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Lady Lions win District title

Miami Trace’s Mcale Callahan at 
State

Shaylee McDonald, Miami Trace Shawna Conger, Washington

Mitchell Lotz, Washington

Collier Brown, Washington

Kyler Conn, Miami Trace

Nicholas Epifano, Fayette Christian 
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WE ARE IN NETWORK!
We Accept:

Aetna • Metlife • Cigna • Delta Dental
CareSource • Molina • UHC • Buckeye 

United Concordia • Principal
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Located on the outparcel of the 
Washington Court House Walmart

in the heart of Fayette County
No insurance? No worries. We have 
in house payment plans available.ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
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� e sta�  and students of 
Miami Trace wish all teams
a successful winter season.

Go Panthers!
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

No doubt about it. It was a 
tough season in 2018-19 for 
the Miami Trace Panthers boys 
varsity basketball team.

The Panthers finished the 
season with a record of 3-20 
overall.

Miami Trace went 0-10 in 
the Frontier Athletic Confer-
ence.

That was then and this is 
now.

The Panthers are preparing 
for a rebound in fortunes as 
they work toward the start of 
the 2019-20 campaign.

Rob Pittser returns for the 
seventh consecutive season as 
head coach.

Miami Trace had two 
seniors on the team last year, 
Austin Brown and Austin 
Mathews.

“Any time that you have 
seniors that aren’t rewarded 
with some wins to point to, 
you’re disappointed for them,” 
Pittser said. “Last year defi-
nitely was a difficult year.

“The good thing about that 
team is, they were playing 
their best basketball at the 
end of the year,” Pittser said. 
“We won two of our last three 
games. The one that we lost 
was to Court House when they 
made that shot at the buzzer. 
We were right there for that 
one.

“Then, we played well in 
the tournament,” Pittser said. 
“Teams that struggle through-
out the course of the year, a lot 
of times they kind of throw the 
towel in and at the end of the 
year it can get really ugly.

“Our two seniors last year 
were big baseball players,” 
Pittser said. “It would have 
been very easy to say, ‘hey, it’s 
baseball season’ and turn the 
page. They didn’t do that and 
we were super-proud of them 
for that.

“The good thing that came 
out of last year is, we had a 
ton of young kids that played 

a lot of basketball and got a lot 
of experience,” Pittser said. 
“A lot of those kids are back. 
We’re counting on them being 
able to turn the page a little 
bit, but to be able to draw on 
that experience and use that to 
their advantage this year, for 
sure.”

Miami Trace has two 
seniors, seven juniors, one 
sophomore and two freshmen 
on the varsity roster.

Seniors are Kyler Conn and 
Trevor Barker.

“Both of them played a lot 
last year as juniors,” Pittser 
said. “Both of them had really 
good summers. We went to a 
team camp at Capital Univer-
sity, which we’ve done in the 
past. We had a good time at 
Capital. We were competitive. 
I think we ended up with a 
winning record at that camp.

“Kyler, especially, played 
really, really well,” Pittser said. 
“Last year, we had trouble 
turning the ball over a lot. 
That was one of our biggest 
(concerns). This summer 
we did not turn the ball over 
much at all. Between the 

MiaMi Trace Boys 
BaskeTBall rosTer

No. Name ............ Height & Grade
30 Kyler Conn .................. 5-10 12
3 Trevor Barker ............... 6-1 12
21 Keegan Terry ...............5-10 11
11 Dylan Bernard .............. 6-6 11
35 Logan Rodgers ............. 6-8 11
1 Cameron Moore ............6-1 11
32 Ethan Steele ................. 6-3 11
40 Bo Little .........................6-1 11
23 Cyrus Keplinger ...........6-0 11
5 Hayden Hunter............ 6-0 10
33 Andrew Guthrie ..............6-7 9
20 Isaiah Reisinger............5-10 9

MiaMi Trace Boys 
VarsiTy BaskeTBall 

schedule

Fri., Nov. 29 Circleville H 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 30 Vinton County A 5 p.m.
Tues, Dec. 3 Unioto A 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 6 Jackson H 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 7 Waverly H 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 10 Chillicothe H  

4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 13 McClain A 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 17 Hillsboro A 4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Washington H  

4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 26 McDonald’s Holiday 

Tournament 8 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 27 McDonald’s J-V @ M. 

Plains 12:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 28 McDonald’s Holiday 

Tournament TBA
Mon., Dec. 30 McDonald’s J-V @ M. 

Plains TBA
Sat., Jan. 4 Clinton-Massie H 

4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 7 Lynchburg-Clay A 4:30 

p.m.
Fri., Jan. 10 Jackson A 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 14 Logan Elm H  

4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 17 Chillicothe A 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 21 Dayton Stivers  

H 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 24 McClain H 4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 28 Wilmington  

H 4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 31 Hillsboro H 4:45 p.m. *
Sat., Feb. 8 Washington A 6 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 14 Peebles A 5 p.m.
* Winter Sports Recognition Night

MiaMi Trace Boys 
Middle school 

BaskeTBall schedule

Mon., Dec. 2 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 5 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 9 Greenfield A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 London H 10 a.m.
Tues, Dec. 17 Zane Trace A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Waynesville H 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Washington H  
10:30 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 7 Wilmington A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 9 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 13 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 Greenfield H 5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 20 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Washington A 5 p.m.

Tallest Panther team looks for turnaround

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Isaiah Reisinger, Cameron Moore, 
Trevor Barker, Kyler Conn, Keegan Terry, Cyrus Keplinger; (back, l-r); Hayden Hunter, Dylan Bernard, Andrew Guthrie, 
Logan Rodgers, Ethan Steele, Bo Little. Not pictured: head coach Rob Pittser, assistant coaches Cory Patton, Jeff 
Smallwood, Tracey Tyree and Carlos Roberts.

See TALLeST | 27
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington Blue Lion 
boys varsity basketball team 
will feature a different cast 
of players for the upcoming 
2019-20 season than it did a 
year ago.

Four of their five starters 
graduated and a couple of 
other players who played last 
year are not coming out for the 
team this year.

Last year, the Blue Lions 
had seniors Omar Porter, 
Blaise Tayese, Richie Burns 
and evan Upthegrove.

Dillon Steward, another 
senior last year, played in the 
first 10 games of the season.

Washington has no starters 
returning.

“Being the first year last 
year, (I was) trying to cre-
ate a culture, trying to create 
something that was my own,” 
Washington second year head 
coach Connor Scott said. 
“Something that represents 
the community of Washington 
Court House and the school 
well.

“Last year I just thought it 
was a goal to overwhelm the 
other team with our athleti-

cism,” Scott said. “When you 
have evan Upthegrove, Dillon 
Steward, Omar Porter, Blaise 
Tayese and Richie Burns on 
the court, we were really put-
ting the other team in a tough 
situation, athletically.

“We had five guys that could 
get to the basket,” Scott said. 
“We had five guys who could 
pressure the ball. We had five 
guys who could rebound. We 
had five guys who could run 
the floor.

“Obviously, losing Dillon 
after the 10th game, we kind 
of had to adjust the way we 
played,” Scott said. “I was 

No starters back for Blue Lion basketball

Blue lion Boys 
BaskeTBall rosTer

No. Name ............ Height & Grade
1 Mitch Lotz .................... 5-8 11
3 Karson Runk .................5-7 10
23 Tanner Lemaster ............6-5 9
30 Trevor Rarick ................6-5 12
5 Drew Moats .................. 6-1 12
4 Brice Cartwright .......... 5-9 11
25 Ethan Rogers-Wright ... 6-2 11
13 Stone Dubois ............... 6-1 12
10 Trevin Brown ................ 6-1 12
15 Calum Brown ................6-0 9
 Traeton Johnson ..........5-10 9
 Clayton Howland ........ 5-6 10

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS J-V BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Titus Lotz, Wyatt Pfeifer, Kyland Howard, Destin Pence, Raleigh Haithcock, 
Morgan Caudill; (back, l-r); Isaiah McKinney, Traeton Johnson, Noah Hicks, R.J. Foose, Brayden May and Rishaun Burns.

See BLUe | 29
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Good Luck to all
Winter Sports
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Ben Ackley returns for his 
eighth season as head coach 
of the Miami Trace Lady Pan-
thers basketball program.

Miami Trace finished 16-8 
overall, 8-2 in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference, placing 
second.

“It was kind of an up and 
down year,” Ackley said. “I 
thought we were playing our 
best basketball at the end of 
the year.

“We had a couple of big 
wins against quality basketball 
teams,” Ackley said. “We fin-
ished second in the league to 
Washington Court House. We 
split with them and we split 
with McClain.

“Overall, it was not a bad 
year,” Ackley said. “But, it was 
not what we set out to do. We 
look for better things this year 
moving forward.”

Miami Trace graduated five 
seniors last year: Tori evans, 
Becca Ratliff, Cassidy Lovett, 
Olivia Wolffe and Lena Steele.

“That was a good senior 
class,” Ackley said. “That 

group had a lot of success. 
They had kids that could 
shoot the basketball. I thought 
that group made its presence 
known with their defense. 
They were part of our Final 
Four team (in 2016-17), a big 
part. They did a lot of really 
good things to aid our pro-
gram over the last four years. 
They will be sorely missed.

“Olivia Wolffe is playing 
softball at Cedarville,” Ack-
ley said. “Lena Steele is at 
Marshall University. Cassidy 
Lovett is going to Wilmington 
College. Becca Ratliff is going 
to Kent State and Tori evans 
is going to Ohio State.

“We’ve lost quite a bit,” Ack-
ley said. “Out of our starters 
from last year, we only return 
one starter, senior Shaylee 
McDonald. Junior Gracee 
Stewart is out for this season.

“Shaylee’s as good as any 
player in the area,” Ackley 
said. “She’s going to Kentucky 
Wesleyan on a full scholarship. 
They won their league last 
year; they are a very successful 
program.

“Shay’s worked extremely 
hard,” Ackley said. “She’s very 

polished in her game. She’s 
one of the most natural players 
I’ve ever coached. She’s right 
at the top of the list of all of 
the kids I’ve ever coached, as 
far as overall talent. We expect 
big things from her this year. 
Last year she was the co-play-
er of the league, along with 
Hannah Haithcock.

“She’s worked hard, she’s 
gotten stronger,” Ackley said. 
“She played AAU (Amateur 
Athletic Union) all summer. 
The thing that’s been the big-
gest blessing about Shaylee is 

the way she’s led our young 
kids. We are extremely young 
this year. We’ve got a lot of 
kids who are young in their 
roles. even our sophomores 
and juniors; everyone has dif-
ferent responsibilities than 
they had a year ago.

“We’re going through some 
growing pains right now,” 
Ackley said. “We’ll continue to 
get better. They are learning 
to play with one another. We 

MiaMi Trace Girls 
Middle school 

BaskeTBall

Mon., Dec. 2 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 5 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 9 Greenfield H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 London A 10 a.m.
Tues, Dec. 17 Zane Trace H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Waynesville A 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Washington H 9 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 7 Wilmington H  

4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 9 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 13 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 Greenfield A 5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 20 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Washington H 5 p.m.

Lady Panthers returning one starter for 2019-20

MiaMi Trace Girls 
BaskeTBall rosTer

No. Name ............ Height & Grade
2 Sidney Payton ....................10
3 Mallory Pavey .....................10
5 Aubrey McCoy .....................12
10 Shaylee McDonald ............. 12
11 Gracee Stewart ...................11
12 Magarah Bloom ..................11
13 Libby Aleshire..................... 10
20 Gracie Ferguson ................... 9
22/35 Addison Little...................... 11
24 Mallory Lovett ...................... 9
25 Hillery Jacobs ....................... 9
32 Grace Bapst ....................... 12
33 Emma Pitstick .................... 10
34 Delaney Eakins .................... 11

See ReTURNING | 31

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS VARSITY AND RESERVE BASKETBALL TEAMS — (front, l-r); Magarah Bloom, Emma Pitstick, Aubrey McCoy, Shaylee 
McDonald, Grace Bapst, Mallory Pavey, Gracee Stewart; (back, l-r); assistant coach Brian Southward, Audrey Craig, Kate Hicks, Addison Little, team manager 
Piper Grooms, Mallory Lovett, Hillery ‘Bean’ Jacobs, Lilly Workman, Delaney Eakins, Libby Aleshire, j-v coach Kayla Dettwiller, Sidney Payton, Gracey 
Ferguson, Hillary McCoy and head coach Ben Ackley. Not pictured: assistant coach Shawn Grooms.



2019 W
inter Sports O

utlook     7

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington Lady Blue 
Lions, under the direction of 
fourth-year head coach Saman-
tha Leach, will be a much dif-
ferent looking team than the 
one that won 20 games and a 
District championship a year 
ago.

Washington graduated five 
seniors, including the Frontier 
Athletic Conference’s Co-
Player of the Year, Hannah 
Haithcock. Haithcock is now 
playing for the University of 
Southern Indiana.

The other four seniors are 
Tabby Woods, Maddy Jenkins, 
Kassidy Hines and Bre Taylor.

Another key player for the 
last three seasons, senior Ray-
ana Burns, is not playing this 
year to focus on the upcoming 
track season and her future 

career at the University of 
Dayton.

For the third year in a row, 
Leach is joined by assistant 
coaches Mychal Turner and 
Corey Dye.

This will perhaps be a chal-
lenging season for Leach and 
the Lady Lions in that they 
have 12 players out for the 
team in grades 9-12.

“We’ve had a few kids that 
started out the season, but 
then decided not to continue 
to play,” Leach said. “It’s really 
unfortunate. If you talk with 
coaches in other school dis-
tricts, you’re going to see that 
we have the same issue as a lot 
of other schools. We’ve scrim-
maged Division I schools and 
they have the same amount of 
numbers in their program. It’s 
really a problem everywhere 
you go.

“One nice thing is, our 

kids have more opportunities 
now,” Leach said. “There are 
more programs for them to 
participate in. Several years 
ago, basketball was one of the 
few options kids could choose 
from. Now, there is swimming, 
bowling, gymnastics through 
the school. Some students 
choose to maybe focus on 

other sports through club 
teams that are not through the 

Lady Lions lost a lot to graduation

WashinGTon Girls 
Middle school 

BaskeTBall schedule

Mon., Dec. 2 Greenfield A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 5 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 9 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Wilmington A 5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 16 Fairfield A 5 p.m. #
Sat., Dec. 21 Miami Trace A 9 a.m. *
Sat., Jan. 4 Adena H 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 9 Greenfield H 5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 13 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 18 Unioto H 10 a.m.
Sat., Jan. 25 Miami Trace A 10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 27 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 30 London H 5 p.m.
* Super Saturday
# Date will change
7th grade plays first with 8th grade 
to follow

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON LADY LION VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Halli Wall, Shawna Conger, Abby Tackage; (second row, l-r); Kennedy Haithcock, 
Megan Sever, Aaralyne Estep, Kendall Dye, Jeleeya Tyree-Smith, Haven McGraw, Natalie Woods, Allie Mongold and Kaelin Pfeifer; (back, l-r); trainer Ashley 
Henry, coach Corey Dye, head coach Samantha Leach and coach Mychal Turner.

