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What is the FFA organization?
From ffa.org 

FFA is a dynamic youth organization 
that changes lives and prepares 
members for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success 
through agricultural education.

FFA develops members’ potential 
and helps them discover their talent 
through hands-on experiences, which 
give members the tools to achieve real-
world success.

Members are future chemists, 
veterinarians, government officials, 
entrepreneurs, bankers, international 
business leaders, teachers and premier 
professionals in many career fields.

FFA is an intracurricular student 
organization for those interested in 
agriculture and leadership. It is one of 
the three components of agricultural 
education.

The official name of the organization 
is the National FFA Organization. The 
letters “FFA” stand for Future Farmers 
of America. These letters are a part of 
our history and our heritage that will 
never change.

FFA is not just for students who 
want to be production farmers; FFA 
also welcomes members who aspire to 
careers as teachers, doctors, scientists, 
business owners and more. For this 

reason, the name of the organization 
was updated in 1988 after a vote 
of national convention delegates to 
reflect the growing diversity and 
new opportunities in the industry of 
agriculture.

FFA continues to help the next 
generation rise up to meet those 
challenges by helping its members to 
develop their own unique talents and 
explore their interests in a broad range 
of agricultural career pathways. So 
today, we are still the Future Farmers 
of America. But, we are the Future 
Biologists, Future Chemists, Future 
Veterinarians, Future Engineers and 
Future Entrepreneurs of America, too.

Today, the National FFA 
Organization remains committed to the 
individual student, providing a path 
to achievement in premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success 
through agricultural education. Our 
members live the motto Learning to 
Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live 
and Living to Serve. FFA members rise 
to the challenge of service embracing 
members of all walks of life united 
through FFA. We Are FFA.

FFA is Structured on Three Levels:

Local FFA Chapters 
The heart of the National FFA 

Organization is at the local chapter 
level. FFA chapter may be chartered in 
any public school with an agricultural 
education program.

Leadership is provided by student 
officers who are elected each year by 
the chapter’s members, and by the 
agriculture teacher who serves as the 
advisor for the chapter.

State FFA Associations 
FFA is an organization made up 

of state associations; those state 
associations are made up of local 
chapters.

State FFA Associations function 
within the constitution of the National 
FFA Organization but may also create 
individual leadership structures, 
awards, programs and competitions.

State FFA officers lead the 
membership of the state associations 
and are elected by state FFA 
convention delegates.

Local FFA Chapters are chartered 
through the state associations.

National FFA Organization 
At the national level, FFA is led by 

a board of directors and six student 
national officers.

Together they act on 
recommendations from the national 

convention delegates and agricultural 
education’s stakeholders to set the 
vision and policy for FFA. The 
founding principles, authority, 
objectives and procedures of the 
National FFA Organization are 
established by the National FFA 
Constitution and Bylaws. The National 
FFA Organization is a federally-
chartered organization.

How is FFA Funded? 
FFA programs are funded through 

sponsorships and individual donations 
at the local, state and national levels. 
National dues for each member are $7 
per year.
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National FFA Convention and Expo
By Anita Pursell

The National FFA Convention is one of the biggest 
travel opportunities that is open for all Miami 
Trace FFA members. To be able to attend the trip, 
members are required to fill out an application, and 
then they are reviewed and selected by the advisors, 
Mr. Bennett, Mrs. Swigert, and Ms. Stachler. Many 
chapters do not go through the same selection 
process, but we are lucky that we have so many 
enthusiastic members that we are not able to fit 
everyone on one bus.

The first stop of our trip was at the Reynolds Farm 
Equipment dealership. They provided us a delicious 
sit-down lunch in their shop, and we are able to walk 
around and check out their store. Then just down 
the road we stopped at Beck’s Hybrids headquarters. 
We were welcomed into their historical museum over 
the expansion and founding of the prosperous seed 
company. Then we took a tour around their facilities. 
We had the luxury of seeing their special seed plot 
planters, and touring their bagging facilities. Then 

we moved to their greenhouses where the magic 
happens. We listened to how they cross pollinate to 
achieve a superior corn species, and what it takes to 
finalize a product to sell.

After the long bus ride, we settled in to the hotel, 
and got ready for our big night at the Cinch World’s 
Toughest Rodeo. With our cowboy hats on, we filed 
back on the bus, stopped for dinner, and made our 
way to the Indiana State Fairgrounds for a night of 
fun. After a long day, we settled in and rested up for 
day two.

Day two consisted of finally attending the National 
Convention. We walked and sat a lot, listening 
to the national officers retiring addresses and 
many motivational speakers. Also, we were able to 
attend the trade show. The expo included many ag 
businesses and colleges. As an older member, I found 
myself checking out potential college and career 
opportunities. After a long day of sitting, we blew off 
some steam at Zip City. The whole chapter enjoyed 
the numerous trampoline, ball pits, and ziplines in 
the enclosed center. Then that night we settled back 

into our rooms, and prepared for our departure the 
next day.

