ted to practice. We are sanitiz-
ing equipment after each use 
and we maintain a level of social 
distancing when we can.”

To help meet these chal-
lenges, Thoroman and his two 
assistants, Sean Sweeney and 
Heath Johnson, are leaning on 
five seniors.

“We have five seniors and 
we’re looking for them to 
have the best seasons of their 
careers,” Thoroman said. “Jaden 
Haldeman will start as our 
sweeper and he’s been voted in 
as a captain. Ethan Steele will 
be our goalie and he has also 
been voted as a team captain. 
Alex Smith, who last season 
earned our ‘hardest worker 
in the room’ award, will play 
defense. Christian Caldwell will 
play forward for us and Mat-

thew Webb will play mid-field.”
As for FAC competition this 

season, Thoroman said he’s 
predicting Jackson will take the 
league.

“Jackson is going to start 
seven or eight seniors,” he said. 
“This will be their third year 
together as starters, and they 
have the returning FAC player 
of the year, so they’re the team 
to beat. Chillicothe will be right 
there as well, but they lost the 
two most dominant players in 
the league to graduation. In talk-
ing to the coach at Greenfield, 
McClain has a lot of athletes. 
He has some good players who 
will be seniors this year and he’s 
got a lot of athleticism to work 
with. Our team and Hillsboro 
are probably the question marks 
this season.”

Washington High School did 
not field a boys soccer team for 
the 2020 season.

Although it may be a chal-
lenging season, Thoroman said 
he is preaching the same theme 
to his team as he has year-in and 
year-out: “Take it one game at 
a time.”

“There is always so much 
to play for and so many goals 
you’re trying to achieve during a 
season,” he said. “Many times, 
the next game you play becomes 
the biggest game of the season. 
If you want to accomplish your 
goals, you have to win the next 
game. We’ll take the season one 
game at a time. Our goals will 
be to have a winning season 
and to pursue another Sectional 
title.”

This will be Miami Trace’s 
32nd season for soccer, and 
the Panthers have won three 
sectional titles in school history 
(2016, ‘17 and ‘18) — all under 
Thoroman.

“The Sectional goal was 
taken away from us last year, so 
this year we definitely want to 
put another Sectional title on 
the banner,” he said.

MT boys soccer aims for another Sectional title

Photo by Downtown Photo
2020 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); assistant coach 
Heath Johnson, assistant coach Sean Sweeney, Logan Johnson, Connor 
Bucher, Noah Perry, Caleb Bowers, Blake Steele, head coach Josh Thoroman; 
(middle, l-r); Eli Miller, Pierce McCarty, Matthew Webb, Christian Caldwell, 
Ethan Steele, Jaden Haldeman, Alex Smith, Logan Madden, and Bryce 
Stuckey; (back, l-r); Chase Morris, Todd Ford, Robbie Bennett, Jacob Pettit, 
Ryan Smith, Kaiden Howard, Brohgan Cooper, Elliott Anthony, Drew Black, 
and Blake Sollars.
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Crusaders’ goal: to grow in unity
By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

Crusaders on the Fayette Christian Soc-
cer team began practicing in early August 
and to assist them, alumni members came 
back to join in those practices.

Although two “critical” seniors were 
lost after last season, leadership is looking 
good for this season.

“We have two juniors, and they’ve been 
around for a while, and we have a good 
and young group of sophomores coming 
up,” explained their coach, Pastor Tony 
Garren.

Garren has been a coach off-and-on for 
approximately 30 years and first began his 
coaching career with Washington Court 
House City Schools when the Washington 
High School soccer team was first created.

Garren shared the following information 
about his team members:

- Junior Zander Ivey is a leader on and 
off the field, and the team will look to him 
for that leadership this year.

- Junior Jackson Walker is in his first 
year at the school and also his first year 
playing soccer for Fayette Christian. He 
has a terrific attitude and is willing to lis-
ten and work hard.

- Sophomore Toby Butcher has been 
improving every year, and his energy and 
stamina will be a great help to the team 
this year.

- Sophomore Nate Crichton did not play 

soccer last year but is a natural athlete and 
is a true leader on and off the field.

- Sophomore Drew Pontious is a great 
encourager and will be a help to each of his 
teammates.

-Sophomore Justin Wines was the team’s 
starting goalie last year, and the team is 
looking forward to seeing him continue to 
improve.

- Freshman Brady Bumpus will be a force 
to be reckoned with this year. He is the 
midfielder and will be the one that controls 
the tempo of the game.

- Freshman Gage McDaniels is the big-
gest offensive threat to other teams. He is 
quick on his feet and has a great instinct 
around the ball.

- Seventh-grader Aaron Barker will be a 
vital part of this year’s team. He is improv-
ing every practice and will be essential for 
defense.

- Seventh-grader Jake Crichton is a 
natural athlete like his brother and will be a 
great addition to this years team.

The ball boys this year are Andrew 
Peterson (fourth grade) and Luke Granger 
(sixth grade).

This season’s schedule (as of Aug. 11) 
includes six games. As a comparison, the 
typical season contains 10 games.

The first game of the season isn’t sched-
uled until September.

According to Garren, “the reason for 
that is a lot of schools didn’t even know if 
they were going to have a team this year, 

so everybody’s pushed back their sched-
ule.”

The team plays against other Christian 
schools in the Buckeye Christian Schools 
Organization (BCSO). As the school is 
smaller, they take part in seven-man soc-
cer instead of eleven-man soccer typical in 
larger schools.

“We should do pretty well. Last year we 
came in third in the state,” said Garren.

Although the team is expected to do well 
by their coach, the biggest challenger this 
season is believed to be Dayton Temple 
Christian.

“They’ve got a bigger school and they 
will be, I think, our hardest competition,” 
said Garren. “And then when we go to 
tournament, if they have tournaments, we 
will play a Cleveland Christian School up 
in Cleveland — and they have about 300 
students, so they will be a tough one.”

Every season, the team has a verse.
“Our team verse this year is Romans 

11:36 and talks about putting our trust and 
faith in Christ and Him alone,” explained 
Garren. “Our goals this year are to grow in 
unity as a team and as individuals. We do 
not know what the future may hold, but we 
do trust in the one that does. We will strive 
to give 100 percent in practice and in the 
games and will be an example of Christ in 
all we do.”

Romans 11:36 — “For of him and 
through Him and to Him are all things; to 
whom be glory forever, Amen”

Courtesy photo
2020 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SOCCER TEAM — (at left, front); Andrew Peterson, ball boy; (middle, l-r); Aaron Barker, Gage McDaniel; (back, l-r); 
Jackson Walker, Zander Ivey, Brady Bumpus; (at right, front); Luke Granger, ball boy; (middle, l-r); Jake Crichton, Toby Butcher; (back, l-r); Drew Pontious, 
Justin Wines and Nate Crichton.
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Lady Lions working to overcome obstacles

By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington Blue Lions 
varsity volleyball team is 
excited to get on the court.

Ashley DeAtley is in her 
sixth season as head coach for 
the Blue Lions although over-
all this is her ninth coaching 
season.

”Our team has been work-
ing very hard to overcome all 
of the obstacles we have faced 
with restarting this season 
and staying focused on their 
season ahead,” explained 
DeAtley by email.

“Our seniors are very eager 
to play given the circumstanc-
es. They all have approached 
me in some way or another 
and said, ‘Coach, I just want 
to play wherever you need 
me.’ It says a lot about this 
class. They love the game and 
they are willing to do what-
ever it is to be on the court 
together, however that role 
may look for them.”

The seniors on the varsity 
team this year have all played 
big parts on the court in prior 
seasons. Those seniors  
are Amya Haithcock, Mallory 
Hicks, Rachel Palmer, Emily 
Semler and Brittney Wilson.

Returning this year is 
Junior Olivia Wayne and 
Sophomore Allie Mongold.