See GRADUATION | 33

lady lions rosTer

No. Name ............ Height & Grade
1 Allie Mongold ................ 5-2 9
2 Aaralyne Estep .............5-3 10
3 Kaelin Pfeifer ................. 5-2 9
4 Kendall Dye ....................5-7 9
5 Jeleeya Tyree-Smith ... 5-9 10
10 Abby Tackage ...............5-6 12
20 Natalie Woods ............... 5-6 9
21 Kennedy Haithcock ...... 5-6 9
22 Halli Wall .......................5-6 12
23 Shawna Conger ...........5-9 12
24 Haven McGraw .............5-7 10
33/11 Megan Sever ..................5-7 9
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Pastor Tony Garren has 
stepped in to fill the void to be 
the new girls basketball coach 
at Fayette Christian School for 
the 2019-20 season.

He replaces former head 
coach Angela Harris.

The Lady Crusaders had 
one senior last year in Taylor 
Brown.

The team will have one 
senior again this year: Grace 
Sheeter.

There is one junior: Stepha-
nie Stollings; four sophomores: 
Megan Sheeter, Makenna 
Granger, Katelynn Crichton 
and emily Barker.

There are two freshmen: 
Ryleigh Tooill and Latisha 
Kenpp; one eighth-grader, elli 
Lewis and five sixth-graders: 
Katelyn Bock, Keziah Knepp, 
Macy Willis, Luisa epifano 
and Jenna Durose.

“I coached soccer,” Garren 
said. “In fact, I helped start the 
soccer program at Washington 

High School years ago. That 
was in the late 1980’s. Soccer 
is what I know the most about.

“In a small Christian school, 
you do what needs to be 
done,” Garren said. “So, I’ve 
coached a little bit over the 
seasons, helping. I try to get 
other people (to be the coach). 
But, I’m very comfortable with 
soccer; I’ve played soccer all 
my life. We had a good season 
this season. We came in third 
in the State with our soccer 
team.

“I’m excited about basket-
ball, excited about the girls 
coming out,” Garren said. “At 
first, I didn’t know how many 
we were going to have. We 
started with, I guess, 10 and 
then it grew to 14.

“We have one senior, Grace 
Sheeter,” Garren said. “We 
have one junior, Stephanie 
Stallings. She’s never played 
before. We’ve got some young 
players who need to learn, but, 
we’ve got some good players.

“emily Barker was a starter 
last year,” Garren said. “She’ll 

probably play the point and 
she’s doing very well with that.

“Ryleigh Tooill and Latisha 
Knepp, both of those girls 
will get a lot of playing time,” 
Garren said. “We’re looking 
forward to, especially the 
freshmen, from ninth grade up, 
having a lot of playing time.

“eighth-grader elli Lewis 
is new to our school,” Garren 
said. “Then we’ve got some 

sixth-graders who won’t get a 
lot of playing time. We will not 
have a junior high team. It’s all 
going to be one team.

“In Christian schools, it’s 
hard to find other teams 
that have both varsity and 
junior high teams,” Garren 

Pastor Garren to coach FCS girls team

FayeTTe chrisTian 
school Girls 

BaskeTBall schedule

Tues., Dec. 3 Bethel H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 5 Emmanuel 

 A 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 7 Milford Christian 

 H 10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 10 Ross County 

 H 5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 Adams Co. A 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 Wayside A Noon
Tues., Jan. 7 Emmanuel H 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 10 Bethel A 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 14 Ross County  

5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 8 Adams County H 1 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 11 Milford Christian  

A 4:30 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 21 Hillsboro H 5 p.m. *
* senior night

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ryleigh Tooill, Emily Barker, Katelyn Crichton, Latisha Knepp, Makenna 
Granger, Megan Sheeter; (back, l-r); head coach Tony Garren, Keziah Knepp, Jenna Durose, Stephanie Stollings, Elli Lewis, Katelyn Bock, Luisa Epifano, Ally 
Barker and assistant coach Noah Gibbs. Not pictured: Grace Sheeter.

See FCS | 38

Fcs Girls BaskeTBall 
rosTer

No. Name ............................Grade
15 Grace Sheeter .................... 12
10 Stephanie Stollings.............11
3 Megan Sheeter ..................10
4 Makenna Granger ..............10
5 Katelynn Crichton ..............10
12 Emily Barker .......................10
14 Ryleigh Tooill ........................9
1 Latisha Knepp ......................9
22 Elli Lewis ...............................8
11 Katelyn Bock ........................6
2 Keziah Knepp .......................6
13 Luisa Epifano........................6
21 Jenna Derose .......................6
Manager - Ally Barker
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Hall of Fame coach Gary 
Shaffer returns for his second 
season as head coach of the 
Fayette Christian School boys 
basketball team for 2019-20.

This year’s team is com-
prised of three seniors: Nicho-
las epifano, Lane Hufford and 
Christopher Tooill.

There are no juniors.

Zander Ivey is the team’s 
lone sophomore.

There are four freshmen: 
Toby Butcher, Nate Crichton, 
Justin Wines and Drew Pon-
tious. Crichton, Wines and 
Pontious were on the team last 
year.

“Toby Butcher has never 
played before,” Shaffer said.

There are two eighth-
graders (at Christian schools, 
eighth-graders can play on the 

team with kids in grades 9-12): 
Brady Bumpus and Gage 
McDaniel.

“Gage is new to our school,” 
Shaffer said.

There are no seventh-
graders, but there is one sixth-
grader: J.P. Crichton.

Micah Coole will be the ball-
boy for the team.

Shaffer’s wife, Jean, will be 
the statistician for the team.

Assistant coaches with Shaf-

fer are Vic Pontious and Noah 
Gibbs.

“We don’t have the same 
rules that the public schools 
have,” Shaffer said. “In Ohio, 
you can only play five quarters 
a day. If you go to Kentucky, or 
other states, a lot of times it’s 
unlimited. even kids in fifth 
and sixth grade can play two 
or three games a day.

Shaffer emphasizing attitude and effort for FCS

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL CRUSADERS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Zander Ivey, Christopher Tooill, Lane Huffford, Nicholas Epifano, Drew 
Pontious; (back, l-r); assistant coach Vic Pontious, Gage McDaniel, Toby Butcher, Nate Crichton, Justin Wines, Brady Bumpus, Jake Crichton and head coach 
Gary Shaffer.

See ATTITUDe | 34

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS &
WASHINGTON BLUE LIONS 

ATHLETES

GOOD 
LUCK

9 West Front Street
New Holland, Ohio

495-5181
1-800-870-KIRK

• BROYHILL
• ENGLAND
• FLEXSTEEL
• G.E. APPLIANCE

• LA-Z-BOY
• RIVERSIDE
• SERTA
• LANE

Mon.,Wed., Th urs. • 8:30 am - 9 pm • Tues., Fri., Sat. • 8:30 am - 5 pm
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2574 US HWY 22 NW
Washington Court House, OH 43160

 740-335-8571

Good Luck to all Athletes!
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By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

Gymnastics this season has 
a lower number of participants 
but the relationships between 
the gymnasts are strong and 
supportive, according to Susan 
Holloway.

Holloway runs Trics Gym-
nastics Academy which is a 
local gym that offers many 
activities starting at age 2. 
Holloway has been coaching 
for approximately 22 years, 
making this season her 23rd 
year as head varsity with 
Miami Trace.

“I do it because I love the 
sport,” she explained. “I love 
the reward that I receive from 
working with the kids, teach-
ing them and training them in 
the sport that I love.”

The assistant coach is Chas-
ity Thomas. This will be Chas-
ity’s fourth year as assistant 
coach.

There are four different 
events the gymnasts compete 
in: balance beam, vaults, floor 
exercise and uneven bars.

Miami Trace is the only 
school in the local area to have 
a gymnastics team and will 
have six members this year.

The Miami Trace team has 
two seniors: Grace Rolfe and 
Devan Thomas.

According to Holloway, 
Thomas is skilled in all four 
events which is known as 
“competing all-around.” 
Through the club last season, 
Thomas was a regional quali-
fier for the balance beam.

“I’m looking forward to 
Devan’s leadership on the 
team,” said Holloway. “She’s 
been doing gymnastics for 
quite a few years, not just in 
high school. She’s been in the 
club program at Trics since 
she was a little girl.”

According to Holloway, 
Rolfe did not compete last year 
although she has been in gym-
nastics and “grew up in the 
gym.” She performs in all four 
events but Holloway listed 

balance beam as her strongest 
event.

“Grace is a leader by 
example,” explained Holloway. 
“She’s very dedicated to her 
own training.”

Thomas and Rolfe have been 
teammates for many years as 
they were both in the club pro-
gram together, and Holloway 
explained that “both girls’ will 
definitely help in the team 
score.

“I look forward to both of 
their individual scores being 
contributed to the team 
score,” said Holloway.

There are two sophomores 
on the team, Milana Macioce 
and Kandice Mathews, as 
well as two freshman, Averey 
Cockerill and McKinley Kel-
ley.

“All six of these girls have 
lived at this gym,” said Hol-
loway. “They have been in 
the club program. They have 
competed in gymnastics since 
they were little girls. So, all 
of their talent has been built 
through the years of their 
training.”

Training with the gymnasts 
from Miami Trace are two 

independent gymnasts—a 
Washington Court House 
City Schools freshman, Abby 
Rose, as well as a Greeneview 
junior, Lizzy Valentine.

“Abby and Lizzy have also 
grown up at the gym,” said 
Holloway. “Lizzy is a junior 
and she’s been here since she 
was 6 years old.”

As a freshman, this is 
Abby’s first year in the high 
school program. Although she 
does not have a team, she will 
be representing Washington 
C.H. and will be receiving 
individual recognition.

“I’m excited about the 
camaraderie among them, the 
friendships they’ve developed 
through the years,” said Hol-
loway. “They know each oth-
ers’ strengths and weaknesses 
and they’re very supportive of 
one another.”

“They have all the funda-
mentals,” she explained. “A 
lot of people associate gym-
nastics with flexibility and 
even though that could be 
true it isn’t necessary—it’s a 
lot of strength, body control 
and mind control. Once they 
figure out how to activate 

their muscles to control or 
manipulate their bodies, the 
skills are easy. But it takes 
a lot of training and a lot of 
strength building.”

“There’s a lot of competi-
tion,” said Holloway. “In the 
central district, there are 
about 24 teams and in the 
entire state there are about 
215 teams.”

“There’s a lot of gymnas-
tics in the state, just not in 
the surrounding area,” she 
explained. “So, we go to 
Columbus, we go to Dayton, 
we go to Cincinnati to com-
pete and then they come to 
us. We have home meets in 
the (Trics) gym.”

According to Holloway, 
competitions are held in pri-
vate gyms rather than in high 
school gyms because a lot of 
the schools can’t afford the 
equipment and school gyms 
tend to be unavailable due to 
other sports.

The gymnasts will be 
attending the district meet 
as well as the Dayton city 
championships. Holloway 
explained they do not have a 
sectional or regional competi-
tion, so the district “is pretty 
stiff competition against 
some of these bigger city 
schools.”

“Honestly, we are usually 
right there in the middle of 
the 24 teams in the central 
district,” said Holloway. 
“We’ve mostly been in 16th 
place, possibly 13th place 
throughout the years. We’re 
in the mainstay in competi-
tion.”

“A lot of the bigger schools 
have more than just the one 
gym they are pulling their 
athletes from,” explained Hol-
loway. “When I first took the 
helm about 23 years ago, we 
were in 21st place or close to 
it, but we’ve built ourselves 
steadily through the years.”

As Miami Trace is the only 
local school with a team, Hol-

MT gymnasts ready for the season

See GYMNASTS | 39

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE GYMNASTICS TEAM — (front, l-r); Abby Rose, 
Washington; Devan Thomas, Grace Rolfe, Lizzy Valentine, Greeneview; (back, 
l-r); McKinley Kelley, Kandice Mathews, Milana Macioce, Averey Cockerill, 
head coach Susan Holloway. Not pictured: assistant coach Chasity Thomas.
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MT Girls Bowling looking forward to great season

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

The Miami Trace Girls 
Bowling team is looking for-
ward to a competitive season 
and are hoping to win big this 
year.

Miami Trace Girls Bowling 
coach Diane Amore spoke 
recently about her roster. 
According to Amore, the team 
has 17 members — down 
from 22 last year — and she is 
expecting the girls to fill both 
the varsity and junior varsity 
roster.

“We can have eight for each, 
so that is 16 with one girl left 
over,” Amore said. “I believe 
that means the girls who want 
it the most, work the hardest 
and bowl the most consistent 
will be the varsity and junior 
varsity teams, but the one 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Adelyn Hoppes; Hannah Miller; Haley Davis; 
(middle, l-r); Christina Hoos; Lindsey Stump; Macie Caudill; Alexis Houser; Kennidi Burkhart; Lexis Ely; (back, l-r); 
head coach Diane Amore; Brianna Gozy; Gabby McCord; Alexus Arledge; Ashley Wilson; Ashtin Ruth; Lindsey Carter; 
Allison Brady and Savannah Shupert.See GReAT | 36

809 Delaware Street
Washington Court House, OH
Visit our website @ www.WCRhx.com

Good Luck to all 
our great Athletes!
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By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

The Washington Court 
House Girls Bowling team 
is expecting to continue its 
growth from last year for the 
2019-20 winter season.

Second year bowling coach 
Anthony Amore said during 
an interview recently he has 
already seen exceptional 
growth as most of his girls are 
returning to the team from last 
season.

“This year I only have a 
couple of seniors but both 
are wanting to be the among 
the top Frontier Athletic 
Conference (FAC) bowlers,” 
Amore said. “Maitlyn Cave 
and Lindsey Buckner have set 
their goals and they have the 
work ethic. As long as they 
continue this effort, there is no 
doubt they have the potential 
to (be the top bowlers) and 
honestly I believe it is there if 
they want it.”

Amore explained his team 
is a little top heavy this 
year with no freshman or 
sophomores, but the majority 
are girls that played on the 
team last year. With this 
experience in mind, Amore 
said he has already noticed 
that in practice the girls are 
focusing on fundamentals 
and listening to his 
expectations.

“The girls have a good 
understanding of the game, 
but some need to learn to 
make adjustments and have 
confidence when playing,” 
Amore said. “We ended up 
third (Hillsboro won the 
girls league) last year if I 
remember. So it’s a very real 
possibility we end up taking 
the league. We are going to 
find our top six bowlers and 

the hope is that the girls 
want to play varsity. Through 
this competition of placing 
our top six, it will allow the 
girls to work harder and 
grow even more as they push 
to be on the varsity team. 
Trace and Hillsboro are 
going to continue to be tough 
competition for us, especially 
because Trace has a lot of 
girls to pick from. If we can 
get our talent to perform 
more consistently and 
remember the fundamentals, 
we really do have a great 
team for this season.”

The coach also said he is 
hoping to get more girls in 
the program for next year 
since they will be losing a 
few seniors, but he said he 
was excited to see the juniors 
continue to grow and hopes 
that growth will continue 
into next season as well.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.