On day three we loaded the bus with suitcases and 
duffel bags, and headed back to Lucas Oil Stadium. 
We sat down once again, and listened to our favorite 
national officer present awards. Aubrey and I were 
able to represent our chapter for our Three Star 
Chapter Award. We sat down with our fellow friends 
from neighboring chapters, and waited for our time. 
When it hit lunchtime, we filed back on the bus, 
and headed home. However, Ms. Stachler and Mrs. 
Swigert stayed back for Todd Peterson, our national 
star farmer finalist, and our American Degree 
recipients.

On Saturday, day four of the National FFA 
Convention, we had eight members receive their 
American Degree: BJ Anders, Nicholas Elrich, 
Garrett Hagler, Charles Milstead, JM Perril, Rebacca 
Heckathorn, Todd Peterson, and Abigail Pitstick. The 
American degree is the highest achievable degree in 
the FFA, and is awarded to less than 1 percent of all 
FFA members every year.

Courtesy photo
Miami Trace students at the National FFA Convention and Expo. Miami Trace students at the National FFA Convention and Expo.
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What is an SAE Project?
By Hidy Kirkpatrick

If you know someone in FFA 
you have probably heard the 
acronym “SAE” by now. In fact, 
you may have heard an FFA 
member go on and on about 
their SAE and how hard it is, 
how much work they have put 
into it, how much they have to 
do to get caught up, etc.

Although at first, the term 
“SAE” may seem like a burden, 
it is actually an extremely 
beneficial and experiential 
part of the FFA experience. 
The acronym SAE stands 
for “Supervised Agricultural 
Experience.” A student’s SAE 
is a program that they choose 
and design in order to gain 
more hands-on experience 
through FFA and to develop 
and strengthen their skills in an 
agricultural field that interests 
them. The SAE is versatile, 
flexible, and specific to the FFA 
member.

There are four main categories 
of SAE projects: Exploratory, 
Research/Experimentation, 
Ownership/Entrepreneurship, 
and Placement. An exploratory 
SAE helps the student to learn 

more about the big picture 
of agriculture and the many 
career paths that it offers. An 
example of this can range from 
job shadowing, to writing a 
newspaper article, to developing 
a marketing plan.

A research or experimentation 
SAE is where a student conducts 
an experiment and analyzes 
the results and data to further 
their knowledge in agriculture. 
An example of this could be 
conducting a feed trial on 
broiler chickens, testing organic 
versus inorganic fertilizers on 
plant development, testing the 
strengths of different types of 
welds, and any other kind of 
experimentation.

For an ownership or 
entrepreneurship SAE, a student 
plans and operates a business 
related to the agricultural field. 
This could be something as 
simple as raising market hogs 
or something more intricate 
like running an entire cattle 
operation or a firewood 
business.

A placement SAE is when a 
student works for someone else’s 
business or operation in order 

to gain experience regardless 
of whether he or she receives 
pay. There are numerous jobs a 
student can do for the placement 
SAE but some more common 
ones are working for a livestock 
operation, grain farmer, or 
a lawn and landscape care 
business.

Throughout each SAE, 
the student will use the AET 
website (Agricultural Experience 
Tracker) to keep record of all the 
hours invested in their project, 
and any expenses, profits, or 
losses. Students also use AET 
to record any activities that they 
participate in as well as any 
updates to their SAE project. 
Each SAE provides its own 
tasks and challenges but leads 
each student to the same goal: 
to further their knowledge of 
agriculture through hands-
on experience and to prepare 
them for the many challenges 
ahead. SAE’s are no doubt hard 
work for FFA students, but 
with dedication, persistence, 
and passion for the field of 
agriculture, these projects can 
reap numerous and considerable 
benefits.

Courtesy photo
Pictured are members at the National FFA Convention and Expo. 
Front row (L-R): Graham Carson, Cole Enochs, Drew Black, Michael 
Eggleton and Kyler Adkins. Back row (L-R): Sam Sever and Anita 
Pursell.
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Agricultural experiences
By Bryce Bennett

Supervised Agricultural Experiences, 
SAE’s, are the projects that every FFA 
member has as a way to either track 
their work or make some form of 
income. SAE projects can span from 
breeding, raising, and selling a species 
of animals to working on a farm or 
agricultural store to gain income.

My own personal SAE project is 
raising turkeys and chickens for fair 
in the spring and early summer, and 
also raising turkeys in the late summer 
and fall to sell as whole birds for 
Thanksgiving. My SAE requires me to 
feed and water the animals twice per 
day and stay out with them to ensure 
that they do not fight with one another 
or that they had not been attacked or 
injured since the last time I had been 
out with them.