“Olivia Wayne and Allie 
Mongold will be running our 
offense and setting for us. 
They have spent a lot of time 
in the off-season getting ready 
to fill this huge role on our 

team,” explained DeAtley.
The remaining returning 

juniors include Aaralyne 
Estep and Jeleeya Smith.

“Aaralyne Estep is our 
third-year libero. She will 
continue to fill her role in 
the backcourt for us. You can 
always expect exciting digs 
from her. She’s dependable 
back there and has taken the 
lead to always hustle for our 
defense,” wrote DeAtley in 
an email. “Jeleeya Smith is 
a junior returner this year. 
We saw her become more 

consistent for us toward the 
end of last year, and this year 
we’ve seen her do some pretty 
cool things and get out of her 
comfort zone to grow as an 
athlete.”

Newcomers to the varsity 
team this year include Kas-
sidy Olsson, Ellie Lynch and 
Haven McGraw.

“They have been working 
hard to  
be wherever they are needed 
to fill,” wrote DeAtley.

Although they have been 
practicing and taking part 

in scrimmages, the season 
opener is currently planned 
for Aug. 24.

“We are still working out 
some lineups to see what 
combinations work out best 
and trying to just maintain 
the level of our game to be 
successful in any situation. 
With everything at this time, 
we never know who we might 
have to fill in for, so we have 
done a lot of prepping to 
make sure we have options 
and can utilize them if needed 
at any time,” explained DeAt-
ley.

Goals for this season are 
mostly focused on getting to 
play and improving as a team.

“As a team, we are just 
working to improve together 
each time we are on the 
court. We’ve got a lot of work 
to continue to rally with 
the other top teams in the 
league, but I have no doubt 
that these girls will rise up to 
each challenge they are faced 
with. They love the thrill of 
the game and it’s a lot of fun 
to be around a bunch of kids 
who can just have fun and 
celebrate what each teammate 
brings to the floor,” wrote 
DeAtley.

Washington placed third in 
the Frontier Athletic Confer-
ence last year with a record 
of 6-4.

Miami Trace and Chilli-
cothe shared the 2019 cham-
pionship, both at 8-2.

Jackson placed fourth at 
5-5, followed by McClain at 
3-7 and Hillsboro, 0-10.

Photo by Downtown Photo
2020 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION VARSITY VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, 
l-r); Olivia Wayne, Allie Mongold, Ellie Lynch; (middle, l-r); Jeleeya Tyree-
Smith, Aaralyne Estep, Kassidy Olsson; (back, l-r); Amya Haithcock, Mallory 
Hicks, Rachel Palmer, Emily Semler and Brittany Wilson.
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MT volleyball going for another title

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

It was a historic season for 
the Miami Trace High School 
volleyball program in 2019.

The Lady Panthers tied 
with Chillicothe for a co-
championship in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference. It was 
the first championship (or co-
championship) in volleyball 
in the school’s history. Both 
teams went 8-2 in the FAC.

Doug Mace returns for his 
sixth season at Miami Trace.

The Lady Panthers had five 
seniors last year: Anna Wil-
liams, Tapanga Sanderson, 
Sidney Howard, Kate Leach 
and Grace Bapst.

On the 2020 team, there are 
four seniors, seven juniors and 
nine sophomores.

Seniors are: Saylor Moore, 
Chloe Scott, Delaney Eakins, 
Piper Grooms and Olivia 
Fliehman.

Juniors are: Faith Morrison, 
McKenna Snow, Ali Cusic, 
Laura Robinson, McKenna 
Casto, Kennedy Kelley and 
Madison Johnson.

Sophomores are: Averey 
Cockerill, Maddee Scott, 
Courtney Carter, Sara Daw-
son, Gracey Ferguson, Sophia 
Parson, Hillery Jacobs, McKin-
ley Kelley and Mary Pfeifer.

Captains of the 2020 team 
are Chloe Scott and Olivia 
Fliehman, Mace said.

The Record-Herald inter-
viewed Coach Mace on Aug. 
12. Due to a player testing 
positive for COVID-19, the 
Lady Panthers were just ready 
to have their first practice on 
Aug. 13.

“Unlike the professional 
level, we’re not keeping the 
kids in a bubble,” Mace said. 
“We had three girls who had 
been exposed to someone who 
tested positive. Out of those 
three, one of those came back 

with a positive test. By that 
time, it was almost past the 
two-week quarantine.

“The health department 
looked at us and did their trac-
ing,” Mace said. “They looked 
at how we did our practicing. 
They told the parents and the 
kids that it would be highly 
unlikely that it would have 
spread at our practices, the 
way we have everything set up 
with the protocols.

“They ended up not quar-
antining anyone,” Mace said. 
“With our internal rules and 
the guidelines set down by the 
State, if there is a positive test 
in your program, they want 
you to take two weeks off, so 
you can monitor the kids and 
make sure it wasn’t passed 
along. Some of our girls 
weren’t even there the day the 
girl who tested positive was.

“In our situation, everything 
was done precautionary,” 
Mace said. “Apparently, we 
were doing everything cor-
rectly. I spoke with the health 
department and they said we 
were at extremely low risk 
with the way we were doing 
things.

“Fortunately for us, our kids 
are all healthy and we’ve been 
approved to start back up,” 

Mace said on Aug. 12. “That 
made me feel better, because, 
we are following all of the pro-
tocols. The health department 
told the school that we were 
doing things the right way.”

Mace reflected a bit on last 
season and the challenge of 
the 2020 season.

“Our seniors did an awe-
some job last year of, not only 
setting a good foundation for 
us, but they led the other kids 
in all the right ways,” Mace 
said. “It was pretty cool to 
be a part of. The seniors did 
all of the little things and the 
things behind the scenes that 
need to be done to help the 
team finally take that step up 
from being runner-up to being 

champions.
“Hopefully everything keeps 

moving forward and we get to 
play our season,” Mace said. 
“I think the (other teams in 
the FAC) will be similar to last 
year.

“The number one team to 
beat will be Chillicothe,” Mace 
said. Miami Trace lost to the 
Lady Cavs twice last year, but 
Chillicothe lost once to Wash-
ington and once to McClain 
for its two FAC setbacks.

“We haven’t beaten them 
yet,” Mace said. “We’re hoping 
to make that change this year.

“I think Washington Court 
House and Jackson have 
always been right in the thick 
of things, too.

“McClain has been get-
ting better and better,” Mace 
said. “I was surprised they 
didn’t finish better last year. It 
seemed like everybody would 
stumble at the wrong time. 
Even Chillicothe stumbled a 
couple of times. They beat 
us twice, but allowed us to 
finished tied with them for the 
co-championship.

“The league is getting a 
little more equal, across the 
board,” Mace said. “Going 
into it this year, I don’t think 
there’s a clear-cut favorite. 
Home games are going to be 

Courtesy photo
2020 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); 
Avery Cockerill, Faith Morrison, Saylor Moore, Olivia Fliehman, Chloe Scott, 
Delaney Eakins, Piper Grooms, McKenna Snow, Maddee Scott; (back, l-r); 
Courtney Carter, Ali Cusic, Sara Dawson, Gracey Ferguson, Laura Robinson, 
Sophia Parsons, Hillery Jacobs, McKenna Casto, McKinley Kelley, Mary 
Pfeifer, Kennedy Kelley, Madison Johnson.

See MT VOLLEYBALL | 14

Good Luck 
To All Of The  2019 Fall Sports Participants
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Washington C.H., OH 43160
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Crusaders ready to volley

By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

The Fayette Christian 
School varsity volleyball team 
has a roster of ten athletes for 
the 2020 season.

Kiera Granger returns for 
her second year as varsity 
head coach.

“The first year went really 
well. I actually coached both 
teams,” said Granger. “It was 
a lot, but it was a learning 
year for them and for me as a 
first-time coach.”

The two teams she 
coached her first year were 
the junior high and the var-
sity volleyball teams. This 
year, coach Julie Peterson 
returned to coach the junior 
high team, which will allow 
Granger to focus on the var-
sity.