WCH girls bowling team continues to grow

WashinGTon BoWlinG
schedule

Tues., Nov,. 26 Chillicothe A  
4:30 p.m.

Sat., Nov. 30 Centerville A TBA
Mon., Dec. 2 Hillsboro A 4 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 6 Wellston H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 Miami Trace H 
3:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 Baker Bash @ Plain City 

TBA
Wed., Dec. 18 Logan H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Logan Elm H 4 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Jackson A 8 a.m.
Fri., Dec. 27 Circleville H 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 2 McClain H 3 p.m.

Sat., Jan. 4 Baker tournament @ 
Shawnee Lanes Noon

Thurs., Jan. 9 Chillicothe H  
4:30 p.m.

Sat., Jan. 11 Baker Bash H 9 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 14 Logan Elm A 4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 Hillsboro H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Miami Trace H  

3:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 29 Jackson H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 6 FAC Tournament at 

LeElla Lanes 4 p.m.
Home matches are held at LeElla 
Lanes

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON LADY LION BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Eva Smalley; Madison Newman; Maitlyn Cave; Lindsey Buckner; (back, l-r); head coach 
Anthony Amore; Caitlyn Booth; Brooklyn Foose; Ali Reeves and Hanna Yoho. Not pictured is Jessika Young.
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Amore Sr. sets expectations for MT Boys Bowling

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

The Miami Trace Boys 
Bowling team has high expec-
tations already with their 
largest team since the program 
was created nearly nine years 
ago.

With 17 bowlers available to 
him, head coach Ron Amore 
Sr. said he has a lot of talent in 
his group and will take both a 
varsity and junior varsity team 
this year. At the top of the 
team are his two seniors, Jay 
Caudill and Amore’s grandson 
Andrew Amore. According 
to the coach, both boys have 
been with the team for four 
years and have learned a lot 
since then. He said both are 
showing great consistency in 
their qualifying games so far 
this year.

The Record-Herald also 
asked Amore about how he 

feels to be able to see his 
grandson grow into not only a 
great bowler, but a great per-
son as he is expected to gradu-
ate after this year. With a tear 
forming in his eye and a laugh, 
Amore simply said it has been 

good to coach his grandson 
and although he does expect a 
lot more out of him, Andrew 
has always stepped up to the 
challenge.

“Both boys have been varsity 
starters since the beginning 

and practices for them are 
already going well,” Amore 
said. “Practices have been 
going well for everyone really. 
Conner Collins is returning as 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Allen Penwell; Hunter Welling; Christian Scott; 
Drew Ferguson; Garrett Coy; (back, l-r); Dakota Oyer; Jordan Pottle; Noah McMurray; Brock Carter; Owen Mullins and 
head coach Buckie Caulley. Not pictured is Kylan Rowland.

See AMORe | 14

FAYETTE 
VETERINARY 

HOSPITAL
Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.

AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
• Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities
• Concern for Preventive Medicine
• Dental Care
• Nursing Care
• Proper Anesthetic Procedures
• Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities

AAHA
AMERICAN

ANIMAL
HOSPITAL

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER HOSPITAL

Best Wishes to area 
athletes for a great season!
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WCH Boys Bowling welcomes new coach

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

The Washington Court 
House High School Boys 
Bowling returns this season 
with a brand new coach and 
11 players on the team.

Buckie Caulley, who works 
as the accounts payable coor-
dinator at the Washington 
Court House City Schools, 
has bowled for over 40 years 
in various leagues, for fun 
and now as a coach. Caul-
ley is no amateur either, 
having bowled eight perfect 
games in his life-time. He 
said recently he decided to 
become a coach after visit-
ing his kindergarten student 
at his school, and wanted 
to become involved in the 
school district and decided to 
become a coach. With years 
of coaching experience in 
other sports, Caulley said he 
was finally ready — and able 
— to help teach the game he 
has loved his whole life.

“I started coaching with 
youth at the YMCA,” Caulley 
said. “After a few years of 
coaching all sorts of sports 
to kids in the 3-to-7-years-old 
range, I wanted to challenge 
some older kids.”

Caulley said his team of 11 
members has a lot of talent, 
something he was very excit-
ed to share. He said several 
of the students have played 

in their free-time within 
youth leagues or just for fun, 
and after Caulley heard he 
was taking over as coach, he 
has been talking with their 
parents to learn more about 
which kids have experience 
and which ones don’t.

“We have a few new kids 
and quite a few freshmen this 
year,” Caulley said. “We are 
expecting all of the players 

to get better as time goes on. 
Currently we are working on 
trying to teach the new play-
ers proper timing, balance 
and muscle memory. These 
are, in my opinion, the three 
most important aspects of 
bowling. The more experi-
enced players are also learn-
ing, but we are focusing on 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Allen Penwell; Hunter Welling; Christian Scott; 
Drew Ferguson; Garrett Coy; (back, l-r); Dakota Oyer; Jordan Pottle; Noah McMurray; Brock Carter; Owen Mullins and 
head coach Buckie Caulley. Not pictured is Kylan Rowland.

a sophomore this year and he 
started on varsity as a fresh-
man, so we are expecting a lot 
out of him. Otherwise we have 
many kids and with this many 
kids we will have them playing 
to see who takes our varsity 
spots every week. We will also 
have some play JV, but that 
depends on if other teams 
have a JV division.”

Amore Sr. said if he had to 
guess, he would expect this 
year to be the best team they 
have had in terms of talent. 
The two seniors are, as he 
expected, also stepping up as 
leaders to help the other play-
ers grow.

“We are just trying to teach 
them all to hit their target and 
remain consistent,” Amore Sr. 
said. “Accuracy and consis-
tency are the two biggest fac-
tors in bowling. From every-
thing to how fast you walk on 

approach to where their hand 
swings and even the point 
of release. All of this needs 
to continue to be consistent. 
When you see pros bowl they 
can make it look easy, but let 
me tell you it is not nearly 

that easy.”
Amore Sr. also took time 

to look forward toward the 
season. He said that Hillsboro 
and Washington High School 
always have great teams and 
he is hoping that the team can 
step up and finish first in the 
Frontier Athletic Conference 
this year.

“Regardless of the outcome, 
I really do hope all of the boys 
come back again who can and 
keep learning,” Amore Sr. 
said. “I tell them all the time 
to watch the good bowlers and 
to put in a lot of hard work. 
I really do expect some big 
things from the team again 
this year and I expect our boys 
will definitely compete.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.

From page 13

Amore

See BOWLING | 39

MiaMi Trace BoWlinG
schedule

Tues., Nov,. 26 Chillicothe A 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 30 Centerville A TBA
Mon., Dec. 2 Hillsboro A 4 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 6 Wellston H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 Washington H 3:30 

p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 Baker Bash @ Plain City 

TBA
Wed., Dec. 18 Logan H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Logan Elm H 4 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Jackson A 8 a.m.
Fri., Dec. 27 Circleville H 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 2 McClain H 3 p.m.

Sat., Jan. 4 Baker tournament @ 
Shawnee Lanes Noon

Thurs., Jan. 9 Chillicothe H 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 11 Baker Bash H 9 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 14 Logan Elm A 4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 Hillsboro H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Washington H 3:30 

p.m.
Wed., Jan. 29 Jackson H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 6 FAC Tournament at 

LeElla Lanes 4 p.m.
Home matches are held at LeElla 
Lanes
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By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

Katie Kasberg is in her 
second year coaching the 
Miami Trace swim team with 
assistant coach Keith Foster 
helping to keep everything 
managed.

Although she spends her 
evenings coaching, during the 
day Kasberg is an art teacher 
at east Clinton High School.

“I love swimming and I 
love coaching swim,” she 
explained. “I get to work 
with young people all day. I 
enjoy helping them grow and 
develop their skills and their 
character.”

The two also coach the 
Washington High School swim 
team, meaning both teams 
practice together on a routine 
basis.

“I would be lost without 
him,” explained Kasberg. 
“Managing 50 kids between 
both high schools and another 
20 at the YMCA is a lot of 
work. Keith is a workhorse. It 
doesn’t matter what needs to 
be done, he’s already on it.”

According to Kasberg, there 
are nine seniors on the teams 
this year. Those seniors are 
Kaitlyn Arnold, Cameron 
Bucher, Kate Leach, Lilly 
Litteral, Kylee Pettit, Jacob 
Downing, Trevor Throckmor-
ton, Hunter Roush and Kahlin 
Orso.

Kasberg explained that 
Litteral swims the 100 and 
50-yard freestyle events, 
Throckmorton swims the 50 
freestyle and the 100 breast-
stroke events, Roush swims 
the 200 freestyle and the 
backstroke events while Orso 
swims various distances of 
freestyle.

Arnold is a first year swim-
mer this season and Kasberg 
said, “we are looking forward 
to how she does in competi-
tion this year.”

Bucher and Leach are both 
fourth year swimmers.

Bucher was less than a 

second from breaking the 100 
butterfly record last season, 
according to Kasberg who 
said, “I think this will be her 
year to get that record.”

Leach is close to breaking 
the 100-yard breaststroke 
record, according to Kasberg 
who further explained, “I look 
forward to watching her cap-
ture that record.”

Downing swims the 100 
backstroke and freestyle 
events. Kasberg explained that 
he is hoping to capture the 
backstroke record this season.

Pettit was studying abroad 
during last season but has 
returned to swim for her final 
year of high school.

Kasberg said, “I look for-
ward to seeing how she per-
forms in competition. She is 
strong in practice.”

“Leadership looks strong 
this year,” said Kasberg. “We 
have 14 returning swimmers 

this year, as well as a handful 
of new swimmers.”

Numbers are down slightly 
as many seniors were lost after 
last season.

“Miami Trace lost eight 
seniors last year, which was 
a blow to the team for sure. 
I’ve been impressed with the 
new swimmers that started 
this year, and I think they’ll be 

able to rebuild quickly,” she 
explained.

According to Kasberg, the 
Miami Trace teams swim once 
against Athens, Portsmouth, 
east Clinton, Adena, Logan 
elm, Westfall and Circleville as 
well as twice against McClain, 
Chillicothe and Hillsboro in 

MiaMi Trace and WashinGTon sWiMMinG schedule

Tues., Nov. 26 Logan Elm H 5 p.m. *
Tues., Dec. 3 Portsmouth Tri  

H 5:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 6 Hillsboro Tri A 5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 10 Home Quad  

Meet 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 McClain Tri A 5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 17 Wilmington Tri  

H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Chillicothe Tri A TBA
Fri., Jan. 3 Athens Tri A TBA
Tues., Jan. 7 McClain Tri H 5 p.m.

Thurs., Jan. 9 Wilmington  
Quad A 5 p.m.

Tues., Jan. 14 Hillsboro Tri H 5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 21 Chillicothe Tri H 5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 29 Boys FAC Championship 

@ McClain  
4:30 p.m.

Thurs., Jan. 30 Girls FAC 
Championship @ McClain  
4:30 p.m.

* Home swim meets are held at the 
Fayette County YMCA

Panthers swim toward breaking records

Courtesy photo
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS SWIM TEAM — (front, l-r); seniors Kaitlyn Arnold, Cameron Bucher, Kate Leach, 
Trevor Throckmorton, Jacob Downing, Hunter Roush and Kylee Pettit; (second row, l-r); juniors Emily McNeal and 
Debbie Abare; (third row, l-r); sophomores Mychal Rose, Emily Moser, Keely McBride and Abby Brandt; (fourth row, 
l-r); freshman Max Trimble, Christian Rossiter, Molly Porter and Kelsey Leasure. Not pictured: Kahlin Orso, Lilly 
Litteral, Becca Meehan, Madison Shannon and Courtney Arnold.

See SWIM | 35
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By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

Katie Kasberg is in her fifth 
year coaching the Washington 
High School swim team along 
side assistant coach Keith 
Foster.

Kasberg began coaching 
swim in 1998 with the Jerry 
L. Garver YMCA in Colum-
bus and has been coaching 
swim for the Fayette County 
YMCA since 2011.

Foster, according to Kas-
berg, “puts in countless hours 
setting up and tearing down, 
running workouts, highlight-
ing heat sheets, making sure 
we have highlighters.”

Kasberg explained she has 
a tendency of walking off 
with their highlighters after 
meets.

“He runs the timing sys-
tem and deals with technical 
issues,” she said.

The two also coach the 
Miami Trace swim team, 
meaning both teams practice 
together on a routine basis.

According to Kasberg, 
swimmers can start on the 
YMCA team “from the time 
they can swim the length of 
the pool, and I’ve had them 
start as young as four years 
old although most start 
between the ages of 7 and 9.”

According to Kasberg, 
there are five seniors on the 
boys’ and girls’ swim team 
this season. Those seniors are 
Chandler Carr, Trevor Minyo, 
Josh Waters, Kristen Fickel 
and Cierra Daniels.

Minyo is a fourth year 
swimmer who swims the 200-
yard freestyle as well as the 
100-yard butterfly events.

Carr, Waters and Fickel are 
all third year swimmers. Carr 
swims the 200-yard freestyle 
as well as the 100-yard back-
stroke events. Fickel swims in 
a variety of events including 
the 100-yard breaststroke. 
Waters swims in the 50-yard 
freestyle and the 100-yard 
backstroke events.

Waters went to Districts 
last season on the 200 Med-
ley and 200 Freestyle relays. 
Waters will be unable to com-
pete this season due to a knee 
injury.

Cierra Daniels is a first 
year swimmer.

“Cierra has been build-
ing strength and technique 
quickly,” said Kasberg. “We 
are looking forward to see-
ing how she competes this 

season.”
Due to having five seniors 

as well as six juniors on the 
teams this year, leadership 
appears to be strong as Kas-
berg explained, “we have a 
strong set of upperclassmen 
this year.”

According to Kasberg, 
there are 12 returning swim-
mers along with four fresh-
man swimmers “who have 
experience in club swim with 

the Fayette County YMCA 
team. We also have an excel-
lent group of new swimmers 
this year who have been 
working hard to prepare for 
the season.”

Compared to the previous 
season, the number of swim-
mers on the girls’ team have 
improved while the number 
of swimmers on the boys’ 
team have remained steady.

As far as competitions go, 
Kasberg explained the teams 
will swim against “McClain, 
Chillicothe and Hillsboro 
twice each this season as well 
as Athens, Portsmouth, east 
Clinton, Adena, Logan elm, 
Westfall and Circleville once.”

The league championship 
meet is planned for Jan. 29 
for the boys’ team and Jan. 30 
for the girls’ team.

“We have strong competi-
tion throughout the league 
and look forward to doing 
well this season,” said Kas-
berg. “It will be interesting to 
see how we fare in the league 
this year.”

The swimmers have been 
working on setting their own 
personal goals, according to 
Kasberg who said, “We have a 
great mix of returning swim-
mers and strong freshman 
joining the team.

“I’d like to see us take more 
athletes to the District meet 
this year,” she explained.

Since coaches are shared 
between both the Washington 
and the Miami Trace swim 
teams, the teams share “bus-
sing, practice time and go to 
all meets” together.