When I first started my project I 
started with raising just fair birds 

to show and sell as halves to anyone 
who I was in close connection with. 
The following year I ordered the fair 
birds and sold them. Then, in the fall, 
I ordered 15 birds to raise and sell as 
Thanksgiving turkeys to close family 
and friends. In early spring of 2019, I 
ordered 30 turkeys and had 17 of them 
butchered to be sold at Jones’ Farmers 
market located on Old 35. After the 
fair I was faced with a decision to 
make of whether or not to raise and 
sell Thanksgiving turkeys, and if so 
how many to raise. When an additional 
farmers markets got in contact with 
me and said that he would be willing 
to commit to 50 turkeys to sell, I knew 
that I had to act on the opportunity. 
This past fall I purchased and raised 
100 birds to sell as whole Thanksgiving 
turkeys to sell to the other farmers 
market, Jones’, and to my own family 
and friends.

One of my biggest achievements 

thus far is selling my turkeys to 
Jones’ Farmers market and other 
farmers markets. Finding a market 
to sell the turkey to is one of the 
biggest challenges so being able to 
sell to farmers markets has been the 
best thing to happen to my turkey 
production project. Before Jones’ I 
had a tough time finding people that 
would be willing to pay the price for 
these birds. Another one of my big 
achievements is adjusting the size 
of the turkeys to better match the 
demands of the market of selling 
turkeys.

I have learned a lot over the past 
few years raising the turkeys and 
learning by doing. I have learned of 
the large amount of fluctuation that 
the prices for crops and feed over just 
a few weeks by comparing prices of 
turkey feed over the entire time that I 
raised them and tracking it. Another 
thing that I have learned is the feeding 

style that turkeys have and how to try 
to help improve the amount of feed 
wasted compared to feed eaten. I have 
tried a few different methods and 
through lots of trial and error have 
found the best way to feed turkeys and 
lessen the amount of food wasted by 
switching heights of the feeders and 
size of them to find the best way. I 
have also learned of the large amount 
of predation that occurs even with the 
large amount of protection that the 
birds had. I ended up losing a large 
number of turkeys to animals we could 
not even trace. The predator no longer 
took turkeys when I put up a net over 
the top that stopped any animals from 
coming in through the top.

This SAE has made a large impact 
in my life and taught me life lessons. I 
will continue this operation for the rest 
of my high school career and hope to 
keep growing my production rates as 
well as sales.

Courtesy photo
Pictured (L-R) are officers during annual officer photos: Anita Pursell, Morgan Eggleton, Bryce Bennett, Aubrey Schwartz, Weston Pettit, and Matthew Warner.



FFA Week 2020 Record-Herald6   Wednesday, February 26, 2020

AGRICULTURE
IS THE BACKBONE 

of our community and our country...

  Supporting 
Youth & Ag
Since 1879

MERCHANTS 
NATIONAL BANK
“A Real Community Bank”

128 S. NORTH STREET, WASHINGTON C.H., OHIO

(740) 335-1331
www.merchantsnat.com

Each depositor insured to $100,000

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

O
H

-7
01

74
77

7

Miami Trace hosts FFA Leadership Night
By Morgan Eggleton

Every other year the Miami Trace FFA Chapter 
hosts a leadership night. Students from other FFA 
chapters all across our district and surrounding ones 
join together to participate in an event that is led by 
some of Ohio FFA’s State Officers.

This year the officers were Justin Beckner, State 
Sentinel, Chyann Kendel, State Vice President at 
Large, and Noah Smith, State Secretary. There were 
over 100 individuals who attended and enjoyed a 
night filled with food, laughs, and games. The event 
this year was about teamwork and working together 
to accomplish tasks.

One specific question that I personally remember 
the state officers asking us was, “Who are you going 
to ask to help keep you on track and accomplish your 
goals?” This question made many students sit back, 
take a breath, and really think about their answer. 

After we played many games and learned more about 
ourselves and one another, we took a quick break and 
some photos!

Later on, we gathered all together once again and 
enjoyed a meal of pizza, punch, and lemonade. This 
downtime allowed students to be able to make new 
friends from other chapters and socialize with old 
ones that they knew from other FFA events.

After dinner was over, we all headed down to the 
Ag shop to show everyone our cool new fish tank 
that we had just stocked with new fish. Our fish and 
fish tank have become well-known in our school; we 
have an average of two new visitors per day. After 
everyone had gone home, some of the Miami Trace 
FFA Officers had the opportunity to get to know the 
State Officers in attendance a little bit better, so they 
set out on an adventure to the local United Dairy 
Farmers (UDF). During this ice cream adventure, 
the officers were able to bond and share numerous 

memes, memories, and laughs with the State Officers.
Overall, the evening was a fun time spent with old 

and new friends, as well as learning the importance of 
people and life lessons.

Courtesy photo
Miami Trace FFA students during “Leadership Night.”