“I feel a lot more comfort-

able this year going into it, 
just taking what I learned last 
year and making it even bet-
ter for this year,” explained 
Granger.

Last season went well for 
the Crusaders as they fin-
ished 10-6 and took second 
place in the Buckeye Chris-
tian School Organization 
(BCSO) division two tourna-
ment.

This season, leadership is 
looking promising.

“We just have a really good 
group of girls. They work 
well together, they all get 
along,” said Granger.

Seniors on the team this 
year include Cherokee Lofi-
no, Lilly Russi and Stephanie 
Stollings. This is Stollings 
first year playing.

“Our returning seniors, 
Cherokee Lofino and Lilly 

Courtesy photo
2020 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ryleigh 
Tooill, Stephanie Stollings, Makenna Granger, Cherokee Lofino; (back, l-r); Lilly 
Russi, Letisha Knepp, Allison Barker, Katelynn Crichton and Megan Sheeter. Not 
pictured: Hannah Fuller.

Best 
wishes for 
a safe and 
successful 
season, 
Blue Lions! 
Fight with 
PRIDE!
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Russi, are consistent serv-
ers and back row passers,” 
explained Granger.

Juniors include Katelynn 
Crichton, Makenna Granger 
and Megan Sheeter.

Sophomores include Han-
nah Fuller, Letisha Knepp 
and Ryleigh Tooill.

The only freshman on 
the team this year is Allison 
Barker.

According to Granger, 
Makenna Granger and 
Ryleigh Tooill are the setters, 
Letisha Knepp and Katelynn 
Crichton will be the power 
hitters, and Allison Barker is 
a consistent back row player.

“All the girls have posi-
tive attitudes and work well 
together as a team,” wrote 
Granger in an email.

Granger believes their 
biggest challenger this sea-

son will be Dayton Temple 
Christian, although they 
won’t be the main challeng-
ing aspect of the season.

“I think this season is just 
going to be challenging deal-
ing with COVID. Hopefully 
we have a season, and we all 
stay healthy. That’s the thing 
I am probably the most 
worried about — if we’ll 
have a season,” explained 
Granger. “There are just so 
many unknowns, and we’ve 
already had one school, 
our very first game on the 
schedule, that had to cancel, 
because they’re not playing 
any games before Labor Day 
— which is when they’ll re-
evaluate.”

The team began practice 
in early August and is adjust-
ing well to changes.

“The health and safety of 

everybody, making sure we 
are following all the right 
protocols and doing the 
things we need to do as a 
school and as a team to keep 
everybody safe and healthy 
— that’s our main priority,” 
said Granger.

A few of the new proto-
cols include taking tem-
peratures of the athletes 
every time they enter the 
doors, attempting to social 
distance whenever possible, 
and doing extra cleaning 
and sanitizing after every 
practice.

“I just want all the girls 
to really come together as 
a team and learn and grow 
together. I do think this 
group of girls will do really 
well with that,” explained 
Granger. “We’re looking for-
ward to a good season.“

We are a global leader dedicated to prolong
the life of heat exchangers by producing

OEM quality replacement parts 
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Kim Schirtzinger is back for her seventh 
season as head coach of the Miami Trace 
girls tennis team.

Miami Trace tied for second place in the 
Frontier Athletic Conference last year with 
Jackson, each with a record of 4-4.

Chillicothe won the FAC, going 8-0.
Washington went 3-5 and Hillsboro fin-

ished last year’s conference schedule 0-8.
Members of the Class of 2020, Anita 

Pursell and Cameron Bucher were both 
First Team, All-FAC last season for Miami 
Trace.

Other seniors last year were: Bayley 
Thompson, Kyleigh Slone, Haiven Pepper, 
Makenzie Seyfang and Shania Peters.

“I defeintely think the uncertainty is the 
hardest part,” Schirtzinger said. “I talk to 
the girls about this pretty much every day. 
We are approved right now, but tomor-
row that may change.” The Record-Herald 
spoke with Coach Schirtzinger on Aug. 6.

“We are just trying to get by as best we 
can and have a fun season,” Schirtzinger 
said. “I have a really good group of girls 
who I think are going to have fun, no mat-
ter what. We’re just trying to go day-by-
day and get through.”

Schirtzinger said she has 16 players on 
the roster for the 2020 season, with one 
other player a possibility.

There is one senior: Savannah Wisecup.
“This is her fourth year playing,” 

Schirtzinger said. “She played second dou-
bles last year (with Kenzie Seyfang) and 
they went undefeated in the conference. 
Savannah will plays singles this year.”

Miami Trace has five juniors on the ros-
ter: Dee Page, Kendall Elliott, Riley Cruea, 
Alex King and Emma Seyfang.

This is the third year on the team for all 

five, Schirtzinger said.
The sophomores are: Jenna Goddard, 

Maddie Frye and Lindsey Carter.
The seven freshmen on the team are: 

Hallie Sword, Caitlin Davis, Jacinta Pet-
tit, Raelin Pepper, Audrie Musser, Allie 
Stoughton and Brooklyn Riggs.

The Player of the Year in the FAC, 
Abbey Sims-Clark of Chillicothe, returns, 
according to Schirtzinger.

“I think Chillicothe has a gigantic advan-
tage because they acquired the racket club 
over there,” Schirtzinger said. “So, they 
can play all year. It’s going to be a little 
hard to compete with that, unfortunately.” 
Their having that facility makes a “huge 
difference,” Schirtzinger said. 

“(We are) a brand new team this year,” 
Schirtzinger said. “Even though the girls 
who will probably make up our team all 

played last year. That helps us a little bit.
“Court House lost their second singles 

(player) and their first doubles team,” 
Schirtzinger said. “Their first singles 
(Brooklyn Foose) is very good. She’ll be 
tough to beat. I think we’ll be okay with 
them.”

A lot of teams will not have the numbers 
that Miami Trace has, Schirtzinger said.

“That’s another thing that is difficult,” 
Schirtzinger said. “The j-v (often times) 
has nobody to play.”

Getting ready for the season was dif-
ficult at times, Schirtzinger said. “It was 
kind of hard at the beginning, because you 
didn’t know (if there was going to be a 
season) and the girls put a lot of time into 
it.

“It is worth it to make their lives a bit 
more normal,” Schirtzinger said.

MT tennis has new varsity line-up

Photo by Downtown Photo
2020 MIAMI TRACE TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Raelin Pepper Lindsey Elliott (assistant coach), Hallie 
Sword, Brooklyn Riggs, Alex King, Riley Cruea, Jenna Goddard, Kendall Elliott, Kim Schirtzinger (head 
coach), Caitlin Davis; (back, l-r); Allie Stoughton, Dee Page, Jacinta Pettit, Maddie Frye, Emma Seyfang 
and Audrie Musser. Not pictured: Savannah Wisecup and Lindsey Elliott.

important. Teams will have to protect 
their home court. Then, whoever can pick 
up more (road) games will end up being 

the champion.
“It’s a little more wide-open, compared 

to other years, as far as who can win it,” 
Mace said. “We all graduated some good 
kids and we all have some good kids 
returning. This year, it could be anybody’s 
championship. Chillicothe having won it 
three years in a row, it’s kind of theirs to 

lose. The rest of us are trying to take it 
away.

“I don’t expect there to be an undefeated 
FAC champion,” Mace said. “I think we’ll 
take turns, on the right day and the right 
time, of beating each other. I really see 
two or three teams being able (to win the 
FAC). It could be an interesting season.”

From page 11

MT Volleyball
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Lady Lions looking for players to step up

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Samantha Bihl (formerly 
Leach) is back for her fourth 
season as the head coach of the 
Washington High School girls 
tennis team in 2020.

Chillicothe has fairly domi-
nated play in the Frontier Ath-
letic Conference, as it enters its 
fourth season.

The Lady Cavaliers went 8-0 
last year in the FAC.

Miami Trace and Jackson 
tied at 4-4, while the Lady 
Lions finished with a confer-
ence record of 3-5 and Hills-
boro went 0-8.