“The set-up we have with 
swimming in Fayette County 
has created a feeling of one 
big, happy family that just 
happens to come from two 
different school districts,” 
said Kasberg. “Logistically, 
there are some challenges 
with communication and run-
ning two teams, but I think 
overall that the swimmers, 
parents and schools love what 
we’re doing here.”

Blue Lion swimmers stay strong

WashinGTon and MiaMi Trace  
sWiMMinG schedule

Tues., Nov. 26 Logan Elm H 5 p.m. *
Tues., Dec. 3 Portsmouth Tri  

H 5:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 6 Hillsboro Tri A 5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 10 Home Quad  

Meet 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 McClain Tri A 5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 17 Wilmington Tri 

 H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Chillicothe Tri A TBA
Fri., Jan. 3 Athens Tri A TBA
Tues., Jan. 7 McClain Tri H 5 p.m.

Thurs., Jan. 9 Wilmington  
Quad  A 5 p.m.

Tues., Jan. 14 Hillsboro Tri H 5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 21 Chillicothe Tri H 5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 29 Boys FAC Championship 

@ McClain  
4:30 p.m.

Thurs., Jan. 30 Girls FAC 
Championship @ McClain  
4:30 p.m.

* Home swim meets are held at the 
Fayette County YMCA

Courtesy photo
Pictured (L-R) in the front row are seniors Chandler Carr, Trevor Minyo 
and Cierra Daniels, in the second row are juniors Preston Hines, Julie 
Bailey, Garren Walker, Cameron Johnson and Ty Rose, in the third row are 
sophomores Eryne Croker, Haley Brenner, Chloe Lovett, Ben Harper and Ryan 
Elrich, in the fourth row are freshman Madison Picklesimer, Addie Newsome, 
Audrey Lotz, Jordan McCane and Blake Walker. Not pictured: Shelbee 
Crago, Kristen Fickel, Joshalynn Worth, Allison Forsythe, Josh Waters, Reilly 
Downing and Cheyenne Tuttle.
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

Following a successful sea-
son in which the Miami Trace 
wrestling team won the Fron-
tier Athletic Conference (FAC) 
and had two State tournament 
qualifiers, the Panthers once 
again have high expectations 
for the 2019-20 season.

Miami Trace graduated one 
of the State qualifiers from a 
year ago, James Munro, but 
returns the other state quali-
fier, junior Mcale Callahan. A 
state alternate also returns as a 
sophomore, Weston Melvin.

Head coach Ben Fondale, 
who has been at the helm of 
the Panthers wrestling pro-
gram for three years, hopes to 
build on last year’s success.

“We lost two seniors from 
last year and they were two 
huge contributors to our 
team,” said Fondale. “But last 
year we were fairly young. 
This year we should be a little 
more experienced, a little bit 
more mature.”

A big part of that experi-
ence and maturity are this 
year’s seniors: Dawson Wal-
lace, David Sheets, Zach Tin-
kler, Storm Duffy and Grant 
DeBruin.

Fondale is joined by assis-
tant coach Jacob Garringer, as 
well as assistance from Jack 
Anders and Mason Cook.

As this Record-Herald inter-
view with Fondale occurred 

just as practice was begin-
ning for the year, Fondale 
talked about the importance 
of reviewing the fundamentals 
going into this season.

“Our guys are probably a 
little rusty, other than those 
who did some open mats or 
open camps over the sum-
mer,” Fondale said before the 
season began. “Some of our 
football players are probably 

a little rusty and some of the 
guys who haven’t wrestled for 
a while will be a little rusty. So 
it’s important to really stress 
the fundamentals.”

Several wrestlers also played 
football for Miami Trace this 
past season. Fondale said his 
wrestlers are encouraged to 
participate in other sports.

“We encourage our guys to 
play multiple sports,” he said. 

“especially those who want to 
go into college sports, a lot of 
coaches there want multi-sport 
athletes in their programs.”

Lofty goals have been set 
once again for the proud Pan-
ther wrestling program.

“I think a good team goal 
to set is to win the Regionals, 
win the FAC league, have at 

MT wrestling strives for another strong season

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Zach Tinkler, David Sheets, Dawson 
Wallace, Storm Duffy, Grant DeBruin; (second row, l-r); Luke Anders, Mcale Callahan, Graham Carson, Ashton Curtis, 
Titus Lehr, Shane Seymour; (third row, l-r); Bryce Bennett, Weston Pettit, Weston Melvin, Jayden LeBeau, Jesse 
Benitez, Kylan Knapp, Alex McCarty, Jared Seymour, Devin Seymour; (fourth row, l-r); Luke Hoppes, Haiden Tyree, 
Stephen Lehr, Vincent Munro, Jamey Wamsley, Keegan Williams; (back, l-r); Aaron Little, Kyle Bennett, Zakkery 
Penwell, Aiden Johnson, Riston LeBeau.

See STRONG | 36 
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

Louis Reid, now in his 
19th year as head coach of 
the Washington Blue Lions 
wrestling program, said he’s 
excited about the upcoming 
2019-20 season and the poten-
tial of his talented team.

Last year, the Blue Lions 
tied for second in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference (FAC), 
finished in the top 20 at the 
District tournament, and sent 
one wrestler, Branton Dawes, 
to State.

“We didn’t score any points 
at the State meet, but we did 
manage to send Branton, who 
was a freshman last year, to 
State,” said Reid. “He had an 
outstanding year…he won the 
Sectional, won the District and 
of course was a State-qualifier. 
He also won the FAC. He had 
43 wins and four losses, and 
the only individuals he lost to 
all competed at a State meet.”

Along with returning Dawes 
as a sophomore, Washington 

also returns all five District 
qualifiers from a year ago: 
sophomore Bryce Warner (in 
his first year of wrestling last 
year he qualified to the Dis-
trict), senior Kalub Wilkerson 
(FAC runner-up), senior Col-
lier Brown, sophomore Mason 
Mustain and junior Dylan 
Moore.

“I’m feeling really good 
about returning all of our 
District qualifiers along with 
our State qualifier,” said 
Reid. “Our lineup was really 
young last year, we only had 
one senior, Jay Fettig. Kids 
in our lineup this year have 
a lot of experience, although 
we’re still fairly young. We’ll 
have only three seniors in our 
lineup, Collier Brown, Kalub 
Wilkerson and Chase Sluder. 
Last year, Chase Sluder didn’t 
make it to Districts, but as a 
first-year wrestler he won 25 
matches and was third in the 
league at heavyweight.”

Reid also said he was excit-
ed to see some of the younger 
wrestlers and new contribu-

tors help out this year’s team.
“Some of the freshmen who 

may be able to help out are 
Ian Roush (a junior high State 
qualifier), Cody Brown, Josiah 
Whitt, Connor Day (a junior 
high State qualifier), and Trev-
or Crocker (a junior high State 
qualifier),” he said. “Some 
other kids who I kind of notice 
in the room are Chase Mallow, 
Cal Wightman and Chris Nich-
ols. We also have a returner in 
Jarad Kuhn, a junior, who was 
injured last year, but I believe 
he’ll help us out a lot. Coach 

(Chuck) Williamson and the 
other football coaches push a 
lot of their football guys to do 
wrestling, so we have a lot of 

WCH wrestling program sets lofty goals

WashinGTon VarsiTy 
WresTlinG
schedule

Tues., Dec. 10 Waverly H 6 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 11 Wilmington H 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 Pool Style H 9:30 a.m.
Thurs, Dec. 19 Jackson A 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 27 Wheeling Park A 9 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 28 Wheeling Park A  

9 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 9 McClain H 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 Chillicothe A 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 18 Western Brown Invit. A 

9:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Miami Trace H 

 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 25 Bracket Style H  

9:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 30 Hillsboro H 6 p.m. *
Sat., Feb. 1 FAC Championship @ 

WHS 9:30 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 8 Team Duals @ MTHS 

9:30 a.m.
Fri., Feb. 28 Sectional @ WHS 4 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 29 Sectional @ WHS  

10 a.m.
* Date will change

WashinGTon Middle 
school WresTlinG

schedule

Sat., Dec. 7 Pool Style H 9:30 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 11 Wilmington H 6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Jackson A 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 9 McClain H 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 Chillicothe A 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 18 Bracket Style H  

9:30 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Miami Trace H  

6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 30 FAC Tournament @ 

McClain 5:30 p.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); assistant coaches Todd Mustain and Marlin Ellis, Cody Brown, Josiah Whitt, 
Branton Dawes, Bryce Warner, Chase Sluder, Collier Brown, Kalub Wilkerson, Ian Roush, head coach Louis Reid; (middle, l-r); Skyler Buckner, James Caldwell, 
Jenna Kuhn, Kelston Dalton, Madison Greenly, Tyris Virts, Donovan Mason, Dylan Moore, Chase Mallow, Trevor Crocker; (back, l-r); Nick Clouse, Mason 
Mustain, Mac Miller, Cal Wightman, Ethan Campbell, Chris Nichols, Zyon Wilson, Faris Abdulghani, Connor Day.

See LOFTY | 35
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Miami Trace Panthers Cheerleaders

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY CHEERLEADERS — (l-r); Megan Manns, Ali Cusic, Madison Southward, Kaitlyn Ellsworth, Panther Elijah Brown, 
Hayley Binegar, Jocee Parrish, Saylor Moore, Alexis Gardner.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS JUNIOR-VARSITY CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); Lexi Hagler, Madison Johnson, Madison Scott, Carlee Cartee; (back, l-r); 
Natalie Lindsey, Abi Mick, Sarah Duron, Mallory Mitchem.

   Court Street
Animal Hospital

414 E. Court Street, 
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

Robert G. Vanzant, D.V.M.

740-335-8555
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Good Luck to all Teams

YOUR FAMILY’S SAFETY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY
     We offer complete auto repair and maintenance 
services to keep your car running like new today and 
down the road.
     We hope you never need our collision repair services, but if you 
do, we promise to take great care of you with excellent repair work 
and customer service. Our knowledgeable, certified technicians 
and friendly, professional office staff are at your service.  
     We’re a family-owned business with a reputation  for 
honest work and fair prices. Come see us today for service 
you can trust.

Full Service Automotive Repair
24-Hr. Towing 740-335-3630

1406 US 22 NW,  
Washington C.H.   
 (740) 335-8344O
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Emergency

Road Service

Over 50 Years of Service 
to Fayette County

BELL’S TOWING
1406 U.S. 22 NW
 Washington C.H.

(740) 335-3630
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SWB Tuxedos

— All Types of Beautiful — 
Wear Your Beautiful 
at 131 E. Court Street

Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

• Tuxedo Rentals for 
every size and shape

• We carry several brands & 
every color you could imagine

GREENFIELD  620 Pine St. • 937-981-2276
WASHINGTON C.H.  122 E. East St. • 740-335-8583

CHILLICOTHE  36 W. Water St. • 740-779-1444
HILLSBORO  138 West Beech St. • 937-393-4251
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SWB Tuxedos
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Washington Blue Lion Cheerleaders

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); Emilee Anschutz, Kayla Welling, Cheyenne Tuttle, Sydney Shadburn, Britnie 
Kirkendall; (middle, l-r); Marissa McNamee, Brooklynn Stanley, Brooklyn Reeves, Morgan Reeves; (back, l-r); assistant coach Valaria Campbell, Madison 
Gilmore, Madison Hayes, Amya Haithcock, Destanie Leach, mascot Brandelyn Jenkins, Lexi Stiffler, Arianna Bagheri, Rachel Palmer, Tayler Jaeckels, and 
head coach Tara Bivens.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION JUNIOR-VARSITY CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); Analese Mitson, Morgan Cartwright, Kylee Jones; (middle, l-r); Kalana 
Smith, Shelbee Crago, Megan Gruber, Allie Forsythe; (back, l-r); assistant coach Valaria Campbell, Alexus Eggleton, mascot Brandelyn Jenkins, Maggie 
Copas, and head coach Tara Bivens.
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Miami Trace Middle School Basketball Teams

See MORe MT MIDDLe SCHOOL PHOTOS  | 24

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE 8th GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Lyndon Phillips, Bryson Osborne, Eli Fliehman, Ben Mathews, Colton Lindsey; 
(back, l-r); coach Tyler Robertson, Garrett Guess, Nick Farrens, Pierce McCarty, Brady Armstrong and Austin Boedeker.

2019-20 MIAMI TRACE 7th GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Malachi Jones, Carter Denney, Bryson Yeoman, Marcus Jackson, Ian Mavis, Evan 
Mollett; (back, l-r); Zach Vincent, Christian Heath, Wyatt Liston, coach Alex Marting, Skye Salyers, Trey Robinette and Conner Guthrie.
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Miami Trace Middle School Basketball Teams

 Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019-20 MIAMI TRACE 8th 
GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL 

TEAM — (front, l-r); Carley 
Payton, Nevaeh Lyons, Sue 

Morris; (back, l-r); Lydia 
Abare, Jessie Stewart, 
coach John Persinger, 

Hannah Binegar, 
 Emily Turner.

2019-20 MIAMI 
TRACE 7th GRADE 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
TEAM — (front, l-r); 
Ginny Trent, Hannah 
Cummings; (middle, 
l-r); Ellie Robinette, 
Sidney Carter, Emily 
Reeves; (back, l-r); 
Keeona Ramierz, 
Hannah Houck, 
coach Jeff King, 
Addyson Butts and 
Hannah Anders.
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Washington Middle School Basketball Teams

See MORe WCH MIDDLe SCHOOL PHOTOS  | 26

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION 8th GRADE BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Gabe Wightman, Bryce Yeazel, Ian Rogers-Wright, John Wall, Hunter Hinkley, 
Blake Bagheri; (back, l-r); Logan Presley, Isaiah Haithcock, Coleden May, Brennan Lovely, Luke Crabtree, Gabe Tayese, coach Derek Shaw. Not pictured: coach 
Casey Shaw.
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Washington Middle School Basketball Teams Continued

Photo by Christy Wall
2019-20 WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL TEAMS — (front, l-r); (7th grade): Jada Ryan, Neveah-Paige Shiltz, Madison Martin, Maggi Wall; not 
pictured for 7th grade; Aysha Haney, Alaysia Dotson, Sam Dallmayer, Kevonna Mansfield, coach Greg Leach; (back l-r); (8th grade): Alizae Ryan, Trinity 
George, Addie Shiltz, Addi Knisley, Lilly Shaw, Kaithlyn Maquiling, Calleigh Wead, Lindsey Bunch, coach Seth Leach.

2019-20 
WASHINGTON BLUE 
LION 7th GRADE 
BASKETBALL TEAM 
— (front, l-r); Shane 
Crago, Charlie Eplin, 
Jakob Hoosier, Will 
Miller; (middle, l-r); 
Logan Clevenger, 
Gage Merritt, Frank 
Maddux, Lafe 
Coleman, Logan 
Krape; (back, l-r); 
Jacob LIndsey, 
Jermaine Lindsey, 
head coach Tyler 
Flora, Daryan 
Murphy and 
Isaac Hood.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
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scrimmages and the open 
gyms, they had a really good 
summer.