Courtesy photo
Each year junior and senior members are given the chance to attend the Farm Science Review in 
London, Ohio. Pictured are some members at the Ohio State University booth. Front row (L-R): Cole 
Enochs, Regan Hagler, Aubrey Schwartz and Graham Carson. Back row (L-R): Grant DeBruin, Morgan 
Eggleton, Sam Sever and Aubrey McCoy.
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FFA: The Blayne Ferguson Experience
By Blayne Ferguson

FFA is such a rewarding organization to be a part 
of. It opens doors to new opportunities and so much 
can be learned within the organization. I have had the 
chance to be a part of something bigger than me and 
that itself is so rewarding.

FFA is more than just farm machinery and 
livestock. It’s about leadership, personal growth, 
and building lifelong friendships. There are things 
that you will be taught in FFA that cannot be taught 
anywhere else. The skills you are being taught 
now will help guide you in so many positive ways 
throughout your future.

I have had an interest in agriculture my whole life. 
I joined FFA when I was in eighth grade and my love 

for the organization only grew from there. This year I 
am the Growing Leaders Officer for my chapter and I 
have enjoyed every second of it alongside some of the 
best people.

I have participated in many different activities 
from Livestock Judging where you assess and 
place livestock based on quality, to Parliamentary 
Procedure where you run a business meeting and 
debate on numerous topics. There are so many 
different aspects, classes, and activities that you can 
take from FFA and they are all so different.

Something that I love about FFA is that there is 
something for everyone to be a part of. Once you 
become a part of the organization, you quickly realize 
that there are so many people that share the same 

interests as you. You also find out that there are so 
many people who will always be there when you need 
them most.

FFA has also helped me with getting involved 
in our community. From raising money for the 
mammography program by selling t-shirts for Paint 
the Town Pink, picking up trash on the highways, 
and teaching our county about ag safety on our Ag 
Safety Day, our chapter is very involved within our 
community.

I am very thankful for the opportunities I have been 
provided with. I wouldn’t be the person I am today if 
it wasn’t for this great organization. Overall, I believe 
FFA is such a rewarding program to be a part of and I 
would highly suggest it to anyone who is interested.

Farm science review
By Emily Moser

Each year more than 140,000 people 
from across the United States and 
Canada visit the Farm Science Review 
that is held in London, Ohio. The event 
takes place in mid-September, lasts 
three days, and includes 4,000 product 
lines from 600 commercial exhibitors.

The 80-acre exhibit area allows 
visitors to experience all aspects of 
agriculture and learn about the latest 
in agricultural production. For one 
day of the event, the Miami Trace 
FFA Chapter gives its junior and 
senior members the opportunity to 
visit the Farm Science Review and 
independently explore the wide variety 
of exhibits, demonstrations, and hands-
on activities.

This year, 25 Miami Trace FFA 
members attended the Farm Science 
Review on Thursday, Sept. 21. Upon 
arrival students are given a worksheet 
by their teacher that will prompt them 
to get more involved by asking different 

equipment and seed representatives 
questions in order to complete the 
worksheet by the end of the afternoon. 
Instead of staying together as a large 
group students are allowed to split up 
and explore on their own or with a few 
friends.

Along with the hundreds of exhibits, 
visitors are also have the option to ride 
a shuttle wagon down the road where 
they can see field demonstrations of 
some of the farm machinery and to 
the Gwynne Conservation Area where 
visitors will be educated on wildlife and 
aquatics.

The Farm Science Review makes 
for an enjoyable, but also educational, 
day outside of school. From using 
the virtual reality headsets at the 
John Deere tent, to cooling off with 
a handmade milkshake from the 
Farm Credit Bureau stand, there is 
something to catch everyone’s interest 
and something new for even the most 
experienced agriculturalists to learn.

Courtesy photo
Recently the aquaponics tank has been up and running. On Feb. 12, they received fingerlings 
that will be grown then released at the end of the school year.
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National FFA Organization: A history
By Madison Johnson

In 1928 Henry Groseclose started 
the organization of the Future Farmers 
of America. He would be surprised 
today to learn how this organization 
has grown.

In its beginning, the organization 
had only 64 delegates and 33 states 
represented at the convention. Today 
there are over 700,000 members and 
just about every state, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands are involved. 
Only white males were allowed to join 
at the beginning of the organization. 

Later in 1965 the New Farmers of 
America or the NFA, an African- 
American agricultural group, merged 
with the FFA. In 1969 another big step 
was made and women were allowed 
national membership.

In 1988, the name of the 
organization was changed from the 
Future Farmers of America to the 
National FFA Organization. The 
name change reflected the diversity of 
membership. FFA released their first 
issue of the National Future Farmers 
magazine, but like the organization 
itself, this name did not reflect the 

current membership. So the name was 
changed to FFA New Horizons, again 
supporting the new outlook of the 
organization.