Washington had three 
seniors on the team in 2019: 
Sydnie Hall, Payton Maddux 
and Shawna Conger.

Hall was a District qualifier 
in 2019 and 2018.

“Sydnie is an extremely-
talented player,” Bihl said. “She 
didn’t lose a match in league 
play as a junior and as a senior. 
She played first doubles.

“Payton Maddux played first 
doubles for us,” Bihl said. “Pay-
ton also was a District qualifier.

“Shawna qualified for the 
District tournament, as well,” 
Bihl said. “Those three were all 
great leaders. So, we’re kind of 
in a rebuilding season.

“A lot of kids are having to 
step up and play positions that 
they haven’t played before,” 
Bihl said. “We have one return-
ing senior: Brooklyn Foose. 
She was our first singles player 
last year and will be this year. 
She also qualified to the Dis-
trict tournament last year. She 
had a great run last year in the 
postseason. We’re really excited 
about her and seeing what she’s 
going to do.

“Last year she got a lot of 
experience playing on the 
first singles court,” Bihl said. 
“She’s improved a lot over the 
off-season. She’ll be extremely 

competitive this year.
“We have Mei Kobayashi, 

(Washington’s other senior) 
who played third singles last 
year,” Bihl said. “This year 
she might look to play more 
doubles. We don’t really have 
our line-up completely set at 
this point. This is Mei’s second 
year on the varsity.”

The Record-Herald inter-
viewed Bihl on Aug. 12.

“Usually we figure that out 
early in the first few matches 
of the season, where everyone 
is going to play,” Bihl said. 
“We have one junior, Joshalynn 
Worth. This is her second year 
on the team. She played second 
doubles for us last year. It’s nice 
to have Joshalynn returning 
because she has varsity experi-
ence from last year.”

Washington has five sopho-
mores: Addy Newsome, Sofia 
Siscoe, Hannah Barrett, Abby 
Rose and Abby Wilson.

“Addy played second doubles 
last year,” Bihl said. “She’ll play 
singles this year.

“Sofia was a reserve player 
for us last year,” Bihl said. 
“This is Hannah’s second year 
on the team.”

2020 will be Rose and Wil-
son’s first year of playing ten-
nis, Bihl noted.

There is one freshman on the 
team: Macy Mahorney.

“This (the week of Aug. 10) 
is the first week of tennis for 
Macy, ever,” Bihl said. “We 
have a lot of girls for whom 

tennis is new. There is a lot 
of learning taking place; just 
trying to get everyone comfort-
able.

“Because of COVID, there 
are a lot of restrictions,” Bihl 
said. “We’re just doing our 
best. I think tennis is fortunate 
in that we are classified as a 
non-contact sport. There are a 
lot of restrictions, but a lot less 
than the contact sports have. 
With that being said, it has still 
been difficult, the disruption 
of our normal routines. It cer-
tainly has been a challenge.

“Our kids have been great,” 
Bihl said. “They’ve adjusted to 
what we’ve asked of them. They 
haven’t complained. I think 
they’re just really excited to be 
out on the tennis courts and 
have the opportunity to play.”

Photo by Downtown Photo
2020 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); head 
coach Samantha Bihl, Abby Rose, Brooklyn Foose, Mei Kobayashi, Addy 
Newsome, assistant coach Seth Leach; (back, l-r); Abby Wilson, Macy 
Mahorney, Joshalynn Worth, Hannah Barrett and Sofia Siscoe.

See LIONS TENNIS | 21
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

“Time flies,” Jeff Smallwood 
said, when asked what year it 
was for him as head coach of 
the Miami Trace cross country 
team.

“This will be my eighth year,” 
Smallwood said.

Smallwood was asked about 
running a cross country pro-
gram in the time of COVID.

“Obviously, it’s nothing that 
we’ve ever seen,” Smallwood 
said. “It’s a whole different 
type of season and year. You 
know what? The thing that I’ve 
noticed is the kids are more 
accepting of what they need to 
do in order to have a season.”

The Record-Herald spoke 
with Smallwood on Aug. 12.

“They show up for practice 
and I take their temperature,” 
Smallwood said. “I haven’t had 
one kid complain. These kids 
want things to get back to nor-
mal. They are more accepting 
of doing what needs to be done 
than most adults.”

What about the 2019 season?
“The boys ended up runners-

up in the FAC (Frontier Ath-
letic Conference),” Smallwood 
said. Caleb Brannigan, Henry 
DeBruin and Bo Little were 
First Team, All-FAC in 2019.

“We fell short against Chilli-
cothe, which is quite the jug-
gernaut,” Smallwood said. “If I 
remember correctly, Chillicothe 
and ourselves had 13 of the 
top 14 finishers (at the league 
meet). It was a two-team race, 
for sure.”

Seniors last year were Henry 
DeBruin, Simon DeBruin, 
Matthew Warner, and for the 
girls’ team, Sayler Preston, 
Laikyn Hughes, Lilly Litteral, 
Devan Thomas, Hazen Jacobs, 
Kylie Pettit, Hayley Lucas and 
Aubrey McCoy.

“Kylie Pettit is a big loss for 
us,” Smallwood said. “She’s in 

the Navy now, so, she’s doing 
great things. Aubrey McCoy 
and Lilly Litteral were great.”

Seniors this year are: Bo 
Little, Mcale Callahan, Caleb 
Brannigan and Graham Carson.

“Bo really put in the work 
over the summer,” Smallwood 
said. “He ran over 400 miles 

this summer.
“I expect big things out of 

Mcale,” Smallwood said. “He’s 
recovering from shoulder sur-
gery (from an injury during the 
past wrestling season). He’s 
going to do great. Mcale’s the 
leader of that crew. He kind of 
keeps them all in line.

“Caleb is another six-year 
guy,” Smallwood said. “He’s an 
all-league runner.

“Graham is a senior,” Small-
wood said. “Graham is a wres-
tler and a leadership-type of 
guy. His first year on the team 
was last year.

“As of right now (Aug. 12) 
I do not have a senior on the 
girls’ team,” Smallwood said. 
“We’ve got Mallory Conklin, a 
junior; she’s been running since 
seventh grade.

“Meghan Cory is a sopho-
more,” Smallwood said. “She’s 
going to be great.

“Kaelin Pfeifer (a sopho-
more) is running for us this 
year,” Smallwood said. “She 
was with Washington High 
School last year. She’s really put 
in a lot of miles this summer.”

Junior high numbers were 
down from last year, at least 
at the time the Record-Herald 
spoke with Smallwood. He is 
hoping to add to those numbers 
once school starts.

Cole Little and Isaiah Reis-
inger return to cross country. 
They ran previously, but did 
not compete in cross country as 
freshmen, Smallwood said.

“We have a freshman, Eli 
Fleihman, who will be battling 
for a spot on the District team,” 
Smallwood said. “When we 
have to limit our runners.”

Smallwood said he sees a 
two-team race, on the boys’ 
side, between defending 
champs Chillicothe and the 
Panthers.

At the time of the interview 
with Smallwood, there were 
five on the girls team. Small-
wood said he was hoping to 
add two or three more.

“I’m interested to coach up 
Kaelin,” Smallwood said. “Also, 
Mallory Conklin, she’s been on 
the cusp of being right there for 
all-league honors. I think this 
will be the year she’ll be able to 
break through and achieve that.”

More challenges ahead for MT cross country

2020 MIAMI TRACE BOYS HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS 
COUNTRY TEAMS — (seated, l-r); Justin Everhart, Connor Hostetler, Max 
Trimble, Justin Robinson, Christian Rossiter, Lucas King; (middle, l-r); head 
coach Jeff Smallwood, Bryce Warner, Bryce Bennett, Connor Bucher, Isaiah 
Reisinger, Cole Little, Jadon Rowe; (back, l-r); Graham Carson, Eli Fliehman, 
Caleb Brannigan, Fletcher Havens and Bo Little. Not pictured: Mcale 
Callahan, Lyndon Phillips and Joshua Lewis.