“Kyler will be our point 
guard,” Pittser said. “He was 
All-District in soccer. He was 
a captain on the soccer team 
and he’s taken that leadership 
to the next step, basketball-
wise. He’s leading vocally; he’s 
leading by example. He’ll be 
right at the top of our league 
in terms of point guards. He’s 
very, very competitive and 
a tough-minded kid. We feel 
pretty good about what he can 
do at the point.

“Trevor is an off-guard, 
we’ll play him at the shoot-
ing guard,” Pittser said. 
“He’ll back Kyler up at the 
point. He’s another two-year 
player. He’s a good three-point 
shooter. He’s a good rebound-
ing guard for his size. He’ll be 
a big, big component of what 
we’re doing.

“Several of our juniors 
played as sophomores,” Pittser 
said.

The juniors are: Keegan 
Terry, Dylan Bernard, Logan 
Rodgers, Cameron Moore, 
ethan Steele, Bo Little and 
Cyrus Keplinger.

“Dylan, Logan, Cameron 
and ethan, those guys played 
a lot of minutes last year as 
sophomores on the varsity,” 
Pittser said. “That will be very 
pivotal for us going forward, 
them having that experience.

“Logan has grown some 
more since last season,” Pitt-
ser said. “He’s pushing 6-7 
now. We’ve got three kids 6-5 
or bigger and we’ve never had 
that before. Andrew Guthrie, 
a freshman is about 6-7 and 
Dylan Bernard is at least 6-5. 
This is the biggest team we’ve 
ever hand.

“We’re going to play Logan 
at kind of a small forward posi-
tion,” Pittser said. “He handles 
the ball pretty well for his 
size. We feel like we can create 
some mismatches there. He’ll 
have a chance to average scor-
ing in double figures for us.

“Dylan Bernard has had a 
real good preseason,” Pittser 
said. “He’s shooting the ball 
really well. Probably his best 
skill is the three-point shot, 
which, for a kid 6-5 or bigger, 
is pretty rare. All of our big 
kids can shoot. They can all 
make free throws; they can all 
shoot threes. They’ll all have 
the green light to do so.

“We’ll be a little different 
than we’ve been in the past,” 
Pittser said. “We’re bigger 
than we’ve been in the past 
and our big kids will shoot 
from the perimeter.

“Cameron Moore played off 
guard for us last year,” Pittser 
said. “He will probably be in 
our starting unit most nights. 
He’s a good shooter and a 
good defender. He’s a good 
transition player. He’s the kid 
that we want to get out and 
get the ball in transition and 
get some easy early offense.

“ethan Steele played a little 
of both (j-v and varsity) for 
us last year,” Pittser said. “We 
brought him up to the varsity 
and his first game was against 
McClain; he made some big 
shots for us in that game. He’s 
big enough that he can post up 
a little bit, but, he handles the 
ball well enough that he can 

play on the perimeter. So, he’ll 
be like a combo player for us.

“Bo Little will play some 
minutes for us as an energy 
type of player for us at a 

forward spot,” Pittser said. 
“Cyrus Keplinger is probably 
the purest shooter that we 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS FRESHMAN BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Cole Little, Will Dawes, Shay 
Salyers, Tate Landrum, Bryson Sheets; (back, l-r); Holden Hunter, Austin Etzler, coach Carlos Roberts Zach Warnock 
and Cameron Fannin.

2019-20 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS BASKETBALL SENIORS — (l-r); Trevor 
Barker and Kyler Conn.

From page 4

Tallest

See TALLeST | 28
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have in our program. He’ll 
probably see some guard min-
utes.

“Keegan Terry is a good ball 
defender and a high-energy 
player,” Pittser said. “He will 
be counted on for energy off 
the bench.

“Hayden Hunter played j-v 
for us exclusively last year as a 
freshman,” Pittser said. “He’ll 
play some back-up point guard 
at the varsity level.

“Andrew Guthrie is our big 
freshman,” Pittser said. “He 
shoots the ball well. He’s the 
first kid that we’ve had that 
wants to play with his back to 
the basket exclusively. Typical-
ly, kids now all want to play on 
the perimeter. They all want 
to handle the ball. Andrew 

wants to play on the block and 
he wants to stay down there. 
He’s kind of a throw-back. He’s 
good around the bucket and 
he’s good with both hands.

“Isaiah Reisinger will round 
out our varsity roster,” Pittser 
said. “He will probably play 
a lot of j-v. He’s a freshman 
guard with a lot of potential.”

The Miami Trace coaching 
staff remains intact with Cory 
Patton and Tracey Tyree as 
assistant varsity coaches; Jeff 
Smallwood as the j-v coach and 
Carlos Roberts as the fresh-
man coach.

The eighth grade coach is 
Tyler Robertson and coach-
ing the seventh grade is Alex 
Marting.

“Chillicothe (defending 
Frontier Athletic Conference 
champions) has virtually 
everyone back,” Pittser said. 
“I think most coaches would 
agree that Chillicothe is the 
clear favorite going in. That 

said, we feel like we can com-
pete with them. We feel like, 
with the size that we have 
and what we are going to do 
structural-wise, in terms of 
how aggressive we’re going to 
play, defensively, we’re hop-
ing we can cause them some 
problems.

“Jackson will be a tough 
place for anybody to go there 
and win,” Pittser said. “They 
have some kids back. That’s a 
long trip down there and their 
kids play really, really aggres-
sive man-to-man defense. 
everyone’s going to have a 
hard time going to Jackson 
and winning.

“We’re hoping we can be in 
that same mix, right there at 
the top, with Chillicothe and 
Jackson,” Pittser said. “You 
put your best foot forward and 
you never know what might 
happen.

“Hillsboro has a new head 
coach,” Pittser said. “They’re 

in a situation where they’re 
rebuilding a little bit; new 
program, new coach, probably 
take them a little time to get 
acclimated.

“McClain should again be 
solid, with coach (Joe B.) 
Stewart having laid the ground 
work last year,” Pittser said. 
“They have three players back 
who played a lot for him last 
year and two of them are really 
good shooters. And arguably 
the best athletic in the league 
in Dalton Mischal.

“Court House lost a ton of 
kids,” Pittser said.

“Somebody’s going to have 
to beat Chillicothe,” Pittser 
said. “If someone could get 
them, semi-early in the season, 
I think that will give some 
other teams a chance. If they 
go 5-0 through the first round 
of the league, that could make 
it tough.

From page 27

Tallest

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Hayden Hunter, Isaiah Reisinger, Bo Little, Cyrus Keplinger, Wesley 
May; (back, l-r); Dana Dare, Anthony Graves, coach Jeff Smallwood, Braeden Morris, Gannon Phillilps.

See TALLeST | 38
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really proud of the players 
for listening, buying in to the 
adjustments. We went from 
averaging 54 points a game 
to 48. Defensively, we went 
from giving up 52 (points per 
game) to 47.

“It was just a different 
tempo and style that we had to 
play for the last (13) games,” 
Scott said. “I think we were 
7-3 with Dillon and we fin-
ished 15-9.

“We made it to the District 
semifinals for the first time in 
nine years,” Scott said.

Washington played Fairfield 
Union at the Convocation 
Center and fell, 50-39. The 
Falcons lost to Zane Trace in 
the District finals. Zane Trace 
lost in the Regional semifinals 
to New Philadelphia. As the 
dominoes continued to fall, 
New Philadelphia lost to Sheri-
dan in the Regional finals.

Washington defeated Unioto 
for a Sectional title, 45-37.

“Fairfield Union is incred-
ibly well-coached,” Scott said. 
“They’ll be very, very good 
again this year.

“We’re going to try and 
build on something from last 
year’s success,” Scott said. 
“We’ll see how we can do.”

To pinpoint just what a dif-
ferent team this will be for 
the Blue Lions, they have one 
returning player with var-
sity experience, senior Drew 
Moats.

“We return no starters,” 

Scott said. “Trevor Rarick is 
another senior. He was ineli-
gible for the season last year. 
I look for a very successful 
season from him.

“Another senior who is new 
to us is Trevin Brown,” Scott 
said. “He attended here last 
year, but did not play basket-
ball. Another senior is Stone 
Dubois. He focused on basket-
ball in the fall.”

Scott talked a bit about the 
juniors.

“ethan Rogers-Wright, who 
was our starting quarterback, 
was a j-v player last year,” 
Scott said. “He has been really 
good in practice so far on 
the varsity side. He’s grown 
probably four inches since 
last season. He’s a big, strong 
kid. He’s a leader; coachable, 
tough. A great kid.

“Mitchell Lotz was our j-v 
point guard last year,” Scott 
said. “He’s really looking to 
make a splash at the varsity 
level this year. I’ve never been 

around a kid who has worked 
harder than Mitchell. He’s 
incredible. He’s up at 6 a.m. at 
the Y shooting.

“Another junior is Wyatt 
Pfeifer, who will be on our 
j-v team,” Scott said. “He’s 
another really good kid who 
plays really hard.

“Brice Cartwright is another 
junior returning,” Scott said. 
“He started on the j-v team 
last year. He’s going to play 
varsity. He’s a hard worker and 
a talented shooter.

“Morgan Caudill is another 
junior who did not play last 
year,” Scott said. “He’ll be on 
the j-v team. We’re really glad 
he’s part of the team this year.

“In the sophomore class, we 
have Clayton Howland and 
Rishaun Burns both coming 
back,” Scott said. “They’ll 
both be playing j-v this year. 
As sophomores, hopefully they 
will be taking more of a lead-
ership role with our younger 
group, because our freshman 

group is huge.
“Karson Runk played j-v last 

year,” Scott said. “He did get 
in a couple of varsity games 
for, like, three minutes at a 
time. He’s really playing great. 
He’s a great defender.

“Isaiah McKinney is another 
sophomore,” Scott said. “We 
moved here from (Columbus) 
Westland. He’s an awesome 
kid. He’s really been commit-
ted and he’s learning.

“Destin Pence (a sopho-
more), this is his first year 
playing here,” Scott said. “He’s 
learning every day. I think 
it’s a little quick for him right 
now, but, he’s a really good 
kid, also.

“Tanner LeMaster is a fresh-
man who is playing really, 

WashinGTon Boys VarsiTy BaskeTBall
schedule

Sat., Nov. 30 Westfall H 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 3 Circleville A 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 6 McClain A 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 10 Hillsboro H 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 13 Chillicothe A 6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 17 Jackson H 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Miami Trace 

 A 7:30 p.m. *
(J-V boys play at 4:30 p.m.)
Sat., Dec. 28 Vinton County 

 H 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 4 Logan A 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 7 Fairfield A 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 10 McClain H 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 14 Adena A 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 17 Hillsboro A 6 p.m.

Tues., Jan. 21 Greeneview H 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 24 Chillicothe H 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 25 Zane Trace A 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 28 Logan Elm A 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 31 Jackson A 6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 1 Wilmington A 6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 8 Miami Trace H 6 p.m. *
(J-V boys play at 3 p.m.)
Tues., Feb. 11 Unioto H 6 p.m.
J-V games start at 6 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted.
Varsity games start at 7:30 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted.
* Super Saturday - boys and girls J-V 
and varsity

From page 5

Blue WashinGTon Boys 
Middle school 

BaskeTBall schedule

Mon., Dec. 2 Greenfield H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 5 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 9 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 16 Fairfield H 5 p.m. #
Thurs., Dec. 19 Wilmington H 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Miami Trace A 

 10:30 a.m. *
Sat., Jan. 4 Adena A 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 9 Greenfield A 5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 13 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 18 Unioto A 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Miami Trace  

H 5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 27 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 30 London A 5 p.m.
7th grade plays first with 8th grade 

to follow
* Super Saturday
# Date will change

See BLUe | 30
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really well right now,” Scott 
said. “He’s 6-4; a good, coach-
able kid.

“Our j-v team will feature a 
lot of freshmen,” Scott said. 
“Probably nine freshmen on 
the j-v team.

“Our eighth grade team has 
12 players and our seventh 
grade has, I think, 14,” Scott 
said.

Ty Leach, the j-v coach last 
year, will be the varsity assis-
tant coach for Washington.

Adrian Parks is another 
assistant varsity coach.

Jake Vallery is the new j-v 
coach.

Derek Shaw and Casey 
Shaw coach the eighth grade 
team.

The seventh grade coach is 
Tyler Flora.

Chillicothe won the second 
championship in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference last year, 
going 9-1.

Washington gave the Cava-
liers their lone conference set-
back.

The Blue Lions finished in a 
three-way tie for second place 
with Jackson and McClain, all 
at 6-4.

Hillsboro was 3-7 and Miami 
Trace was 0-10.

“Chillicothe stays in Divi-
sion I this year,” Scott said. “I 
think they can make a run (in 
the tournament) in Division I.

“They have Brandon Noel 
back at 6-9,” Scott said. “He’s 
going to Wright State. They 
have (Jayvon) Maughmer back 
at 6-5. He’s going to Cedar-
ville.

“They have (Tre) Beard 
back at point guard,” Scott 
said. “I think he’s a Division II 
player.

“They have Vinnie Roper 
back, an incredible defender,” 
Scott said. “They are loaded. 
I think coach (eric) Huffer is 
really, really excited for this 
season. They have won 19 out 
of 20 league games.

“I think Jackson returns, 
arguably, the best point guard 
in the league, Caleb Wallis,” 

Scott said. “He was arguably 
the best point guard last year, 
besides evan.

“(Jackson) has a really ath-
letic roster,” Scott said. “They 
have a really good group of 
sophomores. They have some 
really talented freshmen.

“They have (Caden) Donald-
son,” Scott said. “They are so 
physical and tough and strong. 
They are well-coached (by 
Max Morrow) Their program 

is really gathering steam after 
their District finals appearance 
last year.”

Hillsboro has a new coach, 
Myles Burton, Scott said.

“You don’t really know their 
system,” Scott said.

“Miami Trace has three kids 
over 6-6,” Scott said. “They 
have a lot of their team back 
and they have size. They are 
enormous.

“McClain had a big turn-

around last year,” Scott said. 
“(McClain) is debateably 
the toughest place to play in 
southeast Ohio. It’s a really 
cool atmosphere. They’re 
excited for the year.

What about the 2019-20 
schedule?

“I think it’s tougher this 
year,” Scott said. “With the 
Division I teams we play: 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Stone Dubois, Trevor Rarick, 
Trevin Brown, Drew Moats; (middle, l-r); Clayton Howland, Brice Cartwright, Calum Brown, Mitchell Lotz, Karson 
Runk; (back, l-r); assistant coach Jacob Vallery, Ethan Rogers-Wright, Tanner Lemaster and head coach Connor 
Scott. Not pictured: coach Ty Leach.

From page 29

Blue

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BASKETBALL SENIORS — (l-r); Drew Moats, Trevor Rarick, Stone Dubois and 
Trevin Brown.

See BLUe | 35
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lost seven of our top nine from 
last year.”

Miami Trace has three 
seniors this year.