Throughout the years many things 
have changed but there have been 
several things that have stayed the 
same. The official colors have been 
National Blue and Corn Gold since 
1929. The FFA Creed was written by 
E.M. Tiffany and adopted in 1930; 
this creed still exists with only a few 
minor changes to the dialect. The Blue 
Corduroy jackets were adopted in 1933 
and still remain the same today. The 

same traditions, morals and values 
that were established in FFA members 
then are still being installed in FFA 
members today. The Blue Corduroy 
jackets, the words of the creed, and the 
power of the National FFA Convention 
are all symbols of how FFA members 
are “Living to Serve.”

As a member of the Miami Trace 
FFA Chapter, I hope the traditions of 
the past continue to grow and become 
even stronger for future members. I 
am very proud to be an FFA member, 
just as those members before me and 
those members yet to come.

Courtesy photos
Ohio Legislative Leadership Conference is held at the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio. Pictured 
(L-R): President Pro Tempor of the Senate; Bob Peterson, Kyler Batson, Morgan Eggleton, Aubrey 
Schwartz, Taylor Moore, Shana Lott, and Mrs. Swigert.

The 2019-2020 Miami Trace Officer Team went on their annual retreat to Camp Joy in Clarksville, 
Ohio. Pictured (L-R): Luke Anders; Sentinel, Graham Carson; Treasurer, Matthew Warner; Building 
Communities, Anita Pursell; Vice President, Aubrey Schwartz; President, Regan Hagler; Publicity 
Reporter, Blayne Ferguseon; Growing Leaders, Morgan Eggleton; Secretary, Weston Pettit; 
Strengthening Ag, Aubrey McCoy; Reporter, Bryce Bennett; Land Lab Manager and Lahni Stachler; 
Student Advisor. Not Pictured: Kylie Pettit; Treasurer.
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Restoring an antique tractor
By Matthew Warner

My name is Matthew Warner and I’ve been a 
member of the Miami Trace FFA Chapter for five 
years. I’m currently a senior and I am serving as the 
Building Communities Officer.

The classes I’ve taken over my five years in Ag are, 
Intro to Ag, Agriculture Food and Natural Resources 
(AFNR), Ag Business, Mechanical Principle, Shop 
Capstone, Farm Capstone, Agronomic Systems, 
and Greenhouse Management. One of my current 
projects that I’m working on in ag is restoring a 1959 
International Harvester Farmall Cub with some of 
my classmates. The tractor was donated by Jason 
Goddard.

The Farmall Cub, first known as the “Cub,” was 
first introduced in 1947 and the smallest tractor 
made by International Harvester. The Cub was 
produced under the McCormick Deering, Farmall 

or International name until 1979. The cub had two 
variations, a “Standard Cub” and a “Lo-Boy Cub.”

The tractors were painted IH red until the late 
1950s when sales of the cub shifted from agricultural 
to industrial purpose and tractors were painted 
Federal Yellow but you could still buy the tractor in 
IH red. The purpose of the little tractor was for small 
acreage farmers following World War II. The tractor 
was also used for truck gardens, and for large farms 
that needed an extra tractor.

The tractor was offset to the left with the driver’s 
seat and steering was on the right. John Deere 
created something similar to the cub back in 1937-
1946. This was the Model L, however, it was not a 
big success for John Deere at the time as the models 
A, B, and G. The result in the design is a clear 
view while working fields. The cubs were built in 
Louisville, Kentucky and between 1947 and 1981 
over 245,000 Cubs were manufactured making the 

cub the most produced small tractor in history.
When new, the Farmall Cub sold for about $545 

and attachments were extra. The attachments ranged 
from a plow, disc, back blade, sickle-bar mower, belly 
mower, and a one-armed front-end loader. The Cubs 
today are worth anywhere from $1,000 to $3,500 for 
a running and well-conditioned tractor. The plans 
for the tractor we have in our shop are currently 
unknown but our first priority is getting the tractor 
running.

When we unloaded the tractor it didn’t run and 
had to be wheeled into our shop and I think it would 
be exciting as a senior to see something like this run 
again. I was born and raised around John Deere. It’s 
always amazing to step back and look at what farm 
equipment used to be like. I can’t wait to see this 
tractor run again, our FFA chapter has never done 
anything like this before, and I am glad I get to be a 
part of it.

Courtesy photo
Members and Mrs. Amanda Swigert helped serve snacks and refreshments at The Gathering Place Church opening in August. Pictured (L-R): Mrs. Amanda Swigert, Graham Carson, Anita Pursell, Morgan 
Eggleton, and Aubrey Schwartz.
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FFA Camp leaves an impact
By Aubrey Schwartz

The past two summers, FFA 
Camp Muskingum has had a last-
ing impact on my life. I never 
would have thought that going 
somewhere in the woods, two 
hours away, with no cell service, 
could be such a good time. At 
camp, I have made many new 
friends and strengthened the 
friendships I already had.