Photos by Downtown Photo
2020 MIAMI TRACE GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS 
COUNTRY TEAMS — (front, l-r); head coach Jeff Smallwood, K’lynn Cornell, 
Gabbi Thoroman, Kamikal Bennett; (back, l-r); Lillee Joseph, Zoey Blanton, 
Meghan Cory, Lorelei King and Mallory Conklin. Not pictured: Kaelin Pfeifer, 
Annabella Sczerbiak and Amberly Sczerbiak.
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who have said, ‘I can’t be at 
practice this week, so and so 
is sick.’ Not that they’ve tested 
positive, not that they’ve tested 
negative, it’s just that caution. 
As coaches we have told them 
if you have a symptom, it’s 
step one. The next question 
is do you know someone or 
have you been in contact with 
someone who may have had 

it. Take a week, take a couple 
days. Even my own daughter, 
I had to keep her home for a 
week. Every practice, the girls 
come in and they’re masked 
up from the time they get out 
of the car until the time we 
start warm-ups. We have an 
electronic thermometer at the 
gate. Thank God I’m dealing 
with girls who have common 
sense because they’ve been 
told, if you have any of these 
symptoms, don’t come.”

The Lady Blue Lions have 
one four-year letterman on this 

year’s team, senior Arianna 
Heath. Last year, Chambers 
made the decision to move her 
from a mid-field attacker to a 
center back defender.

“I truly think she has poten-
tial to get small school looks 
for that position,” Chambers 
aid. “She is really smart about 
tracking girls down. That was 
her first year in that position 
and learning how to take 
angles. We’ve told her, ‘Your 
job is not to steal the ball, 
turn it around and flip it back. 
Your job is to create a diver-

sion, stop them from getting a 
breakaway goal. And to slow 
it down so you can get some 
help.’”

Heath was a First Team, All-
District player last year.

Chloe Lovett, a junior for-
ward, was one of the team’s 
highest scorers and highest 
point-getters in her freshman 
year.

“She had some hip issues 
last year, but we’re hoping for 
some big things from her,” said 

Blue Lion boys hope to make Regionals

By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

Although numbers are down so far 
this season, the Washington High 
School cross country teams are ready to 
hit the ground running.

Coach again this season is Ryan Day, 
marking his sixth year as coach for cross 
county — although he has coached in 
other areas, including girls and boys bas-
ketball, for several years as well.

Other than coaching, Day is an Hon-
ors American and European History 
teacher for Washington High School.

“We have great numbers on the boys 
side, and we’re struggling with the other 
team on the girls side,” said Day.

Although they are struggling with 
numbers, when it comes to strong lead-
ership, team members to watch for this 
season include Cloe Copas, Caden Hott 
and Karson Runk.

Of those three, “Hott has really devel-
oped into a leader by his effort and dedi-
cation,” according to Day.

Copas is a senior on the girls team. 
Hott is a senior on the boys team while 
Runk is a junior.

Other members on the girls team 
includes senior Diya Patel, junior Mia 
Moats and sophomore Maggie Copas.

The boys team has 15 members in 
total. Aside from Hott and Runk, the 
team includes:

Seniors Reilly Downing, Preston 

Hines and Chase Mallow; Juniors Jack 
Mead, Jaedan Meriweather, Mac Miller 
and Luke Rader; Sophomores Brayden 
May and Jonah Waters; Freshmen Trace 
Bartruff, Nathan Upthegrove, Isaiah 
Wightman and Bevin Wilson.

The first meet (as of Aug. 12) is 
planned for Aug. 26 at Greenfield. There 
are 13 meets total this season, although 
the schedule is subject to change.

As for a main goal for the season, the 
boys team is aiming to advance to the 

Regional meet.
For the girls team, Day explained  

they would like for Copas to qualify for 
State, which almost occured last season 
for her.

“Cloe had great individual success,” 
explained Day.

Although it is unknown how the sea-
son will go at this point, precautions are 
being taken and followed to keep team 
members healthy while practicing for 
future meets.

Photo by Downtown Photography
2020 WASHINGTON BLUE LION CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (front, l-r); Mia Moats, Diya Patel, Maggie 
Copas, Cloe Copas; (middle, l-r); Nathan Upthegrove, head coach Ryan Day, Brayden May, Trace Bartruff, 
Karson Runk, Jack Mead, Caden Hott, Preston Hines, coach Louis Reid, Isaiah Wightman; (back, l-r); 
Jaedan Meriweather, Luke Rader, Reilly Downing, Chase Mallow and Mac Miller. Not pictured: Bevin 
Wilson and Jonah Waters.

From page 7

Lady Lions
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MT girls golf to defend FAC title

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Miami Trace girls golf coach Todd Wal-
lace is entering his third year for the pro-
gram and said recently he is focusing on 
the team’s “short game,” mechanics.

“Practices are going well so far,” Wal-
lace said in an email. “In practice we focus 
on short game mechanics and strategy. 
We feel like that is the area we can most 
control. Our main focus is two putts, and 
avoid the three-putts. We don’t want to 
give up pars going after birdies, or give 
up birdies going for eagles. We played in 
a few invitationals the last few weeks and 
those are really practice for us to gear up 
to the season. We had some really good 
performances across the team, the team 
stepped up and shot really well. We are 
not where we want to be, but we are hit-
ting our marks weekly.”

When asked about stand-out players for 
2020, coach Wallace said most teams have 
an, “A,” player.

“We have a, ‘1a and 1b,’ that switch 
positions between being the number one 
and two, they finished last season a half 
a stroke apart in their averages,” Wallace 
said. “Libby Aleshire is coming in as the 
defending FAC Player of the Year, two-
time All-FAC team, 2020 All-District team 
and Alyssa Butler returns as runner-up 
low medalist at the District tournament 
where she faced off against a senior from 
Warren to advance to State and lost in a 
sudden victory hole.”

Butler is also a two-time All-FAC team 
member and was All-District in 2019.

“Both kids have swagger about their 
game,” Wallace said. “It really depends on 
the course who is going to score better.”

Additionally, Wallace said the team has 
two seniors this year. First is Destinee 
Butcher who came in three years ago with 
no prior golf experience and has really 
developed a nice game in a short time. 
The coach said not only is she a good golf-
er, she is an exceptional young lady who 
is very well-mannered and just a pleasure 
to be around.

“We also have Taylor Moore, this is her 
second year with our team,” Wallace said. 
“Taylor is beginning to get a consistent 
swing and really enjoys the social interac-
tion golf provides. Coaching Taylor is a 

hoot. You never know what she is going 
to say but she always gives it her all. One 
of the challenges of coaching is develop-
ing relationships with the kids and then 
watching them move on. These two are 
great kids that will do amazing things 
when they graduate.”

In total, the team has eight on the ros-
ter: two seniors, three juniors, two sopho-
mores, and a freshmen. The third junior 
Makayla Barnes is what Wallace calls 
their wild card player as she can sneak in 
a low round under the radar very easily.

“Our two sophomores, Mara Simonson 
and Kelsey Pettit, are really stepping up 
and putting in the work to get better,” 
Wallace said. “I look for them to be a big 
part of our season heading into next year 
and will be major contributors this year. 
Our freshman, Sarah Warner, will be solid 
by the end of the year and we look for her 
to be really competitive coming into the 
next season. We try not to put too much 
pressure on our younger players as the 
program develops so they have the room 
to establish good golfing habits such as 
their swings, putting strokes, and even 
course etiquette.”

Last season the team was able to get 
through the league schedule undefeated 
and take third at Districts. Wallace said 
he expects Chillicothe will be strong this 
year as they had a young team last season 
and their kids have been putting in a good 
bit of work over the summer.

“McClain is going to be strong this year 
riding on senior Bri Weller who has a very 
solid game,” Wallace said. “Looking ahead 
we are going to be competing at Section-
als with Marietta that is loaded with 

seniors, Logan with a younger but very 
competitive team. It will be a good season 
as far as competition for our kids. This is 
my third year as head coach and we have 
had two really solid seasons. The team 
goal this year is to qualify for the State 
tournament. Personally, I want the kids to 
have fun and give it their best every time 
they step on the course. As a coach it real-
ly is more than wins and losses, its about 
watching kids develop into young adults 
from being dropped off to driving.”