“Aubrey McCoy is another 
senior,” Ackley said. “Aubrey’s 
a great kid. She’s been a great 
leader for us. She’s gotten a lit-
tle better each year. She does 
everything we ask her to do. 
She’s a solid basketball player. 
She seems to understand what 
we need from her. She’s a 
great leader to the other kids. 
She’s been a program kid. 
We’re very proud of the strides 
she’s taken in the last four 
years. Her role will certainly 
be expanded this year. This is 
her second year on the varsity.

“Grace Bapst is another 
senior,” Ackley said. “Grace 
was hurt last year and didn’t 
get to play. She’s still hurting 
now, but, she’s toughing it out. 
She’s a really good kid. Last 
year she was our team man-
ager. She played as a freshman 
and a sophomore. We’re really 
glad to have her back and 
interested to see how she is 
moving forward.”

Ackley turned his atten-
tion to the four players in the 
junior class.

“Delaney eakins is a post 
player for us,” Ackley said. 
“Delaney has had a great off-
season. She’s really worked 
on her conditioning. She’s 
worked on every aspect of her 
game. She’s been the last kid 
out of the gym almost every 
night since we’ve started. 
She worked extremely hard 
over the summer on all of the 
aspects of her game.

“Last year she missed a 
bunch of time with a back inju-
ry,” Ackley said. “She really 
struggled with it and played 
through a lot of pain. She’s a 
great kid, a great team player. 
We expect big things out of 
her in the post this year.

“Another junior is Magarah 
Bloom,” Ackley said. “Maga-
rah improved as much during 
the season as any kid I’ve ever 
coached. She started out play-

ing four quarters of j-v and one 
quarter of varsity. By the end 
of the year, it was flipped; she 
was playing one quarter of j-v 
and four quarters of varsity.

“She was our sixth man 
in our tournament loss to 
Vinton County,” Ackley said. 
“She’s another great kid who 
continues to get better, skill-
wise. She has a nose for the 
basketball ball with 50/50 
balls, rebounding. She’s one 
of the best rebounding guards 
I’ve ever coached. She’s got-
ten a lot better and matured a 
lot. This being her third year 
in the program, we expect 
big things from her moving 
forward.

“Addy Little is a post player 
who will split time between 
the j-v and the varsity,” Ackley 
said. “She’s one of the top 
five smartest kids I’ve ever 
coached. She sees things, 
reads things. She would be a 
great coach, herself. She’s a 
student of the game. You only 
have to tell her once. She’s a 
very good defender and makes 
things easier on those around 
her. She’s a great kid.

“Gracee Stewart is a junior,” 
Ackley said. “She unfortu-
nately tore her ACL. She 
would have started for us. She 
started every game last year 
as a sophomore. Gracee’s a 
great shooter. She caught a 
bad break. She’s already rehab-
bing. She’s already off her 
crutches. Knowing Gracee, 
she’ll be back next year better 
than ever.

“She’s stepped up and taken 

more of a leadership role with 
our younger kids,” Ackley 
said.

What about the sopho-
mores?

“Libby Aleshire is coming 
back,” Ackley said. “She’s a 
three-sport kid. She’s very 
good at everything she does. 
She was First Team, All-FAC 
in golf, and in track. She 
played some big varsity min-
utes in spots for us last year. 
She’s a great kid, very smart. 
She can shoot the ball well. 
She fills a need for us with her 
toughness and her nose for the 
ball. She’s a good defender on 
the interior, which will make a 
big difference for us.

“emma Pitstick is another 
sophomore for us,” Ackley 
said. “She’s a guard on the 
outside. She’s run the point 
her whole life. This year, she’ll 
play more of a combo position 
for us. She play with the ball 
some and off the ball some. 
She works extremely hard. 
She’s a great on-ball defender. 
She’s had a good off-season. 
The game continues to slow 
down for her and she con-
tinues to get better each and 
every day. We see big things 
for her as the season moves 
on and she continues to grow 
more comfortable playing 
varsity as a sophomore. We 
expect big things from her.

“Sidney Payton is another 
sophomore,” Ackley said. 
“She’s a very good softball 
player. Sidney has worked 
extremely hard this fall on her 
basketball. She’s left-handed, 

which offers us something 
different. She’s a very good 
defender and rebounder. 
Offensively, she’s getting 
better every day. She’s very 
coachable. She’s a very good 
kid who is going to fit several 
different roles for us. She’s 
athletic and versatile.

“Mallory Pavey will split 
time between the j-v and the 
varsity,” Ackley said. “She’s a 
very gritty defender. Next to 
Shay, she’s probably our best 
on-ball defender. She plays 
extremely hard. She has really 
worked on her ball-handling 
over the off-season. She’s got-
ten better, offensively. She’ll 
lead our j-v team, but she’ll 
always help us in spots on the 
varsity.”

Ackley spoke about the 
freshmen.

“Hillery Jacobs, everyone 
calls her ‘Bean,’” Ackley said. 
“She has been a very pleasant 
surprise. We knew Bean could 
play, coming into the year. 
But, I wasn’t sure, as you’re 
not with any freshman, what 
to expect coming in. She’s 
been one of our better players 
since the first practice.

“She shoots the ball very 
well,” Ackley said. “She’s very 
smart. She gives us some size; 
she’s 5-8 or 5-9. She can play 
inside and rebound. She can 
hit the three. We’ll even play 
her some at the point this 
year. Bean will be a full-time 
varsity player. I’m very encour-
aged by her growth each and 
every day.

“Another freshman is Gra-
cie Ferguson,” Ackley said. 
“She’s 5-9 or 5-10. She does 
a very good job of shooting 
the basketball. She can play 
inside and out. Her and Bean 
are very similar. Gracie will 
probably play a little bit both 
ways. We see big things for 
her. We see her varsity playing 
time increasing as the season 
goes on. She’s had a very good 
preseason with us and we look 
forward to seeing what she 
can do.

“Our last freshman is Mallo-
ry Lovett,” Ackley said. “Mal-
lory is not a post and she’s not 

MiaMi Trace Girls VarsiTy BaskeTBall schedule

Tues., Nov. 26 North Adams A  
5:30 p.m.

Sat., Nov. 30 Jackson H 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 4 Chillicothe H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 7 Eastern Brown A Noon
Wed., Dec. 11 McClain A 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 Hillsboro A 5:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 16 Fairfield Union A  

6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Washington H 3 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 26 McDonald’s J-V 

Tournament @ M. Plains 11 a.m.
Fri., Dec. 27 McDonald’s Holiday 

Tournament @ Greeneview  
6:30 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 28 McDonald’s J-V 

Tournament @ M. Plains TBA
Mon., Dec. 30 McDonald’s Holiday 

Tournament @ Greeneview TBA
Sat., Jan. 4 Fairland H 12:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 7 Circleville A 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 11 Jackson A Noon
Wed., Jan. 15 Chillicothe A 5:30 p.m.
Sat, Jan. 18 McClain H 5:30 p.m.
Tues, Jan. 21 Wilmington A 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Peebles H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 25 Huntington A Noon
Wed., Jan. 29 Hillsboro H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 1 Unioto H Noon
Wed., Feb. 5 Lynchburg-Clay  

H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 8 Washington A 4:30 p.m.

From page 6

Returning

See ReTURNING | 32
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a guard. We call her a hybrid. 
She can kind of do everything. 
She has a very good nose for 
the ball. There must be some-
thing about that last name, 
Lovett. She’s a lot like Cass, in 
the fact that she ends up with 
loose balls, she’s a very good 
defender.

“She’s left-handed and 
shoots the ball very well,” Ack-
ley said. “even though she’s 
undersized, at times, it never 
seems effect her. She’s going to 
play some j-v and some varsity. 
She’s had a good preseason.

“We are a very young team, 
as far as experience goes on 
the floor,” Ackley said. “We 
really like our young kids. 
We’re getting along great. The 
chemistry has been good. Prac-
tices are getting better each 
and every day. We’re starting 
to get used to one another.”

Ackley took a look at the 
schedule.

“As far as the FAC, Jackson 
will be improved,” Ackley said. 
“Their coach, Matt Walburn, 
is one of the best coaches in 
southern Ohio. He’ll have 
them ready to play. They were 
so much better the second 
time we played them last year.

“Chillicothe, athletically, is 
the best team in the league,” 
Ackley said. “They are big 
and strong and they have the 
Smith kid back. She’s arguably 
one of the top one or two play-
ers in the league. Chillicothe 
presents a ton of match-up 
problems. They rebound the 
ball well. They will be a thorn 
in everyone’s side, for sure.

“McClain, in my opinion, 
is the team to beat in the 
league,” Ackley said. “They 
return their core of kids that 
have basically started and 
played for the last two years. 
They lost Maddy (Stegbauer) 
early in the season, but the 
other kids stepped up and 
competed at a high level.

“They added the Roe kid, a 
freshman post player,” Ackley 
said. “She’s a really nice player. 
Coach (Jarrod) Haines always 

has his kids in the best spots 
possible.

“Hillsboro will be better,” 
Ackley said. “They return 
quite a bit. We saw them over 
the summer. They worked 
hard and had a good off-
season. Coach (J.R.) Moberly 
is a very high-quality coach. 
He gets the most out of his 
kids. They’ll be a formidable 
match-up.

“Court House has one of the 
best players in the league, in 
the area, in Shawna Conger,” 
Ackley said. “She’s a dead-eye 
shooter, physical and strong. 
We’ve had our hands full with 
her the last three years and it 
will be no different this year.

“I know they are young,” 
Ackley said. “They are going 
to have a lot of young kids, 
too. They lost a bunch. They’ll 
play hard. They’ll be ready 
for us. Their freshman class 
is their biggest class. They’ve 
had quite a bit of success. 
The Wall kid (Halli) can 
really shoot it. The Smith kid 
(Jeleeya Tyree-Smith) is very 
athletic.

“Washington Court House is 
very dangerous,” Ackley said. 
“They can beat anyone on any 
given night. They’ll be right 
at the top battling McClain for 
the league, in my opinion.”

Ackley then spoke about 
the non-league portion of the 

schedule.
“We always take a lot of 

pride in playing a very com-
petitive non-league schedule,” 
Ackley said. “We’re not playing 
some of the teams we played 
a couple of years ago. We’re 
playing more local schools.

“North Adams and eastern 
Brown have two of the best 
coaches in the state of Ohio,” 
Ackley said. “We go to their 
place and they’re both very 
good in the SHAC (Southern 
Hillsboro Athletic Confer-
ence). They both have a lot 
of size. I think they will both 
win between 18 and 20 games 
this year. Playing both of them 
on the road is going to be an 
uphill battle.

“We go to Fairfield Union,” 
Ackley said. “We saw them 
this summer. Their coach 
is doing great things. Their 
numbers are good. They are 
athletic. They’ve been good in 
basketball forever.

“We play in the (McDonald’s 
Holiday Tournament) with 
London and Madison Plains 
and Greeneview,” Ackley said. 
“We always have our hands full 
in that tournament.

“This year, we added Fair-
land to the schedule,” Ackley 
said. “They’re coming here 
with all of their girls teams on 
the same night. We’ll go there 
next year. Coach Buchanan 

is one of my best friends in 
the coaching ranks. He does 
a great job. They’ve been to 
two Final Fours. They’re in the 
same league with Ironton and 
Rock Hill. They are very, very 
good.

“Circleville in my opinion, is 
the best team in this area, bar 
none,” Ackley said. “They’re 
5-10 or bigger at every posi-
tion. They really don’t have a 
weak link. They have players 
six-foot and 6-2 underneath. 
They have three kids that can 
shoot the eyes out of it. They 
have a transfer from Teays Val-
ley. They are in their own class 
in the Southeast District and 
that’s saying something with 
the likes of Vinton County, 
Sheridan, Unioto and McClain. 
They are good enough to go to 
Columbus.

“We play Wilmington again, 
they’re a (Division I) school,” 
Ackley said. “Jackson went to 
Seton Hall. Coach Williams 
does a good job. They guard 
very well on the perimeter.

“We play Peebles and they 
have a junior, Justice,” Ackley 
said. “I think she scored 24 on 
us last year. She already has 
1,000 point for her career. She 
comes from a basketball-rich 
family.

“We play Huntington who 

From page 31

Returning

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE BASKETBALL SENIORS — (l-r); Aubrey McCoy, Shaylee McDonald and Grace Bapst.

See ReTURNING | 37
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school.
“All of the girls that we have 

in our program are excellent 
students,” Leach said. “They 
are excellent athletes who 
work hard every day. They 
do everything that I ask. I’m 
excited about the crew that I 
have.”

Last year the Lady Lions 
won the 2018-19 Frontier Ath-
letic Conference championship 
and put together a postseason 
run to a District champion-
ship and a 20-6 overall record. 
In 2017-18, Washington went 
22-4 and was District runners-
up.

“Last year was an outstand-
ing year,” Leach said. “The 
last two years, we’ve won 42 
games.

“This year, our team is 
going to look a lot different,” 
Leach said. “We had five 
seniors graduate.

“Hannah Haithcock is play-
ing at the University of South-
ern Indiana,” Leach said. “I 
went and watched them play 
Purdue recently. It was reward-
ing as her coach to see her 
play and compete at that level.

“Bre Taylor is playing at 
Capital University,” Leach 
said. “Kassidy Hines is playing 
soccer at Ohio Christian.

“Tabby Woods attends Mar-
shall University and Maddy 
Jenkins is at Ohio University 
in Chillicothe,” Leach said.

“Rayana Burns is not play-
ing this year, so, she is the 
sixth player that we had from 
last year who is not on our 
team this year,” Leach said.

Washington has two starters 
back from last season, seniors 
Shawna Conger and Halli Wall.

They will be joined by a 
third senior, Abby Tackage.

“Halli Wall started about 
half of the season, then she 
was out with a concussion,” 
Leach said. “She has plenty of 
varsity experience.

“Really, Shawna and Halli 
are the only two with a signifi-
cant amount of varsity playing 
experience,” Leach said. “Abby 

split quarters between j-v and 
varsity last year.

“Shawna is a great shooter,” 
Leach said. “In the past, we’ve 
mostly used her at the shoot-
ing guard position. This year 
she’s going to play a lot more 
point guard, maybe even post 
up some, just utilize her in all 
areas. She has a lot of experi-
ence. She’s played varsity since 
her freshman year. We’re look-
ing forward to her leading our 
team this year.

“Halli has played varsity 
the last two years,” Leach 
said. “She got a lot of experi-
ence last year. We’re hoping 
to keep her healthy this year. 
She’s a great shooter. She was 
our second-leading scorer last 
year until she got hurt. We’re 
definitely going to look to her 
to put up some points and be 
another leader for us out on 
the floor.

“Abby played mostly j-v last 
year,” Leach said. “She’s going 
to have to step up and play a 
lot more minutes on the var-
sity end this year.”

Washington has no juniors 
on the team this year.

They have three sopho-

mores, Aaralyne estep, Jeleeya 
Smith and Haven McGraw.

“Jeleeya is extremely ath-
letic,” Leach said. “She’s very 
long. She’s very talented and 
looks to score. We’re excited to 
see what she can bring. I defi-
nitely think she’ll be a spark 
for us.