This year the theme was color 
wars. Once we arrive at camp we 
are put into groups (also known 
as blobs) with other members we 
are not familiar with and they’re 
pretty much our families for the 
week. We eat each meal together 
and complete team building exer-
cises. During the week at camp, 
there are numerous fun activities 
that FFA members all over Ohio 
partake in. Dances, tournaments 
for different sports, leisure time, 
and card games are just a few to 
name.

This year over 30 members 
attended camp and all had a 
great time. Although some activi-
ties weren’t possible this year 
because the lake was flooded from 
the high amounts of rain Ohio 

received, we still managed to have 
the annual “water games” day 
at camp. Throughout the week, 
different activities are done each 
day.

The first night there is a big 
“get to know you dance” where 
the dance floor is filled with 
members singing and dancing 
the night away. The second day 
is usually filled with leadership 
and team building activities 
within your groups. The third day 
involves a lot of free time where 
members can do several activi-
ties all over the camp boundaries. 
This year on the third night, we 
had a big scavenger hunt with 
glow sticks all throughout camp. 
The fourth day is full of fun activi-
ties. This includes all day water 
games and a farewell dance for all 
campers. This is the goodbye for 
all the new friends made in the 
week!

Finally, on the fifth day the state 
officers share some of their favor-
ite memories of the week, and 
campers head home. This week 
truly is one of my favorite activi-
ties ever! The past two summers 
have made me appreciate the 
opportunities FFA has given me.

Courtesy photo
Pictured are members: Sara Dawson, Jacob Cline, Jenna Goddard, Bruce Bennett (advisor), Blake Roberts, Bryce 
Bennett, Camden Bennett, Luke Anders, Weston Pettit, Anita Pursell, Aubrey Schwartz, Morgan Eggleton, Blayne 
Ferguson of the Miami Trace FFA Chapter hanging out at the archery range throughout the week competing 
amongst themselves as well as other campers to help lead their teams to victory.
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SEEDLING TREE AND 
NATIVE PLANT SALE
Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District

Fayette SWCD’s Annual Sale is Currently Underway!
Call:

740-636-0279
for more information

ORDER DEADLINE:
MARCH 16, 2018

Order Form and Descriptions
                    on Facebook

Fayette SWCD’s Annual Tree 
Seedling & Native Plant Sale Is 
Currently Underway! 

Don’t Miss This Opportunity To 
Improve Your Yard Or Woodlot. 

TREE SEEDLING &  
NATIVE PL ANT SALE  

Fayette Soil & Water  
Conservation District 

Deadline to Order is March 26, 2018. 
Subject to availability. 
Pick-up date is April 6, 2018. 
Call 740-636-0279 for more information. 

Download an Order 
Form and Description of 
Trees From Facebook 

March 20th, 2020

April 17th, 2020

March 20th, 2020

OH-70174853

Fayette SWCD’s Annual Tree 
Seedling & Native Plant Sale Is 
Currently Underway! 

Don’t Miss This Opportunity To 
Improve Your Yard Or Woodlot. 

TREE SEEDLING &  
NATIVE PL ANT SALE  

Fayette Soil & Water  
Conservation District 

Deadline to Order is March 26, 2018. 
Subject to availability. 
Pick-up date is April 6, 2018. 
Call 740-636-0279 for more information. 

Download an Order 
Form and Description of 
Trees From Facebook 

Senior fish project
By Cole Enochs 

This year, myself alongside Jake Harris 
took on a senior project as part of our 
Farm Capstone class. The Chapter had 
an aquaponics tank that was out of 
commission that we wanted to get up 
and running. After setting the tank up 
we experimented with some goldfish and 
eventually with some fish that we caught 
ourselves, we quickly decided to take 
the project to a bigger scale by getting in 
fingerlings.

The whole idea behind aquaponics is 
that it is a self-sustaining ecosystem run 
off of fish and plants. The waste the fish 
produce has nutrients that the plants can 
benefit and grow with. The plants use 
the waste from the tank, cleaning it, and 

also oxygenate the water for the fish.
Getting fingerlings in Ohio in the 

winter time is not easy but we managed 
to find a place where we could obtain 
the species that we wanted. We recently 
just received the order of 150 fingerlings 
with the goal of being able to run plants 
off of their waste in the spring. When 
the end of the school year comes, our 
ultimate goal is to release the fish in the 
new pond directly behind our brand-new 
high school.

We are exploring options of tagging 
the fish so that this project can provide 
a valuable learning experience to many 
FFA members for years to come. We 
wanted to leave a lasting impact on our 
chapter after we left and believe the 
aquaponics system will do that.