Wallace said they are currently follow-
ing guidelines developed by the FAC, and 
Miami Trace Schools such as temperature 
taking, symptom evaluations and distanc-
ing. He explained that golf is a game of 
distance by nature so it’s not hard to natu-
rally distance. The big thing for the kids 
this year — he said — is not removing 
the flag stick.

“It is a change and something that has 
come with some growing pains,” Wallace 
said. “We try to do our best with sanitizer 
use and not sharing clubs. We are just 
thankful for a season. I want to say that it 
takes a lot of pieces to have a good team. 
We have good parents that support the 
girls in matches and with making sure 
they have everything they need. I know 
there are some nights we don’t get home 
until late and some days the rounds are 
long but our parents are always there.

“I would also like to give a shout out to 
the guys at The Greens that play everyday, 
and have watched my kids grow,” Wallace 
said. “These guys are some of my girls’ 
biggest fans and are always encouraging 

Courtesy photo
2020 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS GOLF TEAM — (l-r); Destinee Butcher, Makayla Barnes, Libby 
Aleshire, Mara Simonson, Kelsey Pettit and Sara Warner. Not pictured: Taylor Moore.

See MT GIRLS GOLF | 20
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Lyons looking forward to golf season

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Derrick Lyons, the head 
coach of the Washington 
Court House Blue Lion Girls 
Golf team said recently that 
practices are progressing and 
he is continuing to try and 
grow the program.

“Practices have been going 
very well,” Lyons said. “We 
officially began practicing 
August 1, but we held ‘open 
course’ sessions on Wednes-
days during the summer 
and also participated in two 
training sessions with Sharon 
Sims in Greenfield. Sharon, an 
LPGA teaching professional, 
was a tremendous help, espe-
cially with our new golfers.”

Lyons said that he currently 
has no seniors on the team 
but juniors Taylor Hixson and 
Savannah Osborne were on 
the first-ever Lady Lions golf 
team two years ago. As third-
year golfers, these two are 
being looked to for leadership 
on and off the course. Junior 
Kaitlyn Coder is in her second 
year of golf, and so far she 
appears to be ready to take a 
huge step forward this year 
for us.

“We have six on the team 
this year, five juniors and one 
freshman,” Lyons said. “As 
for building the program, the 
girls themselves are recruit-
ing friends. I teach eighth 
grade, so I am talking up high 
school golf to my students. 
There aren’t a lot of kids these 
days taking up golf, especially 
among girls, so anything we 
can do to grow the game will 
help us all.”

As a start-up program (now 
in its third year), Lyons said 
the team tries to be reason-
able about their goals. Many 
of the girls had never picked 
up a golf club prior to joining 
the team, so for him, coaching 

largely consists of teaching the 
basics of the game and helping 
them develop their lifelong 
love of the game.

“We did record the first win 
in our program’s history last 
year at Sectionals as we beat 
another full squad,” Lyons 
said. “We’d like to build upon 
that for this year. As a team, 
we want to be more competi-
tive in the FAC (Frontier Ath-
letic Conference, now in it’s 
fourth season of existence).

“We think we are capable 
of beating some more teams 
this year, either in our smaller 
matches or back at the Sec-
tional tournament,” Lyons 
said. “I think we have three 
girls that have a chance to 
score well enough to qualify 
for All-League, if they can stay 
consistent. It will be tough, 
as Coach (Todd) Wallace has 
something really special out 
there at Miami Trace with his 
team. Coach (Jarrod) Haines 
at McClain has some good 
golfers, and Coach (Jason) 
Fischer at Chillicothe is 
returning an All-League golfer 
among his team.”

Lyons said this is his second 
year as the girls golf coach, 
and he continues to try to 
build on what Coach (Kylie) 
Lanman began three years 
ago.

“Golf is unique in that you 
really aren’t competing in the 
traditional sense against an 
opponent,” Lyons said. “Rath-
er, you compete against the 
course and your own poten-
tial, then we add four scores 
together to determine a team 
win. Most people think of golf 
as a fun activity you do with 
your buddies, and that is what 
the girls are learning through 
the team. In our league match-
es, they play with the same 
girls from other schools most 
of the time, and they become 
golf “buddies” that get togeth-
er and play once a week. That 
is the ultimate goal I have for 
the girls—that they see golf 
as a way to connect to friends 
and family (and as something 
they) can do their whole 

lives. My favorite part of our 
summer sessions are seeing 
ladies out golfing together at 
the course. It is good that my 
girls see adult women playing 
golf together — hopefully it is 
something they stick with into 
adulthood.”

As for COVID-19 proce-
dures, Lyons said that golf 
is generally considered to be 
the safest sport, and it was 
allowed to continue as other 
things shut down. He contin-
ues to encourage the girls to 
distance themselves at the tees 
and greens, the two places 
during their rounds they are 
most likely to get close togeth-
er. Additionally, the team 
takes a bus rather than a van 
to keep distance during travel 
and Lyons wears a mask at all 
times when interacting with 
players, and the team wears 
masks on the bus.

Finally, with six golfers, 
Lyons said, “I don’t have any 
secondary coaches but the 
girls’ parents are always so 
helpful I guess they would 
be my unofficial secondary 
coaches.”

The information in this 
article was provided by Wash-
ington Court House Blue 
Lions head coach Derrick 
Lyons.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.

Courtesy photo
2020 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION GOLF TEAM — (l-r); Megan Smith, 
Kennedy Sutton, Taylor Hixson, Savannah Osborne, Ciara Coy and Kaitlyn 
Coder.
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and supportive when they see them on 
the course. That means a lot to me and 
our team.

“A big thanks to Marvin Larrick for 
being accommodating at the course for 
our practices and matches, with only 
being nine holes — a match shuts the 

course down and that’s lost revenue,” 
Wallace said. “I appreciate his commit-
ment to junior golf. And last but not 
least, my wife, Tracy. She puts up with 
my long nights, listening to videos, and 
endures me talking through the kids 
rounds everyday.”

The information in this article was 
provided by head coach Todd Wallace

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on Twitter 
@MartiTheNewsGuy.

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Miami Trace boys golf coach 
Rob Smith said his program 
has grown again this year 
and is hoping to help build 
the experience level the team 
has as they get into their fall 
season.

“It has been really good get-
ting the kids out here so far 
this year for practice,” Smith 
said. “I haven’t seen these kids 
since March and I think they 
are excited about being able to 
do something, getting back — 
even though it’s not normal — 
it’s at least something.”

Smith said this is especially 
true for golf as it is a little more 
normal than what probably 
football or some of the other 
fall sports are going through 
right now.

“At least we can go out, relax 
and play some golf,” Smith 
said. “We are one of the sports 
right now that can play match-
es and do things. I think the 
kids have realized what they 
have lost, what has been taken 
away and now they are excited 
to be able to play games and 
enjoy themselves.”

The head coach explained 
that the team is adhering to 
the social distancing rules and 
said when they go to the tee 
box there will be masks on, 

but the players are able to take 
them down when they are out 
playing.

“Our rules are a little easier 
than what some of the other 
sports will be,” Smith said. 
“Even during this whole pan-
demic people have been golfing 
everywhere. If there is a silver 
lining for any sports it’s golf 
because the golf courses have 
been packed this summer. We 
had a few kids get out and play 
on their own this summer but 
we didn’t have any organized 
work outs because we weren’t 
sure what was going to hap-

pen. A few of them have and 
we are still a work in progress. 
We have a lot of guys that are 
still first and second-year golf-
ers.”

Smith said this year numbers 
are really good, as the team is 
up to 14 kids after having 12 
last year. Smith believes that 
with the pandemic the kids 
are returning to golf a little bit 
as some of the players got to 
enjoy golf with their parents 
and some of them have come 
out because they just simply 
enjoy the game.