“Aaralyne estep is very 
quick,” Leach said. “She’s a 
small guard, a very good defen-
sive player. She is able to put a 
lot of pressure on the ball. She 
rebounds the ball very well.

“Haven McGraw is another 
reserve player from last year,” 
Leach said. “She plays in the 
post. She does a good job of 
rebounding, setting screens. 
She’s able to score, as well.”

Washington will have six 
freshmen on the team: Kendall 
Dye, Allie Mongold, Kaelin 
Pfeifer, Megan Sever, Natalie 
Woods and Kennedy Haith-
cock.

“We lost our two lead-
ing scorers in Hannah and 
Rayana,” Leach said. “We have 
a lot of talent on our team, 
still. A lot of it is inexperi-
enced talent. I think you are 
going to see us compete with 

a lot of teams and surprise a 
lot of people. I think a lot of 
people will be counting us out, 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON LADY LION BASKETBALL SENIORS — (l-r); Halli Wall, Shawna Conger and Abby Tackage.

From page 7

Graduation

WashinGTon Girls 
VarsiTy BaskeTBall 

schedule

Starting times are subject to 
change
Tues., Nov. 26 Fairfield H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 30 McClain A 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 4 Hillsboro H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 7 Minford H 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 11 Chillicothe A 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 Jackson A Noon
Wed., Dec. 18 Wilmington H  

5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Miami Trace A 6 p.m. *
Fri., Dec. 27 Cactus Jam A TBA
Sat., Dec. 28 Cactus Jam A TBA
Sun., Dec. 29 Cactus Jam A TBA
Sat., Jan. 4 Unioto H Noon
Thurs., Jan. 9 Sheridan A 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 11 McClain Noon
Wed., Jan. 15 Hillsboro A 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 18 Chillicothe H 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 22 Circleville H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 25 Olentangy A Noon
Wed., Jan. 29 Jackson H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 1 Logan A Noon
Tues., Feb. 4 Westfall H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 8 Miami Trace H  

7:30 p.m. *
* Super Saturday

See GRADUATION | 37
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“We are a private school,” 
Shaffer said. “We are in a 
league called Buckeye Chris-
tian School Organization.

“Junior high in our league 
is grades 5-9,” Shaffer said. 
“Some of these kids will play 
both ways; on the varsity and 
the junior high team.

“We only have 11 kids,” 
Shaffer said. “We’re going to 
try and play a junior high and 
a high school schedule. We’ll 
have seven or eight on the 
high school team. The fresh-
men will play both ways.”

The Crusaders finished last 
season with a record of 16-6.

“We did real well,” Shaffer 
said. “We played in the State 
Christian Tournament in our 
league and we came in fourth 
place. We lost two games. The 
tournament was held here last 
year. But it will be somewhere 
else this year. It rotates.

“Our two leading scorers 
last year were Nicholas epi-
fano and Lane Hufford,” Shaf-
fer said. “The two that gradu-
ated (in 2019) were Spencer 
Hanusik and Michael Miller.”

Shaffer discussed the sched-
ule, the first game being on 
Nov. 26.

“Some of these teams I don’t 
know about,” Shaffer said. 
“We usually have a January 
tournament.” This season it 
will be held on Friday, Jan. 24 
and Saturday, Jan. 25.

“We had it last year,” Shaf-
fer said. “One of them, Way-
side, I’m familiar with. There 
will be three teams coming 
in. Mentor is coming in and a 
team from Ravenswood, West 
Virginia. So, there are some 
new teams on the schedule 
that we didn’t play last year.

“We’ll try to make it a 
good experience for them,” 
Shaffer said. “We’re trying 
to get them all some playing 
time. We may find that it’s 
not going to work (having a 
junior high team). Our fresh-
men are going to have to play 
more quarters.”

Nothing is different, as far 

as the rules, Shaffer said.
“The only thing different 

is who can play junior high 
ball,” Shaffer said. “That’s the 
only thing that’s different.

“I try to emphasize the 
same things that I did in the 
public school,” Shaffer said. 
“The attitude and the effort. 
The difference is that here 
we can use Bible verses to 
reinforce what we’re trying to 
instill in the kids.

“One of them is Colossians 
3:23, ‘And whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men,’” Shaffer 
said. “So, you’re doing it to 
please your Lord.

“Another one is Galatians 
6:9, ‘be not weary in well 
doing; for in due season you 
will reap if you faint not,’” 
Shaffer said. “That really 

came out when Jeannie had 
that dinner with all the former 
players and coaches. A lot of 
times, when your parents try 
to teach you something, a lot 
of times it doesn’t sink in. 
When you get older, you real-
ize what they were trying to 
do. You don’t appreciate a lot 
of the things that were done 
for you until after the fact.

“That’s why I use those two 
verses,” Shaffer said. “We’ve 
always emphasized, even at 
Washington…in fact, Travis 
Robertson (one of Shaffer’s 
former stand-out players 
from the early 1990’s, now a 
head coach at Waverly High 
School) just sent me a thing 
that he has; the definition 

of attitude is everything by 
Charles Swindoll (who is a 
pastor, author and educator 
from Texas).

“Sports, if it’s done right, 
does a very good job of pre-
paring these young men and 
women for a lot of the things 
they are going to encounter 
when they graduate from high 
school,” Shaffer said. “Nicho-
las is going to go to a school 
in Louisville, Kentucky, called 
Boyce College and Lane 
wants to go to Ohio Christian 
University in Circleville.

“We’re trying to make our 
students well-rounded,” Shaf-
fer said. “I think sports can do 
a lot to help young men and 
women.”

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BASKETBALL SENIORS — (l-r); Christopher Tooill, Lane Hufford and Nicholas 
Epifano.

From page 9

Attitude

Fcs Boys BaskeTBall 
rosTer

No. Name ............ Height & Grade
1 J.P. Crichton ..................5-0 6
2 Brady Bumpus .............5-10 8
3 Christopher Tooill ........5-9 12
4 Zander Ivey ................5-10 10
5 Toby Butche .................. 5-3 9
10 Gage McDaniel .............. 4-9 8
11 Nicholas Epifano ........ 5-10 12
12 Lane Hufford ................6-2 12
13 Nate Crichton................ 5-9 9
14 Justin Wines ..................6-0 9
15 Drew Pontious ............... 6-3 9

FayeTTe chrisTian school Boys BaskeTBall 
schedule

Tues., Nov. 26 Mars Hill Academy A 
5 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 3 Bethel H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 5 Emmanuel A 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 7 Milford Christian H 10 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 10 Ross County  

H 5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 12 Adams Co. A 5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 Wayside A Noon
Tues., Dec. 17 Belpre Christian H 5 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 27 Alumni Game 6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 7 Emmanuel H 6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 10 Bethel A 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 14 Ross County 5:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 17 Licking County H 5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 21 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 24 FCS Tournament H 5 

p.m./7 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 25 FCS Tournament H 

Noon/2 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 28 Cozaddale H 5 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 31 Belpre Christian A 5 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 4 Licking County A 5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 8 Adams County H 1 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 11 Milford Christian A  

4:30 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 14 Cozaddale A 5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 21 Hillsboro H 5 p.m. *
Tues., Feb. 25 Pike Christian Academy 

H 6 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 28 BCSO Tournament TBD
Sat., Feb. 29 BCSO  

Tournament TBD
* senior night
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new football guys who have 
come in, and I think they’re 
going to help push people in 
our practice room. When you 
have partners to practice with, 
it’s going to make everyone 
better.”

Three girls will also be par-
ticipating in the high school 
wrestling program this year: 
Kaylee Cubbage, a freshman, 
Jenna Kuhn, a sophomore, and 
Madison Greenly, a freshman.

“None have wrestled 
before,” said Reid. “Our girls 
will compete in regular meets 
all season long and there is 
also a girls state championship 
in February. In our junior high, 
we have 20 wrestlers with four 
girls. One of them is a State 
champ. Girls wrestling is really 
growing here.”

Reid has once again set a 
number of lofty goals for the 
Blue Lions.

“Our goal is to have a full 

varsity lineup and fill all 14 
weight classes,” he said. 
“Right now, it looks like we’re 
going to fill all 14 weight 
classes. We have 39 wrestlers. 
It looks like we’ll have enough 
for varsity and we’ll fill almost 
every weight class except for 
two on our junior varsity. 
Thirty-nine wrestlers is the 
best number I’ve had since 
2012 when I had 50.

“Another goal is to win the 
FAC. Last year we were sec-
ond and we’ve been top three 

in the FAC and even the old 
SCOL going back awhile. 
Until 2012 when we won the 
league title, we only had one 
league title in Washington 
Court House history and that 
is going all the way back to 
1979.

“We would like to win 
the Sectional and we would 
like to send seven or more 
wrestlers to the District. We 
would like to send one or 
more wrestlers to the State 
and we would like to have at 

least one State placer.”
Reid said the FAC is histor-

ically very difficult in wres-
tling and this year should be 
no different.

“every team in our league 
except for Chillicothe sent a 
wrestler to the State tourna-
ment last year,” he said. “It 
always starts with Miami 
Trace as the team to beat. If 
you look back to when the 
SCOL reformed to now in 
the FAC, Miami Trace won 
every league title, except 
the one league title we won 
in the SCOL and Clinton-
Massie won a title in the 
SCOL. Trace has won every 
other title, so they are the 
standard. McClain and Jack-
son tied us for second last 
year. They both return most 
of their wrestlers and Trace 
returns a lot of their lineup. 
The league is wide open, I 
feel.”

Reid is joined on the coach-
ing staff by assistants Marlin 
ellis, Tyler Beedy, Todd Mus-
tian, Roger Wilson and Chris 
Conger.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 WASHINGTON BLUE LION SENIOR WRESTLERS — (l-r); Chase 
Sluder, Collier Brown and Kalub Wilkerson.

From page 18

Lofty

Logan, Chillicothe twice and 
Wilmington.

“We have a stretch of games, 
home against Chillicothe, then 
at Zane Trace, at Logan elm, 
at Jackson and at Wilming-

ton,” Scott said. “Zane Trace 
has everybody back and they 
are Division III this year. 
They’ll be looking to make a 
run.”

Washington hosts Miami 
Trace on Feb. 8 and Unioto on 
Feb. 11.

“Last year, we had very tan-
gible, concrete goals,” Scott 
said. “This year, the goals are 
a little more abstract. They are 

a little more developmental 
with our younger guys.

“We’ve had five practices 
so far,” Scott said during the 
interview, conducted Nov. 12. 
“I’ve been really, really proud 
of how, one, the freshmen have 
stepped up to the challenge of 
practicing with the varsity. We 
have three freshmen that rou-
tinely practice with the varsity 
and they’re not backing down.

“Our older guys who were 
with the program last year 
that really had some success, 
are really pulling them along 
with them, making them play 
to that standard,” Scott said. 
“Our goal is going to be to 
develop the culture. Wins are 
just a byproduct of a really 
good culture. We want to send 
the seniors out with a positive 
season.”

From page 30

Blue

the Frontier Athletic Confer-
ence.

The league championship 
meet will be on Jan. 29 for 
the boys’ team and Jan. 30 
for the girls’ team.

According to Kasberg, 
the teams have strong com-
petition in the league and 
they are looking forward to 
doing well this season. The 
athletes are working on set-
ting personal goals and she 
would like to see more of the 
athletes going to District this 
year.

“I know we have some 

swimmers who are very close 
to setting records again this 
year,” she explained. “I’m 
looking forward to that.”

Since the Miami Trace 
swim teams and the Washing-
ton swim teams share coach-
es, the teams share “bussing, 
practice time and go to all 
meets” together.

“I see it as a win/win to 

have us training together,” 
said Kasberg. “The athletes 
get twice the amount of pool 
time, and they all become 
really great friends.

“Some of these kids have 
already been swimming 
together for years. It feels 
natural to put them all in the 
pool together in high school 
too,” she said.

From page 15

Swim
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least three State qualifiers and 
at least 10 District qualifiers,” 
said Fondale. “Now, the goals 
could change. Those numbers 
could increase or decrease 
based upon the season. But I 
think right now, two days into 
practice, those are good team 
goals.

“Now, we’re going to end 
up talking with some of the 
upperclassmen….we have all 
of our guys write their goals 
down. each individual wrestler 
has their own goals, some of 
those might be to win half of 
their matches, some of them 
might be to make the varsity 
lineup, some of them might be 
to be a State placer or even a 
State champion. Wrestling is a 
team sport, but there is also a 
huge individual aspect.”

Fondale said he enjoys 
being the head coach at Miami 
Trace, but is also very busy.

“We do the youth program 
as well, Coach Garringer and 
myself, which is a good thing,” 
he said. “The youth program 
funnels through our middle 
school and then they funnel 
through our high school pro-
gram. We’ve been doing the 
youth program since before I 
got here.”

When asked about competi-
tion in the FAC, Fondale said 
he’s much more focused on 
his team than other teams.

“I worry about my team,” 
he said. “I know Jackson was 
very strong last year. I know 
the day of the FAC tourna-
ment, they struggled a little 
bit, but myself and my coach-

es would agree that Jackson 
is probably another top team 
in the league. But for the 
most part, I don’t really fol-

low teams around the league. 
I just worry about my own 
team, getting them better and 
stronger.”

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2019-20 MIAMI TRACE SENIOR WRESTLERS — (l-r); David Sheets, Zach Tinkler, Grant DeBruin, Dawson Wallace, 
Storm Duffy.

From page 17

Strong

MiaMi Trace VarsiTy WresTlinG schedule

Thurs., Dec. 12 Chillicothe A 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 14 Hamilton Township A  

8 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Hillsboro H 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 20 Fricker’s A 2 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21 Fricker’s A 10 a.m.
Fri., Dec. 27 GMVWA A TBA
Sat., Dec. 28 GMVWA A TBA

Sat., Jan. 4 Logan Elm A 10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 9 Jackson A 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 McClain H 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Washington A 6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 25 McDonald’s Invit. H  

10 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 8 OHSAA State  
Duals H TBA

MiaMi Trace Middle 
school WresTlinG

schedule

Thurs., Dec. 12 Chillicothe A 6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 19 Hillsboro H 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 9 Jackson A 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 16 McClain H 6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 23 Washington A 6 p.m.

From page 11

Great

person who is not in one 
week will have the chance to 
come in the next week if they 
continue to work hard.”

Amore said the majority 
of the freshman members of 
the team are newer bowlers 
and the others are somewhat 
experienced with a few years 
in the program or a few years 

bowling in their free time. 
Still though, she said many 
are getting used to being on 
a team and bowling.

“We do have a few girls 
who didn’t start as young, 
but they are showing 
improvement already,” Amore 
said. “We are looking at 
Gabby McCord this year who 
went to state as a freshman 
but just missed the mark 
and got knocked out early. 
It was definitely nerves, but 
she is working hard and I 
would like to see her make it 

to the state again this year. 
The team overall is showing 
promise and we have a lot of 
talent, but bowling is a game 
of averages. Sometimes you 
have good games and bad 
games, but we are trying to 
take it game by game, frame 
by frame.”