Fall harvest day
By Graham Carson

Every year our FFA chapter puts on 
an Ag day for our elementary school 
during the fall. This is a day that both the 
elementary kids and the high school kids 
look forward to every year. During this 
day the high schoolers put on a station 
based around their class that is not only 
fun for the elementary kids but also 
educational to them.

I have personally enjoyed fall harvest 
day every year that I have been allowed 
to participate. There were five stations 
this year. Dirt pudding ran by Animal 
Science Class, carnation coloring by the 
Greenhouse Management Class, concrete 
making by the Mechanical Principles 
Class, tractor safety by the Agricultural 
Business Class, the petting zoo by the 
Livestock Management Class, and the 
racing fact station by the Agronomic 
Systems Class.

This year on fall harvest day, I helped 

run the agronomic systems station. In 
this station we had buckets of corn that 
had items hidden within the corn. These 
items represented facts that we had 
listed on a poster board laid out in bingo 
format, i.e. a toy turkey represented that 
Ohio is third in the nation for Turkey 
production. During the station, I was 
in charge of a team. Each team had to 
ride a pedal tractor down to the buckets 
and pick an item, they then had to ride 
the tractor back and place the item on a 
corresponding fact.

My teams did amazing every time, I 
would name myself coach of the year. Not 
only that, I had a blast with the kids and 
they had a great time too. Just seeing the 
joy on their faces every time we won was 
amazing. I’m so glad that I get to inspire 
the younger generation to join FFA and 
to take part in the agriculture experience. 
I truly enjoy fall harvest day every year 
and I can’t wait to do it again this year!

Courtesy photo
FFA Members exhibit their projects each year at the Fayette County Fair, as well as surrounding 
counties. Pictured is Aubrey McCoy showing her market hog at the Fayette County Fair.
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Daryl L. Wait, D.V.M

Fayette 
Veterinary Hospital

Welcoming 
New Patients!

  335-6161
1974 Columbus Ave. • Washington C.H.

www.fayetteveterinaryhospital.com
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Courtesy photos
The Miami Trace FFA recently shared a number of photos from events, trips and lessons from the last year. Pictured are Miami 
Trace FFA members.

Pictured are 8th graders that have chosen to take Ag their freshman year of high school. The Officer 
Team goes to Miami Trace Middle School, cooks a meal, and has activities planned for the new 
members.

Kylan Knapp and Alexia Cusic dissect a pig fetus in Mrs. Swigert’s Animal 
Science Program. This dissection is one of the highlights of the year for 
these classes.
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We proudly congratulate our local FFA chapter 
on another successful year! We salute the 

National FFA Organization for continuing to 
make a positive impact in the lives of

our students by developing their leadership 
skills through agricultural education.

MIAMI TRACE
Maintaining Traditions...Making Transitions...Miami Trace

www. MIAMITRACE.K12.OH.US   I   740.335.3010

40961608OH-70174790

740-998-4304
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4:30pm      

Saturday by Appointment

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628
www.BuckeyeMetalRoofing.com

• 20 Colors of Metal Roo� ng 
and Siding

• Wide Variety of Trim
• Sliding Door Parts
• Screws
• Overhead Doors
• Matching Caulk and Touch 

Up Paint
• Vapor Barrier and Insulation
• Complete Pole Barn 

Package
• Crinkle Cut Metal - 7 Color 

Options Available!
FAX: 740-998-4307
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MT FFA hosts annual judging invitational
By Anita Pursell

On Saturday, March 9, the Miami 
Trace FFA Chapter hosted its annual 
judging contest at the Fayette County 
Fairgrounds and the new Miami Trace 
High School.

The judging contest is a practice 
event that helps students prepare for 
the state CDE contest on March 23 
for General Livestock, Poultry, Nature 
Interpretation, Wildlife Management, 
Agronomy, Dairy Foods, and Equine. 
The state contest for Dairy Cattle is 
March 28.

There were 1,084 competitors at the 
Miami Trace judging invitational, from 
140 different chapters. Miami Trace 

had six high school teams compete in 
the contest, along with several middle 
school teams. Agronomy placed first, 
Dairy Cattle placed fifth, Equine placed 
23rd, General Livestock placed 19th, 
Nature Interpretation placed second, 
and Poultry placed first.

This year the Miami Trace Judging 
Invitational is March 14 and will consist 
of the same CDE’s, as well as a meats 
contest. This contest will give students 
the opportunity to judge the quality of 
meat carcasses as well as grading them. 
There are few meat contests in the state 
and we are glad to add this event to our 
contest. The Miami Trace contest will 
be held at Miami Trace High School and 
the Fayette County Fairgrounds.

Courtesy photo
Pictured is the Miami Trace Agronomy team. (L to R) Lahni Stachler, Meri Grace Carson, Grant 
DeBruin, Graham Carson, and Luke Cummings.
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Courtesy photo
The State Degree is the second highest degree a member can achieve. This past year, 8 members achieved this. Pictured (L-R): Grant DeBruin, Matthew Warner, Victoria Waits, Aubrey Schwartz, Morgan 
Eggleton, Anita Pursell, Aubrey McCoy, and Regan Hagler.