“Off the top of my head, 

we have three seniors, three 
juniors and the rest are sopho-
mores or freshmen, so we are 
relatively young,” Smith said. 
“I like the mix we have because 
we are looking to build the pro-
gram. It’s always been a good 
program, but we lost some kids 
when I first came on and previ-
ously Miami Trace was really 
good in golf, but now we have 
kids who are just learning the 
game so we are trying to build 
it. This is a year we may still 
struggle a little bit, but I have 
been happy with how the kids 
are looking so far.”

“As I told two of my guys 
who will be my top two for the 
first match, the best four scores 
count so don’t panic if another 
guy in your group on the other 
team is shooting a great score, 
you just need to compete and 
score the best you can score,” 
Smith said. “That is where we 
are right now, we aren’t worry-
ing about our top guys beating 
their top guys, we just set a 
goal each time out to get bet-
ter. I am looking forward to the 
year and I think the guys are 
as well.”

The information in this 
article was provided by Miami 
Trace Boys Golf head coach 
Rob Smith.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.

Smith pleased with team’s progress

Photo by Downtown Photo
2020 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS GOLF TEAM — (front, l-r); Jace Parrish, 
Kaden Noble, Lucas Cornett, Blaine Williams; (middle, l-r); Coach Rob Smith, 
Brady Armstrong, Christian Porter, Bryce Eggleton, Gavin Cowden, Simon 
Thornburg; (back, l-r); Kylar Adkins, Dylin Farley, Kyler Batson, and Colin 
Farens.

From page 18

MT Girls Golf
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Blue Lion boys golf faces competitive season

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Practices continue to go 
well for the Washington Court 
House boys golf team as they 
prepare for a rather competi-
tive season according to head 
coach Shannon Bartruff.

“Practice has been fine, 
we started in mid-July and 
normally practice four days a 
week,” Bartruff said recently 
in an email. “We are blessed 
that the new management at 
The Greens of Fayette County 
have been very hospitable and 
allowed us to get out a lot.”

The coach said this year the 
team is quite full with a roster 
of 15 golfers. These include 
four seniors — Cameron John-
son and Brock Carter who are 
going into their second year 
of golf and Ty Rose and Brice 
Cartwright as four-year letter-
men.

“Ty and Brice have both 
been working hard in practice 
and have had a nice start to 
the season,” Bartruff said. “We 
need them to be great leaders. 
We have three juniors: Drew 
Ferguson who is going into his 
second year and first-year golf-
ers Garrett DeWees and Ryan 
Elrich. The lone sophomore 
is Blake Walker and this is his 
first year as well.

“The rest of the squad are 
freshmen John Wall, Garrett 
Wahl, Luke Crabtree, Blake 

Bagheri, J.D. Liston, Logan 
Miller and Collin McVeigh,” 
Bartruff said. “Our starting var-
sity lineup will be Rose, Cart-
wright, Ferguson, Wall, Wahl 
and Crabtree but this will be 
a fluid lineup as junior-varsity 
players will have the opportu-
nity to challenge varsity players 
for positions.”

Bartruff said this year the 
league should be fairly competi-
tive with Hillsboro as probably 
the front-runner right now. Last 
year Jackson won the league 
and the head coach believes 
they will again be solid and the 
rest of the league will have to 
play well to be competitive.

“I think we have the chance 
to really surprise some teams 
in the league because our 
young guys can play,” Bartruff 
said. “We have a much more 

competitive roster this year 
which I love. I love the fact 
that guys can’t just show up 
and play varsity golf; they have 
to earn it. Last year we only 
had six golfers, so everyone by 
default played on the varsity 
team. That is not the case this 
year. In our league, every team 
shows up on the same date at 
the same course. We all play 
the other team’s course once 
and then keep track of records 
at each match so it should be a 
competitive season.”

Bartruff — who said he was 
in his 12th year coaching var-
sity golf — doesn’t have goals 
that fluctuate much from year 
to year. He said golf is a game 
of integrity, honesty and class.

“That is what is most 

important to me — how do 
our young men act when they 
are faced with adversity and 
golf is a sport that inflicts a 
lot of adversity,” Bartruff said. 
“I mean, don’t get me wrong, 
I’m as competitive as anyone, I 
want our guys to play great and 
we want to win, but the life les-
sons of golf are more important 
to me. This is a great game and 
a game that they can play for 
the rest of their lives. I want 
them to respect the game and 
conduct themselves in a man-
ner that their families, our 
school and our community can 
be proud of.”

Finally, Bartruff said, “Thank 
you to The Greens,” and simply 
said they follow all OHSAA 
and Washington Court House 
City Schools COVID protocols.

“I want to again thank The 
Greens of Fayette County for 
their cooperation and hospital-
ity this summer and fall,” Bar-
truff said. “We literally couldn’t 
play without them. I’m excited 
to see our young players grow, 
I’m excited to see our newcom-
ers learn and grow to enjoy the 
game more and I look forward 
to great leadership from our 
upperclassmen.”

The information in this 
article was courtesy of Shan-
non Bartruff.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.

Photo by Christy Wall
2020 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS GOLF TEAM — (front, l-r); Blake 
Walker, John Wall, Luke Crabtree, Collin McVeigh, Garrett Wahl, Logan Miller, 
J.D. Liston; (back, l-r); head coach Shannon Bartruff, Ty Rose, Brock Carter, 
Cameron Johnson, Brice Cartwright, Drew Ferguson and Ryan Elrich. Not 
pictured: Garrett DeWees and Blake Bagheri.

Washington had 10 players 
on the team last year and nine 
this year.

“There are a lot of sports 
for kids to choose from,” Bihl 
said. “We are happy with the 

kids that we have out, but we 
would love to see our numbers 
increase (in the future).”

Bihl’s brother, Seth Leach, 
returns for his third season as 
assistant coach.

“I’d say that Chillicothe will 
be the team to beat this year,” 
Bihl said. “They’ve traditionally 
been a powerhouse in girls ten-
nis in our league.”

From page 15
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Chambers. “We’re hoping 
that with some help, every-
one on opposing teams is 
not focused on her so that 
she can get some break-
aways.”

Chambers’s daughter, 
Addi, was a Second Team, 
All-District player last year 
as a forward and attack 
midfield.

“She is young but she’s 
strong,” Chambers said. 
“She was targeted by a lot 
of teams and will be so even 
more coming back this year. 
But she’s stronger and bet-
ter.”

Kassie Wiseman, a junior, 
was a back defender but has 
been moved to midfield.

“We’re expecting a lot of 
her as well as Maria Medina 
(a junior),” Chambers said. 
“We are expecting a lot out 
of the two of them in our 
midfield. We want to put 
a lot more pressure on the 
attack. We haven’t spent a 
lot of time on the attack and 
that tires out our defense. 
We have kind of beefed up 
our midfield to try to win 
balls at the midfield and 
keep them on the attack 
side.”

Jordan McCane, a  
sophomore, was an Honor-
able Mention, All-District 
player last year as a  

done. We’ve been knocking on 
the door.”

Williamson said that in 2021, 
the playoffs will expand to 
take the top 12 teams in each 
region.

The Blue Lions open at Min-
ford on Aug. 28.

Then, it’s into the FAC with 
a game at Chillicothe Sept. 4, 
followed by at Jackson Sept. 11, 
then home against Hillsboro on 
Sept. 18, McClain on Sept. 25 
and Miami Trace on Oct. 2.

The weekend of Oct. 9 and 
10 will be the first round of the 
playoffs.

“Jackson is the team to beat,” 
Williamson said of the FAC 
defending champions. “They 
are the class of the league. 
They have been until somebody 
de-thrones them. We finished 
second to them last year.”

Jackson was 5-0 in the FAC, 
followed by Washington (4-1), 
Chillicothe, 3-2, Miami Trace, 
2-3, Hillsboro, 1-4 and McClain, 
0-5.