Last year the Miami 
Trace Girls Bowling Team 
was second in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference (FAC), 
losing to Hillsboro. This year 
Amore said they have some 
goals that she believes are 

attainable. 
“We want to win the FAC, 

get through sectionals and 
always we want to make it 
to state,” Amore said. “The 
team is very capable, every 
last one of the girls are hard 
workers and are putting in 
the effort. They have to want 
it though and I think they do. 
We have a great group this 
year and we are really looking 
forward to a great season.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.
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has a very good sophomore,” 
Ackley said. “She’s one of the 
top two or three players in the 
(Scioto Valley Conference). 
That’ll be a tough game.

“Unioto is loaded every 
year,” Ackley said. “(Head 

coach) Jeff Miller does an 
outstanding job. They return 
quite a bit from last year.

“We have Lynchburg-Clay 
who lost a great lead guard 
in Payton Scott, she’s at 
Miami of Ohio,” Ackley said. 
“They’re always solid. They 
have a rich tradition.”

Ackley spoke about his 
coaching staff.

“We lost Randy Welsh,” 

Ackley said. “He left to go 
be with his grandson. Randy 
is an assistant boys coach 
at Madison Plains this year. 
He’s been here all seven years. 
We’ve won five league titles 
and went to the Final Four. 
We’ve had a lot of success 
together.

“Shawn Grooms and Brian 
Southward will be the varsity 
assistants,” Ackley said. “This 

is Shawn’s third year with the 
program.

“Kayla Dettwiller is back 
for her third year,” Ackley 
said. “She’s great. She does a 
ton of scouting. She’s our j-v 
coach.”

Veteran coaches John Pers-
inger (eighth grade) and Jeff 
King (seventh grade) round 
out the coaching staff at 
Miami Trace.

because we graduated so many 
and Rayana is not playing.

“You’re going to see a dif-
ferent type of style than what 
you’re used to,” Leach said. 
“Obviously, we don’t have the 
inside presence we’ve had the 
last four years. I think we’ll 
still be exciting to watch. 
You’re still going to see us do a 
lot of things, it’ll just be differ-
ent. We’re not the same team 
everyone is used to watching 
play and compete. We’re a new 
team, but a team that’s going 
to go out there and have a 
good attitude every night and 
give it their all.”

At the time of the interview 
with coach Leach, (Nov. 13) 
she said the j-v season was up 
in the air.

“We were considering only 
playing two j-v quarters,” 
Leach said. “But, a few kids 
have been injured, nothing 
serious, but, when you take a 
couple of kids out of (12) it 
makes it too difficult to split 
kids in quarters.

“I don’t want to take any-
thing away from the kids we 
do have,” Leach said. “I know 
I’m biased, but, they put so 
much time into everything 
that we do. I have really high 
expectations and that’s not 
going to change. They’re learn-
ing and we’re doing a lot of 
teaching. I’m just impressed. 
I’m impressed with their atti-
tude and their effort.

“I’m excited,” Leach said. 
“Like I said, it’s going to be 
different, but, we’re definitely 
going to compete.”

What about the FAC for 
2019-20?

“If you look at the teams in 
our league, we are definitely 
the one that lost the most,” 
Leach said. “We lost basically 
80 percent of our varsity team 
from last year.

“I think a lot of teams gradu-
ated some significant players,” 
Leach said. “McClain graduat-
ed Maddy Stegbauer, who was 
injured last year. They have 
another Stegbauger (emma, 
now a junior).

“I think a lot of teams lost 
some pretty key players,” 
Leach said. “No one really 
sticks out to me, honestly.

“Miami Trace has (Shaylee) 
McDonald returning,” Leach 
said. “She’s a very quick and 
skilled player. She has a good 
supporting cast. I look for 
them to be at the top of our 
league and be very competitive 
with everyone. Ben (Ackley) 
does a good job out there. 
They’re always going to fight 
and compete with everyone. 
We split with them last year.

“McClain is always scrappy,” 
Leach said. “They’re quick. 
They have a few of their 
younger kids returning. 
They’ll have a lot more experi-
ence than what they played 
with last year.

“It’s always a battle when we 
play Chillicothe,” Leach said. 
“They have some more inside 
players returning. (Shawnice) 
Smith is back; she will be 

someone we have to key on.
“I think Hillsboro will be 

a lot better this year,” Leach 
said. “I saw them over the 
summer in a shoot-out. I look 
for them to be improved.

“I truly do think we’re going 
to compete with everyone,” 
Leach said. “I think people are 
going to count us out and I’m 
okay with that. We lost a lot 
of kids, but we gained a lot of 
new kids. The mix of kids that 
we have, they are meshing.”

The Lady Lions competed 
over the summer in shoot-
outs at Bowling Green, Wit-
tenberg and Olentangy High 
School.

“Our girls are definitely 
working hard,” Leach said. 
“everyone I have on the ros-
ter now was here all summer, 
so, that is very encouraging.”

Washington begins the sea-
son on Nov. 26 with a game at 
home against Fairfield.

They will also host Hills-
boro, Minford and Wilming-
ton before playing at Miami 
Trace on Dec. 21.

Washington went to Orlan-
do, Florida over the holidays 
last year.

This year, Washington is 
heading out west, to Phoenix, 
Arizona to take part in the 
Cactus Jam on Dec. 27, 28 
and 29.

“Last year I wanted to try 
something different and do a 
holiday tournament,” Leach 
said. “We went to Orlando 
and played a team from New 
York, one from Pennsylvania 
and one from Ohio (Medina). 
We also went to Disney World 

and had a really good time 
there. Playing those teams 
helped us later on in the sea-
son.

“This year, we are going to 
Phoenix and we’ll play three 
games out there,” Leach said. 
“The schedule hasn’t been 
released yet, so I don’t know 
who we’ll be playing. We plan 
on going to the Grand Canyon 
one day. We’re going to one 
of Arizona State’s games and 
maybe a hockey or NBA game 
while we’re there.”

In 2020, the Lady Lions 
play non-league teams Unioto, 
Sheridan, Circleville, Olen-
tangy, Logan and Westfall.

“I look forward to the 
Unioto game,” Leach said. 
“Sheridan went to the Final 
Four last year, so, that’ll be a 
tough one for us. They have 
a good amount of their team 
returning.

“Circleville will be a tough 
game,” Leach said. “They 
have a lot of talent and size.”

“I expect those (Division 
I games against Olentangy 
and Logan) to be physical,” 
Leach said. “We’ll probably 
be out-sized, which is okay. 
We have a lot of quickness.

“I’m extremely excited 
for this challenge,” Leach 
said. “There’s been a lot 
more instruction, because 
we have a lot of new girls. 
I think it is definitely going 
to be interesting this year, 
especially within our league 
play. I think we’re going to 
surprise a lot of schools, so, 
I’m looking forward to the 
opportunity.”

From page 33

Graduation

From page 32

Returning
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said. “Here at the Fayette 
Christian School, we encour-
age our kids to do as much 
as they can to support the 
school and the teams. We 
don’t have that many kids, so, 
we need everybody to play 
everything. We try to encour-
age that, to play every sport 
you can.

“We also have drama and 
fine arts,” Garren said. “We 
try to get them involved in 
everything they possibly can. 
We want a well-rounded stu-
dent. Having a small school, 
they have to be into drama, 
they have to be in the fine 
arts. If we’re going to par-
ticipate, we need everybody 
involved.

“We have about 145 stu-
dents in K through 12,” 
Garren said. “We have some 
students from surrounding 
counties.”

Pastor Garren will be 
joined by his wife, Lynn, 
and Noah Gibbs as assistant 
coaches.

“One of the things we 
strive to do, and I told the 
girls this year is our theme, ‘I 
can, I will and I must,’” Gar-

ren said.
Garren quoted Philip-

pians, 4:13: ‘I can do all 
things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.’

“I want them to know that, 
they may think they can’t do 
it, but they can,” Garren said. 
“We’re going to push them to 
do things out of their comfort 
zone. And they can come 
back to that verse, ‘I can do 
all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.’

“The next verse is Psalm 
56:3, ‘What time I am afraid, 
I will trust in thee,’” Garren 
said. “So, I can do all things 
and I must trust in the Lord. 
I must trust Him to get me 
through things. That applies 
to life. We’re going to be 
afraid. Some of these sixth-
graders, some of these other 
girls, when they get in and 
see these other girls, they’re 
going to be afraid.

“‘I don’t want to go in,’…
no, ‘What time I am afraid, 
I will trust in the Lord,’” 
Garren said. “I want them to 
trust. I want to teach them, 
things you think you can’t do, 
you can. When you’re afraid, 
you must trust.

“Thirdly, John 3:30 says, 
‘He must increase, but I 
must decrease,’” Garren 
said. “Meaning, Christ must 
increase in everything we do. 

We want Christ to have first 
place, in my attitude, in my 
actions, in everything I do. 
And then, I must decrease. 
It’s not about me. There’s no 
‘I’ in team. We want the girls 
to realize that they are play-
ing as a team and that every-
one is important. You’re not 
the most important thing.

“In this world, everybody 
says, you’re the most impor-
tant thing,” Garren said. 
“Well, that’s not true. God 
is the most important thing 
and should be in our lives. 
If we’re going to work as a 
team, your teammates have 
to be important to you. You 
must make them look the 
best that you can. It’s not 
about you, it’s about them.

“That’s why this year I use 
the theme, ‘I can, I will, I 
must,’” Garren said. “Kind of 
the whole season is wrapped 
up in that. We’re going to 
have a great time. We’re 
going to have a fun time. 
The girls will love it. They’re 
going to love traveling to the 
different games. Most of all, 
I want to build that kind of 
character in their lives. So 
when they finish the season, 
they can remember, ‘I can do 
all things through Christ.’ ‘I 
will trust in the Lord and I 
can and must decrease and 
God must increase.”

“We’re trying to establish 
a family-type atmosphere,” 
Crusaders’ boys coach Gary 
Shaffer said. “I’ve told the 
kids for as long as I’ve 
coached, ‘when your team-
mate is more important than 
you are, then you’re going to 
become a good teammate.’ 
You try to develop that fami-
ly-type atmosphere with your 
team. That’s what you are.

“You saw that at the din-
ner (in June, a reunion of 
former players and coaches 
for Coach Shaffer),” Shaffer 
said. “You develop relation-
ships. We had guys that came 
from California. One came 
from California and one came 
from Florida. I went to a Hall 
of Fame thing the first year I 
coached in Maryland. We had 
guys come in from Kansas, 
Florida and every place else.”

“It’s important, because 
those are things they’ll 
remember for the rest of 
their lives,” Garren said. “As 
coach says, they do. It’s not 
necessarily the champion-
ships they’ll remember, but, 
it’s the relationships that 
mean a lot.

“I don’t think those players 
came back to see me,” Shaf-
fer said. “I think a big part 
of it was to see their team-
mates. There were over 200 
people there.”

From page 8

FCS

“We have them early in the 
season (Dec. 6) and so does 
Jackson,” Pittser said.

“We only won the three 
games last year,” Pittser said. 
“We feel like we’ll be signifi-
cantly better this year. We’re 
going to play a different style. 
We’re used to, when we feel 
we have a little bit of an upper 
hand in some areas, it’s typi-
cally on the perimeter where 
we want to press you and trap 
you and make the game go as 

fast as we can.
“We’re not going to be 

that type of team,” Pittser 
said. “We’re bigger. We’ve 
got to take advantage of post 
play, dump the ball inside a 
lot more. We need to have a 
rebounding advantage. We’re 
probably going to have to play 
a little more zone than in the 
past. Maybe not so much in 
the half-court, but to gener-
ate turnovers in the front-
court, we’re probably going 
to be looking at some kind of 
three-quarter court trapping 
defenses as opposed to going 
helter-skelter, trapping and 
speeding everything up.

“Now we have length and 
size, so we need to be more 
structured about our trap-
ping,” Pittser said. “Before, 
we wanted to play 94 feet as 
much as we could; now we’ll 
probably back it off to 60, 70 
feet.”

Taking an overall look at 
the schedule, Pittser said it is 
very similar to last season.

“I think the only new team 
we added at all was Peebles,” 
Pittser said. “That could be 
problematic (for tournament 
seeding) should we lose to a 
Division IV team. They are 
a highly-respected southern 
Ohio program.

“Our non-league goal has 
always been to play the best 
teams in our district to line 
ourselves up competitively for 
the season and for the tourna-
ment,” Pittser said.

Miami Trace will play non-
league games against Circlev-
ille, Vinton County, Unioto, 
Waverly, Clinton-Massie, 
Lynchburg-Clay, Dayton Sti-
vers, Wilmington and Peebles.

The annual McDonald’s 
Holiday Tournament, featur-
ing Miami Trace, Madison 
Plains, London and Green-
eview, will be held at Miami 
Trace High School on Dec. 26 
and 28.

From page 28

Tallest
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loway explained that gymnas-
tics is not recognized in the 
Frontier Athletic Conference 
(FAC.)

“None of the other schools 
have gymnastic teams there-

fore, the gymnastic team at 
Miami Trace does not have 
the same ability to compete 
within the league,” she 
explained. “The district com-
petition is our one main post-
season competition. Because 
of not having league competi-
tion, I do a lot as a coach to 
inspire the girls toward per-
sonal improvement.”

The way she attempts to 
motivate the girls is by using 
PBs (Personal Bests), which 
are the individual scores at 
meets. each meet, the goal 
is to accomplish a higher 
individual score from the 
judge. The incentive program 
done by the gym gives the 
girls “team recognition” once 
they reach certain numbers 

of PBs.
“I look forward to this 

group having a wonderful 
season. They have great 
sportsmanship and they’ve 
trained together for years,” 
said Holloway. “We’re con-
tending forces against these 
other schools and I look for-
ward to being a strong com-
petitor this year.”

From page 10

Gymnasts

minor adjustments, how they 
can best hit the pins and learn-
ing to be more consistent.”

The team this year consists 
of only one senior, Kylan 
Rowland, with about two 
and a half years experience 
on the team. Juniors include 

Brock Carter, Garrett Coy 
and Dakota Oyer. According 
to Caulley, Carter is a WHS 
baseball player, but he was 
glad took time to come out to 
bowl, Coy rolls well and will 
be a great asset but needs to 
learn some adjustment, and 
Oyer has brought an incredible 
amount of team spirit, helping 
to keep morale high.

“We also have Jordan 
Pottle, a freshman, but he 
has been bowling in leagues 

and for fun since he was 5, 
and is definitely one of the 
most advanced bowlers on 
the team. I call him ‘The 
Beast’ because of how hard 
he throws the ball down the 
lane,” Caulley said. “We also 
have three other freshmen 
who have just started 
bowling, Allen Penwell, Chris 
Scott and Hunter Welling. 
Finally, my sophomores are 
Noah McMurray and Drew 
Ferguson. Both have improved 

a lot since November 2 and I 
am hoping it continues.”

Finally, Caulley said as a 
traveling bowler himself, he 
is looking forward to getting 
to some of these games. He 
said he knows the team will 
be competitive and they are all 
enjoying each other.

“I just cannot wait to get 
started,” Caulley said.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.

From page 14

Bowling
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