Career development events
By Aubrey Schwartz

Career Development Events, CDE’s, are an 
essential piece to every FFA Chapter. At Miami 
Trace, each member participates in at least one.

These events teach life lessons and prepare 
members for the real world. Some CDE’s that 
are prevalent in our Chapter include: Agronomy, 
Parliamentary Procedure, Public Speaking, Nature 
Interpretation, and Livestock Judging.

As spring quickly approaches, judging contests are 

going to be in full swing. Spring CDE’s consume a lot 
of time as they are contests almost every Saturday 
from Feb. 22 until March 28. In this time period, 
the Chapter will travel to Mt. Gilead, Wilmington, 
Marysville, Ashland, and the Ohio State Fairgrounds 
for the state contest. Among these weeks, we will 
host our own contest. The Miami Trace Invitational 
is March 14 and will be held at Miami Trace High 
School as well as the Fayette County Fairgrounds.

At the judging contests, there are a wide variety 
of topics that are judged. In the spring, Agronomy, 

Dairy Cattle, Dairy Products, Equine, General 
Livestock, Meats, Nature Interpretation, Poultry, 
and Wildlife Management are the different CDE’s a 
member can participate in.

Each CDE has their own format of doing things, 
but all of them are generally consistent. Each involves 
a written test and then several classes that require 
specific judging. CDE’s are a great way to meet 
new people and expand members knowledge about 
specific areas they are interested in, or even new ones 
that are appealing to them.
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By Lexi Hagler

For over 90 years, the statewide 
FFA Convention has united members 
from chapters throughout the state 
to demonstrate and celebrate their 
agricultural accomplishments, as  
well as inspire their individual 
futures. The Ohio FFA Association 
has 25,439 members in 312 chapters 
throughout Ohio. Knowing a large 
majority of these members attend 
the Ohio State FFA Convention, 
this convention draws in the largest 
student based expo statewide.

At the Ohio State FFA Convention, 
students can be guaranteed a fun and 
interactive learning experience that is 
sure to leave members with enriched 
leadership and communication skills, 
as well as lifelong friendships made 

throughout FFA. When enrolling 
into the State Convention, FFA 
advisors have the opportunity to 
schedule their chapters for sessions 
in leadership, career development, 
and more.

FFA members and guests will 
experience motivational speakers, 
award presentations, exciting 
exhibits, challenging Career 
Development Events, and plenty of 
entertaining activities. Along with 
the educational sessions, there is a 
large Expo building holding many 
local businesses, large sponsors of 
the FFA, countless apparel shops, 
and many award winning projects 
displayed.

Attending State Convention is 
a fantastic opportunity to dive 
headfirst into a world of  

agricultural opportunity, and the 
chance for career development and 
enrichment. Attending State FFA 
Convention is highly recommended 
for those who wish to strengthen 
their roots in FFA, develop their 

potential for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success 
through agricultural education. I have 
gotten the opportunity to attend the 
past year, and plan to keep attending 
State Convention for the remainder 
of my FFA career.
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103 N. London St.,
Mt. Sterling 

740-869-3817
M-F 8 am-5 pm;
Sat. 8 am-Noon

S/S
The

Advantage

SULLIVAN SUPPLY 
DEALER

THE ROAD TO THE
 WINNERS CIRCLE 
STARTS WITH US!

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF SHOW FEEDS!

DELIVERY 
& CUSTOM 

MIXING 
AVAILABLE

Reiterman
Feed & SupplyReiterman

Feed & Supply

www.baxlatractor.com

PARTS  •  SALES  
SERVICE

2312 US Highway 22 NW  
Washington CH, OH 43160

740-335-8821

PARTS • SALES • SERVICE
2 3 1 2  U S  Hi g hw ay  2 2  N W

Wa s h i n g to n  C H ,  OH  4 3 1 6 0
7 4 0 - 3 3 5 - 8 8 2 1
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Courtesy photo
Miami Trace FFA members at the “Ohio FFA State Convention.”

MT attends Ohio FFA State Convention
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Your Hometown 
Dealer Since 

1960

1182 West Main St.  
Wilmington, OH 45177  

937-382-3858  billmarineford.com

Marine Family 
of Dealerships
Serving the area since 1960

Heather Williams
Sales

Sonny Kearns
Sales

Jim East
Sales

SALES: Mon.- � urs. 9-7, Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-4
SERVICE & PARTS: Mon.- Fri. 8-5

1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H.
(740) 335-3700  •  (937) 584-2889
1-800-928-2872

Open 24/7 at: 
dougmarinemotors.net - billmarineford.com - billmarine.com

Shop, Compare & Save!