“Chilllicothe is a very tal-
ented team,” Williamson said. 
“They’re going to be strong.

“Hillsboro has been up 
and down,” Williamson said. 
“Miami Trace, when we play 
them, the records don’t matter.”

Last year the Blue Lions won 
at Miami Trace, 40-33.

“Our kids just refused to quit 
in that game last year,” William-
son said.

“I believe we have six return-

ing starters on offense and 
seven on defense,” Williamson 
said. “Offensively, almost the 
entire offensive line is return-
ing. We return four of the five. 
We’re very excited about that 
group. Most of them are two 
or three-year starters. We have 
big expectations for them. Zek 
Watson, Sterling Smith, Chris 
Wilson, Cal Wightman and 
Ryan Barton.”

Wightman is a junior, the 
other four are seniors. The 
five combined have an average 
weight of 277 pounds.

“At the beginning of camp, 
they struggled a little bit,” Wil-
liamson said on Aug. 5. “The 
last two or three days, they’ve 
really turned it up a notch.”

“We’re ecstatic about our 
receiving corps,” Williamson 
said. “All four guys, they can 
play.”

These players are sophomore 
Calum Brown, sophomore 
Tanner Lemaster, sophomore 
A.J. Dallmayer and, in a two-
platoon situation, freshman 
Mason Coffman and sopho-
more Trevaughn Jackson.

“We have (senior) Ethan 
Rogers-Wright returning at 
quarterback,” Williamson said. 
“He’s gotten bigger and stron-
ger. His arm is stronger.

“Trevin Downing (senior) 
is moved to our running back 
spot,” Williamson said.

“Trent (Williamson, a son of 
Coach Williamson and Wash-
ington’s defensive coordinator 
and linebackers coach) has 
done a phenomenal job with 
that group,” Williamson said. 
“He has them playing at a  

high level.
“Alex Hamrick (senior) 

leads that group up front, he’s a 
returning starter,” Williamson 
said. “Tyler Tackage (junior) 
is a returning starter. Rishaun 
Burns (junior) has just been 
phenomenal. He’s about 
Richie’s size now. Traeton 
Johnson (sophomore) looks 
phenomenal.

“We’re real excited about 
the team,” Williamson said. 
“It’s got a different feel to it. 
The coaches have talked about 
it numerous times. It’s about 
‘us’. They are working hard. 
I believe this (COVID) situa-
tion has kind of brought them 
together. They’ve been going 
full-go for almost two months. 
We have experience coming 
back. They are starting to fine-
tune what they were already 
good at.

“We’re very excited,” Wil-
liamson said. “We think we can 
make a good run. Again, as it 
is every year, we have to stay 
healthy. 

“It seems that this particular 
team is really buying in,” Wil-
liamson said.

In addition to Chuck Wil-
liamson as the head coach and 
Trent Williamson as the defen-
sive coordinator, the coaching 
staff is comprised of: Tyler 
Flora, offensive coordinator/
wide receivers; Deric William-
son, quarterbacks; John Moon, 
running backs; Kyle Kaiser, 
offensive line; Scott Gorslene, 
offensive line; John Enochs and 
Wes Stevenson, defensive line 
and Eric Downey and Malik 
Johnson, defensive backs.

From page 4
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Williams spoke about the opportu-
nity to have a playoff game on Week 
7.

“It’s going to be a battle of attri-
tion,” Williams said. “That’s what it’s 
going to be; who can stay healthy the 
longest and peak at the right time. 
They’re going to throw them all in 
there. Who’s playing the best at the 
beginning of the season may not 
be the best team at the end of the 
season.”

Williams talked about some of the 
Panthers’ key returning players.

“We have our senior linebacker, 
Luke Henry, back,” Williams said. 
“He’s been a four-year starter for me. 
He’s played in a lot of football games. 
He’s going to anchor our defense. 
He’s a good football player and I’m 
excited to have him back.

“Luke Anders is a senior, he’s 
going to be a defensive lineman,” 
Williams said. “And offensive line-
man, probably. We don’t have a 
tremendous amount of depth, but, 
those are two strong guys.”

A returning safety is senior Gage 
Miller.

“He started for us all of last year,” 
Williams said. “He got a lot of time 
on the defensive side. He’s certainly 
going to help us out.

“We have some other seniors who 
have played here and there, between 
Matthew Haddox, Josh Gilmore,” 
Williams said. “We have some new 
seniors, including Ashton Curtis at 
defensive end. Even though they may 

be seniors, this will be their first time 
in the spotlight on Friday nights.

“Offensively, we certainly have to 
start with Jayden LeBeau,” Williams 
said. “Jayden had a great year as a 
sophomore.” He was First Team, 
All-FAC last year, along with Henry, 
Gilmore and last year’s senior quar-
terback, Dalton Mayer, who broke 
many long plays last year, accumulat-
ing around 1,400 yards of offense.

“Dylan Alltop, returning as a 
junior, he’ll be a tackle for us and he’s 
a good one,” Williams said. “The rest 
of our line are young guys that will 
be competing. We have some guys 
we feel who can rise up. Andrew 
Guthrie (a sophomore) is a nice 
addition to our line. He’s 6-6, 275 
pounds.

“Jaydenn Terry is another great 
athlete who is an offensive lineman 
for us,” Williams said.

“Our receivers and our skill ath-
letes are really good,” Williams said. 
“Between Josh Gilmore, a wide 
receiver and Matthew Haddox and 
Landen Cope and Preston Reed. Our 
quarterbacks right now are junior 
Westin Melvin and sophomore Shay 
Saylers. Westin is a successful wres-
tler here. Both of those guys will be 
competing (to be the starter).

Miami Trace will open against 
Circleville on Aug. 28 and then 
begin play in the FAC, starting with 
a home game against Hillsboro on 
Sept. 4.

The Panthers host the McClain 
Tigers on Sept. 11 and then play 
three consecutive road games; at 
Jackson on Sept. 18, at Chillicothe 
on Sept. 25 and at Washington on 
Oct. 2.

From page 5

Panthers
defensive back.

“She is an aggres-
sive bulldog on the 
outside,” Chambers 
said. “We’re really, 
really looking for her to 
step it up back there as 
well.”

Josh Miller returns 
as the assistant coach 
for the Lady Blue 
Lions. Chambers 
praised Miller for his 
soccer acumen.

“(Miller) is kind 
of the soccer brains 
whereas I work on the 
motivational stuff,” he 
said.

In the Frontier Ath-
letic Conference (FAC) 
this season, Chambers 
said he expects Chilli-
cothe to once again be 
the team to beat.

“Chillicothe has an 
outstanding youth 
program, they have an 
outstanding club pro-
gram,” he said. “They 
are always going to be 
the team to beat in my 
opinion. As for other 
teams, McClain really 
shocked a lot of people 
last year with Kerrigan 
Pollard. I mean, 46 
goals, holy cow. I think 
a lot of teams are going 
to be focused on slow-
ing her down this year 

or trying to slow her 
down.

“Jackson is always 
strong, they always 
get players. Hillsboro 
had some really close 
games last year. Miami 
Trace, I know Trace 
always seems to go 
through a rebuild, but 
they have a good mid-
dle school program and 
they can re-energize 
the team every year. 
It seems like they lose 
about 10 players every 
year and they are still 
solid. So, I think you 
have Chillicothe up top 
and everybody is trying 
to get better to com-
pete with them.”

Chambers said he 
expects the Lady Lions 
to compete and try 
to win, especially at 
home.

“When we talked the 
other day, I told the 
girls, ‘Look around you, 
this is your field. You 
should put in your head 
that every time I step 
on my pitch, I’m win-
ning.’ As a coach, you 
look at Chillicothe and 
Jackson and say, ‘That’s 
going to be very dif-
ficult.’ It’s go as hard as 
you can and see what 
happens. But I expect 
to play to win against 
the other teams. I want 
to compete with them.”

Cont LADY LIONS | 22
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Best Wishes to area athletes for a great season!
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